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The over all purpose of this study was two fold: 

• To evaluate the preschool education in Pakistan against a set of 

predetermined parameters. 

• To study the difference in the attitude towards preschool girls and boys in 

family, school and society. 

The scope of the study covered early childhood education institutions in 

Pakistan. Representative samples from urban and rural areas of all provinces 

and federal capital were selected. For selecting preschools, purposive sampling 

method was used. It enabled the researcher to select such schools, which could 

provide required baseline data for the study. 

To achieve the objectives as outlined above, the researcher developed 

twenty data gathering instruments in the form of checklists, which covered eleven 

dimensions of early childhood education. Fifty teachers, fifty parents and fifty 

children were interviewed and observed in natural setting. 

Robert Stake's Countenance Model was adapted to document and report 

the findings in qualitative form. In the field studies, which were divided into ten 

sub-studies the researcher interviewed the participants and recorded the data. 

With the help of these sampled notes, specific portrayals and case studies were 

developed Two hypotheses were also tested to compare the academic 
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achievement and psychosocial development of preschool recipients and non

recipients at class one. 

The evaluation of ECE in Pakistan through this study identified following 

aspects of the system. 

• Need to correlate practice with attainable goals. 

• Rural schools need to develop activity based learning for children. 

• Equal treatment of boys and girls is necessary to remove gender biases in 

the society. 

• Training of teachers is necessary to develop the skills for effective delivery 

of ECE. 

• Parents-teachers partnership is crucial to achieve the desired results in 

ECE. 

• Parents' and teachers' awareness in gender issues is an important factor. 

, The academic achievement and psychosocial development of children 

who attend ECE is rated higher than those who did not. 

• Preschool .education delivery system is inadequate. Many children of 

Pakistan are deprived of preschool education. 

The conclusion drawn from this study led to concrete recommendations 

for the improvement of early childhood education in Pakistan. Salient 

recommendations included: Policy and programs, institutional capacity building 

and research and development. The provision of ECE should be the part of 

educational development plan of Pakistan. For this purpose political awareness 

and commitment should also be developed. To break the tradition of teaching the 

children in piecemeal-integrated curriculum should be developed. 

Some of the issues related to further research included: 

• Study of local culture and ways of child rearing. 

• 

• 

Impact of gender differences on young children, and 

Longitudinal studies of the performance of early childhood c..ducation 

recipients at later stage of formal education. 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































