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ABSTRACT 

The study locates that in what way Pak-Russia bilateral relations have been influenced after 

the end of Cold War in December, 1991. Evolving dynamics of South Asian regional politics 

in the post-Cold War era have been traced to get a readymade analysis of socio-economic and 

politico-strategic renderings of the region. It is said that there are no permanent friends or foes 

in the realm of international relations, only interests are primary and supreme. Every nation-

state in the world adheres to this rule and Pakistan is not an exception. Given the roller-

coaster nature of Pak-US relations, the former‘s foreign policy orientation has always been 

remained buoyant with and peripheral to that of the latter. However, with the world shifting 

from uni-polarity to multi-polarity, Pakistan needs to modify its foreign policy orientation 

according to the changing international and regional circumstances. Russian Federation, as a 

successor to USSR, has managed to reassert its significance globally as well as regionally. It 

is also rethinking its policy towards South Asia. Therefore, being a strategically important 

country in this region, it becomes imperative for Pakistan to forget the Cold War baggage and 

look towards a different relationship with the regional power based on cooperation and 

mutual trust while maintaining stability in its bilateral relations with the US. This research 

aims at to surmise the bilateral relationships of Pakistan with both, the US and Russia, the 

recent emerging trends in these relationships, and what options does Pakistan have for 

balanced and stable relations with Russia and the US to achieve and secure its foreign policy 

objectives. This dissertation, concisely, encapsulates ambitious visions of the future of two 

past rivals who have finally turned the page of their complicated histories, and are confidently 

entering into a new era of unprecedented friendship. Accordingly, Pakistan-Russia Friendship 

expresses friendly pragmatism of both sides‘ contemporary relations and encourages their 

citizens to embrace it as well. Qualitative tools have been used in this research dissertation. 

This is a qualitative research in its essence. This study employs analytical and interpretative 

approach besides historical descriptive method. The study utilizes the important sources for 

data collection, primarily, secondary sources. Theories of Realism and Complex 

Interdependence have been put forth to constitute the foundation of the dissertation. Pak-

Russia partnership, in near future, will make possible the alignment of cordial relations 

between the two states. The study finds out that there should be agreements for more 

academic exchanges and possibly even visa-free travel so that interested individuals in both 

countries can have more opportunities to learn about one another. Potential for informational 

cooperation between publicly financed and private media outlets should be explored. 

Establishment of Friendship Centers in one another‘s countries in order to manage 

socioeconomic and cultural exchanges, promotion of economic ties on the micro, mediocre, 

and macro levels, and strengthening of military relationship are essential renderings of the 
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research. It can be concluded that there is a consensus among the analysts and scholars around 

the globe that the relations between Islamabad and Moscow have been based, largely, on 

biased and unrealistic approach rather than a more objective and realistic line of action. The 

opportunities to build productive and amiable relations have been lost by both nations due to 

repeated and periodic incidents of misjudgment and failure to understand each other‘s 

standpoint on regional and strategic issues. Both nations have, once again, been provided with 

the chance to revive the bilateral ties owing to the current global and regional political 

scenario. There is tremendous amount of opportunities for both, Russia and Pakistan, in the 

field of security, trade, industry, energy and infrastructure.  
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                                                                                                             CHAPTER-01 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1: Description of the Research Work 

This study has, primarily, focused to investigate the global, regional, and domestic aspects 

related to the approach of Pakistan towards Russia in the wake of evolving regional dynamics 

in South Asia during post-Cold War era. Independent variable of Pakistan‘s changing policy 

towards Russia acts as the key factor to generate the futuristic view, and how it would become 

realized and materialized, for both countries in maintaining their relations on realistic and 

cordial lines. The central argument of the study is that Pakistan‘s relations with Russia, its 

economic policies, political preferences, security strategies, and foreign policy decisions are 

pivotal in terms of shaping the environment of the entire region. In the presence of the 

complex political thinking about the phenomenon, there is a dire need to understand the 

various factors which are giving rise to the feelings of anti-Russia policies in Pakistan. 

The two opposing ideological lines define the political systems of Pakistan and farmer Soviet 

Union. One line of ideology sets down for Pakistan as a capitalist parliamentary democracy in 

its economic and political spheres. Pakistan reared its over-emphasized dependence on the 

U.S./West in the wake of its Indo-centric approach towards foreign policy formation. This 

line of thinking has been adopted, more often, in the formulation of foreign policy of 

Pakistan. Second line of ideology, which is adopted by farmer Soviet Union, is Communist 

economic-cum-political system. Communism shaped the Russian society in almost every 

sphere of life. Communist ideology has been manifested in public and private ambits of 

Russian life as well as in the shaping of Russian foreign relations. The contestations between 

these two conflicting ideological lines created various controversies and doubts about Pak-

Russia relations and cooperation in the heydays of the Cold War. The upholders of these 

conflicting ideologies have not seriously located the significance of relationship between 

Pakistan and Russia while resting in their respective ideological orbits. The stalwarts of pro-

West foreign policy reared the US-driven version and cherished the traditional line of 

thinking by attaching Pakistan with Western-Capitalist block. The proponents of leftist-cum-

non traditionalist line of thinking concerning external relations of Pakistan valued the idea of 

dynamic and rational devise of foreign relations of Pakistan by linking it with Communist 

Russia in evolving regional South Asian context in post-Cold War era. 

There are many factors which have marred Pak-Russia relations in past. They include 

ideological differences, historical legacy; Pakistan‘s overemphasized dependence on West, 

the colonial legacy, and tilt of Russia (Former Soviet Union) towards India. Element of 
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rationality has not been followed in the pursuit of Pakistan-Russia relations in bygone days. 

There is a lack of rational thinking and logical understanding in strengthening Pakistan‘s 

relations with Russia. The dismemberment of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, 

however, resulted into reassessment of Pakistani foreign policy with special reference to 

Russian Federation (Successor state of farmer Soviet Union). The end of Cold War resulted 

into American supremacy as a sole super power of the world. Global balance of power went 

into paradigm shift from bipolar world to unipolar world. The replacement of bipolarity into 

uni-polarity gave birth to changed ambience of international relations and international 

politics. Pakistan came into being on 14th August, 1947 after the partition of United India. 

Pakistan came into existence in the name of Islam. Russia was proclaimed a Communist 

Republic on 1st February, 1917. Despite its Islamic ideological foundation as opposed to 

Russia‘s Communist ideology, Pakistan and the Soviet Union first established their 

diplomatic bilateral relations on May 1, 1948. On May 1, 2018, Pakistan celebrated the 70th 

Anniversary of diplomatic relations with Russia Federation. 

1.2: Problem Statement 

The end of the Cold War era is perceived as paradigm shift in the global context of peace and 

security. The political history of Pakistan shows a cold-shoulder attitude towards Soviet 

Union before the occurrence of the disintegration of the USSR in 1991 as a logical corollary 

of the Russo-Afghan war (1979-1989). The end of Cold War era has compelled the Pakistani 

foreign policy makers to divert their attention from the West to the East. Pakistan is now 

looking Eastward by strengthening its ties with Russia and China. Both Pakistan and Russia 

have agreed to devise a mechanism to develop economic cooperation, rebuild security trust, 

address emerging regional challenges, and take up other confidence-building measures 

(MOUs). In this regard, however, a substantial work has to be done to break the ice at rapid 

scale by bringing Russia and Pakistan on one page in the backdrop of emerging economic, 

political, strategic, and security developments in the South Asian region.   

This study is imperative because it explores the importance of partnership between Russia and 

Pakistan as one of the 21
st
 century‘s most promising partnerships and perfectly embodies the 

very essence of multi-polarity, which should must be prioritized by both countries‘ 

leaderships in order to take them to the strategic level as soon as possible. The most efficient 

way to do that is to chart a roadmap for cooperation and establish a checklist of objectives 

that need to be accomplished, which will, in turn, incentivize the relevant decision-makers in 

each state to make progress on the track that is most pertinent to them. Importantly, however, 

average citizens in both countries must also be engaged in this effort if their relations are to 

truly become strategic and encompass all spectra of society, hence the salience of publicly 

unveiling the Pakistan-Russia friendship policy. 
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This is the first attempt which, concisely, encapsulates ambitious visions of the future, and 

Pakistan-Russia Friendship does just that by confirming that two Cold War rivals have finally 

turned the page on their complicated histories, and are confidently entering into a new era of 

unprecedented friendship. Accordingly, Pakistan-Russia Friendship expresses the friendly 

pragmatism of both sides‘ contemporary relations and encourages their citizens to embrace it 

as well. 

This is a preciously needed research work as it shall open new horizons in the establishment 

of Pak-Russia relations in the specific backdrop of CPEC (China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor). This study aims at to reopen the novel vistas in Pakistan s‘ relations with Russia by 

cleansing the frost which has covered Pak-Russia ties over the years. This dissertation will be 

a great source of knowing the real importance and utility of the CPEC project for South 

Asian, and Central Asian regions. The ever-changing scenario of the world, especially in the 

backdrop of the post-Cold War era, is going to give birth to new power-blocks in security and 

economic fields in Asian and trans-Asian states. External relations of Russia and Pakistan 

have been remained strained for most of the time in history, with only occasional episodes of 

amicable relations since 1948. Different factors have played their role in shaping worsened 

relations between Pakistan and Russia. This research work locates these factors in historical 

terms and with analytical expertise.  

This study will be proved helpful and supporting for foreign policymakers, political analysts, 

defense experts, economic experts, strategists, and students of History, Political Science and 

International Relations. This dissertation will be a useful source to understand the dynamics 

of futuristic relations between Pakistan and Russia. It will answer the multifaceted questions 

regarding the economic, political, strategic, cultural, and security relations of Pakistan with 

Russia in future. This study has employed that both Pakistan and Russia would be benefited 

equally from the accomplishment of friendly relations between them in all walks of public 

and private life.  

1.3: Significance of the Research  

The academic studies have not fully articulated the idea of relations between Pakistan and 

Russia (Former Soviet Union) in Post-Cold War era, as a major breakthrough in the security 

perception of Pakistan particularly and across the South Asian region generally. This study is 

the first attempt to fully articulate the future prospects of Pak-Russia relations. It appraises the 

depiction of politico-economic convictions under the auspices of various Pakistani and 

Russian regimes, and its critique for the past, present, and future history of Pakistan and 

Russia, thus giving an historical overview of change in the renderings of official version of 

external relations of Pakistan with Russia in evolving regional dynamics. Furthermore, it 
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locates the factors which contributed to the writing and rewriting of politico-economic and 

strategic beliefs under the regimes in the context of changing security scenario of the region.  

One important aspect of this study is that it gives insight into lost opportunities due to the lack 

of confidence between two states. It is the first attempt which aims at to analyze the future 

options for both Pakistan and Russia. The study locates how conflicting interpretations of the 

issues emerged from conflicting ideological lines have distorted the interstate relations. 

Moreover, it seeks to compare the pro-American and pro-Russian studies with the help of 

secondary sources. Furthermore, the study explores relationship between Pakistan‘s 

perception of Russia and its vision of Russian polity. The other significant aspect of this work 

is that it explores Pakistan s‘ approach towards Russian Federation by comparing Communist 

and anti-Communist lines of existing studies in this regard.  

1.4: Research Questions  

In the context of Pak-Russia relations in the post-Cold War era, following research questions 

have been constituted:                                                    

i) How Post-Cold War era helped Pakistan and Russia to bridge up the gap between the        

relations of two states?   

ii) What is the impact of evolving regional dynamics in South Asian region on Pak-Russia 

relations in the post-Cold War era? 

iii) Why is it imperative for Pakistan and Russia to reevaluate their existing relations in 

evolving regional dynamics?   

iv) What is the role of global powers in South Asian region?  

v) What are the possible futuristic perks and potentials, and how they would become 

materialized in maintaining relations on realistic and cordial grounds?  

The research questions were explored on the basis of a central argument. The underlying 

assumptions of dissertation analyzed the emerging global political order, India-US nuclear 

deal, US strategy of containment of China, and US endeavor to restrict Russian influence in 

the region. All these factors would enhance Pak-Russia bilateral relations at political, strategic 

and economic levels in the Post-Cold War period. 

1.5: Objectives of the Study  

This study embraces following objectives in its follow up:  

i) Post-Cold War era has brought about multifarious changes in the world politics. The 

foremost objective of this study is the location of the importance and vitality of growing 

Pak-Russia bilateral relations with focused reference to evolving dynamics of politics in 

South Asian region in specific environment of post-Cold War period. 
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ii) This study locates the past renderings and the outline of reciprocal interaction between 

Pakistan and the Soviet Union in embittered and rivaled environment of Cold War era.    

iii) This dissertation has employed present context of relations between Pakistan and Russian 

Federation (the successor of Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) in the changed airs of 

unipolar world in the specific atmosphere of Post-Cold War era.  

iv) Futuristic vision, perks and potentials of strengthening Pakistan‘s relations with Russian 

Federation, is a visualized prospect of cherished dream seen by, both, Pakistan and 

Russia. 

v)  It is the crystallized goal of this study to understand the possible responses and 

developments of Pak-Russia relations in order to understand their international and 

regional implications.    

1.6: Hypothesis 

Strengthened relations between Pakistan and Russian Federation may lead to the potential 

progress, prosperity, peace, security, and interdependence for both countries.  

1.7: The Review of Literature   

The literature is categorized along thematic lines. The following list of writings shows the 

historical importance and future options lied in the establishment of Pak-Russia relations in 

post-Cold War era. This study has attempted to fill the gap by highlighting the Pakistan‘s 

concept of mutual relations with Russian Federation in the wake of growing cold behavior of 

America towards Pakistan in lieu of American increasing demand to combat terrorism. 

To address research questions, diverse literature with broader focus was reviewed. There was 

an abundance of sources available on domestic, regional and international changes affecting 

relations of Pakistan and Russia. However, limited literature was available that covered 

evolving patterns of relations between Pakistan and Russia in the backdrop of developments 

occurring in the Post-Cold War era. In the Post-Cold War era, Russia‘s continuing economic 

growth, Russia‘s ‗Look East, US invasion of Afghanistan in the wake of 9/11, India‘s 

ambitions for regional primacy, US ‗Asia Pivot‘, US Asia Pacific focus, US-India strategic 

partnership created political ripples, and evolving international order has given new impetus 

to Pakistan-Russia relations. These developments had been a major focus of this dissertation. 

Literature covering various aspects of these regional and international developments was 

reviewed. 

The study used multiple sources of information to identify significant areas of research that 

needed focus. Besides books, research papers, academic articles and policy papers, an 

interaction with scholars, media and members of civil society was availed. Available 

literature on Pakistan-Russia relations could be divided into three broad categories. The 
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literature related to International Relations theories, history of Pakistan-Russia relations 

(1948-2018), Post-Cold War scenario, inroad of Russia into Asia, post 9/11 international 

order, US Asia-Pacific focus and re-rising Russia having regional and global implications for 

bilateral Pakistan-Russia relations. This study has reviewed works of authors of diverse 

viewpoints about issues addressed in the study. 

However, one should note that in the Post-Cold War era, 9/11 was a landmark event that 

triggered a new International Relations discourse. The event shaped contours of emerging 

international political order coupled with US Asia Pacific strategy and impact of reemerging 

Russia on regional and global political landscape. However, the existing literature did not 

adequately cover regional and international developments impacting Pakistan-Russia bilateral 

relations.  

The first category of literature dealt with the theoretical context of the dissertation based on 

the theory of Realism and Complex Interdependence. With a view to construct a theoretical 

framework of the study, it was imperative to understand various theoretical debates by 

various International Relations theorists. The works of noted scholars on International 

Relations theories have been reviewed to create a theoretical construct of the study. One of 

the most important works on International Relations theory was Politics among Nations: The 

Struggle for Power and Peace by Hans J. Morgenthau. Considered a classical realist, 

Morgenthau‘s work primarily enunciated classical realist‘s perspective on international power 

politics. He gave six principles of political realism identifying realism as the most important 

phenomena governed by objective laws that have their roots in unchanging nature. With a 

view to understand classical realist‘s perspective, Morgenthau‘s work served as an important 

source to the preparation of this dissertation (Morgenthau, 1973).   

An Introduction to International Relations edited by Richard Devestak, Jim George, and 

Sarah Percy is very useful book to clear the theoretical framework of the research. This book 

is a comprehensive introduction to the history, theories, developments, and debates that shape 

the dynamic discipline of International Relations, and contemporary world politics (Devetak, 

George, & Percy, 2007).   

International Relations Theory is important book edited by Stephen Mcglinchey, Rosie 

Walters, and Christian Scheinflug. It throws light on various theories of International 

Relations in existing multipolar and even nonpolar/non-American world (Mcglinchey, 

Walters, & Scheinflug, 2017).  

Rumki Basu‘s book International Politics, Concepts, Theories, and Issues provides a 

roadmap that can orient researchers to the main concepts, theories, and issues in world 

politics today (Basu R. , 2012).  
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Theories of International Relations: Contending Approaches to World Politics is a latest and 

advanced work by Stephanie Lawson. This book is very useful in disseminating modern 

theories and developments of International Relations. This illuminating textbook examines 

theories of political realism, liberalism, Marxism, critical theory, and more recent 

contributions from social theory, feminism, post-colonialism, and green theory (Lawson, 

2015).    

Almas Haider Naqvi‘s book Pak-Russia Rapprochement: Challenges and Prospects 

(Evolving Regional Dynamics) is a relevant book to my thesis. This book throws light in 

detail on existing Pak-Russia relations in the backdrop of changing and evolving regional 

dynamics. This book is of immense importance for my research work. The author has 

described the challenges and prospects which are going to be faced by Russia and Pakistan 

while accomplishing their relations on realistic lines of action. It is of great importance that 

evolving regional dynamics and the ever changing scenario of the regional politics must be 

viewed on pragmatic grounds (Naqvi, 2015).   

W. Lawrence Neuman s‘ book Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative 

Approaches are an excellent treatise for the guidance and support of a researcher in the field 

of social sciences. A researcher can seek invaluable source of inspiration and aspiration from 

this book. So far as technicalities are concerned, this book would have been proved an 

unexhausted source of help and comprehension for the students who are desirous of extensive 

and accurate research. Appropriate and useful examples have been quoted by the author to 

make his point of view more understandable for the readers and researchers. Conclusively 

speaking, I have found this book a fabulous fountain of guidance in the field of research 

methodology (Neuman, 1991).  

Dr. Farhat Mahmud s‘ book A History of US-Pakistan Relations reflects a clear picture of 

Pakistan foreign policy. This book analyses Pakistan s‘ relations with United States by 

throwing light on Pakistan s‘ relations with China and Soviet Union. Pakistan established its 

relations with United States of America (USA) on the cost of its relations with Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). Pakistan and America has a long history of good-and-bad 

relations. Pakistan‘s founding fathers had opted for United States to make dependence on 

United States for economic and security threats to the infant state of Pakistan. Pakistan had 

weaved an India-centric foreign policy-in the wake of security dangers posed by its 

immediate neighbor, India-by uniting itself with America as India has aligned itself with 

Soviet Union. This book discusses the nature of relations between Pakistan and China, and 

also, between Pakistan and Russia. It also contains the history of relation between China and 

Russia, China and USA, and Russia and USA during Cold War period (Mahmud, 1991). 
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Re-thinking Pakistan Affairs by Said Ahmad Butt is a precious book throws light on Pakistan 

affairs. This is an important book which gives brief analysis of Pakistan s‘ external relations 

with major powers like America, Russia, China, and India (Butt, 2012).  

Dr. Hassan Askari Rizvi s‘ book Military and Politics in Pakistan is of immense importance 

regarding the role of civil and military elite in the formulation of the foreign policy of the 

country. Pakistan has, always, been remained a fertile land for military adventurers 

throughout the annals of history. It has been prone to be a game of throne between civil and 

military political elite. Military‘s involvement in politics is quite habitual phenomenon in 

Pakistan, occurred for time and again in Pakistan, with courtesy to the inability, incapacity, 

rampant corruption, acute mismanagement, and selfish attitude of the civilian political elite of 

the country. It is always due to the weaknesses and incapacities of the civilian governments 

that military entered into the power corridors of politics (Rizvi, 1974). 

Pakistan s‟ Foreign Policy, 1947-2019: A Concise History by Abdul Sattar is a detailed text 

which deals with the history of foreign relations and foreign policy of Pakistan. It is a 

remarkable book for my research as it traces the concise history of external relations of 

Pakistan over the years. Multifaceted determinants and various factors, affecting the evolution 

and genesis of Pakistani foreign policy making, have been discussed and analyzed in length. 

Pakistan has a complicated history regarding its foreign relations with Super powers, West, 

Middle Eastern Arab states, Non-Arab Islamic world, Far East, Central Asian Republics, and 

immediate neighbors in South Asia particularly India, Iran, Afghanistan, and China in the 

North. Historically speaking, Pakistan has tough and tumbling relations with its Eastern and 

Western neighbors, India and Afghanistan respectively. Pakistan and United States have 

mixed history of cordial and tense relations over the years, during and after the Cold War. 

Annals of history tell us about the nature of very strained, rather hostile, relations between 

Pakistan and Soviet Union in Cold War period. However, the relations between the two states 

have been improved in the post- Cold War era. History reveals that Pakistan has observed 

very cordial and time tested relations with the Peoples‘ Republic of China (PRC), despite 

having pole-apart distance between the ideologies of two nations (Sattar, 2019). 

S.M Burke‘s book Pakistan s‟ Foreign Policy: An Historical Analysis provides an altogether 

comprehensive detail of Pakistan foreign policy. It depicts detailed description of Pakistan s‘ 

relations with Russia, China, America and India. An historical and critical analysis of external 

relations of Pakistan has been given in this book. It is of immense importance to know that 

what is the role of international players, as well as, that of regional players in the land of 

South Asia in its specific and unique geopolitical structure. Super powers‘ involvement in 

South Asia has, always, been remained a unique feature of this region (Burke, 1973). 
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The Emergence of Pakistan is a remarkable achievement of Choudhry Muhammad Ali, a 

renowned historian of Pakistan. This book casts glimmering light on multifarious shades of 

Pakistan politics, and external relations of Pakistan. I have found this book of immense 

vitality for my research work because this book reveals the history of Pakistan movement in 

United India during British Raj, and ultimately the establishment of Pakistan after the 

partition of United India on 14 August, 1947. Pakistan emerged as a separate Muslim state 

under the dynamic and vibrant leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Socio-

historical factors put ever lasting impressions on the formation of foreign policy discourse of 

a nation. It is not easy to get rid of the ghosts of the past history while maintaining foreign 

relations with new and foreign friends (Ali, 1967).   

Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy (1971-1981): The Search for Security is a marvelous effort by 

Niloufer Mahdi reflecting different dimensions of foreign policy of Pakistan during Cold War 

period. It is a great source of history of Pakistan‘s foreign relations in heydays of Cold War 

when whole planet was divided between Capitalist and Communist ideologies. This book 

gives us detailed information about Pakistan‘s foreign policy during a specific decade of 

1971-1981 (Mahdi, 1999). 

Domestic Determinants of Soviet Foreign Policy towards South Asia and the Middle East is 

an excellent document edited by Hafeez Malik. This book throws crystal light on the foreign 

policy of Soviet Union in the stressed and strained atmosphere of Cold War towards South 

Asian region and Middle Eastern region. It has proved a perennial source of historical context 

when the Cold War was at its zenith and zest (Malik, 1990). 

R.N.Carew-Hunt‘s The Importance of Doctrine, Soviet Conduct in World Affairs is a 

formidable material which brings to light the importance of role of Soviet Union in 

International Relations, and world affairs. (Carew-Hunt, 1960) 

The Soviet Union in World Affairs: A Documented Analysis (1964-1972) by W.W. Kulski is a 

vital source concerning the pivotal role of Soviet Union in world politics especially in the 

period of 1964-1972 (Kulski, 1973). 

J. P. Jain‘s book Soviet Policy towards Pakistan and Bangladesh is a substantial book which 

describes relationship of Soviet Union with Pakistan and Bangladesh. The book casts light on 

the triangular relationship among Soviet Union, Pakistan, and Bangladesh in exclusive South 

Asian circumstances and ambience (Jain, 1974). 

Voyage through History is a tremendous book by Musarrat. H Zubairi. This book has been 

found of splendid value which sheds light upon the voyage of history regarding Pakistan‘s 

domestic and external policies since its inception in 1947. This book provides detailed 

description of differed dimensions of Pakistan‘s political voyage (H.Zubairi, 1984). 
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C.L. Sulzberger‘s Long Row of Candles: Memoirs and Diaries, 1934-1954 renders the 

invaluable information about the genesis of Cold War between the two newly emerged Super 

powers, United States of America (USA), and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 

(C.L.Sulzberger, 1969). Soviet Russia and Indian Community in 1917-1947 authored by D.N 

Durke is an impressive account of history during British Raj in India. This book reveals the 

socio-political condition of then Indian community. It also narrates the onslaught of Marxist 

Revolution in Russia in 1917 after the downfall of age-old Czarist Empire in Russia 

(D.N.Durke, 1959).   

India, Pakistan and the Rise of China, is a brilliant product of the pen of W. Wilcox. The 

author presents the politico-economic changes of the South Asian region. It is a gigantic 

struggle of the author to bring to fore the tripartite nature of the mutual relations of the three 

states (Wilcox, 1964). 

Z.A Bhutto‘s book Pakistan Builds Anew is a laborious effort by farmer Prime Minister of 

Pakistan, Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. Mr. Bhutto had devised Pakistan foreign policy on newly 

defined lines by taking into consideration new objectives of foreign policy of the country. He 

tried to design Pakistan‘s amicable relations with regional powers like Soviet Union, Peoples 

Republic of China, India, Afghanistan, and Iran. This book is an untiring source of guidance 

for my dissertation (Bhutto, 1973). 

Bilateralism: New Directions is another thought-provoking piece of writing by great Zulfiqar 

Ali Bhutto. Mr. Bhutto believed in reciprocally respected bilateral relations with America and 

West. Z.A Bhutto opened new horizons while establishing external relations of Pakistan. He 

tried to make Pakistan less dependent on America and Western Europe. He launched an 

exhaustive campaign to get Pakistan closer to Soviet Union by accomplishing cordial 

relations with the Soviet Russia. This book is also of unchallenged importance for this 

research (Bhutto Z. A., 1976).  

Samuel P. Huntington‘s world-famed book The Clash of Civilizations and Remaking of World 

Order holds ample value in the post-Cold War scenario. Huntington has discussed political 

horizon of the world in the wake of dismemberment of Soviet Russia. He viewed the world 

politics in future not on ideological line but on civilizational track. This book is of 

philosophical importance for this research work (Huntington, 1996).  

John Hobson‘s book Eastern Origins of Western Civilization is an advanced and 

philosophical criticism on the so-called Clash of Civilizations. Hobson challenges the 

ethnocentric bias of mainstream accounts of the ‗Rise of the West‘ that assumes that 

Europeans have pioneered their own development, and that the East has been a passive by-
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stander. Hobson argues that Europe first assimilated many Eastern inventions, and then 

appropriated Eastern resources through Western Imperialism (Hobson, 2004).  

A Metahistory of the Clash of Civilizations: Us and Them beyond Orientalism and 

International Politics of Persian Gulf: A Cultural Genealogy, by Arshin Adib-Mughaddam, 

are two philosophical works clearing the realist strand of modern power politics. Adib 

examines the causes and consequences of conflict in the Persian Gulf region. Adib brings to 

limelight the gap between critical theories of International Relations and International Power 

Politics, and the empirical study of the Gulf area in particular, and that of the whole world in 

general. This book expands on the many ideologies, cultural inventions and ideational 

constructs that have affected International Relations in the past three decades. These books 

seek to dispel the myth that has ever been embroiled in some ―Clash of Civilizations‖ (Adib-

Mughaddam, 2011) (Arshin, 2006).     

Samuel L. Sharpe‘s book National Interest: Key to Soviet Politics, Soviet Conduct in World 

Affairs is a source of utmost importance which manifests Soviet conduct in world affairs. This 

book reveals that national interest holds very prominent stature in Russian politics (L.Sharpe, 

1960). The Conduct of Soviet Foreign Policy by Erik P. Hoffman and Frederic J. Fleron is a 

beautiful treatise which gives insight into the foreign policy analysis of the Soviet Russia in 

Cold War era (Hoffman & Fleron, 1980).   

Edward Said is renowned and prolific writer on post-Colonial discourse of politics, culture, 

literature, history, religion, and International Relations. His books, Introduction to Culture 

and Imperialism, and Power, Politics, and Culture, and Orientalism, are very useful books in 

the wake of European Imperialism. These landmark works explore the long-overlooked 

connections between the Western Imperialism and the culture that both reflected and 

reinforced. These books reopen the dialogue between the literature, politics, and the life of its 

time. Orientalism, specifically, establishes the eponymous term ‗Orientalism‘ as a critical 

concept to describe the West‘s commonly contemptuous depiction and portrayal of ‗The East‘ 

i.e. the Orient (Said, 1993) (Edward, 2001) (Edward, Orientalism, 1978).   

Documents on the Foreign Relations of Pakistan: The Kashmir Question is supportive treatise 

edited by K. Sarwar Hassan is rendered as an invaluable source to understand the dynamics of 

Pakistan foreign policy. The treatise is relevant to my study (Hassan, 1966). M. Akram 

Rajput‘s work Soviet-Pakistan Relations is very helpful book for my thesis (Rajput, 1973).  

Hafeez Malik‘s book Soviet-Pakistan Relations and Post-Soviet Dynamics: 1947- 1992 is an 

invaluable source which sheds light on the history of relations between Pakistan and Soviet 

Union in Cold War era. Pakistan, during Cold War, remained a regular and staunch ally of 

United States and Western European Capitalist block. Pakistan‘s joining of CEATO and 
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SENTO, and ultimate role during Russo-Afghan war in 1979-1989 by aligning itself with 

United States against Communist Soviet Union, had put the bilateral relations between Russia 

and Pakistan to the back burners (Hafeez, 1990).  

RUSSIA AND PAKISTAN-Shared Challenges and Common Opportunities is a remarkable 

treatise by Vladimir Moskalenko and Petr Topychkanov. This insightful work describes 

impressively the futuristic opportunities latent in good Pakistan and Russia relations. There 

are, also, a lot of mutual challenges, both on regional and global level, which Pakistan and 

Russia have to cope with by enhancing Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) between the 

two nations (Moskalenko & Topychkanov, 2014). 

Shahid Amin‘s book Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy: A Reappraisal is a marvelous book ever 

written on the factual analysis of foreign policy of Pakistan. Pakistan foreign policy has been 

developed with a microscopic lens of India centrism by putting behind all other policy options 

by the successive regimes in Pakistan. A reorientation and reappraisal of foreign policy 

choices is necessary to take into consideration (Amin, 2010).   

Pakistan: A Hard Country is a book of phenomenal rating by Anatol Lieven. Pakistan is 

facing a dire sequence of terrorist activities since 9/11, by aligning itself as a front line ally 

with America and the West in their Global War on Terror (GWOT). Pakistan has borne a 

heavy loss of civil and army personnel, collateral damage to infrastructure, and economic 

deterioration in war against terrorism. In spite of these perils, Pakistan successfully managed 

to come out as victorious by eradicating terrorist outfits from its Northern Areas (Lieven, 

2011). 

Christophe Jaffrelot‘s Pakistan at the Crossroads: Domestic Dynamics and External 

Pressures reveal the different directions and dimensions of internal politics of Pakistan. 

Domestic politics, with its variables, concludes the external relations. Pakistan has to face a 

continuous enigma regarding its domestic political structure vis-à-vis the foreign pressures 

exerted by foreign powers from time to time (Christophe, 2016).    

S.M Burke‘s book Mainsprings of Indian and Pakistani Foreign Policies gives an analytical-

comparative study of foreign policies of both Pakistan and India. Both, India and Pakistan are 

on the way to adopt an antagonistic foreign policy concerning each other, which resultantly, 

paves the way for intrusion of international powers in the region. Pakistan and India should 

have to follow the path of reconciliation by solving their mutual disputes to fashion 

independent foreign policy preferences (S.M, 1974) . 

Lawrence Ziring‘s book Ayub Khan Era gives a clear cut insight in Pakistani foreign policy 

options and priorities during the hey-days of the Cold War, when Pakistan, under the 



(Page 15 of 180) 
 

hegemonic military rule of Field Marshal Ayub Khan, prioritized the attachment with 

Western Capitalistic block to address its heightened security threats from India (Ziring, 1971).  

Aparna Pande‘s book explaining Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy: Escaping India discusses foreign 

policy formulation of Pakistan in exclusive backdrop of India. It has been told that Indo-

centrism is the fundamental hallmark of the Pakistani foreign policy (Pande, 2011). 

Neither a Hawk Nor a Dove is an excellent book written by former Foreign Minister of 

Pakistan, Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri. This book would be of ample importance as it suggests a 

balanced and pragmatic approach to be adopted by regimes in Pakistan. Pakistan has to go for 

a realistic and mid-way discourse while going to maintain relations with immediate 

neighbors, Muslim world, regional powers, and international actors. One sided approach in 

foreign relations making should be avoided in either case (Kasuri, 2015).  

Pakistan‟s Security and Foreign Policy has been written by renowned former Foreign 

Minister of Pakistan, Agha Shahi. Pakistan became a security sensitive state right from its 

inception due to ongoing security threats posed by next door rival, India. Foreign policy of 

Pakistan has always been scheduled in the perspective of security measures. Pakistan could 

not afford to visualize a foreign policy without having given over-emphasized consideration 

to its security, especially, on its Eastern and Western borders. India and Afghanistan tried 

their hard to destabilize Pakistan from the day first. So, foreign policy consideration of 

Pakistan has been regarded as security consciousness (Shahi, 1988).    

S.S Bindra‘s book Determinants of Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy is of formidable value 

regarding this dissertation. This book unravels the basic determinants and motives of 

Pakistani foreign policy formation particularly in Cold War period (Bindra, 1988).  

S.S Bindra‘s book Dynamics of Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy is also another important book to 

understand different dynamics of Pakistani foreign policy in post-Cold War period. Varied 

internal and external influencing factors have been discussed and analyzed which remain 

workable in international relations of Pakistan particularly after the dismemberment of Soviet 

Union due to Afghan war (S.S, 2015). 

In The Line of Fire: A Memoir is an important work by former military ruler of Pakistan 

General Pervez Musharraf. The very book reveals the nature of politics, menace of terrorism 

in the wake of Pakistan‘s alliance with US/West against Global War on Terror (GWOT), and 

the mode of establishing external relations of Pakistan. The book is found to be of immense 

value regarding understanding of Pakistan‘s circumstances from different angels (Musharraf, 

2006).  
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Sangat Singh‘s book Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy: An Appraisal is a book of formidable value 

to understand Pakistan‘s foreign policy construction during 1970s. Cold War era had largely 

influenced internal condition and external relations of Pakistan relating United States, Soviet 

Union, India, and China (Singh, 1970).   

Islam in Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy is a book of great strength written by Sayed Abdul 

Muneem Pasha. Establishment of Pakistan is based on ideology of Islam, and Muslim 

nationalism. Being the first and foremost determinant of foreign policy of Pakistan, Islamic 

ideology has caused an overwhelming influence on the maintaining of its foreign relations 

(Pasha, 2005).  

Pakistan‟s Strategic Culture and Foreign Policy Making: A Study of Pakistan‟s Post 9/11 

Afghan Policy Change is authored by Ijaz Khan. This looks into the influence which the 

specific strategic culture of Pakistan exerts on foreign relations maintenance. Pakistan‘s 

strategic position in South Asia gives birth to specific orientation to its foreign policy choices. 

It is discussed with deep analysis that how Pakistan took a paradigm shift in its strategic 

planning, after 9/11 incidents in US, so far as Afghanistan is concerned. Pakistan adopted an 

altogether policy as compared to its previous policy of ‗strategic depth‘ during Afghan war 

against Soviet Union by harboring Islamic Jihadi factions 1980s (Khan, 2007). 

The People Next Door: The Curious History of India‟s Relations with Pakistan has been 

written by TCA Raghavan. India and Pakistan observe a decade‘s long history of strained 

relations since their independence in, 1947. It is a matter of gigantic importance that India 

should have to revise its foreign policy with reference to Pakistan being a next door neighbor 

(Raghavan, 2019).  

Readings in Pakistan Foreign Policy1971 is a valuable book edited by Mehrunnisa Ali. The 

book throws light on the different angels of Pakistan foreign policy during 1970s era. 

Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy written by Sudhansu Kumar Patnaik, imparts formation of foreign 

policy of Pakistan from Indian point of view (Ali M. , 2001) (Patnaik, 2005). 

Dr. Imran Khalid‘s book Pakistan Foreign Policy: Evolution, Development and Strategies 

unravel the evolution and development of foreign policy of Pakistan over the years. Long and 

complicated history of external relations of Pakistan in changing geopolitical and geostrategic 

environment of the region has been analyzed lucidly. Pakistan evolved and developed its 

security strategies, in the backdrop of Indian and Afghan rivalry towards it, which are clearly 

be manifested and reflected in the formation of foreign policy. Pakistan joined hands with 

Capitalist West, and went against Communist Russia due to Damocles‘ Sword of Indian and 

Afghan antagonism against its very existence (Khalid, 2013).  
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Foreign Policy of Pakistan: A Critical Study is a critical and analytical work by Syed 

Salahuddin Ahmed. The writer took an in-depth and detailed analysis of the Pakistan foreign 

policy with respect to different global and regional actors. This book is important to get 

critical understanding of external relations of Pakistan (Ahmed, 1996).  

Deadly Impasse: Indo-Pakistani Relations at the Dawn of a New Century is a book by Indian 

author Sumit Ganguly. It is imperative to understand Indian foreign policy while 

understanding Pakistani foreign policy with United States, Russia and China. Pakistan has 

been compelled, under the irony of time, to adopt foreign policy measures vis-à-vis Indian 

response towards Pakistan. Pakistan and India have to take a revised discourse in 21
st
 century, 

by brushing aside existing deadly impasse in their bilateral relations (Ganguly, 2016).  

Robert J. McMahon‘s book The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction elucidates on the 

origin, evolution, and development of Cold War between the two newly emerged Super 

powers of the world, since the end of World War-II. A tug-of-war ensued between two Super 

powers had divided the whole world between two block, US-lead Capitalist block on one 

hand and USSR-lead Communist block on the other hand (McMahon, 2009). 

From A Head, Through A Head, To A Head is written by F.S. Aijazuddin. It is described that 

how Pakistan played a role of a bridge in bringing closer United States of America (USA) and 

Peoples Republic of China (PRC). Pakistan played a pivotal role in establishing foreign 

relations of America and China in 1970s (Aijazuddin, 2000).    

Sumit Ganguly‘s book The Origins of War in South Asia: Indo-Pakistani Conflicts Since 1947 

throws light on the protracted and decade‘s long warring-history between two major powers 

of the region, India and Pakistan. The policy of engaging global powers, to their respective 

sides, is the common practice of both rivals in South Asia which caused deep imprints on the 

respective foreign policies of two nations (Sumit, 1994). 

Pakistan and the Geostrategic Environment: A Study of Foreign Policy has been authored by, 

renowned Pakistani scholar, Dr. Hasan Askari Rizvi. This reveals the regional and 

international geostrategic environment in the wake of end of Cold War. Pakistan‘s 

geostrategic and security consciousness, in the specific South Asian ambience, grew more and 

more sensitized with the passage of time due to incremental Indian and Afghan enmity 

against Pakistan (Askari, 1993). 

The United States and Pakistan, 1947-2000: Disenchanted Allies by Dennis Kux, describes 

the very nature of inconsistent bilateral relations between United States and Pakistan. 

Relationship between United States and Pakistan has been proved, over the years, a sheer 

‗marriage of convenience between two strange bed-fellows. Two cordial friends of Cold War 
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era are now seeking for ‗new loves‘ in the realm of corrosive and infidel world of 

International Relations (Kux, 2001). 

Dr. Ijaz Hussain‘s book Issues in Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy: An International Law 

Perspective employs the interpretation of foreign policy of Pakistan in the light of 

International Law. It locates entirely different perspective regarding the issues in foreign 

policy formulation (Hussain, 1988).   

Mehtab Ali Shah‘s work The Foreign Policy of Pakistan: Ethnic Impacts on Diplomacy, 

1971-1974 discusses that how ethnic strife in within Pakistan reflect into diplomatic relations 

of Pakistan. Socio-ethnic divisions domestically in society cause a deep impact on relations 

externally (Shah, 1997).   

Changes in India‟s Foreign Policy towards Pakistan, is an outstanding effort by Dr. Nitin 

Prasad. India is trying to reshape its foreign relations, in the changing world scenario, with 

regional and global forces (Prasad, 2017).     

Niloufer Mahdi‘s work Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy 1971-1981: The Search for Security 

analyses security situation of the country in 1970s. Pakistan‘s apprehensions were on peak 

during this specific period of history right after the dismemberment of Pakistan (Niloufer, 

1999).  

Strategic Dimensions of Pakistan‟s Foreign Policy is a marvelous work by Irtiza Hussain. 

Irtuza Hussain brings to lime light the security and strategic directions of foreign policy of 

Pakistan. External relations have a close logical linkage with defense and security strategy. 

Foreign policy cannot be isolated from geostrategic policy of a state (Hussain I. , 1989).   

Rethinking the National Security of Pakistan: The Price of Strategic Myopia, is a fabulous 

work by Ahmad Faruqui. It is the dire need of the hour that Pakistan‘s national security and 

strategic policy would be revised and revitalized on well-thought-out line according to the 

exigencies of the situation. Pakistan has paid a heavy price for its policies in the past. This is 

the time to revamp the security reservations of Pakistan for the uplift of economy and social 

welfare of the masses (Faruqui, 2003).  

Democracy, Development and Discontent in South Asia is a useful joint effort, by Veena 

Kukreja and M.P Singh, which illustrates the social, economic and political turmoil in South 

Asia. This book deals with the issues of democracy, development and discontent in the 

general context of South Asia, and the specific contexts of the major countries of the region. 

Major challenges confronting democracies and development in South Asia, including the 

interface between multicultural identity, democracy and development in India, Movement for 

the Restoration of Democracy (MRD) in Pakistan, and the Maoist movement and its 
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democratic accommodation in Nepal-are part of the detailed discussions in the book (Kukreja 

& Singh, 2008). 

India, Pakistan and the Great Powers, is a valuable book by William J. Barnds which 

foretells the story of interplay of great powers in South Asia particularly in India and 

Pakistan. Great powers, especially, United States and Russia have caused deep imprints on 

the internal and external politics of both India and Pakistan (Barnds, 1972).  

The New International Politics of South Asia written by Vernon Hewitt is an ample repository 

of information relating to understand the new dimensions of international politics, in 21
st
 

century, in South Asian region. South Asia has been remained a hot bed of wars and 

international intrigues between world actors (Hewitt, 1997).  

Jeffrey Mankoff‘s tireless work Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics 

presents a thoughtful and balanced text examines the development of Russian foreign policy 

since the end of Cold War in 1991. Mankoff convincingly demonstrates that today‘s Russia is 

more interested in restoring what its leaders consider to be its rightful place among the 

world‘s major powers than in directly challenging the West. Russia‘s recent assertiveness on 

the world stage is consistent with Russian foreign policymaking since the mid-1990s, rather 

than just a feature of Vladimir Putin‘s leadership. It manifests Russia‘s rapid but fragile 

resurgence as a great power in twenty-first-century world politics. It is, also, argued that there 

is little reason to fear a return to a Cold War-like standoff between Russia and the West. The 

return of the Titan can cause the marking up of a new era of power politics in the world 

(Mankoff, 2009).  

Andrei p. Tsygankov, in his book, Russia Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National 

Identity clearly and comprehensively explores contemporary Soviet/Russian international 

relations, comparing foreign policy formation under Gorbachev, Yeltsin, Medvedev, and 

Putin. A definition of national interests depends on visions of national identity and is rooted 

both in history and domestic politics. Tsygankov explains many turns of Russia‘s identity and 

interaction with the West have evolved by embracing many successes and failures 

(Tsygankov, 2013).  

Russian Foreign Policy: Interests, Vectors, and Sectors are co-effort by Christopher Marsh 

and Nikolas Gvosdev. In a truly contemporary analysis of Moscow‘s relations with its 

neighbors and other strategic international actors, authors use a comprehensive vectors 

approach, dividing the world into eight geographic zones. Each vector chapter looks at the 

dynamics of key bilateral relationships while highlighting major topical issues. Russia is 

going to build diplomatic, trade, and security cooperation relationships with many nations 

from the Western hemisphere to the very South and East of almost all of our continents, 
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accept Oceana. Russia‘s so far failed rapprochement with Pakistan has been discussed in-

length (Marsh & Gvosdev, 2014).  

The Foreign Policy of Russia: Changing Systems, Enduring Interests is a joint venture by 

Robert Donaldson and Joseph L. Nogee, which is an enduring source to understand Russian 

foreign policymaking (Donaldson & Nogee, 1998).  

The New Cold War: Putin‟s Russia and the Threat to the West written by Edward Lucas is a 

perennial source of understanding relations between Russia and the West (Lucas, 2008).   

Russian Foreign Policy in the 21
st
 Century is a profound book edited by Roger Kanet and 

Angela Stent (Kanet, 2010). 

Russian Foreign Policy in the Post-Soviet Era: Reality, Illusion and Mythmaking is a book by 

Bobo Lo, which throws light on different angles of Russian foreign relations after the end of 

Cold War in the world (Lo, 2002).  

Marshall Goldman‘ book Petrostate: Putin, Power and the New Russia emphasizes the 

restoration of Russian grandeur and glory under the outstanding leadership of Vladimir Putin 

(Goldman, 2008). 

Russian Foreign Policy in the Twenty-First Century and the Shadow of the Past is edited by 

Robert Legvold. The book locates that how Russian foreign policy in twenty-first century has 

become the prisoner of the past (Legvold, 2007).   

John Mearsheimer‘s fabulous book The Tragedy of Great Power Politics employs the fact 

that phenomenon of power politics among the nations of the world has caused a constant 

hankering after power situation in the world. Realistic and pragmatic world of power always 

seeks power in a ruthless manner, without having paid any sort of attention to moral 

consideration (Mearsheimer, 2001).  

Andrew Small‘s book The China-Pakistan Axis: Asia‟s New Geopolitics states geopolitical 

and geostrategic situation of Asian continent in the light of briskly emerging Pakistan-China-

Russia axis (Small, 2015).  

China-Pakistan Relations: A Historical Analysis is written by Dr. Ghulam Ali. China and 

Pakistan have close bilateral relations despite practicing two diametrically opposite 

ideologies. Both states have a long history of cordial relations (Ali G. , 2017). 

Chinese Foreign Relations: Power and Policy since the Cold War is a phenomenal effort by 

Robert G. Sutter. China has adopted a changed discourse, after Cold War, in the 

establishment of its foreign relations with international actors (Sutter, 2007).  
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The Domestic Sources of China‟s Foreign Policy: Regimes, Leadership, Priorities and 

Process, is an informative work by Hongyi Lai. As China‘s political and economic influence 

in the world is rapidly increasing, it is essential to understand how China‘s domestic politics 

affects its foreign, political and economic policy. This book offers an accessible, informative 

and up-to-date systemic analysis of the foreign policy of China (Lai, 2010).  

Challenges to Chinese Foreign Policy: Diplomacy, Globalization, and the Next World Power 

are edited by joint effort of Lowell Dittmer, Yufan Hao, and C.X. George Wei. It is said that 

China asserted its role as an emerging global power, symbolically, after having hosted 2008 

summer Olympics games in Beijing- a position it is not likely to relinquish anytime soon. 

China‘s growing economy, military reforms and staggering productivity have contributed to 

its ascendancy as a major player in international affairs (Dittmer, Hao, & Wei, 2009).  

‗Pakistan-Russia Relations: Progress, Prospects and Constraints‘, is a thought-provoking 

article written by Muhammad Hanif, a research fellow at Islamabad Policy Research Institute 

(IPRI), Islamabad. This article locates the establishment of Pak-Russia relations in terms of 

potential progress, prospects and constraints. It holds outstanding importance in current study 

(Hanif, 2013). 

‗Pak-Russia Relations in the Emerging Geo-Strategic Environment‘ is an important joint 

effort by Tasneem Sultana, Sahar Afshan, and Zobi Fatima (Sultana, Afshan, & Fatima, 

2019).  

‗Russia in South Asia: A View from India‘ is an important article by Vinay Shukla, discusses 

multifaceted aspects of Russian Federation‘s involvement in geopolitical and geostrategic 

structure of South Asia from special angling of India‘s geostrategic policy. The end of the 

Cold War and the disintegration of the USSR destroyed the whole fabric of post war security 

arrangements on the peripheral areas of the USSR in Europe as well as in Asia (Vinay, 2013).  

Mohammad Farooq Afzal‘s article, ‗Pakistan-Russian Relations Warm Up‘ has been found of 

tremendous value for this study. Pakistan and Russia are now coming out of stress and strain 

of Cold War‘s antagonistic ambience. Bilateral relations between the two nations are warming 

up now in the changing world horizon in the exclusive post-Cold War, and post 9/11 

developments (Afzal, 2013). 

Nasim Ahmed‘s article ‗Russia for Closer Ties with Pakistan: Khrushchev Tells Zafrullah‘ is 

very valuable historical document relating Pak-Russia relations in the tense environment of 

early phase of Cold War between Capitalist West and Communist Soviet Union (Ahmed N. , 

1963). 
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Zahid Ali Khan‘s ‗New Trends in Pak-Russian Relations since 9/11‘ is a well-written work  

giving explanation to the situation arisen from the terrorist attacks on 9/11 in America. 9/11 

events have settled new trends in the world politics. There are some very crucial 

developments in relations between Pakistan and Russia after the catastrophic incidents of 9/11 

(Khan Z. A., 2011). 

‗Pak-Russia Relations in the Post-Cold War Era‘ is a master‘s thesis by Asif Manzoor. This 

thesis presents a vivid picture of Russo-Pak relations in the post-Cold War period. This work 

is directly related to this study and is a source of good guidance for this research (Manzoor, 

2014). 

Baqir Sajjad Syed‘s article ‗Pakistan, Russia Sign Landmark Defense Cooperation 

Agreement‘ interprets different dimensions of Russo-Pakistan relations in the defense field. 

Pakistan and Russia have a vast space for improvement of relations in the exclusive field of 

defense and security. Surely, enhanced military cooperation between the two states will open 

new vistas of bilateral ties (Syed, 2014 ). 

Raja Mohammad Khan‘s ‗Deferral of Putin‘s Schedule Visit‘ is another important work. 

Cancellation of the visit of Mr. Vladimir Putin has caused a blow to growing Pak-Russia 

relations (Khan R. M., 2012). ‗Pakistan, Russia and China boost military ties further‘ by P. 

Tikhonova locates the importance and possibilities of Sino-Russo-Pakistan military needs and 

ties (Tikhonov, 2016). ‗Russia, China and Pakistan: An Emerging New Axis‘ is an important 

article by J. Mitra which casts limelight on the tripartite relational nexus among Pakistan, 

Russia and China (Mitra, 2015). 

S. Pulipaka‘s article ‗Russia‘s new Approach to Pakistan: All about Arms Sales‘ is an eye 

opener work regarding Pak-Russia relations (Pulipaka, 2016). ‗Russia‘s military cooperation 

agreement with Pakistan: an assessment‘ by R. Roy is work of utmost value for my thesis. 

Writer has given minute observations regarding military cooperation between two nations and 

its varied implications (R, 2014).  Dawn News‘ editorial published in 2003, titled, ‗Musharraf 

begins Russia visit with high hopes‘ is of great utility (News, 2003). 

‗Pakistan-Russia Relations: Economic and Political Dimensions‘ by Muhammad Owais 

discovers political and economic spaces and gaps in Russo-Pakistan relations (Owais, 2007). 

Debidatta Aurobina Mahapatra‘s article ‗Vladimir Putin‘s, Pakistan visit and India‘ is an 

excellent work depicting Indian apprehensions in the wake of Putin‘s expected visit to 

Pakistan (Beyond, 2012). Noor-ul-Haq‘s article ‗Pakistan-Russia Relations‘ published by 

Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI) is of fabulous importance with special reference to 

this research dissertation (Noor-ul-Haq, 2007). 
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‗Pak-Russia Relations: Time for Improvement‘ is an important article on the subject which 

has been written by former foreign minister of Pakistan, Mr. Abdul Sattar (Sattar, Pak-Russia 

Relations: Time for Improvement, 2007). Tanvir Ahmad Khan s‘ article ‗To Russia, With 

Love‘ is another valuable asset in this regard (Khan T. A., 2012). Islamabad, Moscow set 

sights on new era of relations‘ DAWN, 2011, September 18, is a resourceful article regarding 

this research work. This article is very informative and suggestive so far as this research is 

concerned (Dawn, 2011). ‗No excuse to violate Pakistan sovereignty: Russia‘ DAWN 

(Islamabad), 2011, November 28. This article is  of utmost importance for addressing my 

research orientations into the desired direction (Dawn, 2011). 

Another useful article ‗Vladimir Putin to visit Pakistan in Sep‘ published in The Express 

Tribune (Islamabad) on March 7, 2012, is also an article of great strength and utility for my 

proposed dissertation. This article throws light on the vision of President Vladimir Putin 

relating the future cooperation between Russia and Pakistan in economic and military fields 

(Tribune, 2013). 

‗Working Together: Pakistan, Russia Vow to Support Afghan Peace Initiative‘ The Express 

Tribune is an important article in connection with the study under consideration. This article 

contains deep analytical view on the situation in Afghanistan. Also, the peaceful solution of 

Afghan problem and role of Pakistan and Russia in this regard has been discussed (Tribune E. 

T., 2012). 

‗Pakistan, Russia Agree on Reconciliation in Afghanistan‘ Pakistan Today, (Islamabad), 

2012, February 09, is an important article in connection with the study under consideration. 

This article contains deep analytical view on the situation in Afghanistan. Also, the peaceful 

solution of Afghan problem and role of Pakistan and Russia in this regard has been discussed. 

(Today, 2012). Tareq Fatemi‘s article ‗Reaching out to Russia‘ published in DAWN 

(Islamabad Daily) on April 21, 2007, is an invaluable asset in this research work. The writer 

is well known figure of foreign affairs of Pakistan who casts light on the importance of 

relations for Pakistan with Russia in the changing security and economic dynamics of the 

region (Fatemi, 2007). ‗Russia and Pakistan: Shared Challenges and Common Opportunities‘ 

by Vladimir Moskalenko and Petr Topychkanov is an excellent treatise in accordance with 

common interests between Russia and Pakistan (Vladimir & Petr, 2014). ‗Russia s‘ Relations 

with India & Pakistan‘ is an impressive article by Dr. Mark A Smith. In this article writer 

takes an analytical-comparative view of existing relations of Russian Federation with India 

and Pakistan. This article is very much relevant and beneficial to this research work (Smith, 

2004).  
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‗Russia in South Asia: Balancing United States and China‘ is an article by Fatima Raza 

published in South Asian Voices. Writer has disseminated that Russia under Putin is trying to 

make an inroad into South Asian politics to set a balance viz-a -viz with United States and 

China to make its presence realized in the region (Raza, 2017). A. Alekseyev‘s article ‗Russia 

and Pakistan Have Common Interests‘ is very informative document regarding the common 

benefits of Pakistan and Russian Federation (Alekseyev, 2017). ‗Pakistan in the Regional and 

Global Power Structure‘ by Dr. Rasul B. Rais, an eminent scholar of International Relations 

and International Politics, is an article of great utility in this study (Rais, 1991).  

A.Z. Hilali‘s article ‗Pakistan-Russia Relations: Bitter Cold War and Better Today‘ has great 

relevance to this research work. The article throws light on the tense history of Pak-Russia 

relations during Cold War. A way forward strategy is also suggested by the writer with better 

futuristic enterprises (A.Z.Hilali, 2012). ‗Pakistan-Russia Relations: Moscow‘s New 

Approach towards South Asia‘ is very conducive attempt by Rashid Ahmad. The article 

mirrors new thought process in South Asian affairs (Ahmad, 2019). 

Stephen Blank‘s article ‗Russia‘s Quiet Rapprochement with Pakistan‘ is an impressive work 

which elaborates developing ties between Pakistan and Russia in the post-Cold War, and 

post-9/11 perspective (Blank, 2012). Kaleem Omar‘s article ‗Energy Corridor could become 

an Economic Bonanza for Pakistan‘ states the importance of CPEC (China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor), and the need for strategic cooperation among Pakistan, China and 

Russia in the backdrop of evolving regional dynamics (Omar, 2006). 

‗Pak-US Relations Re-defined after 9/11‘ by Ali Asghar is an important article stating 

America-Pakistan relations in the changed political ambience of the world as well as its 

impact on South Asian political dynamics (Asghar, 2015). ‗Is a Paradigm Shift in Pakistan‘s 

Regional Policy Possible‘ is an article by Jamal and Umair which explains the possibilities of 

changes in the foreign policy of Pakistan (Jamal, 2017). ‗The Benefits and Risks of the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor‘ by Shi Zhiqin and Lu Yang throws light on Sino-Pak relations 

in the face of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) (Zhiqin & Yang, 2016).  

Dr. Nazir Hussain s‘ article ‗Pak-Russia Relations: Lost Opportunities and Future Options‘ is 

a specialized study of the subject. This article analyses the past history and futuristic outlook 

of Pakistan relations with Russian Federation (Hussain N. , 2012). V.R. Raghavan‘s article 

‗Limited War and Nuclear Escalation in South Asia‘ throws light on the impending hazards of 

nuclear war in South Asian region (Raghavan V. , 2001). Srimal Fernando article ‗Peace 

through Regional Integration: The Political Economy of South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC)‘ states the importance of SAARC in bringing peace and 

prosperity in South Asia (Fernando, 2019). Shabir Ahmad Khan and Muhammad Khan‘s 
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article ‗Pakistan-Russia Collaboration: Implications for Afghanistan and Central Asia‘ is an 

invaluable treatise relating this dissertation (Khan & Khan, 2019). 

Robinson Paul and Jay Dixon‘s article ‗Soviet Development Theory and Economic and 

Technical Assistance to Afghanistan, 1954-1991‘ explains Soviet interest in Afghanistan, 

Central Asia, and South Asia (Paul & Dixon, 2010). A.Z. Hilali‘s article ‗Cold War Politics 

of Superpowers in South Asia‘ disseminates role and interest of super powers in the regional 

politics of South Asia in the period of Cold War (Hilali, 2006). Timur Dadabaev‘s article 

‗Afghanistan in 2019: Trump‘s ―Walk Away‖ Strategy and the Future of Post-Election 

Afghanistan‘ sheds light on protracted American war in Afghanistan, its impact on 

Afghanistan and other South Asian states (Dadabaev, 2020).  

Mohammad Tehseen‘s article ‗Sino-US Competition: Implications for South Asia and the 

Asia-Pacific‘ opines about growing rivalry between United States and China in South Asia 

and Asia Pacific region (Tehseen, 2017). Venu Rajamony‘s article ‗India-China-US Triangle: 

A ‗Soft‘ Balance of Power System in the Making‘ is an excellent writing which explores the 

complications of the changing politics of South Asia with reference to super powers, and 

regional powers (Rajamony, 2002). T.V. Paul‘s article, ‗When Balance of Power meets 

Globalization: China, India and the Small States of South Asia‘ employs the struggle to 

maintain balance of power in the region of South Asia (V., 2019). Rohan Mukherjee‘s article 

‗Looking West, Acting East: India's Indo-Pacific Strategy‘ implores the dominant dimensions 

of Indian foreign policy with reference to US, China, and Russia (Mukherjee, 2019). Roberta 

Thompson Manning‘s book The Crisis of the Old Order in Russia: Gentry and Government 

gives a detailed analytical comparison of old and new Russia (Manning, 2019). Ahmad Ali‘s 

research dissertation ―Changing Facets of Pakistan's Foreign Policy: US Influence as a Factor 

(1971-2000)‖ gives an in-length analysis of changing dynamics of foreign policy of Pakistan 

(Ali A. , 2020). Amina Khan‘s article ‗Russia-China-Pakistan Third Trilateral Dialogue on 

Afghanistan‘ discusses in detail the future role of Russia and China in Afghanistan (Khan A. , 

2017). 

P. Topychkanov‘s article ‗Why Russia Must Come Clean on its Pakistan Policy‘ shows 

serious interest of Russian Federation for the establishment of fruitful relations with Pakistan 

(Topychkanov, 2017). Mathieu Boulègue‘s article ‗The US–Russia Relationship is Likely to 

Deteriorate Further in 2018‘ is a thought provoking effort to show the futuristic line of 

interaction between the two global powers (Boulègue, 2018). The article ‗Putin Equates 

Russia‘s ‗Look East‘ with US‘ Asia Pivot‘ elaborates the new approach of Russia towards 

Asia in the changing global ambience (Post, 2014). The article ‗Russia‘s Joining of CPEC to 

Enhance China, Russia and Pakistan Cooperation‘ is very crucial article expressing increasing 

Russian interest to join China Pakistan Economic Corridor (Today, Russia‘s Joining of CPEC 
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to Enhance China, Russia and Pakistan Cooperation, 2017). ‗Moscow, Beijing to Sign 

Declaration on World Order‘ displays Russian tilt towards Asia, particularly towards China 

(Novosti, 2005). Waseem Ullah‘s research thesis ‗Pakistan's Post 9/11 Domestic Security 

Challenges: Perils and Prospects of National Internal Security Policy and National Action 

Plan (2005-2015) gives an analytical account of security threats to Pakistan in the wake of 

post 9/11 atmosphere of the world (Ullah, 2020). Rizwan Zeb‘s article ‗Pakistan and the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization‘ discusses the vitality of SCO and Pakistan‘s 

membership of SCO (Zeb, 2006). Adnan Ali Shah‘s article ‗Pakistan-Russia Relations: Post-

Cold War Era‘ is also an important effort to understand Russian and Pakistani interaction in 

the specific environment of post-Soviet world (Shah A. A., 2001). 

‗Lavrov Stresses Ties with Pakistan after Putin Cancels Visit‘ is an article of immense value 

for this research dissertation (Lavrov, 2012). 

Romesh Thakur and Carlyle Thayer, eds., ‗Reshaping Regional Relations: Asia-Pacific and 

the Former Soviet Union‘ highlights the Russian desire to reshape their relations with Asian 

countries (Thakur & Thayer, 1993). Dmitry Sidorov‘s article ‗Nakhichevan: Disturbances on 

the Border‘ sets upon the Moscow‘s concern over growing unrest in Central Asia (Sidorov, 

1990). Sabir Shah‘s article ‗A Brief Recap of the Troubled Pak-Russia Relationship‘ casts 

light on the disgruntled history of Pak-Russia relations during Cold War period (Shah S. , 

2012). Ardeshir Cowasjee‘s ‗A Recap of Soviet-Pakistan Relations‘ is a value-added writing 

on the analytical history of Pak-Russia relations (Cowasjee, 2011). Ansar Mahmood Bhatti‘s 

article ‗Pakistan-Russia Détente?‘ explains the geo-strategic dimensions of Pakistan-Russia 

security cooperation (Bhatti, 2003). 

Hasan Askari‘s article ‗Pakistan‘ Foreign Policy: an Overview 1947-2004‘ employs a 

scholarly analysis on the soared history of Russo-Pak relations (Askari H. , 2004). Raja. G. 

Mujtaba‘s article ‗Pak-Russia Bilateral Relations‘ explores some hidden dimensions of the 

history of the relations of the two states (Mujtaba, 2014). Dr. Hasan Askari Rizvi‘s article 

‗New Opening towards Russia‘ opens the possible vistas of bilateral ties between the two 

countries (Rizvi H. A., 2014). Nadeem Hyder‘s article ‗Pakistan-Russia Geopolitical 

Convergence‘ unfolds the possibilities of geopolitical cooperation between Russia and 

Pakistan (Hyder, 2012).  

It was found, after having reviewed the literature extensively, that there was a wide research 

gap in the existing study of Pak-Russia relations. There was a dire need to fulfill this 

academic gap by taking into account the existing literature through analytical and 

interpretational discourse in order to plug the loopholes in the research. It came to know, 

while reviewing literature, that most of the literature regarding Pakistan and Russia relations 
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belongs to Cold War era. It is equally important that abundance of existing literature, either 

belongs to Cold War era or Post-Cold War era, focuses upon the formation of Pakistan and 

Russia bilateral ties on the ideological, and international lines without considering the 

pragmatic regional requirements of Pakistan, and South Asian region. It is, all the more, 

important to describe that this study duly fulfills the existing research gap which was present 

in the already available material relating to the said topic.  

Pakistan and USSR distanced poles apart from each other during Cold War period. Pakistan 

joined US-led Capitalist bloc during Cold War era, incurring, understandably, the wrath of 

USSR-led Communist bloc. Pakistan took extreme ideological stance against Communist 

Soviet Union to show her unwavering and unfaltering loyalty to United State and the Western 

Europe. Pakistan played central role against USSR in Russo-Afghan war of 1979-1989, by 

offering all out support to US-sponsored Mujahidin to inflict a crushing defeat on Soviet 

Union. This study focuses, exclusively, on Pak-Russia relations in the South Asian contextual 

reference. Moreover, this dissertation takes a pragmatic-cum-realist line of action in the 

formulation of Pakistan and Russia relations, specifically, in Post-Cold War period. It is tried 

to fulfill this research gap in existing literature to make fabulous addition regarding the 

history and foreign policies of Pakistan and Russian Federation with special reference to 

South Asia. 

1.8: Research Methodology   

In order to carry out this study, Realist approach is applied. The research is based on 

qualitative analysis while taking into account literature review, historical perspective of the 

events and published contents related to the dissertation. Qualitative tools like relevant 

literature, historical perspectives, published contents, and discourse analysis is utilized. This 

is a qualitative research in its essence. This study employs analytical and interpretative 

approach besides historical descriptive method. It is an explanatory research. This study 

renders interpretation of history and of empirical facts. The study utilizes the important 

sources for data collection, primarily, secondary sources which mostly include the books, the 

newspaper articles, journal articles, the internet articles and material, and the various 

compilations of statements, observations and views of eminent scholars of International 

Relations and International Politics, and of foreign policy experts.  

1.9: Original Contribution to Knowledge   

A plenty of literature was available on the topic so far as its theoretical construction is 

concerned. It goes without saying that inception of Pakistan‘s diplomatic relations with Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), Indo-US deal regarding atomic energy and weapons, 

high-sounding clamor of American New World Order (NWO) in the wake of catastrophic 
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events of 9/11, rise of United States as the sole super power of the world, American endeavor 

to contain China in Indian Ocean Region (IOR), American struggle to put the obstacles in the 

way of Russian Federation to halt it from entering into world power politics arena, once 

again, in post-Cold War atmosphere, are widely trodden paths in the existing literature. 

Nonetheless, there was a scarcity of material regarding Pak-Russia relations in the Post-Cold 

War period which would have given birth to an understandably logical cohesion between 

glaring regional and international moorings. This dissertation has become an extraneous 

fortitude to bridge up the academic gulf in the existing literature. Resultantly-cum-logically, 

this effort has amounted to the level of original contribution to the existing knowledge.  

1.10: Research Design  

A research design is the first and foremost undertaking to conduct a research. Entire strategy 

of the study is explained through research design so that the hypothesis and research 

questions could be elucidated. Pak-Russia Relations is the case study in this dissertation. 

Behavior patterns are analyzed by interpreting state institutions, decisions, policies, and 

incidents. A qualitative approach has been adopted to investigate empirical-historical facts 

and figures in a vested framework of singularity. An explanatory research methodology is 

applied to bring to fore the truthfulness and hidden strength of Pak-Russia relations. A 

deductive method has been applied to give confirmation to the formulated hypothesis to make 

the research valid up to the maximum extent. Secondary source are utilized extensively to 

complete this research. The author has visited famous Think Tanks of Pakistan like Institute 

of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI), Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI), Institute of 

Regional Studies Islamabad (IRS), Center for Gulf and Pakistan Studies Islamabad (CGPS), 

libraries of Quaid-i-Azam university Islamabad, Punjab university Lahore, National Defense 

University Islamabad, and Quaid-i-Azam library Lahore for the purpose of extensive 

information. An extensive literature review has been examined to refurbish the dissertation 

with most authentic and beneficial material. The interaction with scholars, experts and 

policymakers was an experiment of fabulous advantage. There were a lot of restraints and 

restrictions faced by the researcher such as reaching out to scholars and policymakers, visits 

of Think Tanks and universities, and access to classified and declassified material in archives 

and libraries. 

1.11: Implications of the Research  

Extensive literature has been reviewed in order to get detailed information about the research 

topic to throw full-fledged light on every nook and corner. Theory-based approach is 

employed to the study to give a smooth road map to the study under consideration. 

Indigenous, regional and international factors have been analyzed to discern the effect of Cold 
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War period and Post-Cold War period on the shaping of Russo-Pakistan relations. Pakistan 

and Russia remained, for most of the time, hostile to each other through history. This soared 

history has provided the perceptions and conceptions about the past nature of Pak-Russia 

relations. Review of historical literature and the precious opinions of scholars have availed us 

with fabulous data regarding our research. The data analysis has provided with invaluable 

findings, drawn of conclusions and recommendations, and the policy parameters towards the 

finalization of the dissertation.  

Discourse of Pak-Russia relations has brought about rational conception of bloc-making 

which could be viewed through theoretical lenses. Dependent and independent variables, and 

their causal connection for the formulation of Pak-Russia relations, have been comprehended 

through laborious literature review and evolving incidents. The empirical proofs and 

analytical backdrops were achieved through content analysis of reshuffled historical annals. 

The endeavor to get Pak-Russia relations back on the track through a suggested devolution of 

comprehensive strategy is drawn out to deduce patent results and findings.  

Russia, being a potential super power of the world, is going to exert its privileged position in 

the bullring of international politics. Pakistan can derive maximum fruits out of its relations 

with Russia in the exclusive context of South Asian region. Russia may become an 

advantageous entity for Pakistan as a permanent member of United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC). Pakistan and Russia, in the wake of awaited withdrawal of US-led coalition forces 

from Afghan territory, could search for their areas of convergence in economic and strategic 

interests despite having pitied history of their mutual relations during Cold War 

zombification, Russo-Afghan war, Post-Cold War ramifications and global war on terror. 

Pakistan and Russia can be benefitted out of stable and peaceful political conditions in 

Afghanistan, Central Asia and South Asia.  

Russia could pump in its investment in Pakistan to capitalize lucrative benefits through 

business and trade, while, Pakistan, in return, may boost up its meager and fragile economy as 

a result of potential Russian investment. Pakistan faces a critical economic situation due to 

fragmented American aid. Ironically speaking, India is getting closer to America and West to 

catch more economic and military advantages. It has become mandatory for Pakistan to locate 

the drift in its thinking process about Russia. Contemporary political era poses formidable 

challenges for the justification of intended relations between Russia and Pakistan. 

The regional and domestic affairs of Pakistan and Russia may become conducive for them to 

devolve supportive policies from cordial relations between the two. The nature of Pak-Russia 

relations would be analyzed rationally to make this study most beneficial for both countries. 

This research work has brought to the lime light the potential pool of perks and privileges for 
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Russia and Pakistan. This very topic makes the research vitally valuable for both the states in 

21
st
 century. The dissertation is be very conducive and crucial for Pakistan to protect its 

invaluable national and strategic assets by the adoption of certain line of thinking to devise a 

way forward mechanism for future mutual relations.  

The study becomes an important treatise by detecting the areas of common interest and shared 

opportunities for Russia and Pakistan. The study has also defined some of the new areas of 

research for the social scientists in their future research. The future Russian diplomatic 

accomplishment would, also, take a day light guidance from this study to establish its 

relations with Pakistan specifically and with other South Asian nations generally. 

1.12:  Scope of Research  

This research would be of utmost importance in lieu of its focus on Pak-Russia relations in 

the complex interdependent and intertwined world. Developing Pak-Russia bilateral ties are 

required to be looked in the multi-faceted international developments so as to express the 

significance of the Pak-Russia relations in this specification. There are multifarious factors 

which affect Russo-Pakistan relations in the regional context. These factors constitute 

ongoing Afghan imbroglio, Pak-India standoff, Sino-Indian competition, Pak-America 

stalemate, Pak-China-Russia nexus and Pak-Afghanistan adversary in South Asia.   

1.13: Theoretical and Conceptual Framework 

In international relations, behavior of states could be described and interpreted by taking into 

consideration various theories of International Relations and International Politics. Vested 

circumstances in international system, give birth to varied developments and movements 

across the planet. Theories of Realism and Complex Interdependence assumed the 

assumptions of theoretical frameworks to explain the concepts of war and peace, conflict and 

cooperation, competition and challenge, and rivalry and reward under different situations and 

conditions. The world has become a globalized village due to technological onslaught with an 

ongoing perpetual struggle for power and prestige by adopting differed strategies and plans to 

control the reins of the world. Since the bygone ages, states had been remained entangled in 

the pursuit of grabbing more and more power to exert their personality in an assertive and 

effective way. State-system had always been remained prisoner of the theory of Realism from 

the time immemorial to the present day world.  Contrary to the Idealist theory of state 

behavior, Realist school of thought attempts to analyze state behavior on realist-cum-

interdependent counts. Anarchic political system of the world of nature, always craves for the 

appropriation of power in the Darwinian truthful context of ‗Survival of the Fittest‘, even in 

the 21
st
 century. We can seek reemergence of Russian Federation as a major stakeholder of 

power politics in worldwide recognition only on Realist assumptions, strengthening the 
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realist-cum-interdependent notions again, in return. Today‘s world is world of exclusive 

Realism and Complex Interdependence due to the given exigencies of the time. Pakistan and 

Russia are required to establish their relations by taking into account the strands of Realism, 

and Complex Interdependence to fashion bilateral ties on earthly requirements without 

hankering after the utopian, idealistic and romantic aspirations. Theoretical complexity is 

addressed so that the dissertation would carry out theoretical analysis of strategic cooperation 

between Pakistan and Russian Federation. It is argued that Complex Interdependence has 

explained the relationship of alignment of political, economic and strategic interests of both 

the countries. At the same time, expansion of strategic cooperation between the two states 

aims at achieving power objectives rooted in Realist Paradigm. This behavior pattern of both 

the countries has been best explained by the Realist theoretical framework. 

1.14:  Structure of the Study 

For the discussion of regional implications of Pak-Russia relations in evolving regional 

dynamics in the Post-Cold War period, the thesis has been divided in six chapters.                 

The first chapter is introductory chapter explaining the problem statement, central argument, 

research questions, objectives of the study, and methodology of research. Relevant literature 

has, also, been reviewed in this chapter. This chapter also analyses the theoretical and 

conceptual framework of the study. The theories of Realism and Complex Interdependence 

have been explained political, economic and strategic dimensions of Pak-Russia relations. A 

discussion on the application of such theories on bilateral relations helps one understand 

regional and global developments that had strong implications for Pak-Russia relations in the 

Post-Cold War period. The second chapter has provided a historical overview of Pak-Russia 

relations from 1948 to 2018, by focusing on developments in Pak-Russia relations during and 

after Cold War stressing political, economic and strategic dimensions of the relationship. The 

third chapter has discussed the impact of evolving regional dynamics on Pak-Russia relations 

in the Post-Cold War era, and the regional implications of growing Pak-Russia relations for 

both the countries. Fourth chapter has located the role of Russian Federation, United States, 

and China in South Asian region. Fifth chapter has employed overall conflicting political, 

social and strategic situation of South Asian region. Sixth chapter has described conclusion 

and recommendations of the dissertation.   
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CHAPTER-02 

          HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF PAK-RUSSIA RELATIONS: 1948-2018 

2.1: Introduction 

There are numerous theories which are circled in the West regarding the behavior of Soviet 

Union with other countries, particularly its neighbors. The ‗Soviet Reality‘ was fascinated by 

prominent scholars and academicians in letter and spirit (Mahdi, Pakistan's Foreign Policy 

(1971-1981): The Search for Security, 1999). A ‗New Reality‘ is always created and 

constructed by the adoption of a specific framework while tracking a theory. Soviet Union‘s 

external manipulations are more often permanent, while some others are contesting.   

Pak-Soviet Union relations can be best explained by looking into the patterns of connectivity 

that exist between the functional atmosphere and psychological climate. Domestic and foreign 

elements, in hybridization, analyze in a best possible way the construction of edifice of Pak-

Russia relations. An appropriate analytical instrument to discern the very nature of relations 

between Russia and Pakistan is the research design offered by Michael Brecher (Nazir 

Hussain, 2012). It could be stated that foreign systematic patterns generate the decisions, and 

react to cope with emerging challenges and obstacles to make the flow of demands and 

expectations possible through a sustained and well-thought-out process (Lavrov, 2012).  

2.2: Inception of Pak-Soviet Union Diplomatic Relations 

There is ‗no permanent friend or foe‘ in international relations. This principle can be applied 

to Russo-Pakistan bilateral ties so far as the literal sense of the dictum is concerned 

(Alekseyev, 1979). Diplomatic relations between USSR and Pakistan were first maintained in 

May, 1948. Pakistan preferred United States over Soviet Union, to get itself aligned with, for 

economic and security assistance (Thakur & Thayer, Reshaping Regional Relation: Asia-

Pacific and the Former Soviet Union, 1993). History states that Pakistani political elite 

requested to America and Western European states to assist infant state of Pakistan with 

maximum possible financial and defense support (Rais, Pakistan in the Regional and Global 

Power Structure, 1991).  

2.3: Inclusion of Pakistan into Western Defense Pacts 

These steps, taken by Pakistan, disposed a way forward approach of Pakistan in the 

foreseeable future. Later on, Pakistan expressed its obvious consent to join the British-

designed defense pact ‗Middle East Defense Organization‘ (MEDO). MEDO was a brainchild 

of Great Britain to counter the growing Soviet influence in the Middle Eastern region. 

However, this arrangement remained a pipe dream that never be realized (Rais, Pakistan in 
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the Regional and Global Power Structure, 1991).For the utter despondency of Soviet Union, 

Pakistan became the regular member of US security pacts, CENTO (Central Treaty 

Organization), and SEATO (South East Asian Treaty Organization) in 1954 and 1955 

respectively (Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation, 2000). Capitalist world made ruthless 

efforts to contain and confine the circle of impact of rising Communist giants, the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), and Peoples Republic of China (PRC) (Ali, 1967). In this 

way, Pakistan became a frontline state in the US war against the Communism. Ironically, both 

the targets were its neighbors, Soviet Union and China, in favor of a distant friend, United 

States of America. 

2.4: Pak-Soviet Love-Hate Relation during Ayub Regime   

Pakistan, with the passage of time, emerged as most antagonistic state against Communist 

ideology on behalf of the Western Capitalist powers (Ali, 1967). Pakistan supported the 

Britain and France during Suez Crisis (October 1956-March 1957) which had given birth to 

the perception in Muslim countries that Pakistan is a puppet state into the hands of Capitalist 

forces led by United States  (Dmitry Sidorov, 1990). In 1959, Pakistan moved a step forward 

to show its anti-Communist stance in the eyes of its Western Masters after having signed an 

agreement with the United States to protect its western boundaries from the onslaught of 

Communist renderings in the region (Kapur, 1987). Situation gone from bad to worse in 1960, 

when Soviet -Union captured a US plane, named U-2, on a spy mission over Soviet territory. 

Soviets took this incident as a severe blow to their national sovereignty, and marked to take 

Pakistan to task for this act (Kapur, 1987). It was come to know by the pilot of the plane that 

he had taken off from Badaber Airbase in Peshawar, Pakistan (Kapur, 1987). Owing to this 

revelation, Soviet leader Khrushchev got furious and circled Peshawar red on map which 

resulted into further deterioration of Soviet-Pakistan relations (Beckman, 1985). In later 

years, during the presidency of Ayub Khan, Pak-Soviet ties remained cordial and warm as 

cultural and trade activities had gone on the rise between two states from 1966-1971 

(Beckman, 1985).  

2.5: Indo-Soviet Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation-1971, and the 

Dismemberment of Pakistan 

India attacked East Pakistan in December 1971 due to the encouragement it derived from 

Indo-Soviet treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation which was signed in August 1971 

(Beckman, 1985). Soviet Union supplied huge amount of arms to Indian army under this 

treaty on concessional terms. For further embarrassment of Pakistan, Soviet Union vetoed all 

resolutions which Pakistan put forth in United Nations Security Council to enforce ceasefire 
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truce in East Pakistan. This antagonism of Soviet leadership towards Pakistan widened the 

gulf of relations between the two countries.  

Tashkent Declaration, which was concluded between India and Pakistan in 1966 with the 

mediatory role of Soviet Union to put an end to Indo-Pak war of 1965, was followed by the 

first ever visit of Prime Minister Kosygin to Pakistan on April 17, 1968. During the 60s, 

Pakistan was offered to join Kosygin‘s plan for a regional economic grouping, comprising 

Afghanistan, India, Iran, Pakistan and the Soviet Union, and Brezhnev‘s idea of an Asian 

Collective Security arrangement. Pakistan did not accept these economic and security 

proposals because it saw that Russian motives behind the proposal were to contain Chinese 

influence in the region and, also, to jeopardize its friendship with China. Consequently, the 

Kremlin made it clear to Islamabad that without its [Pakistan] support, it would be very 

difficult for the former [Russia] to maintain its position in Asia. This put an end to the short-

lived period of friendly relations between the two countries. This was also the time when 

policymakers in Pakistan started asserting that it was Indo-Soviet joint ventures under the 

Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation of August 1971, which encouraged India to 

dismember Pakistan‘s Eastern Wing into today‘s Bangladesh. Pakistan‘s bilateral relations 

with Soviet Russia began to worsen even further.  

2.6: Pak-Soviet Amicable Relations in Z.A Bhutto’s Period 

In 1974, the ice which covered the Pak-Soviet relations began to be melted with an official 

visit paid to Moscow by Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto (Beckman, 1985). This visit of 

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto marked with the inauguration of new chapter of warm and cordial 

bilateral relations between Soviet Union and Pakistan. Soviet Union became ready to the 

integration of Steel Mills in Karachi on the request of Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. 

Establishment of Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) in Karachi was a great gift of Soviet Union to 

Pakistan showing the warmth and strength of Pak-Soviet relations during Z.A Bhutto‘s reign. 

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto pursued USSR to set up oilfields in Pakistan to explore oil reserves in 

Pakistan with Soviet advanced technological assistance. Pakistan and Soviet Union, due to 

Z.A Bhutto‘s manifested tilt towards Communism, enjoyed very strong amicable relations 

from 1972-1977 which were proved reciprocally benefitted for both nations. This honey 

moon period of Pak-Soviet relations was soon over due to the Soviet military intrusion in 

Afghanistan to cause the bilateral relations to touch the lowest ebb (Malik, Domestic 

Determinants of Soviet Foreign Policy towards South Asia and the Middle East , 1990). 
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2.7: Russo-Afghan War (1979-1989)-An Era of Acute Tension between Pakistan 

and Soviet Union: Emergence of Zia-ul-Haq and Loves’ Labors’ Lost 

Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979. Pakistan arraigned against Soviet aggression in 

Afghanistan with the support of United States. Mujahidin from all over the world were 

recruited, sponsored, trained and launched from Pakistani territory into Afghanistan against 

Soviet aggression. Pakistan became a training camp and a launching pad for Afghan Warriors 

(Mujahidin) to unleash Islamic Jihad against Communist Soviet Union. This ruthless 

campaign was funded by United States, West and Saudi Arabia in terms of money and arms. 

Mujahidin had inflicted a crushing defeat on Soviet forces in Afghanistan which resulted into 

the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan in 1989. This whole reign of Russo-Afghan war was 

termed as an era of high-mounted tension between Pakistan and Soviet Union (Malik, 

Domestic Determinants of Soviet Foreign Policy towards South Asia and the Middle East , 

1990).  

Pakistan played the pivotal role in this great game. Pak-Soviet relations were marked as the 

darkest relations during this era. Consequently, the withdrawal of Soviet forces from 

Afghanistan was resulted into the disintegration of Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(USSR). With the dismemberment of Soviet Union, the Cold War epoch was ended in 1991. 

Relations between Pakistan and Russian Federation were glaringly bettered with immediate 

effect of ending of Cold War. Later, the rise of Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan‘s backing 

up and recognition of Taliban regime in Afghanistan caused another blow to rejuvenated 

romance of Eagle and Bear. It is said that things showed some signs of improvement during 

the reign of Z.A Bhutto in 1970s (Carew-Hunt, The Importance of Doctrine', Soviet Conduct 

in World Affairs , 1960). Z.A Bhutto had used the concept of ‗Bilateralism‘ extensively and 

rationally in his foreign policy objectives while readjusting relations with great powers, 

particularly with Soviet Union and China (Carew-Hunt, The Importance of Doctrine', Soviet 

Conduct in World Affairs , 1960).  

In July 1977, General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq, the Chief of Army Staff of armed forces of 

Pakistan, ousted the elected Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, and imposed Martial Law in 

Pakistan. Mr. Bhutto was arrested and ultimately sentenced to death in April 1979. Zia-ul-

Haq‘s emergence on the throne caused a topsy-turvy to Z.A Bhutto‗s foreign policy especially 

towards Soviet Union.  Zia-ul-Haq had put the whole weight in American support putting 

Soviets on back burners in their policy towards Pakistan. Pakistan became the conduit of US 

war efforts against Soviet Union. Pakistan supplied the wellsprings of manpower, ideology 

and logistic support to USA by becoming the frontline state against war on Communism by 

using, allegedly, coined theory of ‗Warm Waters of Arabian Sea‘ (Sharp, 1960). Pakistan, as 
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the war progressed under the intoxication of American love, challenged the Soviet circle of 

impact by crossing the permanent Soviet red lines in Afghanistan.  

2.8: The Post-Cold War Era-Rebirth of Pak-Russia Relations 

Pak-Russia relations took a new shape with the dawn of post-Cold War era in the world. 

These relations cemented under the premiership of Nawaz Sharif (Sharp, 1960). Pakistan and 

Russian Federation agreed upon to sign many industrial, economic and trade agreements as a 

result of successful visit of Pakistani Premier to Moscow (Sharp, 1960).  Credible visit of 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to Russia had opened the new vistas of routine exchanges of 

tours by both Pakistani and Russian top aides. End of Afghan war, ultimately, resulted into 

end of Cold War between United States and Soviet Union. Relations between Pakistan and 

Russian Federation were glaringly bettered with immediate effect of ending of Cold War. End 

of Cold War ended atmosphere of conflict internationally.  

Later, the rise of Taliban, and Pakistan‘s backing up and recognition of Taliban regime in 

Afghanistan, caused another blow to rejuvenated romance of Eagle and Bear. USSR was 

dismembered in 1991, as a logical corollary of Russo-Afghan war, which put an end to 

protracted ideological Cold War between the staunch rivals, USA and USSR. Red bear was 

trapped, defeated and killed on Afghan soil, once and for all. Post-Cold War era ushered a 

new history of relations between Pakistan and Russian Federation by putting aside the burden 

of ideological renderings of Cold War to bring the two natives closer. According to Thomas 

Hardy, natives have to return, ultimately, to their essence. So would be the case of Pakistan 

and Russia. 

2.9: Pak-Russia Relations in Post 9/11 World   

Catastrophic incidents of 9/11, in 2001, masterminded by Al-Qaeda terrorists, posed a serious 

threat to American homeland security (W. W. Kulski The Soviet Union in World Affairs, 

1973). An overnight change in Pakistan‘s previous policy regarding Taliban in Afghanistan 

was observed when Pakistan joined hands with United States to crush Al-Qaeda-cum-Taliban 

terrorist hideouts in Afghanistan. This was a paradigm shift in Pakistan‘s foreign policy 

concerning Afghanistan. As a result of Pakistan‘s changed policy towards Taliban regime in 

Afghanistan, Russia took some drastic steps to make its relations better with Pakistan. Russia 

endorsed Pakistan for its joining of international coalition to fight against terrorism, 

specifically against Taliban militants in Afghanistan.  

 Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov visited Pakistan in 2007 after which both the 

nations got closer to each other (Bennigsen & Broxup, Islamic Threat to the Soviet State, 

1983). He was the first Russian Prime Minister to visit Pakistan in the Post-Soviet Union era 

in thirty eight years (Bennigsen & Broxup, Islamic Threat to the Soviet State, 1983).  His 
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Majesty‘s meetings with President of Pakistan General Pervez Musharraf, and Prime Minister 

Shoukat Aziz ensued the matters of mutual interests between Pakistan and Russia in a very 

conducive environment. Leadership of both nations vowed vehemently to boost up their ties, 

by all the ways and means, in economic and security spheres (Bennigsen & Broxup, Islamic 

Threat to the Soviet State, 1983). 

As a gesture of love, Pakistan‘s Petroleum Minister made an official visit to Moscow in 

November 2007 in return to Fradkov‘s visit to Pakistan in order to give pace to mutual 

relationship. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between the two states to 

explore the possibilities of joint collaboration in oil sector (Rywkin, 1982). It is the strong 

political desire of both nations to plug the loopholes in economic interaction. The annual trade 

turnover is a pitiful $700 million (Rywkin, 1982). Defense relations between Moscow and 

Islamabad have also been non-existent except one Maverick helicopter deal in 1969 during 

the then President Yahiya Khan's visit to Moscow (Rywkin, 1982). Pakistan has shown keen 

interest in the purchase of a Mi-35 attack helicopter to combat terrorist activities on its soil. 

2.10: Overview of Pak-Russia Relations in Post-Cold War Era: 1990-2018  

Under the democratic government of Zardari-Gillani, relations between Pakistan and Russia 

have improved significantly. In 2010, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin stated that 

Russia was against the developing strategic and military ties with Pakistan because of Russian 

desire to place emphasis on strategic ties with India (Rywkin, 1982). In 2011, Russia changed 

its policy and Putin publicly endorsed Pakistan‘s bid to join the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) and said Pakistan was a very important partner in South Asia and in the 

Muslim world for Russia (Brecher, Steinberg, & Stein, 1969). Putin offered Russia‘s 

assistance in expansion of Pakistan Steel Mills and provision of technical support for the 

Guddu and Muzaffargarh power plants, and Russia was interested in developing the Thar 

Coal Project  (Brecher, Steinberg, & Stein, 1969). 

The early 1990s could have been a catalyst in the Pak-Russia relations. Two things had been 

occurred, the Soviet Union had been dissolved and Russia became a Federation. Pakistan had 

restored democratic government in the country. But things turned out to be more negative. In 

1996, Pakistan backed militants from the south, the Taliban, started an offense against the 

government in Kabul, and soon captured it. Russia, in a bid to hang on to its piece of share, 

supported the Northern Alliance (Jain, Soviet Policy towards Pakistan and Bangladesh, 1974). 

Thus, again, an indirect confrontation brought the two neighbors at loggerheads with each 

other. The Taliban experiment, right after when Russia was a transformed state, jolted the 

hopes for improved relations between the two and their mutual relations remained strained as 

long as the Taliban ruled Afghanistan. These were the reasons that Russia did not think to 
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support the US war against Taliban in 2001 (Jain, Soviet Policy towards Pakistan and 

Bangladesh, 1974). In the post-US withdrawal scenario, accepting the mutual spheres of 

influence in Afghanistan would be the test of the viability of relations between Pakistan and 

the Russian Federation (Jain, Soviet Policy towards Pakistan and Bangladesh, 1974).  

Pakistan‘s relations with the Russian Federation, which emerged as the successor state to the 

USSR, are quite inseparable from the legacy of extra than four decades of earlier Pakistan-

Soviet Union relations. Even as the new scenario supplied a major possibility for a clean 

beginning in Islamabad-Moscow family members, which become taken up by way of each 

side, the muse for it was laid in advance whilst major irritants existed. Excessive state 

bilateral contacts occurred between Pakistan and the Russian Federation straight away 

thereafter. It regarded for a while that in the modified geopolitical worldwide scenario after 

the crumbling of the Soviet Union, that Moscow tended to accord extra attention to Pakistan 

and different Muslim nations on its southern outer edge (Jain, Soviet Policy towards Pakistan 

and Bangladesh, 1974). 

In November 1992, Sardar Assef Ahmad Ali, as Pakistan‘s Minister of State for economic 

affairs, visited Moscow, followed by using his well-known tour of the primary Asian states 

(Khalevenski, 1984). Pakistan‘s first ministerial visit went to the Russian Federation, after 

years, turned into a primary initiative and contributed substantially to the outlet of a brand 

new chapter in Pakistan‘s relations with the Russian Federation (Khalevenski, 1984). In 

reciprocation, the then Russian Vice Chairman, Alexander Rutskoi, visited Pakistan in 

December 1992 (A. V. Karpov, 1961). Russia‘s new value determinations considered 

Pakistan as an essential factor to any political agreement in Afghanistan, together with 

Moscow, to get back Russian Prisoners of War (POWs). The joint conversation issued on the 

time of Rutskoi‘s visit said that it was the policy of the Russian government ‗to increase 

members of the family with Muslim states on new principles, without ideological limitations 

and primarily based on mutual respect, goodwill and mutual gain‘ (Mountbatten, Time Only 

to Look Forward , 1949). 

The joint verbal exchange became good-sized in lots of approaches. It reiterated Russia‘s 

assistance for the Pakistani thought of nuclear sector in South Asia (Mountbatten, Time Only 

to Look Forward , 1949). It also welcomed the Pakistani concept for a five-nation conference 

on nuclear non-proliferation within the location (Mountbatten, Time Only to Look Forward , 

1949). Moreover, the mention of Kashmir inside the joint conversation was in a way fantastic 

to Pakistan. The Russian Federation recounted Pakistan‘s position on Kashmir and expressed 

the desire that the difficulty could be resolved peacefully through negotiations between 

Pakistan and India on the premise of worldwide agreements. The two sides also mentioned a 

draft settlement for cooperation in the political, monetary, commercial, clinical, technical and 
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cultural fields. It expressed the wish that there existed desirable potentialities for ‗initiating 

jointly useful cooperation in the area of economy and exchange‘ (Zubairi, 1984). It was, also, 

agreed to hold ordinary contacts among the Parliamentarians and among respective overseas 

policies and defense institutions. As a pointer to develop warm temperature in Pakistan-

Russia relations, a worldwide conference turned to be held in Moscow in April 1992, on 

relations among Pakistan and the Commonwealth Independent States (CIS) (Zubairi, 1984). 

Numerous excessive-stage exchanges of delegations have taken place between the two states 

considering the fact that a wide range of bilateral troubles have been discussed at some stage 

in these visits, which, besides highlighting other areas of cooperation, also presented 

proposals for the collaboration within the subject of defense, outer space, and peaceful uses of 

nuclear power. That is also an evidence of the Russian choice to improve relations with 

Pakistan which in itself a thorough departure from the earlier Soviet policy of treating 

Pakistan as an adversary.    

Pakistan, too, has been appreciative of Russian statements that, following the stop of the Cold 

War, it seeks a balanced method towards South Asia, and attaches an ‗unbiased importance‘ 

to its relations with Pakistan (Zubairi, 1984). In step with a political observer, within the early 

Post-Soviet Russia, staunch Pro-Western Atlanticists, like Overseas Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 

downgraded the strategic significance of South Asia: ‗theirs become a ‗Look West‘ policy 

that made the unique courting with India a sufferer (Menon, 1957). Moscow‘s new 

policymakers had been additionally aggravating to present a new face of a refurbished, Post-

Communist state devoid of previous baggage, and the special courting with India changed as 

a legacy of the beyond‘ (Menon, 1957). Moscow, consequently, pressed on with what is   

regarded to be a remodeled foreign policy stance. Russian Vice President, Alexander Rutskoi, 

proclaimed the objective of new and fine family members with Muslim states in South and 

relevant Asia, which included Pakistan, to be set up with the idea of ‗Equi-Distance‘ between 

New Delhi and Islamabad (Menon, 1957). 

It turned into opposition to this heritage that the Russian President, Boris Yeltsin, prolonged 

an invitation to Pakistani Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto, to visit Russia in December 1994, 

which contemplated that Moscow turned to organize a more balanced dating with Pakistan. 

However, the tour got to be turned into postponement due to the domestic troubles of Pakistan 

(Menon, 1957). 

Pakistan‘s Foreign Minister, Sardar Assef Ahmad Ali, once more visited Moscow on July 3, 

1994. In the course of his visit, he held talks along with his Russian counterpart, Andrei 

Kozyrev, and met other senior functionaries of the Russian Federation. The two sides 

mentioned a number of international and bilateral problems like the situation in South Asia, 
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the Kashmir problem, Afghanistan and relevant Asia together with developments in 

Tajikistan, and Bosnia-Herzegovina. During the visit, the two Foreign Ministers signed a 

protocol on holding regular consultations among the Foreign Ministers of the two countries. 

An agreement at the abolition of visas for holders of diplomatic passports was also signed. 

The signing of these agreements signified the fact that Pakistan and Russia became members 

of the same family in an extended manner to come out of the animosity of the bloodless war 

generation. On September 24, 1995, Chief of the Russian Parliamentary delegation, 

Alexander Vengerovsky, visited Pakistan and disclosed that Russia become geared up to 

supply military hardware to Pakistan. He, also, said that Russian Federation should locate its 

space into many fields of Pakistani market (Ali, 1967).  

The former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif‘s visit to Moscow in April 1999, was termed, by 

means of the Russian President, as ‗a brand new chapter in members of the family between 

the two countries oriented into the 21
st
  century‘ (Ali, 1967). Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif‘s 

visit can also have broken the ice in bilateral relations. However, the aspects did not signal 

any significant treaty like the political treaty which was initiated in 1994 (Ali, 1967). The 

handiest settlement reached out at the introduction of an inter-governmental platform for 

cultural exchange and economics. Russia and Pakistan signed a bilateral document on 

exchange and monetary cooperation to update the 1956 agreement (Hasan, 1966). Pakistan 

failed to elicit any further beneficial response from Russia concerning the multiplied sale of 

Naval-hardware to Pakistan. The Kremlin leaders ought to not forgets about the simple 

geopolitical truth that India remained the extra vital accomplice for Russia in South Asia in 

comparison with Pakistan, because India was a prime companion of the Soviet Union in the 

days of the bloodless warfare. The farmer Soviet Union had accounted for 60-70 % of the 

defense purchases made by means of India (Hasan, 1966). Moscow itself became eager to 

retain India as the biggest consumer of its defense system. India‘s counter diplomatic 

movements had succeeded in proscribing the defense deals with Pakistan. But, both Russia 

and Pakistan, during Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif‘s visit, held similar perspectives on many 

global troubles, especially, their ‗help to the non-proliferation regime and the settlement of 

conflicts by way of political method‘ (Ahmed A. S., 1977). Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 

requested for Russia‘s assistance for the resolution of outstanding troubles of South Asia, 

including the Kashmir dispute, saying that his government become prepared to head on 

running in that route and expressed the preference that Russia must also settle the 

normalization process between the two most important countries of South Asian region 

(Ahmed A. S., 1977). Concerning Russia‘s role in India-Pakistan members of the family, the 

Russian Overseas Minister, Igor Ivanov, stated that Russia had fulfilled and persisted to fulfill 

a vital assignment to gear the normalization of relations between India and Pakistan. Each 
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aspect spoke out in favor of declaring the concepts of balance and security inside the 

international world and expressed their dedication to the creation of a multipolar international 

world based on the honor for the unchartered and worldwide regulation (Ahmed A. S., 1977). 

However, in spite of the interest evinced on each facet to establish a constructive and high 

quality relationship, positive irritants endured to exert their negative effect which include the 

situation in Afghanistan, worldwide terrorism, hazards of destabilization in primary Asia, 

transnational network of drug trafficking, Russian deliverance of arms to India and so forth. 

The Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan in December 1979 set in movement a major 

destabilization manner inside the region. The Afghan guerrilla war, at some stage in the 

period of the Soviet career (1979-1990), delivered in the open patronage people-led Western 

powers which pumped in cash and armaments to the Afghan resistance. After the Soviet 

withdrawal from Afghanistan in 1989, Afghanistan continued to stay mired in its inner civil 

struggle and its spillover outcomes have brought about grave repercussions within the crucial 

Asian region as well as in South Asia (Sulzberger, 1969). 

The Afghanistan imbroglio continued to cost a heavy shadow over the members of the family 

of Russia and Pakistan. Russia and Pakistan‘s interests were stayed at move-functions. A 

good deal of that is based totally on fears, suspicions and concerns about national security 

pursuits inside the area. Pakistan did not like to have opposed authorities on its Western outer 

edge because it is already insecure vis-à-vis adversarial India on its Eastern border. With the 

emergence of Islamic Renaissance in vital Asia, Russia is terrified of further destabilization in 

relevant Asia, leading to its outcomes being felt in Russia (Ispahani, 1948). 

Both Russia and Pakistan have a stake in the outcome of the Afghan battle. Moscow was 

concerned that if Taliban would have been consolidated their strength by way of defeating the 

Northern Alliance under Ahmad Shah Masood, they would have extended their arm of aid to  

Islamic uprisings in relevant Asia and beyond, thereby, destabilizing the complete region 

(Ispahani, 1948). Russia blamed the Taliban to be behind the rebellion in Chechnya and 

Dagestan. To include the spillover effect from further spreading at some point of Russia 

through Central Asia, the Russians had been extending economic and political support to the 

anti-Taliban coalition in Afghanistan (Ahmad, 1963). The worldwide network, by and large, 

holds the Taliban regime responsible for troubles like terrorism, drug trafficking, activities of 

transnational non-secular militant actions, which they say are emanating from the Taliban-

controlled Afghanistan. In view that Pakistan is a visible force behind the advent of the 

Afghan Taliban, it is far often connected because of being the co-sponsor of a lot of these 

activities. Pakistan has always maintained that Taliban are an indigenous phenomenon, 

bobbing up out of the civil war among the Afghan Mujahidin factions in the duration of the 
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1990s (Ahmad, 1963). In fact, Pakistan has usually advised the world network to work toward 

bringing approximately a political dialogue amongst all Afghan factions, underneath the 

auspices of the United Nations Organization (UNO). 

During the visit of the Sergei Yastrzhembsky, the security leader of the Russia, to Pakistan in     

September, 2000, inside the discussions that happened, the situation in Afghanistan was on 

the pinnacle of the time table (Ahmad, 1963). The Russian security chief termed his trip as 

having inspired a ‗careful optimism‘, depending on political declarations being accompanied 

by ‗concrete deeds‘ (Khan, 1967). On the opportunity of the proposed visit of President 

Vladimir Putin to Pakistan, the security chief introduced, it turned into conditional on whether 

or not Islamabad showed its readiness to heed Russia‘s concerns approximately ‗the state of 

affairs within the region and in Imperative Asia, together with Afghanistan‘ (Khan, 1967). He 

urged intensifying interaction with Pakistan on regional issues, specifically Afghanistan, 

conceding that Russia had ‗received nothing from not engaging Pakistan on the problem of 

Afghanistan (Khan, 1967). He claimed that about 30,000 militants comprising Arabs, factions 

from the Pakistan army, and Chechen militiamen had been collectively combating in 

Afghanistan at the aspect of the Taliban. Pakistan‘s Interior Minister, Lt. Gen. (Retd) 

Moinuddin Haider, briefed the envoy about the steps being taken by way of Pakistan to fight 

terrorism, drug trafficking, illegal immigration and computerization of related databases 

(Kapur, 1987). To soothe the Russian fears, Pakistan‘s Interior Minister, Moinuddin Haider, 

agreed to sign an extradition treaty with Russia and to work in nearer cooperation with Russia 

in the fight against terrorism, palms and narcotics trafficking, and illegal immigration that is 

to be signed all through Russian Interior Minister‘s proposed visit to Pakistan (Kapur, 1987). 

From Pakistan‘s point of view, the Russians need to rethink their coverage on Afghanistan. It 

is believed that the Russian justification of supply of arms and political aid to the Northern 

Alliance, since the previous authority of Burhanuddin Rabbani occupies a seat in the UNO, is 

a camouflage for preservation of the old Soviet policy. Pakistan believes that as a protagonist, 

Moscow may have to speak with the Taliban immediately, in which Pakistan ought to play 

the function of a facilitator. Russia and the crucial Asian states have important lobbies within 

the balance of their areas. But in the developing specter of instability, that is visible in nations 

like Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, they see the role of outside factors, ordinarily springing up out 

of Afghanistan (Kapur, 1987). The Russian and Central Asian management views spiritual 

extremism as being advocated and supported by means of external actors, mainly, with the aid 

of the Afghan Taliban and a few extremist religious businesses in Pakistan. They have got 

pointed their arms at alleged schooling camps in Afghanistan for the Chechen, Uzbek and 

Tajik dissidents. Pakistan stresses that it may be most effective for Russia to communicate 

with the Taliban to alleviate its own out of place fears. However, Russia‘s ethical fabric and 
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political help of the Northern Alliance makes the Taliban distrustful of Russia. Their reaction 

is expressed through their aid to Chechen freedom combatants. As regards the drug 

trafficking from Afghanistan, the Northern Alliance too is as tons part of the Afghan drug 

nexus as the Taliban authorities. The Taliban have lately made efforts to eradicate poppy 

cultivation from the region underneath their direct manipulation. In reality, Mullah 

Muhammad Umar, the chief of Taliban, banned poppy cultivation through a verdict issued on 

July 27, 2000. Furthermore, in keeping with the United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP) report of February 2001, the Taliban have removed the opium cultivation completely 

from some region below their direct management. There are regions under the management of 

Northern Alliance that are answerable for the poppy cultivation and distribution of drugs 

through principal Asia to the rest of the arena. 

Pakistan has robust reservations about the Russo-Indian military courtship. Pakistan feels that 

the continuing sale of military hardware to India via Russia will, in addition, deteriorate the 

balance of power, that is already tremendously tilted in favor of a hegemonic India. The 

feedback of Mr. Sergei Prikhodko and Yastrzhembsky, an aide to President Putin, in an 

information briefing after they went to Pakistan in September 2000, and Russia‘s safety chief, 

respectively, is really worth watching. Mr. Sergei Prikhodko and Yastrzhembsky said that 

‗long-variety national and geopolitical interests of Russia and India are, in large part, 

coincided. Our cooperation allows us to stabilize the state of affairs, not only handiest inside 

the Asia-Pacific area, but also to promote fitter climate throughout the world. 

At some stage in President Putin‘s visit to India in October 2000, the facets signed a ‗strategic 

partnership‘ file. The most sizable part of the visit was the signing of numerous multi-million 

dollar contracts, under which India might buy 140 Sukhoi-SU-30 MKI jet fighters and 10 T-

Ninety tanks. India would also get a Russian aircraft provider, the admiral Alexander 

Gorchkov stated, at no cost but will should pay $ 750 million for its refitting in Russia and 

some other $1.2 billion for MIJ 29-K jets, that may, in addition, add to its offensive capability 

(A.A.K.Niazi, 1998). 

Pakistan‘s look for new sources of navy hardware maintains following the clamping of the 

Pressler amendment on Pakistan which brought about the imposition of American arms 

embargo on Pakistan in October 1990 after the then US President George. W Bush did not 

certify that Pakistan‘s incipient nuclear program would be changed into peaceful 

(A.A.K.Niazi, 1998). Considering army substances from US had been choked off after the 

Pressler amendment got here into impact in October 1990, and the French and other Western 

countries‘ navy hardware became unaffordable for Pakistan because of their charges, Pakistan 

had three options open to it for army purchases to bolster its defense, particularly, Russia, 

China and the Eastern European countries which have been previously the Soviet states. 



(Page 44 of 180) 
 

Pakistan has procured weaponry from China, however, because it becomes insufficient to fit 

the stock of its adversary, India. Consequently, Pakistan is severely considering purchasing 

guns from Japan, European Union countries and Russia (Bhutto, 1976). If the Pakistan armed 

services begin procuring weaponry from Eastern Europe, it is going to refurbish its 

preservation and weapon support structures itself in order to improve the overall fee of 

gadget. Furthermore, because Russia has the pressing need to earn foreign exchange, it would 

show prompt readiness to promote its fingers to Pakistan, or, for that count number every 

other equipped marketplace (Bhutto, 1976). 

Regardless of the supply of arms from Russia, five identifiable reasons may be attributed to 

Pakistan‘s failure in securing arms incoming from Russia in the put up of bloodless battle 

technology (Bhutto, Pakistan Builds Anew, 1973). Firstly, in advance on, Islamabad did not 

seriously exploit the opportunity of obtaining weapons from Moscow. Inside the early 

nineties negotiations had been commenced numerous times to acquire guns, and SU-27 

aircraft for the Pakistan Air Force, however, without consequences. The very last impression 

the Russians fashioned turned into that negotiations with Moscow had been being utilized by 

Islamabad to break offers with different Western hands suppliers: France for Mirage-2000 or 

with Sweden for the Swedish Grippen Aircraft (Bhutto, Pakistan Builds Anew, 1973). 

Secondly, the memory of the Afghan conflict maintains to hangout Russian policy makers. 

Furthermore, on-going civil battle in Afghanistan and Pakistan‘s recognition of Taliban 

regime as the De Jure government has, in addition, embittered the family member‘s relations 

of Russia and Pakistan (Bhutto, Pakistan Builds Anew, 1973). Thirdly, the seasoned-Indian 

lobby in Russia may be very strong and lively. It even operates in the circles of hands 

producers that withstand guns transfers to Pakistan. This could be gauged from the reality that 

Soviet Union has accounted for 60-70 percentage of Indian defense purchases, and lots of 

jobs within the Russian defense industry depends on orders from India. Furthermore, Moscow 

is likewise keen to retain India as the most important consumer of its defense system. 

Fourthly, after the smash-up of the Soviet Union, Islamabad had tried to construct strategic 

ties with the important Central Asian Republics (CARs). Along with Turkey and Iran, 

Pakistan hoped to consolidate the various potentialities of the emergence of a bloc of Muslim 

international locations in the region inside the shape of the Economic Cooperation 

Organization (ECO). Such a development ought to and did generate distrust in Pakistan-

Russia relations, because Russia interpreted these actions as try to restrict its impact in the 

principal Central Asian States (CAS) (Hazelhurst, 1972). Subsequently, the domestic political 

instability in Pakistan did no longer allow any task to develop into strengthened members of 

the family with Moscow (Hazelhurst, 1972). 
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It is in the long-time-period interest of Pakistan to set up jointly constructive family members 

with Russia. Efforts have to be made to forge ties with Moscow without anticipating 

immediate outcomes, like a change in Russian authorities‘ stance on Kashmir, promoting 

fingers to Pakistan, or adopting an extra balanced foreign policy in the direction of South Asia 

(Hazelhurst, 1972). It is through self-assurance building measures and cooperation on troubles 

like terrorism, danger of destabilization in Central Asia, and formation of a consensus-based 

authority in Afghanistan, which can bring fruition in Pakistan-Russia bilateral members of the 

family. Once the hurdles and distrust between the two nations is removed, we will be able to 

see a fruitful collaboration between them in every sphere of pastime, together with army 

cooperation. Russia, on its element, can take steps by way of allowing Pakistan to become a 

member of Shanghai-5 that is currently operating towards addressing security threats faced by 

way of the Central Asian vicinity and the member countries. Pakistan ought to additionally 

comprehend that Moscow‘s coverage in South Asia changed into, in no way, a zero-sum-

recreation. Pakistan ought to learn from the instance of China and Russia, which have been 

adversaries for the duration of the Cold War, but are strategic partners in the 21
st
  century 

(Hazelhurst, 1972).  

2.11: Conclusion  

There was a desire that with the finish of the Cold War, Russia and Pakistan would offload 

the things of pressures emerging out of the contention in Afghanistan, and steer another 

course towards agreeable relations. The presumption was that then two would free themselves 

from the stranglehold of biases and misperceptions, and see each other as potential 

accomplices in advancing steadiness and security in Afghanistan, Central Asia, and South 

Asia. This has not been occurred yet. It is all the more upsetting to take note of it that no 

genuine exertion has been made by either side to renew the dormant waters of inert 

threatening vibe with more straightforward respective contacts.  

This is not to propose, nonetheless, that a leap forward in reciprocal relations with Russia 

cannot be accomplished. For this to happen, it would require adjustments in Pakistan's 

military, vital reasoning and an increasingly helpful outside strategy approach on commitment 

with Russia can be sought after. It is additionally imperative that Russia, Pakistan and Central 

Asian Republics (CARs) should resolve exceptional issues by advancing a local structure. 

This would require more than visits of unique emissaries. Since Shanghai-5 has been made to 

manage the security dangers rising in the Asian heartland, and Pakistan is additionally 

assailed with the inward and outward dangers which are destabilizing the locale, it ought to, 

likewise, be permitted to end up as an individual from the Shahghai-5. Connection in 

authority circles may help expel the psychological barricades that have described relations 

between Russia and Pakistan. Past officialdom lies in an immense district where essential 
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inquiries rotating around ideological establishments, institutional limit-building, national 

advancement, and monetary and political changes will require more prominent compassion 

and more profound participation among neighbors. Ample opportunity has, already, been 

passed to move strategies from the Cold War worldview of lose-lose situation to an additional 

people-focused helpful provincial security.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Page 47 of 180) 
 

CHAPTER-03 

IMPACT OF EVOLVING REGIONAL DYNAMICS ON PAK-RUSSIA 

RELATIONS IN POST-COLD WAR ERA 

3.1: Introduction   

Disintegration of Soviet Union, as a logical corollary of Russo-Afghan war (1979-1989), 

turned into a defining moment in modern world history. Pakistan's volte-face in its strategy on 

Afghanistan and its support in the Global War on Terror (GWOT) expelled a noteworthy 

aggravation between Russia and Pakistan. Russia had been remained very awkward with 

Pakistan's help for the Taliban, and this was turned around in the wake of the U.S. intrusion 

into Afghanistan. Notwithstanding Afghanistan and the Taliban, Moscow's interests explicitly 

centered around issues of psychological oppression, sedate dealing and the non-expansion of 

atomic material. Neither Pakistan nor India has joined the non-expansion routine built-up in 

the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) of 1968 (Hilali, 2012). In February 2003, Pakistan's 

President Pervez Musharraf visited Moscow and completely proclaimed that Pakistan viewed 

Chechnya as Russia's inside issue and that it had no job at all in empowering or supporting 

Islamist arraigns in Central Asia or any territory of Russia. Albeit, neighboring Afghanistan 

was a worry in Pakistan, its principal enthusiasm for relations with Russia kept on identifying 

with key security in South Asia and the possibilities of exchange and monetary participation 

between the two countries (Ahmad R. , Pakistan-Russia Relations: Moscow‘s New Approach 

towards South Asia, 2019). This request of needs was Islamabad‘s own. However, this was 

surely encouraged by the nearness of the United States and NATO-drove powers in 

Afghanistan. Musharraf's visit prepared for increasingly organized participation between the 

two nations. Joint Working Groups (JWGs) were set up between the two states on the issues 

of counterterrorism, vital strength, and financial and social participation (Kortunov & 

Shoumikhin, 1998, pp. 20-26). 

3.2: Evolving Regional Dynamics in South Asia   

In April 2007, Mikhail Fradkov, the Russian Prime Minister, visited Pakistan. President of 

Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari visited Russia in 2011, during which he invited (Amin, 1982) 

President Vladimir Putin to Pakistan. Putin's visit to Islamabad, gotten ready for early October 

2012, was dropped at last and the occasion was quickly deciphered as a noteworthy difficulty 

in the endeavors to improve relations (Hussain, 2012). Moscow sent Overseas Minister, 

Lavrov, to guarantee Pakistan that the visit had been simply delayed as a result of planning 

issues. Twenty eight abnormal state visits of the Pakistani and Russian military officials and 

political authorities proceeded in 2013. General Ashfaque Pervez Kayani, the leader of 



(Page 48 of 180) 
 

Pakistan's military, visited Moscow twice and Russian military and Air Chiefs paid visits to 

Islamabad. Be that as it may, this did not flag any leap forward in the relations among Russia 

and Pakistan. Pakistan encouraged Russia's entrance into the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation-OIC, (erstwhile Organization of Islamic Conference), and Russia responded by 

helping Pakistan to pick up onlooker status and later full enrollment in 2014 in the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) (Durke, 1959, pp. 269-283).  

Russia, additionally, consented to the re-fare of 150 motors of JF-17 planes from China to 

Pakistan and helped Pakistan in propelling a correspondence satellite. Russia has additionally 

marked a notice of comprehension on the updating of a noteworthy steel plant in Pakistan, 

and it has communicated enthusiasm for the new key vitality pipelines, of which the 

Turkmenistan–Afghanistan–Pakistan–India (TAPI) gas pipeline and the Iran–Pakistan–India 

(IPI) gas pipeline are significant precedents (Wilcox, 1964 ). This has implied that Russia's 

yearly exchange with Pakistan has developed to a large portion of a billion dollars. At the 

same time, Russia has left relations with Islamabad wide open to the harsher elements by 

proceeding to pitch exceedingly complex military equipment to India and by supporting 

India's case for a lasting seat in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) (Chaudhri, 

1966). It is against the foundation of a significant lot of "no leap forward" that the visit of 

Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu to Islamabad on November 21, 2014, and the marking of an 

arrangement on military collaboration were hailed achievements by Pakistan's Ministry of 

Defense (Anwar, 2004). The understanding accommodates the trading of data on politico-

military issues, participation in advancing global security, an escalation of counter-

psychological oppression, arms-control exercises, the reinforcement of cooperation in 

different military fields, and sharing encounters in peacekeeping tasks.  

Joint endeavors in battling universal psychological warfare and medication dealing were 

likewise talked about. The declaration by Sergey Shoygu affirming that "amid the gathering, 

we concurred that respective military participation ought to have an incredible useful 

concentration and add to expanding battle productivity of our military" was met with much 

thankfulness in Islamabad. Allegedly, Russia gave its "political endorsement" to an 

arrangement to offer twenty Mi-35 helicopters to Pakistan (Afzal, 2013). The criticalness 

attributed to this new opening in Pakistan represents the extraordinary significance connected 

to participation in the military segment in this nation. These advancements, additionally, show 

how change in Pakistan-Russia relations reflects more extensive changes in the world. Since 

2014, the weakening of Russia's relations with Western states due to the emergency in 

Ukraine and the financial assents presented against it have estranged Russia from the Western 

liberal world request. After the breakdown of the Soviet Union, the triumph of this request 

had been made shown in the outside approach and global relations discussion that guaranteed 
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that the "End of History" (that is, the happening to Western liberal majority rule government 

and a minimizing of all distinctions making matters political) and "Complex Reliance" were 

currently the request of the day (Hussain, 2012). 

In South Asia, explicitly, it is India's expanding joint effort with Western states which 

expresses its turn nearer toward the West through its multi-billion-dollar arms management 

from various Western nations. Its arrangements on nonmilitary personnel, atomic 

collaboration and the improvement of key association with the U.S. has pushed Russia to 

reexamine its strategies and to draw nearer to Pakistan, which is a significant player in the 

"endgame" in Afghanistan (Hussain, 2012). 

The structure for Pakistan's improving relations with Russia did not depend on lose-lose 

situation any longer. The two states welcome that in a complex developing global framework, 

it is critical to draw in with different accomplice states. In addition, amid the Cold War, 

partnership frameworks remained the premise of worldwide standards of commitment. In any 

case, such standards do not have any significant bearing any longer as shown in the manner in 

which current worldwide relations are advancing.  

An ever-increasing number of states are looking to work with states with which they had 

antagonistic connections previously. For example, while, the US and Cuba were Cold War 

rivals and their history was damaged by bitterness, the two states started fabricating a working 

relationship under previous US President Barrack Obama (Hussain, 2012). Also, Pakistan and 

Russia are searching for approaches to put the Cold War contention and the Afghan War 

imbroglio behind them. For Pakistan, the significance of ties with the USA is critical as ever, 

and it is not probably going to separate itself from the United States. Pakistan is always 

hoping to encourage nearer ties with other enormous powers in the area. Until the recent past, 

Pakistan remained a close partner of United States. Nonetheless, because of the current 

geostrategic and geopolitical tilt of the US' approach, it favors India over Pakistan.    

Pakistan's association with Russia can be portrayed by utilizing the subordinate-power- 

hypothesis ―Small States-Great Powers‖ begat by Michael Handel, wherein, he takes note of 

that so as to expand its very own capacity remainder in the local or global framework, a little 

state gets its capacity from a noteworthy power. For Pakistan, one reason behind improving 

binds with Russia is to have a third hotspot for safeguard acquisition alongside China and the 

United States. Thus, for Pakistan to improve its ties with Russia depends in the verification 

that how a noteworthy power like Russia can help meet its security necessities.  

It is critical to comprehend the geopolitical issues of South Asia to check how Pakistan is 

influenced by the job of the United States in the locale. As a piece of its geo-key objectives, 

the U.S. tries to utilize India to contain China which is noticeable in the developing Indo-US 
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relationship. Normally, this has implications for the security of Pakistan and the vital 

soundness of the district (Khattak, 2011). Being a littler power, it is significant for Pakistan to 

limit the misfortunes brought about from losing the U.S. as a vital partner on one hand, and 

setting itself up against the developing vital parity to support India on the other. Regardless, 

while Pakistan acknowledges that Russia and India have been key partners for more than six 

decades, it is truly moving to build up a suffering association with Russia. Also, for Russia, 

the significance of India as a safeguard accomplice cannot be slighted. It should be kept in 

mind that Russia needs to improve respective ties with Pakistan, but it is improbable that it 

will be resulted into stressed ties with India.  

As to Russia's ties with Europe and U.S., it very well may be seen that, after the addition of 

Crimea into Russian Federation in 2014, its association with the West has deteriorated 

(Lavrov, 2012). The U.S. ‗Strategic Posture Review‘ hails the developing pressures between 

the West and the Russia attributable to the last's supposed infringement of worldwide lawful 

and political commitments (Lavrov, 2012). Nevertheless, while the centrality of the U.S. and 

Europe stays high as far as their remote and financial approaches are concerned, Russia is 

likewise looking towards the East. The 'Look East' strategy declared by President Putin 

underlines the significance of Russia's relations with the Asia-Pacific district. Russia needs 

advertises for its military equipment, modern merchandise and vitality items.  

As a nation of 220 million individuals, Pakistan gives an immense market to Russian products 

and enterprises (Khan, 2011). Russia is confronting a security challenge radiating from 

Afghanistan which saturates the Central Asian States (CAS) and leads into a Russian area. 

Following Russian triumphs against Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), (presently Islamic 

State-IS), a portion of the activists got away to Afghanistan which Russia considers to be a 

wellspring of risk to Russia's security just as Central Asian States, a locale which is basically 

a circle of Russian impact. As very nearly 10% of the Russian populace is Muslim, and the 

Central Asian States are Muslim states, there exist fears in Russian Federation that pieces of 

the populace can be sharpened by Islamic State (IS) to be utilized against the Russian 

government and regional sway (Khan, 2011).  

As Afghanistan's neighbor and a forefront state in the U.S. War on Terror, Pakistan has 

confronted the war as well as survived, to an expansive degree, the difficulties war had 

presented (Khan, 2011). It has annihilated fear-based oppressor and aggressor systems and 

alcoves inside its domain after stern military activity against the activist gatherings. Russia, in 

this way, finds in Pakistan's prosperity a chance to gain from its experience and tries to 

improve its binds with Pakistan to address the Afghanistan issue. To accomplish this basic 

target, expanded participation in the fields hostile to fear-based oppression and fighting is 

essential for both the states (Manzoor, Pakistan Russia Relations in the Post-Cold War Era, 
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2014). It tends to be seen that Russia's enthusiasm for Pakistan did not depend on a direct 

arrangement of destinations. This developing kinship depends on shared security fears, 

financial interests and provincial collaboration. Essentially, Pakistan's enthusiasm for creating 

more grounded ties with Russia is additionally multifaceted and ranges from building up of a 

barrier association, including protection obtainment and vitality needs, to decreasing reliance 

on one nation for its security needs.    

Both Pakistan and Russia, presently, see better elements of their respective relations and the 

need to create solid military to military and institutional relationship. As Pakistan faces a 

gigantic vitality shortfall and Russia is one of the greatest exporters of oil and gas on the 

planet, Russia discovers Pakistan as a significant market for its vitality sends out. It is, 

likewise, critical to comprehend the developing relations in the wake of shared characteristics 

of interests of Pakistan and Russia in South Asia. Russia is looking for financial accomplices 

in South Asia and Southeast Asia. It, likewise, needs to maintain a more secure neighborhood. 

In its journey to keep its regions of impact secure, Russia needs to control components of 

discord in the Central Asian States adjacent to Afghanistan.  

There are two noteworthy issues that Russia needs to take into account in Afghanistan which 

include militancy and psychological oppression, and medication dealing (Manzoor, Pakistan 

Russia Relations in the Post-Cold War Era, 2014). It is imperative to take note of the 

improved endeavors by Russia to hold militancy in Afghanistan within proper limits since 

Russia was instrumental in driving Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) out of Iraq and Syria 

which brought about a portion of those gatherings and their branches moving to uncontrolled 

territories in Afghanistan.  

There have since risen more up- to-date layers and wellsprings of dangers to Russia and its 

territories of impact exuding from Afghanistan. The so called Islamic State of Khorasan 

Province otherwise called ISKP has added to the rundown of activist substances working 

from inside Afghanistan (Syed, 2014). ISIS's Khorasan chapter in the north of Afghanistan is 

seen by Russia as an immediate danger to its very own national security and that of the 

Central Asian States inside its authoritative reach (Fukuyama, 1992). Normally the nearness 

against Russian elements stresses the Russian security powers and insight organizations.  

It is obvious in Russia's proceeded endeavors to diminish propels being made by aggressors 

towards the Central Asian States. Under SCO, an enemy of psychological oppression, dissent, 

radicalism power was built up known as the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure or all the more 

usually called as RATS (Jones & Crane, 2013). Both Pakistan and Russia, under this course 

of action, have consented to mutually work to improve coordination between their powers 
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battling fear mongering and increment effectiveness in dispensing with fear mongering from 

the district.  

Additionally, both Russia and Pakistan look for an Afghan-drove, Afghan owned national 

compromise procedure to clear the path for harmony in the war-torn nation and settling 

Afghanistan's drawn-out battle and insurrection. Russia is supporter of Pakistan's endeavors in 

Afghanistan to make a domain of harmony in the district and Pakistan responds by supporting 

and taking an interest in Russia's drive of holding Afghan harmony talks. In 2017, as a piece 

of Russian-drove Afghanistan Peace Initiative, a meeting was held in Moscow where twelve 

countries including China, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, India, and Central Asian countries 

were welcomed (Reischaur, 1974). The US, which was additionally welcomed before, 

declined to take an interest in the harmony activity which seriously undermined the Russian 

endeavors. Likewise, in 2018, another meeting was to be held and Russia welcomed the 

Taliban also. Be that as it may, Afghanistan declined to go to the gathering this time referring 

to the Afghan government's choice to hold direct chats with the Taliban without outside 

inclusion.  

By and by, the United States, likewise, declined Russia's welcome to take an interest and 

commented, "We support Afghan-owned-and-drove activities to propel a harmony settlement 

in Afghanistan." (Reischaur, 1974). Russia has deferred the discourse. It has, be that as it 

may, proceeded with its endeavors to influence Afghanistan to rejoin the exchange procedure. 

There had since been an accord on holding the gathering and it was held in November 2018 

(Amin, World Orders in Central Asia, 2011). Afghanistan sent an informal assignment and 

the US additionally partook in the Moscow gathering. There was an understanding that these 

discussions should "lead to coordinate talks between US, Afghan government and the Taliban 

(Amin, World Orders in Central Asia, 2011). Currently, the extent of Pak-Russia ties can be 

divided into three noteworthy parts which include an expanded movement and participation in 

the military to military relations, working together on drug-battling, and sorting out 

wrongdoing.  

The debilitating procedure of fanaticism, alongside fortifying antiterrorism participation with 

Russia, will ideally positively affect crossing over the perceptional hole between the two 

nations. Pakistan's atomic expansion control is one more issue between the two nations. 

Pakistan's position is clear that it is as dependable a state as Russia on this tally. Russian 

authorities stay uneasy that atomic materials could fall under the control of fear-based 

oppressors. This anxiety is more logical than sensible. Post-1998, Pakistan has had the 

capacity to set up powerful organizations, for example, the National Command Authority. 

Furthermore, Pakistan has, likewise, presented stringent laws on the fare of touchy material‘s 

further advancements (Huntington, 1996).    



(Page 53 of 180) 
 

There are no unceasing companions or adversaries in global relations. States‘ interests join 

and veer contingent upon the world request and the predominant circumstances. Sometime in 

the distant past, building better reciprocal relations with Russia was a test for Pakistan. 

Anyway, the present worldwide substances and impulses have constrained Russia to draw 

nearer to its old adversary. Furthermore, certain political advancements are showing signs 

towards structuring a New Cold War on the planet. The most significant is the ongoing 

withdrawal of the United States' administration from the Intermediate Range Nuclear Force 

Treaty (IRNFT) that brought about tearing existing accords and has prepared for propelling 

another atomic arms race (P.Tikhonova, 2016) 

The Russo-Western strains, in Ukraine and Georgia, have been converted into intermediary 

wars, returning to the Cold War competitions of the 1980s between the previous Soviet Union 

and United States (P.Tikhonova, 2016). Both entertainers are taking up arms against one 

another through its intermediaries and are searching for partners in various locales of Asia. In 

South Asia, Pakistan is utilized and mishandled in the War on Terror (WOT), and is left 

stranded by the United States in the ocean f monetary emergencies, and is presently searching 

for new companions. In this circumstance, Pakistan can substantiate itself as a significant 

partner of Russia, if Russia needs to restore and attest its job in the area. What is more, it 

would be simpler for Moscow to look for help from Islamabad as Pakistan is looking for new 

accomplices to decrease dependence on the West and the United States.  

It is reasonable understanding that both Russia and Pakistan are exhausted of United States‘ 

arrangements in the locale. The United States' developing ties with India including 

comprehensive financial relations and collaboration in the field of protection have 

exasperated Pakistan. Besides, the United States has shown a flighty requesting frame of mind 

towards Pakistan following quite a while of collaboration on War on Terror (WOT) (Khan R. 

M., 2012).  

Russia's concern is increasingly basic with the United States, in the wake of losing a few of its 

Republics in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Russia is, currently, endeavoring to remove 

the United States from its policing position in the locale. Likewise, Russia's old partner and 

companion India has begun obtaining arms from the United States. India is, along these lines, 

supplanting Russian arms and ammo with American ones. This circumstance, and change in 

loyalties has constrained both Pakistan and Russia to draw nearer. Building Pak-Russia 

relations is a critical advancement in the locale as well. While the Indian economy and market 

is a noteworthy fascination for the world including Russia, Pakistan's developing relations 

with the previous super power have more prominent prospects in understanding the security 

goals of the two states. It is appropriate to specify that security worry of Russia and Pakistan 

is huge to the point that it has antagonistically influenced their economies (Mitra, 2015). 
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In the wake of stressed relations among Pakistan and the U.S., Pakistan has been looking to 

change the bearing of its remote strategy towards a conceivable more prominent local 

participation with solid financial powers in Asia (Pulipaka, 2016). These endeavors have been 

most prominently converted into fortifying China-Pakistan financial participation, the most 

obvious part of which is the much examined China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

Russia stays as another groundbreaking conceivable partner, yet financial relations and 

collaboration between the two nations have not, yet, taken off. Amid 2004-05, the respective 

volume of exchange had come to $320 million. Right around ten years after the fact, 

Pakistan's fare to Russia was decreased to an insignificant $234.91 million against the imports 

of $206.98 million (Pulipaka, 2016). 

It can be seen that while the two nations have stayed as ordinary exchanging accomplices, 

"the volume of the two-way exchange scarcely mirrors the genuine capability of their 

exchange‖ (Pulipaka, 2016). Russian Ambassador to Pakistan (2013-2019), Alexey Yurievich 

Dedov, on a visit to Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhawa (KPK) territory, iterated a similar 

concern contending that "there is an incredible potential for expanding exchange between the 

two nations and for this reason contact between the two governments, specialists and 

individuals should be expanded." (R., 2014). Erstwhile Soviet Union and Pakistan had times 

of abnormal state of monetary participation. Both states signed oil and gas investigation 

agreements, barrier gear and the setting up of a Steel Mill in Pakistan in 1970s with the 

techno-money related help of Soviet Union. The current financial collaboration is restricted. 

Endeavors have been in progress over the recent two decades to support exchange and 

monetary ties. In 1999, the Intergovernmental Agreement on Trade, Economic, Scientific and 

Technical Cooperation was marked among Pakistan and Russia (R., 2014). This 

understanding prepared for setting up the institutional instrument of respective connection. Its 

first session was held in March 2000, and it has since been instrumental in building up a 

superior comprehension in financial and exchange relations between the two states (R., 2014). 

Also, inside the Inter-Governmental Structure (IGS), the main Pakistan-Russia Investment 

Forum (PRIF) was held with support by agents, authorities and specialists from Russia. Other 

than enlarging the extent of reciprocal exchange, the opposite sides have concurred on the 

Draft Agreement on Settlement of Mutual Financial Claims and Obligations on operations of 

the previous USSR. Pakistan and the Soviet Union made their pending installments claims 

against one another adding up to a couple of hundred million dollars. According to the 

Russian by-laws, it cannot start a credit office for Pakistan until every single pending 

installment is cleared. With the assistance of this draft understanding, this obstacle will be put 

to rest, enabling Pakistan and Russia to improve their financial ties. In 2017, the fifth session 

of IGS concentrated on exchange and speculated Pakistan's vitality needs through the 
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Working Group on Energy. This gave the stimulus to construct 1100 KM long 'North-South' 

Gas Pipeline with a limit of 12.4 billion cubic meters of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 

(Topychkanov, 2017). An MOU was marked by Russia's Gazprom and Pakistan's Oil and Gas 

Development Corporation Limited (OGDCL) in 2017, in Saint Petersburg, which was above 

and beyond towards usage of the project (Topychkanov, 2017). Russia, likewise, anticipates 

aiding a 600 MW electric power plant in Jamshoro District and a 1200 MW in Guddu, a gas 

terminated power plant in Pakistan. Dialogues are in progress to settle concurrences on these 

ventures (Topychkanov, 2017). While a significant number of these undertakings have their 

very own arrangement of difficulties as far as financing and universal authorizes on Russia, it 

is imperative to take note that monetary ties are developing between Pakistan and Russia.  

3.3: Recent Trends in Pakistan-Russia Relations and the U.S. Factor 

The ongoing Afghan tilt towards India, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)-India union and 

Delhi's endeavors to disrupt the SAARC Summit have come to influence Pakistan to 

understand that the opportunity has already come and gone for the country to play its geo-

vital card and increase the impact it has had long coming. The nation's remote arrangement 

has confronted certain obstacles as of late and they should be defeated without bargaining the 

sway and national interests of the nation.  

The developing US-India relations alongside the contracting of the alliance bolster support 

and the ongoing US-India-Afghanistan union against Taliban has influenced Pakistan to 

understand the US detachment strategies. In any case, the new Trump administration can end 

up reviving the stressed connections and reestablish advantages to both the countries. In this 

critical moment, Russia can end up being a valuable partner for Pakistan, while obviously all 

the while off setting impartiality with the US. Pakistan is hoping to set ties of military guide 

with Russia and expects that the Russian items will be of considerably higher caliber when 

contrasted with what have Ukraine, Turkey and others been given. Russia's normal assets and 

innovations can likewise serve to be an additional preferred standpoint of the productive 

Pakistan-Russian Federation relations (Times, 2018). 

Pakistan has turned into an ongoing eye-turner with the foundation activity of the CPEC 

(China Pakistan Economic Corridor). Given the geostrategic essentialness of the Gwadar Sea 

Port, the finishing of the CPEC will change the essence of world exchange. Remembering the 

progression of riches from Europe to Asia determined in light of multi-polar request, the 

finish of the CPEC will practically reduce cost for China, which happens to be one of the 

greatest mass suppliers of innovation and ease products around the globe (Boulègue, 2018). 

Pakistan will be, at the same time, profited by the excellent convergence of merchandise, the 
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lift in accessible employments for local people and, also, the forthcoming shared partnerships 

with nations keen on profiting by the CPEC (Boulègue, 2018). 

The recovery of Pakistan as a noteworthy geopolitical and geostrategic player is clearing 

route for better Pak-Russia relations. Then, the US is endeavoring to adjust and confine the 

impact of rising Russia on the locale. With the Crimean submission set up, China's 

developing effect on South China Sea, soured relations with North Korea and the Indian 

duplication of the US strategies, the US needs to investigate the repercussions of relations 

with Pakistan, which happens to have irrefutable key hugeness for the US as of now. Russia's 

remote approach, when all is said in done, is experiencing a change as Moscow advances to 

another worldview of directing its universal relations, which as indicated by its initiative, is to 

offset associations with everybody and keeping up harmony and strength over the globe with 

all states. This accomplishment is incomprehensible without Russia's presentation of 

unprejudiced nature towards all states. Because of this, Russia has been enhancing its 

relations in South Asia all over the board and with each and every on-screen character (Post, 

2014). Along these lines, it appears that Russia does not have an extensive strategy for 

Pakistan or South Asia as a rule yet it seems to be figuring one for the not so distant future.  

Moscow's relations with Islamabad have encountered an outstanding change over the recent 

years. Russia's adjusting system is neither coordinated against anybody nor is it intended to be 

for anybody's advantage. May be, it endeavors to adjust or discover balance so as to place 

Russia in the situation to guarantee security in the different locales of Eurasia and South Asia 

(Dawn, 2003). 

Examination of the Russian arrangement to India's proclaimed one of "multi-arrangement" is 

relevant (Hanif, 2013). Despite the fact that dissimilar to how the last takes cover behind this 

trademark to unmistakably agree with the US against China, Moscow has no such aims at all 

and is really rehearsing the said strategy as it should be. The equivalent additionally goes for 

Pakistan, which has a background marked by looking for differing connections so as to adjust 

between numerous entertainers and particularly great powers. Russia, in any case, is 

appearing in boosting the respective relations with Pakistan in an undeniable way, as obvious 

from the ongoing explanations by the Russian President Vladimir Putin about India, being 

one of the most seasoned and most dependable accomplices of Russia and the ebb and flow of 

Russian position on Kashmir (Hanif, 2013). Nevertheless, the things are searching up for the 

improvement of reciprocal relations between the two Cold War enemies. More fields of 

collaboration are being recognized and worked upon by the authorities of the two nations 

now, which is a decent sign as it will not just assist the two nations to be profited by one 

another yet it would be very productive for the whole locale too.  
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The US association with Pakistan has, dependably, been remained a political rollercoaster 

ride. There have been seasons of extraordinary highs, for example, in the mid-1950s and all 

through the Afghan War during 1980s, and on many occasions they have encountered 

extreme choppiness like during the 1990s and Post 9/11 incidents (Hanif, 2013). In the 

contemporary occasions, the Pakistan-US relationship is at its least, to say the least. The two 

nations have a genuine trust deficiency. The interests of both the nations have differed 

directions which include interest conflict on the harmony procedure in Afghanistan, on the 

issue of fear-based oppression and on Pakistan's regularly expanding companionship with 

China.  

After the presumption of intensity by the new administration in the United States, it is 

extremely hard to foresee with precision what Trump's arrangement will be towards Pakistan. 

However, thinking about this leader's close to home predispositions, almost certainly, he sees 

the nation in the shortsighted and stereotyped feeling of being a "Muslim fear monger sending 

out Chinese partner," which hits all the "warnings" in his psyche concerning Muslims, 

psychological oppression, and China (Hanif, 2013). On the off chance , at that point Trump's 

way to deal with Pakistan will presumably be negative, for example, recommencing ramble 

strikes against it and applying deliberate universal strain to stick the fault for local 

psychological oppression unequivocally on its doorstep.  

It is very basic for the US administration to keep its own preferences aside and comprehend 

the vital job that Islamabad must play in acquiring harmony to the locale generally and to 

Afghanistan specifically. The US strategy creators should repudiate their nation's earlier 

decades-long approach of utilizing Afghanistan as a springboard for trading provincial 

turmoil and censuring Pakistan for it, and figure out how to sober-mindedly draw in Pakistan 

in a beneficial way that can serve the national interests of both the nations in the area without 

bargaining that of different partners.  

There is a solid possibility that President Donald Trump, under the appearance of his true or 

insincere efforts towards Pakistan, utilizes this procedure so as to harvest significantly 

progressively vital profits from India. In this situation, Pakistan will be utilized by the US, by 

and by, just to be deserted later by the US, after it had pressed as much it could from India. 

The financial and ecological differences between the US and India indicate that there is some 

inconvenience after all on certain fronts, however, not sufficiently substantial to 

counterbalance their military-key association (Times T. E., 2018). Under such affection, the 

US may have a go at connecting more with Pakistan so as to make India uncertain and get it 

to go into one-sided concessions so as to 'win' the US back. All these are still theories, best 

case scenario and the US approach for Pakistan is still held up upon. However, the signs are 
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being appeared by the US administration against Pakistan to paint a general dismal picture 

concerning the two-sided relationship (Times T. E., 2018). 

It will be a challenge for Pakistan to strike any kind of "balance" in its relations with the US. 

As a result of the way, Washington presently sees Islamabad as an "accessory" to what it sees 

to be Beijing's "offer for worldwide power." There is no chance that the US will look past this 

diversion changing geostrategic actuality. US would certainly put obstacles in developing 

positive relations with Pakistan to the detriment of attempting to hinder the CPEC (Jadoon, 

2011). Irregularity, not adjust, will come to characterize the relations that Pakistan has with 

the US and the Eurasian accomplices. There is no real way to contrast Pakistan-China key 

association and the hoax of a "hostile to fear-based oppression" partnership. Pakistani would 

seek American help for Afghanistan's state-to-state animosity against Pakistan and its 

undercover support for Indian intelligence organization, RAW‘s (Research and Analysis 

Wing) psychological oppressors who taking up arms in Baluchistan and past (Jadoon, 2011).    

It is awkward to consider and will likely trigger accusatory comments of "dread-mongering 

(Mahapatra, 2012), yet, the sooner that Pakistani strategists, chiefs and the political leadership 

acknowledge this certainty, the lesser they will fail to meet expectations regarding the 

security of their nation. It is to a great extent 'obsolete' to think as far as an "alliance mindset" 

is concerned (Mahapatra, 2012).Yet, as a disentangled clarification for what is occurring in 

Eurasia these days, it is basically the multipolar coalition of Russia-China-Pakistan versus the 

unipolar one of the US-India-Afghanistan, with Iran tossing its weight behind the multipolar 

powers yet with the capability of playing a twofold amusement against Pakistan if India is 

fruitful in persuading it. India upheld that cross-outskirt assaults are a type of "intrigue" 

incubated by Islamabad (Blank, 2012). This is the truth of the present-day geopolitical 

circumstance encompassing Afghanistan and it is the directing dynamic, which will decide 

Pakistan's relations with the US going ahead. 

China and Russia have fortified their positions, policies and collaborations on political and 

security issues. Political initiative of China, Russia and Pakistan has likewise broken down 

the dangers and advancements of the worldwide framework along these lines. Most noticeable 

is the way they respond to U.S aims and conduct as far as utilization of sanctions against 

different nations and constrain of financial possibilities is concerned.    

In bigger political circles, Beijing, Moscow and Islamabad have a comparative talk on how 

they see U.S. China considers U.S‘ ―Pivot Asia‖ strategy, otherwise called Re-adjusting Asia, 

an aberrant risk for the Chinese provincial interests. For the Russian Federation, it is the 

extension of NATO into the post-Soviet autonomous states, where NATO is presenting 

immediate and backhanded dangers for Russia (Blank, 2012). For the Pakistan, it is the 
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developing military collaboration between US and India, which represents a genuine risk 

along Eastern and Western boondocks. In addition, it triggers fighting inside Pakistan. China 

does not seek after an outward arrangement of showdown with U.S. Russia and Pakistan have 

communicated disappointment with regards to the methodology of U.S. in the war in 

Afghanistan.  

A destabilized Afghanistan presents incredible danger for the local nations, particularly, 

Pakistan, China and Russia. Be that as it may, unsteadiness in Afghanistan gives an 

appearance to the U.S to drag out its key nearness there and continue destabilizing the district 

for the acknowledgement of its key advantages. India is likewise being profited by 

unpredictability in Afghanistan, since it utilizes Afghan geopolitics for its geo-key and geo-

financial intrigue. India utilizes Afghan soil against its adversaries and advances its interests 

in Central Asian locale. Through its budgetary venture, India has achieved the worthiness of 

Afghan specialists and a solid support of United States, since both seek after regular financial 

and vital interests.  

Then again, being the territorial nations, China, Russia and Pakistan have intermingled 

interests such as monetary interests. In 2016, Chinese President Xi Jin Ping communicated his 

enthusiasm for teaming up with Russia in the prominent 'One Belt One Road (OBOR) 

activity, which was renamed as Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (Omar, 2006). The activity 

interfaces the landlocked piece of China with essential European markets through framework 

improvement of streets and roadways inevitably associating with Russia's Eurasian Economic 

Union (EEU) activity. The Russian-drove Eurasian Economic Union is an economic 

establishment formalized in January 2015 (Omar, 2006). 

Significant goal of EEU is 'local monetary mix', at present comprising of five states such as 

Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan. There is a feasible incorporation of 

Mongolia and Tajikistan in EEU in next couple of years (Omar, 2006). "With a GDP (Gross 

Domestic Product) of $1.59 trillion of every 2015, a modern creation of $1.3 trillion of every 

2014, and populace of right around 200 million starting at 2016, the association could speak 

to a geopolitical achievement that underpins both Putin's yearning political plan and the 

Union's monetary prospects‖ (Omar, 2006). Similarly, the BRI has different ventures, 

beginning from China to Central Asia and onwards to African landmass and European 

heartland. It is, without a doubt, the Chinese reaction to US Re-adjusting of Asia.  

United States utilizes the idea of hard power, and China utilizes the idea of delicate power 

through a monetary commitment. The framework, which is extended under China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC), will procure financial, social and statistic profits for the two 

nations as well as for the district. In such manner, the Gwadar Economic Zone (GEZ), which 
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was introduced on January 29, 2018, carries with it prospects of local exchange and more 

prominent financial joint effort among the three nations (Asghar, 2015). 

Security savvy, these three nations have shared characteristic of interests regarding United 

States. President Trump's new National Security Strategy-2017 (NSS) and US South Asian 

(Afghan) Policy-2017 have made preferences for Pakistan, China and Russia. The US 

National Security Strategy (NSS) unequivocally singles out China and Russia as contenders 

that have risen to "challenge American power, impact, and interests"  (Asghar, 2015). It 

likewise perceives the vital importance of room and digital as new areas, and examines 

endeavors by foes to bring down trust in popularity based foundations. Additionally, it 

illuminates that U.S. foes and contenders frequently resort to "dark zone" exercises that are 

coercive yet do not meet the edge of military activity or unlawful conduct (Asghar, 2015). 

In the wake of endless effort of Trump administration to suspend military guide to Pakistan, 

the last intends to reinforce its ties with Russia and China. China, then again, is updating its 

maritime abilities and numerous experts consider it to be a way to challenge U.S maritime 

amazingness in the locale. As indicated by a report discharged by China's Department of 

Defense, Chinese Navy and Peoples Liberation Army, has more than 300 vessels including 

submarines, ships, watch art and battle ships. An announcement by Xi Jin Ping in 2017, 

affirms China's aspiration expressing their longing to manufacture a naval force that positions 

at the most noteworthy request all inclusive of IOR (Today, 2017). 

Thus, for Russia, there is expanding space for showdown, particularly, in lieu of its restricting 

position in Syria. The ongoing feeling of danger by American President, Donald Trump, over 

Russia's situation in Syria demonstrates an unstable note in the connection between the two 

nations in April 2018  (Jamal, 2017). On July 10th, 2015 President Vladimir Putin declared 

acknowledgement of Pakistan as an individual from Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO) in its yearly summit  (Jamal, 2017). The consideration of Pakistan in SCO has more 

extensive ramifications for the congruity and solidness for South Asia, Afghanistan and 

Central Asia. Politically, the U.S resistance is surely a significant measurement. SCO has 

been utilized in the past by China and Russia to urge United States to set a time period for the 

expulsion of its troops from Central Asia, and to restore the normal position towards the 

contention in Syria. This was communicated in Bishkek Declaration (Jamal, 2017). The three 

nations can possibly meet up because of their regular position towards provincial players and 

restriction towards U.S intercession in Afghanistan and locale.  

For provincial soundness, harmony in Afghanistan is an urgent factor and could be a solid 

contributing element of the combination of a comparable position received by Russia, China 

and Pakistan from the stage of SCO. As preceded with political insecurity in Afghanistan, it 
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will have decimating repercussions for Pakistan, China and Russia. In the present situation, 

where Afghan security circumstance is weakening with the passage of time, much is required 

to be accomplished. It was a direct result of this basis that SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group 

was made in 2005 to proactively contribute in Afghanistan's inward issues by embracing 

steady measures to make feasible agreement in Afghanistan (Haas, 2014). President Vladimir 

Putin has attested that the biggest security danger confronting the locale exuded from 

Afghanistan and the focal worry of SCO is psychological oppression that hampers local 

harmony and stability (VOA, 2009). To guarantee local security and to upgrade territorial 

strength, a more grounded coordination between China, Russia and Pakistan is required.  

Financially, SCO has been trying to empower monetary co-task through common exchange 

among part states to turn SCO into a progressively suitable association. For this reason, it set 

up Interbank Association in 2005 and a business Council in 2006 (VOA, 2009). It was in the 

soul of more extensive financial collaboration that SCO Development Fund was made. SCO 

extension will sow the seeds for local soundness and will emphatically contribute towards the 

national enthusiasm of its individuals. As underlined amid the SCO Summit, occurred in June 

2018, the spokesman of Ministry of Commerce, Gao Feng affirmed that SCO individuals 

appreciate solid exchange ties. As far as evaluation is concerned, China exchanged volume 

with different individuals rose to $217.6 billion out of 2017 which was an expansion of 19% 

from the earlier year (VOA, 2009). The structure of SCO is fundamentally helpful to support 

productive speculations as proved by Chinese venture which has expanded to roughly $84 

billion with SCO part states (VOA, 2009). 

The soul of SCO limits from intimidation in worldwide issues and because of its assent-based 

basic leadership process, it ingrains affirmation in its individuals. This is another period of 

regionalism where the part nations of SCO; China, Russia, and Pakistan can support local 

coordinated effort while working under the umbrella of the association to determine the 

serious issues of security which were brought about by fear-based oppression, fanaticism and 

rebellion. The way that the accord approaches, it drives the basic leadership process in SCO 

to avoid coercive collaboration.   

SCO can possibly diminish the strains between the clashing gatherings by using its 

discretionary techniques to exert impact on the accomplished accord. The way that both 

Pakistan and India have been conceded together in SCO, shows that part nations like China 

and Russia understand the sensitivities of Indo-Pak relations. The main individuals share an 

exceptional connection with India and Pakistan. While Russia has nearer ties with India, 

China has nearer relations with Pakistan, and they would not want to outrage either while 

being a piece of SCO.  



(Page 62 of 180) 
 

Pakistan has been the casualty of radicalism, psychological warfare and dissidence, the three 

central concerns distinguished by SCO. The way that most psychological oppressor 

associations have adopted, to work through solid transnational systems along these lines, is 

more suitable procedure. To address this issue, a powerful counterterrorism procedure that 

enables the states to meet up, must be detailed. Since its detailing, SCO has been occupied 

with countering the danger of psychological oppression and made Regional Anti-Terrorism 

Structure (RATS) in Tashkent, Uzbekistan in 2003 with the principal reason for planning 

non-military activities to handle this issue (Novosti, 2005). Post Bishkek summit in 2007, 

1600 Chinese officers, 2000 Russian military faculty and safeguard powers from Tajikistan 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan partook in joint counter-psychological oppression 

military exercises known as Peace Mission 2007 (Zhiqin & Yang, 2016). The incorporation of 

Pakistan to RATS will encourage in a joint counter psychological oppression methodology to 

destroy the places of refuge of fear mongering in both South Asia and Eurasia (Zhiqin & 

Yang, 2016). 

SCO could, likewise, be a critical stage to fortify the social trades between China, Pakistan 

and Russia. Amid the Shanghai Summit Declaration on June 15, 2006, SCO asserted that 

assorted variety in social customs, qualities and model of improvement and course of history 

ought not to be taken as affection to meddle with different region‘s affairs (Zhiqin & Yang, 

2016). It very well may be earned from this advancement that SCO regards contrasts in 

human advancements and worries after directing trade among nations on an equivalent 

premise which prompts upgraded joint effort.   

3.4: Reappraisal of Pak-Russia Relations       

The mutual understanding and mutual interests are the most essential features on which the 

relations of two nations must be based. However, Pak-Russia relations lack in these qualities. 

Both, Russia and Pakistan have lost a number of opportunities. The bilateral relations of both 

Russia and Pakistan are marred with a long trail of misunderstanding and distrust. In spite of 

enormous potential of mutual progress, the relations between Russia and Pakistan have often 

been underestimated merely due to misconceptions and rigid ideological behaviors on the part 

of the leaderships of the two countries. Pakistan‘s decision to join the U.S. side, neglecting 

the significance of USSR, the super power adjacent to Afghanistan, laid down the foundation 

of the misconceptions and misunderstandings back in 1947 (Muhammad & Fahad, 2019). The 

decision made by Pakistani political elite, to join U.S. camp by utterly rejecting the invitation 

of super power Soviet Union, is found to be based on mere ideological reasons and 

misjudgments. Pakistani policymaking entities did not follow the fundamental principles of 

foreign policy such as rational analysis of the geopolitical situation both in regional and 
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global perspective, adaptation of pragmatic approach in making friends or foes, and 

prioritization of national interest over personal biases.  

Pakistani leadership did not conduct a ―cost-benefit‖ analysis of the entire situation before 

deciding to join the U.S. and outright rejecting the super power of the time, ―USSR.‖ The 

relations between the two nations have been ruled by austerity ever since the decision of 

Pakistani establishment to join the U.S. camp. We can find various fields of common interests 

between Russia and Pakistan after a judicious analysis of the geostrategic situation in the 

region. Pakistan and Russia, both, had couple of golden opportunities to review and revive 

their bilateral relations for mutual benefit and to contribute in the development and progress 

of the region. One of such chance was during the 1965 war, which was lost by Pakistani 

leadership. However, this could have been proven a milestone to establish long-term mutually 

beneficial relations between the two nations and the longstanding issue of Kashmir could 

have been sorted out through the Tashkent Summit.   

Tashkent Summit was such an amazing opportunity for Pakistan to reach the resolution of the 

Kashmir issue largely in Pakistan‘s favor as China was endorsing Islamabad‘s narrative and 

United States was also keen in the resolution of this issue. The Tashkent Summit was chaired 

by the Soviet Union, who would be anxiously willing to take the credit of resolving this issue 

once and for all. Pakistan‘s position at this occasion was comparatively better than that of 

India. The bilateral relations between USSR and Pakistan could be re-established on new 

paradigms and could prove to be beneficial not only for the two nations but for the entire 

region, bringing in political stability, economic revival and sustainable peace and security in 

the region. According to some experts and historians, the situation was manhandled by the 

then Pakistani leadership. The billions of dollar worth of industrial project, ―Pakistan Steel 

Mill‖ was a result of a single visit by Pakistani Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, in 1974, 

which gives a clue about the scale of industrial and economic progress, which could have 

been made if both countries decided to advance the mutual cooperation (Ume, 2019). 

There were a lot of chances for Pakistan to collect enormous advantages from its bilateral ties 

with USSR but the situation took an entirely different turn following the Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan. Pakistan joined the U.S. camp and became the frontline Western ally in a decade 

long proxy war against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan. Later, Pakistan‘s pro-Taliban foreign 

policy mitigated the chances of any progress in the relations between the two nations. The 

chances of improvement in the bilateral ties of Pakistan and Russia started emerging 

following the 9/11 scenario but no breakthrough ever made in the wake of this situation too.  

The lack of realistic approach towards the mutual relations between Russia and Pakistan has 

always played a pivotal role in obscuring the chances of fruitful bilateral relations. In addition 
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to this, the security concern, on Pakistan‘s part, is another major element which forced 

Pakistan to join the U.S. in 1947. The West-leaning element was indoctrinated in Pakistan‘s 

foreign policy because of India‘s deep bilateral relations with the Soviet Union. Pakistani 

leadership wanted to avail the benefit of the security equipment offered by United States and 

its Western allies. This act on part of Pakistani political and military establishment seems to 

be a rational step on initial basis which was overwhelmingly based on maintaining the 

balance of power in the South Asian region.  

Pakistan has always perceived Russia as India‘s friend and ally due to Pakistan‘s framing of 

anti-India foreign policy rather than trying to figure out the mutual fields of interest between 

the two states, which could bring both nations closer in terms of economic and military 

cooperation. Pakistan‘s decision to join the broad security pacts of Central Treaty 

Organization (CENTO), 1954, and later becoming a part of the South East Asian Treaty 

Organization (SEATO), 1955,  was once again defying the element of rationality, which had, 

as a result, put Pakistan on frontline in the war against Communism which was launched by 

United States and its Western allies against Soviet Union (Ullah, 2020, pp. 17-18). While 

making foreign policy decisions with long-lasting effects for the country and the region, 

Pakistani leadership tilted more towards a subjective approach than an objective and rational 

one, and started following the stereotype image of Russia being an expansionist imperial 

power as portrayed by United States and its allied Western powers.  

On account of the emerging global political environment and the changing international 

geopolitical atmosphere, both nations need to review their existing foreign policies towards 

each other and should try to establish a mutual consent on the factors which are of joint 

benefit for both the nations. Both countries need to extend their cooperation with each other 

in their quest to deal with the plausible challenges, equally affecting the geostrategic and 

geopolitical interests of the two, which would be ultimately helpful in maintaining the 

regional and global security and stability. The absence of a direct bilateral hostility between 

Russia and Pakistan is very positive element in the possible revival of the diplomatic relations 

between the two countries.  

The bilateral relations of Pakistan and Russia have been remained frigid due to either the third 

party involvement i.e. U.S. and its allies‘ actions in this region or due to Russia‘s deep-rooted 

military and strategic ties with India. The implications of these external or third party 

enforced challenges, and the possibly helpful steps which could be taken to make up for the 

adverse outcomes are briefly discussed in the following paragraphs. Pakistan‘s foreign policy 

has always been under immense U.S. influence, particularly after becoming a member of the 

US-drove joint security pacts of South East Asian Treaty (SEATO) and Central Treaty 

Organization (CENTO) which obstructed Pakistani government to practice its autonomy and 
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sovereignty in making foreign policy decisions related to Russia. Pakistan has been playing 

the role of a proxy to the United States ever since its inception and working to protect 

Washington‘s interests in South Asia. The fittest example of Pakistan‘s subordinating role to 

United States is its role as a frontline U.S. ally in the Russo-Afghan war (1979-1989) (Ullah, 

2020). On the whole, Islamabad has always been willingly let its territory be used for United 

States‘ strategic interests. Moscow has always been looking at Pakistan‘s role as a U.S. ally, 

with suspicions and time to time proved to be right about its distrust towards the pro-U.S. 

activities being carried out by Pakistan. Signing a pact with United States in 1959 to counter 

Communism is one of the pro-American acts done by Pakistan. In addition to this, Pakistan 

let U.S. spy plane carry out its spying mission against Soviet Union which was later captured 

by the Soviets, and the pilot, during investigation, unveiled the secret of its taking off from 

Badaber Airbase in Peshawar, Pakistan (Ahmad A. , 2020, p. 51). 

Ironically, Pakistan and Communist China have always been good friends in the same 

timeline when USSR and Pakistan‘s relations were going through the most hostile and 

volatile phase since ever. Pakistan‘s foreign policy has always been friendly towards the 

Communist China. However, this fact is undeniable that Pakistan has been quite successful in 

conserving its bilateral relations with the People‘s Republic of China (PRC), a country run by 

Communist Totalitarian rulers, without harming its ties with the rest of the world. There is a 

lot of potential for Islamabad to establish bilateral relations with Moscow by working on the 

same policy, it has adopted for Pak-China relations.   

India has always been remained the uppermost factor for both Pakistan and Russia in devising 

their South Asian policy. Pakistan‘s policy making elites have remained unsuccessful in 

establishing the amiable relations with both super powers, Russia and United States, unlike 

India, who has mustered the strategic, economic and political benefits from both, 

simultaneously. The plausible good aspect of this India-centric policy of Islamabad is that 

Pakistan does not have any direct collision of interests or hostile orientation towards Russia. 

Yet it is Moscow‘s ties with New Delhi,   which Pakistani establishment considers as a 

problem in its way to formulate cordial relations between Pakistan and Russia. The leadership 

of both, Russia and Pakistan, has started looking at the global and regional politics in a 

different and more progressive way than ever before, ever since the 9/11 incidents took place, 

which brought about dramatic change in the global geopolitics generally and South Asian 

geopolitics especially. The geostrategic importance of Pakistan is undeniable and peerless in 

the entire War-on-terror (WOT) scenario as well as in international politics. With respect to 

the prevailing global political climate, the Indian factor no longer seems to play the pivotal 

role.  
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Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was the first Prime Minister of Pakistan who paid a state visit to Moscow 

in 1974 and 1976, and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was the second Prime Minister of 

Pakistan who visited Moscow in 1999 in the quest to reinstate bilateral ties with Russia. The 

first visit to Moscow, during last thirty three years, by any Pakistani President was made by 

President Pervez Musharraf in February 2003. The purpose of these visits was to reduce the 

tension between the two countries. In response to these visits from Pakistani premiers, 

Mikhail Fradkov became the first Russian Premier to visit Pakistan in April 2007, which was 

viewed as a considerable success resulting from Pakistan‘s consistent diplomatic efforts 

starting from Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif‘s Moscow visit. In November 2007, Russian and 

Pakistani officials signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to initiate a joint venture 

to explore the oil reserves, during Pakistan Petroleum Minister‘s visit to Russia. Russia 

favored Pakistan in regard to getting the status of an Observer in the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) in 2005, as Russia refrained from using its veto power to obstruct 

Pakistan‘s presence in the Summit (Rizwan, 2006). 

To return the compliment, Pakistan used its diplomatic sources to help Russia in obtaining the 

status of an Observer at the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). During Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) meeting in Dushanbe (Tajikistan), on November 25, 2010, 

Russian President Vladimir Putin expressed his best wishes to his Pakistani counterpart 

Yousaf Raza Gilani in an informal meeting. Later, another meeting took place between the 

Prime Ministers of both countries at the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

conference on November 8, 2011, in Saint Petersburg. In this meeting, Prime Minister 

Vladimir Putin called Pakistan as a significant economic and trade partner of Russia and the 

most prominent Russian ally in the Islamic world and in South Asia. Some scholars hold the 

opinion that due to the growing mutual ties between New Delhi and Washington, which 

Moscow considers as a threat for its strategic interests in South Asia, Russian policymakers 

are tilting towards Pakistan. Moscow views these newly established India-America relations 

as a threat for the strategic interests of Russia and China in the region as they are increasingly 

turning into an emerging politico-military coalition.   

The two countries, Russia and Pakistan, are making progress in terms of building bilateral 

relations in various fields of common interests. The security and defense is one of the 

elements which has always been remained the uppermost priority for Pakistan. From 2009 to 

2013, Russia and Pakistan have had the exchange of formal visits between the military 

establishments, which was initiated by Pakistan‘s Chief of Army Staff (COAS), General 

Ashfaq Pervez Kayani‘s three consecutive visits to Russia from 2009, 2012 and 2013 

(Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019). These visits from Pakistan‘s military leadership were 

requited by the Russian Army Chief Colonel General Alexander Postnikov, Commander-in-
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Chief of Russian Ground Forces, in May 2011; and the second visit was made by Russian 

Army Chief Vladimir Chirkin in August 2013 totaling two visits in two years.  

With regard to lay the groundwork for a sustainable strategic relationship between the two 

countries and increasing the military cooperation between the armed forces of Pakistan and 

Russia, both Islamabad and Moscow arranged these visits with great hopes and ambitions 

attached to them. The end purpose of these exchanges was to strengthen the bilateral military 

ties between the two countries, and to meet the security goals in the region. With respect to 

improve the relations between Russia and Pakistan, the four-nations Summit of Russia, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Tajikistan, held in August 2010 at Sochi (Russia), is considered to 

be a defining moment, which would determine the fate of Russia-Pakistan bilateral ties. Both 

countries agreed on cooperation on inter-governmental level, following this Summit, to assist 

each other in trade, economy, science and technology.  

The supply of Russian weapons to Pakistan has been a highly disputed and off-limits matter 

between the two countries. However, the matter of disapproval on the sale of ordnance to 

Pakistan does not have much practical grounds and more likely confined to scholarly 

discussions and diplomatic differences. In reality, Pakistan has already acquired the famous 

T-80 main battle tanks from Ukraine in 1990. These tanks are built exclusively on state-of-

the-art Russian technology. China sold its JF-17 fighter planes to Pakistan after Russian 

approval in 2009, since these aircrafts are powered by Russian RD-93 engines. Another deal 

between Russia and Pakistan in defense sector was the sale of Mi-17 transport helicopters 

(Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019). Setting aside their differences, both Moscow and 

Islamabad made a significant defense related deal worth $153 million to sell Mi-35 attack 

helicopters to Pakistan during his Moscow visit by the then Chief of Army Staff of Pakistan 

army, General Raheel Sharif in 2016. These advanced helicopters were capable of dealing any 

kind of challenges, be it a fight against terrorists or during a war with a rival nation.  

3.5: Framing of Pak-Russia Economic and Military Partnership 

There are a number of different ways in which the countries or nations can align with each 

other, as proclaimed by the neo-liberalism ideology. It is also proclaimed by the key neo-

liberalist scholars that various countries collaborating with each other in various sectors of 

mutual interests can yield advantages for both the states since the nations are not always 

obsessed with the desire to obtain reciprocal amount of benefits from their bilateral 

cooperation. Another important and often overlooked feature of international relations is that 

in majority of cases, many states start misusing their mutual cooperation and tend to obtain 

maximum benefits out of it, nevertheless, which way it affects other nation. It is very 
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important to consider that this is not about gaining equal amount of loss or benefit for each 

nation in the collaboration.  

 No one can disagree from the need of energy on reasonable cost to run industrial sector and 

to achieve the desired economic prosperity. In today‘s world, the economic development and 

modernization of a society is largely dependent on the copious amount of energy produced on 

fairly low cost. Pakistan is largely dependent on the expensive, imported crude oil which it 

buys from the oil-rich Gulf countries to meet its energy needs. The rapid drying out of its 

indigenous gas resources are making Pakistan growingly more dependent on imported crude 

oil, and this is causing a constant rise in the oil and gas prices in the country. In this looming 

danger of energy crisis in Pakistan, the most hopeful feature is its strategic position of having 

two significant energy supply routes which can be used to provide the mineral treasure of 

Russian Federation and Central Asian Republics (CARs) to the international market. Owing 

to their abundance of oil and gas, Iran, Russia and Central Asian Republics (CARs) are all 

being anticipated to become the energy hub of the future world.  

With respect to the fast pace depletion of Emirates‘ and Saudis‘ oil and gas reserves, Iran and 

Russia are going to emerge as the world‘s future energy caterers as Iran contains the second 

largest oil and gas reserves and Russia outshines entire world with occupying the most 

abundant hydrocarbon reserves. The inauguration of the two enormous oil and gas pipeline 

projects by Pakistan is based on fulfilling the future energy needs of the country by allowing 

Iranian and Central Asian energy supply to flow through the international market. One of 

these gas pipeline projects includes Iran and Pakistan, called as Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas 

pipeline, whereas the other one consists of four nations, two from South Asia, the one from 

Iran and the one from Central Asia, Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas 

pipeline. On technical grounds, both of these projects are workable and their economic 

feasibility has been evaluated by the member nations, yet, these projects cannot be completed 

by neglecting the interests of global powers.  

Due to the Iran‘s controversies over the nuclear energy issue and rising tension between Iran 

and the West, the chances of Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline project are quite rare. As for the 

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline project, both rivaling global 

powers, Russia and United States, are on the same page, favoring this venture, and in addition 

to this, Russia seems to be willing in pumping investment in this project (Dilyara, 2017). The 

mega Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline project holds immense 

prospects for Pakistan, in providing for the energy demands in the future and provides a 

doorway to Russia and Central Asian Republics (CARs) to commence trade and commerce 

with Asia, Africa and West.  
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In its venture to meet the energy needs of industrial sector and to some extent, the overall 

commercial and domestic demands, Islamabad has been looking forward to attain Russian 

technical and financial assistance in coal mining sector and building the power plants which 

could run on massive coal reserves found in Pakistan‘s own territory. In its quest to become 

self-sufficient in energy sector through the construction of coal energy plants, Pakistani 

premiere Raja Pervez Ashraf arranged a meeting with the Russian Foreign Minister, Sergei 

Lavrov in 2012, and expressed great deal of interest and willingness to establish strong and 

sustainable bilateral relations with Russia, particularly, in the domains of economy, trade and 

security (Besakh, 2016, pp. 48-49). This meeting revolved around Pakistan‘s keen interest in 

achieving Russian expertise in the energy sector, particularly, in coal mining sector and 

establishing power plants which could run on coal deposits situated in Pakistan.  

Both countries could help each other in the field of energy and the outcome of this mutual 

cooperation would be an enormous growth in the economic and industrial sectors. The oil 

consortium, named as ―Pakistan Oilfields‖ was underpinned by the USSR in 1958. Pakistan 

was granted a loan of 27 million Rubles by the Soviet Union, in 1961, to assist Pakistan in 

establishing the Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL), which was required 

to focus on exploring the hydrocarbon deposits in Pakistan‘s own territory.  Although, this  

era of development in bilateral relations of Pakistan and Soviet Union went through a halt due 

to Afghan war and Pakistan‘s joining of U.S. alliance against Soviet Union, the ice started 

melting in the late 1990‘s, starting from Pakistan Premiere Nawaz Sharif‘s visit to Moscow.  

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between Moscow and Islamabad in 

2012, with regard to providing technical help for Guddu Power Plant, Muzaffargarh Power 

Plant and the construction of Jamshoro Power Plant (JENCO) with 500 Megawatt of energy 

output, and Tarbela-4 project was another significant step towards enhancing the bilateral 

cooperation during the Post-Cold war era (Besakh, 2016, pp. 59-61). There was another 

remarkable Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), signed between the two countries for the 

transfer of electric power from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to Afghanistan and Pakistan, 

CASA-1000 (Central Asia-South Asia-1000), which was being anticipated to be a 

breakthrough in the economic development of the South Asian region, given the project is 

materialized, successfully. Another important contract was signed between the two nations for 

an 1100 kilometers long gas pipeline, running from Karachi to Lahore, with Russian financial 

assistance of $ 2 billion (Besakh, 2016, p. 49). 

The evolution of the economic relations between Russia and Pakistan took place at a slow, 

yet, at unwavering pace, which promises enormous opportunities for both nations. In spite of 

long history of cold and strained relations, and diplomatic tensions between the two countries, 

especially in regard to Afghan war, there are several areas of mutual interest for both Russia 



(Page 70 of 180) 
 

and Pakistan. Trade is another area which holds prime importance in the economic 

development of a country and this is the very sector which could be a game-changer in the 

future economic progress of both Russia and Pakistan. The trade sector has seen a boost from 

$92 million to $700 million during a period of eight years, from 2003 to 2011. The trade 

sector holds plenty of potential for mutual progress and exchange of expertise, boosting the 

economic activities and thus helping in coping up with the challenges of poverty and 

unemployment for both Russia and Pakistan, in future.  

A whole new age of amiable relations between the two nations is emerging due to the recent 

changes taking place in global geopolitical atmosphere and the rapidly changing geostrategic 

dynamics in the South Asian region. The currently brewing interregional economic outlook is 

setting the direction for both nations for collaboration with each other to mark out a new age 

of harmony and peace. Russia‘s influence as a prominent regional and global power and 

enormous economic prospects provide the logic behind the significance of Russia-Pakistan 

bilateral relations. There are two major features, out of several important ones, pertaining to 

Russia‘s global diplomatic status. These include Russia‘s power of Veto at United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC), and its status of being a chief member of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO), which could be quite beneficial for Pakistan in both regional and global 

matters (Ali, 2001). 

The access to enormous hydrocarbon reserves found in Central Asia and the influx of foreign 

capital is deemed essential for Pakistan‘s economic revival. Both countries can launch trade 

in various commodities including textile and agricultural products. Pakistan can prove to be 

one of the most competitive vendors in surgical instruments, sports goods and some certain 

agricultural items for Russia. As Russia is already looking for more potential markets to boost 

its oil and gas trade in the world due to the exponential decrease in oil and gas prices resulting 

in considerable decrease in the revenue generated from this field. The Pakistan Steel Mill 

(PSM) was built with technical and financial assistance of the former USSR, in 1973, due to 

the bilateral trade agreement made between the two nations, which resulted in the initiation of 

bilateral trade between the two countries in various items, mainly, comprising jute, cotton and 

leather to Russia.  

To shore up the bilateral ties in the sphere of trade and economics, a joint commission was 

setup between Russian Federation and Pakistan in 1999, which was considered to be the most 

important step taken by the two countries in the post-Cold war era. With regard to explore 

new areas of common interest and gain optimum benefit from the bilateral economic 

cooperation, an Inter-Governmental Commission (IGC) was established, which played an 

important role in elevating the mutual assistance in the realms of trade, economics and 

scientific research (Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019, p. 44). In their joint venture to explore 
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more opportunities for mutual interest and growth, both, Russia and Pakistan, established the 

Pakistan Russia Business Forum (PRBF), in 2009.  

With respect to increase cooperation further, in the areas of common interest, the Business 

Council for Promotion of Trade (BCPT) is playing a vital role, effectively, since its 

inauguration in 2011. To prepare a feasibility report to figure out the investment potential in 

the fields of metallurgy, railways, energy, science and technology, and power sector, a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between the two nations, during the 

Russian delegation‘s visit to Pakistan in 2012. With the establishment of five Joint Working 

Groups (JWGs), in 2015, consisting of trade and finance, energy, food and agriculture, 

banking and industries, the Pak-Russia bilateral economic cooperation gained the status of an 

institution. Pakistan imports fertilizers, raw ferrous and the products made of raw ferrous and 

the paper-board from Russia. This mutual trade will increase to a substantial scale for years to 

come. The bilateral trade between Pakistan and Russia has already seen a reasonable growth 

during the period of 1980 to 2017, which despite all the odds, has risen from US$ 95 million 

to US$ 732 million.  

In the Post-Cold War era, another remarkable development was made in form of signing the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Russian Gazprom International and 

Pakistan‘s Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL) in July 2017, to beef up 

mutual cooperation and to use advanced technology in exploration of new sources of energy. 

The bilateral cooperation between the two nations is hindered due to the absence of interbank 

networking between the reciprocal banks of the two states. Another reason of this impedance 

lies in the unresolved bilateral financial compulsions. Pakistan‘s economic strength is 

dependent on abundant-cum-consistent supply of energy on competitive cost, which in turn, 

would facilitate in bringing about a positive change in terms of regional political stability and 

to bring prosperity and progress for both Russia and Pakistan.  

In the light of Pakistan‘s decades long defense relations with the United States, the chances of 

Russian defense equipment being sold to Pakistan seem to be quite rare. However, in reality, 

Pakistan‘s armed forces are already equipped with a number of Russian made military 

hardware and ordnance, i.e. Mi-17 helicopters are already serving the Pakistani armed forces 

and the T-80 main Russian battle tank are already in service which were sold by Ukraine to 

Pakistan. Both countries have shown great deal of interest in enhancing bilateral ties in the 

defense sector to maintain peace and stability in the region. Both nations are moving towards 

building closer and deeper military ties as demonstrated from the exchange of visits of the 

high military officials of the two nations. The bilateral military cooperation would gain a 

momentum after U.S. and NATO forces withdrawal from Afghanistan.  
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In this situation, both Russia and Pakistan would need to ramp up their mutual relations in the 

field of security to deal with the deteriorating political state of affairs in Afghanistan. Both 

nations can get great help from the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) to establish 

deeper and stronger bilateral ties. Both, Russia and Pakistan, have mustered some benefits 

from the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), when in 2005, Russia endorsed Pakistan 

to gain the status of an Observer on the occasion of the annual Summit of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO), which was returned by Pakistan in helping Russia to hold 

the seat of an Observer at the annual conference of the Organization of the Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) (Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019, pp. 50-53). 

Both nations could utilize these forums to establish sustainable and progressive relations. 

While reviewing the past history of the relations between Moscow and Islamabad, we can see 

that Pakistan has mostly practiced refrain in building defense ties with Russia and the only 

exception we can find during the Cold-War era is the Maverick helicopter deal made in 1969. 

The 2011 visit of Russian Army Chief Col. Gen. Alexander Postnikov proved to be a 

milestone in respect of building bilateral relations in defense sector. In response to this visit 

from Russian Army Chief, Air Chief Marshal Tahir Rafiq paid a state visit to Moscow in 

2012, paving the way for long-term and productive relations in defense sector. General 

Alexander Postnikov proposed the idea of joint military exercises and mutual exchange of 

trainees, and trade of weapons, which provided a base for defense cooperation between the 

two nations. This resulted in the joint defense plans and contracts in various branches of the 

defense sector.   

To have a careful consideration before making a final decision regarding a military deal, the 

commander of the Russian Air Force, Viktor Bondarev, visited Pakistan in April 2013. 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu‘s Islamabad visit, in 2014, was considered as a 

remarkable development in Pak-Russia bilateral relations in the area of security. The purpose 

of the visit was to come to a decision in security sector. The Russia-Pakistan contract for the 

sale of four Russian Mi-35 attack helicopters to Pakistan was the final result of the visit by the 

Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu, back in 2014. This trade deal was realized right 

after the Russian arms moratorium against Pakistan was lifted by Moscow. After receiving 

the delivery of these four Russian helicopters, Pakistan showed interest in acquiring a dozen 

more military helicopters. The next step in strengthening Russia-Pakistan bilateral military 

relations was the joint military exercises conducted in 2014, and soon after it, another phase 

of joint military drills took place in 2016 (Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019, p. 45). The 

depth of mutual interest between the two nations is demonstrated through these joint military 

drills. Moscow‘s defense collaboration with Islamabad could play an important role in fixing 

the strategic disproportion in the South Asian region. This would eventually help in 
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strengthening Russia‘s own strategic position not only in South Asia but also in entire 

Eurasia.   

The threat of Islamic fundamentalist movements is equally concerning matter for both Russia 

and Pakistan, and both these countries need to collaborate in order to contain this vice, which 

can potentially disrupt not only the regional but also the global peace and security. A Joint 

Working Group (JWG) has already been formulated to counter the terrorist activities in the 

region and keep the security condition in the region from getting imperiled. The need for joint 

venture in mitigating the terrorist threats in the region has been emphasized by Russian 

President Vladimir Putin while acknowledging Pakistan‘s stance regarding the Global War on 

Terror (GWOT).  

This is, indeed, a remarkable diplomatic achievement for Pakistan to get endorsement over its 

stand on such a sensitive issue from a global player like Russia. President Vladimir Putin‘s 

offer to extend its assistance to Pakistan‘s ongoing efforts against terrorism, particularly, in 

the wake of the blast at the Police Training College Quetta, in 2016, is just another example 

of constantly growing bilateral relations of the two countries. Pakistan was also given positive 

indication from Russian President Putin regarding the sale of sophisticated Russian military 

hardware to help counter the militant activities. Unlike Washington, who is quite doubtful 

about Pakistan‘s performance and role in the Global War on Terror (GWOT), and has been 

accusing Pakistan for providing assistance to the Islamic militants and Taliban groups, Russia 

has appreciated Pakistan army‘s role in conducting successful military operations against 

terrorists with respect to bring about peace and stability in the region (Tasneem, Afshan, & 

Fatima, 2019, p. 52). 

The joint anti-terrorism drills ―Druzhba‖ (Friendship) were carried out by Pakistan army and 

Russian Special Operations Forces in September 2016, regardless of intense resentment 

expressed by Indian government against the conduct of these exercises. This counterterrorism 

exercise was very first of its kind, yet, it proved to be milestone in this realm. Pakistan and 

Russia went one step ahead in this area of mutual interest and conducted another phase of 

anti-terrorism military drills from October to November 2018, in the mountain range of 

Nowshehra ―Pakistan.‖ These two week long military exercises played a very useful role in 

propping up bilateral military relations of Pakistan and Russia.      

There are ample opportunities to strengthen the Pakistan-Russia bilateral ties. Both nations 

have taken cemented steps, especially during last ten years, in the fields of energy, trade and 

security, which have laid strong foundation in this regard. If both countries keep it up to make 

right decisions in accordance with the current geopolitical scenario, they will equally muster 

the benefits for years to come. The ongoing international geopolitical situation offers 



(Page 74 of 180) 
 

opportunity to Pakistani leadership to amplify its ties with Russia, unlike past, when Pakistan 

used to be in the U.S. camp, and it had got itself aligned with the U.S.-drove Capitalist block 

at all international platforms.  

Approaching Russia for Pakistan‘s security, economy and energy related interests can be 

compared to its reaching out to the regional key player, China, whose diplomatic and 

geostrategic support has proven to be quite helpful for Pakistan in dealing with the issues of 

human trafficking and militancy. In past, Pakistan has been relying totally on the U.S. 

military equipment, which was not only more expensive than what was available in the 

international market, but this equipment was sold to Pakistan bounded with certain terms and 

conditions which Pakistan was required to must comply with.  

However, with respect to the growing bilateral relations with Russia on the institutional level, 

Pakistan can now acquire the Russian military hardware on comparatively low price. Pakistan 

gained the status of an observer in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), owing to 

Russia‘s endorsement, in 2011. It was during the seventeenth session of the Heads of the State 

Council Summit, which took place in Astana (Kazakhstan) in 2017, when both India and 

Pakistan became full members of the organization (Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019, p. 37). 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is being supported by Moscow to bring the 

issues of extremism, separatism, and terrorism, into discussion to create a consensus among 

the regional nations on the resolution of the same. Nevertheless, the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization‘s (SCO) May 2018 meeting which was hosted by Pakistan, India did attend the 

Summit due to Russia‘s diplomatic efforts. Although the relations between India and Pakistan 

were very tense but the more Russia and Pakistan get closer the more does it affect Pakistan 

and India relations in a bit productive way. Another example of the positive change in the 

regional political situation is the multi-nations military drills took place in Russia, from 

August 24 to August 29, 2018, were joined by both rival nations, India and Pakistan. This was 

the very first incident of its kind in the history of this region.  

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is considered by Pakistan as a relevant 

platform which can be brought into play to tackle the challenges which Pakistan is facing in 

the economic, energy and industrial sectors. Pakistan can potentially prop up its domestic 

security and the defense capabilities by gaining Russia‘s support through this platform. 

Russia‘s help in security related matters could greatly help Pakistan in its operation against 

the terrorist outfits. The geopolitical scholars and experts have great hopes for the resolution 

of the long standing territorial disputes under the Russian leadership. If Russia gets serious in 

playing its role to solve the regional territorial disputes, it would definitely prefer maintaining 

a tactful strategic balance in its relations and military cooperation with New Delhi and 

Islamabad. Moscow is seeking a multilateral strategic, military and diplomatic alliance with 
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both Pakistan and Afghan Taliban in the wake of recent surfacing of ISIS, also known as 

Daesh.  

In 1956, Russia and Pakistan established trade relations under an agreement in which Pakistan 

exported cotton, jute and leather, and the Soviet Union founded Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) 

on December 30, 1973 with a loan of USD 200 million. In 1999, both countries agreed to 

establish an Inter-Governmental Commission for Trade and Economy; concluded a bilateral 

agreement on trade and economic cooperation to replace the 1956 agreement. In 2009, the 

Pakistan-Russia Intergovernmental Commission (IGC) on Trade, Economic, and Scientific 

and Technical Cooperation was formed. A Russian delegation visited Pakistan in September 

2012 and concluded Memorandum of Understandings (MOUs) to invest in PSM, metallurgy, 

railways, power, science and technology. These economic linkages were further 

institutionalized during the fourth meeting of the IGC in 2015 with the formation of five Joint 

Working Groups (JWGs) on trade and finance, energy, food and agriculture, banking, and 

industries.  

The State Bank of Pakistan and the Central Bank of Russian Federation signed an MOU in 

Moscow on January 15, 2018 to promote cooperation in the fields of financial systems‘ 

development, payment systems, financial infrastructure, and financial institutions supervision.  

At present, Pakistan exports cotton yarn, fabrics, rice, nuts, textile goods, sports goods, 

leather, leather products, pharmaceutical products, tangerines and potatoes to the Russian 

Federation. Russian exports to Pakistan include fertilizers, paperboard, raw ferrous and 

ferrous products. Pakistan-Russia trade has witnessed a gradual rise from USD 95 million in 

198060 to USD 660 million in 2018. Trade between both countries is expected to grow up to 

approximately USD 750-800 million by the end of 2019. Islamabad and Moscow are 

considering signing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). These economic prospects are likely to 

be cemented under transnational mega projects like the BRI and its pilot project China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), EURASEC, the Central Asia Regional Economic 

Cooperation, and Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline   

A prominent area of cooperation during the Cold War was energy. Moscow established an oil 

consortium ‗Pakistan Oilfields‘ in 1958, and the Oil and Gas Development Company Limited 

(OGDCL) by lending Rubles 27 million in 1961. The same trend was witnessed in the post-

Cold war era when both signed MoUs in 2012 that involved extending technical assistance to 

the Guddu and Muzaffargarh power plants, the 500 Mega Watts (MW) New Jamshoro power 

plant (GENCO) and Tarbela-4 project. Other MOUs pertained to electricity transmission 

projects from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to Afghanistan and Pakistan (CASA-1000). In 2015, 

in order to construct the North-South gas pipeline from Lahore to Karachi, Russia agreed to 
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invest USD 2 billion. Russian firm Gazprom International won the Liquefied Natural Gas 

(LNG) pipeline contract in 2016.  

On January 31, 2017, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Oil and Gas Company Limited and a Russian 

consortium of investors (Inter-Rao Engineering and Himmash Apparat partnered with 

Orpheus Energy) concluded an agreement to establish an oil refinery having capacity to 

purify 200,000 barrels oil per day. Gazprom International and OGDCL concluded another 

memorandum on July 3, 2017, which would bring around USD 4 billion capital inflows to 

Pakistan.   

The two countries signed a defense cooperation agreement in 2014. As of early 2021, 

Moscow has supplied the Pakistan with a batch of Mi-35 attack helicopters, and promised to 

deliver anti-tank systems, air defense weapons and small arms. Pakistan Army actively 

participated in Russian Army War Games 2015 held in Russian Far East. Pakistan was also 

among the 6 countries that took part in Master of The Air Defense Battle Competition besides 

Russia, China, Egypt, Venezuela and Belarus. Military exercises have been started between 

Pakistan and Russia since 2015, called ‗Druzhba‘ (Friendship), to enhance military ties 

between the two states. The first annual joint exercise between the Russian military and the 

Pakistan Army took place under the name "Friendship 2016".   

Pakistan armed forces are equipped with a number of Russian made military hardware and 

ordnance (Maverick Helicopters, Mi-17 and Mi-35 Helicopters, and T-80 Battle tanks).  

Russian Military Chief Col. Gen. Aleksandr Postnikov visited Islamabad in 2011, and, 

Commander of the Russian Air Force Viktor Bondarev visited Islamabad in 2013. Air Chief 

Marshal Tahir Rafiq Butt visited Moscow in 2012, and, Chief of Army Staff General Ashfaq 

Parvez Kayani visited Moscow in 2012. Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu visited 

Islamabad to conclude the Defense Cooperation Agreement in 2014. In 2018, Pakistan and 

Russia signed a Security Training Agreement at the conclusion of the first meeting of Russia-

Pakistan Joint Military Consultative Committee (JMCC). Both countries have established a 

Bilateral Joint Working Group on Counter-Terrorism for regional security.  

3.6: Russia in China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

It is being reported by some Pakistani press sources that a Russian company Inter-Rao 

Engineering has shown eagerness to make a massive $2 billion worth of investment in the 

Pakistani power sector. However, the news is not, yet, confirmed by any government sources 

and the investment could definitely not be materialized until Islamabad shows a favorable 

response towards it. In the wake of ongoing economic crisis, foreign exchange inflow, be it in 

form of Russian investment or any other form or source, is a much-desired thing for Pakistan. 

Pumping investment in the energy sector, in Pakistan, could lay the framework for Russian 
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investment in the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project, yet, in an indirect way. 

Moscow would be able to avoid disappointing their more than half century old ally ―India‖ 

who would never welcome Russian involvement in China Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) (Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019, p. 48). 

Although the news is yet not confirmed, the current reconciliation in the bilateral relations of 

the two countries, which is happening on a quick-pace during the last few years, raises the 

chances of it being a possibility. The main purpose of this rapprochement is to lay the 

foundation of enduring and long lasting strategic ties between Russia and Pakistan. Russia‘s 

longing for becoming a part of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which is a 

part of the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), is clearly demonstrated from this report 

about Russia‘s interest in investing the immense $2 billion in several power generation 

projects in Pakistan. There is no doubt that Russia wants to avail itself of the opportunity to 

muster the financial benefits from the mega infrastructure projects being run by Chinese 

government in Pakistan under the tag of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

Although it does not want to do it at the cost of its strategic, political and economic ally, 

India‘s chagrin, as New Delhi has been raising its concerns regarding the China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) due to the passing of CPEC route through disputed territory of 

Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), where China is carrying out, in Pakistan, mega infrastructure projects 

(Costalli, 2018). 

The disputed region which is being used by China and Pakistan as a path way for the China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project is technically and historically a part of Kashmir 

valley, which has been a bone of contention between the two nations, ever since the partition 

of the subcontinent in 1947. Therefore, any attempt of investment by Russia in the China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project will put the revival of Indo-Russia bilateral ties 

in jeopardy. It is, thus, believed by some experts that Russian foreign policymaking entities 

would be looking for a smart strategy to commence investment in the China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) related projects without endangering the friendly mutual relations 

between Moscow and New Delhi.  

Regardless from the volume of investment, Russia will pump into Pakistan‘s economy, if 

Russia, somehow, avoids getting this investment labeled as China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) related projects, this would keep its relations with India going through any 

turmoil. We can expect more, off the record, potential Russian investment being commenced 

in various infrastructure and energy related projects in Pakistan, if, the aforementioned 

conditions are fulfilled by Russia, keeping the investment from being affiliated to the China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in any way possible. Other than Russian interest in 

power projects in Pakistan, the Russia Pakistan Economic Corridor (RPEC) is already under 
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consideration and it would prove to be a turning point in the revival of Pakistan-Russia 

bilateral relations.  

The age-old Russian ambition to get access to the ‗Warm Waters of Arabian Sea‘ in the 

Indian Ocean, which would eventually give Russia access to the international market and for 

which so many wars have been fought in the region and huge life losses occurred, seems to be 

getting fulfilled. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics‘ (USSR) army‘s invasion of 

Afghanistan in 1979-1989, is, allegedly, related to its ambition of reaching the Warm Waters. 

However, after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, in 1989, Russian army retreated from 

the region. Nonetheless, the situation in Afghanistan has not been improved much in terms of 

security and politico-economic stability, since the country is still divided among the rival 

warring factions, warlords, tribal chiefs and Islamic radical groups. The violent militant 

activities are prevailed all across Afghanistan. Pakistan has been suffering immensely due to 

the Afghan war and resultantly destabilization process, which resulted in more than 50,000 

civilian casualties and an economic backlash worth more than $200 billion as collateral 

damages (Muhammad, Yousafzai, & Zulfaqar, 2019). 

In order to commence trade and economic activities, it is imperative for a landlocked country, 

like Russia, to gain access to the Warm Waters of Arabian Sea. The sea routes, which remain 

open for transporting the trade items throughout the year, have become an essentiality for 

building a comprehensively developed and well-balanced economy. The Chinese, Japanese, 

European and American economies are largely relying on the sea routes for the international 

trade during the entire year.  While, on one hand, the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) is being built on a rapid pace, on the other hand, the Russia Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (RPEC) and Saudi Pakistan Economic Corridor (SPEC) also seem to be turning into 

reality in years to come.  

The chances of fulfilling the centuries old Russian dream of reaching Warm Waters are 

substantially high, yet, without any war and bloodbath. On March 28, 2019, the Pakistani 

Foreign Office hosted a meeting between the Russian and Pakistani strategic consultation 

committees in Islamabad. The Pakistani officials‘ team was being led by the then Foreign 

Secretary Tehmina Janjua, and on the Russian side, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov 

was leading the Russian delegation in the bilateral discussion. Initially, the Foreign Office 

sources called it a meeting, focusing on the sharing of ideas on the regional security issues by 

the envoys from both countries (Costalli, 2018). However, some press sources claimed that 

the matter of investment in China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was also brought into 

discussion during the thirteenth round of such bilateral meetings between the strategic 

consultation institutions of both Russia and Pakistan.  



(Page 79 of 180) 
 

In order to ramp up the bilateral relations with Russia, Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua put 

forth a seven point agenda. As for the complexity used to prevail in Russia and Pakistan 

bilateral relations, the spokesperson for Pakistani Foreign Office (FO) remarked that the 

situation is quite changed now and the prospects for strong and endured relationship are high. 

The unsettled financial dispute of $200 million worth of Russian amount that was held by 

Pakistani financial institutions was also addressed in the master plan, which was put forward 

by Pakistani Foreign Secretary. The road map, put forwarded by Pakistani Foreign Office, 

contains suggestions regarding a free trade pact, expanding the strategic collaboration on 

maximum possible fronts, building joint perception on the issues of mutual interest, ramping 

up defense ties and figure out undercover means to make Russian investment possible in the 

China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) by keeping it hidden from India. The road map 

also consists of suggestions for ramping up the people to people connections and contains 

proposals for laying down the foundations of regional platform to promote peace and progress 

in the region with the collaboration of the South Asian nations. Abundant in natural resources, 

the Baluchistan province of Pakistan has always been the area of great interest for China, 

Russia and United States (Ahmad A. , 2020, pp. 67-72). 

The chances of prosperity and economic progress of Pakistan are being linked, by Pakistani 

officials and scholars, to the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). During an important 

meeting with Russian Consul General Dr. Aleksandr G. Khozin, the Governor of Baluchistan 

stated that Pakistan and its regional partners should take advantage of Russian technical 

assistance and the potential investment. Baluchistan government has vowed to provide 

protection and facilitation to Russian investors in Gwadar, which is the most prominent and 

integral part of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The prospects of Russian 

investment in the China Pakistan Economic Corridor were also brought into discussion 

between the Governor of Baluchistan and the Russian Consul General Dr. Aleksandr G. 

Khozin during the meeting. The potential of Russian investment and its benefits from 

agriculture sector were also brought into the discussion, since Baluchistan is overwhelmingly 

an agricultural society. A massive network of roads and bridges is in construction in the 

province of Baluchistan under the auspices of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

The Russian companies could easily supply their agricultural commodities to the global 

market, in abundance, throughout the year.  

Pakistan and Russia's developing relations are viewed as a whiz reaction to a prospering Indo-

US nexus. In addition, Pakistan is trying to improve its ties with the United States also. Both 

states are trying to utilize all conceivable two-sided adventures without disturbing their ties 

with different states. Pakistan and Russia are displaying welcome attitude towards the 

maintenance of better relations between the two. With respect to provincial security, both for 
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Russia and Pakistan, a serene Afghanistan and a quiet neighborhood to Russia are of 

fundamental significance. The requirement for a quiet and safe neighborhood directs its terms 

of commitment with Pakistan as well.  

In addition, it is obvious from the ongoing headways in Pak-Russia relations that Russia 

confides in Pakistan's capacity to battle psychological warfare and is effectively seeking after 

Pakistan for hostile to fear-based oppression preparing. After Pakistan's incorporation in the 

SCO, where local security and counter psychological oppression are high-needed errands, the 

two states can assume a critical job in accomplishing common security related objectives in 

Afghanistan. The present joint effort on enemies of opiates, sedate dealing, and composed 

wrongdoing is significant for Russia and, hence, Pakistan is finding a way to help Russia in 

controlling these menaces. As of now, Pakistan's economy, and the approval on Russia by the 

Western point of confinement, the dimension of collaboration between the two states is clear.  

At the current dimension, Pakistan does not have the acquiring capacity to get Russian 

safeguard gear. Then again, Russia cannot give advance offices to Pakistan attributable to its 

own disintegrating economy because of US-drove endorses on Russian business people and 

state-possessed organizations. This scrape too implies that Pakistan will stay unfit to supplant 

India's position opposite Russia and, comparatively, Russia would not have the capacity to 

supplant the United States. In this way, while aspiring undertakings can be drafted and 

marked, the common sense of such emerging activities would require outsider venture or 

advance offices from international financial institutions, for example, World Bank (WB) or 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) which work under Western impact. Subsequently, the 

absence of assets can have monstrous ramifications for these undertakings and conceivably 

undermine the genuine capability of monetary relations between the two states.  

Russia‘s efforts to build ties with Taliban and Islamabad simultaneously, is a unique 

development on the geopolitical horizon of South Asia. An expanded diplomatic cooperation 

seems to be imperative between Moscow and Islamabad in order to meet the high-valued 

objective of common interest for both countries. Russia seems to be in a position to play a 

rational and useful role for the economic development and security improvement in South 

Asia, after becoming a member of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)  (Tasneem, 

Afshan, & Fatima, 2019, p. 48). Russia‘s becoming a part of the China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) offers a number of valuable options for Pakistan to gain economic benefits 

out of it through attracting Russian investment in infrastructure, chemical and mechanical 

industry, agriculture and metallurgy. Other than investment, Russia could also provide 

technological assistance to Pakistan in industrial, agricultural and defense sectors. Out of all 

the perks and privileges which Pakistan can offer to Moscow, in its quest to attract Russian 

investment, is providing access to the Warm Waters. This is what Russia has always been 
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longing for. Building up mutual trust and cooperation between the two nations is the 

fundamental requirement for intelligence-sharing to attain mutual objective of elimination of 

terrorism from the region.  

3.7: Conclusion 

Be that as it may, it can be concluded that the advantages of a nearby association are evident 

to both states. Russia has a strong resistance generation industry which can help Pakistan 

support up its resistance ability and help train Pakistani specialists, researchers, and architects 

to create resistance hardware indigenously. Then again, Pakistan's counter psychological 

oppression skill is fundamental for Russia's security advantages. While producing close 

relations, the two states are insightful of the way that there are no lasting companions or 

partners in the worldwide framework, and interests manage new relations. Anyway, for a 

commonly gainful and long-haul association, they should step in this new way cautiously and 

extend it to numerous dimensions of participation. Pakistan ought to, unhesitatingly, grasp its 

geopolitical predetermination in filling in as the spine/zipper of the rising skilled Eurasian 

collaboration because of the CPEC and must improve its relations with its local accomplices.  

As referenced before, accomplishing an ideal harmony between the two powers, the United 

States and Russia, is by all accounts an unrealistic dream. By the by, Pakistan should attempt 

to receive a deliberately adjusted outside strategy in moving towards Russia and the United 

States. Pakistan ought to gain from its past encounters and develop a remote strategy that will 

help in accomplishing a harmony between the two worldwide forces. It will, likewise, help 

quicken Pakistan's financial advancement which would importantly balance out its situation in 

the locale as a fair state endeavoring to realize harmony to an exceedingly misbalanced 

circumstance. More noteworthy, availability introduces further collaboration which Pakistan 

can possibly accomplish on the off chance that it settles on the correct decisions. 
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CHAPTER-04 

RUSSIA, UNITED STATES, AND CHINA IN SOUTH ASIAN POLITICS: 

IMPLICATIONS/OPTIONS FOR PAKISTAN 

4.1: Introduction   

Major Powers of the world have, always, caused tremendous impact on economics and 

geopolitics of South Asian Region. World powers have influenced the South Asian region in 

all fields of interest including Politics, defense, economy, culture and trade. United Nations 

Organizations‘ (UNO) all activities and aiding programs have been influenced by super 

powers in South Asia. International powers played their self-interested role in South Asia 

only out of their own vested interests, and not out of any sense of responsibility due to being 

responsible members of UNO. Great powers, under the cover of Great Power Politics, have 

always tried to accomplish their own agendas in South Asia irrespective of their international 

obligations assigned to them by UNO.   

It used to be the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) holding the title of super power 

until its disintegration in the late 1980s, wherefrom United States of America (USA) emerged 

as a sole global super power, rapidly spreading its socio-economic and diplomatic influence 

across the globe. Now-a-days, People‘s Republic of China (PRC) seems to be emerging as a 

new potential super power in the realm of global geopolitics which seems to be defying the 

global sway of United States in some parts of the world, including South Asia (Jan & Horák, 

2008). The super powers, be it USSR/Russia, in the past, or U.S.A, in the present, hold 

profound importance in the geopolitical and economic stability in the South Asian region. 

Consisting of around 1.93 billion people, nearly one third of the total global population, South 

Asia, offers the largest consumer market and immense opportunities for investment, in spite 

of the most complex and long-standing geopolitical and territorial disputes (Worldometers). 

South Asian region has been relying on the super powers for both its economic and regional 

political stability. On one hand, where the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) had 

played a very important role in maintaining the regional peace and in assisting in industrial 

and economic development in this region, on the other hand, the United States of America 

and regional super power ‗People‘s Republic of China‘ have been keeping a check on Soviet 

Union‘s increasing political and military influence in the region.  

Ever since the end of World War-II, the global powers are found to be increasingly interested 

in establishing their hegemony in the South Asian region, due to its geostrategic importance. 

On one hand, the region has gone through decades-long struggle between the super powers to 

dominate the area and to get benefit from the trade routes, human resources, and enormous 
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amount of minerals of which this region is abundant with, while on the other hand, the role 

these super powers played in the industrial and economic development of this region is 

undeniable. The two super powers, Soviet Union/Russia, and United States, have been 

contributing in the development of South Asian region in their respective periods of global 

ascendancy. India, Afghanistan and Bangladesh are those nations in this region which have 

been receiving great deal of assistance from Soviet Union in industrial, research and 

development, and military sectors. On one hand, in order to counter Soviet Union‘s rising 

influence in the region, United States has been extending valuable cooperation to Pakistan, 

India and its allied factions in Afghanistan, on the other hand, it is bound to adopt the policy 

of containment against China. In other words, there has been a competition between the super 

powers in this region which in turn helped to a great deal in establishing new infrastructure 

and reviving the old one.   

4.2: Russia’s Role in South Asian Development and Strategic Balancing 

In order to understand the important role played by the super powers in South Asia, which is 

formed by eight nation-states of Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 

Maldives and Sri Lanka, we need to review the development projects, including industry, 

infrastructure and education, launched by these super powers during the respective periods of 

their global dominance. It is, therefore, necessary to have a look at the development projects 

started by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in the South Asian countries 

during their period of global ascendancy. The infrastructure projects built by Soviets in 

Afghanistan, in the 1960s and 1970s era, played a vital role in the socio-economic 

development of this country (Paul & Dixon, 2010). Some of the most significant projects 

launched by the Soviet Union during its presence in Afghanistan, which contributed in 

elevating the standard of living of Afghan people, will be discussed as follows:   

Firstly, Salang Tunnel (Paul & Dixon, 2010) project is of immense importance. This project 

has facilitated the Afghans. The 2.6 kilometers long tunnel, with an altitude of 3400 meters 

above sea level, was built by Moscow in the 1960s, connecting Kabul to the Northern part of 

Afghanistan. It cuts short the time for thousands of vehicles, each day, to travel from Kabul to 

Northern areas. Secondly, Mikrorayon was another fabulous project of Soviet Union started 

in Afghanistan. First phase of these multistory residential towers was built during 1960s and 

the second in 1980s, by the Soviets. It does not provide accommodation only to the well-off 

and educated middle class in Kabul but offers housing to the working class too. These 

buildings look quite similar to the residential apartments in Russia. This edifice is quite 

helpful in improving the living standard of the Afghan people. Thirdly, Kabul Polytechnic 

University (Paul & Dixon, 2010) is another landmark project by the Soviets. This institution 

was a gift from the Soviet Union to the Afghan people. The University, which has a capacity 
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of slightly more than 1500 students, offering faculties in chemical technology, geology, 

electronics and more, was established in 1963. The Afghan students were provided with a 

great opportunity to learn from and work with the Russian faculty members who were 

educated from esteemed Russian Polytechnic institutes. This University was another 

remarkable benefit which a South Asian country attained from the super power. Fourthly, 

Afghanistan-Uzbekistan Friendship Bridge was a mega project by the Soviets. This bridge 

was built in the early 1980s and serves as the sole transport means, both for rail and road, 

connecting Afghanistan to Uzbekistan. Although, built for the purpose of maintaining 

unhinged supply of reinforcement and ammunition to the USSR army in Afghanistan, this 

bridge is now-a-days serving a substantial benefit for Afghan people in their activities 

regarding trade and travel to the neighboring Central Asian country, embodying the 

importance of super power for a South Asian country.  Fifthly, Band-e-Sardeh Dam is a very 

remarkable venture for the agricultural purposes. This remarkable benefit this South Asian 

country ―Afghanistan‖ achieved from the super power is the dam which is situated in the 

Ghazni province of Afghanistan, irrigating 13000 hectares of agricultural land. This feat was 

made possible with Soviet technical assistance in 1960s, capable of storing 259 million cubic 

meters of water. In addition to this dam, an airport was also built near the dam. Even after the 

collapse of Soviet Union, this South Asian country ―Afghanistan‖ is still being offered 

cooperation from Moscow and several delegations of businessmen and investors have been 

visiting Afghanistan since 1917.  

The ongoing race for power and control over South Asia has been proven helpful in the 

development of South Asian region in a number of ways. Bangladesh, another country in the 

South Asian region, was bestowed with valuable assistance from Soviet Union in its efforts to 

upgrade the infrastructure after its independence in 1971 as an outcome of Soviet Union‘s 

aspiration to increase its influence in this region. After the dissolution of Soviet Union, 

Moscow still continued to foster friendly relations in the countries in this region, including 

Bangladesh. Bangladesh successfully made a potentially game changing deal with Moscow in 

2013 for the 2400 Mega Watt Roop Pur nuclear power plant (Researchgate). Bangladesh is 

getting both financial and technical support from Russia to accomplish this project.   

According to the experts, the first unit of this plant would possibly be operational by 2022. 

One fifth of the total electricity is produced by two power plants built with Soviet assistance 

in the 1970s. Bangladesh‘s great achievement in building fifteen Oil and gas wells was made 

possible with the help of Russia. Bangladesh has also received considerable assistance from 

Russia in telecommunication sector. The largest telecom outlet of Bangladesh, Bangla Link‘s, 

51.9 percent shares, are owned by a Russian company, Vimpel.Com. During, Bangladesh‘s 

war of independence in 1971, Soviet Russia extended its military and diplomatic cooperation 
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to India, the liberator and savior of Bangladesh, and right after its independence, Bangladesh 

was acknowledged as a sovereign state by the super power ―Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics,‖ against U.S.-Pakistan alliance. 

Out of all SAARC countries, India is the nation which could be presented as an example to 

comprehend the need of super powers for South Asian region. India successfully defended its 

sovereignty and national integrity with the military and diplomatic assistance of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) during Cold War (Bakshi, 2006). In 1960s and 1970s, 

United States of America was rendering a considerable military and economic cooperation to 

Pakistan and, in fact, United States did threat India of military intervention during the 1971 

war, which could have quite devastating effects on the regional peace, and political and 

economic stability. This is where Soviet Union jumped in to save the day and Bangladesh 

came into being. Had it not been the super power‘s intervention at that moment, the whole 

region could have plunged into decades-long regional and civil wars and total chaos. The 

strong military, diplomatic and economic relations between India and the Soviet Union also 

maintained the strategic counterbalance against the Chinese expansionism and after the 

disintegration of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; this bilateral cooperation was held-

up by Russia. Moscow extended its cooperation towards the South Asian countries, 

especially, India, to counter the after effects of Afghan war and the overall deteriorating 

geopolitical situation thereof.      

The origin of global powers‘ geopolitical interests in South Asia can be traced back to the late 

1940s, especially after the partition of the Indian Sub-Continent on 14th August 1947. At 

present, this region has become a strategic battlefront among China, Russia, United States and 

India scuffling to take control of it. According to some experts, minus the role of super 

powers, the region could become a war-zone between the regional powers, India and China, 

to take control of the South Asian region (Hilali, 2006). Same could be opined about Soviet 

Union or later ―Russia‖, playing an important role in keeping the regional nuclear capable 

nations from engaging in a full-scale war. Washington‘s grip is weakening on this region as a 

result of its involvement in the North Korea and Iran imbraglio, which in turn is favoring 

China in carrying out its imperialistic agenda in a much more aggressive way, using its proxy 

―Pakistan‖ and the Islamic fanatics to make India spend most of its resources on crushing the 

insurgency and thwarting the cross-border infiltration from Pakistani controlled Kashmir 

region. To cover this gap left by US, Russia seems to be flexing its muscles to play a greater 

role in South Asia.  

It is being anticipated by some global geopolitical experts that Russia‘s come back in the 

South Asian region could initiate an alliance between India, Russia, Bangladesh and some 

Afghan factions which, in turn, underpin a geopolitical and strategic balance between China 
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and the United States. The former super power ―Russia‖ is now gaining momentum but in a 

very cautious way. In the course of time, the political, military and diplomatic influence of 

Russia is increasing in various parts of the globe. The recent endorsement of India‘s political 

stand on Kashmir dispute, particularly in the wake of abrogation of Article 370, is being 

considered as the demonstration of Russia‘s come back in the South Asian region. After 

reviewing closely, the steps Russia is taking in South Asia, particularly, its increasing 

diplomatic and military initiatives with India and political and economic policies for 

Afghanistan and Bangladesh, one comes to the conclusion that Moscow is gradually heading 

towards achieving the position of a decisive and dominant player, with enough political, 

military and strategic power to deter rapidly rising Chinese expansionist endeavors and to 

counter the interference of United States in this region, simultaneously.  

These moves from a country like Russia, who still holds the potential to challenge both US 

and China respectively, could help India in establishing its hegemony in this region which in 

turn would help in bringing stability and sustainable development (Hilali, 2006, p. 86) United 

States‘ involvement in this region is seldom welcome by majority of South Asian countries as 

U.S. does not have any territorial connection to this region. However, on the other hand, 

Russia is potentially the best candidate out of all global powers due to its deep strategic and 

defense ties with China, India, Bangladesh and several other Asian and South Asian countries 

and also for being a super power in the past. The last two decades have seen a sharp 

inclination in Chinese expansionism in the Asian continent and the South Asian region took 

the brunt of this changing geopolitical situation. With respect to the question ―Why does 

South Asia need super powers‖ the ongoing US-China Cold-War offers a great opportunity to 

delve deep into this matter.  

With the rising influence of China in the South Asian region, especially with the collaboration 

of its stooge, ―Pakistan‖, put in jeopardy the territorial and geopolitical security and stability. 

This rising threat from the Chinese Communist regime was countered by United States‘ 

involvement, which in turn proved to be quite helpful in deterring the annexation of weaker 

South Asian countries by the Dragon. The smaller nations in the South Asian region seem to 

be able to maintain their sovereignty due to the interference of the current super power, 

United States of America, against the unhinged Chinese expansionism. The regional country 

i.e. Afghanistan has been provided with economic, diplomatic and military assistance from 

the United States to help it rebuild its economy and protect its territorial integrity. However, 

the United States‘ intervention in this region engaged both China and United States in a new 

Cold War. After winning the Presidential seat, the current President of United States, Donald 

Trump vowed to withdraw or at least bring about a significant decrease in the US military 

presence in Afghanistan (Timur, 2020) This new development in United States‘ foreign 
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policy for South Asia raised concerns for its allied Afghan government and India, as the 

presence of super power in this region has helped to great extent in stabilizing the regional 

security.  

In the wake of China-US Cold War and the United States‘ efforts to withdraw its military 

from Afghanistan, the former super power ―Russia‖ seems to be amplifying its economic and 

diplomatic activities, probably to fill the gap after US military withdrawal from the region. 

Under Putin‘s Presidency, Russia has been boosting its diplomatic and strategic sway in the 

South Asian regional politics, cautiously. On the other hand, both China and India seem to be 

determined in taking the South Asian region under their own influence. Moscow, in recent 

years, has ramped up its efforts to establish its diplomatic links with all Afghan factions, 

including Taliban and all the regional stakeholders including Iran, India and China. By doing 

so, Moscow is actually playing its undeniable role in maintaining the regional strategic 

balance, and mitigating the chances of a direct military conflict between India and China after 

United States‘ military withdrawal.  

Moscow is also trying to keep Pakistan from becoming a subordinate state to China because 

of its increasing overdependence on Beijing. Since India and China are the two regional 

giants trying to claim their respective dominance over the South Asian region, which 

eventually end up in an all-out war between the two, the role of super powers, be it United 

States or Russian Federation ―the former super power‖, still holding enormous military and 

diplomatic sway, across the globe, in maintaining peace and stability in the region and 

establishing a virtual buffer zone between the rival countries in the region, cannot be over 

looked. While China is trying to destabilize India by extending its support to Pakistan‘s 

Kashmir cause, United States is playing a vital role in maintaining the peace in this region by 

rendering its support to New Delhi on the issue of Kashmir (Philip, 2002). The recent massive 

defense and strategic contracts signed between India and United States are considered by 

many experts as a part of Trump Administration‘s efforts to mend for destabilizing the South 

Asian region by having created the ultimate troublemakers in this region, Pakistan, China and 

Islamic Jihadi outfits. In spite of all these efforts from Unite States, the situation seems to be 

getting out of hands and desperately calls for the intervention of Russia, who is already on 

move, though, in a very careful manner. Most of South Asian countries, from Afghanistan to 

Bangladesh, are looking towards Moscow as a savior.  

4.3: United States’ Hegemonic Role in South Asian Politics   

After the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Moscow could not hold its position as a super 

power for long, and United States of America started emerging out of this chaos as the sole 

super power. In order to establish its hegemony in South Asia, Washington started pumping 
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huge amount of resources in various geostrategic projects in the region and also launched 

USAID (United States Agency for International Development) initiative in Afghanistan and 

other underdeveloped and developing countries of South Asia. After taking control of larger 

portion of Afghan territory, a number of projects were initiated by the US government to help 

rebuild the country. In order to provide infrastructure, USAID (United States Agency for 

International Development) launched various initiatives to provide electricity, clean water, 

building new roads and repairing the old ones (Conor, 2016, p. 2). Substantial spending was 

made in health and education sectors.   

DABS dam (Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat), with more than 300 Megawatts capacity, and 

Afghanistan National Power Grid are built with the technical and financial assistance of the 

United States (Shah, Sabory, Senjyu, Ahmad, Ludin, & Yona, 2017). USAID also constructed 

the Afghanistan Ring Road in addition to more than 2,000 kilometers length of roads. Over 

two million Afghans are provided with the facility of clean water since 2008. Other utility 

projects like, North East Power System (NEPS) and South East Power System (SEPS) are 

also being completed by USAID. The construction of hundreds of kilometers long 

transmission line, from Ghazni to Kandhar, with approximately 220 Kilowatts capacity is 

under construction. More than 1.5 million Afghan citizens were provided facilities of 

improved sanitation with the help of USAID (Shah, Sabory, Senjyu, Ahmad, Ludin, & Yona, 

2017). Hundreds of buildings are being constructed across Afghanistan by USAID, for 

hospitals, schools, universities, residence and government offices according to the 

international standards. United States has also provided substantial financial support to build 

the Afghan national army, which would play an important role in maintaining peace in the 

region after US forces‘ withdrawal. 

United States‘ presence in South Asia has also been helpful in stabilizing the region‘s 

geostrategic situation, especially during 1970s and 1980s, when the whole region was 

threatened by Soviet military presence in Afghanistan. In spite of having close geostrategic 

and military ties with Moscow, New Delhi was not very much in favor of Russian Socialist 

system and was more inclined towards Western Capitalist economic system, and politically 

preferred Democracy instead of Communism, considering it as a way to sustainable economic 

growth and a means to obtain access to the global market (Mohammad, 2017). China was 

another country who was not very much in favor of the rising influence of Soviet Russia in 

the South Asian region since it was already on Beijing‘s agenda to use the geostrategic 

condition of this area in its favor which it is currently carrying out in form of CPEC project 

which is actually a part of much bigger Chinese enterprise of One Belt One Road (OBOR) 

initiative.  
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Rest of the South Asian countries were not directly bearing the brunt of Soviet military 

interference in Afghanistan, thus, they decided to observe the situation to see if they could 

avail themselves of any opportunity emerging from this crisis, directly or indirectly. Moscow, 

as a super power, played a pivotal role in bringing peace in the South Asian region through 

consistent military and technological assistance to India in its quest to form deterrence against 

the Chinese expansionism and the constant threats from its proxy ―Pakistan.‖ Although there 

has not been an all-out war between the China and India, their relations as neighbors are 

strained with three small military conflicts, which however, remained confined to particular 

areas on Indo-China border. The Sino-Indian War of 1962, the Chola incident in 1967, and 

skirmish between the border security forces of the two countries which took place in 1987 

resulted in building heavy military infrastructure along the disputed border areas (Hilali, 

2006, p. 98). 

On the other hand, there have already happened three wars between India and Pakistan, first 

in 1948, the second in 1965 and third in 1971. Soviet Russia, during these unstable and 

unpredictable times came to India‘s assistance and helped upgrade Indian army as well as 

extended technical assistance to India in establishing its nuclear power plants and build 

nuclear arsenal. By doing so, Russia gifted South Asia deterrence, in form of nuclear bomb 

that minimized the risk of an all-out war or a series of wars occurring in the troubled South 

Asian region, particularly, between India-Pakistan-China (Hilali, 2006, p. 77). It is also 

opined by some experts that near to three months long Kargil confrontation, between India 

and Pakistan in 1999, did not turn into a full-scale war because both India and Pakistan were 

equipped with nuclear arsenal. Exactly the way in which Soviet Russia played its role in 

minimizing the danger of catastrophic military conflicts in South Asia, United States played 

its role in hampering Soviet Union‘s advances in this region and keeping a check on Chinese 

rising military and geostrategic hegemony (Hilali, 2006). 

After the end of World War-II in 1945, South Asia started getting United States‘ attention on 

a scale it has never been observed in the past. Washington had successfully been promoting 

the neoliberal ideas in various parts of the world and with its massive strategic influence in a 

number of Asian countries; the U.S. hegemony started getting momentum in the continent.  In 

the wake of massive U.S. military presence in Afghanistan and the adverse effects of the 

―War on Terror‖(WOT) in South Asia, leading the region to an economic and geopolitical 

crisis, there has been an upward trend in anti-U.S. sentiments in the masses and not a single 

SAARC member nation viewed American presence of any significant help to maintain 

geopolitical and economic stability in the region, let alone China who is a direct competitor to 

the United states and whose expansionist plans to take over South Asia are being jeopardized 

due to U.S. presence in the region (Myra, Routledge, p. 364).  
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During last three to four decades, South Asia has been going through great turmoil due to the 

War on Terror and also the rising tensions between the key players, ―India-China-Pakistan‖ in 

the region, owing to the territorial disputes, yet, this region has been a place of attraction for 

the regional as well as global powers due to its particular geostrategic importance and vast 

consumer market. The region has been subjected to decades-long proxy wars between the 

super powers including the Afghan-Soviet war started from December 1979 to February 

1989. It is said that the American involvement in Afghan-Soviet war was not merely based on 

blocking the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) from reaching the Warm-Waters 

but it was actually a part of much longer future plan of establishing American dominance in 

the region. However, the region was deserted by the United States after the dissolution of the 

Soviet empire, yet, America launched a massive military offence on Afghanistan in the wake 

of the 9/11 incident in 2001 which was perpetrated by the very terrorist outfits founded by 

United States itself. This incident brought about a dramatic change in the trajectory of 

American foreign policy towards South Asia (Myra, Routledge, p. 30). 

U.S. Think Tanks and policymakers declared South Asia as the most important region in the 

world in terms of maintaining peace and security in the world and protecting U.S. interests 

not only in South Asia but as far as Middle East, Far East and mainland United States is 

concerned.  Pakistan‘s joining of the U.S.-led alliance in the War-on-Terror is a telling 

example of American sway over this region, as Pakistan was not willing to be a part of this 

war but due to immense U.S. pressure and offer of military aid pulled Pakistan towards this 

Anti-terror alliance. United States projected its military might in Afghanistan through intense 

air raids and Pakistan being the frontline ally of the U.S. and sharing hundreds of Kilometers 

long border with Afghanistan was providing the logistic facilities to the United States and 

allied NATO army (Hilali, 2006, p. 77). Although India did not join U.S. alliance for War-on-

Terror, the Indian officials were reviewing the developments in the region to make a final 

decision on this matter.  

Historically, India has been far more inclined towards Soviet Russia than it has ever been 

towards United States, yet, it did not look a favorable option for India to remain indifferent 

during the emerging geopolitical scenario in its neighboring countries like Pakistan and 

Afghanistan. An important fact needs to be noted that despite India‘s close military, economic 

and strategic relations with Soviet Union, India has never been subject to an aggressive 

diplomatic or economic action by United States. Instead, Washington has extended its 

diplomatic cooperation to India on a number of situations where India was in extreme need of 

support from the West.  

United States‘ influence in the South Asian region has been existed in one or the other way 

since the end of World War-II. U.S. endorsed Indian point of view on international forums 
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over India-China military confrontation in 1962 (Hilali, 2006, p. 77). Indian officials were 

very well aware of United States‘ importance on global sphere as well as its impacts on South 

Asia. It was, therefore, that Indian lobbies have been engaged in trying to persuade the U.S. 

senators to favor New Delhi on various global and local issues. Due to this, India was being 

advocated by some liberal scholars and intellectuals associated with the Democrats, on 

various forums in America in the 1960s. In most of the cases India was getting its support and 

praise from the West on the basis of being the largest democracy in the world as well as in 

South Asia and also the most influential one in Asia (Shireen, 2018). 

With regard to increase its ascendancy in South Asia, America tilted a bit more towards India 

and made the ―Next Step in Strategic Partnership (NSSP)‖ pact, in 2004. Barely two years 

after this considerable step, United States singed a Civil-Nuclear deal with India in 2006, 

which paved the way for United States to spread its spell further in the region (Mehmood, 

2017). United States‘ signing these significantly important strategic, economic and military 

deals with India regardless from the reservations and opposition of its frontline ally, Pakistan, 

who clearly demonstrated that Washington was more interested in dominance in South Asia 

than eliminating the Islamic terrorism.  During the Presidency of Bill Clinton, Washington 

was increasingly tilting towards India, although United States and Pakistan remained close 

allies since the 1990s. There are multifarious reasons for this critical shift in the U.S. policy 

for South Asia, which could be found in United States‘ decades-old policy to increase its 

sway in this region.  

 In an effort to deter Beijing‘s rapidly growing strategic and economics influence and its 

ambitions for territorial expansion, Washington had to make alliance with a South Asian 

nation which is strong enough to handle Chinese antagonism, and diplomatic as well as 

military pressure. India is viewed by America as a huge market for its industrial products, 

including both civilian and military, and the fast-pace economic growth and over a billion of 

population, are also the factors in the eyes of U.S. for choosing India as its ally (F & 

Kronstadt, 2007). Another reason for U.S. leaning towards India is its Western democratic 

values which remove the obstacles of any ideological differences. Owing to massive support 

for the Taliban and other Islamic militant outfits by Pakistan, both on public and government 

level, United States administration was not willing to trust on Pakistani intelligence agencies 

and government officials. While on the other hand, overwhelming general opinion in Pakistan 

and all the pillars of establishment held suspicions over U.S. army‘s presence in the region. 

On account of this mutual distrust, Washington tends to lean towards New Delhi for its 

regional dominance in South Asia. 

United States‘ military presence and strategic relations with Afghanistan government are, 

increasingly, being viewed as an obstacle to the economic development and geopolitical 
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stability in the region, not only by the regional governments but also by the general 

population as well. After, almost, two decades long military operation and spending hundreds 

of billions of dollars and massive collateral damage in Afghanistan, U.S. still seems to be 

failing in achieving its alleged goals of eliminating the terrorist outfits, bringing political 

stability, nourishing liberal and democratic values among the people of Afghanistan. Due to 

the failure in achieving these objects, United States‘ image as a liberator is fading away 

rapidly and it is being perceived as a hegemon and intruder than anything positive. In spite of 

massive economic development, largest military in the world, and immense diplomatic, 

economic and geostrategic influence in Asia, China has, yet, not outshined the United States 

in the race to dominating South Asia (Venu, 2002, p. 5). America is still maintaining its 

hegemony over this region and it still holds the title of largest seller of defense related 

equipment in this region.  

In order to exploit India‘s geopolitical and geostrategic dominance in the South Asian region 

in United States‘ own favor during its military presence in Afghanistan and even after the 

withdrawal, Washington has brought about a dramatic change in its foreign policy towards 

South Asia, especially towards India. American Think Tanks are suggesting to the Trump 

Administration to establish close economic, geostrategic and military ties with India and 

support the idea of helping India to become a global player to counter rising Chinese 

influence in the region. However, Washington‘s grand plan to maintain its hegemony in the 

region can be traced back to the year 2000, when a joint U.S.-India counterterrorism group 

was established. Since U.S. considers India as the only country in the region which could 

counter the Chinese hegemony and help U.S. prolong its own dominance in the region, it has 

shown keen interest in building extended trade partnership with India.  

The experts on geostrategic studies are viewing these increasing relations between New Delhi 

and Washington as a part of Washington‘s bid to use India as its proxy to prolong its sway in 

the region. The bilateral trade between the two countries, India and the United States of 

America, went through a massive 12.6 % increase in 2018, with its total volume reaching to 

$142 billion (State, 2019). Over the years, the notion of U.S. attack on Afghanistan actually 

being the part of its plan to build its hegemony in the region is becoming more and more 

popular among the regional elites and the masses alike. It has become a prevalent general 

opinion that United States‘ effort to oust Soviet Union from Afghanistan was also a part of its 

greater and long term plan to take control over the South Asian region and exploit the mineral 

resources and geostrategic features in its national interest. After taking control of the country 

through its allied tribal warlords and later its attack on Afghanistan, on the pretext to 

eliminate the terrorist hideouts, was also a part of its plan to directly take over Afghanistan 

and establish its hegemony in the South Asian region. As the current U.S. administration, 
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under the Presidency of Donald Trump, is more inclined towards withdrawal from 

Afghanistan, it could be this reason that U.S. wants to enable India to carry out its agenda and 

help Washington in maintaining its ascendancy in the region.  

The dramatic upsurge in the bilateral relations between the two nations, which, in past were 

oceans apart in terms of their foreign policy and preference of allied countries, and their joint 

operations on various significant global platforms including the United Nations Organization 

(UNO), Group-20 (G-20), Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) regional forum, 

International Monetary Fund (IMF),  World Bank (WB), and World Trade Organization 

(WTO) give a clear cut hint regarding U.S. intentions to use India‘s dominating geopolitical 

and geostrategic position in its own favor in South Asia. Likewise, majority of elites and 

general public in Pakistan, like any other South Asian nation, view U.S. support to the secular 

and democratic governments in Pakistan as a part of its plan to increase its influence in South 

Asia (Javaid & Rameesha, 2016). Some government officials and local scholars go as far as 

calling U.S. War-on-Terror a mere puppet show, wherein Al-Qaida, Taliban and other 

terrorist organizations are America‘s own proxies, established by Pentagon to make an excuse 

to prolong its military presence in the South Asian region.  

4.4: China’s Role in South Asian Development and Strategic Balancing 

Sharing its borders with most of the South Asian countries, China does have profound impact 

on this region in the economic, social and geopolitical sphere, though it is not situated in the 

geographic bounds of South Asia. There is not a single South Asian nation which is not linked 

to China in some way, be it trade, economy, military, geostrategic or geopolitics. Chinese 

influence in this region is up to the extent that it has huge volume of bilateral trade with India 

despite decades-long intense border disputes and a series of military confrontations (Paul T. 

V., 2019). A number of South Asian countries share their borders with Communist China, 

including Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal and Bhutan which paves the way for China to 

impact this region and intervene in the regional geostrategic and geopolitical matters. South 

Asia is taking the brunt of China‘s vehement expansionist policy just like the countries 

situated in South China Sea. China‘s apparent and conceivable strategy regarding South Asian 

region seems to be revolving around increasing its influence in the region through the trade, 

economic and military relations with the regional nations and thereby increasing its influence 

to such a level to become the main dominant power of the region. The valuable mineral 

resources, massive consumer market and direct access to the Sea routes involving the least 

natural and strategic risks to access the international oceans for trade and economic activities 

are the apparent motives behind Chinese growing interest in this region.  
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During the last two decades the general opinion is increasingly leaning in favor of growing 

Chinese role in this region, especially, in Pakistan and some political and social factions in 

India, including All India Trinamool Congress (AITC), Communist Party of India (CPI), and 

Communist Party of India Marxist (CPIM). Majority of liberal and secular Indian circles are 

also leaning towards Chinese Communist-styled governing system. The origin of these pro-

China sentiments can be traced in the dramatic economic growth made by Peoples Republic 

of China (PRC) during the last three decades. Some experts believe that it is China and China 

only which is capable of utilizing the geostrategic benefits of this region in combination of 

massive human resources and mineral resources in the most beneficial and fruitful way which 

would, eventually, play a vital role in the economic development of this region.  

The economic reforms made by Chinese establishment, particularly during the last three 

decades, have significantly impacted its economy, and its effects are being noticed all across 

South Asia. The scale of Chinese economic and industrial development and the pace of its 

achieving this economic pinnacle are not, merely, transforming China but its signatures can 

be found in the economic and commerce domains across the South Asia.  The Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) launched by China back in 2013, holds the potential to play the role of a 

bridge between South Asian nations linking them with one another in deep, profound, 

beneficial and sustainable economic and trade relations, eventually, bringing long lasting 

peace, harmony and stability in the region. The geographical significance of South Asia is of 

the core value for China, and, in order to avail the benefits of it, Beijing has planned to extend 

its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) all across the South Asian countries (Paul T. V., 2019, p. 

52). A large scale geopolitical turmoil or a territorial dispute or any sort of economic 

instability in this region conflicts to Beijing‘s interests. To exploit the geostrategic benefits of 

this region and to scoop-out the advantages of one of the fastest growing markets in the 

world, political and economic stability in this region is imperative and is in best interest of 

China.  

The Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is being projected by Beijing of holding the same 

level of importance for all the countries in South Asia as China Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) holds importance for Pakistan. The Chinese government has been portraying this 

project as a game changer for trade and economic development of the region. As claimed by 

Chinese establishment, the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIMEC) 

is going to perform as the backbone of future economic and trade growth for these countries 

hosting this corridor (Arifur, Murad, Ahmad, & Wang, 2020). 

The prospects of China becoming a key player in the economic and industrial development of 

South Asia are considerably high. The interrelated industrial and economic features between 

China and South Asia seem to be laying the foundation for this. The industrial sector in South 
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Asia is fostering due to the cheap raw material and machinery available in Chinese market on 

competitive prices. China is keen to assist South Asian economies in boosting their industrial 

sectors and there is definitely an enormous space for investment in this sector.  The rate of 

industrial growth in South Asia, except India where the industrial growth is on a satisfactory 

momentum, was considered to be quite far from what it should have been according to the 

World Bank‘s Competitive Industrial Performance Index (CIP) statistics, accumulated from 

the date consisting of a period from 1992 to 2012. 

Figure-4.1: CIP Index, 1992-2012 

 

Researcher‘s Own Description 

In the above graph, it can clearly be seen that India is on the top of rest of all the South Asian 

nations in terms of industrial growth, whereas, the industrial growth of China in the same 

graph seems to be extraordinary as compared to entire South Asian region. South Asian 

countries can obtain great deal of technical assistance from China in terms of manufacturing 

industry as China is going through the problem of excessive manufacturing capacity. This 

overcapacity of Chinese industry can be made use of to stimulate slow-paced South Asian 

industry. Beijing seems to have plans to shift some excess portion of its industry to South 

Asia through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to elevate the industrial growth in South Asia. 

We can take Pakistan as a lucid example who has benefited from Chinese investment 

accumulating to 20.9 percent of Pakistan‘s total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the 

financial year 2016-17 (Tribune, 2017). 

https://www.unido.org/data1/Statistics/Research/cip.html
https://tcdata360.worldbank.org/indicators/h27e52df8?country=PAK&indicator=3787&countries=IND,BGD,LKA,BTN,CHN,NPL&viz=line_chart&years=1990,2014


(Page 96 of 180) 
 

It is being estimated by International Labor Organization (ILO) that the China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) will create near to one million jobs in Pakistan during the next 

few years. The projects, which are initiated by China in the South Asian region, provide 

visible benefits to the region unlike the huge investment pumped in by United States in the 

form of monetary aid and several infrastructural projects which are highly politicized. There 

have been several projects which gained a lot of lime light but never saw accomplishment, 

including the New Silk Road Initiative in 2011, which was initiated to boost up the economic 

and political activities in the region. All other initiatives, which were basically taken to tie in 

Central Asian countries in strong economic relations with South Asia, could not be fulfilled. 

China‘s ability to invest in South Asia is undisputable due to its excessive industrial volume 

and unparalleled logistic support its infrastructure and industrial set up offers and it can 

become the largest actor in regional politics and commerce. 

The South Asian nations hold several justifiable and reasonable reservations regarding 

China‘s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) which China has to deal with in order to win the 

confidence of these countries. The key reservations are regarding investment transparency 

and the social and environmental consequences related to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

projects. All these concerns can be addressed by either forming a joint commission with 

South Asian governments or China can work on the policy of levying strict regulations to 

mitigate the concerns raised by the regional countries to play a pivotal role in the economic 

development and geopolitical stability in the region.  

Over the years, China has been making rapid progress in the domains of industry, economics, 

trade, technology, and it has achieved the level of total independence in the defense sector. In 

recent years, China has started reflexing its military muscles in several parts of the world 

including South China Sea (SCS) and in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). It seems that China 

is gradually moving towards the level of might where it would be able to replace more than 

half century long U.S. dominance in South Asia (Kassim, 2019). The rising tensions between 

China and United States, and, India‘s increasingly U.S-tilted foreign policy, are going to 

determine the fate of this continent.  

In 2018, an Asia Pacific trade deal was signed by eleven nations which was supposed to be 

working as a counterweight to the rising Chinese economic, geostrategic and geopolitical 

preeminence in the region. Initially, U.S. was going to be a part of this treaty but for some 

reasons the Trump administration withdrew from the pact. The pact, however, was signed and 

moved forward in the absence of United States which is being perceived by some experts as 

the first step in the slow but potentially inevitable metamorphosis of Asia from American 

ascendency to either becoming a self-sustained region, or in other case, coming under Chinese 
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dominance. Despite dramatic growth in Chinese economic and military power in the South 

Asian region, United States outshines China in terms of military power.  

In its endeavor to overshadow the U.S. military in this region and alluring age-old U.S. allies 

in the region towards Beijing, the Chinese Communist establishment has started wielding its 

military power and offering huge economic benefits including huge sums of loan for 

infrastructure development. Majority of South Asian countries prefer China to trade with and 

buy low cost readily available Chinese agricultural and industrial equipment over that of 

American made. The total volume of bilateral trade between India and China is touching the 

$100 billion mark and this shift in the economic and trade sphere in South Asia is 

significantly helping China to further boost its economic growth which already beats that of 

United States (Times, 2019). Beijing is playing the stick and carrot policy with the South 

Asian countries and it is a general perception across the Asian continent that China is willing 

to invest in the countries which align with its regional and global interests and the nations 

who stand against Chinese expansionist policies and display unethical gesture in geopolitics 

will face retaliation. Regardless of this upper hand in trade and economics in South Asia, 

China is yet far from getting into a position to outdo the Unites States in terms of arms sales 

in this region.  

Owing to their rely on American military equipment since last many decades, a deep and 

strong relation has been developed between the South Asian countries and United States in 

the realms of military and geopolitics.  Both China and America are utilizing their arms 

exports to the South Asian countries in their bid to bolster the military relations with the 

major partners in the region and outpace each other in this domain. In recent years, China has 

become the leading supplier of ordnance to Pakistan, Bangladesh and Myanmar as reported 

by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), Stockholm, Sweden. Due to 

China‘s growing close ties with Pakistan, the sale of U.S. military equipment and ammunition 

has seen a decline by seventy six percent (76%) till 2017, and this gap is being filled by 

Chinese arms supplies. On the other hand, following the China-Vietnam dispute over South 

China Sea, a sharp increase in Vietnam-U.S. military relations is being observed.  

Most of the countries in South Asia are facing a dilemma of not being in a position to choose 

between the two global giants, United States and China. In other words, there is a Cold War 

like situation between United States and China, and South Asia is the battleground, but unlike 

Cold War era Europe, these South Asian nations are not clearly aligned either with China or 

United States, rather, they are following the policy of dual-face diplomacy through which 

they want to draw maximum economic and military benefits from both the rivaling powers. 

As an example, Pakistan can be taken as to explain this dilemma, who, on one hand has 

always been an ally to the United States since its independence but also enjoying plenty of 
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economic, diplomatic, strategic and military advantages from Peoples Republic of China. 

Same could be said about India, who is on the path to a rapid acceleration on the bilateral 

trade and economic relations with Beijing, despite several military confrontations with China, 

and signing military agreements with United States to counter China in the South Asian 

region, simultaneously. India is also a member of world‘s most powerful and resourceful anti-

Chinese alliance known as ―the Quad,‖ consisting of Unites States, India and Australia 

(Rohan, 2019). 

China is also building deep military ties with Sri Lanka and increasing its influence within 

this South Asian nation through investment in various sectors, and, above all, offering loan 

which, by the way, is viewed as a ―Debt Trap‖ by many global geopolitical experts. 

4.5: Russia: An Alternative Partner for Pakistan  

Russia has been trying to make its place in the global geopolitics after the fall of Soviet 

empire. A variety of suggestions and recommendations were made by the Russian Think 

Tanks and intellectuals regarding the future course of conduct that could help Russia in 

gaining prominence in international politics. Three policy features, in addition to various 

others, attained the attention of Russian establishment with regard to the revival of Russia as a 

global player:  

i) Pro-Nationalist Rhetoric: (Thompson, 2019, p. 351) The idea of building Russian image 

in the world totally and strictly based on the nationalist norms with no room to 

compromise in any situation (Thompson, 2019). 

ii) Pro-Western Liberal Stance: The core of this notion is based on parting from the rigid 

nationalistic and ideological stance and accepting the new realities of changing global 

political atmosphere. It emphasizes to discard the existing anti-West approach, which 

has always been a dominant part of the Russian foreign policy, and favors to embark on 

a renewed relationship with the West based on mutual peace and harmony.   

iii) Realistic Nationalistic Approach: This approach proposes to take balanced and prudent 

steps towards fostering peace and harmony, without putting the basic norms of 

nationalism in jeopardy.  

For a couple of reasons, Pakistan chose to stand on the U.S. side, after its independence in 

1947.  This step taken by the Pakistan is considered to be a strategic blunder by a number of 

experts and scholars. This mistake made by Islamabad deprived it of building friendly 

relations with the Soviet Union, the super power. Both Pakistan and Russia had various 

opportunities to review and amend their foreign policies towards each other to mend for the 

past mistakes and lay the foundation of mutual strategic relations based on common grounds. 

Unfortunately, no breakthrough was made by both the nations in spite of copious fields of 
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mutual cooperation at their disposal. Since late 1950‘s, the relations between the West and 

Pakistan have gone through many good and bad times, specifically, Pakistan and U.S. 

bilateral ties. Pakistan has been failing in obtaining U.S. trust even after extending all its help 

and cooperation to United States, for decades, to protect its strategic interests in this region.  

Owing to the lack of trust between the Washington and Islamabad, the bilateral relations 

between the two countries always remain in perils. Pakistan‘s failure in achieving its goals in 

the fields of economy, security and geopolitics is blamed on this mutual mistrust. Pakistan 

should have chosen a balanced approach in its decision to be an ally with either Soviet Union 

or the United States, instead, it went for a radical one, choosing United States and standing 

totally against Soviet Union. Pakistan should follow along the changing global and regional 

geopolitical circumstances and revive its foreign policy aligning with its socio-economic 

interests.  

For the sake of public welfare and to bring peace and prosperity to their countries, both, 

Pakistan and Russia need to work together. A mere glance at the Soviet history tells us that 

the expansionism is an integral part of Russian socio-political norms. Russian empire started 

invading Afghanistan by the end of 19
th
 century most probably in its venture to have access to 

the Warm Waters of Indian Ocean (Sadat, 2020). In the Post-Cold War era of Russia, the 

Russian liberal and pro-Western circles support the idea of disarmament policy while the 

hardliner nationalists promote and endorse the totally opposite notion of reinstating their lost 

national esteem and glory, which, according to their point of view, can be revived through 

staunchly following the Marxist-Leninist ideology. These elements of the Russian society 

prefer their national pride over their economic position on international level.  

The key objectives of the Russian foreign policy could be categorized in the following three 

conspicuous factors:  

iv) Regaining the National Identity of Russia.  

v) Economic Revival.   

vi) Beefing up Security (Julia & Rumer, 2019) 

Russia is pursuing three main foreign policy objectives since Vladimir Putin became the 

Russian Premiere. These are enlisted below: 

vii) To amplify Russian state power and increase its political influence.   

viii) To boost up economic growth and restructure the Russian economy.  

ix) To reinstate Russia‘s dominance in the global geopolitics.  

A profound study of the aforementioned objectives of Russian foreign policy unveils that they 

do not have close links to one another, yet, they do affect one another in certain ways. 
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Russia‘s foreign policy towards South Asia is well-thought-out plan. The three main pillars of 

Russia‘s South Asia policy are as follows: 

x) Its mission to reach Warm Water ports.  

xi) Counter the Chinese interests in the region.   

xii) Halt the U.S. influence in the region.  

Like any other landlocked country in the world, Russia also needs to deal with this 

unfavorable strategic situation and this is the major reason that Russia has been trying to 

reach the warm water ports since last two centuries and has launched a number of military 

expeditions in Afghanistan, and involved in various military confrontations with Turkey. The 

latest expedition launched by Russia in its quest for the ―Warm Water Ports‖ was its invasion 

over Afghanistan. The purpose of Afghan invasion was to control Afghanistan, which could 

be used as a gate way to reach Khyber Pass, which is an ancient trade route to China, on the 

East. The other important geographic feature of Afghanistan is that it shares its borders with 

Iran in its West and with Pakistan in South. Both of these countries, Iran and Pakistan, 

possess the Warm-Water ports. Although Russia withdrew from Afghanistan in 1989, yet, it 

does not seem possible that its quest to reach Warm Water ports is over. Instead, the 

importance of Russia‘s access to Warm Water ports has, particularly, been increased during 

the current scenario to supply its products to the global market, especially, the gas reserves 

and various other minerals (Muhammad & Fahad, 2019). 

Russian foreign policy for South Asia has always been revolving around India to fulfill its 

long-term goals. The Soviet support to India, both military and diplomatic, during 1971 Indo-

Pak war and the Indo-Soviet pact of ―Peace, Friendship and Cooperation‖ of 1971, unveils the 

strength and the depth of the strategic partnership between India and the Soviet Union. The 

current global and regional geopolitical scenario seems to bring both former rival nations, 

Russia and Pakistan, closer to each other. Especially after the completion of U.S.-NATO 

forces withdrawal from Afghanistan, the amiable relations between the two countries would 

be much more fruitful. Over the years, both Moscow and Islamabad having more clear 

understanding of this opportunity and the chances of strong bilateral relations between the 

two nations are increasing with the passage of time. 

4.6: The New Great Game in South Asia: Implications for Pakistan 

A few decades ago, South Asia used to be the epicenter of the great game between the West 

and Soviet Union. However, the end of Cold War brought hopes for a sustainable peace and 

harmony in the region, which would not last longer. The 21
st
 century is unfolding new 

political and strategic challenges and scenarios not only on global theatre but also on regional 

stages. The constant change in the world politics is bringing in new players and modifying the 
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vested interests of the previous global players with the passage of time. South Asia has 

always been a battleground of the global as well as regional powers. During Cold War era, 

Soviet-Afghan war turned entire region into a battleground, putting the regional peace and 

stability at risk. On one hand, the geopolitical and geostrategic importance of this region 

immensely merits for South Asian countries, while on the other hand, this very strategic 

significance has become the main bone of contention between the regional and global powers. 

In current times, India has emerged as the most prominent entity in the region, yet, China, 

which is not situated in South Asia but shares hundreds of miles long border with South Asia, 

surfaced as the second prominent actor in this region after India (Galantini, 2020). 

In respect to meet its strategic goals in the region, India had to deal basically with Pakistan, 

yet, over the years, China has jumped in as a new contender, substantially intensifying the 

ongoing struggle of dominance in the region. Despite being viewed as a regional power in 

South Asia, India‘s influence in the region does not match with that of China. A profound 

analysis of the political sway in the region, between India and China, tells us that China has 

surpassed India in terms of gaining strategic depth in South Asia. The basic pillar of political 

and diplomatic strength and superiority is latent in the economic as well as military strength, 

and India does not have enough financial and military resources to dedicate for the attainment 

of these objectives. Even, if, India manages enough resources to expand its political and 

military sway across the region, it would face tough resistance from China.  

The struggle to dominate the South Asian region, to attain optimum benefit of the strategic 

characteristic of the region has spurred a new power struggle in the region between India and 

China. Both nations with their massive man power, huge military might and economic 

foundations seek to secure stronger foothold in the region to gain more strategic and 

economic advantages, which in turn, seem to compromise the regional security and political 

stability in multiple ways. This strife is not confined merely to land rather it has spread across 

the maritime territory, including the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) (Paul T. V., 2019, pp. 53-

57).  

Russia declared to host another session of joint Summit in Moscow in 2017, to discuss the 

situation in Afghanistan which was not welcomed by Afghan-Taliban. Delegations from 

Afghanistan, Russia, and from the immediate as well as distant neighbors were supposed to 

participate in this conference, including India, China, Pakistan, Iran and Afghanistan. All the 

nations participating in the conference were from Asian origin except Russia, a partially 

European country. For some geopolitical experts and scholars, a new phase of Great Game 

seems to be stemming from this Summit in Moscow.   
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The invitation to join the Summit was not accepted by the U.S. Probably, U.S. already had its 

own plans to play the Afghan game. The reason for turning down Russian invitation by 

United States for the Afghan Summit could be the status quo, means U.S. would not be 

viewing his position in this Summit fitting to his Super power status. It is necessary to analyze 

the situation of political stability and internal security in Afghanistan on priority basis. There 

is a conflict of opinion between the Afghan government sources and the international media 

on the plight of security in Afghanistan. According to Afghan sources, the foreign media is 

portraying Afghanistan a failed nation in terms of security and political stability, which, 

according to them is exaggeration, yet, we cannot believe in the situation to be as stable as the 

Afghan government says it is. More of the Afghan territory is occupied by Taliban now-a-

days than they had a year or so ago and it can be verified by any means possible. The 

deteriorating security situation in the country was revealed, once again, when Taliban took 

over the Sangin district of Helmand province. The highly profitable trade of opium is carried 

out, on large scale, in the Sangin district. Sangin district is surrounded by Helmand River on 

one side, and, by the Kandahar province on the other side. Due to the aforementioned 

geographic characteristics, the Sangin district works as a direct connection route between the 

provinces of Kandhar and Helmand, and to control this district is highly important to carry 

out the opium trade. Due to the lucrative narcotics business in this region, the chances for 

deadly clashes between the security forces and militants are high. Yet the scope for corruption 

is much broader than the risk of militancy. Most probably this is the reason, the U.S. and 

Britain suffered the heaviest number of casualties and the toughest resistance from the 

militants in this district as compared to any other district in Afghanistan (Rasouli, 2020, pp. 

26-29). 

Other than U.S. and British soldiers, hundreds of Afghan national army troops lost their lives 

fighting against the Taliban militants, after the control of the district was handed over to the 

Afghan army, in 2013. The Taliban still hold, directly or indirectly, almost 50% of the Afghan 

territory and the puppet Afghan regime in Kabul holds or claims to hold the control of the rest 

of 50% Afghan territory. Pakistan is, allegedly, constantly extending its cooperation to 

various Taliban factions in the region and the chances of any decrease in this support are far 

off. The Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) must be equipped with the necessary 

advanced military hardware in order to cope up with this security situation. Otherwise, 

Taliban will maintain their pressure over the Afghan forces. Arming of Afghan National 

Security Forces (ANSF) with advanced weapons by U.S. and NATO allies has always 

remained the top concern for Islamabad, and the Washington has been quite submissive to 

Pakistan‘s demand for not providing the proper military equipment to the Afghan army 

(Rasouli, 2020, p. 31). 
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In order to appease Pakistan, U.S. restrained from equipping the Afghan army properly, 

eventually depriving them of from becoming a proper functional professional army, capable 

enough to respond to the Taliban militant activities properly and counter any serious threat 

posed by the cross-border terrorism. Even the independent observers are skeptical of the 

Afghan security forces‘ military capabilities, even though hundreds of billions of dollars have 

been spent, mostly by U.S., to build a professional Afghan army. A well trained and well-

equipped foreign army can never perform as good in the Afghan territory, as a highly trained 

and well equipped local military can do for their own country and people. The Afghans, 

consequently, started viewing the American forces as another aggressor. However, this same 

American army was considered as the liberators by the progressive and peaceful Afghan 

communities, since 2001.  

The core of Afghanistan crisis is the opium trade and Pakistan‘s continuous support to 

Taliban, which are not being considered by the stakeholders, although without solving these 

two issues, the dream of peace and stability in Afghanistan cannot be fulfilled. The recent 

news of ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) aka Daesh rising in Afghanistan forewarns 

another serious and long term issue emerging from the land of grief, poverty and war. The 

local Afghans deny the existence of ISIS in any Afghan province or district and they accuse 

foreign players for raising another boogeyman to sustain the destabilization and chaos to meet 

their certain goals. The ISIS factor could be utilized by various foreign powers to justify 

either the ongoing or the future military operations in Afghanistan. The neighboring 

countries, including Pakistan, could also carry out its covert operations in Afghanistan under 

the disguise of ISIS terrorist attacks. The brutality and ferocity, affiliated with ISIS, will make 

Haqqani terrorist group look innocent in comparison. The Daesh boogeyman could be quite 

helpful to divert the global community‘s attention from the Taliban factor and Pakistan‘s 

consistent covert support to these groups.  

The world started looking towards United States for the resolution of global disputes and as a 

mentor to lead the world towards peace and stability, when, U.S. emerged as a sole super 

power after the demise of Soviet Union. Many oppressed nations and societies started 

viewing U.S. as the champion of human rights and freedom, and they started counting on U.S. 

generous assistance to set them free from oppressive regimes and foreign oppressors and 

elevate the economies of poor third world nations. Contrary to this, U.S. proved to be a selfish 

or villain state in respect to its national interests and it went on a war rampage across the 

globe, particularly in Middle East and then Afghanistan, unbridled and unstoppable. U.S was 

working on plans to build business ties with the Afghan-Taliban in 1990, when they were 

posing serious threat to Afghan collision government (Patrick, 2001). 
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The objective behind this U.S.-Taliban alliance was to gain economic and strategic benefits 

from the Turkmenistan‘s oil and gas reserves. Nowadays, U.S. is willing to initiate peace 

talks with Taliban after almost two decades long military campaign against them. A clear 

disagreement can be observed among the U.S. administration on Afghan policies. Some 

sections are in favor of a withdrawal while some are supporting the idea of a larger and more 

detailed military operation against the Taliban insurgents. The suggestion for an increase in 

the number of U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan brought up by the American army commander. 

Such requests and suggestions, from U.S. army heads in Afghanistan, bolster the impression 

of U.S. military failure in suppressing the Taliban uprising even after spending an awful lot of 

money during last two decades. President Trump‘s America First slogan does not seem to 

work in the hostile territory of Afghanistan as U.S. troops are still unable to crush the Taliban 

insurgency. According to the U.S soldiers and officers who have served in Afghanistan or are 

still serving over there, consider even 100,000 soldiers to be insufficient to cope up with the 

Taliban terrorists running wild on the complex, inhospitable and tough terrain. Boosting up 

the number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan is not considered to be the solution to resolve the 

insurgency issue. Even, if, 200,000 soldiers are deployed in Afghanistan, it would not make 

much difference until U.S. compels Pakistan to stop its financial, military, intelligence and 

logistic support to the Afghan-Taliban (Rasouli, 2020, pp. 27-29). 

The other most important factor for maintaining peace and stability in this territory is the 

elimination of corruption which is deep rooted in the Afghan government institutions 

including the military and other law enforcement agencies. Washington is not in a position to 

force Pakistan enough to keep it from supporting the Taliban militants and letting them use 

Pakistani territory as a safe heaven, since U.S. is counting on Islamabad for its logistics and 

supplies to its soldiers in Afghanistan. Some experts believe that in order to bring peace and 

stability in Afghanistan, it is imperative to disconnect Pakistani military, financial and 

intelligence support to the Taliban groups. A variety of suggestions and recommendations 

have been put forward by the global and regional thinkers and foreign policy scholars in order 

to cope up with the security related challenges in Afghanistan and the most highlighted factor 

in all those suggestions has always been, ‗Pakistani aid to Taliban terrorists‘, which, 

according to many, is the predominant factor which needs to be taken care of. U.S. and its 

allies can never achieve the required output from all their efforts and strategies they have been 

making since last two decades to handle the Afghan security crisis until a realistic approach is 

adopted by them. The Taliban-Pakistan nexus is the origin of the instability in Afghanistan 

and there is no soft solution to handle this matter, since, Pakistan cannot be made to change 

its course of action in Afghanistan with mere financial perks and the need for applying a brute 

force against the main culprit cannot be overlooked any longer (Ahmad, 2020, pp. 154-165). 
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On the other hand, Pakistan is apparently cooperating with the U.S. and allied army, and some 

air bases and installations are partially handed over to U.S. army to conduct drone attacks in 

Afghanistan and allegedly in some parts of Northwestern troubled areas of Pakistan. Yet these 

tactics do not seem to be very efficient, and they are brewing more hatred against United 

States than helping them in eliminating the terrorists. The highly sophisticated drones can 

destroy some specific terrorist hideouts killing the desired terrorists but they cannot guarantee 

to win the war against terrorism as the territory cannot be controlled by merely flying drones 

up in the air.  

Besides, these aerial attacks are also responsible for killing or maiming innocent people in the 

surrounding areas of the target, thus spreading hatred and anger against the U.S. and allies 

who are actually trying to help these people by saving them from the terrorists. The 

aforementioned analysis was endorsed by the Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn and various other 

military experts. The notion of deploying more ground troops is gaining momentum among 

both civil and military entities of the U.S. government. The battle between the two super 

powers, Soviet Union and America, caused the total destruction of the socio-economic 

structure of Afghanistan and, later, after Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, a tiresome and 

brutal civil war erupted which paved the way for Taliban uprising, with full military and 

logistic support from Pakistan. Ever since taking the charge at the Oval office, President 

Donald Trump has been emphasizing on the need for U.S. troops withdrawal from 

Afghanistan. After more than two and half years long effort, a conditional peace pact has been 

signed by both, the U.S. and Taliban, on February 29, 2020, outlining a fourteen months 

duration plan for U.S troops‘ withdrawal from Afghanistan, subject to the Taliban‘s 

compliance with the terms and conditions of the peace contract (Rasouli, 2020, p. 38). 

The condition for prisoners exchange in the peace agreement was rejected by the Afghan 

government on March 1, 2020. Strangely, the Afghan government was not a part of this 

important agreement which holds the potential to change the course of politics in 

Afghanistan, after U.S. and allied forces‘ withdrawal. However, the Afghan President Ashraf 

Ghani and other Afghan high ups, agreed on the prisoners‘ swap, starting with 1,500 

prisoners‘ exchange (Rasouli, 2020, pp. 52-54). 

The Afghan government sets the condition for the Taliban prisoners to sign an undertaking of 

abstaining from being a part of any militant activities in Afghanistan. U.S. revealed to the 

world that some American troops will still remain stationed in Afghanistan after the majority 

of U.S. troops‘ withdrawal. The U.S.-Taliban peace agreement was unanimously endorsed by 

the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) on March 10, 2020. The prisoners swap talks, 

however, were not successful and officially rejected by Taliban. The China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) agreement has proven to be a blessing for Pakistan‘s security and 
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economic progress. Other than China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the talks between 

Moscow and Islamabad over Russia Pakistan Economic Corridor (RPEC) are opening the 

doors for new opportunities and strengthening the ties with global and regional powers, which 

would help Pakistan become an uncompromising and sovereign state (Galantini, 2020).  

4.7: Russian Ambitions in South Asia and Pakistan 

As for the present state of affairs, Pakistani establishment is quite satisfied over the situation 

in Afghanistan, as their decades-long consistent support to Taliban has finally started paying 

back, while other global and regional stakeholders, including Chinese, Iranians, Russians and 

Americans, are trying to win the favor of this primitive faction of Afghan society aka 

―Taliban‖, for their vested interests. Afghanistan has always been a battleground for various 

super powers‘ interests, and in the present situation, each and every stakeholder has to coin a 

narrative that suits to its interests.  

The gradually fading away U.S. status in the Middle East (ME) is being viewed as a valuable 

chance for the Russians to strengthen their position in the region. Russia has gained 

considerable strategic, military and economic benefits from the series of geopolitical 

developments, have been undergoing since decades, starting from Iraq, then Libya and finally 

in Syria. After gaining access to the Syrian coastline through its naval presence in the 

Mediterranean, Russia now seeks to gain access to the Persian Gulf via Afghanistan, with the 

help of their strategic partner, Iran. The aforementioned presumable Russian plan, if gets 

materialized, could have adverse impact to the Chinese interests in Gwadar, and it would also 

put India‘s interests in Chahbahar in jeopardy. With respect to the current political 

developments, taking place in Afghanistan, Moscow is getting ready to take advantage of the 

situation and solve the two long-drawn menaces of the rising Islamic fundamentalism 

The Islamic militancy is spreading through Central Asia, is endangering the stability and 

peace in the region and jeopardizing the Russian efforts to form a geostrategic block with the 

Central Asian nations to fulfill its geopolitical and geostrategic goals. The problem of 

narcotics has attained the central position in any effort made to resolve the Afghan peace and 

security issues. Moscow seeks to challenge U.S. hegemony in the region and Afghanistan 

offers the strategic characteristics and features which are required for this purpose. The 

tensions between Russia and United States are on the path to rise starting from the Georgia-

Russia war in 2008. Later, Russian escalations with another European ally Crimea and the 

quite recent, the Russia-Ukraine military standoff, which is still in progress in one way or the 

other, accelerate the tension between the two global powers. In 1990s, Russia was on a quite 

different trajectory with regard to the Taliban issue, as Moscow was in harmony with Iran, 

India, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.  
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All these nations, including Russia, were in favor of containing the Taliban menace. These 

likeminded countries, working together, extended their support to the anti-Taliban Northern 

Alliance leader Ahmed Shah Masood. Yet, in September 2001, he was assassinated by pro-

Taliban nations. Pakistan, allegedly, being the main culprit behind this plot considerably 

weakening the resistance (Ahmad, 2020, pp. 91-98). The suicide bomber, who carried out this 

assassination, reached Afghanistan on the visa issued by Pakistani Embassy. Moscow seems 

to be working on the agenda of destabilizing the Ghani government in Afghanistan since they 

look at it as an American puppet regime, halting Russian advances in Afghanistan. The 

several official meetings between the Taliban leadership and Russian military officials 

support the notion of Russian covert support to the Afghan Taliban. The Russian alleged 

military, financial and intelligence support to the Taliban Islamic militants should also be 

seen as an attempt to settle the score for the Afghan Jihad in 1980s, sponsored by the U.S. and 

its allies.  

The US decision of maintaining their military presence in Afghanistan and building the 

military installations over there, has not received favorable response by the key players in the 

region, including China, Iran, Pakistan and Russia. The U.S. presence in Afghanistan is 

viewed as a threat to the Russian interests in Central Asia and South Asia and same goes for 

Iran who, ever since the Iranian Islamic revolution in 1979,  considers United States as a 

rogue state. In an interview, during his visit to Afghanistan, President Putin‘s Russian envoy 

said that Moscow is not going to put up with the American aggression over Afghanistan. He 

also claimed that the ISIS is a much more serious and deadlier issue than the Taliban. Slowly 

but surely, the Russians are trying to make Taliban terrorist movement look as a political 

movement, endorsed by the Afghan society to bring peace and politico-social stability in the 

country (Timur D. , 2019, p. 121). 

Moscow and Islamabad are gradually heading towards the same conclusion about the Taliban, 

since their state media and other diplomatic sources are harping on the same Pakistan-backed 

notion that ISIS threat cannot be contained without Pakistan‘s help. The ISIS is viewed as a 

Trojan horse by the Russian, Chinese and Iranian Think Tanks, which U.S. has installed in the 

Afghan theatre to destabilize the region and make an excuse to prolong its military presence 

in Afghanistan. In the wake of ISIS conspiracy, the Pakistan-backed Haqqani Network has 

almost been ignored by any of the powers, although, this terrorist outfit has played a very 

pivotal role in the failure of all attempts to bring peace and stability in the war-torn country 

and will keep jeopardizing the future and ongoing efforts to establish a stable and progressive 

government in Afghanistan. The narcotics manufacturing and supply from Afghanistan into 

Central Asian Republics and Russia has been a matter of serious concern for the Russian 
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government as approximately 50,000 Russian citizens lose their lives due to the heroin 

consumption, every year (Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019). 

A country like Russia, which is already facing the problem of population decline, the 50,000 

annual death counts is a matter of immediate concern. In addition to this, the Muslim 

population is increasing on a rapid-scale in Russia, with once 10% of the total Russian 

population; it has now gone up to 13%, which could foster grave social issues in the future. 

About 1.5 million Muslims are currently residing in Moscow, which makes it the second 

largest Muslim population in Europe, with majority of these Muslims following Sunni school 

of thought. With increase in radical trends among the Muslim populace, Russia is going to 

face a serious problem in form of Islamic militancy. Probably this is the reason why Russia is 

concerned more about ISIS presence in Afghanistan than Taliban, since Taliban Islamic 

movement is basically focused on Afghan territory and they do not have any global Islamic 

agenda, however, ISIS/Daesh claims to establish an Islamic caliphate all over the world.  

Besides, a large number of ISIS terrorists are found to be Russian-based and capable of 

speaking Russian language fluently. The Russian ISIS section has developed its separate 

command and control system. In the Syrian city of Raqqa, an entire district, reserved for 

Russian speaking terrorists and their family members, was discovered with Russian grocery 

stores and strings of schools teaching totally in Russian language. The recruitment and 

radicalization of these ISIS fighters was carried out in Russia. Other than Russia, China is 

apprehensive of the grim effects of Islamic movements emerging in Afghanistan, finally 

destabilizing, already troubled, Xinjiang province, while Iran views the Sunni hardliner ISIS 

and Taliban‘s growing influence at its bordering areas as a grave threat to its national 

security. The war-torn Afghanistan will remain, by and large, a traditional arena for the 

struggle between the global and regional powers, most prominently, Russia and U.S., as both 

these military giants seem to be engaging in another Cold War over Afghan territory, 

whereas, China and Iran will remain in a confusion regarding the geopolitical developments 

taking place in Afghanistan. 

Chinese strategic interests in Afghanistan make the situation in South Asian region more 

complicated, and add fuel to the fire of New Great Game in this region. The Chinese 

investment in Afghanistan is mainly focused on squeezing out the mineral resources, as 

Afghanistan is rich in the rare earth minerals. According to the geological survey of 

Afghanistan, an estimated amount of sixty million tons of copper reserves are present. Other 

than copper, around 2.2 billion tons of iron ore and approximately 1.4 million tons of rare 

earth elements of Cerium and Neodymium are being present in Afghanistan. China and 

Afghanistan have already signed a thirty years agreement worth $3 billion for the excavation 

of these resources.  
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The One Belt One Road (OBOR), also known as Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), plays a 

pivotal role in forwarding and expanding Chinese interests in Central Asia and Afghanistan. 

The China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a subsection to the Chinese Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI). Afghanistan is viewed by China as a gateway to access Iran, which would 

eventually provide access to the Gulf countries via Caspian Sea. China‘s first priority is to 

keep the Islamic militants of Afghanistan from influencing the local Islamic population of 

Xinjiang (Amina, 2017). 

This is why, on one hand, China is applying strict measures to crush the Islamic radical 

uprising in the Xinjiang, while on the other hand, they are trying to establish a friendly 

relationship with Taliban with Pakistan‘s assistance. In order to maintain peace in Xinjiang 

province, China deems amiable relations with Taliban a viable option, whereas, for Pakistan, 

the close China-Taliban relations would help Pakistan to increase its influence in Afghanistan. 

Both India and China are putting efforts in strengthening their strategic and military foothold 

in Afghanistan. India has been providing some military aid to the Afghan army including the 

M-25 attack helicopters, while Chinese troops have carried out several joint patrols with 

Afghan army, which foretells of the beginning of a future Cold War between India and China 

to take control of Afghanistan, once U.S. army withdraws from there. There is a tug-of-war 

like situation in Afghanistan (Amina, 2017).  

Iran is another regional key player in Afghanistan and South Asia. Ever since the beginning 

of Afghan Jihad in the 1980s, Iran has been apprehensive of the developments taking place in 

Afghanistan. To counter the Taliban threat, Iran joined hands with Russia and India in 1990s 

but the September 2001 totally changed the situation and provided an opportunity for United 

States to put its troops on the ground in Afghanistan, increasing Iran‘s worries. In order to 

deal with the insecurities on its borders alongside Afghanistan, the Iranian regime finally 

decided to have bilateral talks with the Afghan Taliban leadership (Nuran, 2020, pp. 62-67). 

In this way, they had the chance to keep the Taliban at bay and as well   reducing the dangers 

arising from the presence of the U.S. troops in Afghanistan. The rise of ISIS in Afghanistan 

added to the Iranian worries. The immediate and far neighbors to Afghanistan are on the path 

to establish a triangular partnership, including Russia, Iran and China, and the dominant 

reason behind this newly emerging alliance is Afghanistan, as each and every member 

country wants to contain the growing cancer of radicalization and narcotics. It seems likely 

that all three countries, China, Russia and Iran, are on the same page when it comes to oppose 

U.S. presence in Afghanistan.    
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4.8: Conclusion 

It can be concluded that Pakistan has its own geostrategic and geopolitical compulsions in 

Afghanistan in particular and in South Asia in general. During Afghan Jihad, Pakistan army‘s 

Director General (DG) of Inter-Services-Intelligence (ISI), Lieutenant General. Akhtar Abdul 

Rehman once said "Kabul must burn.‖ This historic quote uttered by Pakistani General 

manifests the current dire situation in Afghanistan which is said to be the direct result of 

Pakistan‘s hostile foreign policy regarding Afghanistan. With slight change in the performers 

and the directors of this destructive policy, everything remains the same, because Kabul is 

still burning since the 1980s. It, actually, started from the formation of multilateral alliance, 

formed by Washington in 1980s, comprising United States, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, for the 

sole purpose of containing the Communist Soviet Union in Afghanistan and finally forcing 

them to make retreat from Afghanistan.  

It is being claimed by some Pakistani officials and endorsed by a number of scholars that 

having compelled the key global and regional players even the super power, United States of 

America, to seek Taliban‘s cooperation to protect their interests in Afghanistan is a historic 

achievement on part of Pakistan. However, the after effects of this short term remedy could 

prove to be much worse than the disease itself. A policy solely based on sabotage, destruction 

and terrorism will eventually result in death and destruction for the policymakers too. 

Rendering unconditional and consistent support to Taliban has become an integral part and 

core to Pakistan‘s foreign policy regarding Afghanistan. Ever since Taliban came into power, 

Pakistan had vehemently supported them and acknowledged them as being the most 

legitimate representative of both people and government of Afghanistan (Patrick, 2001). 

The main reason behind this staunch support for these warriors is to protect the status of 

Durand Line and hinder India from playing any role in Afghan politics. Pakistan‘s role in 

providing military and financial assistance to Taliban and letting them use its territory has 

also been highlighted by one of the top U.S. Generals, John Nicholson, stating that the 

greatest threat to Afghanistan security, the Haqqani Network and Taliban leadership, is 

roaming freely in Pakistani territory and it is there where they plan and organize the attacks 

on U.S. and Afghan forces. 
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                                                                                             CHAPTER-05 

SOUTH ASIA-WARS WITHIN: SUGGESTIONS AND SOLUTIONS 

5.1: Introduction  

A brief analysis of European integration process describes how the European nations 

overcame their political differences and handled the inequality of financial resources among 

the European Union‘s family members. Likewise, the same European Union role model can 

be taken up by the South Asian nations in collaboration with other regional powers and even 

the global players, if necessary. However, the idea of South Asian countries‘ unification has 

not received much attention by this region. The economic needs, open borders or soft borders 

are the two most prominent features of this scheme, and these can be taken as main 

parameters to evaluate South Asian assimilation. The solution for the geopolitical and socio-

economic issues could plausibly be discovered in the concept of united South Asia just like 

European Union. The idea of South Asian nations Union is mainly based on the efforts to 

overcome the differences among the member countries and pave the way for broader 

multilateral cooperation among all the countries in domains of security, economy, technology 

and trade. The fundamental requirement to achieve these goals is bringing and maintaining 

peace and security in the region.  

There are a number of recommendations and suggestions to cope up with the challenges, 

impeding the process of prosperity and stability in the region. The impact of South Asian 

region‘s geopolitical issues on the global security and peace is a matter of foremost concern 

for the international community. Two poverty-stricken nuclear powers, India and Pakistan, 

with hundreds of nuclear weapons, and medium and long-range missiles at their disposal, 

have fought several wars and engaged in intermittent military skirmishes due to long-standing 

territorial disputes. This region potentially poses an existential threat to the security of South 

Asia. Moreover, the region is infested with numerous terrorist and militant movements, with 

majority of them being fueled by Islamic countries like Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan to 

gain their strategic goals. Owing to the territorial disputes in the region and large-scale anti-

terrorist operations, the chances of a refugee crisis occurring and ruining the security 

situation, are substantially high (Paul, 2019). The peace and stability in South Asia is also 

linked to the geopolitical moves made by the global players like China, Russia and United 

States. There are numerous measures that can be taken in the quest for maintaining peace and 

stability in the region as well as promoting mutual and bilateral cooperation among the South 

Asian countries, and their immediate and far neighbors, with significant economic and 

political influence in South Asia for the socio-economic development of the entire region.   
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Major Powers of the world have, always, caused tremendous impact on South Asian Region. 

World Powers have influenced the South Asian region in all fields of interest including 

Politics, defense, economy, culture, and trade. United Nations Organizations‘ (UNO) all 

activities and aiding programs have been influenced by super powers in South Asia. 

International powers played their self-interested role in South Asia only out of their own 

vested interests, and not out of any sense of responsibility being responsible members of 

UNO. Great powers, under the cover of Great Power Politics, have always tried to accomplish 

their own agendas in South Asia irrespective of their international obligation assigned to them 

by UNO.   

5.2: Entanglement of Pakistan and India in Kashmir 

To bring stability in the region, the resolution of long-drawn territorial conflicts between the 

South Asian nations holds the prime position. The long-drawn hostility between the two 

nuclear armed neighbors, India and Pakistan, exasperates the intensity of the issues. In 

comparison to the Cold War, the India-Pakistan territorial disputes become more sensitive 

owing to the fact that both countries share a long border, reducing the time limit to decide 

using the nuclear option (Paul, 2019). Even the United States of America and the Soviet 

Union, situated hundreds of miles apart, with no common border and being way ahead to 

India and Pakistan in terms of technology could not guarantee the foolproof use of their 

nuclear deterrence during the Cold War. It is, therefore, necessary to devise an infallible 

command and control system to minimize the chance of an accidental or mistaken use of such 

Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs). Both India and Pakistan can conduct joint efforts in 

this regard by setting up a joint command and control system to avoid a nuclear catastrophe. 

Besides, United Nations specific body i.e. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) can 

play a vital role by providing assistance to both rivaling nations, India and Pakistan, to keep a 

never-failing check on the use of nuclear deterrent.  

South Asian countries share their borders with several other nations in Asia including China, 

Central Asia, Iran, Vietnam and Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand. They also have close 

strategic ties with some far neighbors like Russia and several other global players like U.S., 

France, and Britain which does affect the state of affairs in this region. Although China is not 

a South Asian country, it shares a long stretch of border with India and both these nuclear 

capable nations are in a serious territorial dispute (Ali, 2020). Thus, in order to avoid an 

accidental full-scale war between the two countries, there is an immediate need to build a 

mutual command and control system. The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC) can play the role as a mediator, if both sides, Beijing and New Delhi, give their 

consent to it. Another great deal of concern, regarding peace and stability in the region, is the 

rise of Islamic fundamentalist movements which thrive on the bilateral disputes and conflicts 
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in the region. The root cause of these Islamic radical movements is, allegedly, the Afghan war 

which started from Russian interference in Afghanistan (Ali, 2020, pp. 83-84). 

However, if we take the aforementioned factor as the root cause of Islamic radical 

movements, then according to this rule, technically, the Soviet Union‘s withdrawal from 

Afghanistan should have eliminated both the cause and the outcome, Jihadi movements. 

However, things took a different trajectory and the religious fundamentalism started 

flourishing more rapidly. The reason of this upsurge in the radical activities, instead of a 

decline, was the constant interference of the regional and global powers in Afghanistan 

which, subsequently, put the security and stability of entire region at jeopardy. The South 

Asian countries, particularly, Pakistan, Afghanistan and India must launch joint efforts to 

establish a forum which could be used to address these issues and find a viable solution. It is 

also imperative to seek cooperation from China, Iran, Russia and United States of America to 

deter the looming danger of rising religious fanatic movement which could potentially disrupt 

the regional peace and cause irreversible strategic and economic damage to South Asia. 

Instead of building a new forum, the already existing South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) can also be used as a readily available platform to build a consensus 

among the South Asian neighbors as well as their immediate and far neighbors to diminish the 

strife among various countries in this region and agree on building a joint antiterrorist force to 

handle the threat of radical Jihadi upsurge.  

Other than SAARC, there are several other regional and global platforms which can be of 

great help in resolving the regional conflicts in South Asia, i.e. Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) and United Nations Organization (UNO).The peace and stability in Asia, 

especially South Asia, is imperative for global peace and stability, since this region alone 

consists of one fifth of the global population with India being on top with 1.20 billion people 

and Pakistan, with two hundred and twenty million people. Thus, a war between India and 

Pakistan could potentially turn into a nuclear disaster and the chances of China, which borders 

both India and Pakistan and have deep strategic and military ties with Pakistan, remaining 

neutral or immune to the deadly effects of such an incident are next to nothing. It is, therefore, 

in the best interest of China to play its role in reducing the tension in the volatile South Asian 

region. If a nuclear war breaks out, it would prove to be a death blow towards China‘s Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI) including the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) which is a 

subsidiary to the former (Tasneem, Afshan, & Fatima, 2019).  

Since China is the factory of the world and almost entire world is dependent on Chinese 

industrial items to meet their ends, it is in the best interest of the international community to 

assist the South Asian countries in reducing these differences and to move forward towards a 

peaceful solution through dialogues. The regional countries should try to rely less on their 
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military deterrence and more on economic measures, and try to spend more on industrial and 

infrastructural development than building larger and stronger militaries. In order to keep the 

scale of calamity lessened and somewhat manageable, it is imperative to keep the quantity 

and lethality of the ordnance moderate. Since the U.S. attack on Afghanistan in October 2001, 

following the Afghanistan based Al-Qaeda groups‘ attack on U.S. territory on 11 September 

2001, the country has been going under constant reign of war and destruction, and U.S. forces 

seem to losing the battle against the radical groups.  

However, in order to promote regional stability, to minimize the terrorism threat in the region 

and to build strong and prospering trade ties with the Central Asian neighbors, a peaceful and 

politically stable Afghanistan is a basic necessity. The goal to eliminate terrorism could be 

achieved through political, economic and social overhaul with the joint efforts of local 

Afghan tribal, social and religious leaders, and with the assistance of US-led coalition. Yet, it 

would work only if the immediate neighboring countries are also included in this process of 

peace and reconstruction. The problem of independent ethnic groups combating to gain 

control of larger territories and warlords occupying large tracts of land, and the skirmishes 

between the security forces and the militant groups, and also among various rivaling militant 

factions, can be resolved by a grand Afghan Jirgah, with the assistance of international 

peacekeeping forces and current Afghan regime in Kabul.  

The political and social resurrection and economic stability in Afghanistan is dependent on 

three main elements which include representation of all social and political factions in 

decision-making, participation, and accountability. The reconstruction and infrastructure 

projects will help boost economic activities in the country, which will eventually pave the 

way for socio-political rapprochement. The fair distribution of the resources and the benefits 

of this reconstruction process and the equal distribution of economic and political 

opportunities among the masses could be accomplished through accountability. It is, 

therefore, essential that the U.S. and its allies, with the help of United Nations Organizations‘ 

observers, make sure that the advantages of international aid reach across the country and no 

area or group of people is subjected to discrimination and injustice (Lina, 2009). 

The local government bodies and almost all institutions are marred with corruption and their 

credibility is totally undermined. Thus, the responsibility falls on the shoulders of 

international community to mend for the corruption and its adverse effects on the government 

institutions. The grievances of Afghan people need to be taken care of by the international 

community since the local government seems to be totally incapable in this area. The global 

community should ensure that the new constitution of Afghanistan and the legal structure 

does not contradict to their social values as the majority of Afghans happen to be quite 

sensitive about this domain of life. The task of a just distribution of political and economic 
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power, between the center and the provinces, could be fulfilled by the constitutional 

committee. The provinces and districts in Afghanistan are found to be quite sensitive 

regarding their autonomy and this is why the constitution needs to be devised in such a way 

that the autonomy of any province or district is not compromised, when the Federal 

government uses its authority either to build some infrastructure or draw out resources found 

in that particular region (Lina, 2009, pp. 14-17). 

In case this socio-economic system is disturbed by the central government, it may cause 

political unrest and the situation could be exploited by militant groups which would 

eventually compromise the security and stability in the country and raise new challenges for 

the Afghan government. The civil rights should be given priority while forming the 

constitution and include more liberal amendments and clauses in the already formed 

constitution draft. However, it should be done in a way that it does not clash with the 

conservative values on a scale that may foster an agitation on this matter and the religious and 

conservative players make it an excuse to commit violence across the country.  

The Afghan national army and other law enforcement agencies must be provided with proper 

military equipment and complete training to make them capable to respond to any terrorist 

activity properly and maintain the rule of law across the country. The peace and stability 

process is not being carried out on the scale it should have been as the pace of rehabilitation 

in the war-torn country is very slow. The U.S. and its allies need to provide more funds and 

put more efforts to speed up the reconstruction of the infrastructure to connect the remote 

areas to Kabul and open the trade routes to help build the economy and eventually bring 

peace in the region. Currently the terrorist outfits and warlords are posing threats to Kabul 

and the reason behind this growing menace is inadequate security arrangements from the 

Afghan government and its allies which eventually let the militants strengthen their foothold 

in the suburban areas (Lina, 2009, p. 81). To provide security and establish the rule of law, it 

is essential to expand the security presence in remote areas as well. 

The afghan warlords and the militant and radical groups are becoming more powerful with 

every passing day due to the parallel economy they have been thriving on, based on narcotics 

and arms trade. The Afghan local army and the U.S. coalition forces need to conduct large 

scale anti-narcotics operation to weaken the warlords and the militant groups. Afghanistan has 

long been a battleground between various regional powers and currently it is subject to the 

interference from Pakistan and India, with each trying to push its own agenda in the war-torn 

land and impeding the pace of reconstruction of the country. Instead of backing their selected 

political groups, both India and Pakistan should try to pursue the international community to 

provide more aid to rebuild the country, as it would be in the best interest of both Pakistan 

and India. Since the extremist groups gain support of the Afghan masses on the basis of 
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fighting against foreign invaders, the non-intervention by Afghanistan‘s neighboring 

countries would diminish the support to such groups substantially and help in bringing peace 

back to the land of war and destruction (Ali, 2020, p. 97). 

Since Pakistan and Afghanistan have deep ties on the basis of their religion, Islam, it is 

seemed to be in favor of Afghan peace bringing efforts to avoid pointing finger towards Islam 

by affiliating the terrorist acts to ‗Islamic Extremism‘, instead it should be called militant or 

terrorist activities, without naming the religion. The West should play its role to protect the 

moderate Afghan leadership by providing maximum security and financial aid to help build 

the society on the basis of modern values. U.S. and its allies should also extend their strategic 

cooperation and financial aid to the Pakistan government in its efforts to eliminate the 

terrorist network on Pakistani territory. This would be quite helpful in keeping both Pakistan 

and Afghanistan from falling under the influence of radical theocratic regime and bring 

stability in the region (Mohammad, 2020). 

In case, if Pakistan‘s efforts in eliminating terrorism in the region are failed, United States 

could also seek cooperation from Iran and India as both these states are eager in bringing 

peace and stability in Afghanistan for their own vested interests. There is no permanent and 

workable solution to the problems in South Asia without solving the Kashmir dispute between 

India and Pakistan, the two nuclear capable states. The United Nations must play its role in 

the quest to find a conclusion to this long-drawn regional issue, which has become a nuclear 

flashpoint, threatening the peace and stability of not only Asian continent but for the whole 

world. Most of the regional disputes in this region have been originated from this major 

territorial dispute including terrorism, radicalization, nuclear and conventional arms race, lack 

of political stability and economic destabilization are the most prominent ones in this list.  

United Nations can offer some financial perks to both rivaling nations to resolve the issue as 

well as applying diplomatic pressure. Maintaining peace and security is the topmost priority 

for the United Nations Organization as the origin of this global institution lies in the need to 

handle the Post-World War-II effects and to eliminate the chances of any similar events from 

occurring in future. Therefore, a serious conflict like Kashmir, which has become a nuclear 

flashpoint, could no longer be ignored or overlooked by the United Nations (Raghavan, 

2001). It becomes the duty of its members to use whatever diplomatic and strategic means to 

find a workable, just and mutually acceptable solution for both Pakistan and India. The 

resolution of this issue demands an out of the box thinking. A joint initiative could be 

launched by the Secretary-General of the United Nations with the consent of the five 

permanent members (United States, Great Britain, France, Russia and China) of the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC), to take effective measures in the bid to bring peace in 
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South Asia. Among other things, the UNO should have to take some substantial, solid, 

concrete and down-to-earth measures to convince both contesting nations of this region. 

The de-escalation needs to be practiced on the Indo-Pak border and UNO can use both 

diplomatic pressure and economic assistance to induce both countries to reduce the number of 

troops on their borders and move towards the demilitarization of the area gradually, paving 

the way to damp down the friction. The military de-escalation process could be monitored by 

the UNO observers to maintain transparency. The UNO Secretary General could also urge 

both countries, either formally or informally, to put in action the historic Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU), to build mutual trust in order to avoid a military conflict, especially, a 

nuclear one and a conventional one as well, which was signed between the two countries 

during Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee‘s visit to Lahore on 21st February 1999 (Raghavan, 

2001). United Nations Organization (UNO) can also encourage and persuade both countries 

to restrain from deploying the nuclear weapons and stop the manufacturing and acquiring of 

nuclear war heads and enriched uranium and plutonium.  

In an effort to find a mutually acceptable, feasible and just solution for the Kashmir dispute, 

the United Nations Organization (UNO) urge both the antagonist countries to proceed with 

earnest process of dialogue and settlement on this long-lasting territorial dispute of Kashmir. 

Both countries need to find the feasible solutions for all other issues which hold the potential 

of or are currently causing to destabilize the peace and security situation in the region and 

hindering the bilateral trade and commerce activities between the two countries.  

The international community should try to simplify the complex view of the situation in 

Kashmir dispute by establishing an easy to comprehend general standpoint in the bid to 

reduce the tension between the two countries and help them to carry on with fruitful dialogue 

and bring stability in the region. The scholars and politicians of both stake holders ―India and 

Pakistan‖ in the Kashmir dispute, pave the way to reduce tension by educating the masses 

about the benefits of peace and the untoward effects of escalation on economy and overall 

development. To build public opinion in favor of permanent resolution of the Kashmir 

conflict, the people should be told about the fact that the per capita income of this entire 

region would have been way better than what it is in the current scenario as this territorial 

issue has been hampering the economic progress of both countries (Raghavan, 2001). 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) could be of a lot of help in 

resolving this unending dispute by offering more opportunities for trade and an open regional 

market, similar to the European Union, making the excess of the member countries easy for 

the member nations to promote trade and commerce and bring about peace and prosperity in 

the region. To analyze the real prevailing situation in Kashmir, both Pakistan and India should 



(Page 118 of 180) 
 

let the international observers from various global entities including European Union, 

Common Wealth and United Nations, to monitor both sides of the Kashmir region to evaluate 

the severity of the situation and figure out a peaceful and reasonable resolution. Pakistan must 

act decisively in eradicating the Jihadi camps situated on its territory and also take necessary 

measures to stop the cross-border infiltration from Pakistani side into Indian administered 

Kashmir, so that situation could become more amicable.   

Both, New Delhi and Islamabad must recognize the significance of the consent of Kashmiri 

political leadership while negotiating on the issue of Kashmir. The indigenous people of 

Kashmir must be given the right of self-determination to move forward towards a workable 

solution of the Kashmir issue. Both, bilateral and multilateral trade disputes in South Asia, 

play their role in fostering the interstate feuds and have potential to jeopardize the security 

situation in the region. Out of all South Asian countries, India‘s trade ties with other South 

Asian nations and the neighboring countries are considered to be the most eminent areas of 

strife in this region since India‘s trade connections extend across South Asia.  

Both, Bangladesh and India, have been debating over the issue of cross-border smuggling and 

the issue of trade goods transit routes. It is, therefore, in the best interest of both India and 

Bangladesh to resolve such issues with dialogue and extend cooperation to each other in 

logistics and trade to avoid a military conflict. India, being a regional power, needs to 

demonstrate a leadership role in respect to resolving the issues with its neighbors. New Delhi 

should listen to the grievance of Bangladesh, regarding the duty-free items access as forty 

items were allowed to be exported to India from Bangladesh, while practically, only nine 

items can be sold to India under this provision. Such nominal issues must be nipped in the 

bud before they foster as a major bilateral dispute (Ishtiaq, 1981).  

India should review its decision of banning the import of certain commodities from Nepal 

including vegetable ghee, acrylic yarn, copper wire, and iron and zinc products on the basis of 

these items transcending the quota. These kinds of issues should be resolved between the two 

countries with bilateral negotiation instead of letting smugglers and other criminal entities to 

take advantage of such matters and risk the security.  

For regional security and peace, bilateral trade between the neighboring countries holds a 

very important place. Same goes for the India and Sri Lanka, who are bound in a Free Trade 

Agreement, yet, certain measures taken by Indian government have reduced the effectiveness 

of this agreement.  India has imposed a ban on Sri Lankan tea and textile products under the 

fear of competition, which, in return, has been adversely affecting the bilateral relations of the 

two countries. India and rest of all South Asian nations should rather refrain from strict anti-
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competition policy and make it easy for neighboring states to deliver their products to Indian 

markets with ease.  

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) should play its role in 

expanding and strengthening the interstate trade and commerce relations. The peace and 

stability situation will gradually get better with the increase in business activities among the 

nations in this region, which, in turn, would have long-term impact on, both, regional and 

global geopolitics and security. The two-way trade between India and Pakistan has been 

remained on a very small scale, even in normal circumstances, there has not been seen any 

substantial increase in bilateral trade. Both nations should try to enhance the bilateral trade 

and business activities to overcome the geopolitical differences.   

5.3: Afghanistan Issue and Menace of Terrorism 

The violent terrorist activities have become the part and parcel of the interstate conflicts 

nowadays. The state-sponsored terrorism, undercover wars and religious militancy has spread 

all across South Asia. The reason behind this untoward situation lies in the covert support to 

such violent activities and movements by the regional governments to settle their interstate 

disputes and issues, either caused by territorial conflicts or due to some other reasons. These 

proxy wars are putting the regional as well as global peace and security at risk. It is, thus, 

recommended that all the South Asian nations conduct joint efforts to eliminate these threats 

by resolving the disputes through dialogue process. The states should divert their attention 

towards steps against terrorism while building relations with neighboring countries. If a state 

is failed to cope up with the terrorism in its territory, which eventually going to spread cross- 

border, the other regional states should point out this flaw and offer their cooperation, if 

necessary, to contain the menace. The South Asian states must stand with its neighboring 

states and extend their strategic cooperation to curb the terrorism. That being said, India and 

Bangladesh should cooperate with Nepal in its bid to contain the Maoist militants and devote 

fifty per cent (50%) of its developmental budget to cope up with the terrorists. The South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) could come forward to show its 

solidarity with Nepal during this critical time and help save the national integrity of this South 

Asian state.  

A joint security organization in South Asia is the call of the time. Three major wars and 

countless border clashes have occurred between the two major military powers in South Asia, 

Indian and Pakistan, and the whole world is apprehensive regarding a future nuclear war 

between these states on the issue of Kashmir. On the other hand, Nepal‘s national integrity is 

in jeopardy due to the unbridled and unstoppable Maoist militant activities, and Afghanistan 

is still partially under the control of Afghan government based in Kabul and rest of the 
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country is divided among warlords, drug dealers, and Taliban militants. This dire situation 

demands for a collective response from all the South Asian countries to handle such daunting 

tasks. This is where the idea of a ―Joint South Asian Security Organization‖ springs up 

(Srimal, 2019). 

The foundation of this ―Joint South Asian Security Organization‖ will be built on NATO 

structure. Such a security organization would bring the regional states closer to each other 

both militarily and politically. The joint military exercises, training and one single motto of 

maintaining peace in the region would give it indomitable strength against both internal and 

external threats. A great deal of awareness of the advantage and potential of the mechanism 

required for conducting a successful peacekeeping operation in the field, can be achieved 

from the seminars on peacekeeping. The South Asian nations should arrange more 

symposiums regarding the UN-peacekeeping operation, so to get a better understanding of 

such operations, which would eventually help in preparing in this regard. To train the 

peacekeeping soldiers better, to make them capable of responding to various different 

situations in variety of different locations, it is necessary to conduct more field training 

exercises (Lina, 2009). The South Asian states should join to organize such anti-terrorism 

drills with a number of different global peacekeeping forces i.e. UNO and NATO in order to 

get their soldiers maximum exposure to various other techniques and share experiences and 

faculties among the soldiers participating in such exercises. 

In order to build the environment of trust and cooperation among the South Asian countries, it 

is essential to set up an institutionalized security structure in the region. The absence of it has 

been impeding the development of building an amiable environment among the states in this 

region to safeguard the geographical integrity of all the member states. Containing almost one 

fourth of the total population of the world, South Asia hosts forty three per cent (43%) of the 

poor people of the world. Despite, being 20% to 25% of the global population; its share in the 

global Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is not more than two per cent. Poverty and illiteracy 

have become an identity of this region. With low literacy level and poor health conditions and 

sanitization, the life expectancy is lower than many other regions in the world. It does not 

seem to be possible that the region, on the whole, would be able to meet the global standards 

of development any time sooner as it is not able even to catch up with the developing 

countries in terms of living standards and social development. To address all the 

aforementioned issues and guard the interests of the people in the region, it is needed to 

elevate the standard of governance and devise the policies which would help in improving the 

life standard.  

The elements of peace and stability are interlinked with each other. To foster economic and 

political stability, it is necessary to bring peace in the region. Likely, if the balance of peace is 
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disturbed due to whatever reason, the economic and political stability could not be 

guaranteed. Poverty and unemployment are considered to be the usual causes of political and 

social unrest and even the militancy. It is, therefore, essential that the South Asian nations, 

individually as well as on the whole as a unit on a single platform, bring up such policies 

which would be helpful in their quest for reducing the poverty level in the region. The South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) platform could be used in expediting 

the joint efforts of the regional states for providing assistance to the South Asian states on the 

basis of their economic conditions (Srimal, 2019). 

The countries in the region should take immediate measures to relax the trade regulations and 

facilitate the trade and commerce institutions to help boost up the economy in the region. 

There is an immediate need for institutionalization of trade and infrastructure development 

sectors to increase the efficiency and output of the efforts to bring peace in the region through 

regional cooperation. Every nation in the region needs to initiate a national reconciliation 

process to bring all the social and political factions at the same page to bring stability in the 

country which would eventually attract the local as well as foreign investment. As most of the 

South Asian countries are dealing with the curse of corruption and negligence on government 

level which, subsequently, discourages the foreign investment and waste of precious financial 

resources. Thus, each and every nation in the region must introduce administrative and 

constitutional reforms to handle these challenges. 

In promoting trade among the states in South Asian region, South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) can play a pivotal role. To make SAARC a platform 

workable on the optimum level, all member nations need to join the efforts to resolve the 

issues and challenges. A coordinated strategy for development needs to be devised by the 

regional states to pave the way for a broader cooperation among the South Asian nations. The 

civil societies and the government institutions should work on a mechanism to help support 

the progress and development process and equal and just distribution of resources, improving 

the transport and communication facilities (Srimal, 2019, pp. 51-53). Building highways 

which connect all the regional countries and help the landlocked countries to reach the ports 

would play a major role in promoting trade and attracting investment in the region. 

With the intention of attracting foreign investment, India and Bangladesh are giving more 

freedom to their economies to reduce the obstacles caused by government interference which, 

subsequently, impedes the flow of money in the market. These revolutionary actions of 

democratization of the commerce and trade, being taken up by India and Bangladesh, should 

be endorsed by the international community. There is a need to form a new policy by the 

state, to carry out the efforts to diminish poverty effectively. To fulfill the basic needs of the 

poor circles of the society and also guaranteeing their basic human and civil rights, it is 
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essential for the governments to follow new models and norms since the current ones are not 

proved being up to the mark in achieving these goals. Currently, it is widely believed that the 

social disturbances are the part and parcel of changes and reforms made in the socio-

economic structure for the development of a society and they cannot be avoided. This does 

not coincide with the modern and productive way of viewing the social challenges. This 

archaic way of looking at the problems needs to be changed which prevails in the government 

institutions and policy making entities all across South Asia. There is no denying the fact that 

the primary requirement for initiating a sustainable growth is based on a balance in social 

development. The large portion of population must be able to avail the benefits of the socio-

economic development projects and the draw backs need to be minimized through effective 

pro-poor policies.  

It is imperative to create a foolproof procedure to handle the disadvantages of potential 

uncertainty relating to the foreign exchange market and the capital flow, prior to taking mass 

liberalization of economy. To monitor any such developments and analyze the outcome, the 

United Nations can play a primarily important role in framing an effective institutional 

methodology. To bring prosperity and stability in South Asia, it is essential to address the 

issue focal point of destabilization in the region which is the result of decade‘s long hostility 

between the two neighboring South Asian countries, Pakistan and India. So as to reduce the 

tensions in the bilateral relation of the two countries, it is vital to neutralize the general 

expression of ―the enemy‖ which has permeated through all social and political circles in the 

two countries. This negative perception about each other affects the process of decision-

making on both sides. This negative way of viewing each other with the perception of ―the 

enemy‖ has been growing stronger and stronger, since independence, due to three wars fought 

on the long-drawn Kashmir issue. The United Nations can play a very important part in 

reducing the tension between the two countries. The regional and global players‘ interference 

in the regional politics should be minimized and United Nations should expand its role in 

addressing the social and political grievances of both, the people and the states. A number of 

steps can be taken to tone down the distrust in the people of India and Pakistan, through 

tourism and students exchange programs and the media can play a vital role in bringing 

people from both sides closer and create a friendly environment. Promoting bilateral trade and 

organizing cultural exchange and understanding workshops would also help reducing the 

hostile perception on both sides (Saeed & Ali, 2019). 

It is important to create a climate favorable to bilateral talks and eventually reach towards 

negotiations. South Asia can be put on track to progress and development by following a 

trade-friendly and objective approach for building mutual trust and confidence. Due to the 

ongoing surge in the religious nationalist trends in South Asia, this region has become the 
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most inimical place to host religious pluralism. In order to maintain sustainable peace and 

stability and to discourage the militant trends in the society, it is essential to promote religious 

diversity in the region instead of fostering religious uniformity, which will be resulted into 

peace and prosperity in the region. 

The cooperation in the field of trade would be in the benefit of all the countries in South Asia, 

bringing them closer and helping in mitigating the differences and restore peace and security. 

For example, Nepal and Bhutan would be able to sell the surplus amount of electricity; they 

produce through hydropower which is environment-friendly, to India. In this way, India 

would be able to replace its expensive source of energy generated by imported fossil fuels. In 

broader view, this would have positive effects not only for these countries‘ economy but also 

for the environment. The local markets set up at borders of the neighboring countries could 

help in curbing the disease of illegal trade of goods as the commodities are legally sold over 

the border in such markets which reduce the charm for smuggling (Ishtiaq, 1981, pp. 11-17). 

This act can help building new bilateral economic and cultural relations and reviving the one 

faded away due to political differences. This step would greatly help in uplifting the income 

of the traders on both sides of border.  

The South Asian nations should ease the restrictions in air travel within the region. India and 

Sri Lanka have already taken up this measure and both countries are getting the benefits of it, 

today. The most fitting measure in this Air Service Agreement was the softening the 

regulations in respect to pricing and routes. Other South Asian countries could also follow the 

same pattern and make the air travel among the countries in the region more feasible and 

easier. The South Asian countries should address the main reason which halts the rapid 

increase of trade in the region. There are some certain obstacles which do not let the intra-

state trade and commerce activities flourish. Tariff is one of the reasons hampering the boost 

up of trade in the region. The reduction in various types of tariff could help open the market 

and provide more opportunities for the traders and the consumers on both sides of the border. 

This, in turn, would help increase the volume of commerce activities and bringing people and 

governments on both sides of the border closer to each other.  

The open border is another option which should be highlighted during South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Summits. The European Union (EU) can be 

taken as a tried and tested example of the open borders. The South Asian nations should try to 

follow the EU model, if not immediately, at least it could be done gradually by easing the 

regulations in a step by step manner. Since South Asia is considered to be a prominent 

contributor in United Nations peacekeeping missions, offering its troops whenever required 

by United Nations, they should be given appropriate and just participation in the United 

Nations‘ headquarters‘ posts. The appointment of the force commanders and high-level staff 
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should be carried out from among the countries of this region. Due to these measures, the 

representation of South Asian states would amplify in the United Nations and the interaction 

of the South Asian soldiers and staff with that of other nations would broaden their view and 

they will bring back new values and norms from the developed and developing countries back 

to their homeland which would help in transforming the intellectually backward society. 

5.4: Role of SAARC in South Asia   

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) has not performed up to the 

mark role in forming a grand strategy for the region to exchange cooperation between the 

states in the fields of trade, technology and investment (Srimal, 2019, p. 4). The area of trade 

and commerce holds the core importance for the development of a state or region. This 

esteemed organization must come forward with a solution to remedy the grievances of the 

region and mitigate the differences between the nations to boost up the process of 

liberalization in intraregional travel and trade. The foundation of a joint Business Committee 

should be given the top priority for the purpose of promoting investment streaming in the 

region with cooperation of private sectors of all the countries in the region. This would 

greatly help in conducting the analysis of the importance of Multinational Corporations 

(MNCs) and form a policy for trade and commerce promotion following the research data 

therein. These and similar other steps would be of great help in promoting harmony across 

South Asia.  

With the consensus of all the member nations of SAARC, an all-inclusive regional 

commission needs to be established evaluating the prospects and the effects of local and 

foreign investment which are needed for the economic development of this region. This 

economic development will help elevate the standard of living of the people in this region, 

strengthening the social fabric and brining harmony and prosperity across the region. The 

South Asian countries need to set up a liberalized mechanism in their countries to facilitate 

the regional investors where the business community and investors do not need to go through 

strict scrutiny. This would be helpful in technology transfer and boosting the industry, 

commerce and trade in the region.   

The underdeveloped or weaker economies of the region could be assisted to make a 

substantial progress via allowing them to convert their currencies with that of comparatively 

more developed countries in the region, on limited scale, by the capital account for a 

predetermined period of time for the purpose of investment. Both the private and public sector 

should be given rewards to encourage them to enhance their efforts in case they meet the 

basic investment benchmark. The advantages of free trade conditions should be offered by the 

countries to the foreign investors from within South Asia. The South Asian nations could 
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either create an organization imitating the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) or 

collaborate with it in their quest to improve the security conditions in the region. Two of the 

current eight members of SCO, India and Pakistan, are from South Asia (Galantini, Luca, & 

Costalli, 2020). 

 It would be in the greater interest of this region as well as the surrounding nations i.e. China, 

Iran, Central Asia Republics, and Russia to collaborate in carrying out effective measures to 

contain the terrorism and radicalization through the exchange of intelligence and crackdown 

on separatist movements and terrorist organizations. Various other illegal activities which are 

threatening the security and peace in the region, including rooting out the smuggling of 

firearms, narcotics and illegal migration, also require the joint efforts by the member states of 

SAARC and SCO (Galantini, Luca, & Costalli, 2020, pp. 12-13). Since Pakistan has been 

taking the brunt of most of the geopolitical crisis in the region, it should, therefore, be the first 

priority of this country to frame its foreign policy in a manner which helps minimizing the 

fallout of super powers‘ intervention in South Asia. On its East, Pakistan shares border with 

India, a hostile neighbor with whom it has never been in good relationship and fought several 

wars, and on the West, with Afghanistan which has long been going through political unrest 

and civil war, starting from Soviet military interference.  

The situation in Afghanistan calls for following a pragmatic approach instead of a subjective 

and ideological one like India has been successfully forwarding with. On one hand, India 

builds close military, strategic and economic ties with Soviet Union and, on the other hand, 

Indian relations with United States of America and the West remained friendly and based on 

mutual cooperation in economic and diplomatic fields. This way, New Delhi managed to 

maintain strategic balance in establishing the bilateral relations with the two rivaling super 

powers. Pakistani policy making entities should try to imitate this brilliant foreign policy 

sketch as contrived by India for its national interests. There is not an objectively good or bad 

country in this world; rather, it is subjective to the vested interests of nations which make a 

nation look either friend or foe.  

In South Asian region, both Pakistan and India enjoy a significant geopolitical stature due to 

the particular geostrategic and geographic emplacement of each. Since this region has been 

undergoing decade‘s long political and economic crisis, mostly due to the constant 

intervention of global powers and both these countries have been the main stakeholders in this 

scenario, the key to abolish this external intervention and bring peace and stability in the 

region is in establishing amiable relations with each other. This would open the door of 

numerous opportunities for all the nations in this region. The peaceful relations between New 

Delhi and Islamabad could usher a new dawn of progress in this region.  It is, therefore, 

necessary for Pakistan to take initiative towards de-escalation in the region. The global 
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players push their agenda in the wake of political and military escalation in the region, 

specifically, the endless military conflict in Afghanistan and Kashmir dispute. The importance 

of peace and stability for Pakistan is far greater than it is for any other country in the region 

since both India and Bangladesh are on the track of speedy economic growth while Pakistan 

seems to be on a slippery slope of economic turmoil. It is, therefore, of prime importance for 

Pakistan to find out workable solutions to minimize the hostilities among the South Asian 

nations. 

If we look at the ongoing geopolitical plight of this region, we can clearly see a set pattern in 

the economic down fall and political instability. A slow but steady economic growth 

prevailed in the region before Soviet-Afghan military conflict. The moment conflict started 

escalating the foreign investment started draining out of the region. The political instability in 

Afghanistan has cost directly to Pakistan in terms of security and economy. The political 

disturbance in Afghanistan directly correlates with the economic development and security 

situation in Pakistan and it further affects security situation in India (Ali, 2020, p. 160). It is, 

therefore, imperative to put maximum effort in reducing the political escalation in 

Afghanistan. Pakistan should adopt a policy of non-interference towards Afghanistan and 

extend its cooperation towards the current Afghan regime in Kabul to sort out the long-

standing issues. The proxy war which is being fought between various global and regional 

powers in the state of Afghanistan is adversely affecting the economy and stability of 

Pakistan. These challenges should be addressed in a pragmatic and unbiased manner so as to 

find a feasible way out. Pakistan and Afghanistan need to establish a joint high-level 

commission in order to share intelligence with each other to help minimize the terrorist 

activities and narcotic and arms movement in the region. This would directly impact the 

economic growth of Pakistan, while on the other hand, in broader aspect, whole region would 

reap the benefits of peace and stability.  

It is the need of the hour that the key South Asian nations, India and Pakistan should 

commence joint venture in bringing stability in the region in collaboration with Afghan 

government, and other stakeholders. Iran and China, though not situated in South Asia, hold 

enormous potential in bringing stability in South Asia. Iran needs a stable Afghanistan in its 

North to get rid of militancy in its bordering region with Baluchistan and Afghanistan, while 

it is in the greater interest of the People‘s Republic of China that peace prevails in 

Afghanistan which would eventually help secure its trade routes and its mining operation in 

Afghanistan, for rare earth minerals. A stable and peaceful Afghanistan would be an attraction 

for foreign investment and since it being a land-locked country, Pakistan could reap immense 

benefits of providing logistic, air and ground travel facilities to this newly developing 
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country. This would greatly help in bringing prosperity and happiness for the people in this 

region.  

Thus, the first thing that needs to be done to achieve this goal is to stop waging any proxy war 

and supporting the Islamic fundamentalists in Afghanistan. The second and immediate step 

should be financial and technical assistance of Afghan government to help re-build the war-

torn country. The infrastructure development is a part of the second step as without roads and 

bridges it would not be possible to effectively milking the benefits of the enormous natural 

resources in that country. Unfortunately, the peace and stability in the region do not get along 

well with the agenda and interests of the super powers. Both Russia and United States are the 

leading arms manufacturers and sellers (Weapons sales are on the rise — here are the top 10 

countries exporting arms around the world, 2018). The peace among the nations in the region 

would lead to exceptional cut in defense spending and, in addition to this; the regional powers 

would proceed towards building a strategic and economic working partnership which could 

potentially close the door for super powers‘ intervention. It is, therefore, crucial for all the 

countries in the region to enhance their joint efforts to strengthen their economic and 

diplomatic ties.  

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is a readily available 

platform which could be made more effective in mitigating the differences among the 

regional countries and build enduring economic partnership which would, eventually, help in 

tackling the economic and security related challenges in the region. Both India and Pakistan 

should step forward towards Confidence Building Measures (CBMs).  Both countries should 

try to overcome the internal pressures and challenges raised by the anti-peace lobbies on both 

sides of the border. These hardliners keep trying to jeopardize and fail any serious and 

effective effort taken by the elected governments of both the countries. With regard to resolve 

the long-drawn Kashmir conflict, a Foreign Ministers level meeting was called by the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan, to be held in September between Pakistan and India during 

the seventy third session of the United Nations‘ General Assembly. In the beginning, New 

Delhi showed willingness in taking part in the Summit and the Indian high officials were set 

to meet with their counterparts in New York. However, the meeting was cancelled by India 

following a terrorist attack in Indian controlled part of Kashmir which cost the lives of several 

Indian police officers by the hands of Islamic militants.  

On one hand, Pakistani government was taking initiative to hold the dialogue between the two 

countries for peaceful resolution of the long-drawn issue of Kashmir, on the other hand, 

Pakistani deep state was launching the postal stamps glorifying the Kashmiri insurgents. This 

is not the first incident wherein the peace dialogue initiative taken by an elected government 

has been sabotaged by the deep state actors. In December 2015, the then Pakistani Prime 
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Minister, Nawaz Sharif, took a bold initiative and arranged Indian Prime Minister, Narendra 

Modi‘s visit to Lahore (Saeed & Ali, 2019). This was the part of a serious and highly 

ambitious effort on part of both elected governments to find out a peaceful resolution to the 

long-standing Kashmir conflict but the deep-state came into action and sabotaged this historic 

effort of building confidence between the two rivaling neighbors and look for a peaceful and 

workable resolution of the mutual disputes. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was blatantly 

accused of being traitor merely for his efforts to release the tensions between the two 

countries. Therefore, no further progress was made in this regard and all these efforts went 

into vain. Such unfortunate incidents undermine the prospects of building peace in the region 

and hamper the prospects of broader and fruitful regional cooperation among the South Asian 

nations. It is, therefore, crucial for both countries to work out the policies and solutions to first 

counter the deep-state and then proceed with the confidence building measures and finally 

look for a feasible and peaceful resolve of the bilateral issues.  

Out of all South Asian nations, India, Pakistan and Afghanistan are the nations which have to 

deal with the most territorial and geopolitical issues in this region. Fundamentally, there are 

two major approaches towards resolving the apparently insolvable issues in this region. 

Firstly, the nations involved in a dispute could bring the issue to an international organization 

for i.e. UNSC or the International Court of Justice and honor the decision made by these 

global institutions. However, looking at the past history of arbitration by such entities, one 

cannot much hopeful for a widely acceptable and near to an uncontroversial resolution of a 

regional or global issue. Although, the international organizations do not seem to be able to 

resolve every other geopolitical, diplomatic and territorial issue across the globe, the 

significance of these organizations such as UNSC is undeniable in maintaining peace around 

the globe. 

It is, therefore, recommended that Pakistan, Afghanistan and India should come to an 

agreement on seeking United Nations‘ arbitration to resolve the long-standing issues which 

could potentially cause a regional war among these nations at some point. In the current 

global scenario, where Oval office is being run by Trump administration, the United States 

seems to be least inclined in taking an active part in any regional politics, instead, the Trump 

administration is putting immense efforts in minimizing the U.S military role in Afghanistan 

and the current U.S. troops‘ withdrawal endorses this theory. It is, therefore, a remarkable 

opportunity for Pakistan and other South Asian nations to form a joint commission to resolve 

the regional conflicts which are putting the peace and security at jeopardy in South Asia. The 

situation in Afghanistan has direct impact on Pakistan politics and economy, and it affects 

India indirectly. All the three South Asian nations, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India have 

consistently been reaching out to the global institutions and Super powers for the resolution of 
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their regional geopolitical and territorial disputes but in spite of all these decades long efforts 

the majority of the key issues still remain unresolved and haunting the region.   

Thus, it becomes the need of the hour to look for the solution for all the regional conflicts and 

issues with the help of regional organizations and nations. The South Asian nations should 

strengthen their diplomatic and economic ties and the strong institutional foundations like 

SAARC could play an important role in bringing all the South Asian nations on a platform 

and help to find a workable solution for the regional disputes and conflicts (Srimal, 2019). It 

is the utmost responsibility of the leadership of South Asian countries to build more amiable 

relationships to enhance regional cooperation on the basis of shared interests and norms. The 

elevating mutual cooperation and economic ties will help mitigating the cultural and political 

differences among the nations and pave the way to find out peaceful resolution for most, if 

not all, of the issues in the region.  

Since both Pakistan and India acknowledge the United Nations‘ decision for holding a 

plebiscite in Kashmir, both countries should work together in demilitarization of the Kashmir 

valley. The Kashmir issue needs to be resolved through ballet instead of bullet and it is, 

therefore, necessary to de-escalate the region to make the referendum possible. Pakistan 

should make certain arrangements to stop the Jihadi outfits from cross-border infiltration into 

Indian-administered part of Kashmir while India should also try to reduce the number of 

troops to a certain level, as a Confidence Building Measure. What, both India and Pakistan, 

could achieve through peace in a month cannot be achieved in years with this hostile 

situation. Honoring UN resolution could open the doors of progress and overall development 

of this region. It would pave the way for reduction in enormous unproductive defense budget 

of both nations and these financial resources would later be allocated for infrastructure 

development and economic growth.  

Pakistan and India, both, need to keep sharing intelligence information with each other to 

mitigate the terrorist activities just like both nations tried to cooperate in 2016 following the 

terrorist attack in Pathankot, India. This type of bilateral cooperation between the civil 

administrations on both sides would greatly contribute in warding off the menace of terrorism 

in this region which has a decade‘s long history of violence and destruction. These terrorist 

attacks and the violent activities of terrorist organizations have always been responsible for 

overturning the joint efforts of holding peace dialogue between India and Pakistan. In other 

words, these terrorist outfits are carrying out the global Super powers‘ agenda in this region, 

of divide and rule, which needs to be taken care of before making any meaningful progress 

towards peace-building measures. 
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5.5: Diplomatic Options for Pakistan  

Pakistan should enhance its diplomatic efforts to help facilitate the US, Russia and China‘s 

ambitions to have negotiations with Afghan Taliban. This would greatly help in diminishing 

the influence of the forces exploiting the regional conflicts and getting stronger, politically 

and militarily. It is in the best interest of Pakistan to use all its diplomatic resources to 

promote the current efforts of bringing peace in Afghanistan in particular, and in South Asia 

in general. The best part is, other than the key global players US, Russia and China, the South 

Asian key powers, India and Afghanistan, are willing to become a part of these ongoing peace 

efforts. Once peace is restored in Afghanistan, Pakistan would be the first to reap the benefits 

out of this situation, and on the whole entire South Asian region would prosper.  

Since there is a consensus on the fact that the regional cooperation is essential for making 

progress in South Asia and it is in the best interest of the three key nations of this region, 

India, Pakistan and Afghanistan, these nations need to cooperate with the international 

community and try to resolve their issues under the rules set up by the United Nations. 

Pakistan and India should resort to the shared interests and values to ease the tensions and 

enhance cooperation in the sectors of mutual interest. Above all, both nations should boost the 

diplomatic efforts to bring peace in Afghanistan. Pakistan should extend its strategic 

cooperation to the Afghan government to help eradicate the lawlessness, terrorism and 

narcotics production and supply in the region. In addition to international organization like 

U.N.O and regional organization of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC), the platform of Shanghai Cooperation Organization that is formed and let by 

China with the help of Russia to address the regional security issues, could be used by India, 

Pakistan and Afghanistan for the peaceful resolution of their bilateral and multilateral issues.  

Pakistan can take the benefit of soaring influence of Russia and China at global theatre to find 

a peaceful resolution of the long standing territorial issues in the region. Since India and 

China are engaged in around $75 billion bilateral trade, it provides great opportunity for New 

Delhi to capitalize this situation to attain Chinese cooperation in bringing peace in the South 

Asian region (INDIA, 2019). With the help of China and Russia, sustainable and beneficial 

security teamwork could be setup in this region. This would include, primarily, India, 

Pakistan and Afghanistan with the diplomatic and political assistance of Russia and China to 

foster productive security exchange. An interesting yet controversial opinion of nuclear 

deterrence is getting popular in this region on both sides of the border, in India and Pakistan. 

Since both India and Pakistan have fought three full scale wars starting from Kashmir in 1948 

and then in 1965 and 1971, subsequently, but there has not been any other full-scale military 

conflict since both nations attained nuclear capability and lethal missile system.  



(Page 131 of 180) 
 

The nuclear deterrence is, therefore, considered to be an important element in maintaining 

peace among the most hostile nations in this region. It is, therefore, deemed necessary for 

both India and Pakistan to ramp up their nuclear arsenal which, in turn, would keep both 

nations from carrying out aggression against each other and make them respect the 

international borders and the Line of Control. It is believed by the high officials of both 

nations that it is this nuclear deterrent that is keeping a strategic balance in the region. 

However, there is a general consensus on the ultimate importance of stability of this 

deterrence to avoid a catastrophic event. It is, therefore, crucial for both rivaling nuclear 

neighbors to develop a joint nuclear command and control mechanism. If nuclear arms can 

guarantee peace in this region, then this ability should be maintained with greater regulations 

and responsibility. Both India and Pakistan need to prioritize in addressing the issues of 

stability of the boundaries and come up with bilateral treaties on these crucial and sensitive 

issues. 

The cultural similarities and shared religious and cultural values prevailing in both countries 

could be made use of in promoting peace and mitigating the differences which, in turn, would 

foster stability in the region. On the good side, since last couple of years, the economic 

growth in South Asian region is outshining rest of the world, with India and Bangladesh 

making significant progress in industry and trade. The recent annual growth of being 7.0% in 

this region supersedes that of East Asia, including China, Southeast Asia and the Pacific. The 

South Asian nations must work out a collective financial policy or mechanism to maintain 

this remarkable accomplishment. This would require constant financial reforms and both 

internal and external investment to be allocated in the specific areas with full transparency 

(How South Asia can Continue as World‘s Fastest Growing Subregion, 2019). 

The South Asian nations should form a joint financial action task force to assist the 

underdeveloped economies. Although the region is enjoying the best economic growth in the 

whole world, there are still some nations which need economic assistance to catch up with the 

overall economic growth in the region. Sri Lanka and Pakistan are both going through a 

constant current account shortfall and both nations are compelled to reach out global financial 

institutions and developed economies for financial aid and loans. The foreign loans have been 

causing several issues in this region related to security and geopolitics. It is generally 

observed that the global players who extend financial assistance to underdeveloped 

economies tend to push their political and strategic agenda in the region which, eventually, 

compromises the peace and security of the whole region.  

Afghanistan is another South Asian nation, which needs immediate and massive financial 

support to help them build up their infrastructure and bring economic stability which would 

eventually help in bringing political stability in the region. Currently, Afghanistan‘s growth 
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rate is around 2%, and this country is ranked as the poorest country not only in South Asia, 

but in the entire Asian continent. Bordering with Pakistan, the stability in this South Asian 

country is crucial for Pakistan as well as for several other neighboring countries. It is, 

therefore, advisable for Pakistani leadership to convince the South Asian nations to commit 

joint efforts to help this nation in both economic and security sectors for the greater benefit of 

entire region. Since Afghanistan is facing decades long political and security crisis, it has to 

rely mostly on foreign aid from U.S and United Nations, and several other countries to meet 

the long standing security and political challenges.   

Pakistan needs to make some structural reforms in the areas of economics and administration 

to cope up with the economic crisis which are directly correlated to the peace and security in 

the region and their significance in overall progress of the state is undeniable. Seeking help 

from international institutions and organizations to solve several regional and economic issues 

is apparently not harmful for the national interests of a country and for the region, yet, all the 

regional nations, especially, Pakistan and India needs to cooperate with one another to cope 

up with these challenges so as to avoid any foreign intervention in the region.  

Like several South Asian nations, Pakistan needs to take up a massive development plan and 

make revolutionary reforms to bring political stability in the country and strengthen the 

diplomatic and civil governing institutions. Several South Asian nations have been working 

on short and long term economic recovery plans including Bhutan which is working on a five-

year plan to revive and strengthen their economy. Bangladesh‘s government made a 

commitment of rapid economic development and they have been successfully carrying out 

their agenda. Nepal is striving towards attracting foreign investment on a scale never been 

done before in that country. Pakistani leadership needs to formulate a workable and 

revolutionary plan for socio-economic development and this cannot be done successfully 

without de-escalation with its neighboring countries, India and Afghanistan. 

Underdeveloped and small economies could also benefit from the ongoing slow global 

economy and trade activities due to the oil war between Russia and OPEC (Oil Producing and 

Exporting Countries) nations. Pakistan should take optimum advantage from this situation 

and import as much crude oil on the current low prices as possible. This would help in 

diminishing the cost of production and transportation once the oil prices come back to the 

normal price levels. With a strong economy and extra oil reserves at its disposal, Pakistan 

would be in a much better strategic position to negotiate on almost all geopolitical issues. 

Pakistan and other underdeveloped economies in the region are mostly relying on domestic 

demand unlike most of the developing or developed nations. Owing to this, the economy of 

such countries as Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan is least affected from the ongoing 

global economic crisis and their economic growth does not fall below a certain mark. 
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5.6: Conclusion 

The South Asian nations should use several regional and international platforms including 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO), Asian Development Bank (ADB) and International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) through joint diplomatic efforts making the global financial establishments to provide 

special stimulus for South Asia to help them align with international markets and reap the 

benefits. Hosting more than 1.8 billion of the world‘s population, the South Asian region is 

not only a huge market but also provides massive man power that could be utilized by 

international investment regimes to cut their costs of manufacturing and resulting in the influx 

of investment and job opportunities for the region. This would greatly help in bringing socio-

economic stability in the region and mitigate the negative and destructive effects of decades-

long insurgency and the proxy wars being fought between the global super powers in this 

region. South Asian nations could harvest immense economic and trade benefits from the 

integrated regional market as this region lacks in one. The inclusion helps in broadening the 

access of regional and national businesses and traders towards international markets and 

provides more opportunities for trade and commerce. These measures would not only garner 

economic benefits for the nations in the region but also make the territorial and political 

differences fade away.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Page 134 of 180) 
 

                                                                                             CHAPTER-06 

CONCLUSION / RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1: Conclusion 

There is a consensus among the analysts and scholars around the globe that the relations 

between Islamabad and Moscow are based largely on biased and unrealistic approach rather 

than objective and realistic one. The opportunities to build productive and amiable relations 

have been lost by both nations due to repeated and periodic incidents of misjudgment and 

failure to understand each other‘s stand on regional and strategic issues. There is a number of 

different areas where the interests of both nations coincide and a number of opportunities for 

mutual cooperation and investment have also been wasted away by the policymakers and 

leaderships of both the countries. Both nations have once again been provided with the chance 

to revive the bilateral ties owing to the current global political scenario. There is a tremendous 

amount of opportunities for both, Russia and Pakistan, to exchange financial and technical 

assistance in the fields of security, trade, industry, energy and infrastructure. Both countries 

can contribute in improving the situation of regional and global security, political stability and 

regional peace in South Asia by joint counterterrorist efforts. Their cooperation in the fields 

of trade, energy and industry could bring about a dramatic change in the current slow pace of 

economic progress in the region and could become a source of stability, peace and prosperity 

for the entire region.  

It goes without saying that inception of Pakistan‘s diplomatic relations with the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), Indo-US deal regarding atomic energy and weapons, 

high-sounded clamor of American New World Order in the wake of catastrophic events of 

9/11, rise of United States as the sole super power of the world, American endeavor to contain 

China in Indian Ocean Region (IOR), American struggle to put obstacles in the way of 

Russian Federation to halt it from entering into South Asian and world power politics arena, 

once again, in post-Cold War atmosphere, are widely trodden paths in the existing literature. 

Nonetheless, there was a scarcity of material regarding Pak-Russia relations in the Post-Cold 

War period. This dissertation would have given birth to an understandably logical cohesion 

between glaring regional and international moorings. This dissertation would become an 

extraneous fortitude to bridge up the academic gulf in the existing literature. Resultantly-cum-

logically, this effort would amount to the level of original contribution to the existing 

knowledge regarding Pak-Russia relations in Post-Cold War era. 

The geostrategic significance of both Pakistan and Russia is not merely confined to their own 

respective regions but their role in the realm of international politics is obvious. Overlooking 
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the importance of Soviet Union and building entirely pro-U.S. foreign policy has proven to be 

a historic mistake made by Pakistani leadership and the policymaking institutions after the 

state of Pakistan came into existence. The injudicious decision to prefer U.S. over Soviet 

Union was made due to lack of ability on the part of Pakistani elite to conduct a rational and 

realistic analysis by brushing aside their personal biases. India, however, has been remained 

quite successful in making a judicious and rational decision of establishing amiable relations 

with both the superpowers with great success. India has always been the ability to analyze 

political and strategic dynamics in an unbiased and pragmatic way backed by mutual trust that 

played a vital role in laying the foundation of beneficial bilateral relationship between India 

and the two superpowers of Cold War era.  

The Pak-Russia relations have always been lacked in these two fundamental elements. The 

history of Pak-Russia bilateral relations is marred with misconceptions and biased judgments 

made by the leadership of both sides since the parameters of perceiving each other‘s strategic 

and political standpoint were based on a third-party perspective instead of mutual interests. 

While moving towards establishing sustainable bilateral relations, both Russia and Pakistan 

should have to consider the India factor. The decades long, deep bilateral ties between New 

Delhi and Moscow could impede the development in building the relations between 

Islamabad and Moscow. The long-term and sustainable partnership could be formed only 

through a cautious and well-planned movement towards the goal with an objective and 

realistic approach. A partnership which is forged in a hurry, without considering the ground 

realities and their impact on the long-term strategic interests of both the nations, can barely 

survive in any complex strategic and diplomatic scenario.  

Ever since Russia joined the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), it has become quite 

feasible for Pakistan to persuade Russian investors to pump their investment in the Special 

Industrial Zones (SIZs)‖, built alongside the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 

from one part of the country to the other. This could prove to be a game-changer opportunity 

for Pakistan‘s economic growth, benefitting both the public and private sectors in the country. 

A commercial adviser could be assigned by Islamabad under the supervision of Pakistan‘s 

High Commission to Moscow, with the sole motive to organize the trade exhibitions and 

exchange of commercial and trade delegations between the two countries. Linking Gwadar 

port to Moscow with the help of a railway line running through Central Asia could also be 

another option for Pakistan, which could be materialized through Russian investment and 

technical assistance.  

The absence of reciprocal branch-banking setup between Russia and Pakistan is another great 

hurdle in the economic partnership between the two countries and this could be sorted out by 

constituting a banking system which could help in processing the financial transactions 
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between the two countries, directly. Both, Russia and Pakistan can form a joint Pak-Russia 

Commission for defense cooperation to institutionalize the bilateral defense relations. This 

Commission would be in a position to summon joint annual meetings between the military 

officials of both countries to exchange suggestions on training, military exercises and upgrade 

the military hardware and the battle tactics. Pakistan could also gain Russian help in its quest 

to upgrade the ―Heavy Mechanical Industries (HMI).‖ The exchange of regular 

parliamentarians‘ visits, and various civil government bodies could help bridge up the social 

gap between the two nations. The annual joint summits between the academic, and exchange 

of students of the two nations could help in bringing the two countries closer.  

The media outlets and celebrities from both sides could also play a pivotal role in achieving 

the objective of extending the bilateral relationship beyond the sphere of inter-government 

political matters. Analyzing the situation in a realistic and rational way, while choosing a 

friend or foe, holds utmost importance in geopolitics. The foreign policy decisions based on 

pragmatic approach have always been proven beneficial for those nations who have followed 

this principle while making the decisions. More than half century long turmoil and hostility to 

which both Russia and Pakistan have gone through, the two sides have developed a mutual 

comprehension and realization of the importance of getting along with each other. Both sides 

have taken several noticeable steps towards reducing the disparities in their mutual 

relationship during the last couple of years.  

With respect to the recent changes on the horizon of global politics, it becomes imperative for 

both the nations to collaborate with each other in various areas of joint interest, i.e. trade, 

industry, energy and security to muster the strategic and economic benefits, and also to 

contribute in maintaining the peace and stability in the South Asian region. A critical analysis 

of the history of relations between Russia and Pakistan can help us to find out the crucial 

points which could be proven quite useful in devising a result-oriented foreign policy to 

achieve the desired strategic goals. A brief review of history of Pak-Russia relations could be 

remarkably helpful to take care of Pakistan‘s interests, and helps in mustering more benefits 

from Pak-Russia bilateral ties.   

The Russian political elite, which took over political control after the disintegration of Soviet 

Union, has still not been able to get over the whim of past glory of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics (USSR). These political elite consider themselves as the rightful heir of 

the former Soviet Empire and they seem to be determined to restore their hegemonic status in 

the international politics. The aforementioned elements in Russian society indicate that Russia 

would try to revive its Cold War era‘s role in South Asia. The recent Russia-Taliban peace 

talks and back-door diplomacy points out to the growing interest of Russia in the geopolitics 

of South Asia, and this entire scenario demands an objective analysis by Pakistani 
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policymaking entities to form the future course of action judiciously. Unlike the past, Pakistan 

should keep a balance between Russia, United States and China, and try to maintain amiable 

relations with all global players in pursuing its goals of national interests. 

Pakistani High Commission in Russia should try to establish relations with the pragmatic 

Nationalist circles in Russia to form a lobby, since these social and political circles promote 

the ideas which are seemingly the most popular and reasonable among all other political 

suggestions. The proponents of this ideology recommend that there would be an adoption of a 

more balanced approach with respect to protect Russian national interests without 

compromising the ideological values and norms.  A number of different suggestions, 

doctrines, and precepts have been put on the table after the fall of Soviet Union to formulate 

Russian foreign policy in order to achieve the strategic goals. The policymakers have been 

trying to devise the military strategies and foreign policy outlines to fulfill the security goals. 

Looking into all these efforts and analyzing the ideas and proposals under consideration by 

the Russian leadership, one cannot help but think that Russia is fully committed to revive a 

strong role in the international arena, although they do not seem to be capable enough in 

doing so. This is where Islamabad can extend its cooperation to Moscow and build strong and 

long-lasting bilateral relations by offering Russia to reach the Warm-Waters of Arabian Sea. 

This could be an historic and game-changer move from Pakistan, which, however, should be 

executed with great caution as to not disappointing the United States.   

After reviewing the history of Pak-Russia relations, one can end up on the conclusion that 

these relations are built mostly on the ideological grounds than strong and sustainable 

elements of rationality, realism and mutual development. Both nations had followed a 

subjective approach in analyzing each other‘s course of conduct both on global and regional 

spectrum. The external factors tend to eclipse their mutual economic, strategic and 

geopolitical interests in shaping the bilateral ties of the two nations. Although both nations 

neither have any direct military or territorial dispute nor there is any direct political or 

diplomatic strife between the two, yet, they have been failing consistently in capitalizing 

various opportunities to mitigate their mutual differences, and assist each other to improve 

their trade, economy and security situation to make a historical breakthrough.  

Russian leadership is increasingly realizing the importance of Pakistan regarding their foreign 

policy towards South Asia, following the recent developments on global hemisphere, 

particularly after the end of Cold War and the incidents of 9/11, whereas, earlier, India used to 

be an overwhelmingly dominating factor in Russia‘s foreign policy towards South Asia. 

Russia‘s foreign policy towards South Asia is going through substantial changes, apparently. 

India was, once, used to be the most dominating factor in Russia‘s South Asian foreign 

policy. However, the recent strain of summits and exchange of visits of high officials between 
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the two countries, and the joint manifesto, mutually issued by the foreign offices of both the 

countries, clearly indicate a historic shift in Russia‘s view about Pakistan. There are a number 

of factors where the bilateral interests of both nations, in regional, international and 

geopolitical realms, tend to coincide. There are numerous sectors where both sides have 

immense potential to cooperate with each other i.e. economy, trade, energy sector, regional 

and global security, which could play an important role in the wellbeing and harmony of both 

the nations.  

Out of all South Asian countries, India and Pakistan possess the most significant geographic 

characteristics with remarkable implications for the region as well as the surrounding regions 

and the global geopolitics. India is geographically situated almost in the center of South Asia, 

with Pakistan and Afghanistan on its western side and rest of the South Asian countries, 

including Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Maldives on the eastern side. 

Unfortunately, the bilateral relations of both the neighboring countries have remained tense 

due to the territorial issues of Kashmir, Siachen and Sir Creek. This hostility between the two 

has divided the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) not merely on 

political grounds but also on geographical lines. On one hand, owing to its geographic 

location, India holds Pakistan‘s direct access to the South Asian market, consisting of 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Maldives, while Pakistan forms a natural barrier in 

India‘s access to Afghanistan and Central Asian Republics (CARs), on the other hand.  

To worsen the plight of South Asian geopolitics, Afghanistan has played an obnoxious role in 

increasing the threats to the peace and security in the region by hosting religious extremists, 

and local and international terrorist organizations on its territory. The interference of the super 

powers adds fuel to the fire and the entire region has been transformed into a volcano, ready 

to erupt any time without a warning. It is, therefore, need of the hour for both the rivaling 

countries to set aside their differences and start taking small steps to create an environment 

conducive to peaceful dialogues to ease the tension between the two Pakistan and India. This 

is the very hostile environment in the region which gives excuse to the foreign intervention. 

The peace and security targets can never be achieved in this region until the interstate 

hostilities are diminished and trade and commerce is given preference over the useless and 

unproductive conflicts. If we have a deep look into the past, starting from the partition of the 

Sub-Continent, we will find that the region has been remained a battleground between India 

and Pakistan over Kashmir territorial dispute, and a chessboard for the super powers, which, 

to nourish their vested interests, make alliances with the regional stakeholders.  

Where New Delhi is being supported by Moscow through military, strategic and economic 

assistance, Islamabad is getting military and financial support from Washington. These super 

powers have extensive interests in the South Asian region, which, they would try to protect 
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and nourish during the heightened tension between the regional states. Both Russia and 

United States, being the top arms sellers in the world, would never like to see peace and 

stability to be prevailed in the region as it goes against their strategic interests. There are no 

moral or ethical values in international geopolitics as evident from the Afghan war theatre. 

There was a time when Soviet Russia was fighting against the Islamic Jihadi elements and the 

United States and its allies, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, were raising the armies of these 

Jihadists and the Western media used to call them as freedom fighters. However, after the 

Soviet Union‘s withdrawal from Afghanistan and in the wake of September 11, 2001 

incidents, Moscow is now standing with the same Jihadi factions in opposition to 

Washington.  

These super powers would keep flipping sides in the bid to protect their vested interests. This 

is the very pragmatic approach which Pakistan needs to follow to bring peace in the region. 

Islamabad must learn to take up a balanced approach towards making alliances with the 

global players instead of following a strategy mainly based on personal biases and ideological 

reasons. It is in the best interest of both Russia and Pakistan to take meaningful measures in 

reducing the mutual tension and promote the bilateral ties. This would be in the greater 

benefit of all the South Asian countries as it would pave the way for free trade and easy 

movement across the region. The means to measure the progress and development of a nation 

is the economic strength and the standard of living of its people instead of heaps of arms and 

massive militaries. The peace in Afghanistan is directly related with the peace in South Asia. 

The South Asian countries should formulate a joint strategy regarding their interregional 

interests, with joint consent of making efforts to block any attempts from the global players to 

interfere in the geopolitical matters of South Asia, yet, the political environment of the region 

must be made friendly and welcoming to attract the foreign investment.  

The direct access to all South Asian countries without strict scrutiny and regulations would 

help in rapid growth of trade and commerce in the region, and all South Asian nations would 

reap the benefits of it. The regional peace would give India direct access to Iran, Afghanistan 

and Central Asia, and Pakistan would benefit from the direct access to Nepal, Bhutan, 

Maldives, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. This scenario offers numerous opportunities of growth 

and development not only for Pakistan and rest of the South Asian nations but also for the 

neighboring countries like Iran, Central Asian states and Russian Federation as well.  

Pakistan in particular, has failed to evolve a stable policy towards the Soviet Union based on 

its own merits, and taking account of Pakistan‘s national interests and geopolitical realities in 

the region. Rather, it has allowed its Soviet policy to be decisively influenced by American 

policy. The opportunities to build productive and amiable relations have been lost by both 

nations due to repeated and periodic incidents of misjudgment and failure to understand each 
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other‘s standpoint on regional and strategic issues. Both countries can contribute in improving 

the situation of regional and global security, political stability, and peace in South Asia by 

joint efforts. They could bring about a dramatic change in the current slow pace of economic 

progress in the region.   

Pak-Russia ensuing mutual collaboration should not be overshadowed by India. The most 

pragmatic course of action is to develop long-term strategic commitments at subsequent phase 

instead of hastening into a fragile and inconstant partnership. Moscow has attached high 

priority to its relations with Pakistan. The soviet approach to its relations with Pakistan, both 

in historical and contemporary contexts, seems to have been marked by a high degree of 

pragmatism. Russian Federation and Pakistan would have to achieve their respective aims and 

objectives by developing a well-thought-out working relationship on pragmatic-cum-realistic 

line.  

USA is, currently, not much keen in the development of cordial relations with Pakistan. On 

the other hand, Pakistan is acutely desirous to make itself aligned with Russia and China. The 

hostile attitude of India joined with USSR‘s annoyance made it an extremely venomous 

combination against Pakistan in the Cold War era. Pakistan has to play safe to exploit Russian 

interest in Pakistan for the sake of its own national interest. Pakistan has to adopt a balanced 

foreign policymaking approach to avoid any risky situation that will be, ultimately, resulted 

into irreparable loss for the country. Pakistan did not realize the gravity of the situation in the 

past and made overwhelming reliance on United States for help which she did not consider. 

On the other side, USSR provided full support to India on every platform. Still Pakistan is 

experiencing the old wine in the new bottle but the result is the same.     
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6.2: Recommendations 

Following recommendations have been suggested to be observed by Pakistan and Russia to 

strengthen their relations on the socio-economic, technical, infrastructural, diplomatic, 

military, and strategic fronts.  

i) Sign agreements for more academic exchanges and possibly even visa-free travel so 

that interested individuals in both countries can have more opportunities to learn about 

one another. 

ii) Explore the potential informational cooperation between publicly financed and private 

media outlets and possibly even the creation of a new joint multimedia platform. 

iii) Establish Friendship Centers in both countries in order to manage socioeconomic and 

cultural exchanges as well as to serve as points of contact for each country‘s interested 

citizens. 

iv) Promote economic ties on the micro-, mid, and macro-levels, facilitated by the 

Friendship Centers. Pakistan‘s proposed membership in the Eurasian Development 

Bank (EDB) should be considered. Develop an economic presence in Gwadar that may 

or may not be openly affiliated with CPEC. 

v) Link the North-South gas pipeline with the prospective Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) gas 

pipeline and consider expanding this network to China. Streamline physical 

connectivity through three-pronged Russia Pakistan Economic Corridor (RPEC) that 

transits through Azerbaijan, Iran, Central Asia and China. 

vi) Enter into peaceful nuclear energy cooperation with one another. Expand cooperation 

between prestigious think tanks such as the Valdai Club and Pakistan House in order to 

strengthen Track II diplomacy. 

vii) Continue to advance a political solution to the War on Afghanistan by including the 

Taliban in the Moscow peace process and rebranding them as a ―National Freedom 

Movement‖ against the foreign aggression. Build trust to the point where both parties 

feel comfortable enough to openly cooperate with one another at international forums 

on topics of shared interest. 

viii) Concentrate on replacing the void left by their traditional Indian and American partners 

by expanding cooperation with one another. It is also be stressed that their strengthened 

ties are not against USA and India. Take anti-terrorist cooperation to the next level by 

expanding the Russian-Pakistani military drills.  

ix) Consider signing a deal with Russia to export Su-35s helicopters and T-90s battle tanks 

to Pakistan in order to buttress its air and land capabilities. Think deeply about the long-
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term mutually beneficial ―balancing‖ advantages that the sale of S-400 anti-missile 

defense systems would reap. 

x) Rely on coordinated diplomatic and informational means to thwart the forthcoming US-

Indian info-war against Pakistan and Russia but do so defensively without going on the 

joint offensive against either. Pursue the most symbolic crowning achievement of 

Pakistan-Russia friendship by scheduling the reciprocal visits of President Vladimir 

Putin and Prime Minister Imran Khan to one another‘s countries.  

xi) There is a tremendous amount of opportunities in financial and technical fields. Mutual 

assistance in energy, trade, economy, infrastructural presence and industrial fields could 

be enhanced. Enhancement of security cooperation between the two nations would be 

of geostrategic significance for Pakistan and Russia in South Asia.    

xii) Islamabad has to attract Moscow‘s commercial interests into CPEC‘s Special Industrial 

Zones (SIZs) to enhance economic and trade enterprise. It is strongly recommended that 

there should be promotion of regular exchange programs in the domains of private, 

commercial and trade sectors.  Proposed railway linkage of Moscow to Gwadar could 

be of tremendous importance in this regard.  

xiii) Potential role of media outlets and celebrities is highly recommended to get the relation 

back on the track between the two nations. Educational and cultural exchange programs 

should be encouraged. The way forward lies in a pragmatic and robust foreign policy 

based on viable diplomatic options duly estimated on need assessment principles.  

xiv) To cope with the exigency of the time, Pakistan should have to diversify its alliances by 

cultivating relations not only with major powers like Russia, but also with other 

significant stakeholders sharing commonality of interests. There should be 

establishment of branch banking systems in Pakistan and Russia which would be 

proved an additional fillip in increasing business-to-business connections.  

xv) In the defense domain, a Joint Pakistan-Russia Commission on Defense Cooperation 

may provide a platform for convening annual meetings for training, military drills, 

exchange of military delegations, and up-gradation of Heavy Mechanical Industries. 

Inauguration of permanent interactivities between Pakistani and Russian 

parliamentarians, government functionaries, and academia could act as a stimulant to 

bring about the desired turnaround in bilateral relations. 
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