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    ABSTRACT 

Pakistan came into being with the great struggle of the Muslims of Sub-continent gathered 

under the leadership of Quad-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. The founder of Pakistan 

provided strong basis to the new nation through his visionary speeches and statements at 

different forum. Similarly, the Quaid-e-Azam also envisaged the golden principles of 

Pakistan's foreign policy and subsequent leadership tried its best to protect those ideals in 

almost all of the leading constitutions. One of the core principles of Pakistan's foreign policy 

is to make a relationship with the Muslim world that is enduring and cordial.  

By this, Pakistan ensures the survival of its ideological roots as well as to get diplomatic and 

political support from the Muslim world. Nevertheless, in the meanwhile, the role of Pakistan 

cannot be neglected in resolving the conflicts and disputes in Muslim world. Non-disputes the 

fact, that Pakistan has the honor that it is the only nuclear power and strongest disciplined 

standing army in the Muslim world which makes its voice invincible while playing its role as 

an arbiter. Since, being a responsible country in the world Pakistan always played a positive 

role in resolving the conflicts and disputes among the Muslim states. It is the reason that 

Pakistan is the active member of almost all the regional and international organizations so as 

to extend its contribution for peace in the world in general and in the Muslim world in 

particular. Decade based study argues that in most of the cases Pakistan was more successful 

in diluting the conflicts and disputes among the Muslim countries and  thriving military 

operations under the charter of UN make its role viable and appreciated by the comity of the 

nations. Arguably, conflicts and disputes among the Muslim world are deep-rooted based on 

ideological and economic differences which are providing space to elements that are further 

creating split among the Muslim-states. Pakistan is worried about all these developments but 

vigorously aware of its responsibilities which are related to peace especially in the Muslim 

world.  
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CHAPTER-1 

INTRODUCTION 

Pakistan is basically a Muslim country as depicted by its name, Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

It is a country of more than 200 million people which comprises of 2.63% of world‘s total 

population (Census, 2018). Pakistan has an important strategic and geographic position in the 

world and especially in the Muslim world. Since its creation, conspiracies of the enemies 

tried to overshadow and undermine the important role of Pakistan. However, the country not 

only survived and progressed, but also played a significant role in the unification of the 

Muslim world and in the settlement of conflicts (Hanif, 2014). 

Since the establishment of Pakistan, the Muslim world has faced various conflicts and 

disputes such as the longstanding Kashmir and Palestine issues etc. The role of Pakistan in 

resolving the Muslim world‘s disputes is obvious both at individual level and in collective 

efforts. At the individual level, it has always been remained the policy of the Pakistani 

government to highlight the issue of Kashmir and to resolve it according to the UN 

resolutions (Khan, 2000). Although these efforts are not fruitful, however, the country has not 

stepped back from its stance on the Kashmir dispute with India. 

Pakistan has been vocal about the Kashmir issue both at national and international forums 

and has provided help to the people of Kashmir both economically and diplomatically, since 

the time of its inception. Pakistan has also raised this issue before the Organization of the 

Islamic Countries (OIC) consistently, as well as at other international platforms. Pakistan has 

tried its best to make the Muslim world realize and understand the problems of the 

Kashmiries. Pakistan has also condemned human rights abuses in the Indian Occupied 

Kashmir. Pakistan is also a member of the Jammu and Kashmir OIC Contact Group, formed 

on 3 October, 1994. The mission of this Contact Group is to support Member States efforts to 

restore and secure Kashmir's right of self-determination in accordance with the UN resolution 

(Orakzai, 2010). The Pakistan‘s Foreign Office plays a significant role in the Kashmir issue 

by advising the political leadership, and most importantly, by being at the forefront of the 

talks with India (Schofield, 2002). 

Leaders of the Muslim countries‘ have failed to control the growing excessive extremism in 

their countries and Pakistan is no exception to this. They have failed to make a creative and 

thriving society. Also they could not encourage the people on economical and intellectual 

contribution. Pakistan believes that this should be countered before implying the rule and 
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domination. It is possible at most, if cultural efforts i.e. religious harmony, Islamic unity and 

close bonding of different sects of Islam are made, especially Shia and Sunni, and by the 

development of peaceful societies (Honardoost, 2017). The Enforcement of law, promoting 

peace, mutual decisions, along with institutions are the basic means which need to be adopted 

for building a peaceful society (Preljevic, 2017). 

Pakistan has always raised voice against Israel‘s occupation of Palestine. Pakistan has 

condemned the violation of human rights by Israel in Palestine and has frequently asked 

international forces to mediate and resolve the issue (Pely, 2016). Pakistan is in the favor of 

the right to self-determination of Palestinians and supports to establish an independent state 

of Palestine, whose capital would be Al-Quds Al-Sharif. 

Moreover, Pakistan has made diplomatic efforts intensively on behalf of the Organization of 

Islamic Countries (OIC) during the war in Bosnia from 1992 to 1995, to help in the 

Protection and support of the country along with its population. It has provided both armed 

and economic help to Bosnia (Karcic, 2013). 

Pakistan has mediated between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and has restored both countries 

relations. That also assisted Iran in the Iran-Iraq war as regards resources (Afridi, 2011). 

Pakistan has extended its assistance in the fields of science and technology and infrastructure 

growth to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as well as providing training facilities for its armed 

forces. Pakistan also supported Saudi Arabia in the Gulf War.  

Pakistan played an instrumental role in the Afghan war against the Soviet Union in the 

1980‘s and again in the post-9/11 US invasion of Afghanistan, culminating in the 

reconfiguration of the stakeholder power quotient in Afghanistan (Zia 2018). 

During the Iran-Iraq war, a cooperative mission was sent to lead Pakistan's President Zia-ul-

Haq "in hopes of bringing the warring parties to negotiations‖. Zia-ul-Haq immediately went 

to visit Baghdad and Tehran in order to convince the heads of both countries for resolving 

their issues peacefully. Late Yasser Arafat, the PLO leader was accompanying Zia-ul-Haq in 

this mission but their efforts went futile (Ahsan, 2004). 

Muslims are being oppressed all over the world; despite the Organization of Islamic 

Countries (OIC), they have not joined true hands in the common cause of the Muslim 

Ummah, be it in Kashmir, Lebanon, Palestine, Kosovo or Bosnia. God has endowed Muslim 

countries with numerous natural resources, such as oil, gold, and minerals by virtue of which 
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they could have exercised influence on the world economy; but due to disunity and non-

utilization of their resources, they are at the mercy of others (Khan, 2000). 

At the collective level, the efforts of Pakistan in resolving the issues of the Muslim world can 

be seen through its active involvement in the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) since 

its establishment in 1969. The main aim of the organization is to deal with the challenges 

faced by the Muslim world and Muslim Ummah in general. Pakistan is an active member of 

the organization and has played a vital role in addressing the problems of the Muslim world. 

These issues include Kashmir dispute, Palestine, Afghanistan, Iraq and Kuwait, and the 

recent ones such as Myanmar, Syria, Yemen etc (Orakzai, 2010; Afridi, 2011; Hanif, 2014; 

Honardoost, 2017). 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

It is evident that Pakistan is playing an important role in Muslim World conflicts and disputes 

resolutions at individual and collective forums. However, the subject matter has not been 

highlighted very well in the literature. Although, the literature covers the relations of the 

country with the Muslim world and the role of the country in Kashmir (Orakzai, 2010), 

Palestine (Afridi, 2011; Hanif, 2014), Bosnia (Afridi, 2011) and other issues at various 

studies (Hanif, 2014). However, there is no such study which has covered Pakistan‘s role 

comprehensively in the resolution of Muslim World conflicts and disputes. Therefore, 

seeking this, the present study has been proposed to identify and highlight the role of Pakistan 

in resolving the conflicts and disputes of the Muslim world since 1947. For the ease of the 

study, it is important to analyze Pakistan's role in the settlement of conflicts and disputes in 

the Muslim world over various decades, such as the eight consecutive decades since its 

establishment.  (i.e. 1947-1956, 1957-1966, 1967-1976, 1977-1986, 1987-1996, 1997-2006, 

2007-2016, 2017 until now). 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The specific objectives of the study include the following. 

1. To identify the conflicts and disputes of the Muslim world since the establishment of 

Pakistan. 

2. To evaluate the diplomatic and other endeavors of Pakistan in addressing the conflicts 

and disputes of Muslim world. 
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3. To make recommendations for further efficient role of Pakistan in resolving the 

conflicts and disputes of the Muslim world. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The proposed research study will address the following set of research questions. 

1. Why the conflicts and disputes in the Muslim World are not being addressed in time? 

2. What is the contribution of Pakistan in conflict Management and conflict resolution 

regarding the conflicts and disputes of the Muslim World? 

3. What is the role of Pakistan in peace keeping activities in general and the Muslim 

World in Particular? 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The literature review is the lift off for any research. A literature review can be called a logical 

search and investigation of published data regarding some specific study area. It is prepared 

for bestowing to research objective, thesis, the issue and problems that a researcher grapples 

and tries to resolve it. Moreover, it contributes to the knowledge in different areas of 

concentration and diminishes the chances of replication of ideas. Most importantly, it helps 

the direction of research scope to demonstrate and maximize the reward in research.  

So, literature is a substantial step in any research procedure and has an extended list of 

benefits that is often approved by the research scientist around the world. The review of the 

literature on the subject matter is important in order to identify the issue of concern in the 

light of gaps left in the literature. In this regard, a brief literature review has been carried out 

on the said subject. The Muslim world is facing various conflicts and disputes since long 

which hampered their way towards development (Al-Ahsan, 2004).  

Khan (2000) has stated that since its inception as an independent state, Pakistan has provided 

all-out full support to the Muslim Ummah. Pakistan supported Arabs in their war against 

Israel and always upheld the cause of the liberation of Palestine, Lebanon and other occupied 

Muslim territories in various parts of the world. It was Pakistan which took steps to unite 

Muslim Ummah and organized a historic Islamic heads of states conference in 1974 at 

Lahore. 

Ahsan (2004) has pointed out that all the international organizations are bound to the 

philosophy of national sovereignty in the existing world. Hence, if a nation‘s leadership 

threatens the sovereignty of the other nation, then the international community should restrain 
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from taking action against that country. In any case, the recent attack on Iraq in 2003 and 

Afghanistan in 2001 are clear violations of these rules. As far as Afghanistan is considered, 

the United States along with its allies attacked with the permission of the United Nations. 

While in Iraq, it attacked without such permission. 

According to Rubin and Siddiqui (2006), Pakistan is attempting to stabilize Afghanistan, so 

that it can have strategic depths through Taliban control was a resumption of Variations on 

the idea of a looking forward British Empire strategy. This strategy was to put Afghanistan 

under a non-hostile regime that was hard enough with some military and financial support to 

contain the resistance and to ensure that hostile powers did not establish a foothold in the 

neighboring territories.  

Orakzai (2010) has also highlighted the diplomatic and economic help of Kashmiris by 

Pakistan. Pakistan has advocated the Kashmir issue at various platforms and organizations 

including OIC. It has also raised its voice in Indian Occupied Kashmir against the violations 

of human rights. 

Schofield (2010) acknowledged the role of Pakistan's foreign policy in resolving Muslim 

countries conflicts and especially the issue of Kashmir. It requires policy, leadership, 

advising and raising concerns at national and international forums.  

According to Afridi (2011), as an active member of OIC since its establishment, Pakistan has 

a close relationship with the Muslim world. In addition, within the OIC forum, Pakistan plays 

a crucial role in financial, economic, political and cultural growth of the Muslim countries.  

Karcic (2013) has explained the role of Pakistan and Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) 

in the three-year war of Bosnia. He has described that Pakistan has made an intensive 

diplomatic efforts to help the country along with its population. 

Hanif (2014) in his study highlighted the role of Pakistan in the Muslim world‘s challenges 

under the OIC forum. He pointed out that being an atomic power; Pakistan occupied a strong 

position among the Muslim World. OIC is the sole organization of Muslim World to solve 

their challenges and thus Pakistan is an active member. In the enormous issues of terrorism in 

Palestine, Kashmir and Afghanistan, Pakistan is playing a pivotal role. Many futile efforts 

have been made under the OIC forum with the active involvement of the country. 
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Honardoost (2017) is of the view that the growing extremism in the Islamic region can only 

be overcome by making cultural efforts, the unity and close bonding of different sects of 

Islam, especially Shia and Sunni, and by the development of peaceful societies. 

Pely (2017) has suggested that an informal customary conflict resolution mechanism is 

necessary to solve and mediate the conflicts of the Muslim world and especially the issue of 

Palestine. He is clearly sympathetic to the potential impact that this practice has for 

restorative justice. 

Preljevic (2017) is of the view that to promote peace among the war divide societies like 

Herzegovina and Bosnia the religious communities could make a major effort. He has 

specially mentioned the five municipalities of eastern Bosnia which have survived the ethnic 

cleansing, genocide and mass evacuation. The Enforcement of law, promoting peace, mutual 

decisions, along with institution and making people capable are the basic means which should 

be adopted for the building of a peaceful society. The promotion of peace is slowed in 

Eastern Bosnia because of the absence of willingness by the Serbian Orthodox Church to 

become partners in peace promotion process with the Islamic Community. 

According to Zia (2018), Pakistanis have an affinity towards Muslim states, especially in 

Saudi Arabia with the Middle East and UAE particularly. The Pakistani government enjoys 

brotherly relations with both states; however, Pakistan decided to remain neutral in the Saudi-

led intervention Yemen against Iranian back Houthis in 2014-15 owing to its national 

security issues as well the problems associated with the intervention itself. 

Various resolutions have been passed with the active involvement of Pakistan on Kashmir, 

Palestine etc. disputes under the OIC forum (Hanif, 2014). The Jordon and PLO (1970) and 

the Pakistan-Bangladesh (1974) problems have been resolved by the OIC with a positive role 

of Pakistan (Afridi, 2011). Pakistan's government, along with Iran's government, plays a 

critical role in unleashing Muslim world unrest and conflicts.  

The internal bloodshed and wars in Muslim countries like Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and 

Afghanistan weakening its position around the world. The regional integration is required in 

which the CPEC (China-Pakistan Economic Corridor) can play an important role by the 

collaboration with Iran as well (Honardoost, 2017). 

The above literature indicates that Pakistan plays a key role in addressing the problems of the 

Muslim world which he had somehow achieved in different forums along with other 
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countries. While in case of longstanding issues like Kashmir etc. the country is still making 

efforts. However, the literature also shows that there is no single study which has covered the 

role of Pakistan in resolving disputes among the Muslim world since its inception. 

THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

The literature shows that Pakistan has good relations with the Muslim world and has a 

positive attitude and behavior towards the resolution of various conflicts and disputes since 

its establishment (Afridi, 2011). The specific objectives of the proposed study are of 

comprehensive nature to fully highlight and discuss the role of Pakistan in both the resolved 

and unresolved Muslim world conflicts and disputes in the eight decades after the country‘s 

inception. In these eight decades, several conflicts and disputes in the Muslim world have 

been aroused which still exists. Some of these have been resolved, while some are not. In 

most of cases, Pakistan played somehow a role which needs to be identified 

comprehensively. 

In this regard, the disputes and issues of the Muslim world have been divided into eight 

decades. The main reason behind this is that the conflicts and disputes with its nature have 

not only been highlighted in an organized manner but also the role of Pakistan must also be 

explained in proper detail in decade wise. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH 

The study will identify and assess the role of Pakistan in the resolution of Muslim World 

conflicts and disputes since its establishment. Therefore, the study will be a useful 

contribution to the literature. The study will be significant for academics, students, 

researchers and all for the concerned authorities to enrich their knowledge on the subject 

matter and to frame strategies to improve the role of Pakistan in the resolution of Muslim 

World conflicts and disputes. The study has a unique characteristic that it will exhaustively 

highlight the role of Pakistan in both the resolved and unresolved cases of the Muslim world 

in an organized way. Nevertheless, the study will follow a time-distribution approach of a 

decade in which the existing Muslim world conflicts and disputes will be identified with 

respect to Pakistan‘s role in the resolution. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The proposed study will adopt the descriptive and analytical type of research due to the 

nature of the specific objectives. The case studies of Muslim world conflicts and disputes 

under the eight mentioned decades (1947-1956, 1957-1966, 1967-1976, 1977-1986, 1987-

1996, 1997-2006, 2007-2016 and 2017 until now) will be identified with respect to Pakistan‘s 

role in its resolution descriptively. For this, the data will be collected from the published and 

unpublished sources like journals, articles, books, reports, and student‘s thesis or 

dissertations. Then, the role of Pakistan for both the resolved and unresolved cases under the 

eight decades will be discussed descriptively. 

Therefore, primary and secondary data were used because the study is descriptive. Primary 

data includes first-hand documents from different embassies, especially Saudi Arabia and 

Iran embassies because they were accessible to the researcher. Those first-hand records 

provide their respective state departments ' official policies and statements. These documents 

thoroughly analyzed by the researcher. So, as to cover all the aspects of specific policy.  

Apart from this, the researcher has also visited the archive library Peshawar, Central Library 

of Peshawar University, Central Library Quaid-e-Azam University and Pakistan Research 

Society Peshawar to collect the necessary documents especially first hand original copy. In 

addition to this, the researcher has conducted 9 in-depth interviews from experts who have 

authority over issues especially occurring in the Muslim world. The experts include 

professors of Political science and international relations. Journalists like Raheem Ullah 

Yousafzai, and Mushtaq Yousaf Zai were also interviewed by the researcher. Accessible 

security expert Major Amir (Ret) and bureaucrats like Rustam Shah Mohmand were also 

contacted and interviewed by the researcher. It is important to mention that the form of 

interview was based on semi-structured and unstructured interviews so that to get maximum 

information from interviewees. In addition to this, it is apparent that without supporting 

secondary data, strong arguments cannot be structured. Therefore, relevant secondary data 

has been collected with great care. Secondary data includes the published and unpublished 

sources like journals, articles, books, reports, and scholars‘ dissertations. Every source is 

cited with proper references so that the readers should be given direct access to the 

information. For further strengthening the argument, analytical methods has also been applied 

for comparison, authentication, interpretation and reinterpretation of given facts related 

fluctuating role played by Pakistan in resolving and appeasing the conflicts and disputes 

among the Muslim world. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY 

The Current research is divided into six (6) chapters along with separate section on 

conclusion and recommendations. Chapter one includes introduction, literature review, 

statement of problem, objectives of study, research questions, theoretical / conceptual 

framework and research methodology. The first chapter provides a sound base to the present 

research and on the basis of this chapter further study has been organized with the following 

details; 

Chapter two deals with the concepts of conflicts and disputes. To understand these 

terminologies, prominent scholars and social scientists‘ definitions were cited in the context 

of regional and global political scenario. Moreover, this chapter focuses political demography 

of the Muslim world and historical disputes entrenched among the Muslim states and Muslim 

verses Muslim and Non-Muslims. A Palestine conflict which is one of the oldest contentious 

issues between Arab states and state of Israel has thoroughly been discussed in historical 

perspective. Furthermore, in-depth analytical study was conducted to understand internal civil 

crisis in Myanmar (Burma) and its struggle against the Britain during pre-independence era. 

The chapter also includes information regarding first Arab-Israel war (1948) and Palestinians 

Mujahedeen insurgency against forces of Israel in 1956 and the possible attack by the Israeli 

forces on Egypt which is also called Suez crisis. In the regional context, disputes erupted 

between Pakistan and Afghanistan on the issue of Kabul claim on Pakhtune lands of Pakistan 

immediately after the independence of Pakistan in 1947 was also highlighted. Despite this, 

Indo-Pakistan wars of 1965 and 1971 were also focused with diplomatic approach which 

Pakistan applied skillfully. The last but not the least, issues and conflicts in Middle East were 

thoroughly covered. 

Third chapter highlights the concern of Pakistan over the conflicts that are permeating the 

Muslim world. There is no doubt that the protection of world peace in general and the 

Muslim areas of the world in particular are profoundly ingrained in Pakistan's foreign policy.  

In this regard, this chapter is focusing on the resolved and unresolved disputes which erupted 

in the Muslim world especially in the era of 60s and 70s. These disputes includes liberation 

of Libya, Somalia, Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, resolving the issue of UAR, Jordan 

conflict, conflict between Yamane and Saudi Arabia, issue of Syria with Saudi Arabia, 

problems in Africa, issues in Cyprus, Indonesian conflict and  Malaysian crisis. In Addition 

to this, the chapter also deals with the role of Pakistan for political and diplomatic support 
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particularly of India and Kashmir to the Muslim Diasporas. Pakistan, at every forum 

highlighted their miseries made by the Indian authorities. Apart from this, detail history has 

also been described and analyzed about Afghanistan hostile attitude towards Pakistan on the 

issue of Pakhtunistan as well as allegedly blame Inference of Pakistan in the internal affairs 

of Afghanistan. Furthermore, involvement of Iraq in Pakistan's internal affairs has also been 

debated. Particularly, its support for Balochi insurgent groups. Lastly, the dispute of Romania 

and Azerbaijan was also extensively covered.  

In term of dealing with the role of Pakistan in the Muslims and non-Muslims organization 

since 1947, chapter four is significant. After its freedom, Pakistan soon took on a 

membership in UN and started to play an active role in fostering peace in the world at large. 

Pakistan's military ranked number one in terms of supplying its forces with UN peacekeeping 

missions and ensuring peace in the world through its professionalism in conflict ridden 

countries. Apart from this, Pakistan is an active member of OIC, SCO, ASEAN, SAARC, 

ECO and NAM. Pakistan sent its troops to the Congo, West New Guinea, Namibia, Kuwait, 

Haiti, Cambodia, Bosnia, Somalia, Rwanda, Angola, Eastern Slavonia, Sierra Leone, Saudi 

Arabia and the United Arab Emirates to maintain stability under the UN peacekeeping 

operations.  

In Addition to this, Pakistani forces strictly under the charter of UN and directions conducted 

successful military operations against the miscreants‘ elements especially in the Middle 

Eastern countries and African continent. 

Chapter five deals with the diplomatic approach adopted by Pakistan in different decades 

towards resolving the conflicts and disputes among Muslim states. This chapter provides 

deep information regarding founding principles, determinants [Internal and external] and 

foreign policy objectives for Pakistan. Institutions involved in formulating the foreign policy 

for Pakistan are often debated and evaluated. The chapter, however, analyzes in detail not 

only Pakistan's relations with neighboring states but also the Middle East states.  

Since, cordial relationship with the Muslim world is in the best interests of Pakistan by which 

it can not only preserve ideological boundaries. Simultaneously, during financial crisis the 

Muslim countries have supported Pakistan wholeheartedly. Furthermore, the chapter also 

covers the strife and split among Muslim states and especially Saudi Arabia and Iran and its 

impacts on Pakistan. The internal challenges which Pakistan is facing since its independence 

i.e sectarianism and religious extremism is also covered in this chapter. It has also been 
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mentioned the role of Pakistan especially of the armed forces for countering the terrorism in 

the Muslim world by leading Islamic Counter-Terrorism Military Alliance. 

Chapter six is divided into two parts. The First part thoroughly deals with the conclusion of 

the whole study and with analytical descriptions of the facts and arguments. The second part 

is based on pragmatic recommendations which are, undoubtedly, important for the 

researchers, policy makers, journalists and scholars who are studying Pakistan relationship 

and its role in Muslim world at large. 
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CHAPTER- 2 

THE CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD: A BRIEF 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of writing this chapter is to discuss the difference between conflicts and disputes 

and how they are related to the history of Pakistan. Conflicts and disputes exist in our daily 

life, but first of all it is important to know about the reasons of its existence. The definition 

given by John Burton (1990) showed; that a dispute is defined as a disagreement that is for 

short period of time and ultimately it results in the disputants reaching some sort of solutions 

to resolve them through negotiations. On the other hand, Conflict is defined as a long-term 

disagreement where issues are considered as deeply rooted and treated as ―non-negotiable‖ 

(1990).  So, we can say that when problems or issues are handled through dialogues they are 

known as disputes; when they are beyond negotiations, we call them conflicts.  Many 

colleagues will reject the idea of this general theory on disputes and conflicts, and at best 

accept it as a special theory by critics (Shonholtz, 2003). But understanding the political 

nature of conflicts and disputes and how they are resolved through national government and 

foreign policy is relevant here; particularly in the countries of the West or North and in the 

structuring of democratic societies; it needs a simple language that is useful to scholars, 

practitioners, policy-makers and decision makers, funders and foreign donors (Shonholtz, 

2003). 

Discussing the word ‗conflict‘ further, it has been observed that it is related to differences of 

interests, ideologies and values, including the struggle between haves and have-nots. On top 

of this, it also applies to competition for scarce resources etc. The Scholars suggested 

interpretations of "conflict" have provided different viewpoints of it. Conflicts of political 

sciences are known as a political phenomenon which emerges when states dock disparities in 

structures, ideologies, or values.  

In most of the cases, such discrepancies lead to hidden conflicts that can cause into hot 

pursuit later on. It is true that whenever a conflict arises finally results into violence and then 

it becomes part of the conflict expression. Economists define conflict as a rivalry between 

developed and emerging blocs for wealth or a battle between different economic systems. 

Social conflict can be described as problems arising from the current socio-cultural system. 

These issues are often related to the different ethnic or religious identities in a given country 

or region.  
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According to Schellenberg (1996), ―Social conflict is the opposition between individuals and 

groups based on competing interests, different identities, and/or differing attitudes.‖ There 

may also be conflict between dissimilar groups, such as a majority and a minority: an existing 

government and a group of insurgents, a master and his servant, an employer and his staff, a 

publisher and his authors (Miall, 2005:12). A conflict may emerge if the system does not 

include and guarantee legitimate rights of a certain portion of population under its 

jurisdiction. In the words of Burton (1993:11): ―conflict describes a relationship in which 

each party perceives the other‘s goals, values, interests or behavior as antithetical to its own.  

Firstly, Conflict includes the relationships between the parties to a conflict, their expectations 

and misperceptions, their common and independent beliefs and their goals and motives. 

Secondly, the political, social, economic, and institutional environment in which the dispute 

takes place. The opposing parties manipulate racial identities or value/belief structures to play 

power politics that best serves their vested interests. Such value-based conflict can be 

transformed as interest-based with the inclusion of political and economic factors or due to 

the exploitation of values or beliefs by the political actors. According to Wallenstein 

(2002:15) ―it is also conflict when two states are at war with one another, and where 

battlefield events determine their relations. The actions constitute the conflict.‖ The 

Dynamics of prevailing world orders have left an impact on conflict description. With time 

and space, the concept differs. Conflict in the Cold War era was referring to the conflict 

between two opposing regimes, i.e., capitalism and socialism. The concept of conflict 

emerged in post-Cold War period as a struggle between different economies.  

Conflict was also defined in terms of intrastate (ethnic, secessionist movements) issues. In 

post-9/11 world order, terrorism against the West can be described as the main conflict. 

During different world orders, the phenomenon of conflict could not be restricted to one 

cause or one aspect of the issue. It has always immediate and underlying factors and actors 

that led to full-fledge confrontation at international or intra-national level. 
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(FIRST DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 1947-1956 

Civil war in Palestine (1947-1948) 

This war took place between Jews of Israel and Muslims of Palestine. The tens of thousands 

of Jews in Palestine, at the end of the World war were killed. They consisted of a unified 

community who were living in the declining empire. They neither have proper infrastructure 

nor did a proper leadership. After Israel was founded on May 14, 1948, an outbreak of 

violence broke out between Palestine's Arab and Jewish inhabitants, which ended in a war 

between Israel's state and neighboring Arab nation states (Reinhart, 2011). After the 

implementation of resolution 181 (2) by the United Nation General Assembly, the general 

strike was enacted that ended after three days. This turned the Jewish community against the 

Arabs protests throughout the Palestine.  This war made the Arabs suffer more than the Jews. 

Arabs from the upper Urban and middle classes in Haifa, Jerusalem, Jaffa and Jewish-

dominated areas and were moved to the eastward‘s Arab places. According to Benny Morris, 

(Morris, 2004), there was a Jewish Victory after the five and a half months of fighting 

between Arabs and Jews. Most of the military of the Palestinian Arabs were kicked out of the 

combat zones (Morris, 2004). The fleeting of the soldiers was retreated. The Hagenah was 

converted from militia into the army and ultimately, they succeeded. They consolidated hold 

on a continuous strip of area; embracing the Coastal plain and the Jezreel Valley along with 

the Jordan Valley. Victory of the Jews over the Palestinian Arabs gave the self-confidence to 

Hagenah as well as this victory gave them experience to face the invading troops of the Arab 

Factions (Benny, 2009). 

Internal Conflicts in Burma (2
nd

 April 1948- Present) 

There were many Myanmar (Burma) groups that were basically anti-colonial protested 

against the British Rule in the country before the independence of United Kingdom. When 

the state of Japan appointed Ba Maw as the head of the state then the groups became highly 

influential during the World War 2 and promised an independent state of Burma 

(Hensengerth, 2005). During this time there were two wings; one was the left-wing faction 

which was Burma's Communist Party and it was also known as Burma's Communist Party, 

and the other was the armed ethnic groups.  
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These parties began to spread as the opposition both the Japanese‘s and British. Myanmar 

gained the independence from the United Kingdom on 4
th

 of January 1948.  The ethnic 

minorities and the communists were unsatisfied with the new government because they 

believed that they were unfairly being deported from ruling the country (Hensengerth, 2005). 

This conflict falls into three categories. The first was the insurgency in the post-independence 

period under the Parliament Act (1948-1962). The second was the contemporary post-cold-

war rebellion, and the last is the rebellion during the socialist coup d'état of General Nevin 

and his party under the Socialist Platform of Myanmar after 1962. 

The National Commission for Peace and Development (1988-2011) military administration is 

now headed by the newly elected Civil Administration. In the year 2011 and 2015 several 

insurgent groups have compromised and negotiated ceasefire and the agreement of peace 

took place with the ongoing government. On 15
th

 October 2015, The Myanmar government 

signed NCA; the nationwide ceasefire agreement with eight other insurgent factions. As a 

result other insurgent groups also joined on 13
th

 February 2018.  The scorched earth tactics 

were used against the civilians, for this purpose the government of Myanmar had been 

accused. This case was notably seen in the Kayin State. The government's allegation leads to 

civilians as forced labour, civilians as minesweeper and leads to the killing and rape of Karen 

women (Phan, 2010). DLA Piper sent a report to the United Nations Security Council in 

which the government the tactics to be used as conspiracy against Karen. Most refugees fled 

to neighboring countries including Thailand, China, India and Bangladesh, ultimately leading 

to refugee clashes and civilian deaths.  

In addition to this, 300,000 people, including ethnic minorities, died after the 1962 war. The 

UN reported that about 128,000 refugees lived in temporary shelters on the border between 

Myanmar and Thailand between 1996 and 2006 and that nearly 1 million people lived 

internally in Myanmar. Nevertheless, about 160,000 refugees relocated to nine refugee camps 

situated on the border between Myanmar and Thailand. The Thai borders were also included. 

That was located in Chiang Mai and Ratchaburi provinces. 62 percent of the population of 

these refugees is composed of displaced and disintegrated Karen people. Some of the medical 

aid and doctors were also sent to these refugee camps (Cohen, 2006). During these conflicts 

and wars foreign aid from China, Thailand, Pakistan and USA were given to Burma. 
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Arab-Israeli War (1948) 

The final and the second stage of the Arab-Israeli war of 1947-49 also called Palestine war.  

On 14
th

 May 1948, it was formally started at the completion of the British Mandate.  On that 

day, the Israeli declaration of independence had also been issued.  And in the Morning of 

May 15, the military coalition of Arab states entered the arena of the British Palestine.  The 

plan to divide the Palestine into an Arab state was adopted on November 1947. This plan 

took place under the United Nation plan for Palestine. All these continuous tensions lead to 

the Civil war on 20
th

 of November 1947. All these plans considered to be the transformation 

of Palestine into Arab state, a Jewish state and the state of special international importance. 

This was encompassing Bethlehem and the cities of Jerusalem. Before the day of Israeli 

Declaration of independence on 15
th

 May 1948 the brooding civil war started between the 

states of Arabs and Israel. After that the forces of Egypt, Syria, and Transjordan as along with 

the forces of expeditor from Iraq entered Palestine (Tal, 2014). 

At the time of War, Israel lost almost 6,373 of population which was almost 1% for the 

population of the Israel. There were also Holocaust survivors among them (League, 1948).  It 

was estimated that there were total 7000 deaths but the exact number was remained unknown. 

Under the proposed partition of the UN, the territories controlled by the Israel were allocated 

to one third of the Jewish state. Israeli had the control over the territory of Armistice of 78% 

of the mandatory Palestine. By keeping the Jerusalem and the coastal plain right in the middle 

about 8000 square miles were included in the entire Galilee and  Jezreel  Valley in the North 

and  Palestine (League, 1948). 

Palestine Fedayeen Insurgency (1949-29
th

 October 1956) 

Between 1949 and 1956 there was a cross border conflict which was known as Palestinian 

Fedayeen insurgency. The sole territory of Palestine protectorate to date was mainly based on 

Gaza strip involving Palestine militants and the Israeli. Palestine protectorate was a state 

which was established in October 1948, became the center of the Palestinian Fedayeen 

activities. This conflict continued hand in hand with the infiltration phenomena of Palestine. 

On the course of conflict, thousands of people were killed. The Number declined after the 

war of Suez 1956. They were spread from the refugees of Palestine. Refugees extirpate from 

their houses during the Israel Arab war of 1948. Fedayeen began the cross-border operations 

in Israel from Jordan, Egypt and Syria in the mid-1950s. As a result of the war, the 

Palestinians lost most of their agricultural products and lands later on these attacks were 
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shifted to Israeli military and civilian targets. Fedayeen Attacked basically on Gaza and Sinai 

borders. These attacks were on Israel and as a result Israeli launched counterattack and acted 

against Fedayeen. Israel also targeted the citizens of sub countries and in return there were 

more destruction and more attacks (Almog, 2004). 

Afghanistan–Pakistan skirmishes (1949 – Present) 

Many of the armed skirmishes and attacks took place along Pakistan's border with 

Afghanistan, which has also been known as the Durand line since 1949. All those conflicts 

occurred between the affairs of the National Security Forces and the Pakistan Army. The 

latest issue is the overthrowing of the Taliban government. It is claimed in one of the famous 

magazine called ―The Diplomat‖, that the deep brooding terrorism and turmoil happening on 

these soils of honesty and the basic reasons were the attacks against the Pakistan security 

forces on the Afghanistan soil (NBC, 2017). Words written by the Afghan officials in The 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) about the ongoing invasion of the Territory of 

Afghanistan by Pakistan's security forces in February 2019. From 2012 to 2017, despite the 

attacks by the Pakistani security forces, Afghan officials claimed that 82 local citizens been 

killed and the number of injured people almost 183. The basic reason for the Afghan civilian 

casualties was that the Afghan locals fought side by side with the Pakistan security forces 

against Afghan security forces (Tolo news, 2017). 

Reprisal operations (14 April 1951 – 13 November 1966) 

The Arabs infiltrated for failing in 1950‘s and 1960‘s appraisal operations in the form of raids 

carried out by the defense forces of Israel.  This infiltration was the extirpation of easy ride 

from Jordan, Egypt and Syria as they carried out attacks on the soldiers and the local civilians 

of Israel. Such infiltrations and the bombings and reprisals culminated in the death of most of 

Israel's citizens. The underlying purpose of these attacks and reprisal operations was to deter 

future attacks. There were motives behind these attacks. First reason was to restore the public 

morale and the second was the recruiting and training of the fresh army units (Morris, 1993). 

Suez Crisis (29 October 1956 – 7 November 1956) 

The tripartite aggression also known as the Arab-Israeli war and the Suez crisis was actually 

the attack on Egypt by Israel in the late 1956. This invasion was followed by France and 

United Kingdom. The goals of these attacks were to regain the western control over the Suez 

Canal and the second was to extirpate Gamal Abdel Nasser; the Egyptian president who had 
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just nationalized the canal (Mayer, 2010).  The withdrawals of three invaders were led to the 

political pressure after the fighting just started. The pressure was built by the United States 

and the United Nations. After this France and United Kingdom were humiliated and 

ultimately it gave strength to Nasser (Abernethy, 2000). Egyptian Sinai on 29th October was 

attacked by Israel. Later on, a ceasefire was held between the UK and France which was 

afterwards ignored. The paratroopers were landed by Britain and France along the Suez Canal 

on 15
th

November. All in all, the Egyptian forces were defeated but later on they blocked 

shipping routes to the canal. Afterwards, it was proved that the subsequent Anglo-French 

attacks and the Israeli invasions were planned by all the three powerful countries. They 

shared together many benefits party. Soon after, the withdrawal was claimed by the heavy 

political pressure from USSR and USA. The president of USA Eisenhower strongly 

condemned UK to interfere and invade. Moreover, he threatened UK by a great financial 

damage by selling bonds to US government.  According to the historians these crises of Suez 

Canal contributed to the end of the significance of the UK role in world major powers 

(Peden, 2012). 

From October 1956 to March 1957 the Suez Canal remained closed. In the mean while, some 

of the Israeli objectives were also fulfilled; they gained the freedom of navigation. These 

navigations were blocked by the Egypt to Israeli shipping since 1950. In order to look after 

the Egyptian Israeli border, The United Nations created the UNEF peacekeepers. British 

Prime Minister Anthony Eden resigned and the USSR invaded Hungary (Adam, 2010). 

(SECOND DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 1957-1966 

Lebanon crisis (15 July 1958 – 25 October 1958) 

In 1958, The United States military interventions and political crisis which are also called the 

1958 Lebanon crisis, created much tension in the country (Karol, 2000). These interventions 

remained in Lebanon until their president Camille Chamoun resigned and completed her 

assistance as the president. The port of Beirut and Beirut-Rafik international airport was 

successfully occupied and assume the central by Lebanese and America. However, the United 

States backed off.  There was the threat of War between Muslims and Maronite Christians, 

which threatened the Lebanese. As pro-Christian president Camille Chamoun continues to 

have good relations with the powerful Western powers that invaded Egypt during the Suez 

crisis, more problems created in 1956. 
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This upset the president of Egypt, Gamal Abdel Nasser. Moreover, when the president 

Camille showed the closeness to the Baghdad pact, more problems took place.  According to 

Nasser, it was a threat to the Arab to become amicable with the pro-Western Baghdad pact. 

All these happenings gave rise to (UAR) United Arab Republic, which means that the Egypt 

and Syria became unified and united.  

The Sunni prime minister of Lebanon, Rahid Karmani in 1956 and 1958 supported Nasser.  

The Muslims of the Lebanon insisted on government to shake hands with the newly formed 

United Arab Republic. While it was in the Christian‘s interest to keep the western powers 

aligned with the Lebanon. The alleged news of supplying weapons by UAR caused the 

Muslim Rebellion. The uprising obliged Camille to submit the matter to the Security Council 

of the United Nations. Yet there was no evidence against the UAR afterwards, although the 

Lebanese president called for U.S assistance on July 14, when the country's pro-western 

government was interfered with. All this created the internal instability (Karol, 2000). 

First Iraqi–Kurdish War (1961-70) 

Iraqi and Kurdish war also known as the Aylul revolts. This was the first and major event 

among the conflicts of Iraqi-Kurdish. An institution in the northern Iraq was established by 

Mustafa Barzani, which was also known as Kurdish Administration. As a result, there were 

uprisings of conflicts in 1960‘s.  This was happened despite the power shifting in Iraq. 80% 

of the Iraqi soldiers were indulged in the fighting with Kurds (CIA report, 1975). Moreover, 

there were 105000 to 75000 deaths noticed in this war. After the War, there were series of 

Kurdish-Iraqi negotiations, the goals of which were to resolve the conflict. These negotiations 

were followed by the autonomy agreement in 1970, which was also called Iraqi-Kurdish 

autonomy agreement. 

North Yemen Civil War (1962-70) 

The North Yemen Civil War (1960-1970) fought between Mutawakkilite kingdom and royal 

Partisan was called the Yemen civil war. The supporters of the human Arab Republic were 

also involved in this war. Historically, this war was initiated after the command of Abdullah 

al-Badr, in 1962 by revolutionary Republicans. All this started when they dethroned Imam 

Mohammed al Badr, who was the newly throned King. They also declared YEMEN under the 

presidency of Imam Mohammed al Badr (Stanley, 2002). The full-scale civil war started 

when Imam took the Support of Shia tribes, he had tribes at Saudi Arabian border. He got the 

Saudi Arabian support to regain his power and presidency. The War plans were supplied by 
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Soviet Union to the Republicans. The Republicans were also supported by Egypt. The 

military aid was supplied on the royalist side, Israel and hold the Arabia. The covert support 

was given by the UK. Both types of foreign and conventional forces were involved. This war 

was ended in the mid-1960s. Egypt was extremely committed to the war. The commitment of 

Egypt was seen in the six-day war of 1967 held in June.  

After these series of events, Nasser pulled his forces out of the human and he found it 

difficult to maintain his army. The Republican tribesmen, on November 5th helped in 

surprisingly removal of Salal by Yemen dissidents.  The approach of royalists was from the 

north resulted in the internal shift of power in capital. Qadi Abdul Rehman Iryani was the 

new head of the Republic. Hasan Amri became Prime minister after the short trials of 

Muhammad Ali Uthman and Ahmed Noman. After their short tenure, the capital remained 

disturbed. And then the turning point of power came. This turning point was also known as 

the 1967, Siege of Sana‘a. The siege was lifted by the royalists and the control was 

maintained by the remaining prime minister, specially the control on Sana‘ain 1968 February. 

The ceasefire came into effect when the clashes continued to happen side by side with the 

peace talks until 1970. The Republic was recognized by Saudi Arabia. Historian Michael 

Oren considered the war in Yemen with Vietnam. He also wrote the Yemen Military 

adventure. This imminent Vietnam War could have been dubbed easily by America‘s Yemen. 

Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 

Indo-Pak fought two wars in April 1965 and September 1965 which was also a culmination 

of skirmishes. The root cause of this war was Pakistan‘s operation Gibraltar, which was 

basically to infiltrate and install Pakistani forces into Jammu and Kashmir against the Indian 

rule. The full-scale Indian Military attack which happened in West Pakistan. After Second 

World War, it was the 2nd largest battle which lasted for 17 days in which the armed vehicle 

and large tanks were used. This war left much causality on both sides of the subcontinent 

(Higgins, 2016). There was a diplomatic intervention by the United States and the Soviet 

Union which stopped the war. Moreover, there was also the interference of United Nations at 

large. The Turkish declaration issuance also played its role in it (Lyon, 2008). The war was 

basically fought between two countries on the Kashmir border. This was the largest war with 

the utilization of troops in Kashmir since 1947. This war was mostly fought by the armed 

units with the backup of naval and air forces. However, the details of this war remained 

unknown and unclear for a longer time (Pike, 2011). 
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A great political shift took place after this war and was also considered internationally as one 

of the cold war‘s (Riedel, 2013). The foreign development aid and military hardware were 

supplied to India and Pakistan by the major allies which were United Kingdom and the 

United States of America. However, after the end of the war both India and Pakistan felt that 

they could have got more support from their western allies. Afterwards, when the embargo on 

military aid was imposed by America and Britain government made those feelings of 

bitterness more intense. After that, the relationship of India and Pakistan became stronger 

with Russia and China (Paul, 2013). The relationship between the subcontinent and the West 

remained intense during the war of 1965 and 1971. However, the relations have become 

amicable with USA and UK but there is a slight distrust between the Subcontinent and the 

Western powers which can be seen till date (Riedel, 2013). 

(THIRD DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 1967-1976 

Six-Day War (1967) 

The war in Arab Israel that is also known as the 1967 dune war lasted for six days. It is 

sometimes referred to as the 3rd Israel-Arab War. The war was waged between the 

neighboring nations of Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Israel on June 5th and 10th, 1967. This 

occurred during the Israeli Arab War of 1948. Israel's relations with its neighbors were an 

irregular one. Since 1950, the Israel shipping was blocked by Egypt.  This became the root 

cause of the Israel invasion in the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. They also wanted to reopen the 

straits of Tiran. Israel withdrew but on the condition that, Tiran Strait would never close in 

the future (Rikhye, 2013). There was no Demilitarization agreement, but the United Nations 

emergency forces were placed at the border. The instability dangerously heightened before 

June 1967.  

Gamal Abdel Nasser placed his Egyptian forces on the border of Israel in May. He also 

announced that the streets would be near to the Israeli vessels. Some primitive air strikes 

against the Egyptian airfields were launched by Israel on 5th June. The question here also 

arises that may be the cause of war was the controversies relating to the conflict. The air 

Supremacy was given to the Israelis. Nearly, the entire Egyptian forces were destroyed. The 

Egyptians were again caught by the offensive ground launched by Israelis into Gaza Strip and 

Sinai. On the other hand, Sinai was conquered as the Israeli army rushed towards west in 

search of the Egyptians. This caused heavy losses to the Israeli forces. A week before the 
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commencement of the war, Jordan shook his hand and signed the pact with Egypt. This pact 

of Jordan and Egypt was actually an agreement signed, which stated that Jordan would fight 

against Israeli forces and to stop them for have territorial gains against Egypt. After an hour 

the Israeli offensive, Cairo ordered the Egyptian commander of the Jordanian army to issue 

an order. This was basically the air strike. All in all, on 8th June both the parties Egypt and 

Jordan were agreed on land cease fire. Syria agreed on ceasefire on June 9
th

 and on 11th June 

a ceasefire was signed with Israel. There was the disastrous aftermath of this war. Israel was 

on a prominent win and crippled the Syrian, Jordanian and Egyptian militaries. The Israeli 

victory was not possible without the proper strategy and enactment of proper leadership. This 

was also made possible because of the poor Arab leadership, poor strategies and poor military 

leadership. Israel captured Egypt's Gaza Strip Sinai Peninsula and Syria's Golan Heights. She 

also won Jordan's The East Jerusalem. He had gained a leading place in the diplomatic 

community and on diplomatic grounds in the years following Israel's victory. 

Later on, Nasser resigned in shame as the Israeli victory highly affected Syria, Jordan and 

Egypt. But these speedy victories of Israel made them overconfident which later became 

dangerous for them especially for their defense forces (IDF). Their overconfidence ultimately 

lead them to become successful in 1973 Yom Kippur war. Once again Israeli forces got the 

victory and defeated Arab army. There were long-term consequences of that, as the civilians 

moved and displaced. About 100,000 Syrians left the Golan Heights and about 300,000 

Palestinians left the West Bank. After few days, they mainly got the shelter in Europe and 

Israel as the Jewish community minorities word extirpate from the Arab world (Mutawi, 

2002). 

Al-Wadiah War (1969) 

Al-Wadiah war was held between the People's Republic of South Yemen and Saudi Arabia. 

This war took place on 27th November 1969; it was a military conflict. When People's 

Republic of South Yemen captured the town of Al-Wadiah resulted the commencement of 

this war, which was located on the Yemen-Saudi Arabian border. On 6th December Saudi 

forces regained Al-Wadiah and ultimately the conflict was ended. When the British forces 

were withdrawing from the region, the Al-Wadiah was incorporated in the People‘s Republic 

of Yemen. But previously this was the part of the Saudi Arabia‘s protectorate. Therefore, the 

people's Democratic Republic of Yemen considered Al-Wadiah as the part of its own 

territory. It was also heard that the reason for the dispute was the oil and water deposits 
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around the town (Klaus, 1999).Afterwards, the government installed a large-scale 

construction program comprising of military sites and also installed its military through the 

Sharurah near Al-Wadiah. The tensions increased after 1972, when the Tripoli agreement was 

signed. The agreement states that North and South Yemen agreed on a merger due to 

hostilities of Saudi Arabia. Later on, it was considered that Saudi Arabia put an allegation on 

People's Republic for attacking the MIG's in Al-Wadiah in March 1973. But later on, People's 

Republic of Democratic Yemen denied those allegations and said that Saudi Arabia is in 

search of an excuse to intervene the South Yemen (Bidwell, 1998). 

Bangladesh Liberation War (1971) 

The Bangladesh war of independence held in 1971. It was also known as the Bangladesh 

liberation, the self-determination movement. Bengali nationalist spark was the root causes of 

this revolution. The Bangladesh genocide happened during 1971 in the East part of Pakistan. 

Ultimately, it happened to make Bangladesh the People's Republic of Bangladesh and it was 

an independent entity (Brekke, 2008). On 25th March 1971, Pakistan military in West 

Pakistan launched gender based Searchlight operation against the people of East Pakistan 

which was considered to be the root cause of Bangladesh liberation. The root cause of this 

war was a systematic extirpation of Bengali civilian nationalists and students and the armed 

personals along with the religious minorities. In which Pakistani Junta became victorious and 

arrested Sheikh Mujib ur Rahman. Pakistan launched air strikes on North India on 3rd 

December 1971, after which India got indulged in the war. The war ended on 3rd December 

1971, in which West Pakistan surrendered. This war was held on 2 fronts. In the eastern 

theater the air supremacy was achieved and ultimately in Dhaka on 16th of December 1971, 

Pakistan surrendered. The landscape of South Asia was changed geopolitically after this war. 

Afterwards, Bangladesh has emerged as the 7th most populous country in the world. Many 

international entities took part in this Cold War tension which includes Soviet Union, 

People's Republic of china and United States. But ultimately United Nations recognized 

Bangladesh as the sovereign state in 1972. 

Second Iraqi–Kurdish War (1974-1975) 

The second chapter of the Barzani rebellion was the 2nd Iraqi Kurdish War (Esty, 2017). This 

war was started during 1974 to 1975, when the collapse of Kurdish autonomy talks took place 

and there was consequent Iraqi offensive against Mustafa Barzani troops. The war took place 

after the failure of 1970 Kurdish peace plan. This war was against the Iraqi army after the 
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previous gorilla campaigns by Barzani in 1961 to 1970. This was indeed a systematic warfare 

and the Kurds was rapidly destroyed due to the lack of latest and advanced weapons. Finally, 

the war ended with the causalities between 7000 to 20,000 from both sides and the KDP Iraqi 

party exiled. 

Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) 

From 1975 to 1990 a multi-faceted civil war was held in Lebanon which is also called the 

Lebanese civil war. This war resulted in the 120000 casualties, according to the report of 

United Nations human rights in 2006 (UN Human Rights report, 2006). According to CIA, 

report of 2012, 76,000 people remained displaced and unknown within the premises of 

Lebanon (CIA Report, 2012). 1,000,000 people exiled from Lebanon as a result of this civil 

war. It also comprised of the Shia Muslims (Byman, 2008). The mountainous human 

population mainly consisted of Druze and Christians. And the Shia Muslims were situated in 

the Beqaa Valley, which is located in the East Lebanon.  

The runners of the government of Lebanon were the elite including Maronite Christians. 

These Christians had a great influence on the system and government of Lebanon (Inhorn, 

2012). The war came to an end in 1989 when Taif agreement was signed. This agreement 

points the beginning of an extremely good ending.  The solutions of the Lebanese civil war 

were also directed to be found in these special committees formulated by the Arab League to 

get the solution of the problems. All the political crimes were pardoned in March 1991, when 

parliament passed the law of amnesty which stated that all crimes must be pardoned before 

their enactment. The armed forces of Lebanese slowly regained as nonsectarian Institute 

which was by then the only Lebanon's major nonsectarian Institute with the exception of 

Hezbollah in May 1991, the militants were dissolved. However, the tensions between the 

Sunnis and Shias remained as it is even after and off the war (Rolland, 2003). 
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(FOURTH DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OFTHE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 1977-1986 

Libyan–Egyptian Wars (1977) 

The Egyptian–Libyan War was a four days short border war fought between Libya and Egypt 

that lasted from 21
st
 July to 24

th
 July 1977. The conflict was the outcome of depleting 

relations that had occurred between the two countries, as a repercussion when Egyptian 

President Anwar Sadat had rejected Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi's supplications to unify 

the two countries and suggested a peace settlement with Israel in the aftermath of the Yom 

Kippur War of 1973 (Milgram, 1976). Libya began sponsoring rebels and choreographed 

assassination plots to undermine Sadat. Whereas, Egypt responded to weaken Gaddafi in 

early 1976. 

Once conflict grew out of proportion, Gaddafi dispatched troops to the Egyptian frontier, 

where clashes started with border guards. Response by the Sadat was swift and massive, 

while Egyptian General Staff made plans to invade and depose Gaddafi. A formal agreement 

between the two countries was never reached and relations remain strained. The two nations, 

however, maintained a ceasefire and slowly withdrawn their armies from the frontier. 

Although, Gaddafi moderated his pomposity against Egypt for the next years, but actively 

assembled other Arab states to isolate the country. 

South Lebanon conflict (1978) 

Lebanese invasion of the Litani River led to the conflict in 1978. Nevertheless, PLO forces 

retreated north of the Litani River. However, the conflict left 1,100–2,000 Lebanese and 

Palestinians in Lebanon, 20 Israelis killed, and 100,000 to 250,000 people were internally 

displaced. This led to the establishment of the peacekeeping force UNIFIL and the Israeli 

withdrawal. Although, this operation was Israel's limited military infiltration into southern 

Lebanon, the operation was set to deep-rooted Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The PLO was 

therefore a popular front for Palestine Liberation and other Palestinian groups, establishing a 

quasi-state in southern Lebanon. They used this country as a base to attack civilian targets in 

northern Israel, and to carry out worldwide terrorist attacks on Israel and other targets. 

The influx of 3,000 PLO militants into Jordan's civil war and the regrouping in southern 

Lebanon has made the conflict even worse. Israel carried out a devastating attack on PLO 

bases from 1968 to 1977, razing parts of towns and camps to the ground. According to a 
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October 1977 report, nearly 300,000 refugees, mainly Shiite Muslims, have fled southern 

Lebanon (Gross Cup, 1998). The conflict between Palestine and Israel increased political 

tensions between Maronite Christians and Druze on the one hand, and Muslims on the other, 

which increased the factors behind the Lebanese civil war of 1975-1990 (Maoz and Mor, 

2002). 

Uganda–Tanzania War (1978-1979) 

The Uganda-Tanzania war was called the Kagera War or the "1979 Liberation War." The war 

between October 1978 and June 1979 led to the overthrow of the Idi Amin regime. Colonel 

Idi Amin launched a military coup, firing Ugandan President Milton Obote, causing relations 

with neighboring Tanzania to deteriorate in 1971. Idi Amin's troops included thousands of 

soldiers sent by Libya (Copper, 2015). Amin served as President of Uganda and ruled the 

country under an oppressive dictatorship (Martha, 1979). However, relations between the two 

presidents remained tense. Nyerere often condemned Amin's regime, which repeatedly 

threatened to attack Tanzania. At the same time, relations between Tanzania and Kenya 

deteriorated, and the East African Community subsequently collapsed (Lacey, 2014). There 

were also controversy about Uganda's claim that "Kagera Salient" has 720 square miles of 

land between the official border and the River Kagera. Uganda claims that this protrusion 

should be placed under its jurisdiction; Uganda supported the claim on the grounds that the 

river constitutes a more reasonable boundary. The border was originally designated by British 

and German colonial officials before the First World War (John, 1978). 

Kurdish–Turkish conflict (1978–present) 

It was a dispute between Turkey and groups of Kurdish insurgents seeking independence 

from Turkey to establish an independent Kurdistan state. In the Republic of Turkey, Kurds 

have sought autonomy and greater political and cultural rights for the Kurds. The biggest 

rebel faction, "the Kurdistan Workers 'Party" or PKK, led the movement (Kurdish: Partiya 

Karkerên Kurdistan). The insurgency was mainly in southeastern Turkey along with attacks 

in numerous sections of Turkey (IDMC, 2011). PKK was launching its attacks from Iraq‘s 

kurds populated area. Therefore, Turkey launched frequent ground attacks, Air and Artillery 

strikes in the region. Conflict coasted an estimated loss of $300 to 450 billion, mostly 

military costs. It also had adverse effect on tourism in Turkey (Mutlu, 2008). 

In the end, after a year of tension due to multiple incidents, PKK was forced to terminate the 

ceasefire signed in 2013 on 25 July 2015. In Iraq the Turks proceeded to bomb the PKK 



27 
 

positions throughout the war between the Kurds and the Islamic State and Levant. The 

resumption of violence has led to the killing of hundreds of Kurdish civilians, including 

multiple human rights violations, torture, rape and widespread property destruction (New 

York Times, 2017). Turkish authorities have destroyed most of the cities where many Kurds 

live, including Diyarbakir, Sirnak, Mardin, Sizre, Nusaybin and Yuksekova (UN human 

rights, 2017). Through ongoing negotiations, the AKP and the PKK have reached a ceasefire. 

The ceasefire broke out in the summer of 2015 due to political tensions. 

Grand Mosque seizure (1979) 

The Grand Mosque was seized between November and December 1979 after armed civilians 

requested the Saudi House to be overthrown. As a result, the mosque shrine in Mecca, Saudi 

Arabia was taken over by them. The insurgents believed that the proclaimed Mahdi ("Islamic 

Redeemer"), Mohammed Abdullah al-Qahtani, arrived as one of his representatives and 

called on Muslims to follow him. The Saudi Special Forces fought for the recapture of the 

compound for nearly two weeks on the advice of three French GIGN commandos (Miller, 

2015). 

Islamic world was shocked when worshipers were taken hostages and crossfire caused death 

of hundreds of militants and security forces to regain the possession of Masjid Ul Haram. 

Two weeks after the takeover started the siege ended, and the mosque was cleared (Benjamin, 

2002). Al-Qahtani was killed during the mosque's recapture but Juhayman and 67 of his 

fellow rebelled who survived the attack were captured and beheaded later (Mackey, 2002). 

The Saudi King Khaled applied more rigorous implementation of Shariah following the 

attack (Islamic law), in the next decade he gave more influence to the ulamas and religious 

conservatives, and religious police became more assertive.  

Islamist uprising in Syria (1979-82) 

The Syrian Islamic Uprising has witnessed a series of rebellions and armed rebellions 

between Sunni Islamists from 1976 to 1982, mainly members of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

The purpose of the uprising was to oppose the power of the Syrian government controlled by 

the Secular Baath Party, the "Syrian" terrorist movement (Scale, 1989). Islamists targeted 

civilians and off-duty military personnel of the security forces during the conflict, Civilians 

were also killed in the retaliatory attack, and the rebellion reached its climax during the 

Hauma Massacre in 1982 (ou.edu). 
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Soviet–Afghan War (1979-89) 

From December 1979 to February 1989, the Soviet-Afghanistan war lasted for nearly nine 

years. Insurgent groups (collectively known as Jihad) and smaller Maoist groups waged 

guerrilla warfare. The war targeted both the Soviet army and the government of the 

Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, mainly in rural areas. The United States, Saudi Arabia, 

and Pakistan supported jihadist groups, making them proxy wars of the Cold War. Almost 

562,000 to 2,000,000 civilians were killed in the conflict, and millions of Afghans fled the 

country as refugees, mostly to Pakistan and Iran (Klass, 1994). The war's origins began with 

a coup in 1978, when the Afghan Communist Party came to power and launched a series of 

national reforms of progressive modernization. Due to their opposition to Islam, those 

reforms were not welcome among the rural population. By comparison, Soviet-Afghanistan's 

authoritarian nature actively restricted the execution; it included the execution of thousands 

of political prisoners, contributing to the formation of armed anti-government groups. The 

country was effectively a popular rebellion by April 1979. 

The US, along with the international community, retaliated and imposed various sanctions 

and embargoes on the Soviet Union. It also prompted to boycott the 1980‘s Summer 

Olympics. Moves such as boycott and sanctions intensified tensions in the Cold War and 

incensed the Soviet Union, which then boycotted the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles 

(Encyclopedia of the New American Nation, 2020). The Soviet Union's original plan was to 

protect towns and roads and stabilize the government under the new leader Kamal, 

withdrawing troops within six months or a year. However, after fierce resistance from the 

guerrillas, the Soviets fell into a bloody war that lasted 9 years (Cambridge Christian College, 

2018). The Soviet contingent had increased to 108,800 by the mid-1980 and the rise in 

fighting had increased the war's military and diplomatic expense to the Soviet Union (Crile, 

2003). By mid-1987, after consulting with the Afghan Government, the Soviet Union 

declared it was now withdrawing troops. The decision was based on the reform leader 

Mikhail Gorbachev (British Nica). The final withdrawal of the troops began on 15 May 1988 

and ended on 15 February 1989. That left the Afghan government forces battling the Taliban 

alone, which lasted until 1992, when the Soviet-backed government collapsed. Because of its 

length it is sometimes referred to in the Western media as the "Soviet War in the Soviet 

Union" or "Bear Trap". The Soviet Union's failure in the war was seen as a factor which led 

to the collapse of the Soviet Union (Parkash, 1999). 
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Iran–Iraq War (22 September, 1980 – 20 August, 1988) 

Iraq invaded Iran on 22 September 1980, and a ceasefire brokered by the United Nations 

ended on 20 August 1988. War was the result of Iraq's effort to dominate Iran in the Persian 

Gulf, and claimed that the 1979 Iranian revolution would revolt against the Baath Party by 

the Shiite majority in Iraq. The war also has border disputes between the two countries as a 

backdrop. Accordingly, Iraq planed to annex Khuzestan's oil-rich province and Arvand Rud's 

east coast (Shatt al-Arab). Iraq sought to exploit the turmoil that followed the Iranian 

revolution. It made little progress, and was repelled easily. Through June 1982, Iran had 

restored almost all of its lost territories. Iran remained aggressive for the next six years until 

the war reached to its end (Karsh, 2002). There were several soldiers, especially the Iranian 

People's Jihadists adjacent to Iraq, and the Iraqi Kurdish militias of the KDP and PUK are 

adjacent to Iran. The US, UK, Soviet Union, France, and most Arab countries offer 

diplomatic and logistical assistance to Iraq, while Iran was largely isolated.  

As a consequence, war fatigue, economic difficulties, moral decay, persistent defeats in Iran, 

recent gains in Iraq, the use of weapons of mass destruction by Iraq, lack of international 

support, and intensified military tensions between the United States and Iraq led to a ceasefire 

for eight years. later on, Mediation was used in terms of tactics, the conflict was considered 

to be unique and simultaneous in World War I, including a large-scale trench war, in which 

barbed wire straddled a solid line of defense, manned machine guns, bayonets, Iran Man-

made attacks and widespread use of Iraqi-made chemical weapons resulted in deliberate 

attacks on civilian targets. The worship of Iranian martyrs which formed in the years before 

the revolution can be seen as a special feature of the war. On sermons developed in the sense 

of the Shiites of Iran have contributed to a strategy of "crowd attack," which had a lasting 

impact on the war's development (Golz, 2019). Approximately, 500,000 Iraqi and Iranian 

troops have died apart from the drop in civilian numbers. The war ended without any changes 

to the border or the compensation.  

Lebanon War (6 June 1982 – June 1985) 

The war was referred by the Israeli government as the "Operation of the Galilee", and later 

known as the Lebanese War or the First Lebanese War (Israel), known as the "Invasion" in 

Lebanon, beginning on June 6, 1982. During the war, IDF invaded southern Lebanon after 

repeated attacks and counterattacks by civilians on both sides of the border caused by the 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and IDF operating in southern Lebanon (Tucker, 
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2008). A military operation was triggered after gunmen organized by Abu Nidal attempted to 

assassinate Israeli ambassador to the UK, Sheromoagoff. Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 

Begin began to blame the incident on Abu Nidal's enemies, the PLO, and saw the incident as 

the culprit of the invasion (Harvey, 2003). 

United States bombing of Libya (1986) 

In 1986, the US bombing of Libya, codenamed El Dorado Canyon, included a US air strike 

on Libya on Tuesday, April 15, 1986. The attack was carried out though air strikes by the 

U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy and U.S. Marines in retaliation for the 1986 discotheque bombing 

in West Berlin. Forty casualties were reported in Libya, and an American plane was shot 

down. One of the deaths claimed by Libya was a baby girl, reportedly by Hana Gaddafi, the 

daughter of Muammar Gaddafi (Hilsum, 2012). However, there were doubts as to whether 

she was actually killed or if she really existed (The Guardian, 2011). 

(FIFTH DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 1987 – 1996 

First Liberian Civil War (24 December 1989 – 2 August 1997) 

From 1989 until 1997, there was an internal conflict in Liberia, and it was also called the 

Liberian Civil war or the first Liberian civil war (Kieh, 2008). The role of the West African 

states and the United Nations Economic Community was seen as almost 250,000 people were 

killed in this conflict (Ecowas).  However, the second Liberian civil war broke out in 1999. 

The election of 1985 was considered fraud and the Samuel Doe‘s government was also 

overthrown in 1980. It was also noticed by the former military. There was one unsuccessful 

coup held. The Doe government was also meant to be destroyed and toppled by the previous 

government of Charles Taylor. Charles Taylor moved into the country in December 1989.  

He moved there from the neighboring Ivory Coast. There was a faction for the control in 

Monrovia named as NPFL. The national Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) which was the 

Dow Taylor‘s forces fought against the (INPFL) the independent national patriotic front. This 

was a rebel group. Doe was executed by Johnson in 1990.  In 1997, the new elections were 

held, and final peace agreement was also signed. But before this the ceasefire of 1995 was 

violated. On July 1997, Taylor was considered the president of Liberia. 
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Gulf War (1990 – 1991) 

On 2
nd

 August 1990 to 28
th

 February 1991, the Gulf War occurred. There was a combat phase 

from 2
nd

 August 1990 to 17
th

 January 1991. The defense troops of Saudi Arabia arranged for 

operation. Those deserts troops were arranged from January 17, 1991 to 28
th

 February 1991. 

Due to increase in the oil prices and Kuwait annexation and Iraq‘s invasion, 35 nations 

collated with the United Nations and waged the War. This war also had many names, i.e. 

Kuwait War, Persian Gulf War, First Gulf War, Gulf War 1, First Iraq War and Iraq war. 

Instead with the post 2003 Iraq War, it had identification as ―Iraq War‖. During operation 

desert storm, the daily broadcast from the camera images gave the War the nickname of 

Video Game War (Council on Foreign Relations, 2007). 

The members of the UN Security council brought economic sanctions immediately. That also 

caused the international condemnation. On 2
nd

 august 1990, Kuwait was occupied by the 

Iraqi army. The invasion was resisted by Argentina of the Falkland Island along with the UK 

Prime Minister Margret Thatcher, ten years ago. George H.W Bush American president 

forced other countries and his own US forces to the Saudi Arabia scene.  After the World 

War two, that was the largest coalition on the basis of military alliances.  The greatest 

military alliance was between US, with the United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. The 

cost paid by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait was US$32 billion out of US$ 60 billion cost (Peters, 

1995).  On January 17, 1991, there was the expelling of Iraqi troops from Kuwait in the initial 

conflict. It was an aerial and naval bombardment continued for five weeks.  On 24
th

 February, 

there was a ground assault afterwards. The Kuwait advanced into the Iraq territory and there 

was a decisive victory by the Cooptation forces. After the start of ground campaign, the 

ceasefire was declared for 100 hours by the Collation forces.  On Saudi Arabia border the 

ariel ground combat was limited to Iraq and Kuwait. Iraq launched scud missiles against 

military targets of Scud missiles against Israil from the soil of Saudi Arabia. 

Afghan Civil War (1992–1996) 

On 28 April 1992, there was the formation of new one government which was interim 

government and that was replaced by the Republic of Aniston under the presidency of 

Mohammad Najibullah .This was the contemporary Afghanistan history. On 27th September 

1996, the Islamic emirate of Afghanistan was established by the Taliban‘s conquest of Kabul. 

On 25th April 1992, Pakistan Inter-services intelligence ISI but if used to form coalition with 

mujahedeen. They also tried to conquer Kabul for themselves. All these happenings led to a 
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civil war in Afghanistan including 5 or 6 mujahedeen armies and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar led 

the Hezb-e-Islamia Gulbuddin. Many of the residents of Kabul fled from the city after 4 

months of heavy bombardment. Somehow, the correlations between the armies and militant 

groups formed and break off and on. Kabul‘s population dropped from 2 million to 500,000 

by mid-1994. From 1995 to 1996, the newly strongest militias Taliban group was made with 

the help and support of Pakistan ISI. In late 1994, they took Kandahar and in 1995 Herat 

were taken by The Taliban. In 1996, finally they captured Kabul. The fighting and bloodshed 

have not been stopped and continued to destroy the life till date (Immigration and Refugee 

Board of Canada, 2014). 

Tajikistani Civil War (1992 –1997) 

The War in Tajikistan also known as the Tajikistan civil war or Tajik civil war was started 

when the two groups Garm and Gorno Badakhshan regions of Tajikistan started rebellion 

against the newly formed government in May 1992. The president of this newly formed 

government was Rahmon Nabiyev. The people of Khujand and Kulyab regions dominated 

the president. Some Liberal Democratic reformers and Islamic extremists started the rebellion 

against the government of this president. Later on, that interim government organized under 

the umbrella of the new opposition named as United Tajik opposition. However, at that time 

Russia supported the government (Bruce, 2017). Although, there were disturbances which 

occurred in all the country but the center of the conflict was the South of Afghanistan. The 

destruction of the civil war continued for 5 long years with horrific outcomes (Shirin, 2001). 

By June 1997, almost 20,000 to 100,000 people were dead and almost 10 to 20% of the total 

population was decreased (Bruce, 2017). At last, the war ended when Moscow protocol and 

the agreement on establishment of national peace in Tajikistan were signed. Those peace 

agreements were signed by the following leaders, Journal Gerd Merrem the secretary of the 

united nation, leader of United Tajik opposition Abdullah Nuri and President Emom Ali 

Rahman of Tajikistan. Those facts were signed on June 27, 1997 and eventually the war came 

to an end (Pike, 2013). 

Iraqi Kurdish Civil War (1994 – 1997) 

During the mid 1990‘s, The Iraqi Kurdish civil war took place (Leezenberg, 2005). It was a 

military war between the rival factions, of course in Iraqi Kurdistan. These 2 factions were 

Kurdistan Democratic Party and the patriotic union of Kurdistan. It was not a game, there 

was an additional involvement from American forces that drawn fight between Turkish 
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Kurdistan and Iranian Iraqi and Turkish state forces with Kurdish factions from Iranian. 

There were 3000 to 5000 civilian causalities during this war. 

Afghan Civil War (1996–2001) 

Civil war of Afghanistan that started in 1989 merged some of the series of events. The 

Taliban conquest of Kabul and the establishment of Islamic emirate of Aniston were held on 

27th September 1996. On 7th October 2001, the US and the UK also got involved in 

Afghanistan civil war. There was another war in Afghanistan that was initiated in 1978. In 

the eyes of international community, the government of Afghanistan remained as the 

recognized government. The United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan acknowledged 

the Taliban Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in response to the northern Taliban alliance. As 

the united front this new alliance was established by Ahmed Shah Masood in opposition to 

the Taliban. Pakistan and Saudi Arabia provided financial assistance to Afghanistan during 

the civil war. In the unified front of Islamic Emirates, including Pashtuns, Hazaras, Turkmens 

and Uzbeks Tajiks, ethnicities in Afghanistan were included.  

Military support was given by Pakistan during this conflict and financial support was given 

by Saudi Arabia. A battalion and regiment of army and Corps were created by Pakistan 

against the united front. Taliban was supported by Al-Qaeda by importing fighters from Arab 

countries, Pakistan and Central Asia (Grad, 2009). 

(SIXTH DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 1997 – 2006 

Al-Qaeda insurgency in Yemen (1998 – Present) 

In 1998, the Al- Qaeda insurgency started in Yemen. That was an armed conflict between 

Yemeni governments affiliated with Al-Qaeda in Yemen. The Yemeni government was 

assisted by the United States. It was actually a sub-conflict started on the grounds of War on 

terror that started globally.  There was an open war declared by Yemen on Al-Qaeda. This 

started on 14
th

 January 2010 and that was the escalating point of the conflict (Al-Jazeera 

English, 2010). When Yemen started a military attacks against its allies that are Saudi Arabia 

and United States, then Yemen took action against Al-Qaeda. There were many attacks that 

were linked to Al-Qaeda in German including the American embassy attack in 2008 and 

several attacks against foreign tourists. This also included 2000 bombing of the USS Cole. 

Mine started its operations to stop Al-Qaeda in the late 2009. This action of Yemen occurred 
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when a Yemen based wing attacked and failed on 25th of December 2009 to blow up Detroit 

bound US airliner. This attack was basically based on the training camp in Abyan that killed 

many civilians on 17th December. Since 2009, there were many reports that signaled that 

there is a Great American support to Yemen in the operations against Al-Qaeda. This support 

from America included Intelligence sharing ―several dozen troops‖ including training 

operation and special joint command. However, there was no direct involvement of USA in 

the counterterrorism operation (The Washington post, 2010). 

Kargil War (1999) 

Kargil was an armed conflict between Pakistan and India. The Kargil War broke out in the 

Kashmir kargil region between May and July 1999. This happened somewhere in the Line of 

Control (LOC). This operation was also known as Operation Vijay. They name it after a 

clearing up of the Kargil sector. The major cause of the Kargil war was: as Pakistani rebels 

dressed themselves like Kashmiri troops, India attempted to penetrate the Indian side of the 

line of control. The boundary between India and Pakistan was called the control line, and it 

serves as the frontier defecto between the two nations.  

Pakistan claimed victory in the war and considered the Kashmiri insurgents totally 

Independent in the early stages of the fight. But later on, the Chief of Army staff and the 

Prime Minister of Pakistan and their statements showed the involvement of Pakistan military 

forces and parliamentary forces into the matter. However, afterwards Indian Air Force 

supported the Indian army and in a collective combat the armies cleared the line of control 

(LOC) from the Pakistani troops and militants. Afterwards, Pakistan faced the international 

opposition diplomatically, so, Pakistan retreat and left the Indian positions along the LOC 

(line of control) (Pike, 2011). 

After the war, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif showed ignorance regarding the facts and War 

plans. He also claimed that he unaware until happening; he received a Phone call from his 

counterpart Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Some of the Pakistani writers and Prime 

Minister Nawaz Shairf were of the view that only 4 generals were aware of the plan; which 

included General Pervaiz Musharraf. However, Pervaiz Musharraf stated that Nawaz Sharif 

was aware of the Kargil operation 15 days prior to visit of Atal Bihari Vajpayee to Lahore on 

20
th

 February. 
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Al-Aqsa Intifada (2000 – 2005) 

Israeli-Palestinian war also named as the second Intifada periods (the period of violence). The 

Israeli‘s called it as the campaign on terror by the Palestinian militants and the Palestinian 

national assembly and other groups. However, Palestine considered it as the uprising against 

the Israel. There were 2 main reasons for the Israel Palestine conflict; The first was the  

withdrawal of Israeli from South Lebanon that held in spring 2000, and the 2nd was 

agreement on the Israeli Palestine peace process reached by Camp David peace process in 

July 2000. During this warfare, there were a huge number of deaths among militants, as well 

as the civilians. Israel readily responded to Palestine attacks through suicide bombing, rock 

throwing and gunfire attacks with the air attacks and numerous target killings. The estimated 

rate was 3000 people from Palestine and one thousand Israelis were killed. Moreover, 64 

foreigners were also killed (Halamish, 2009). 

War on Terror (2001 – Until Now) 

The global war on terrorism is also known as the War on Terror. It is an international military 

campaign launched after the attacks of 11 September by the United States (New York Times, 

2005). The most prominent targets of this attack was launched by the United States, including 

Tehrik-i-Taliban, Pakistan‘s various franchise groups , Islamic state, Al-Qaeda and many 

others throughout the Muslim world. These groups were the main Sunni fundamentalist 

groups that were armed terrorist groups (December 1979 - February 1989). The Democratic 

Republic of Coniston got the support of People's Republic of China, United States, Saudi 

Arabia, United Kingdom and Pakistan. All these states supported the guerrillas Afghan 

Mujahidin against the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and the Soviet Union.  

Osama bin Laden being an awful and Arab also fought against the Soviet Union voluntarily 

but there was no evidence of external assistance (Bergen 2006). Later on, the world Islamic 

front for jihad group which was basically against Jews and Crusaders sponsored by Usama 

bin Laden in May 1996. And later on, it became Al-Qaeda. The Islamist regime of Taliban 

earlier in the year seized power and Al-Qaeda started to form the base of large operations in 

the premises of Afghanistan. Osama bin Laden signed the fatwa and became the leader of al 

Qaeda, while he also declared war against Israel and the West. In February 1998, the festival 

was signed by Osama bin Laden. In May, as leader of Al-Qaeda, Osama bin Laden released a 

videotape declaring war against the West and the United States.  
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Taliban insurgency (2002 –Present) 

All in all, the former government led by President Hamid Karzai was the one against whom 

the Taliban forces were fighting. Now it is lead by Ashraf Ghani. This was the U.S. Led 

international security aid campaign against the (ISAF). However, the insurgency was spread 

to neighboring countries bordering such as Pakistan in Waziristan as well as Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, on Durand line.  

The low intensity warfare was also conducted by the Taliban against the NATO allies Anna 

for national security. However, the insurgent groups are particularly accused for getting the 

funds from the regional countries like Iran, China Russia and Pakistan (Small, 2015). During 

2009 and 2011, there were reports that the insurgents were responsible for the civilian 

causalities ranging from 75 to 80% in number. They did this by bombing the civilians 

directly. 

War in Darfur (2003 – Ongoing) 

In the Darfur region of Sudan, there was a major conflict which was called the war of Darfur. 

This conflict began in February 2003. When the equality and justice movement and The 

Sudan liberation movement started fighting and protested against the government of Sudan. 

These conflicts began, when these rebellions accused the government for oppressing the non-

Arab population of Darfur. The war been carried out by the government which was called the 

cleansing campaign against the non-Arabs of Darfur. After these conflicts, there were 

thousands of civilians who died and allegations were put on Sudan‘s president Umar al 

Bashir, for crimes against humanity and the genocide. He was punished by the International 

Criminal Court (International Criminal court). 

On February 2010, the government of Sudan and justice movement signed a cease fire 

agreement. This agreement was signed on the basis of peace. JEM gained more benefits out 

of these talks particularly south Sudan (BBC, 2008). There was the violation of Tolu 

agreement and the talks were considered null and void when there was an allegation on 

Sudanese army to launch a raid and air strikes against a town. The JEM being the largest 

rebellion group in their food back off from the negotiations (BBC May, 2008). However, in 

August 2019, there was a draft signed by military and the representatives of civilians from the 

Sudanese revolution. This draft was known as constitutional declaration and it was based on 

peace process and peace agreement. These peace agreements were made between the regions 
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of armed conflict. This agreement was valid up to 6 months out of 39 months period of 

transition that led to the Democratic civilian government. 

Iraq War (2003 – Ongoing) 

Iraq war was an armed conflict that was started in 2003. This conflict was started when 

United States wanted to overthrow the government of Saddam Hussein. This conflict 

continued for almost 10 years. This was the conflict that continued as an insurgency, in the 

opposition of post invasion of the government of Iraq and emerged for the opposition of 

occupying forces (Britannica, 2012). In the first 3 to 4 years of the conflict, it was estimated 

that 151000 to 600,000 Iraqi civilians were killed. Private military companies and the 

contractors of defense hired the US troops in 2009 to fight on the ground of Iraq but the 

official US troops were withdrawn (Gielink2007). There was new correlation in 2014 in 

which US interfered and intervened as the head of the fresh coalition. After that, many 

conflicts and dimensions of civil armed continued in the form of insurgency. After the 

terrorist attacks on September 11, President Bush announced an international war against 

terrorism, which is why the invasion occurred, and the United States sponsored the invasion 

(Gordon, 1995).  

The multiparty elections were held in 2005 in Iraq after a series of invasions. In 2006, Nouri-

Al-Maliki was elected as a Prime Minister and remained in office till 2014. The sectarian 

tensions were at its peak after the al-Maliki government policies that were seen to alienate the 

Sunni minority in Iraq.  This situation grew worse and conflict started. In 2014, The United 

States and its allies gave the military response when the Islamic State of Iraq and ISIL 

targeted the northern Iraq. They declared The Islamic caliphate and launched a military 

offensive. In the consequences of Iraq war, there were worst conditions in which tens of 

thousands of military soldiers died and thousands of civilians also lost their lives. During 

2004 and 2007, there were maximum civilian deaths due to insurgency and civilian conflicts. 

At least 67,000 civilians died and almost 5,000,000 people left the country. This conflict or 

Iraqi civil war was considered to be one of the largest insurgencies of all time (IOM, 2017). 

Insurgency in Baluchistan (2003 – Present) 

In the Baluchistan region, there was an insurgency named as guerrilla war which was started 

by Baluch nationalists against Iran by the Baluchistan region and the government of Pakistan. 

The areas of conflict covered the region of South Afghanistan, Baluchistan region, 

southeastern Iran and Baluchistan province in southwestern Pakistan. This is the less 
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developed province in Pakistan which is rich in fluoride, sulfur, copper, coal, Gas, oil and 

gold along with many other natural resources. There was a demand by the armed groups and 

militants to have a control over the natural resources of the province. Civilians were also 

attacked from other ethnicities and Baluch separatists in the province (BBC, 2009). The 

tensions in Baluchistan also accelerated, when in 2010 there were attacks against her 

community by the sectarian groups. Although, this was not directly related to the political 

struggle (The diplomat, 2014). 

Insurgency in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (2004 – Ongoing) 

There was an insurgency in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa involving Pakistan.  It was an armed 

conflict that involved other groups as well. These groups were Jundullah, Lashkar-e-Islam, 

Taliban Pakistan, TNSM, ISIN and Khorasan which are the central allies of al Qaeda. Some 

other groups are also involved like East Turkistan movement, movement of Uzbekistan, 

Emirate of Caucasus, and the other elements of the terrorism and organized criminals. 

When Pakistan army started searching for al Qaeda fighters in the area of Waziristan which is 

the mountainous area of Pakistan in 2004, the armed conflict began. This conflict escalated 

and involved the armed resistance. Basically, Pakistan was trying to contribute in the 

international war of terror started by the USA after the attacks of 9/11 (The Christian Science 

monitor, 2006). From 2008 to 2010, further clashes bloomed between the Central Asian 

militant groups and the Pakistan army. However, the Central Asian militant groups were 

aligned with the Arab fighters (United States government National Center for counter 

terrorism 2013). KTP and other militant subgroups were organized like LEL when 

nonmilitary veterans of Pakistan joined the foreign militants. Subsequently the Tehrik-e- 

Taliban Pakistan was established. Afterwards, the TTP and LEl joined and allied with the 

TNSM established in 1992. There was a deep impact of this war on the national economy of 

the country and it almost extirpated the manpower of the country and consequently the 

resources as well. All this happened when USA led War on Terror was joined by Pakistan. 

According to the MOF Ministry of Finance, there was a pressure of $67.93 billion on the 

country's economy directly and indirectly, and a data survey compilation that was conducted 

mathematically.  

All this happens since 2001 and the state became the ―Fort line state‖. Pakistan has never 

witnessed such a devastating social and economic upheaval in its industry even after this 
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environment of the country by the direct war with India in 1971‖ according to the military of 

Finance Report issued in 2010 to 2011 economic survey. 

Lebanon War (2006) 

A 34 day armed conflict held in Lebanon in 2006. This occurred in the areas of Golan 

Heights and northern areas of Israel. The major parties that took part in this conflict were 

Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and paramilitary forces of Hezbollah. On August 14, 2006, 

united nation intervened and put a cease fire on the conflicts which were started on 12th of 

July 2006. However, when Israel lifted the naval blockade which it put on the Lebanon, 

Consequently, the conflict ended formally on 8th September 2006.  Instead of Arab Israeli 

conflict it became the Iran Israel proxy conflict and some consider it the first round of it 

because of the unlimited support of military of Iran to Hezbollah even after the war ended 

(ZISSER, 2011). Almost 1191 and 1300 Lebanese were killed during this conflict. And the 

Israelis who suffered were almost 165. The infrastructure of civil Lebanese was highly 

damaged after this conflict. And approximately 300,000 to 500,000 Israelis left the country 

and almost 1,000,000 Lebanese were displaced after the conflict was ended. This believed to 

be one of the greatest armed wars which ultimately damaged the civil infrastructure of 

Lebanon (BBC, 2006). This was the 34-day military conflict which was finally ended and 

takes the lives of millions of the civilians and destroyed the humanity. 

(SEVENTH DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 2007-2016 

Battle of Gaza (2007) 

The Battle of Gaza, also known as Hamas‘ claim of Gaza, was a military dispute Between 

Fatah and Hamas. The dispute occurred in the Gaza Strip during June 10 and15, 2007. It was 

considered as an important incident in the Fatah-Hamas dispute, focused on the gain of 

power, succeeding the defeat of Fatah in the parliamentary elections of 2006. The Charge of 

Gaza Strip was taken by Hamas Fighters which got rid of Fatah officers (Tran, 2007).  The 

battle was a downfall for Palestinian territories. The battle arise the end of the Unity 

government and the breaking up of Palestinian territories into two Bodies by the rule of de 

facto. Gaza was ruled by Hamas and the Palestinian National Authority presided over the 

West Bank. It was reported by the ICRC that 118 people died and More than 550 were 

injured during the battle. This happened in the week up to 15 June (Reuters, 2007). 
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Lebanon conflict (2007) 

The root of the conflict in Lebanon in 2007 dates back to May 20, 2007, when a dispute 

broke out between the Islamist militant group Fatah al-Islam and the Lebanese Armed Forces 

(LAF). The dispute broke out in a UNRWA Palestinian Refugee camp near Tripoli, Nahr al-

Bared. The fighting was the most intense one since Lebanon‘s1975-90 civil wars. The fight 

was largely connected to the blockade of Nahr el Bared. There were also some minor 

confrontations in the Ain al-Hilweh refugee base in the Southern Lebanon. Several terrorist 

bombing took place in and around Lebanon‘s capital, Beirut. There were a lot of destructions 

due to these bombings. Fighting stopped in September 2007. 

Invasion of Anjouan (2008) 

The Comoros launched the annexation of Anjouan on 25 March 2008. It was a marine 

assault. The Comoros were supported by African Union (AU) forces as well as by the Sudan, 

Tanzanian and Senegal troops. Logistic assistance was provided by Libya and France. The 

main goal of the annexation was to overthrow Colonel Mohamed Bacar‘s governance in 

Anjouan. Anjouan was an island in the Union of Comoros. The annexation started when he 

denied resigning after a troubled election in 2007, which was a bold disobedience towards the 

federal government and the AU. The Comoros islands in the Indian Ocean have had an 

unruly record since being independent from France in 1975, going through more than 20 

coups or attempted coups (BBC, 2008). The annexation started on the daylight of 25 March 

2008. The island was proclaimed under the power of the invading forces on the same day and 

all the major towns were quickly swarm over. Mohamed Bacar was given political asylum on 

request when he managed to flee to Mayotte on 26 March. He was later captured by French 

administration there and taken to Réunion Island. On May 15th, France turned down Bacar's 

appeal. The French refugee office later found that the expelled leader could not be returned to 

Comoros because of the possibility of mistreatment (BBC, 2008). 

Conflict in Lebanon (2008) 

When Lebanon‘s 17-month –long political disasters got ugly, the 2008 dispute began on May 

7. The conflict was set in motion mainly due to the government action of shutting down 

Hezbollah‘s telecommunication network and getting rid of Beirut Airport‘s security chief 

Wafic Shkeir over professed bond to Hezbollah. Hassan Nasrallah, who was Hezbollah's 

leader, said the government's decision to make the group's military telecommunications 

network illegal was a "act of war" on the organization, and urged the government to annul it 
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(BBC, 2008). The opposition fighters which were commanded by Hezbollah took control of 

several West Beirut neighborhoods from Future Movement minutemen faithful to the 

government. These battles between Future Movement minutemen and opposition fighters 

were fought on streets and led to 11 deaths and 30 injured. The areas confiscated by the 

opposition were then handover to the Lebanese Army. The army gave word to settle the 

conflict and has altered the decision of the government by allowing Hezbollah to re-establish 

its telecoms network and re-installing the airport security chief (New York Times, 2008). On 

21 May 2008, the opponent Lebanese leaders came to a decision to end the 18-month 

political dispute that culminated in violence and almost brought the nation to the verge of a 

new civil war (France 24, 2008). 

Kufra Conflict (2008) 

A military conflict erupted in the Kufra territory of Libya. The conflict was between pro-

Toubou Front for the preservation of Libya (TFSL) group, and the Libyan administration. 

The Libyan administration declaring that the heads of the racial Toubous group had sided 

with their opponent Chad, looted them of their citizenship. This resulted in a dispute that 

began in early November 2008. The confrontations began when TFSL put a regional 

government‘s workplace on fire. Kufra went under blockade because the government sent 

army forces and helicopters to the region after the incident. A cease-fire was agreed in mid-

November and as a result the confrontations stopped. A meeting was arranged to put an end 

to the fight between Toubou tribal and Libyan officers on 20, November 2008. It was held in 

Kufra. The fight had caused 11 to 30 deaths, with almost hundred being wounded (Los 

Angeles Times, 2008). 

Gaza War (2008–09) 

Israelis and Palestinians fought for three weeks in Gaza. The zone is called the Gaza War. 

The event started on December 27, 2008 and stopped on January 18, A unilateral ceasefire in 

2009 (Bin-David, 2009). The causality of the Palestinians is somewhere between 1,166 and 

1,417, on the other hand, only 13 people died in Israel (4 from whitefly killing). Israel's 

declared goal is to stop random Palestinians Fire rockets at Israel and steal weapons from the 

Gaza Strip (The Guardian, 2009). There is a reason to say that its rocket took off in response 

to Israeli armed operations. Next to hamas Israel announced a unilateral breach of the 

ceasefire a few weeks ago (Al Jazeera, 2009). Israeli targets included police stations, military 

posts, and weapons supplies and the supposed rocket shooting team. They also attacked 
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political and administrative Organizations in the initial, launched attacks in sparsely 

populated cities in Gaza, Rafa and Khan Younis (United Nations Human Rights Council, 

2009). Following the outbreak of the war, Palestinian groups fired rockets in reaction to what 

they termed a "massacre."International law, the international community agrees that innocent 

civilians and residential buildings should not differentiate between civilians and the 

unlawfully targeted military (Human Rights Watch, 2010). 

On January 3, Israel began to invade the land. In the second phase, the walking commander 

gained rare access to the air, navy, heavy weapons, intelligence, and conflict engineering 

departments. At this stage, new hardware and technology are also in use. In Gaza, the densely 

populated city centre is under the responsibility of the Israel Defense Forces. Israel was 

suffered in the last week of the attack (since January 12) before attacking the rocket launch 

portion of Palestine, and targeted the Palestinian rocket launch component. Hamas launched 

assaults on rockets and mortars in response to civilian targets in southern Israel. During his 

virgin time in the war he entered important cities of Beersheba and Ashdod as a result of 

these attacks (Ynet News, 2008). International criticism and questions about major causes 

due to the growing crackdown on the Gaza Strip compelled Israeli leaders to avoid these 

attacks. The conflict ended on January 18, when Israel first officially called a unilateral truce 

and then, 12 hours later, Hamas negotiated a one-week truce (CBC, 2009). Israel is 

terminated its withdrawal on 21 January (BBC, 2009). In September 2009, a report was 

issued by an UN task force chaired by South African judge Richard Goldstone. The report 

recommended that Palestinian forces and the Israeli Security Forces be kept responsible for 

genocide and alleged crimes against humanity, and proposes bringing those people to justice 

(BBC, 2009). The Israeli government in its response criticized Goldstone's study but 

disagreed with its findings.  

Goldstone claimed in writing in 2011 that he no longer supports deliberate Israeli killings of 

civilians in Gaza (The Washington Post, 2011). None of the other writers of the study 

acknowledged Goldstone's reassessment by Hina Jilani, Christine Chinking and Desmond 

Travers. The UN Human Rights Council has directed Israel to track numerous repairs to the 

damage. The UN Human Rights Council reported on 21st September 2012 that 75% of 

civilian property lost in the attack was not restored (United Nations human rights council, 

2009). 
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Somali Civil War (2009–present) 

Somalia's civil war, which was started in 2009 and still continues, is primarily fought in 

southern and central Somalia. The conflict that started in early 2009 was between the Federal 

Government of Somalia forces, supported by the peacekeeping powers of the African Union, 

and numerous militant groups and factions. Due to the violence, thousands of people in the 

southern part of the country had to be relocated. Clashes between the Sufi Ahlu Sunna 

Walijama‘a and Al-Shabaab were also witnessed due to this dispute. Operation Linda Nchi 

was carried out against Al-Shabaab in which Kenyan army crossed the border into Somalia 

on October 16
th

 2011 (Voice of America, 2011). The objective of this operation was to 

confiscate Kismayo and set up a battlefield against Al-Shabaab. Kismayo was captured in 

2012. Operation Indian Ocean was initiated to clean up the last rebel-held pockets in the 

surroundings. The Operation was headed by the Somali government (Raxanreeb, 2014). In 

2017, Mogadishu bombings which took place between 14 October and 28 October were to 

blame for the deaths of over 500 people and more than 400 injured. 

Operation Scorched Earth 

In August 2009, Yemeni military action which was secretively named as Operation Scorched 

Earth was taken out in northern Saada Governorate. It was marked as the fifth wave of 

brutality in an ongoing mutiny to set the Houthis against the government. In November 2009, 

conflict was spread over the border into adjacent Saudi Arabia. They resulted in a Saudi 

forced attack into Yemen itself, the first martial action Saudi Arabia initiated since 1991 

(Murphy, 2009). 

Libyan Civil War (2011) 

In 2011, the North African country of Libya witnessed a civil conflict dubbed the First 

Libyan Civil War. This war was fought between units which were loyal to Colonel Muammar 

Gaddafi and those who were seeking to find a way to drive his government out (The 

Guardian, 2011). The war was followed by protests in Zawaiya on 8 August 2009 and finally 

provoked by protestation in Benghazi starting on Tuesday, 15 February 2011, which led to 

confrontations with armed forces that fired on the civilians (Cockburn, 2011). The protest 

quickly grew into a rebellion that spread throughout the world. The forces against Gaddafi 

formed the National Transitional Council, a provisional governing body.  
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In the after effects of the civil war, a small rebellion continued by previous Gaddafi flag-

waver. Multiple disputes and discord were witnessed between the local military and tribes. 

All this led to a conflict on 23 January 2012 in the former Gaddafi fortress of Bani Walid. 

This became the root cause of a substitute council being formed and later acknowledged by 

the National Transitional Council (NTC) (Al-Jazeera, January 2012).The role of the military 

which fought in the civil war and their role in new Libya were seen a major issue. Some 

disagree to put weapons down, and joint action with the NTC has been exhausted. This was 

the root cause of the actions against army and government took measures to dissolve such 

groups or merge them into Libyan army (Al-Jazeera, September 2012). The second civil war 

in Libya was caused directly by these unsettled concerns. 

Sinai insurgency (2011-Present) 

In Sinai Peninsula, the Sinai revolt is an ongoing dispute between Islamist army and Egyptian 

military forces. This conflict involved attacks on local civilians (Farid, 2017).The dethroning 

of long-lasting Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak in the Egyptian uprising of 2011 caused 

Egyptian crisis. The rebellion only began after the start of this crisis. A large part of Sinai 

rebellion in the start was composed of militants who were part of local Bedouin tribesmen, 

who took advantage of disorder in Egypt and incapacitated main authority to initiate a chain 

of attacks on government units in Sinai. Sections of the Ansar Bait al-Maqdis party pledged 

allegiance to the Islamic State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL) in 2014 and declared themselves to 

be Sinai Province, as well as an ISIL branch.  

It was reported by security officers that army base in Libya have been attached themselves 

with the Sinai Province group. It was also reported that they have criticized the penetrable 

border and continuing civil war for the rise in the availability of highly developed weapons to 

the Islamist group (The Jerusalem Post, 2017). Violence in Sinai burst once again after the 

kidnapping of Egyptian officials in May 2013. Succeeding the 2013 Egyptian takeover, 

which resulted in removal of Egyptian president Mohamed Morsi, ―unmatched 

confrontations‖ have happened (Ahram Online, 2020). 

Dozens of citizens were killed either by army actions or abducted and then decapitated by the 

radicals since the start of the strife. The deaths of 300 Sufist worshippers and over 100 

damaged were witnessed in an attack on a mosque, west of the city of Al-Arish in November 

2017 (The Age, 2018). 
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The Syrian Civil War (2011 – Until Now)  

The Syrian Civil War is a raging civil war in Syria involving multi parties. Syrian Arab 

Republic Ba'athist is headed by Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. The Baath party is in 

dispute with the nation and its allies against different countries and external powers hostile to 

and hostile to the Syrian government (Al-Jazeera, 2016). Today this war is the second 

deadliest conflict in the 21st century (British Encyclopedia, 2019). 

When protests demanding Assad's withdrawal were fervently suppressed, in the 2011 Arab 

Spring protest wave, Syrian riots developed in part as a result of dissatisfaction with the 

Syrian government and sparked a military conflict (BBC, 2016). The following factions: the 

Syrian Armed Forces and their international allies, a loose coalition of Sunni opposition 

insurgents (including the Free Syrian Army), Sarafi Jihad (including al-Nusra Front), a mix 

of Kurds and Syrian Arab Democratic forces (SDF) and the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIL), the region and many other countries directly participate in or support one or 

the other faction (Iran, Russia, Turkey, the United States, and others Those involved in the 

war, which began on March 15, 2011, and the war in Damascus and Aleppo was severely 

damaged. 

During the war, the United Nations launched several peace initiatives, including the Geneva 

peace talks on Syria in March 2017, but the conflict continues (Lundgren, 2016). 

Syrian Civil War spillover in Lebanon 

The Syrian civil war was shifted to Lebanon, as the opposition parties and the supporters of 

Syrian Arab Republic moved to Lebanon to attack and fight each other on the Lebanese 

ground. This happened between 2011 2017. Many of the rebels in Syria were supported by 

the Lebanon‘s Sunni Muslims and in result of this The Syrian conflict give rise to the 

sectarian violence in Lebanon. However, the Syrian government was highly supported by the 

Lebanon's Shia Muslims. The leader of the Syrian government is Bashar al Assad (Anderson, 

2013).  

Many of the murders and disturbance in the form of kidnapping occurred in Lebanon (The 

Atlantic, 2013). In May 2011 in Tripoli, there was a fight between gunmen in which 7 people 

were killed and almost 59 were wounded. This conflict was spread to South and East 

Lebanon and as well as to Beirut. However, the armed forces of Lebanon remained in Beirut 

and North Lebanon. Almost 800 were killed and 3000 people were injured in January 2016.  
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The anti-Syrian March would back by Saudi Arab and 14 supporter‘s alliance of the Syrian 

rebels.  The pro-Syrian were supported by Iran and 8 alliance supporters of the Syrian 

government. Finally, The Syrian civil war spill over was ended on 28 August 2017 in 

Lebanon. The withdrawal was held by ISIL and Tahrir al-Sham retreat from Lebanon. 

Ethnic violence in South Sudan 

Various ethnic groups in South Sudan have a very long history of violence which is ethnic in 

nature. There are 64 tribes in South Sudan but the most prominent one is Dinkas. Dinkas 

constitute about 35% of the population and are the most dominant one in the government. 

Nuers is the 2nd largest tribe. There are many Sudanese nomadic conflicts; these conflicts are 

usually due to cattle and grazing issues. Most of the conflicts arises indeed nomadic groups. 

Dennis Blair in 2010 asserted that ―over the next 5 years, a new mass killing, or Dino side is 

most likely to occur in the South part of Sudan‖. Dennis player is the director of national 

intelligence of the United States (Woocher, 2010). In 2017 the violence in South Sudan was 

considered to be the genocide by the sector E of United Kingdom Department of International 

Development Priti Patel (The Independent, 2017). 

Iraqi insurgency (2011–2013) 

In 2011, a series of crisis escalated which was referred as Iraq crisis, basically the Iraqi 

insurgency. The consequences of this conflict were disputes among the Iraqi religious groups 

and violent conflicts with the central government. This insurgency was the result of incidents 

based on the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003. Without correlation the major Sunni militant 

groups attacked the country's majority population to pressurize the majority Shia-Led 

government and its effort for the protection of people (Fox News, 2015). In 2014, The Syrian 

civil war strengthens the militant groups inside Iraq. The fight was initiated in Syria when 

Syrian government was supported by many Shia factions. This government was attacked by 

majority Sunni groups (VOA, 2012).  

The Islamic State of Iraq and ISI Syria created an insurgency in 2014. This insurgency was 

dramatically followed the conflict of Mosul. This doctrine was supported by Sunni factions of 

Islam and Salafi Jihadist military infection and some of the pro state which were 

unrecognized followers of fundamentalism (Pedler, 2015). In early 2014, ISIL began globally 

prominent And its supporters and allies started to strengthen its roots inside the deep soil of 

resource rich countries like Lebanon Syria and many others that became victim of these 

Islamic extremism. This was the worst conflict ever happened in the history of Syria. It 
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happened when Iraqi government forces word drove out of the Iraq key cities majorly 

western ones. This incident was followed by the Sinjar massacre and the captivation of 

Mosul. New conflict was arose which was Syrian civil war and it was more deadly and 

horrible one. 

Israel–Gaza conflict (2014) 

The 2014 Gaza war also referred to ‗operation protective‘ known as the 2014 Israel Gaza 

dispute. This was basically a military based operation which was started on 8th July 2014 by 

Israel in the Hamas who ruled Gaza Strip. The operation brother‘s keeper was conducted by 

IDF when the three Israeli teenagers were kidnapped by Hamas members. This operation was 

basically conducted to arrest the militant leaders. The consequence of this incident was the 

break out of 7 week-long conflict which was initiated when Hamas fired rockets into the land 

of Israel. The of GAZANS was killed as a result of Israeli ground bombardment and Israeli 

airstrikes. The Palestinian attacks based on rockets and the fighting on the ground (IMEMC 

News, 2020).  

The major purpose of Israeli operation was to protect the Israel from the Gaza attack. These 

Gaza attacks increased after the kidnapping which was held on 12th June and the murder of 3 

Israeli teenagers by members of Hamas.  The site of violence was The West Bank of Israel 

members (Ynet news, 2008). Consequently, the motive of Hamas was to pressurize 

internationally the Israeli government to lift the blockade. And they were also in the 

agreement for the cease fire. They wanted to release Palestinian prisoners and end their 

political isolation. According to a report by BBC are right bombarded air raids on Gaza in 

response to the fire from the Rockets of Gaza Strip. These airstrikes were deadliest and many 

people were killed during these attacks and air strikes (BBC, 2014). 

The Iraqi Civil War (2014–2017) 

The Iraqi Civil War was started in January 2014, and concluded in December 2017. 

Basically, this conquest was an insurrection escalating among the following groups: Fallujah, 

Ramadi, Tikrit and Mosul. This insurgency took place in the main areas of Iraq, primarily 

northern regions, led by the Islamic State of Iraq (ISIL, also known as ISIS or IS) 65,000 

square kilometers of Iraq comprising 4.5 million people (CJTF-OIR Tweet, 2019). This 

insurgency resulted in the resignation of Prime Minister of Iraq Nuri al Maliki. Moreover, 

there was a campaign by the United States and a massive air strike and at least 12 other 

countries participated in the Canadian and American troops. The ground combat was also 
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held. United States led training program was also initiated which trained about 2 lack Iraqi 

militants and police. These militants and Police troops participated in the air strikes and other 

logistical and military aid provided by Russia to Iraq (Slate, 2014). 

Prime Minister Haider al Abadi declared victory over ISIL, on December 9th, 2017. Other 

Allies of Prime Minister of the country were expecting ISIL to hold an insurgency and fight 

by other means (Reuters, 2017). There were efforts made but and the government eradicated 

ISIL which turned to guerrilla hit and run tactics (The National, 2018). 

The Libyan Civil War (2014–present) 

Libya's second war is currently being fought between the competing forces to gain control of 

Libya's oil and the land. The disagreement was originally between the Houses of Government 

Representatives HOR. The HOR was controversially elected in 2014. It is also known as the 

Government of Tobruk. The opposing party is a general government of the National Congress 

GNC. GNC is also known as the Government of National Salvation. This is based in the 

capital of Tripoli, and was founded primarily after the failed military coup and Odyssey 

Dawn activity. 

The Yemeni Civil War (2015–present) 

The Yemeni civil war started in 2015. It is basically a continuous rivalry between 2 opposing 

forces. The factions are Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi which is the part of government. The 

opposition is the Houthi armed group along with the supporters. Both groups wanted to take 

over the government of Yemen (Foreign Affairs, 2015). Currently, the capital Sanaa is 

governed by the forces of Houthi. Houthi has the support of loyal forces of former president 

Ali Abdullah Saleh. These forces stood against the opposite forces lead by Hadi, who was in 

Aden.  Some attacks were also carried out by al Qaeda and the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Arabian Peninsula AQAP. These attacks held on the territory of stretches of the coast and the 

hinterlands (CFR, 2020). Afterwards, there was a conflict between UAE and the Hadi 

government. As a result, the UAE militants took over the Socotra. And the takeover of Aden 

by STC was supported by UAE (Al-Jazeera, 2019). 

The civilian areas were also badly bombarded by Saudi Arabian campaigns. These campaigns 

were highly criticized by the international community (Huffpost, 2015). In March 2019, 

almost 7729 civilians were killed or injured by the bombardment. This report was according 

to the Yemen data project (The Washington Post, 2019). These crises are currently getting 
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more and more heat in international media just like Syrian civil war. It is high time Syria took 

precautionary steps to protect its reputation and the country's citizens (Sky News, 2018).  

 (EIGHTH DECADE) 

CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD FROM 2017 TILL THE 

DATE 

Afghanistan–Pakistan border skirmish (2017) 

In Pakistan, close with the border of Afghanistan, an armed conflict took place after Afghan 

army pounced on a Pakistani census group in Chaman on May the 5
th

 2017. The death of at 

least 15 people occurred on each side due to the instant border confrontation. It is similar to 

strings of border-linked issues between the two nations. When Sehwan suicide bombing took 

place, Pakistan immediately shut off the border crossings at Torkham and Chaman mainly 

due to safety concerns in February 2017.The Pakistan forces apparently launched "strikes" on 

military ground in Nangrahar, Afghanistan, after some time (Hindustan times, 2017). The 

Afghan-Pakistan border was reopened as a "gesture of goodwill" on the orders of Pakistani 

Premier Nawaz Sharif (Geo News, 2017). This did not happen until after 32 days in March. 

Later on, the Pakistani government pronounced to isolate the chosen areas of the country‘s 

border with Afghanistan (Dawn, 2017). The Isolation of border was an issue that was not 

taken lightly by the Afghani government and their Foreign Ministry spokesperson made 

remarks that Kabul might consider the use of military action if the issue could not be solved 

through diplomacy (VOA, 2017). He made these remarks on 5
th

 April. The border between 

Afghanistan-Pakistan is called Durand Line which goes through the Pashtun inherited 

homeland, dividing the area between two countries. According to the history, ties between 

both countries were damaged when the afghan government had disagreement over the border 

and withstood attempts at border control or isolation. Pakistan was ―warned‖ not to run its 

census in the villages near the border region beforehand, claimed the Afghan foreign 

m0inistry (Al- Jazeera, 2017). 

Iraqi–Kurdish conflict (2017) 

The beginning of the 2017 Iraqi-Kurdish dispute was marked on 15 October 2017. The 

dispute mainly surrounded the Kurdish area of northern Iraq. The plebiscite on 25 September, 

2017 was the main reason for this dispute. When Peshmerga ignored multiple cautions given 

by Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi to deliver Kirkuk peacefully to Iraqi army, the 
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diplomatic issues between Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and Iraqi Government 

developed into an open conflict. The Peshmerga were ready to take orders from the sovereign 

Kurdish Region and not from the central Government of Iraq. This was directly opposite to 

rebellion against the state of Iraq. 

On the first light of 15 October, Iraqi army was given orders to attack Kurdish army in battle. 

The battle was fought after multiple week deadlock (The Economist, 2017). A Kurdish party 

(Patriotic Union of Kurdistan) was close to Iran. Many Kurdish Peshmerga who belonged to 

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan were commanded to withdraw and hand Kirkuk over to Iraqi 

forces (Reuters, 2017). 

KPG had lost 40 percent of area under its authority and their important source of income; the 

Kirkuk oil fields. This was a major difficulty in Kurdish pursuit for an independent state. As a 

matter of fact, KPG now relied on a yearly budget from the primary Iraqi government. A 

pledge was presented and the KPG were forced to sign it to ensure that they would not pursue 

independence again as prerequisite for the end of the dispute (AA, 2017). 

India–Pakistan border skirmishes (2019) 

Kashmir is a disputed area between Pakistan and India since 1947. The disputed area is 

jointly claimed by the two countries, and large areas of Kashmir are under the jurisdiction of 

each country. Due to territorial disputes, many military clashes have occurred on the Kashmir 

border between the two countries (Washington Post, 2019). 

The suicide car explosion on February 14, 2019 has exacerbated tensions between the two 

countries. During the blast, 40 Indian security personnel were killed. The culprit was Jaish-e-

Mohammad, a military group based in Pakistan. India demands that Pakistan be held 

responsible for the bombings. India guarantees a strong response (The Guardian, 2019). India 

often claims that Pakistan plots to use militants to weaken Indian-dominated Kashmir. 

However, Pakistan has refused any activities related to the bombings (New York Times, 

2019). About twelve days later, Pakistan and India launched air strikes on targets in each 

other's territory (Washington Post, 2019). 

According to reports, in the early hours of February 26, India conducted its first air strike on 

the surrounding area of Balakot town in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province, Pakistan. Balakot is 

located within miles of the province's border with Pakistan-controlled Kashmir (Guardian, 

2019). It was later discovered that the Indian aircraft did not conduct any air strikes, but 
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instead managed to land its payload in a remote, wooded hilltop area near Barakot (New 

York Times, 2019). The news was confirmed by the Pakistani military, which first announced 

an air strike on the morning of February 26. India claims that the focus of the air strikes was 

to take away terrorist training camps and kill "many" terrorists (Washington Post, 2019). 

Pakistan has launched a second airstrike in India-controlled Kashmir area during the day on 

February 27, and the airstrike have been reimbursed. Wing Commander Abhinandan 

Varthaman was a pilot, and his Indian MiG-21 fighter jet was crashed by the Pakistani 

military during the conflict. He landed safely, but was beaten by locals and then captured by 

the Pakistani military. Investigations by the Digital Forensics Laboratory of the Atlantic 

Council, Planet Labs located in San Francisco, European Space Imaging and the Australian 

Strategic Policy Institute have reported that Indians have struggled to meet important targets 

in the Balakot Jaba Peak region (The Guardian, 2019). Some foreign journalists took him to 

the top of Mount Jaba in a tightly managed setting organized by the Pakistani government, 

showing no harm to the largest building on the site or signs of recent restructuring (ABC, 

1997). 

Gaza–Israel clashes (May 2019) 

There were weekly protests taken out at the Gaza-Israel border. During these protests from 

the Gaza strip, a sniper fire was shot which damaged two Israeli soldiers and after it Gaza-

Israel dispute escalation started on 3 May 2019. Two Palestinians were laid to death by the 

reaction of Israeli Air force airstrike. Subsequently, numerous rockets were launched by Gaza 

at Israel. Multiple targets were struck by Israeli Air force within Gaza Strip. Moreover, 

number of troops present at Israel-Gaza barrier was increased by Israel. A ceasefire was 

signed due to efforts made by Egyptian arbitrators. It went into effect from 6
th

May (times of 

Israel, 4 May 2019). 
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CHAPTER- 3 

THE RESOLVED AND UNRESOLVED MUSLIM WORLD CONFLICTS AND 

DISPUTES: PAKISTAN’S ROLE 

The aim of writing this chapter is to address Pakistan's position in Conflicts and disputes over 

the resolved and unresolved Muslim world since 1947. The wide crescent circle from 

Indonesia to Morocco is composed of the Muslim or (Muslim world) population. The 

political, geographical, and military importance of this area can be inferred from the fact that 

the four continents, that is, other continents like the land and air paths of the United States, 

Asia, Africa, Europe, and Australia, cannot cross one another without passing through 

communication.  

In the Islamic world, the narrow routes of the Mediterranean and African and Asian oceans 

are much like the aorta of foreign trade. The Islamic world makes away with the aorta and 

covers it. They can paralyze international economic life, if they wish so. 1/5 of the population 

worldwide is Muslim. There are more than 50 sovereign Muslim countries. They have the 

mineral and agricultural wealth. The Muslim world has a monopoly over the reserves of 

petrol and crude. The Muslim nation, however, is in economic contradiction. Some Muslim 

countries are very wealthy, while others are in a very miserable condition. The Muslim world 

is not independent on food issues and can lead to flawed plans, deficits and dependence. 

 

The Muslim world is subject to constant marital suffering. For healthcare, they use 0.5 per 

cent of gross domestic product (GDP). Just one scientist for every 100,000 people is there. A 

Muslim world total trade worth is 110 billion and Islamic brother‘s trade worth is 14 billion. 

The armed forces are massive. But it cannot respond to aggression in places like Kashmir and 

Chechnya. The biggest short coming in the Muslim world is lack of solidarity. Due to weak 

planning, these institutions are not strong enough among Muslim countries. Some Muslim 

countries are working to revive and implement the Islamic law. The movement to implement 

Islam and the revolution is becoming increasingly fierce. All interpretations, illustrations, 

jihad (Islam's method of determining his opinions based on the Qur'an and the Holy Prophet 

(S.A.W), nuances of thought, modernism, and progress have been revived. The future is in 

the hands of those who know how to shake off the heavy burdens of the past. Life in the 

future is bigger than life in the past. After Indonesia, Pakistan has second-largest number of 

Muslims in the world. Approximately 97 per cent of Pakistanis are Muslim. It is a single 

Muslim nuclear power and very influential country in world affairs. Pakistan wants 
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worldwide peace building, especially in the Muslim world. This is also called for achieving 

peace among oppressed nations. Pakistan's relations with some significant Islamic world 

countries are listed below in which Pakistan has played an important role in resolving their 

conflicts and disputes.  

THE RESOLVED MUSLIM WORLD CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES: PAKISTAN’S 

ROLE 

Issues of Libya and Somalia and Pakistan’s role 

Libya's relations with Pakistan have been friendly, international, bilateral and close ties 

throughout the history, because the two countries have similar religious identities, cultural 

ties, and especially their Islamic heritage. The relationship between the two was established 

in the 1950s, when King Idris agreed to provide economic aid to Pakistan, and then 

impoverished. According to Pakistan, Islamic values can only be restored by making Muslim 

liberation a basic requirement. In 1949, the third session of the United Nations General 

Assembly was held, during which the future of the former Italian colonies, Somaliland, Italy, 

Eritrea, and Libya, was discussed. An agreement called Bevin-Sforza agreement was signed 

among 3 occupying powers that were France, Italy and Britain. Later on, the General 

Assembly first committee presented a similar solution to that given previously. Independent 

united Libya which was predicted through this solution; in the interim, the three powers were 

to divide the territory trusteeship (Ahmad, 1951).  

The former colonies had ambitions very bravely supported by Pakistan. The idea of giving 

the former colonial powers the trusteeship was openly opposed by Choudhry Zafarullah Khan 

who was Pakistan‘s Foreign minister at that time. He forced on giving the ideology of 

independence to a united Libya housing Cyrenaica, Tripolitania and the Fezzan. It was 

believed that instant independence was not a practical possibility at the moment, it was 

discussed that trusteeship council administration should govern Libya for a time being. So, 

that it could be given independence as soon as possible. In November 1949, it was decided by 

General Assembly that Libya should be granted independence on January 1952 and at this 

point the stand of Pakistan against the opposition Western powers was clear. A commission 

of UN was appointed by the General Assembly to assist in the independence move. The 

commission had Pakistan as one of its members, and it played a contributing role in taking 

Libya to the world map as an independent state. Libya gained UN membership on 14 

December 1955.  
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The real Western proposal was submerged by the stance taken by Pakistan on the issue. It 

was decided by the General Assembly that all areas of Italian Somaliland will be 

administered by UN for a decade and then after it the region will become independent and 

united. In 1960, United Nations took charge of Somalia (Chaudhri, 1957). 

Issues of Tunisia and Pakistan’s role 

Maghreb three countries initiated a freedom movement which ignited a sympathetic behavior 

from Pakistan towards them. Pakistan was visited by Maghreb leaders such as Mohammad 

Yazid, Habib Bourguiba, and Allal-Fassi and they were welcomed warmly. For the most part, 

the desire of North African people for autonomy and independent state was supported by the 

Pakistani Government. Pakistan played a leading role in all three issues, of those such as 

Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, and was therefore chosen in United Nations as their 

representative. Security Council had Pakistan as one of its members (and for the ongoing 

month, Ahmed Shah Bokhari was the elected President). In April 1953, when the United 

Nations received protest from the government of Tunisia and requested suppression of France 

being taken very seriously and an action be taken against them. While the Council 

provisional agenda had Tunisia‘s issue on hand, Tunisia was dependent on French (claimed 

by France) and the French country opposed strongly its official adoption, United Nations, 

paragraph (7) of its Charter.  

After the unfortunate decision Prof. Bokhari told the Council meeting: ―Today marks the day 

on which (10
th

 April, 1953) in the United-Nations; the rights to the free speech were laid to 

rest. This was the first occurrence ever recorded in the United-Nations history in which basic 

agenda assumption was rejected so robustly in the Council and was put into dust. A tragic 

policy reversal was witnessed on this day in the United-nations history. In 1953, General 

Assembly attended the issue brought to them by the African-Asian countries as they were not 

satisfied with the Security Council. Tunisia civil liberties were requested to be restored in a 

resolution that was put forward by Pakistan and to enable self-determination rights of the 

Tunisian people to be exercised by them. African-Asian states supported the resolution, but 

despite their continuous efforts, multiple resolution opposed forces, came in the way of its 

acquiring. In 1956, the goal of granting Tunisian people full rights to sovereignty was 

achieved. Pakistan was concerned deeply into this goal. There were similarities between 

issues of Morocco and Tunisia (Étienne, 1968).  
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Issues of Morocco and Pakistan’s role 

The 1912 Fez Treaty stated that Moroccan Sultan was forced to surrender its sovereign rights 

to France in order to establish its foreign relations. Invoking the terms of this Treaty, France 

maintained that, pursuant to Article 2(7) of the Charter on domestic control, the United 

Nations had been debarred from placing the Moroccan issue on the agenda of the General 

Assembly in 1952, in the case of some African-Asian States, of which Pakistan was one. In 

1953, after the governments of France imprisoned and overthrow the Mohammed V Sultan, 

an urgent meeting was called by the Security Council President on the request of Africa-

Asian states. Council agenda did not include any item, despite efforts made by the Lebanon 

and Pakistan, which were Security Council members at that time. Later that year in the 

session of General Assembly, Choudhry Zafrullah Khan again pleaded for Morocco's cause 

and rejected enforcement of unequal treaties, such as the Fez Treaty, by colonial powers on 

smaller and weaker nations. A draft resolution was sponsored by 13 Asian-African nations. 

The ongoing martial law was suggested to be terminated at once in that draft and the civil 

rights of the people to be restored in Morocco with adequate steps taken at once to insure 

Morocco‘s independence within 5 years. Due to the opposition being strong, this proposal 

was discarded (Sayeed, 1968). 

In 1954, when the General Assembly‘s 9
th

 session was about to take place, Pakistan with 

other 14 African-Asian states requested the question of Morocco being added into their 

agenda. The item consideration was delayed due to negotiations not being successful between 

Morocco and France. In 1956, Morocco gained independence. The realization of Moroccan 

ambitions was in no small measure due to the strong public opinion created by the Asian-

African members of the United Nations espousal of the Moroccan cause (Ashford, 2015).  

Issues of Algeria and Pakistan’s role 

In December, 1954, the French colonial rule had to face armed rebel forces of Algerian 

people. During the succeeding year in 1955, while the 10
th

 Session of General Assembly was 

going on, concerns regarding the Algerian question and independence were requested to be 

considered by Pakistan in addition to some of Asian-African States. France questioned the 

capacity of United Nations regarding the issue of Algeria, citing Charters Article 2 paragraph 

7 in which the argument revolving local authority was discussed. The argument which was 

put forward by France was not accepted by the head of the Pakistani delegation Mr. 

Mohammad Ali Bogra who said: For more than a century, a policy of immersion has been 
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prioritized by the Algerian rulers. But the immersion and unification policies were resisted by 

the Algerian people stubbornly and the people remained Algerian uncompromisingly, apart in 

culture, mother tongue, faith, and culture from their self- established supporters. Why? 

Despite the fact that Algeria is considered a portion of France as much as Savoy or Brittany, 

yet a huge discrimination is faced by the Algerian people in comparison to the other people 

belonging to different departments of France. The French Republic Government does not 

grant equal rights in franchise, representation in politics or participation in government 

matters. Algeria‘s situation in regards with judiciary and constitution is all due to the fact that 

every aspect of life is treated with racial discrimination. Despite the claim by French that the 

Algerians are respectful citizen of France through their law, not much respect is given to 

them and they remain a subject for the French (Lenze, 2011). 

In the succeeding year, a draft resolution was co-sponsored by Pakistan supporting the 

sovereign rights of Algerian people, allowing Algeria and France to enter into instant 

negotiations so that hostilities could be terminated immediately and a peaceful settlement 

could be brought forward with respect to the Charter. The African-Asian resolution was not 

accepted. All the Asian-African groups as one appealed for Pakistan to be the only supporter 

and drifter of a draft resolution as a representative of the Group calling for recognition of 

independence and self-determination rights for Algerian people and negotiations between the 

Government of France and the representatives of the FLN for a Algerian question to be 

settled peacefully with respect to the Charters principles. In 1960, Bhutto again addressed the 

General Assembly of U.N and claimed that ―Algeria is a torn land where blood on people still 

flows in struggle of freedom‖.  

Bhutto claimed and quoted: ―Pakistani sympathies are with the brave people of Algeria; ―For 

the freedom, they are fighting a heroic fight. At a point, where in General Assembly, there are 

so many new members from the continent of Africa, it is sad to see that Algeria is not present 

among the members‖ (Zartman, 1985).  

Pakistan recognized the Interim Algerian Government in August 1961, this decision is 

respected not only by the Algerians but all the African people. We took this risk even though 

we might lose French government support on the issue of independence and self-

determination for Jammu and Kashmir within the Security Council.  

Later in December 1961, Pakistan while representing thirty-four other states, submitted a 

resolution in the United Nations General Assembly, Forcing the government of France to 
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terminate the hunger strike of the Algerian prisoners and to consider about the injustice they 

were facing. General Assembly adopted this resolution. An atmosphere favorable for Franco-

Algerian settlement was created and the hunger strike finished. Algeria got independence 

after President de Gaulle gave up and as a result a big decolonization process started in 

Africa. Through this process sovereignty was achieved by all states of Africa and they gain 

membership of United Nations. This was a great demonstration of the soaring heritage of 

Liberalism in France (Roy, 1994).  

Issues of U. A. R and Pakistan’s role  

In the Arabian world, an important role was played by UAR. Not only due to reasons such as 

important strategic position and ethnic leadership, the position of U.A.R is vital, but also due 

international status having revolutionary changes as well as the Nasser Revolution which 

brought changes in internal life. Due to its Islamic orientation, Pakistan has always prioritized 

good relations with the country. It is a matter of dismay that Pakistan-UAR relations have 

undergone through specific troubles. The struggle of Egypt against colonialism has always 

been supported by Pakistan. The request of armed forces of British being evacuated from the 

Suez Canal Zone has been supported by Pakistan. The Anglo-Egyptian Sudan new settlement 

issue is undergoing a negotiation which is also supported by Pakistan. Between United 

Kingdom and Egypt, a deadlock was signed between Uk and Egypt. Pakistan was 

instrumental in reopening talks between the two countries (Khan, 1960).  

The foreign policy of President Nasser allowed him to have a neutral role between the fight 

of the two power blocks. In 1954, United States and Pakistan reached an agreement for 

supply of armed weapons and later SEATO was joined over the concern of Indian aggression 

in the region. A year later, an agreement for defense co-operation was signed between Iraq 

and Turkey under the regime of Nuni-as-Said. This agreement was called the Baghdad Pact 

and Pakistan and Iran also joined the agreement a couple of months later. There were 

concerns in the Arab world that Pakistan‘s support for the Palestinian Arabs particularly and 

Liberation movements of Arab in general would end (Ispahani, 1964). 

Pakistan soon revealed the entire Arab world that its fears and anxieties were unfounded. 

Even after Pakistan became a member of the SEATO and Baghdad Pact, support for its 

traditional policy of assisting Arabs ' yearnings for full democracy, dignity and unification, 

and battling colonialism and imperialism by the Asian and African people.  



58 
 

In reality, forums that were attained by signing the pacts with different countries were used 

by Pakistan to address the causes of amicable countries. In July, when United States refused 

to extend its financial support in the Aswan Dam construction, the countries faced Suez 

crisis. In reaction, the Suez Canal Company was nationalized by President Nasser. Pakistan 

supported the fact that Egypt being an independent state, could nationalize any institution 

which is within its regional jurisdiction. Pakistan decided to keep its navigation on the canal 

open as soon as possible. Roughly 56 percent of Pakistan's exports and about 49 percent of 

Pakistan's imports proceeded via that international waterway at the time of nationalization.  

Nonetheless, Pakistan has claimed that nationalization is an appropriate act and, through its 

diplomacy, it discourages Britain's government of using military action to retake international 

power, or to attempt to overthrow international power, or to try to overthrow Nasser's rule. At 

the London meeting, summoned on Mr. Dulles 'suggestion to discuss the severe situation, 

Pakistan reaffirmed its stance that nationalization of the Suez Canal is in line with Egypt's 

sovereign prerogatives, and that a negotiated resolution of the Anglo-French conflict with 

Egypt should be sought through negotiation. The Western proposals were significantly 

revised after the Delegation of Pakistan successfully pressurized them. The Anglo-French 

invasion was an immediate threat which needed to be prevented.  

Pakistan was inspired by the challenge and opened the door to negotiate settlement with 

President Nasser to frustrate the ambitions of those forces determined to give him an 

ultimatum. The violation against the United Nations charter was warned by Pakistan or any 

effort to read out terms to President Nasser. The Suez Canal Users Associations establishing 

proposal was opposed and advised that the customer may directly negotiate with Egypt. The 

User Associations could not be established due to stance taken by Pakistan and couple of 

other countries. When the Prime minister of Australia and President Nasser negotiations 

failed and the terrible armed aggression took place, Pakistan was the only one to condemn the 

armed forces actions of France, Israel and British. For number of weeks, towns and cities all 

over the Pakistan criticized these powers, and with actions in favor of Egyptian people and 

showed them their support (Bhutto, 1964). 

An active role was played in the United Nations by Pakistan to bring a ceasefire, invading 

forces being withdrawn, and the Emergency forces of the United Nations being dispatched. 

While in Egypt, the French-Anglo-Israeli invasion was going on, President Nasser was 

convinced that the aid provided by Pakistan could be more direct and positive. These 

circumstances forced him to discourage the Pakistani Prime Ministers visit to Egypt or to 
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accept the inclusion of Pakistani armed forces in the Emergency Force of United Nations. 

Due to Pakistan being a member of Baghdad pact, attacks against them increased. In July of 

1958, Iran monarchy toppled and their walking away from the Baghdad pact, Pakistan faced a 

much improved attitude from the UAR.  

In October 1958, accompanied by the revolution emergence in Pakistan, and the elimination 

of some politicians who were close to President Nasser, a boost in relations being improved 

was witnessed. In 1960, a visit by the President of UAR was paid to Pakistan and he had 

some useful table talk with Ayub Khan the then President of Pakistan. This allowed both 

countries to discuss bilateral relations and work on their mutual interests and policies which 

could benefit both of them. A warm welcome was waiting for the Pakistani President at 

UAR, when he visited the country in return. His convincing observations of the ills that 

haunted the Muslim nations and his cry for a liberal point of view and a more modern 

approach towards the problems surrounding them, made a positive impression all over the 

Middle East.  

In 1962 and 1963, there were some ups and downs between the 2 countries relationship. 

According to the agreement signed on December 1961, the selling ammunition and armed 

weapons to Saudi Arabia from Pakistan was questioned by UAR forces on the ground that 

these arms were being passed on to the Yemen royalist forces who were fighting against the 

republican UAR forces and the regime. The weaponry dealing between both the governments 

was considered just as a normal trade and the supplying of war arms to the Yemini royalist 

was denied by Saudi Arabia. Nevertheless, the trading of weapons was halted by Pakistani 

government due to concerns shown by the UAR authorities, especially due to the fact that 

Pakistani did not want to be blamed with favoring a specific side in the inter-Arab disputes. 

Moreover, the regime of new republicans in Yemen was recognized by Pakistan.  

In the 1962 first half when the Security Council session took place, the Kashmir issue was 

highlighted but not much support was given by UAR towards the Kashmir issue and this 

made the Pakistani government to regret its positive behavior towards the UAR. Recently, the 

agreement that took place between UAR and India for the supply of supersonic planes 

triggered some concerns in Pakistan since it will allow India to have a better air battle ability. 

In spite of that, Pakistan wants to have a more reasonable and positive relations with UAR. A 

positive sense was established and all differences were resolved when the Pak Army 

Delegation which was led by the Army chief made a successful trip to UAR in December 
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1954. I have no uncertainty over visit of Ayub Kahn President of Pakistan to Cairo in 

benefited the countries relationship as it will only bring both nations closer and will produce 

a friendly environment (The President visited Cairo from July 14 to 16, 1965). It is always 

very important when two significant statesmen meet each other. We have a great faith in the 

meeting between President Nasser and our President which will be held tomorrow as it will 

be a harbinger of a completely new time of friendship and understanding between both 

countries (Bishku, 1992). 

Issues of Middle East and Pakistan’s role 

Our friendly relationship with Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen reflects 

benevolent warmth that displays the emotions and sentiments of these countries peoples and 

Pakistan towards each other. Even the government being changed or the policies being 

altered did not affect the benevolent relationship of these countries. While Pakistan has 

always maintained a neutral role and avoided to have any kind of alignment policy for any 

specific country, they have also shown a sense of maturity and understanding whenever 

Pakistan needed to join an alliance. Even the most relentless analyzers have given green 

signal to the CENTO membership of Pakistan and have admitted that it does not harm any 

Middle East country, or for that matter any other region, but that it has allowed Pakistan to 

put forward the Arab point of view on an additional forum (Wood, 1965). 

Issues of Iraq and Pakistan’s role 

The friendship between Pakistan and Iraq remained unaffected even when in July 1958, Iraq 

took its leave from the Baghdad pact .President Abdus Salam Aref visited Pakistan in April 

1964. He and President of Pakistan had positive talks with each other. They together issued 

an official notification when the meeting was about to end. The notification pushed Iraq‘s to 

continue its support for Jammu and Kashmir in the name Asian-Afro unification and in 

accordance with the United Nations resolutions and Charter. The huge commitments that 

were included in the treaties signed between Pakistan and Iraq allowed the country to 

continue its support towards in the time of their ongoing crisis with India (Ibrahim, 1967). 

Former Iraqi President Hassan al Backr supported the Baluchistan Liberation Army 

financially and militarily during the province's insurrection. This support lasted until 1973, 

when Pakistani military intelligence convinced Chief Akbar Bugti of Balluchi to defect 

against Pakistan. Punjab Rangers and Islamabad police raided the Iraqi embassy in Islamabad 

on February 10, 1973 without warning the Iraqi government. A large number of guns, 
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ammunition and grenades were revealed in this tactical action. Other stocks of weapons were 

also found in crates labeled "Baghdad's Ministry of Foreign Affairs," which were supposedly 

used by the baluchi rebels in Pakistan.  

Iraqi ambassador Hikmat Suleiman, and other consular officers, expelled and called Pakistan 

unwanted. In 1981, after the Iran-Iraq war the Gulf Cooperation Council was formed in the 

Middle East. Since the war, President Saddam Hussein has attempted to negotiate with the 

Baluchi rebels in order to attract Iranian attention to Pakistan. Most military instructors were 

from Pakistani Armed Forces. In Saudi Arabia, about 40,000 Pakistani Armed Forces 

personnel are deployed to reinforce the country's internal and external security (Hiro, 2003). 

Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, as international tensions between the two Arab countries were 

rising. Pakistan endorses the United States-led military action against Iraq, and General 

Aslam Begg and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Iftikhar Ahmad Sirohi 

chaired the deployment of the Middle East Task Force of the Pakistan Armed Forces (Singh, 

2008) General Begg accuses Western countries of pushing Iraq to invade Kuwait while, in 

support of Saudi Arabia, he continues to lead the armed forces against Iraq. Begg carefully 

guided and deployed the Pakistani Armed Forces during Operation Desert Storm (Singh, 

2008) when the Iraqi-Kuwaiti War split the Pakistani nation. After the 1991 Gulf War, Iraq 

started to establish closer relations with India (Schaffer, 2009). Vice President of Iraq Taha 

Yassin Ramadan then visited India in 2000. President Saddam Hussein expressed Iraq's "firm 

support" for the Iraq-Pakistan Kashmir conflict on 6 August 2002. India and Iraq have joint 

ministerial committees and trade missions formed to foster strong bilateral cooperation.  

In 2003, Pakistan declared its opposition to any military action against Iraq prior to the 

outbreak of the Second Gulf War. Pakistan is under pressure to vote against the war openly, 

although some have considered voting in favor. After the war, however, Pakistan expressed 

willingness to send military contingents in the Middle East to Iraq for peacekeeping when 

necessary. The United States and UK have repeatedly called for a contingent of Pakistani 

forces to be stationed in Iraq for peacekeeping operations. Pakistani military officials, 

however, said: "Due to our uprising against the chaos of US-led coalition forces in and within 

Iraq, sending our troops at this time is like jumping fire" (Qudssia, 2003). 

Issues of Africa and Pakistan’s role 

After the appearance of independent African nations on the face of world map, new 

opportunities came knocking on the door to co-operate with each other and also with other 
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people. In the Islamic World, a very significant place is occupied by Africa. That‘s also one 

of the main reasons of Pakistan‘s special fulfillment for Africa. Islam is a common religion 

among vast inhabitants of the Africa. 23 out of 35 countries of Africa which are sovereign 

states have mostly Muslim inhabitants. Spreading the concept of Islam is also one of major 

reasons for the continent of Africa being a significant state in addition to it housing a large 

number of Muslim populations. The Africa is no longer an alien and isolated nation and they 

have broken through isolation and have emerged as a new force. They gave importance to the 

unity of their nations and are continuously working to enhance and strength the Islamic forces 

all over the world.  

Sir Ahmadu Bello, the Sarduana of Sokoto and the Prime Minister of Northern Nigeria are 

few great people who kept burning the flame of Islamic spirit in the hearts of their nations 

and worked for the betterment of Islam and Muslims of Africa. World Muslim Congress sixth 

congress took place in Somali. Somalian President Mr. Osman has long-established interests 

in the Congress. In March 1955, the African-Asian Islamic conference took place in 

Bandung. At this conference, an active role was played by African Delegations that showed 

they were interested in Islamic activities and in the betterment of Muslims from all around 

the world and not only for African Muslims. African countries can expect friendly 

relationship with Pakistan. The bravery and spirit of unity shown by the Afro-Asian 

community have been appreciated and recognized (Pedziwiatr, 2007). 

The continent of Africa is facing revolt. The rebels are fighting continuously against the 

colonial forces. Results of impressive nature have been shown by the rebellion wars fought 

against the colonial rule. Besides South Africa, Angola, Mozambique and other regions 

where the fight for freedom continues to escalate, the goal is to secure the independence and 

sovereignty of newly independent nations. Islam is the foundation of the African Revolution.  

The demonstrations of social justice, equality and human dignity which is a necessity, has 

found ready response from forces of Islam that are motivated by the spirit of Islam. Unknown 

forces are already lost and they are fighting a lost cause against the Islamic revolutionary 

force which gains strength from its logical character and from its previous record of being a 

great obstacle in the face of racial discrimination. All the quick revolution in Islam is based 

on the very reason that Muslims are true fighters in the face of obstacle and there exist a bond 

between Muslims that no one can break and they are united as ever to achieve anything.  
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The revolution of Africa and Islam combined can carve a significant way forward which will 

not only benefit the African Muslims but will also strengthen and benefit Muslims from all 

around the world. The future of mankind can only be predicted secured if all the people have 

friendly attitude towards each other and have a sense of responsibility and they do not 

discriminate each other on the basis of race or cultural backgrounds. Pakistan is greatly 

concerned for the role of Islam in Africa as it will only benefit their struggles for success. 

Emancipation and solidarity is of such vital importance to the future of humanity (Hefner, 

2007). 

Issues of Cyprus and Pakistan’s role 

In 1954, when this issue was raised and debated at the United Nations General Assembly that 

year and in the following year, Pakistan's delegation defended Turkey's legal and historical 

claim on the island. In 1957, the Greek delegation presented a resolution in which it was 

proposed that the rights of self-determination must be extended to Cyprus, the Pakistan 

delegation pointed out that the resolution had been written in such a way as to jeopardize the 

Turkish Cypriots ' human rights and legitimate aspirations.  

The Zurich Treaty granted independence to Cyprus in 1960. Countries such as United 

Kingdom, Greece and Turkey guaranteed this treaty. The Turkey‘s right to interfere in the 

event of a violation of the Cyprus construction which formed an essential part of the treaty 

was expressly recognized. Expressing the concern of the Government and people of Pakistan 

on this serious Situation on 27th December 1963, Bhutto stated: ―The Agreements which 

brought about the settlement of the problem of Cyprus have to be respected as they are 

solemn international commitments. Turkey has our support in their troubled times and 

Pakistan will extend their co-operation to Turkey at its fullest‖ (Rizvi, 1993).  

Issues of Indonesia and Pakistan’s role 

To the east of Pakistan lies the Indonesian Islands. Pakistan has established cordial relations 

with the east neighboring Muslim country. The history of Pakistan and Indonesia relationship 

can be described in such a way that the Muslims of sub-continent have never failed to support 

their brothers in the eastern country. Pakistan and its people have continued the support of 

Indonesian people in their struggling times when they were seeking independence. The 

liberation war fought for the independence of Indonesia, the Pakistani people joined hands 

with the Indonesian brothers for this cause. The Pakistani States which was still immature 

and was in its early days continued its support for Indonesia both inside U.N and outside and 
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were happy that the struggle of their brothers and sisters did not go in vain; they got 

independent state in shape of Republic of Indonesia. In the following struggle for West Iran, 

Pakistan also gave complete sympathy and sent a number of troops to carry out supervisory 

duties as ordered by the UN (Ayoob, 2008).  

Both of the countries have the largest Muslim population in the world. Both the countries 

have also benefited from mutual economic co-operation. In March 1965, ―IPECC‖ 

(Indonesia-Pakistan Economic and Cultural Co-operation) was established when in Karachi a 

conference was held. This led to development of more strong and friendly relations between 

both the nations. This provided for RCD-type Co-operation between the two countries in 

order to maximize trade and promote joint ventures in industry and co-operation in 

communications for their mutual benefit. Cultural contacts between both countries were also 

developed, as this also strengthens the relations between both states. Pakistan and Indonesia 

have co-operated in multiple fields, particularly in affairs of international level. The 1
st
 

African-Asian conference was co-sponsored by Indonesia and Pakistan that adopted the 

historic Bandung principles which have now been recognized as a universal norm of conduct 

between states. In June, In Algiers, Second African-Asian conference will take place and 

Pakistan and Indonesia are making preparations to make this conference a success. A better 

mutual understanding and closer relations were witnessed after President of Pakistan and 

President of Indonesia exchanged visits to each other states and discussed matters of high 

importance. The issue of Jammu and Kashmir was highly supported by the Indonesian people 

on every forum so that rights of self-determination and freedom could be granted or be 

achieved by the Kashmiri people (Pringle, 2010).  

Issues of Malaysia and Pakistan’s role 

A sense of fraternity displayed by Pakistan towards its co-religionists was an important factor 

in its overall ties with South-East Asia. Since Malaysia achieved independence, the 

Malaysian leaders and the Pakistani leaders have had cordial relations. Tunku Abdur Rahman 

met Pakistani Prime Minister in 1955, while he was heading to London for talks on 

independence. Independence movement of Malaysia had full support of Pakistan whenever 

needed. The Malaysian constitution was formed by the Reid Commission in 1957 and they 

were greatly assisted by Pakistan. In December 1961, Pakistan was visited by Malaya 

Paramount Ruler and instead of this; many other visits were also witnessed. In October 1962, 

PM Tunku Abdur Rahman‘s also visited Pakistan. With the help of these visits, close 
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cultural, commercial and political relations were established between both countries. When 

Malaysia was established, some disputes erupted in the land which still exists. In September, 

1963, concerns were shown by President Ayub Khan in a letter sent to Indonesian, Malaysian 

and Philippians‘ Prime Ministers. Again in April 1964, the President provided facilities for 

the three parties to hold a conference in Pakistan should they so wish. The President of 

Pakistan has also ensured that his office is open to them.  

In July, 1964, the then President of Pakistan in London gave a statement in which his hope 

was expressed for a peaceful agreement that should be signed by Indonesia and Malaysia. It 

was stated by him that he has hope the negotiations won‘t break down. Pakistan has an 

amicable relationship with both nations. Pakistan will be consistently presenting numerous 

suggestions for peaceful settlement for a better future.  

Pakistan will continue to find a solution for the dispute till the slightest ray of hope remains. 

Liberating the Muslims of sub-continent was not the single reason on which the ideology of 

Pakistan is based upon. The main concerns of Pakistan were to demonstrate the Islamic 

values and the importance of Islamic Brotherhood to the World.  

Thus, Pakistan has found a very useful purpose for its international role and external business 

and it has searched for different ways to perform its international duty which is mandatory for 

the country and duty which was strict when the country gained independence. The foreign 

policy is formed in such way that Pakistan continues to deliver and speak for important rights 

worldwide such as peace, amity and justice. Pakistan was formed with ideological basis such 

as to support and spread the word of Islam world-wide; and always to speak for the right in 

the world (Bakar, 1981).  

Issues of Jordan and Pakistan’s role 

Jordan is a Muslim country where the great Masjid-i-Aqsa is situated. It is a country of great 

importance. Every year, pilgrims from Pakistan go on pilgrimage to Jordan and that‘s the 

main reason of great affection shown to the country by the Pakistani Muslims and from the 

Muslims all around the world. Friendly relations have been established between Pakistan and 

Jordan and all kind of support including political support have been ongoing between both 

countries. Pakistan's Foreign Minister, Mr. Zafarullah khan, has been advised to convene a 

meeting in Jerusalem consisting of all Muslim countries to initiate a constructive strategy to 

address the cruelties of the Israeli state as evidence of Pakistan's determined interest in the 

welfare and stability of Jordan.  



66 
 

Pakistan was welcomed on an official visit by King Hussein in 1955. Pakistan and its allies 

were anxiously awaiting his second visit. A press release came out in August 1957, following 

Pakistani Prime Minister's visit to Jordan. It was stated in the press release that both the 

countries pledged to perform their respective duties to its fullest in order to benefit their 

mutual interests and policies. In April 1964, a warm welcome was waiting for Mir Waiz of 

Kashmir when he visited Jordan with his Delegation. During their stay in Jordan, attitude of 

Jordan representatives towards the Delegation was positive and they stated that Kashmir must 

be granted rights to self-determination and they have our complete support. In August, 1964, 

in the name for celebrations of Masjid-i-Aqsa reconstruction completion, a Delegation from 

Pakistan was sent to Jordan (Afzal, 2001). 

THE UNRESOLVED MUSLIM WORLD CONFLICTS AND DISPUTES: 

PAKISTAN’S ROLE 

Issues of Palestine and Pakistan’s role 

The State of Pakistan which became independent in 1947 was concerned deeply over the 

problem caused in the Palestine. The stance of Quaid-e-Azam leaded Muslim league over the 

Declaration of Balfour and League of Nations Mandate concerning the Palestine, in 

opposition to the Palestinian citizens proclaimed wishes and the violation of the previous 

British Government legal agreements which had guaranteed sovereignty to the Arabs, were 

considered ineffective and that the proposition for the partition of Palestine and to create an 

alien state within it. There was a clear breach of International Law and the Charter of the 

United Nations in the face of resistance by the majority of the indigenous community. The 

founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam, who was also the first governor general of the State, 

took some early actions that included addressing a complex letter to PM Truman to abstain 

from the "gruesome" enterprise of stripping the Arabs of their two thousand-year-old home.  

When the UN General Assembly was questioned with the Palestine issue, Sir Zafarullah 

Khan who was Pakistan‘s foreign minister claimed that the Delegation of Pakistan was firm 

and completely against the idea of the partition. Describing that the suggested partition 

scheme was biased and unsuitable and a conflict within Palestine would occur if forced was 

used. It was persuaded by Pakistan that the questions regarding judiciary should be put in 

front of the International Court of Justice. It was claimed by Sir Zafarullah Khan that the 

European misfortunes that are faced by the Jews are deeply sympathized by the Pakistanis, 

but the problem could be resolved in such way that the refuges of the Jews should be 
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relocated to the countries they belong to. If this cannot happen, Zafarullah Khan requested 

that they should be accommodated in settlements that are located in larger and newer 

countries which was more spacious and was more resourceful than that the poor Palestine 

(Gonzalez, 2013). 

However, at any cost, the partition scheme supporters were committed to carry it till the end. 

In November 1947, United Nations Smaller Member States were facing open force and 

pressure from the Greater powers because they wanted to secure sufficient (two-third) 

majority, which was required for the General Assembly resolution adoption, suggesting the 

dividing up of Palestine and the setting up of a Jewish state. In May 1948, it was claimed by 

Pakistan that they firmly and strongly opposed ―Israel‖. Pakistan refused to accept Israel as a 

separate country and declined to have any kind of relations with them. United Nations 

development on the issue of Israel was observed carefully by Pakistan as the partition scheme 

and for the resolution financing on behalf of all the Palestinian Arabs since 1948. The 

international law and the important justice principles were always defended greatly by 

Pakistan. These components were openly violated by the United Nations and majority of its 

members were involved in creating an unknown state within the heart of the Arab country. 

The cover was blown from 1960 German-Israel agreement recently. According to this 

agreement, Germany was bound to supply arms to Israel. A backlash came from the Arab 

states whose security had been compromised and this response was fully appreciated by 

Pakistan. Arabs were being sympathized by Pakistan, despite Pakistan being an ally to West 

Germany (Andersen, 2013). 

According to Tasneem Aslam (a retired bureaucrat of Pakistan foreign office) Pakistan does 

not support Imperialist and Colonial rule. The preceding argument can be supported by 

constant struggle Pakistan does against them. The Palestinian Muslims have been constantly 

being supported by the Pakistani government and its people (T. Aslam, personal 

communication, January 10, 2020).  

It can be concluded with this that fundamental point of view of the country is heavily linked 

with the creation of a world community on the principles of justice, fraternity and equality in 

agreement with the world based on concept of Islam. With regard to the concept of Islamic 

brotherhood, the relationship of Pakistan with the Arabs of Palestinian is unconcerned by 

geographical or racial factors. The everlasting struggle against the unknown creation of the 
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Israeli state exemplifies the Islamic spirit of Pakistan. Pakistan continues to heavily criticize 

Israel on international forum for its actions (Kumar, 2004). 

Issues of Syria and Pakistan’s role 

Muslim world had many powerful countries over the years and Damascus has been one of 

them. Pakistan is satisfied by the fact that they have friendly relations with Syria. The Union 

policy of good-will later, when separation of Syria occurred, Pakistan took a non-partisan 

stand but noted with satisfaction that policy of Syria included its goal of Arab unity as 

importance (Herrmann, 1991). 

In addition to the conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran, Pakistan has also taken certain 

steps to ensure peace in many other Middle Eastern countries and fully supports the cause of 

Muslims. In 2011, the uprising under the banner of the Arab Spring led to the collapse of the 

Tunisian and Egyptian governments. It powers Syrian militants, but anyone seen as 

supporting the Arab Spring Movement is brutally tortured by a government led by President 

Bashar-al-Assad. Hundreds of protesters were killed and many were imprisoned. Until then, 

the conflict only occurred inside Syria, but in 2015, the civil war was supported by foreign 

powers. Shiite-majority countries: Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon Hizbollah support Assad‘s 

government, while Sunni-majority countries: Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia support anti-

Assad rebels. Different countries have launched different operations and air strikes in support 

of anti-Assad rebel groups. Israel launched air strikes against pro-government fighters. In 

April 2017, the United States conducted its first direct military operation against the Assad 

government. Situations like war have led millions of Syrians to flee their homes in search of 

foreign security (Syria's civil war explained from the beginning, 2018). 

From the beginning, Pakistan has opposed any attempt by a foreign government to overthrow 

the Bashar al-Assad government to destabilize the Syrian state. In 2015, Foreign Minister 

Aizaz Chaudhary said that Pakistan fully supports the territorial integrity of the Syrian Arab 

Republic and does not support any violation of Syrian territory. Pakistan does not support any 

action by foreign forces against the government in Syria that may threaten the peace and 

order of the country. He also added that Pakistan is seeking to resolve the dispute peacefully 

through comprehensive political dialogue rather than taking any military action  (Haider, 

2015). About seven years ago, Pakistan held a good, delicate position against the Syrian 

conflict against foreign intervention to resolve the crisis. It maintains a clear position by 

supporting the principles of international law and the rules of conduct set forth in the Charter 
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of the United Nations. Article 2 (4) of the Charter of the United Nations prohibits: "All 

members shall refrain from threatening or using force in their international relations to 

threaten the territorial integrity or political independence of any country, or to use any 

Purpose "(United Nations, Second Edition). 

In 1949, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) stated that "respect for territorial sovereignty 

is an important basis of international relations among independent states." This code of 

conduct originated from the Westphalia Peace Treaty of 1648, which the treaty establishes a 

new political order system based on the ideas of coexisting independent states. Pakistan 

explained that it had no position but merely ensured that its position was based on United 

Nations principles (Yousaf, 2018). 

Issues of Yemen and Pakistan’s role 

In 1963, when the Yemen revolutionary government was formed, it was not recognized by 

Pakistan immediately because of its non-interfering policy in intra-Arab controversies. But 

since then not only diplomatic representatives of Pakistan gave visit to the country but also 

Pakistan has been member of Observation mission of U.N in Yemen. A hope has been 

expressed by Pakistan (Since come true. Saudi Arabia and UAR signed an agreement, and in 

Yemen monarchy rule was restored) that Yemen will have its peaceful condition restored and 

a political body acceptable by the Yemini people shall take charge (Sharp, 2010). 

Issues of South Arabia and Pakistan’s role 

The demand for an independent state and freedom is legitimate from the South Arabia 

because they have been treated badly and have faced injustice in the colonial rule for a very 

long time. All the African-Asian states along with Pakistan have support various resolutions 

of United Nations that favor self-determination and freedom for South Arabia (Richter, 

1979). 

All the demonstrations of Arab unification and agreement have been appreciated by Pakistan 

and they applauded their achievements in social and economic departments. The intra-Arab 

issues remained non-interfered by Pakistan and strongly maintain a policy of non-interference 

and non-alignment. However, their internal disputes are regretted by Pakistan. A complete 

support from Pakistan will be given to the Arab movement for economic, cultural co-

operation and greater political that would benefit their own joint security and well-being 

which play a vital part in the unification of Muslim states and it also benefit the unity of 
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Afro-Asian states. Pakistan does not take these issues as simply a state affair but the entire 

nation as whole is concerned about their Muslim brother‘s look after each other (Esposito, 

1994). 

Issues of Azerbaijan and Pakistan’s role 

Azerbaijan – Pakistan relations are the foreign links to Pakistan that Azerbaijan has with. 

Pakistan has an embassy in Baku and there is an embassy of Azerbaijan in Islamabad. Both 

nations are known as "strategic partners" and Pakistan Security Cooperation with Azerbaijan 

strengthens military links and intelligence services in all fields of foreign affairs (Azer News, 

1970). Bilateral diplomatic relations are founded on the concept of friendship, affection and 

trust have now reached a new level of understanding during Prime Minister Imran Khan's 

administration; the year 2019 has been very fruitful for the two brotherly countries to work 

together. Modern ties were established between the two states when the republic of 

Azerbaijan became independent after the collapse of the USSR – on June 9, 1992. Pakistan 

was among the first recognized countries in Azerbaijan-on December 12, 1991. Trade and 

cooperation between the two nations has increasingly enhanced, with multiple summits being 

held on how the two nations can improve trade. In March 2013, officials from both countries 

said that Azerbaijan and Pakistan ' enjoy strategic partnership relations.  

Pakistan is one of the owners of nuclear weapons, and a state that generates high levels of 

military industry. With regard to the issues of military cooperation between Azerbaijan and 

Pakistan, it is noted that weaponry can be produced for specific purposes, as well as laying 

the foundations of military enterprises. On the other hand, Pakistan aims to strengthen its 

relations with Azerbaijan in the energy field, due to the lack of energy resources. During the 

meeting between Pakistan's Minister of Defense Supplies and the President of Azerbaijan, 

Azerbaijan approached Pakistan with the intention to expand further cooperation in the field 

of joint production of defense products ( Abbasi, & Rehman. 2011). 

At the fifth meeting of the Working Group on Military Cooperation between Azerbaijan and 

Pakistan in the city of Islamabad, the countries signed an agreement on mutual military 

cooperation in the winter of 2014. Over the past decade, Pakistani military experts have 

trained about a hundred military units in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan is engaged in talks with 

Pakistan to purchase JF-17 Thunder multi-role fighter planes. In October 2016 President Arif 

Alivi and PM Sharif revealed preparations for joint military exercises. The JF-17 Block 3 
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fighters are scheduled to grow in mass in 2019–2020. Azerbaijan is keen on buying Super 

Mushtaq trainer planes (Wikipedia, 2009). 

Pakistan is one of the few countries that consider the Armenian Khojali massacre against the 

Azerbaijani people as genocide. Pakistan also supports Nagorno-Karabakh crisis on the 

Azerbaijani side (MAMMADOVA, 2013). Azerbaijan also supports Pakistan's stance on 

India's Kashmir, and acknowledges Kashmir as a territory of Pakistan. Pakistani President 

Mamnoon Hussein reiterated Pakistan's military support for Azerbaijan by saying that 

Pakistan is ready to equip the Azerbaijani army and Azerbaijan stated that it "stands with 

Pakistan on the Kashmir issue." In April 1993, a meeting of the UN Security Council was 

held under Pakistani leadership. Resolution 822 on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict was 

unanimously adopted (Viewpoint, 2015).  

Indian Muslims and Pakistan’s role 

Pakistan enjoys good and cordial relations with the Muslims all over the world, the main 

concern are the relations of India and Pakistan and its welfare. This is only natural because 

Pakistan and Indian people had everything same from ancestry to heritage. Both nations lived 

as a single community until independence separated them. This is the main issue that 

Pakistan has always been worried about the Indian Muslims, who are over 50 million in 

numbering. A separate Muslim state was established in the sub-continent, so that both nations 

could live each of their life peacefully and happily and in unification. In order to remove any 

kind of dispute, these communities were established. The theory of two nations was based on 

the idea of having two distinct nations to live their lives the way they chose to live. The 

theory also secured the rights of the minorities living in these societies (Dixit, 2003). 

In 1947, what happened at the time of partition in the united India was a clear example what 

would happen with the Muslims if they continue to live there. Notwithstanding the fact that 

for both nations the aim of separate states was to allow them to live a peaceful life but the 

thing never came to this and havoc was unleashed at partition time.  

Even though, an agreement was signed between Liaquat and Nehru respective governments 

in 1950 that the minorities of the country will get security in respect of life, culture, property 

and personal honor, the situation of Indian Muslims is getting worse day by day. Since 1950, 

more than five fifty tumults have been recorded in India. Hardly any Muslim festival could be 

witnessed without attacks being carried on the Muslim community and with communal 

madness being displayed. All the Muslims who live in the Hindustan are in danger despite 
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India‘s protestations of secularism. The civilization and culture of Indian has been established 

with a huge help from Islam as suggested by the history but they don‘t respect anything (Van 

de Veer, 1994). 

Issue of Kashmir and Pakistan’s role 

Pakistan greatly supports the Kashmir independence movement and always has stated that 

Kashmir is an important part of Pakistan. The Islamic world is greatly challenged by the 

cruelties of Indian government inflicted on the Kashmirs and the injustices those people of 

kashmir. Kashmir is supposed to be a root for the movement of Islamic world against the 

injustice, oppression, tyranny and through this Islam will operate as a great force in the 

modern era. Kashmir is one of the greatest trials faced by modern Islam. Despite all the 

international pressure and commitments, India continues its unlawful occupation of Kashmir. 

Indian stubbornness and narrow-mindedness does not allow the Kashmir‘s to have self-

determinations rights. The colonial domination of India over the Kashmir is a painful fact the 

people of Kashmir have to face. They are not allowed to walk freely or to choose the way 

they want to spend their life and the rights to self-expression are not granted. All the 

Kashmir‘s are continuously suffering at the hands of India. India has spread its terror in the 

Valley. Unarmed and helpless Muslims face and fail against the mighty heavily armed Indian 

army which does not hesitate to shoot innocent Muslims. The struggle for Kashmir will 

continue till the end no matter if their leaders are being imprisoned. 

Issues of Afghanistan and Pakistan’s role  

Pakistan and Afghanistan have always agitating relationship. The United Nations 

membership gotten by Pakistan was opposed by Afghanistan mainly because it was claimed 

by Afghanistan that the land close to the Durand line belongs to them but was occupied by 

Pakistan illegally (Grare, 2006). After freedom was achieved by Pakistan, Afghanistan started 

plotting against Pakistan and was ready to invade their land in order to confiscate the 

Pashtun-majority area and during 1950s and 1960s and during later months of 1970s, 

Pakistan was trouble regarding this specific issue. Pakistan had to bear the brunt of troubles 

from Afghanistan‘s side. Pakistan‘s 1947 referendum was ridiculed by Afghanistan, citing 

that the N.W.F.P (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) Pashtuns were not offered any kind of choice, other 

than siding either with India or Pakistan (Grare, 2006).  

According to Frontier Crops Inspector General Mr. Naseerullah Khan Babar, in early 1973, 

weaponry as well as financial support was provided by Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto‘s to rebels in 
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Afghanistan against the Daud regime. They also trained rebels with guerilla warfare 

techniques in order to tackle any move made by Afghanistan (Amin, 2001). Burhanuddin 

Rabbani and Gulbadin Hekmatyar were Islamist leaders of Afghanistan and were regarded as 

an option to tackle Dauds 2
nd

 regime in the 1970s by the Bhutto government. Directorate of 

ISI continued giving support and equipments to Hekmatyar and Rabbani during Zia ul haq 

government.  Jamaat-e-Islami of Pakistan had good terms with both of them (Amin, 2001). 

War of Soviet Union under the Regime of Zia 

Afghanistan invasion by Soviet Union and following war between the rebels of Afghanistan 

and Soviet army (1979-89) allowed Pakistan to make adequate measures in order to tackle 

any kind of issues from India and Pashtunistan movement and Afghanistan under soviet 

influence, and to set up a Pro-Pakistan government. In name of ―Jihad‖, war was fought 

against ―Soviet heathens‖, according to the analysts in Pakistan, there is no single evidence 

that supports the claim that this move was made strategically rather than ideologically (Rana 

& Sial, 2013). 

According to Major Amir (a retired officer of Pakistan ISI), The Mujahedeen pupils were 

supplied with weapons, training in guerrilla technique and other necessities by Pakistan‘s ISI, 

who are the leading intelligence agency of Pakistan, they initiated camps to train the 

mujahedeen in tribal areas while collaborating with CIA. The fight against the Soviets was 

based on the ideology of jihad so naturally people volunteered for jihad from all around the 

country and the number of fighters was never an issue because the jihad was also supported 

by the religious parties of country in the Zia regime(M. Amir, personal communication, 

December 17, 2019).  

In views of Raheem ullah Yousafzai (a senior journalist of Pakistan), The Deo-bandi ulema 

(religious scholars) were tasked with raising funds for the campaign from all over the country 

and they were specialized in recruiting madras‘s (Islamic religious schools), schools and 

colleges students for jihad. Aside from people from Pakistani origins and Afghani origins, 

training camps were set up in Pakistan to train assemble and train peoples from regions of 

Africa and Arab and other countries and then they were sent to Afghanistan for jihad against 

Soviet troops. An organization was formed in chitral, N.W.F.P., Pakistan for the purpose of 

fund raising for jihad (Yousafzai, R, personal communication, February 05, 2020). 

They fulfilled all kind of financial needs of the jihad movement. Despite most of these 

financial support organizations being established in Peshawar, some of them were also 
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located in Islamabad, Karachi and Quetta (Rana et al., 2010). In the 1980s, a noticeable 

increase in the organizations based on religions ground were witnessed with jihadist and 

secret missions mainly because the jihad in Afghanistan was backed up by Pakistan. Harkatul 

Jihad-e-Islami (HuJI) and Harkatul Mujahideen (HuM) are Pakistani jihad groups and some 

other identified jihad leaders had formed friendly ties with their Afghan and foreign 

counterparts in Afghanistan. They were all trained together in Afghanistan and they fought 

together.  

Tribal areas and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were some of the locations where Arab and Afghan 

military personnel assembled in camps.  Few names of the Afghan Jihad Groups leaders are 

Hizb-e-Islami,Syed Ahmed Gillani, Nijat-e-MIlli and others as they were pioneer of the 

―mujahedeen coalition‖ 7 group used to battle Soviet troops Afghanistan and it was aided by 

the U.S, Pakistan and other countries in favor of the jihad movement. Pashtun parties were 

leading the support given to the jihad movement. And Jamiat-e-Islami of Rabbani had a 

majority of Mujahedeen of Tajik ethnicity. Nevertheless, Jamaat-e-Islami a religious party in 

Pakistan has good ties and it is an important party founded in Afghanistan by Zia and the ISI 

"jihad."  

Not every Jihad sect fighting in Afghanistan was entertained with equal supply of weapons or 

training. Pakistan discriminated between these groups and treated each group differently. It 

was expected by Pakistan that Pashtun religious groups and those Pashtun groups who have 

healthy relationship with Pakistan would help ―transcend ethnic divisions and denounce the 

traditional Afghan claim on Pashtunistan‖ (Grare, 2006: 9). 

To get a good insight on Afghanistan strategies, Pakistan was continuously pursing groups of 

mujahedeen. While on the other hand, it was contemplated by India that at no cost 

Afghanistan should fall at the mercy of Pakistan. In 1987, Rajiv Gandhi who was India's 

prime minister had told Soviet Union president that India would not consider such a plot.  

Najibullah, who was Afghan President informed the President of the Soviet on August 23rd 

1990 that India wants to benefit from current circumstances to have the upper hand in 

Kashmir issue and ―persistently wants Pakistan and Afghanistan to be busy with each other 

without even trying to give a solution or support so that Afghanistan problem could be 

solved‖ (Ostermann, 2003: 191). The 1980‘s proxy war of Afghanistan can be summarized 

by this. In Reality, every collaborator who was involved wanted to get the upper hand from 

strategic point of view instead of trying to focus on a solution so that the country situation 
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could be normalized. After the Afghanistan Geneva agreement, the regime of Najibullah 

continuously faced the wrath of mujahedeen‘s who were being supported by Pak army and 

Pakistan government. On 7
th

 June 1988, while addressing the General Assembly of U.N 

Najibullah who was president of Afghanistan had alerted that Pakistan continuous disrespect 

of the agreement will cause disruption and will only slow down soviet troop‘s withdrawal 

from the country (Ostermann, 2003). Under the agreement, however, by February when it 

was due the Soviets left the country and completed their exit. 

Era of Nawaz Sharif and Benazir Bhutto (1990s) 

Pakistan was ruled in alternate periods for two times by each PMLN and PPP respectively, 

but none of them could complete their tenure. At the time of Soviet-Afghan war, there wasn‘t 

much change witnessed in Afghan policy from Pakistan (Haqqani, 2004). When the Soviets 

left Afghanistan, efforts were made to terminate the mujahedeen rebels actions by Najibullah 

regime, but due to no further political, economic or weaponry support was received by 

Soviets after December 1991 when they left and mujahedeen being backed by Pakistan made 

regime weak to face the rebel movement (Grau, 2007). On 27
th

 April 1992, after continuous 

efforts, mujahedeen entered Kabul eventually and Najibullah was put to death. In 1992, 

Sibghatullah Mojaddedi was welcomed by Pakistan as Afghanistan‘s first President after the 

assassination of Najibullah. Three years ago, with continuous support from army GHQ of 

Pakistan, the Afghan Mujahideen parties named him Afghanistan‘s government President.  

Unfortunately, President Mojaddedi resigned after two months of his presidency due to 

continuous pressure from the fresh leadership council of Burhannudin Rabbani. This situation 

led to a start of civil war in the country between various Afghan Jihad groups mainly between 

Rasheed Dostum, Burhannudin Rabbani and others. The consequences of the civil war led to 

the formation of the Taliban. The Taliban drafted a minimum program under the leadership 

of Mullah Omar, who was a preacher so that following could be achieved; to reinitiate 

solidity, detain the armed, implement Islamic law, and to preserve Islam in the State of 

Afghanistan (Sial, 2009). The outsiders in which Pakistan was included; quickly had their 

hopes high and started to move their interests to Kandahar, from where the Taliban 

originated. The Taliban Leader Osama also relocated his office there. Jalaluddin Haqqani's 

Mujahedeen and the two major Pakistani militant groups, HuM and HuJI, have converged 

around the Northern Alliance in Kandahar (Rana & Gunaratna 2007). Throughout Pakistan's 

tribal areas, the emergence of the Afghan Taliban had a cascading impact, where several 
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Taliban factions later appeared to follow a similar agenda. During this time, the activity of 

these Jihad groups increased near the Pakistan-Afghan Border after they had fought in the 

jihad of Anti-Soviet. Pakistan and Saudi Arabia collaborated to provide financial and political 

support to these Taliban groups. While the 2
nd

 tenure of Benazir Bhutto in 1993 was going 

on, Maulana Fazlur Rahman of JUI "had made many trips to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states 

as chairman of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs of the National Assembly to 

request financial and military support for the Taliban"(Stephen, 2003: 93). 

Post-9/11 The Musharraf’s era 

The policy of Pak-Afghan situation had some main political objectives during the 

Musharraf‘s regime which included preserving tranquility and firmness in the border regions 

of Pakistan and Afghanistan; ensuring that Afghanistan‘s government represented equal 

contribution from the Pashtuns; safeguarding interests of Pakistan through different political, 

military and financial diplomacies; and making sure that the Afghan land could not be used to 

initiate a rebellion in Baluchistan and other tribal areas of Pakistan. The Pashtuns were 

suppressed due to rise of tribal leaders and warlords because of the power-sharing strategy 

that was adopted at Afghanistan‘s first Bonn Conference in 2011; which in due course 

weakened any kind of political settlement in the country and the revival of the Taliban 

movement was uplifted (Sial & Basit, 2011). 

Regional allies had no goals for the Afghan program in the 1980‘s and 1990‘s, and tried to 

support their personal benefits in the country by encouraging and facilitating stand-in wars in 

that region. The reality is obvious because of the emergence of three groups there: The 

Cyprus group was supported by Iran, the bracket in Peshawar was supported by Pakistan, and 

the International Form supported the Hamid Karzai bracket (Sial & Basit, 2011).In the latest 

Afghan setup, the incorporation of some new leaders of Taliban was wished by Pakistan, but 

Russia, Northern Alliance, Iran and India were opposing such idea (Grare, 2006). However, 

Musharraf was concerned over the Northern Alliance rise; but after 9/11 situation, it was left 

with fewer choices to put forward their dislikes and likes (Abbas, 2010). 

In June 2002, a changed government was formed in which the Pashtuns felt they were 

alienated. Nonetheless, out of 243 seats some 113 were won by Pashtuns of Afghanistan in 

elections conducted in 2005. Due to the results of the elections, many Northern Alliance 

members have to lose their seats which were won by the Pashtuns (Grare, 2006). The 2004 

election to elect the President of Afghanistan was conducted without Musharraf‘s 
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interference in it (Kronstad, 2008) and also the parliamentary election of 2005. As mentioned 

earlier, the U.S-India possible alliance was a fear and was one of the most significant factors 

behind the joining of war on terror by Musharraf‘s government. It was then thought that if no 

action is taken by Pakistan, the bond between India- Northern Alliance would only strengthen 

which would be bad for Pakistan. Secondly, great pressure could be put on Pakistan by India 

with the international community backing India over the issue of Pakistan-based militant 

group‘s presence in Kashmir (Zeihan, 2010). The interference of India in Afghanistan and its 

policy were highly worried by government of Musharraf. On the other hand, India wanted to 

make sure that Afghanistan would not be again ruled by Taliban‘s and support would be 

given by Pakistan to the groups against India. Pakistan had a point of view that a havoc and 

state of emergency could be initiated by India in Pakistan thought backing the Baluchistan 

insurgency movement (Verma & Schaffer, 2010: 1). 

Pakistan’s policy on Afghanistan 

Muhammad Sadiq the Pakistani ambassador to Afghanistan, the Foreign Office of Pakistan; 

and the military institution are working very hard to have cordial relations with Afghanistan. 

Besides making sure that peace is maintained in Afghanistan. These kind of efforts are 

building block of foreign diplomatic relations of Pakistan, which grows on the countries 

energy and economic necessities and to tackle threats from military groups. A start of civil 

war in Afghanistan is not beneficial for any country present in the region at the moment. It is 

a desire of Pakistan that Afghanistan may not be pushed into civil war and become a breeding 

ground for proxy wars in the region. As an initial step, as this report mentions previously, 

Pakistan wants to be seen as Afghanistan‘s ally by all the extremist military and regional 

groups that reside in the northern part of the country. Nevertheless, the trust of Afghani 

people will come at no small cost and have to be achieved to continuous hard work and 

efforts. The trust won‘t be won easily because of the negative role Pakistan has played in the 

Afghan history and the Taliban‘s backed up by Pakistan and also for providing support to 

militants who carried out attacks inside Afghanistan. Secondly, Afghanistan‘s ethnic groups 

reconsidering and having peaceful talk with each other is Pakistan priority, Taliban being 

added, in order to reinsure safety in the region. Pakistan does not wish Afghanistan to be 

ruled by Taliban‘s again.  

According to Mushtaq Yousafzai (A senior journalist of Pakistan), The people of Afghanistan 

see Pakistan as a pro-Taliban state and this worrisome factor could lead Afghani people and 
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its government distanced from Pakistan and adjacent to India, which is bad because India can 

use Afghanistan against Pakistan (Yousafzai, M. personal communication, February 08, 

2020). 

Despite all the challenges, Pakistan had to face as a result of the crisis and disputes evolving 

in Middle East and other Muslim states, Pakistan always ensured peaceful settlement of all 

disputes and kept the peace and prosperity of the Muslim world as its top priority because It 

is like a union where if one disputes deepen in one particular country, it weakens all of them. 

Being a Muslim majority country, Pakistan‘s primary responsibility is to work for the 

harmony and unity of the Muslims around the world. Anywhere in the world, if the Muslim 

state is under oppression or involved in a conflict, the duty to resolve the conflict must be 

fulfilled effectively.  

Perwaiz Khattak (Defense Minister of Pakistan) is of the view that no doubt, Pakistan has 

always responsibly played its role in supporting all legitimate Muslim causes around the 

world, whether it be the Syrian conflict, the Palestinian issue or the Yemen dispute, it has 

always raised his voice against those who carry out atrocities and oppressions in order to 

resolve the conflict. Pakistan‘s foreign policy is based on Quaid e Azam Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah‘s vision and in line with the principles of international law and UN charter thus, any 

unlawful act by any particular country is disapproved by the state whether it be the use of 

chemical weapons or the violation of territorial sovereignty of any particular state by the 

other, no matter what the purpose of the intervention is. Pakistan continues to adapt similar 

policies for the future also, where the primary focus should be on conflict resolution and 

management especially for the fellow Muslim countries and to be available for them in all 

hours of need (Khattak, P. personal communication, January 08, 2020). 
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CHAPTER- 4 

PAKISTAN’S ROLE IN THE MUSLIMS AND NON-MUSLIMS ORGANIZATION 

SINCE 1947 

This chapter deals with Pakistan's position in the world organization of Muslims and Non-

Muslims since 1947 as supporting country working to settle conflicts and disputes in the 

Muslim world. The importance of Pakistan in the Muslim world is unmatched. Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan official religion is Islam. Almost 97 per cent of Pakistanis are Muslims. 

After Indonesia, the 2
nd

 biggest Muslim country in the world is Pakistan. It is called the 

"National Islamic Political Center" Pakistan is the first Muslim state in the world to build and 

operate a civilian nuclear power plant. Pakistan‘s one of few foreign diplomatic relations 

priorities includes to establish good ties with all countries around the world, especially with 

Muslim countries. Pakistan was built on Islamic ideology (Muzaffar, 2016). Pakistan wants 

peace-building around the world, particularly in the Muslim world. That has also called for 

peace among oppressed nations to be achieved. Pakistan is considered a vital part of world 

organizations. Officially Pakistan is a member of 64 international organizations. It has also 

worked with all international peace-keeping organizations and cooperated. The following are 

the international organizations of Muslims and non-Muslims of which Pakistan is a member 

state and by using these organizations Pakistan attempts to establish peace in the world and to 

settle conflicts and disputes between and among different states.  

United Nations and Pakistan Role for Peace Making 

The United Nations is an intergovernmental body with the aim of maintaining universal 

tranquility and firmness, forming cordial relations with fellow countries, collaborating on 

international level and being a platform for initiation of national action plans. It is recognized 

as the world's largest, best known, most globally influential and most strong 

intergovernmental body. Headquartered in New York, USA, the United Nations is located 

around the world, in Geneva, Nairobi, Vienna and The Hague (Heacock, Bruné and Kamel, 

etc., 2016). The United Nations was formed to avoid war after the disaster of 2
nd

 World War. 

In April 1945 at San Francisco, the governments of fifty states from all around the world met 

to begin drafting the UN Charter. This was adopted on 25
th

 June 1945 and 24
th

 October 1945 

and came into effect upon the service of the United Nations. According to the Charter, the 

institute motivations include International Security, citizens‘ rights protection and the 
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provision of humanitarian assistance, promotion of permanent development and the 

maintenance of universal law at all costs (Hehir, 2013). 

According to Syed Atif Raza (Director UN Division, Pakistan‘s foreign office), the cold war 

between the US and the Soviet Union and its allies hindered the organization's long-standing 

effort to preserve world peace. Its strengths include mainly unarmed military observers and 

Light Armed Forces, primarily responsible for tracking, reporting and building trust (Raza, S. 

A. personal communication, October 26, 2019). 

Since widespread decolonization started in the 1960‘s, United Nations membership increased 

significantly. Until then, 80 former colonies, including 11 trust territories, have achieved 

independence and are governed by the Council of Trustees (Desai, 2016). Throughout the 

1970‘s the UN Economic and Social Development Plan budget much exceeded the spending 

on peacekeeping. The United Nations shifted and expanded its military activities after the end 

of the cold war, taking on various dynamic tasks. The United Nations has six major organs: 

General Assembly; Security Council; Economic and Social Committee (ECOSOC); 

Trusteeship Committee; International Court of Justice; and Secretariat of the United Nations 

(Whittaker, 2002). Many specialized organizations such as the World Bank Agency, the 

World Health Organization, the World Food Programme, UNESCO and UNICEF are 

included under the UN framework. In addition, non-governmental organizations and other 

bodies such as the Economic and Social Council can also be given consultative status to 

participate in the work of the United Nations. The Chief Executive Officer of the United 

Nations has been Secretary General since January 1, 2017, and is currently a Portuguese 

statesman and diplomat Antonio Guterres. The organization is sponsored by its member 

states from determined donors and voluntary donors. Many Nobel Peace Prizes have been 

received by the United Nations, UN military officers and their agencies, although further 

assessments of their effectiveness have been mixed. Some critics see the organization as an 

important force for peace and human development, while others see it as an invalid, biased or 

corrupt organization. 

The total number of states was 51 at the time of the United Nations establishment. In 2011, 

the number rose to 193, representing the vast majority of the world's sovereign nations. It was 

convenient for Pakistan to formally join the United Nations on September 30th, 1947; more 

than a month after Pakistan was formed. The army of Pakistan has been involved in UN 

peacekeeping operations across the globe, most notably in Somalia, Liberia and other similar 
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countries. As of 2009 Pakistan was the world's main supplier of troops to UN peacekeeping 

operations, led by Bangladesh and India (Al-Jazeera, 2009). 

Pakistan is the largest country that contributes troops to UN peacekeeping operations, and is 

completely keen on ensuring international security and stability (Hussain, 2017). In 1960, it 

deployed its first contingent in the Congo (ISPR, 2007). Since then, Pakistan has participated 

in 41 peacekeeping missions in 23 countries, with 150,000 peacekeepers, some of whom are 

deployed under the most difficult and harsh conditions areas (Malik, 2014). There are 137 

Pakistani peacekeepers that lost their lives during peace keeping in different operations in 

different parts of the world under UN. At present, Pakistan is one of the main countries 

contributing to the troops, with 8,230 peacekeepers comprising more than 9 per cent of the 

overall deployment of the United Nations. Pakistan is also the sixth largest donor to police 

matters (Hussain, 2017). The 5th of June is celebrated each year as the day of the Pakistani 

peacekeepers. Pakistan is engaged actively with the international community on fighting 

international terrorism. It has provided the international community with the greatest possible 

cooperation and assistance in fighting this scourge. No country in the world is suffering the 

more than Pakistan because of that threat. The whole nation of Pakistan is ready to do what it 

takes to eradicate all kinds and manifestations of terrorism. 

Pakistan sees weapons control initiatives as vital instruments to encourage global and 

regional aspirations for peace and stability. Pakistan has therefore, often, endorsed the need 

for inclusive dialogue and negotiation forums, taking into account the security interests of all 

nations. Pakistan sends four resolutions to the U.N. General Assembly each year as part of its 

efforts to contribute to global disarmament and non-proliferation problems. The purpose of 

these kinds of initiatives is to raise awareness of gun control and change the way people deal 

the subject, territorial arms and weapon control awareness, promoting confidence at the 

territorial level, and educating the non-nuclear states about nuclear technology importance. 

Pakistan is responsible for the changes seen in the Security Council and it being more 

political, independent and transparent by changing its composition and enhancing its methods 

of working. There was a time period from Jan 2012 to Dec 2013, when Pakistan served as 

observer for the Security Council for 2 years. Pakistan has been again appointed as the 

observer for the Security Council and it is for the 7
th

 time currently (Rodiles, 2013).  

Pakistan took the ambitions of membership general, developing countries, OIC and Asia to 

the Security Council. On the entire agenda, the Pakistani team addressed the Security Council 
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on a number of thematic issues. These issues included concerns over stability in the region, 

terrorism and peacekeeping in Afghanistan and those areas which were important for 

Pakistan. In Jan 2013, debates over 2 substantive topics were held when Pakistan became the 

president of the Security Council: (i) radical steps to be taken for increasing terrorism threat; 

and (ii) UN peacekeeping: a multidimensional approach. The latter also contributed to the 

adoption of a landmark peacekeeping operations resolution. Pakistan continues to promote 

the need for dialog, diplomacy, and international cooperation to deal efficiently and credibly 

with current and emerging international issues based on consensus and collective action 

(North-United Nations). 

History of Pakistan Peacemaking Operations  

Pakistan firmly supports the measures the UN takes to establish peace. It says that UN 

peacekeeping operations are an integral part of UN mandate to maintain international peace 

and stability under the Charter. Pakistan itself receives one of the oldest peace-building 

operations by the United Nations, in the form of UNMOGIP; Monitoring a truce between 

India and Pakistan on the disputed territories of Jammu and Kashmir since January 1949 

(Wesley & White, 2015). Sustaining the Observer Group's presence in India and Pakistan is 

necessary for maintaining order at the borders and bring all the events and escalations 

happing at the border under the spotlight for the international authorities. Pakistan argues that 

following points need to be worked on while forming the UN peacekeeping operation 

policies;  political strategy, correct orders, efficient command and control systems, and clear 

engagement rules for each situation (Ibid, 2015). 

The following are some of the UN peacemaking operations and observer missions among 

others in which Pakistan has participated so far. 

Congo (August 1960 to May 1964) 

In Congo, UN continued its operations. The peacekeeping force was deployed in Congo in 

compliance with resolution of the United Nations Security Council 143 (Boulden, 2001) of 

14th July 1960. The mission was launched to help the Congo restore peace after it fell into 

war and anarchy after independence. UNOC was the first UN peacekeeping operation to have 

a substantial military force. This was rescinded in 1964.The United Nations specified four 

objectives for the operation: (i) restoring peace: (ii)
 
keeping other states secure of the crisis; 
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(iii)
 
helping to develop the economy of the country; and (iv), restoring stability. The country 

received full support and within 48 of the resolution, a peacekeeping task force was deployed 

in the area. While Congo was going through the crisis, the force played a vital role. 

Logistical support was provided by Pakistan while the operation was in motion, under Lt. 

Col. Nasser. Lieutenant Colonel Nasser was the first Pakistani officer to command the United 

Nations Company of Ordnance within Congo (from the inland to the UN). The units of 

Ordnance Corp and Supply Corp belonging to Pakistan were the coordinators of the entire 

operation. It continued to work uninterruptedly from 1960 to 1964 (Boulden, 2001), with four 

separate Army Supply and Ordnance firms, each with about 100 workers. Motion control 

includes sea, air, rail, river, and highway transportation. In an unfriendly climate, a 

centralized structure was established to ensure safe administrative arrangements for the entire 

Congolese transport force, arms, supplies, storage and rations.  

West New Guinea (October 1962 - April 1963) 

The dispute between West New Guinea and west Irian (1950–1962), also known as the 

dispute between Indonesia and Netherlands were also involved against each other as both had 

claim the Island as part of their country.  It was a diplomatic and political conflict. Over the 

territorial dispute of New Guinea, although the Netherlands had ceded sovereignty to 

Indonesia after an independence struggle on 27 December 1949, it was stated by the 

Indonesian government that they were the rightful owners of former Dutch colony and the 

Dutch East Indies were the owner of half of the New Guinea which was controlled by them. 

After an agreement, it was confirmed that by 1 October 1962, the control of West Irian will 

be handed over to the UN by the Netherlands, before Indonesia could take over its ultimate 

plebiscite. (Mackie, 1962).  

The battalion was headquartered in Biak. Pakistani forces have effectively prevented clashes 

between Papuans and Indonesian forces. To avoid bloodshed, Pakistani forces rushed to the 

Kaimana area on 14 January 1963. In another incident, the forces of Pakistan were airlifted to 

Monokwari in response to the distress signal in order to restore the security situation 

threatened by Papuan Volunteers. Upon arriving at the scene, it indicated that 350 PVK 

troops were in a state of rebellion at Arfak camp. The Pakistani peacekeepers, without 

spilling a drop of blood, rescued the situation very quickly. The Pakistani task force ensured 

that the Dutch army was easily withdrawn without any combat with the Indonesian army. It 
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has also helped the Indonesian army take charge rapidly in a favorable environment 

(Krancher, 2003). 

Namibia (April 1989 to March 1990) 

From April 1989 till March 1990, for peacekeeping purposes during the elections, the UN 

peacekeeping task force was established in Namibia. The name of this force was the UNTAG 

(1993, Fortna). Since 1915 South Africa has been administrating Namibia, first under League 

of Nations jurisdiction, and then illegally. The Namibian Nationalist Southwestern African 

People's Organization (SWAPO) military force, the Namibian People's Liberation Army 

(PLAN), has been fighting the South African army since 1966.  

In 1978, the resolution number 435 was passed by the Security Council of the United 

Nations. The resolution initiated election plan for a ceasefire governed by South Africa but 

under UN oversight and control. However, it was not until 1988 that the two parties could 

reach a ceasefire. 

The operation of the United Nations in Namibia marks the end result of the League of 

Nations '70-year pressure on the subject of a united international community which was only 

able to be formed due to continuous efforts made by League of Nations and then the UN, 

allowed the citizens of the region to spend life openly and peacefully independently. Mr. 

Javier Perez de Cuella swore to Mr. Sam Nujoma as President of the newly independent state 

during the Namibian War of Independence and the United Nations Secretary-General. The 

operation was performed by a task force of Border Engineering coordinated by the Pakistani 

Army engineers (Hearn, 1999).  

Kuwait (December 1991 to October 1993) 

In the late 1960‘s security cooperation between Pakistan and Kuwait reigned. The troops of 

Kuwait army were trained under the supervision of Pakistan army, air force and navy 

commanders. In 1990, almost 700 Pakistani armed forces deployed to Kuwait. During the 

Gulf War, Pakistani officials held strategic and advisory positions within the Kuwaiti Army. 

The invasion of Kuwait which happened in 1990 witnessed Pak army troops as part of the 

alliance force and Pakistani troops participated in the United Nations mine activity in Kuwait 

(Cordesman, 2018). 

Pursuant to resolution number 689 of Security Council, the UNIKOM was formed after the 

Gulf War on 9 April 1991 and was fully deployed in early May (Bury, 2014). Major post-war 
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troubles surrounded Kuwait after the Gulf war of 1991. The issues include the entire Kuwaiti 

land that was used as a battlefield by Iraq and Allies. Almost the entire territory was covered 

with deadly landmines, a large amount of ammunition and explosives, and a large amount of 

du seeds, which makes it impossible to use the land normally. Finally, Pakistan and six more 

countries were entrusted with the task. The most difficult region of Kuwait was allocated to 

Pakistan. This spread over 3000 square kilometers. Pakistan accomplished its assignment 

mission with success. Afterwards, Pakistan was also tasked with reclamation of Bubiyan 

Island. 

Haiti (1993 to 1996) 

From Sept 1993 till June 1996, the UN launched a peacekeeping operation in Haiti which was 

undertaken between (Einsiedel & Malone 2006). Pakistan provided an infantry battalion as 

part of UNMIH during a 1991 UN coup and military rule in Haiti. The battalion (PAKBAT) 

arrived in Haiti in 1995. It was deployed in Cape Haiti in March 1995. The area was facing a 

very volatile security situation at the time, also known as a hotbed of political turmoil. To 

improve security, PAKBAT began fulfilling its duties through an extensive patrol program 

covering the northern, northeastern and main territory. These patrols quickly became a 

conduit for intimate relationships between local residents and peacekeepers. It gives soldiers 

in blue berets, the Haitian National Police and other government workers confidence that it 

has improved the level of stability and cooperation in the region. The battalion PAKBAT 

held free and fair elections in northern Haiti, and played an important role in it. It was praised 

by local and foreign media. For humanitarian assistance, distributing food among the poor in 

Haiti is a program. Although most of the food was provided by non-governmental 

organizations, the People's Armed Forces even distributed their food quotas to difficult 

populations, thus won goodwill. The shortage of drinking water is another serious problem. 

PAKBAT surveyed drinking water demand in the area, identified areas where water levels 

were needed urgently and helped NGOs repair and install pumps and bring water to remote 

areas. A patrol quickly provided and installed bottled water and cookies. 

In addition, Pakistani forces were beyond the mandate of the United Nations Peace Mission 

in Haiti (UNMIH). Pakistan has provided assistance including road repairs, school 

reconstruction, and the installation of lighting equipment in parks and streets to promote 

nighttime learning. A school was established called "Pakistan School," in recognition of 

Pakistan's efforts (Ahmad, 2015). Their activities have given rise to new life among the local 

people and won the love of the elderly. The United Nations Secretary-General's Special 
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Representative to Haiti, Mr Enrique ter Horst, praised Pakistan's "World Service" (ibid, 

2015).SRSG and Haitian Forces Commander Brigadier General Pierre Diager recognizes the 

growing prestige and its ability to operate effectively in local communities and recommends 

that Pakistani forces be asked to participate in new missions, namely United Nations Mission 

in Haiti (Krishnasamy, 2002). That is how peacekeeping missions have paid Pakistan at the 

United Nations. Moreover, this invisible type of power has helped Pakistan influence UN 

peacekeeping decisions and effectiveness but the degree of effectiveness remains to be seen. 

The performance of the PAKBAT was consistently impeccable and earned admiration from 

everyone, Haitians as well as foreigners "(Samaa Web Page, 2012, n.d). 

Cambodia (March 1992 to November 1993) 

The United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) was a United Nations 

peacekeeping mission in Cambodia established in 1992–93 following the 1991 Paris Peace 

Accords. It was also the first time that the UN took over an autonomous state government, 

coordinated and held an election (as opposed to controlling or supervising), had its own radio 

station and prison, and was responsible for promoting and defending human rights at the 

national level. When the United Nations requested Member States to send troops to the 

United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) (Widyono, 2015), Pakistan 

responded positively based on its past records and dispatched the Azad Kashmir Corps 

Second Battalion. The team is part of a population of 15,900 from 32 nations. Their mission 

is to ensure the withdrawal of all foreign forces, to track truce and to disarm warring groups 

in Cambodia. To fulfill the United Nations peace mission, Pakistan has successfully 

established social relations with local communities without compromising the basic 

principles of peacekeeping neutrality. In this way, the Pakistani army has created a friendly 

environment of interracial peace and stability, and has won the goodwill and cooperation of 

the local people.  

During the visit of the United Nations Transnational Representative Office in Cambodia 

(UNTAC) to Cambodia, the Pakistani army has taken many measures to create a suitable 

environment for mobilizing locals for elections, which is a prerequisite for further peace 

processes. They organize social events such as sports, playgrounds and cultural festivals. In 

addition to these social events, they also launched a national campaign to raise local 

awareness on the importance of elections. They have also organized many social events 

designed to stimulate the democratic spirit of elections. Due to their hard work, about 90% of 

the people in Preah Vihear province casted vote. The Pakistani army also succeeded in 
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cultivating the enthusiasm of the locals as the People struggled to walk 25 kilometers to vote 

(Mahmud, 1994). 

Bosnia (March 1992 to February 1996) 

The Bosnian War was an international military war in Bosnia and Herzegovina which lasted 

from 1992 to 1995. The war is generally started on 6 April 1992 after a series of violent 

events in the early 1992 period. The war ended on 14 December 1995.The main warring 

parties were the armies of the Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina and those of the self-

proclaimed Bosnian Serb and Bosnian Croat groups within Bosnia-Herzegovina, Republika 

Srpska and Herzeg-Bosnia, controlled and supplied by Serbia and Croatia respectively. The 

United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR), (Tardy, 2015) recognizes the excellent 

performance of the Pakistani Army Task Force in the UN peacekeeping operations In 

Somalia and Cambodia, the United Nations has asked the Government of Pakistan to send 

troops to the UN Security Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina. A contingent of 3,000 people 

deployed to Bosnia and Herzegovina in May 1994, consisting of two battalions and a country 

support headquarters.  

Krishnasamy (2002) notes that Pakistan‘s services in the UN Protection Force (UNPROFOR) 

in Bosnia-Herzegovina resulted into earning praises. To this end, local media has always 

framed the contribution of Pakistan military positively and have widely acknowledged that 

PAKBAT saved the locals from the brutal attacks, gave them all form of humanitarian 

assistance and, most importantly, provided them medical care by establishing hospitals. 

Somalia (March 1992 to February 1996) 

The country of Somalia is going through a permanent civil war called Somali Civil War. In 

1980‘s, the opposition was established which was governed by Siad Barre. By 1988–1990, 

the multiple rebellious groups were challenged by the armed forces of Somali. In 1991, all 

the opposition groups which were heavily armed were able to successfully overthrow the 

government of Barre. These groups were very dangerous (Osman, 2007).  

Consequently, all the groups wanted to control the country, so there was turmoil and disaster 

everywhere. Instead of the battle customary law briefly collapsed in 1990–92. This 
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precipitated the arrival in July 1992 of UNOSOM I UN military observers, accompanied by 

larger forces for the peacekeeping.  

Pakistan became the first country to respond to an appeal from the United Nations during the 

civil war in Somalia. Five hundred Pakistani troops arrived in Mogadishu on 14 September 

1992 to begin a humanitarian effort by the United Nations (Berdal, 1994). A Pakistan United 

Nations Operation in Somalia (UNOSOM) armed convoy patrols Somalia. On June 5, 1993, a 

Pakistani task force was attacked as part of an expanded United Nations mandate. It was 

investigating an armament belonging to the Somali warlord, which was fighting for the 

presidency; Mohamed Farah Aidid ( Mohamed Farrah Aidid); the attack is believed to have 

been carried out by pro-Aidad militia, which caused 24 casualties and led to Resolution 837, 

which reaffirmed the United Nations commitment to peacekeeping and action against the 

insurgents concerned. Pakistan is also a member of the UN Contact Community on Piracy off 

the Somali coast (Dorcas McCoy, 2000). An advance team of 50 observers from the United 

Nations arrived prior to deployment of the security forces. Ahmad (2015) pointed out that 

Pakistan's bravery, courage and professionalism have played an important role in winning the 

hearts of local communities. They tirelessly paved the way for assistance and a peaceful 

environment. They built the road, excavated it well, restored the local infrastructure, and 

thanked a school in Haiti named "Pakistan School". He added that in Somalia, Pakistan was 

authorized to recover illegal weapons to ensure the safety of all peacekeepers in conflict 

areas. The success of the Pakistani army in effectively dealing with the security situation has 

won the hearts of the locals, which is reflected from their slogans. ―Pakistani and Somali 

WalalWalal (Translation in English: Pakistani and Somali are brothers)‖. 

Rwanda (October 1993-March 1996) 

The Rwandan Civil War was a civil war in Rwanda fought between the Rwandan Armed 

Forces, supporting the Rwandan government, and the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) from 1 

October 1990 until 18 July 1994. The war that lasted from 1990 to 1994 emerged out of the 

long-running dispute between the Hutu and Tutsi groups within the Rwandan community. In 

October 1993, the United Nations Security Council established the United Nations Assistance 

Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR), (Melvern, 2015). This was only after the Rwandan Civil 

War had begun. The goals of UNAMIR were to help put in place a peace agreement, track 

how well it was going and support the new government. The organization was originally 

created to help enforce the Arusha Peace Agreement signed on 4 August 1993 by the 
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Rwandan parties. Faced with the horrific events of the genocide and changes in the country's 

situation, numerous adjustments have been made to UNAMIR's mandate and troop strength. 

The mandate of UNAMIR ended On 8 March 1996; Mr. Shaharyar M. Khan from Pakistan 

served as Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of Mission. After the 

closure of UNAMIR, Mr. Khan continued to serve as the Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General for a term in April 1996. 

Angola (February 1995 to June 1997) 

The Angolan Civil War was a civil war in Angola starting in 1975 and continued, with 

interludes, until 2002. The war began in November 1975, soon after Angola got 

independence from Portugal (Turner, 2002). The war was a political struggle between two 

former anti-colonial resistance movements, the Anti-Communist National Union of the 

Democratic People's Party for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), and the Full Independence 

of Angola (UNITA). The war was used as a proxy front to the Cold War by rival states like 

the Soviet Union, Cuba, South Africa and the United States. The Lusaka Protocol, established 

on November 20, 1991, was based on the Angola Peace Agreement signed on May 31, 1991 

and assists the Angolan government and the National Angola National Independence Union 

(UNITA) Restore peace and achieves national reconciliation in 1994 and relevant Security 

Council resolutions. 

Eastern Slavonia (May 1996 – August 1997) 

Eastern Slavonia, Baranja, and Western Syrmia were a short-lived parallel Serbian force on 

Croatian territory. It encompassed the same territory as the SAO Eastern Slavonia, Baranja, 

and Western Syrmia formed in 1990 which had been incorporated into the Republic of 

Serbia. Establishment of the United Nations Transitional Authority in Eastern Slavonia 

(UNTAES), (DiFelice, 2007). After the Croatian government and Serb representatives signed 

the Demilitarization Agreement in Erdut in November 1995, they called on the UN to take 

action in Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium within thirty days of the agreement 

being enforced in war-torn areas. A powerful Pakistan Army task force of 1,000 soldiers 

joined UNTAES in the first week of May 1996 and took office on 18 May 1996 after the 

Belgian forces were rescued. 
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Sierra Leone (October 1999 to December 2005) 

The United Nations Sierra Leone Mission (UNAMSIL) was established from 1999 to 2006 

(Meyer, 1997). Throughout the visit, several requests for military assistance were accepted by 

the United Nations Security Council which eventually required 17,500 military personnel 

including 260 military observers. The Security Council took that decision in its resolution 

1346 and ratified it in the same resolution. Pakistan is the biggest contributor to the 

campaign, sending three battalions and an Engineering Battalion. Since October 2003 until 

September 2005, Mr. Sajjad Akram of the Pakistan Army served as Force Commander and 

Chief Military Observer for Africa. Since the reorganization of the former Rhodesian Air 

Force in the early 1980s, a series of reorganizations were carried out by the Zimbabwe Air 

Force (AFZ) (Cooper, 2013). At that time, AFZ was pursuing assistance from Pakistan and 

abroad to continue its operations. President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe was asked by 

Pakistan to name an official to lead the AFZ and to serve as its commander. Deputy Air Force 

Marshal Azim Daodpota was then appointed Commander of the Zimbabwe Air Force, served 

from July 1983 to January 1986. He remained the first commander of AFZ, and only non-

local. Many other PAF officers had also been serving with Daudpota in Zimbabwe. 

Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia has long been Pakistan's closest security partner in the Middle East, and the two 

countries enjoy good military and intelligence cooperation. In 1967, the military relationship 

between the two broadened (Russell, 2005). The level of cooperation was described by 

former Saudi intelligence chief Prince Turki bin Sultan as "possibly one of the closest ties 

between any two countries in the world." Pakistan's ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Naeem 

Khan, said that Pakistan considers Saudi Arabia's security as "a personal matter" (Wehrey, 

2012). The Pakistan Air Force has been in close contact with the Royal Saudi Air Force 

(RSAF) since the early 1960‘s. King Faisal turned to train and sustains Pakistan's air force 

amid unhappiness with British military cooperation in the 1960‘s (Kamran, 2013). Pakistan 

helped RSAF build and trial the first jet fighter launched in the 1960s. Pakistani Air Force 

pilots conducted the 1969 Yemen invasion of Saudi Arabia's southern border with the RSAF 

Lightning. Many Pakistanis continued to serve in the Saudi Army and operate as Saudi Air 

Force fighter pilots.  
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After the 1979 Iranian Revolution, Pakistan sent troops to conduct "defense duties" in Saudi 

Arabia. Pakistan and Saudi Arabia signed an agreement on December 14, 1982, after seeking 

assistance from military manpower. In the 1970‘s and 1980‘s, as many as 15,000 Pakistani 

troops had been stationed in Saudi Arabia to support the government. Many of them were 

part of the combat forces of a brigade that were located along the Israeli-Jordan-Saudi border. 

By the Gulf War of 1991, Saudi Arabia had sent almost 13,000 soldiers and 6,000 consultants 

from Pakistan (Kamran, 2013). The scope of cooperation under the 1982 agreement has been 

expanded to military preparation, defense development and sharing, and joint exercises. The 

Pakistani Armed Forces often participate with the Saudi Armed Forces in joint military 

exercises in Saudi Arabia. Pakistan's military presence in the country is continuing, providing 

support for regional internal and external threats to Riyadh. The Pakistani Navy and the 

Royal Saudi Navy have carried out a number of joint military drills and comprehensive sea 

cooperation (Kamran, 2013). Royal Saudi Navy officials received training from the Pakistani 

Navy early on in the creation of the RSN (Hali, 2013). 

United Arab Emirates 

Shortly before the establishment of the UAE in 1971, defense relations between Pakistan and 

the UAE began. Members of the Pakistani Army equipped the Abu Dhabi Defense Forces as 

early as 1968 for transition to the Gulf Warring States at the behest of Sheik Zayed, the 

founder of the UAE. An agreement was reached in the mid-1970‘s, and collaboration on 

defense continued in the following decades (Kamran, 2013). The two countries ' geographical 

positions are close, and the two countries ' relations have a long history.  

The Pakistani army has developed UAE armored training schools and provided training for 

UAE assault battalions and all military and artillery personnel. Pakistani staff has also served 

as consultants and mentors for the United Arab Emirates Air Force (UAEAF).The UAE Air 

Force was once referred to as "the extension of the Pakistan Air Force." Sheik Zayed's first 

UAE chief of staff was Cdre Ayaz Ahmed Khan Aviation, accompanied by Ghulam Haider, 

Jamal A. Khan and Feroz A. Khan, including officials from the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) 

(Kamran, 2013).In the top five UAE Air Force staff chiefs are Pakistanis (Yousaf, 2015). The 

successor commander is the local officer while the PAF's captain-level officer continues to 

serve as the Air Force Staff's deputy chief. As of 2004, there were about 55 Pakistani flight 

instructors in Emirates, and many Pakistani personnel served in the Emirates Army and 
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Navy. Pakistani naval officers served in the UAE while training the local navy (Kamran, 

2013). 

The Six-Day War 

In June 1967, Israel and its neighbors, Egypt (then called the United Arab Republic), Jordan 

and Syria (between 5 and 10), fought the Six-Day War (Hebrew: "1967 War"), also known as 

the June War, the 1967 Arab Israel War or the Third Arab-Israeli War. Relations between 

Israel and its neighbors were not completely normalized during the Arab – Israeli War of 

1948. In 1956, Israel invaded the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt, with one of its targets being the 

reopening of the Tiran Straits that Egypt had blocked Israeli shipping since 1950. Israel was 

finally forced to withdraw but the Tiran Straits are assured to remain free. A United Nations 

Emergency Force was deployed to the border but no demilitarization agreement was reached. 

Tensions were increasingly heightened in the months leading to June 1967. Israel reiterated 

its post-1956 position that a reason for war (a casus belli) would be the closing of the Tiran 

Strait to Israeli shipments (Gat, 2005).  

In May, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser declared that Israeli warships would close 

the straits and then mobilize his Egyptian forces along his Israeli frontier. Israel launched a 

series of preemptive airstrikes on 5 June against Egyptian airfields, what it said. One of a 

number of conflict-related problems is the question of which side the war started (Gat, 2005). 

Pakistan's fighter pilot Saiful Azam shot down two Israeli aircraft during the six-day war, and 

was awarded the only Jordanian Istiklal and Iraqi Brave (Nut al-Shujat) nickname awards.  

Battle of Mogadishu 

The Mogadishu Battle was a part of Operation Gothic Serpent. It was fought between U.S. 

troops — supported by UNOSOM II — and Somali militiamen loyal to the self-proclaimed 

president-to-be Mohamed Farrah Aidid in Mogadishu, Somalia, October 3–4, 1993.The first 

Joint Special Operations Command Force, Task Force Ranger, was a partnership between 

various U.S. Army Special Operations Command specialized special operations groups, the 

Air Force Special Operations Command, and the United States Naval Special Warfare 

Command (Eversmann & Schilling, 2004). 

It was composed mainly of members of the 75th Ranger Regiment and Delta Force. Task 

force Ranger was dispatched to seize two High-Echelon Help lieutenants during a meeting in 

the area. The objective of the operation was met though circumstances spiraled into the 
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deadly war of Mogadishu. The initial operation of 3 October 1993, which was expected to 

last an hour, became an operation of overnight standoff and rescue lasting up to 4 October 

1993 daylight hours (Sangvic, 2015). 

A Pakistani soldier was killed during the rescue attempt and attack, and two were wounded. 

Tanks of 6 Lancer Regiment and 19 Lancer Regiment had been used for evacuation purposes. 

The killed soldier was a 19 Lancer Regiment's 12.7 mm turret gun (Mickolus, Edward, & 

Simmons, 1997). 

The Black September in Jordan 

The Black September was a war fought in Jordan between the Jordanian Armed Forces 

(JAF), under the leadership of King Hussein, and the Palestinian Liberation Movement 

(PLO), under the leadership of Yasser Arafat, mainly from 16 to 27 September 1970, with 

further fighting continuing until 17 July 1971 (Nevo, 2008). 

Role of Pakistani Zia-ul-Haq in Jordan 

Pakistan's training team for Jordan, Brigadier Mohammed Zia-ul-Haq (later Army Chief of 

Staff and Pakistan's President), was involved in heading Jordan. Zia had spent three years in 

Amman, before Black September. Hussein sent Zia to the north to assess Syria's military 

capabilities during the crisis, according to CIA official Jack O'Connell. The Pakistani 

commander spoke to Hussein and proposed a RJAF squadron could be deployed in the area. 

O'Connell also said the Jordanian forces were personally commanded by Zia during the battle 

(Hyman and Kaushik, 1989).  

In the fight against Jordan, two Iranian people's guerrilla groups, the Iranian people's Fedai 

Guerrilla Group (OIPFG) and the Iranian People's Jihad Party (PMOI) participated. Their 

"collaboration with the PLO was especially close, and leaders of both movements also fought 

side by side during the Black September events in Jordan and worked together in Lebanon's 

Fatah camps". Agent PMOI bombed the Jordanian Embassy in Tehran as a "revenge" on the 

"Black September" incident during a State visit to King Hussein on 3 August 1972. 

Operation Gothic Serpent 

Project Goth Serpent was a military operation conducted during the civil war in Somalia by 

the US Special Operations Forces. The key mission was to apprehend Mohammed Farah 

Aidid, leader of the group. The mission was carried out in Somalia from August to October 

1993, and was supervised by the Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC). The soldiers 
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were sent to conduct their duties as part of the operation, and two of Lieutenant Aidid was 

arrested. Under the order of the Gothic serpent, the result of this mission is named the Battle 

of Mogadishu (Russo, Brocker, King, & Fang, 2018). One of the deadliest attacks on UN 

forces in Somalia on 5 June 1993 was the ambush and killing of 24 Pakistani soldiers in a 

Mogadishu area controlled by Aidid. Any prospect of a negotiated resolution of the dispute 

quickly vanished. The next day the UN Security Council released Resolution 837 calling for 

the arrest and prosecution of those who carried out the attack. American warplanes and UN 

troops started targeting the fortress of Aidid. Help continues to cause escalating Conflict 

between Somalis and UN forces.  

The Grand Mosque seizure 

The Grand Mosque confiscation (Riedal, 2008) occurred in November and December 1979, 

when armed civilians demanding the overthrow of Saudi houses took over the holy place of 

the Mecca mosque in Saudi Arabia. The insurgents announced that Mohammed Abdullah 

Katani, one of its leaders, had arrived at Mahdi ("Islamic Redeemer") and called on Muslims 

to obey him. On the advice of three GIGN French commandos, the Saudi Special Forces 

fought for nearly two weeks and recaptured the compound. They occupy most sacred part of 

Islam, hijack believers, kill hundreds of militants, security forces and hostages, and then 

exchange fire to control the scene. Two weeks after the acquisition began, the siege ended 

and the mosque was cleared (Bokhari, 2015). Al-Qahtani was killed when he regained the 

mosque, but Juhayman and 67 insurgents who survived the attack were captured and 

subsequently beheaded. 

After the attack, Saudi King Khalid introduced more strict Islamic law (Islamic law) and gave 

more control to Ulama and religious conservatives over the next decade, and religious 

policies changed be more optimistic (Yousaf, 2015). The Pakistan Special Service led the 

charge against the terrorists, who opened the mosque using electrical charges and flooding 

the mosque. According to Trofimov, "Yaroslav (2007) Siege of Mecca: The 1979 Revolt of 

the Supreme Temple of Islam" seeks only the assistance of French military advisors, without 

using the armies of any other nation or army (Hussein, Irfan).  
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The Unified Task Force 

The Joint Task Force is a US-led and United Nations-approved multinational force (Stewart, 

2002). From 5 December 1992 to 4 May 1993 it served in Somalia. A project of the United 

Nations (codenamed "Restoration of Hope") was accused of adopting Resolution 794 of the 

UN Security Council aimed at establishing a safe atmosphere for humanitarian operations in 

the South country. Following the killing of 24 Pakistani peacekeepers in early June, the 

Security Council revised the mandate of UNOSOM II and issued Resolution 837, ensuring 

that UNOSOM troops are expected to take "all necessary measures" to guarantee 

humanitarian assistance from the UN Charter. 

The United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire 

The United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) is a peacekeeping mission aimed at 

"promoting the completion of the January 2003 Ivorian Peace Agreement" (the conclusion of 

the Ivorian civil war) (Novosseloff, 2015). Côte d'Ivoire's two major political parties are the 

Ivorian government forces which are based in the current army (former insurgents) south of 

UNOCI control, while the north controls the "trust zone" in the central part of the country. 

The Secretary General Niger Aïchato Mindaoudou Souleymane, who replaced the Dutchman 

Bert Koenders in 2013 and replaced South Korea on June 30, 2017 Cui Yongjin. 

On April 30, 2012, the force had a total of 10,954 gendarmerie and police personnel 

including 9,404 troops, 200 military observers, 1,350 police officers, 400 international 

civilian staff, 758 local staff and 290 United Nations Volunteers. Pakistan's Major General 

Hafez Masrow Ahmed is Military commander. The commissioner of police is Major General 

Jean-Marie Briere of France. The mission comprised 17 uniformed personnel, including 7 

troops and 10 police officers, and 689 civilian staff as of March 31, 2017. 

Force commanders 

 Abdoulaye Fall (Senegal) : April 2004 - April 2006 

 Fernand Marcel Amoussou (Benin) : April 2006 - March 2010 

 Abdul Hafiz (Bangladesh) : April 2010 - March 2011 

 GnakoudèBéréna (Togo) : March 2011 - May 2012 

 Muhammad Iqbal Asi (Pakistan) : May 2012 – 19 May 2014 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdoulaye_Fall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senegal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdul_Hafiz_(Lieutenant_General)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Togo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
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 Hafiz Masroor Ahmed (Pakistan) : 19 May 2014 – 30 June 2015 

 Didier L‘Hôte (France): 1 July 2015 – 30 June 2017
[32]

 

Anti-piracy operations 

The Pakistani Navy was a major participant in the Bahrain-based 150 Joint Task Force, 

which was created to trace, inspect, board, and stop suspicious Horn of Africa terrorism-

related traffic (Ho. J, 2009). The Pakistani Admiral also commanded this task force 

consisting of Italian, French, German, Pakistani, Canadian, British and American warships. 

Several other countries have also expressed interest in joining the 150th Joint Task Force in 

some way, after announcing their approval of Pakistani orders.  

Army collaboration 

The Army Corps School has prepared as many as 30 Muslim state officers (such as 

Bangladesh, Bosnia, Maldives, Palestine, Turkey).The Pakistan Army Military Signal 

Academy trained from Burma, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bosnia, Gambia, Ghana, Indonesia, 

Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Kenya, Libya, Malaysia, Kuwait, Nepal, Nigeria, Somalia, Palestine, 

Sudan, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Tanzania, Turkmenistan, Uganda, the UAE 

and Zambia, the bulk of which are members of the Islamic Conference Organization 

(Pakistan Army 2020). 

Naval collaboration 

The Pakistan Naval Academy trained over 1,900 officials from Muslim countries such as 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Palestine, Turkmenistan, Lebanon, Iran, Ghana, 

Jordan, Kuwait, Libya and Oman. Pakistan SSGN also offered guidance to officials from 

countries such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Qatar and Iran (Pakistan Navy, 2020). Pakistan is 

believed to have earned millions of dollars in (mostly) oil resources from Saudi and Libya to 

build its atomic bomb programme.  

Kashmir issue in United Nations and Pakistan  

Jammu and Kashmir's volatile region, widely known as 'Kashmir,' covers an area of 84471 

square miles. Geographically situated in the extreme north of the Indo-Pak subcontinent, it 

hits the heights of Pamir; surrounded by India, Pakistan, Tajikistan and China (Hanif, 2014). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Operation_in_C%C3%B4te_d%27Ivoire#cite_note-32
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The problem of Kashmir started when on 26 October 1947 the Maharaja Hari Singh (last 

State Dogra ruler) signed the accession of the Jammu and Kashmir Kingdom to India. 

The roots go back to the unjustified division of the Red Cliff Boundary Commission, which 

gave India the Gurdaspur region populated by Muslims and gave it a way to enter Kashmir, 

opening the way for resistance between the two newly emerging states. In compliance with 

UN resolutions, solving the issue has always been the policy of the Pakistani government and 

successive Pakistani Governments. In fact, over the decades of the '50s and' 60s and later to 

resolve the differences over Kashmir, several rounds of bilateral discussions between India 

and Pakistan took place in 1964, 1972 and 1999, but no sober accomplishment resulted 

(Hanif, 2014). 

India's separation in 1947 led to the creation of the Indian and Pakistani states (Gilmartin, 

1998), creating various gaps and rifts that periodically influenced the relationship between 

the two developing countries. The Kashmir conflict is one of the most sensitive problems of 

the divided heritage.  It remained the sole cause of suffering and confrontation between the 

two countries and excludes the possibility of development in any one country. While both 

countries are suffering from extreme poverty, inequality and other social problems, they have 

invested significant sums of budget to modernize their military capabilities at the cost of 

social and economic growth, as both countries have reservations about changes resulting 

from zoning among themselves. This problem remains elusive as bilateral and international 

efforts have failed to reach an agreed upon solution. The trouble in Kashmir dated back to 

pre-partition era because the Dogra rule, which had become authoritarian and unjust, greatly 

disconcerted the people in that region. Muslims faced acute economic and social problems 

and treated with prejudice. While a general outrage and resentment existed over Maharaja's 

rule. However, trouble actually started after Lord Mountbatten (Krishan, 1983) declared the 

partition plan on 3 June 1947. In addition to establishing Pakistan and India, the plan 

stipulated that the 564 princely states could have the option of either accession to Pakistan or 

India given that they took into account their people's geographical contiguity and wishes.  

Kashmir has a huge Muslim population, and its geographical proximity and other political, 

religious, and ethnic links to Pakistan make it more inclined towards Pakistan. Maharaja Hari 

Singh, however, had hesitated to enter the government. Around the same time, people defied 

the tyranny of the rule of the Maharajah and set in motion a free movement that led him to 

seek support from India (Gunguly, 1999).  
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India's commitment of help depends on the entry of the Maharaja in India. As a result, the 

means of joining were guaranteed, and India sent its soldiers to Srinagar by air and began a 

brutal crackdown on the rebellion. Mountbatten accepts accession on the condition that the 

decision to join will be made open to the citizens when the rule of law and order is 

normalized. Indian soldiers started mercilessly attacking Kashmir. Around 80,000 people 

died within six months, and more than 7,000 have left their homes (Bose, 2009).  

It led the tribal people of the Northwest Frontier Province to rescue their relatives, and later 

Pakistani regularly joined them in fighting the Indian brutality, and this new nation was 

burdened by the influx of refugees. Interestingly, while India is usually hostile to UN 

resolutions, it was the first country to refer the matter to the UN Security Council and, on 1 

January 1948, it addressed the supposed occupation of Pakistan and the teaching of the 

Formal Appeal of Tribal Warriors. India has justified its action by refusing to use any force to 

protect the accession instrument; and said India has the majority support shown by Chief 

Abdullah.  

After Pakistan withdrew from Kashmir, India reiterated that a referendum would be held. 

However, Pakistan has refuted all these allegations, saying that Pakistan is an aggression 

against the people of Kashmir and that joining the union is just a farce. In a similar scam, 

Junagadh and Hyderabad were coerced into entering India. Therefore, after considering the 

two points, on January 17, 1948, the United Nations adopted its first resolution urging the 

two countries to strengthen the situation and not to take any action which could worsen the 

situation (Usmani, 2009). Since then, the United Nations has appointed the Indian and 

Pakistani Commission (UNCIP), whose mission is to investigate the matter and normalize the 

situation to ensure that the referendum determines the fate of the people. 

At the time UN arrived with its latest resolution, the crisis had escalated over Kashmir and 

both countries were on the brink of fighting. Consequently, UNCIP found it appropriate first 

to bring about a cease-fire between them that took effect on 1 January 1949. By the time of 

ceasefire India had two-thirds of the country; Whereas Pakistan reclaimed the remainder of 

which it had advanced. A UN military was also deployed by this resolution in order to 

circumvent the enforcement of the ceasefire agreement and it was repeated that the Kashmiri 

people should determine their future. But the fact is that such a referendum never took place, 

and this would require the Kashmiri people to decide their status. India has violated UN 
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resolutions flagrantly because it was scared and never wanted Kashmir to join Pakistan, and 

therefore allowed a referendum (Fortana, 2018). 

It has never recognized Pakistan as a real participant in the issue and denied its constitutional 

position in the dispute, though Pakistan has made it clear that the dispute was only after all 

the actors Pakistan, India, and the citizens of Kashmir had not been involved in the dispute. 

The lack of UN resolutions can be due to the stubbornness and stubbornness of India, and the 

non-binding nature of those resolutions. Instead, they are guidelines, and if not complied 

with, they would not be subject to any penalties. The fact that only recommendations and 

suggestions can be made by the United Nations and that it does not have the power to enforce 

its principles is sufficient to enable India to circumvent those principles and have its own 

way. Perhaps another explanation for its inflexibility was the fact that India was stronger and 

more resourceful than Pakistan.  

The large scale military power of its territories made it powerful in its mindset. On the other 

hand, since its inception Pakistan has been in a poor position, partially due to the unfair Red 

Cliff Award and retention due to the division of assets to weaken Pakistan. Ultimately, 

resolving the Kashmir dispute is important for the region's stability. Believing in the UN's 

independence and legitimacy, Pakistan has always regarded the adoption of its resolution as 

the only option to address the impasse, but its trust in it has not been repaid. The people of 

Kashmir have been robbed off the UN's right to safeguard and protect their basic human 

rights (Falk, 2000). Although it primarily involves Pakistan and India as a territorial dispute, 

it also involves the citizens themselves, whose fundamental rights should be guaranteed. If it 

can send a joint force in the Korean War to the North Korean Communist Party, why can't it 

use force or enforce sanctions to ensure its resolutions are complied with. Therefore, the 

United Nations must restore its reputation for the defense of human rights by paying due 

attention to Kashmir and granting them the right to exercise their right to freedom of 

expression and self-determination. 

ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION (OIC) AND PAKISTAN 

The Organization for Islamic Cooperation is an international organization that was founded in 

1969. It comprises 57 member states. As of 2015, it has a total population of over 1.8 billion, 

and has 53 Muslim-majority countries. The organization calls it "the Islamic world's common 

voice," and is committed to "Maintaining and defending the interests of the Islamic world in a 

way that promotes international peace and harmony"(Alfitri, December 2006). Pakistan 
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continues to enjoy an excellent position within the Islamic Cooperation Organization 

(formerly known as the Islamic Cooperation Organization).Pakistan is the only Islamic State 

to have a nuclear bomb detonated. It has the world's sixth largest permanent military 

presence, and operates in different Islamic countries. Pakistan is one of the twenty-five 

Islamic countries that participated in the first Islamic Summit held from 22 to 25 September 

1969 in Rabat. 

OIC, Kashmir and Pakistan’s efforts  

Pakistan used the Islamic Conference Organization as a forum to gain support for the 

Republic of India's Kashmir dispute. The President of the Pakistani delegation, Yahya Khan, 

strongly opposed the presence of the Indian delegation and did not allow it to participate in 

the conference (Wahab, 2011). India was a stumbling block to Muslim unity in general and 

Pakistan in particular. Some Islamic countries have a soft spot for taking part of India, but 

Pakistan speculates that this is not a good omen, and it has been proven later as well. 

Likewise, Islamic nations struggled to create large consensus between Pakistan and India. 

Around the same time, this is especially true for Arab leaders and King Faisal is in support of 

Indian Muslims in particular. Pakistan has been a passive bystander from the start, but when 

India sent Sikhs to incorporate India into the OIC, Pakistan condemned India and several 

other countries have blamed OIC Sikh members for introducing Islam to Muslims. This made 

clear that this was not the reason for the inclusion of Indian Muslims in the Rabat 

Conference.  

It is India that wants to take up a position against Pakistan in the Islamic block. Pakistan has 

opposed India's participation in the OIC because India's role in the OIC is an important part 

of India's foreign policy, creating obstacles for Pakistan (Sager, 2010). Pakistani 

policymakers boast well that they are pushing India out of the Islamic bloc, but they are not 

consistent on certain issues. For example, some Muslim-majority countries in Africa and later 

Bangladesh do not have Islamic rulers. Eventually, India was thrown out of the Islamic OIC 

alliance, and then strict requirements were placed in place for OIC membership. Fortunately, 

in due time, Pakistan succeeded. Pakistan had nodding acquaintance with Indian involvement 

but, owing to a lack of confidence and Indian conspiracy, Pakistan determined that enormous 

India would never ever grasp the nettle in the Islamic world (wahab, 2011).  

In addition to the joint discussions with the Indian government, Pakistan has also highlighted 

the relevance of this topic on international forums such as the UN and this topic is also a part 
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of almost every OIC resolution and conference. Kashmir's issue is debated intensively at 

many OIC conferences held in Pakistan, or proved to be a millstone for Kashmir's resolution 

with Pakistan's close cooperation. On the other hand, at the 4th Summit of the Organization 

of the Islamic Conference (OIC), held in Casablanca, Morocco (1984), Islamabad succeeded 

in securing the passage of a resolution condemning alleged human rights abuses by Indian 

troops in Kashmir (Tellis, 2002).  

OIC has been a forum of strong and credible political and economic support on the Kashmir 

issue for the Pakistani government. The relationship has grown in strength over a period of 

time. Without the requisite funds and assistance, the essential war can't be fought at the large 

scale. This assistance will only be needed if the international community and particularly 

Muslim world aid in this regard, gathers statistical and informative data on where the 

assistance is needed. Each move from Pakistan to address the Kashmir problem and respect 

the legal rights of Kashmir resulted in this issue going forward with a deeper understanding 

of Kashmiri's desires. The international organizations, in particular OIC, responded to this 

initiative by the Pakistani government in the form of resolutions and verbal support on the 

Kashmir issue. The OIC has been providing good and unconditional assistance to Pakistan on 

all matters of concern. The OIC has three related summits and ministerial resolutions for 

Jammu & Kashmir. These resolutions shared the solidarity of the Islamic world with 

Pakistan's government and the people of Kashmir in their struggle for the right to self-

determination, and called for a negotiated settlement of the Jammu & Kashmir dispute in 

compliance with UN Security Council resolutions. It was said at the sixth Islamic Conference 

Summit in Dakar, and a resolution on Kashmir supported by Pakistan was adopted 

unanimously in the Summit. The OIC resolutions also condemned the ongoing major human 

rights abuses and called on the Kashmiri people to respect their human rights. This resolution 

arose when Islamabad established the OIC Commission of Eminent Persons. By resolution 

adopted at the 9th Islamic Conference in Doha, (2000), Islamic leaders reportedly 

"condemned flagrant violations of human rights in Kashmir and called on member states to 

take all necessary measures to compel India to immediately stop these abuses."The resolution 

also called for "the people of Kashmir to demonstrate their inalienable right to self-

determination." Over the years, New Delhi has resisted these resolutions, which Pakistan 

(Hanif, 2011) said were mooted to. 
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OIC, Palestine and Pakistan’s Efforts  

Pakistan has provided Jordan with military campaigns to stop the Palestinian Liberation 

Organization's free movement. Yet Pakistan has been critical of the Israeli Jewish State for its 

colonization of Palestinian territory. According to the Islamic Conference Organization's 

strong position against the Zionist invasion of Palestine, Pakistan has taken a stand against 

Israel. Palestine is considered the land of holiness. This is a special country in the sense that 

on this land a great number of God's messengers have disembarked. As a Muslim country, 

Pakistan has consistently supported both the Arab and the Palestinian causes since its 

foundation (Ayoob, 2004). It has completely supported the absolute rights of the Palestinian 

people to self-determination and the creation of an independent Palestinian state which is 

their inherent right. Pakistan has told the world community once again that they all have a 

duty to resolve the Middle East conflict immediately and, in particular, the role of the Muslim 

countries in this regard is very crucial.  

To this end, Pakistan has tabled a number of resolutions in the Security Council and the 

General Assembly calling for a just and lasting peace in the Middle East, based on the 

removal of Israeli powers from the Arab territories and the restoration of the inalienable 

national rights of the Palestinian people; including the right to have a separate and 

independent state in their homeland, Palestine (Hanif, 2014). 

In March 1976, Pakistan had taken a leading role in bringing about the debate on the UN 

Security Council to recognize the situation after an Israeli court ruling upholding the right of 

Jews to pray in the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Pakistan served as committee chairman for Jerusalem in 

1979-80.  

OIC, Lahore summit and Recognition of Bangladesh 

The purpose behind the second Summit of the Islamic Conference Organization, held from 22 

to 24 February 1974 in Lahore, to give Pakistan recognition to the former East Pakistan as the 

People's Republic of Bangladesh. Pakistan did not initially invite Bangladesh into the 

Summit. Even when some members of the Islamic Conference Organization become heads of 

state in the Arab World, met in Lahore, they pressurized the then-Pakistani Prime Minister 

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto to invite Sheik Mujib ur Rehman to join. In addition to this, a delegation 

of seven members of the OIC visited Dhaka and invited Mujib to the summit. Pakistan 
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officially recognized Bangladesh as a result of the Second OIC Summit on 22 February 1974, 

while Mujib flew special aircraft from Dhaka to Lahore to participate in the summit (Devin 

T. Hagerty, 2015). Afterwards, Bhutto visited Dhaka in July 1974. On 18 January 1976 

bilateral relations were established. Pakistan posed many critical concerns at the 

Organization‘s second summit (Orakzai, 2010). Pakistan enjoys close and steady ties with 

many OIC members in the field of Military defense.  

Pakistan’s role in Mediation between Iran and Iraq through OIC 

Pakistan has made concerned attempts to bring about a negotiated settlement of the dispute 

between Iran and Iraq. President Zia ul Haq of Pakistan, as chairman of the Islamic 

Conference, immediately visited Tehran and Baghdad in September 1980, after the hostilities 

broke out. It also toyed with the idea of deploying a military contingent along the Iran-Iraq 

border, drawn from the member states. Iran, however, continued to insist the Peace 

Committee to find out the aggressor first. Iran later boycotted the OIC meeting of foreign 

ministers held in Baghdad. Afterwards, the Peace Committee became insignificant when a 

party of the conflict challenged its impartial position as a mediator (Arab News, 2019). 

In 1985, an eminent Pakistani lawyer Syed Sharif ud Din Pirzada was unanimously elected as 

Secretary General of the OIC. Previously, Mr. Pirzada had served as Law Minister under 

President Ayub Khan; he also served President Zia ul Haq as Attorney General. His utmost 

concern was to stop both the presidents from waging a catastrophic war. This was an onerous 

task as Pakistan was also the Chairman of the OIC Peace Committee and it was during his 

tenure that the organization's activities in the field of science and technology were improved 

through the secretariat of COMSTECH in Islamabad. COMSTECH is the OIC's Standing 

Ministerial Committee for Scientific and Technical Cooperation formed at the Third Islamic 

Summit in Makkah in 1981. Pakistan's President is its permanent chairman. COMSTECH's 

core mandate is to enhance cooperation in science and technology among OIC member states, 

enhance their capabilities through training in emerging areas and follow-up action on 

implementing resolutions in this region. It also drafts initiatives and recommendations to 

improve the science and technology capacity of Muslim countries (Arab News, 2019). 

The 11th Islamic Summit, held in Dakar in 2008, adopted an amended OIC charter that aimed 

at the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms as one of its many concerns. A 

panel of eminent persons, especially selected from the member countries, had drafted the 

amended charter. Pakistan actively engaged in drafting the revised Charter. Graduating from 



104 
 

the 21st century standards and informing the world that the Islamic concept of human rights 

was consistent with modern times was important for the OIC. The new Charter also expresses 

its commitment to secure the interests of non-member Muslim communities. Further focus 

was placed on women's, children's and family rights (Arab News, 2019). 

Pakistan worked as an Islamic Peace Committee (IPC) member. Pakistan was instrumental in 

creating an International Islamic Court of Justice. Pakistan's government has given full 

funding to the Islamic Fiqh Academy, appointing an imminent lawyer to sit on the academy 

council (Usman).  

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan and OIC 

Prime Minister Imran Khan emphasized Islamphobia in a Virgo speech at the OIC Summit in 

Mecca, and the need for the OIC to distinguish the West from moderate Muslims and 

extremist Muslims (Khan, 1st June 2019). He insisted that the international community must 

be convinced to respect the feelings of more than a billion Muslims. Mr. Khan also suggested 

that the Muslim world must pay more attention to science and technology, ensure high-

quality education and establish universities of international standards. OIC has been doing it. 

It passed a resolution that referred Islamphobia to the United Nations "and other international 

and regional organizations", calling on them to designate March 15 as the International Day 

against Islam phobia (Naseem, 2017). As far as the Islamic Conference Organization is 

concerned, Mr. Khan obviously still has to understand that Muslim countries with an 

economic presence are least interested in developing science and technology or in building 

centers of excellence of learning (Khan, 2019). They prefer importing the hi-tech goods they 

need from the West. Among other things, they acquire billions of dollars‘ worth of the latest 

weapons to sort out regional rivals as well as the latest riot control equipment to put down 

domestic protests launched by civil rights activists whom the rulers call terrorists. Prime 

Minister Imran Khan also highlighted the plight of Kashmir and the Palestinian people. Some 

strong members of the OIC have good relations with India. As expected, the Kashmir issue 

has been quietly moved to the Islamic Conference Organization's Kashmir Contact Group to 

avoid humiliating certain nations.  

The Islamic Conference Organization will adopt a resolution on Palestine, while relations 

between some member states and Israel are changing due to concerns about pressure from 

Arab Street and several Muslim countries including Turkey, Pakistan and Iran. The OIC has 
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shaped itself as a "collective voice of the Muslim world" to promote the spirit of international 

peace and harmony and safeguard and protect the interests of Muslim communities. In order 

to maintain its inclusiveness, any attempt to use the forum against member states should be 

strongly opposed (Khan, 2019). 

Palestine and Kashmir issues are the matter of concern for the Islamic World. Pakistan was 

instrumental in allowing the PLO to gain observer status at the UN. At a ministerial meeting 

held in Tehran in 1994, the OIC agreed to name its own Contact Group on Kashmir. Pakistan 

has always viewed the OIC as an important forum on Kashmir for political support. However, 

some frustration was felt when Indian Foreign Minister Shushma Swaraj was invited to an 

OIC ministerial meeting in March last year earlier this year as a guest of honor. Pakistan 

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has abstained from attending the meeting to 

express his disdain. Nevertheless, when India abruptly revoked Kashmir's autonomy in 

August, the OIC issued a strong condemnation through its Standing Executive Committee in 

breach of international law. The organization remains an important forum for Pakistan on the 

Kashmir cases espouse. Presently, the OIC has named a special representative on Jammu and 

Kashmir, much to the Indian leadership's disdain. For Pakistan, it's a reaffirmation that OIC 

has, in fact, gained strength in supporting the just cause of Kashmiris (Arab News, 2019). 

Pakistan has not only contributed to the adoption of important decisions by the Islamic 

Summit and the Council of Foreign Ministers, but has also taken practical steps to implement 

the commitments in the resolutions adopted by the Islamic Conference. In the political arena, 

Pakistan's diplomatic actions and initiatives on all major issues facing Islamic Ummah, such 

as the conflicts in Palestine, Jerusalem and the Middle East, Afghanistan, the Iraq-Iraq war, 

and solidarity with African countries have been severely restricted. In line with the OIC 

Summit and Council of Foreign Ministers popular position (Alfitri, 2006).  

Pakistan’s role in Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 

The Non-Aligned Movement currently has 113 participants, while the 25 leaders who took 

part in the former Yugoslavia's first summit in 1961 vary. The movement's roots can be 

traced back to the 1955 Bandung Conference consisting of Pakistan, India, and Sri Lanka, 

Myanmar and Indonesia. As Pakistan is a member of CENTO and SEATO, however, 

Pakistan did not participate in the first summit (Forum, 2005). Pakistan was a participant in 

the Non-Aligned Movement's meetings until it formally became a member at the 1979 

Havana Summit.  
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The Non-Aligned Movement developed during the post-Cold War transition into a belief that 

the fall of the Non-Aligned Pact did not eradicate poverty and oppression, nor did it resolve 

disputes in order to establish universal, just and permanent peace. Instead, it has contributed 

to a more dynamic and disturbing situation in the world. Accordingly, the Non-Aligned 

Movement focuses on further efforts to create a new system of international relations marked 

by the absence of war, terror and all manifestations of intolerance and is focused on peace, 

justice, equality, democracy and full conformity with the values embedded therein(Forum, 

2005). 

Pakistan recognizes that in the past, the Non-Aligned Movement made an important 

contribution to the cause of democracy and justice, to the war against colonialism and to 

racial discrimination. In pursuit of their shared interests, just cause and respect for Human 

rights, it represents the voice of mostly new independent developing countries. Pakistan also 

maintains that, because the two are interrelated, the Non-Aligned Movement will continue to 

foster peace and economic growth among its members. There can be no peace and security 

without the economic growth. Growth can't be done without stability, as well. Pakistan 

continues to play a significant role in the Non-Aligned Movement's analysis and is 

considered one of its key members. We have made a significant contribution to NAM's 

cohesion and solidarity, and given the movement an independent and unbiased viewpoint.  

We regularly participated in the Summit and ministerial meetings of the Non-Aligned 

Movement. The Twelfth NAM Summit was held on 2-3 September 1998 in Durban, South 

Africa (forum, 2005). The Summit concluded with the adoption of a Final Document 

detailing the viewpoint of NAM on current political, defense, economic and social issues. In 

his opening address at the XII Summit, while referring to Kashmir, then President Mandela of 

South Africa and President of NAM said, ―We all remain concerned that the Jammu and 

Kashmir issue should be resolved through peaceful talks and that we should be ready to give 

all the strength to resolve this issue "(CSS forum, 2005).  

Pakistan’s role in Shanghai Cooperation Organization  

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was founded in China in 2001. It is an 

organization of diplomacy, economics and defense, Eurasia in essence. The first six 

representatives, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, joined 

Pakistan and India and took part in the 2017 Astana Summit in Kazakhstan (Baluchi, 2018). 

The SCO also has four observer nations, including Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia, 

and six dialog partners, including Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
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Turkey. The SCO holds an annual meeting chaired annually by one of its members. The 

annual meeting will take place this year in Qingdao, China. The Government of Pakistan 

respects the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and is committed to constructive 

participation. The SCO wishes very much for Pakistan to become a full member. Without the 

involvement of Pakistan, this Eurasian organization will never be able to attain its goals of 

stability and connectivity. Pakistan believes in regional cooperation and strongly promotes 

peace, stability and prosperity in the region (Baloch, 2018). The world has recognized 

Pakistan's involvement in Afghanistan. It actively participates with Iran and Turkey in the 

regional cooperation and development. It praises the role of Pakistan in Islamic cooperation. 

It is also a significant contributor to the Association for Regional Cooperation in South Asia. 

Pakistan stood with the victims, and denounced the attackers. It has taken whatever steps it 

can to normalize relations with India. Pakistan is a major contributor to the peacekeeping 

force of the United Nations, and its performance is commended around the world.  

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the China Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

is a new connection of Pakistan in foreign participation (Mustafa, 2017). When Pakistan 

became a member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization on June 9, 2017, Islamabad 

described it as a regional solution to improve the Afghan problem by promoting trade 

promotion in the port of Gwadar, resolving its worsening energy crisis, and improving its 

relations with regional countries Opportunities and learn from and contribute to the SCO's 

regional anti-terrorism structure. The Organization for Shanghai Cooperation has been a 

major player in regional and global matters. Several Western scholars, and especially US 

scholars, view the SCO as a threat to U.S. interests. Some characterized it as the start of a 

new organization that resembles the Warsaw Pact (or an "Eastern NATO"). The SCO 

originated from the Shanghai Five, established in 1996 with the founding members of China, 

Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan. In 2001, the Shangai Five was expanded and 

renamed SCO with the addition of Uzbekistan.  

As observers Pakistan, India, Iran and Mongolia joined in 2005. China and Russia have 

consistently confirmed in the past that while Pakistan and India are actively pursuing SCO 

members, the organization will not be recruiting new members. Nevertheless, in recent years, 

the mentality has shifted. Moscow supports New Delhi joining the party, while Beijing 

(arguably a major Shanghai Cooperation Organization participant) supports Islamabad's bid. 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization reached out and revealed its intention to join 

Pakistan and India as observers in the 2015 summit in Ufa, Russia. India and Pakistan signed 
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a Bond Memorandum in 2016. President Nur sultan Nazar bayev officially invited Pakistan 

and India as SCO members during the 17th SCO summit in Kazakhstan's capital Astana. This 

development in the history of the SCO poses many important questions including how it 

would impact the capacity of the SCO to act as a national alliance; to what extent the 

participation of new members suggests a power struggle between Moscow and Beijing; to 

what extent this conflict is deeply entrenched and will affect the SCO. And from the point of 

view of Islamabad, the key question is; what the SCO can do and what it can achieve from its 

membership of the organization (Small, 2015). 

Implications 

Islamabad faces several of challenges at regional and international level, and its membership 

of the SCO will help to resolve these challenges. Recently, relations between Islamabad and 

Moscow have been strengthened. Throughout the meeting on the sidelines of the SCO 

conference between Prime Minister Abbasi and Russian Prime Minister Medvedev, both 

expressed satisfaction with the development of bilateral relations including in defense 

cooperation (Khan, 2013).  

Other cases include Russia's recent support for Islamabad's position on membership of the 

Nuclear Suppliers Alliance and terrorist sanctuaries on the Afghan side of the Durand Border. 

The SCO membership of Islamabad would provide an opportunity to extend this bilateral 

relationship through the SCO forum, especially in the defence sector. Islamabad, Moscow, 

Tehran and Beijing are all seriously concerned over the emergence of the terrorist 

organization known as the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and the future of 

Afghanistan (Khan, 2013). 

Both problems are hindering the sustainable development of the city. Since all SCO member 

states are involved in Afghanistan and support various groups in the region, the SCO forum 

must be used to establish joint strategies to tackle the threat of Afghanistan and ISIS. China is 

a key member of the SCO, and the relationship between India and China is characterized by 

strategic rivalry and security issues. In the wake of the Dokram crisis, another military clash 

between the two cannot be fully ruled out. It is well known that China is reluctant to offer 

membership to the Shanghai-India Cooperation Organization. India is highly critical of 

China's Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and China's 'Belt and Road' project (Mustafa, 

2017). While India may use the SCO to express its concerns over Islamabad's alleged support 

for terrorism in India, China has so far supported Pakistan on this issue, including through its 
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recent veto to a UN resolution designating Masood Azhar of Jaish-e-Muhammad a wanted 

terrorist. China will unlikely act otherwise in the SCO. India must also be careful in using the 

SCO to highlight the Kashmir issue, as China might respond to the Tibet issue and the Dalai 

Lama's shelter by India. For these reasons, SCO membership in India won't increase their 

ability to bring pressure on Pakistan (Blank, 2002).  

Pakistan’s role in Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional intergovernmental body made up of 

ten Southeast Asian countries. It aims to foster intergovernmental cooperation and to promote 

economic, political, security, military, educational and socio-cultural integration among its 

members and other Asian nations. 

ASEAN also maintains frequent interaction with other countries in the Asia-Pacific region 

and beyond. ASEAN is the main member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. It 

maintains a global network of alliances and dialog partners, regarded by many as a source of 

global influence. Partnerships between the Asia-Pacific Cooperation Center and excellent and 

prominent organizations (Arshad, 2016). This covers various foreign affairs and has 

diplomatic missions worldwide.  

ASEAN Secretariat is headquartered in Jakarta, Indonesia. ASEAN was followed by an 

organization established on 31 July 1961 called the Association of South East Asia (ASA), a 

society made up of Thailand, the Philippines and the Federation of Malaysia. ASEAN itself 

was established on 8 August 1967, when the ASEAN Declaration was signed by foreign 

ministers from five countries: Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.  

As set out in the Declaration, the goals and objectives of ASEAN are to accelerate economic 

growth, social progress and cultural development in the region, to foster regional peace, 

cooperation and mutual assistance in matters of common interest, and to provide assistance to 

each other in the form of training and research facilities, To work together to enhance the use 

of agriculture and industry to increase people's living standards, to encourage Southeast 

Asian studies and to establish strong and effective collaboration with established international 

organizations with common goals and objectives (ASEAN) (Arshad, 2016). Pakistan has also 

sought to strengthen relations with ASEAN by calling on Muslim sentiments in the region. 

This is consistent with the strong Islamic ideology in Pakistan's foreign policy, which has 

supported Muslim causes around the world, such as an independent Palestinian state 

(Muzaffar, Yaseen et al.). Malaysia has initiated the ASEAN initiative to include Pakistan in 
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the ASEAN Regional Forum and has been endorsed by other Muslim members Indonesia and 

Brunei and other ASEAN members. Among the Indochina members of ASEAN, Cambodia, 

Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam (CMLV), Laos has strongly supported Pakistan's entry into the 

ARF. For Muslim countries, that are also members of the Islamic Conference Organization 

and ASEAN, President Musharraf claimed Pakistan's ' enlightened temperance ' at the 10th 

Islamic Conference Organization Summit, held in Putrajaya, Malaysia from 16 to 18 October 

2003 definition Their strong appeal in the war on terrorism.  

The concept of enlightened moderation has two facets: first, the Islamic world must adopt a 

process of development and second, the West has to come forward to assist in the resolution 

of political conflicts involving Muslims and assist Islamic countries in socio-economic 

development. While in past India had objected to Pakistan‘s entry into ARF, it went with the 

consensus decision to admit Pakistan as the 24
th

 ARF member on 2 July 2004 at an ARF 

Ministerial Meeting in Jakarta.  

The increasingly close bilateral relations between Pakistan and ASEAN countries such as 

Singapore and Malaysia, as well as the overall policy of dealing with the region, are 

necessary not only for economic expansion but also to provide ASEAN member countries 

with a balanced perspective on South Asia. Through the Islamic Conference Organization, 

Pakistan is supported by Islamic relations with Brunei, Malaysia and Indonesia. However, the 

Islamic card of Pakistan may also be useful in ties with Muslim minority multi-religious 

countries such as Singapore, Thailand, and the CMLV countries (Yahya, 2004).  

This is due to Pakistan's modest Islam brand offers another option for extremism in some 

other Muslim countries. In June 2004, GhokChok Tong pointed out that it is important for 

young Muslims to learn the right Islamic values and visit the International Islamic University 

in Islamabad, and compare their courses with other Islamic universities such as Al Azharin 

Cairo (Yahya, 2004). 

Pakistan’s role in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)  

The word SAARC stands for "Regional Cooperation Association of South Asia" SAARC 

membership increased at the 13th SAARC Summit held from 12 to 13 November 2005, due 

to its presence in Afghanistan. Establishing SAARC is intended to bring together South Asian 

countries as a shared forum for regional cooperation. Within SAARC all decisions are based 

on consensus. Bangladesh's President Zia-ur-Rehman has done his best to develop SAARC 
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because he believes South Asian countries have common values (Yousaf, Ahmad, etc.) 

embedded in their social, economic, and historical traditions. He visited Nepal, Pakistan, 

India and Srilanka from 1997 to 1980, during which he explored the possibility of developing 

a regional structure for South Asia. He sent a letter to Nepal, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 

Pakistan and Srilanka resulting in all of the country's member states taking part in the first 

SAARC summit in Dhaka in December 1985 and adopting the charter. SAARC's key goals 

include fostering economic growth, social change and Cultural development and improving 

the lives of South Asian people. Pakistan made a suggestion during the first summit meeting 

that the related activities of women's participation in SAARC should also be increased.  

The other members liked and accepted the idea, agreeing that the gains and successes are 

directly or indirectly connected with women, as society depends on women's involvement 

and stability. The Dominant Indian's presence is a big obstacle to make SAARC a successful 

platform. India's immense scale, population and military strength have created regional 

imbalances. This inherent disparity is the source of mistrust and distrust. Pakistan is the 

country with the largest area and population, after India. Like other SAARC members, 

Pakistan is also concerned about Indian hegemony, but besides having a strong effect on 

neighboring Countries, Countries have also endeavored to help the Maldives, Bhutan, 

Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka stabilize and enhance their goodwill towards them (Yousaf, 

Ahmad et al.). There are several reasons that have compelled Pakistan to join SAARC in 

view of Danyal Zafar (an assistant director of the SAARC Division at the foreign office of 

Pakistan) Pakistan's financial, historical, and strategic relationships at the regional level have 

seriously affected its attitude towards SAARC. Then, the war between Pakistan and India has 

further shown that Pakistan is vulnerable and that the nuclear hegemony has added a new 

dimension.  

Last but not the least, the Kashmir conflict also moved Pakistan forward and pressurized it to 

demonstrate its commitment and capabilities to SAARC activities. Yet there are two other 

major reasons due to which Pakistan is required to engage in SAARC activities. First 

SAARC's agency is an intergovernmental organization which has stimulated the national 

interests of Pakistan and has no political or security activities which could adversely affect 

the national security issues of Pakistan.  

Secondly, the SAARC nations agreed to cooperate in the fight against terrorism and the 

growth of intra-State trade, all of which strengthened the organization and Pakistan's 
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commitment to it. Following Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, Pakistan's security relations 

with the United States of America had a major effect on its decision to join SAARC. (Zafar, 

D. 2020, December 22, Personal Correspondence). One of the main achievements of SAARC 

is that it has taken India and Pakistan closer to the issue of Kashmir. The leaders of the two 

countries, Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pakistani President Pervaz 

Musharraf met for the first time at the SAARC Summit in Islamabad in January 2004. They 

also released a joint statement in which they agreed to resume state-level talks in Kashmir, 

and at the same meeting both parties signed the SAARC Social Charter to address issues such 

as population stability, the growth of human capital and women's empowerment, youth 

mobilization, Promoting health and education, and protecting children are all important 

concerns for the well-being of the people of South Asia (Yousaf, Ahmad et al). SAARC has 

also endeavored in many ways to develop people to reach people in South Asia. Owing to 

lack of funds and services in the last SAARC research has suffered. SAARC does not have its 

own financial capital, it relies entirely on the member states ' contributions and those who are 

not involved in making SAARC more affective.  
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CHAPTER- 5 

THE FOREIGN POLICY OF PAKISTAN: SPLIT IN THE MUSLIM WORLD AND 

ITS IMPACTS ON PAKISTAN 

In this chapter, we analyze the foreign policy priorities of Pakistan, the different stages of 

conflict in the Muslim world (Saudi-Iran), and its effects on Pakistan. A state Foreign policy 

is one of the axes on which the international political system works. That is a part of national 

politics. This contains national interests that should be supported in partnerships with other 

nations. All countries assess the foreign policy cycle according to their own characteristics 

and the facts of the international environment (Modelski, 1962).  

Foreign policy directs a country towards addressing its national interests and making 

friendship with the motherland legitimate. It should be noted, therefore, that as long as 

independent states play a role in the international community, foreign policy will take effect 

(Modelski, 1962). The term "foreign policy" has many characteristics. One problem relates to 

the various foreign policy meanings provided by various researchers. The researchers have 

different foreign policy concepts. On the other side, they strongly assume this is linked to the 

mindset of one country towards another. Others are set out below.  

Foreign policy is, according to George Modelski, a program of activities established by the 

communities to alter the actions of other countries and adapt their activities to the 

international environment (Modelski, 1962). In Joseph Frankel words "foreign policy consists 

of decision-making and action and to some extent involves relations between one country and 

other countries" (As, 2018).  

Pakistan’s Foreign Policy under Saudi-Iran Factor 

In February 1948, the nation's leader, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, set out 

Pakistan's foreign policy agenda which states that― Our foreign policy is one of friendliness 

and goodwill towards all the nations of the world. We do not cherish aggressive designs 

against any country or nation. We believe in the principal of honesty and fair play in national 

and international dealings and are prepared to make our utmost contribution to the promotion 

of peace and prosperity among the nations of the world. Pakistan will never be found lacking 

in extending its material and moral support to the oppressed and suppressed peoples of the 

world and in upholding the principles of the United Nations charter‖ (Afzal, 1966). 
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Saudi Arabia and Iran are two of the major and most powerful political powers to have 

played a vital role in regional theater's historic development. Iran is proud not only of being 

one of the world's oldest and greatest Persian empires, but also of the failure to colonize Iran 

by Western powers (Sadjad pour, 2011, p. 34). By comparison, the Saudi dynasty (Saudi 

Arabia's ruling dynasty) was established in 1928 (There are currently more than 1 billion 

Muslims around the world) who are the custodians of the holiest cities of Mecca and Medina. 

Iraq separates the two Middle East countries in the west, and the Persian Gulf in the east. 

Saudi Arabia is generally named as Arab and Persia Iran, which proudly reflects its special 

ethnic identity. The two countries established diplomatic relations in 1932, But overall the 

bilateral relations between the two countries have been awkward, particularly after the 

Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979. The geostrategic position of the two countries on the 

same important watercourse, the eager desire for the Muslim world, the conflict of 

interpretations of Islam, and the design of regional hegemony have led to conflicts of interest 

between these two oil-rich countries in controlling oil. . The country's export policies and 

Saudi Arabia's ratification of the US presence in the Middle East have exacerbated 

geopolitical unease. Authority and power in the area are both considered as zero-sum games 

(Muasher & Sadjad pour, 2011). Although the exact number of Shiites is not yet known, 

estimates indicate that of the 1.6 billion Muslims in the world, approximately 200 million are 

Shiites (12-16%).  

Iran knows the population's facts and figures and is not interested in describing its national 

priorities and appetite within a sectarian context. Iran waves pan-Islamic flags, not "Shia 

flags" (Muasher & Sadjad pour, September 2011). Concourses are also attended by 

representatives from both sides. The dispute stretches through the entire Muslim world from 

Lebanon to Pakistan. Since the Second World War, this relationship declined and fell to its 

lowest point after the Iranian Islamic Revolution of 1979 (Chubin, 2012).The rift between 

two great Islam‘s is like a tectonic fault line" according to Valley (2014).Similar conflicting 

principles split the Middle East, and split the Islamic world by faction into two sections.  

Even with this unprecedented disagreement, some of Tehran's and Riyadh's mutual friends 

are in a very complicated situation, because anyone's friendly attitude towards others will be 

doubted by others, and Pakistan is captured. The division between the military and civil 

policy makers in Pakistan has taken direct steps against current and former global powers 

such as the Soviet Union, the US and China. Yet this is probably the best proof of Pakistan's 

historic balancing act between Iran and Saudi Arabia. In other words, foreign policymakers in 
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Pakistan have taken a balanced stance between the geographical order that attracts them to 

neighboring Iran and the appeal in relations with Saudi Arabia. According to Lord Parmesan: 

―In the International Relations, There is no any permanent friend and enemy but the 

preference is given only to the national interest any state form its foreign policy on the base 

of National Security and Interest‖. The following are the main objectives and determinants of 

the Pakistan‘s foreign policy (Karsh, 2004). 

National Security   

National security and freedom, is the main objective and concern of the foreign policy of 

Pakistan. Pakistan is a new nation and this must be planted safely. As a result, Pakistan has a 

national-security focused foreign policy. It attaches great importance to national security and 

has established diplomatic relationships with other countries. Pakistan values other countries ' 

territorial dignity and political freedom, and hopes that others will do so (Yousaf and 

Tabassum, 2003). The first goal for Pakistan from the outset is to ensure its security from 

India (Mehmood, 1987). 

Pakistan needs to spend more on defensive strategy than any other country. Pakistan's support 

of India has been a big concern. Since Pakistan established, India has adopted a hostile policy 

toward Pakistan, and has begun to occupy the vassal states one by one. As a result, this trend 

has increased Pakistan‘s worry that India will use its weaknesses. India's radical designs in 

Kashmir, Hyderabad and Junagadh pose a security threat to the newly independent state. 

Pakistan must find friends to strengthen its defensive strategy and economic strength and 

increase diplomatic pressure. Pakistani leaders value U.S. military and economic assistance to 

resolve Pakistani security issues (Salahuddin, 2005). The focus of Pakistan's foreign policy is 

on peace and security, while the United States is considered the most desirable and favorite 

country to accomplish that mission. The United States has also told to its allies to oppose the 

Soviet Union in the region. Thus, the Indian factor was the main determinant in building ties 

between Pakistan and the US (Pasha, 1990). 

Financial Factor   

Since its inception, Pakistan has been vulnerable in both financial and economical situations. 

The Parliament of India considers Pakistan as their enemy and do not want to cooperate any 

kind of relations with their neighbors. That‘s why trading and other types of cooperation 

between India and Pakistan are nearly not existed. The government of India has always tried 

to suppress any kind of development operations in Pakistan through petty measures such as 
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blocking the defense supply stores, blocking the canal water and not paying the decided 

amount to Pakistan. The cunning minds of the Hindu Leaders always thought that if they 

keep bothering Pakistan in different ways and stop them from developing, than very soon the 

country will collapse and will be merged again with India (Ahmad, 1989). It is a necessity for 

Pakistan to have a good relations with developing countries which can benefit them (Yousaf, 

& Tabassum, 2003).   

Ideological Factor   

The ideology of Pakistan is based on the Islamic Religion. The Islamic values are respected 

and reflected in the foreign policy of Pakistan. The survival of the Pakistani people is only 

possible if they remain true towards their ideology and identity. For such purposes, the 

Pakistani government should always prioritize their Muslims brothers in their foreign policy 

and should always have good relations with other Muslim countries. The development of 

compassionate relations with other Muslim Countries has always been Pakistan‘s top priority 

(Kundi, October 22, 2003). After the Independence of Pakistan, it was strongly believed by 

Quaid-e-Azam and Liaquat Ali Khan that they must support fellow Muslim countries in their 

affairs (Mehmood, 1992). It is firmly believed by the Pakistani government that they should 

closely consider Islamic values and teachings while formulating the foreign policy. This all 

talk of Islamic values does not mean that Pakistan cannot have friendly relations with Non-

Muslim countries. Resultantly, Pakistan shares strong bonds with USA and China.  

Historical and Psychological Factor   

Historical and psychological factors have influenced Pakistani foreign policy. Pakistan has 

had horrific experiences in the entire history of the subcontinent. Hindus do much to curb and 

split Muslims ' political, economic, social, and religious rights; paving the way for the need to 

divide separate homes for the Indian Muslims subcontinent. Pakistan's historical India 

relations attest to the fact that India has not matched Pakistan's sovereignty (Salahuddin, 

2005). According to Nehru, the issue of India-Pakistan relations is an emotional factor and 

therefore complicated to deal with. Thus the subcontinent is divided into India and Pakistan 

(Burke, 1973). Since its Establishment Pakistan has faced the violent design of India. 

Pakistan had to formulate its foreign policy because of India's opposition to establish ties 

with different countries, particularly with big powers.  

Every country must formulate an external policy based on its own ideology, history, politics, 

and geographical environment, based on the goal or purpose, and the ultimate goal and the 
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goal that the country wants to achieve, but only with some basic methods or means aims 

called the principle. For state policy enforcers, principles can be used as a guide line to reach 

destinations (Salahuddin, 2005). 

The guiding principles of foreign policy for Pakistan are as follows:  

Unity of Islamic World   

The country of Pakistan always follows its beliefs and ideologies. The country has always 

prioritized the aspects of its foreign policy which allows them to have friendly relations with 

Muslim countries. The importance of Islamic Unity has been stressed by Pakistan on 

numerous occasions. Pakistan prioritizes friendly bilateral relations with other Muslims 

countries. Pakistan plays a vital role whenever a dispute occurs in the Islamic world. 

Significant role has also been played by Pakistan in the Afghanistan and Palestine Liberation. 

Pakistan joined OIC in 1976 and quickly became one of its important and active members 

(Yousaf & Tabassum, 2003). The foreign Policy of Pakistan has always pushed the country to 

gather other Islamic states and form a strong Muslim countries organizations, Butall these 

efforts made by Pakistan have never been given due attention or supported by other Muslim 

counties as they were engaged with their own internal and external challenges. Quaid-e-

Azam always believed and stressed that the only way for the prosperity of the Muslim 

countries is cooperating and working together (Jalalzai, 2004). Pakistan has also pushed other 

Muslim leaders to discuss and debate on political and financial relations between Muslim 

countries; which affected Muslim countries heavily and allowed them to have friendly 

relations and agreements between Muslim countries 1950-51 (Jalalzai, 2004). Due the fact 

that Pakistan is self-sufficient and independent, it allows itself to have close ties with other 

Muslim countries including Afghanistan and has a shifting relation with other Muslim 

countries. 

Friendly relations with Neighbors   

No country can change its neighbors. In 1971, Pakistan was in a complicated geographical 

situation due to East Pakistan being 1000 miles away from West Pakistan. All the 3 sides of 

East Pakistan were surrounded by Indian Territory while the 4
th

 side was adjacent to sea. 

Indian management of that is not difficult. This geographical feature put heavy defensive 

pressure on Pakistan (Mehmood, 2000). The Western Pakistan (Current Pakistan) is also 

surrounded by 3 big major powers of the world which includes Russia, India and China. Due 

to Pakistan being surrounding by these major countries, it always have to remain alarmed.  
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There is no doubt that this geographical location can be seen as a source of material 

weaknesses. Nevertheless, it can also become a source of strength by maintaining natural and 

mutually appropriate ties with those neighboring countries (Khan, 1967). Pakistan follows the 

idea that friendly and cordial relations between neighboring countries are always important 

for the region's stability and prosperity. But unfortunately, Pakistan's friendship with its two 

major neighbors India and Soviet Union has always been hostile towards Pakistan, and the 

good-neighborly relations between the Soviet Union and Pakistan have undergone many ups 

and downs (Iqbal, 2004). Given all the difficulties, Pakistan has managed to follow a policy 

of establishing friendly relations with all its neighbors, including India, and has proposed 

resolving all problems, including Kashmir (Amer, 2009). Therefore, Pakistan calls on India to 

hold dialogue anywhere, at any point, and at any time. Pakistan's accession to SEATO and 

CENTO has led to more strained ties with the Soviet Union, but Pakistan has never engaged 

in any arrangement for the Soviet Union, and Pakistan's accession to the treaty is for security 

reasons alone. Since then, Pakistan has acknowledged the idea of normalizing relations with 

China and the Soviet Union (Khan, 1967). 

Establishment of Peace   

Pakistan needs to bring about stability all over the world. Pakistan also condemns the 

intention to conquer the oppressed nations and helps the strong nations in their stability. 

Pakistan has repeatedly invited India to the peace talks in South Asia, but has denied doing 

anything. Pakistan has followed the fundamental principles of international law since 

independence and made particular note of regard for democracy, non-aggression and non-

interference in foreign affairs. This is a condition for maintaining stability and prosperity.  

Pakistan has expressed itself honestly to all the nations. The world and support for the 

people's legitimate cause have a brotherly bond with the Muslim nations, a desire for peace, 

and particularly for neighbors and all nations (Cohen, 2013).  

Support to Right of Self-Determination  

Pakistan supports the right of all oppressed countries to self-determination. Pakistan believes 

that the right to self-determination must be in every region. Therefore, Pakistan supports the 

call for colonialism to be abolished and all attempts to exercise any right to self-

determination in Europe, Africa and Asia. Pakistan played a very active role for the 

independence of Kashmir, Palestine, Bosnia, Namibia and Vietnam (Afzal, 1976). Pakistan's 

pacific coexistence believes in peaceful coexistence, value other countries ' rights and 
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autonomy and hopes other countries will do the same. Pakistan has always shown little 

interest in others ' internal affairs, and is opposed to all imperialism and violence. Pakistan 

has sustained its independence, in keeping with this sacred principle. It is due to this strategy 

that Pakistan whishes to develop normal relations with India, but that wish was unfortunately 

not fulfilled.  

Cooperation with the UNO   

Cooperation with UNO is the most critical feature of Pakistan's foreign policy guidelines and 

has always complied with its charter. Therefore, even under the guiding principles of the 

United Nations Office, Pakistan adheres to every United Nations decision and has provided 

military assistance without hesitation. After becoming a member of the United Nations on 

September 30th, 1947, Pakistan has shown a sense of responsibility for the United Nations 

Charter, particularly in the war to create world peace. However, Pakistan has played an 

important role in numerous UN agencies. She insisted on her decision because Pakistan has 

always shown respect for the ceasefire decision with India in the Kashmir war, and Pakistan 

is confident of her cooperation with the United Nations. Nevertheless, even today, under the 

United Nations, the Pakistani Armed Forces and other authorities represent the nations that 

have helped Pakistan to develop itself internationally (Bindra, 1988).  

Independent and Neutral Policy   

Pakistan has pursued an independent and impartial policy since its formation in 1947, and has 

embraced the concept of non-alignment as a friendship for all and a friendly relationship for 

everyone. For the first few years after Pakistan's establishment, it had been struggling to 

maintain independence and neutrality during the Cold War, without reaching an agreement 

with any group led by the United States or the Soviet Union. At first, Pakistani leaders 

wanted to maintain their position. Even after Pakistan became a sovereign state three days 

later, Pakistani premier Liaquat Ali Khan has maintained his role in the worldwide begging 

dispute.  

Few months later, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah the then Governor General of the 

State, stated that qualities such as tolerance and goodwill for other countries can be found in 

our foreign policy (Afzal, 1976). The summary of Pakistan‘s foreign policy can be described 

in such a way that Pakistan has always adopted a suitable foreign policy which respects the 

borders of the neighboring countries, self-determination and other countries jurisdiction. 
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Pakistan is ready to negotiate with all the countries around the world to have positive bilateral 

relations with them (Bhutto, 1976).  

Creating the Foreign Policy 

Politicians and the decision-makers, play a crucial role in influencing foreign policy. 

Policymakers describe conditions not only on international terms, but also in a way that 

bureaucracy operates. They obtain input from multiple government sectors, and what they 

believe to be choices are usually the ones drawn up and questioned by juniors in specific 

sectors of government (Holsti, 1978). 

Factors make up foreign policy are as follows:  

Administrative Troika   

The state of Pakistan is administered by 3 executive personnel including Prime Minister, the 

President and the Army Chief. The combination of these 3 individuals is called the 

Administrative Troika. The role played by these 3 is extremely important while formulating a 

policy for the country. The Troika can discard or approve the foreign policy of Pakistan and 

can make alterations to it (Dawn, 2016). There are multiple factors that play an important part 

while the foreign policy of Pakistan is being formulated. In the beginning, the foreign policy 

of Pakistan was prepared by Quaid-e-Azam and Liaquat Ali Khan. They did an exceptional 

job at carefully formulating the foreign policy. Their hard work and dedication while 

formulating the foreign policy of Pakistan is reflected in positive relations with other 

countries that Pakistan was able to have.  

They assume that the U.S. is an important country that can help Pakistan regarding economy 

and security problems. The declaration by the Prime Minister has been considered a decision 

by the government. Often, they lead international relations and establish partnerships with the 

rest of the world. He represented the country at international level. His attitudes and thoughts 

influence profoundly the foreign policy of the nation (Salahuddin, 2005). A Prime Minister 

and his team personal, including the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassadors and officials 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has the right to provide directives and guidance to other 

interested parties. International decision-making process is often based on authority. Priorities 

and policy are also important to decision-makers in senior management. The decision maker's 

personality determines foreign policy, without affecting the decision maker's theoretical 

position.  
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It can all be explained through this statement that the Head of the State, Government Head 

and the Foreign Minister have a huge influence on the actions of their government‘s foreign 

policy. If we take the above statement into account we can say that from 1947 till 1942, the 

decision makers of Pakistan largely influenced the foreign policy. All the leaders such as 

Quaid-e-Azam, Ali Bugra or Z.A Bhutto played a vital part in the formation of the country‘s 

foreign policy during their time (Karboo, 1997). Right after independence, the country fell 

into safe hand of Quaid-e-Azam and Liaquat Ali Khan and they manage to bring the country 

on its feet very quickly through their honesty and hard work (1947-51). Pakistan wants to 

secure its border from the day 1 because of the threat posed by the Indian army. 

Consequently, the armed forces of Pakistan also play a vital role and have their say when the 

country‘s foreign policy and security policies are being formulated (Ahmar,). In the 1950‘s, 

Gen Ayub Khan played a key role in US Defense agreements.  

Since January 1951, Pakistan and the USA have not agreed to sign on a military accord 

(Zaidi, 2014). Similarly, since 1979, after the Afghanistan invasion, Gen Perveiz Musharraf 

launched a coup and became the president of Pakistan and formulated the foreign policy of 

the country. Gen Raheel Sharif also assisted the government in policy making, with particular 

reference to terrorism.  

The Director-General of the Armed Forces Qamar Javaid Bajwa currently plays an important 

role in this regard, owing to his recent stance towards the United States, President Donald 

Trump from the viewpoint of the Afghanistan crisis and terrorism. He said Pakistan is 

fighting terrorism for itself, not for American money and equipment. It trusts, understands 

and acknowledges Pakistan's contribution, rather than seeking any material and financial 

assistance from the United States (Ansar, 2019). 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs   

The foreign ministry can play a very important role in formulating foreign policy. It 

comprises of government leaders and foreign-policy specialists. They devise foreign-policy 

strategies, plans, and programmers and collaborate entirely with Troika in preparation. The 

troika was replaced by the "National Security Council," under the latest constitutional 

amendment (Joseph, 1968). At Pakistan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Muhammad Ali 

Bogra's representatives, Mr. Zulfqar Ali Bhutto and Agha Shahi discuss diplomatic relations 

with Pakistan played an important role (Salahuddin, 2005). 
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Intelligence Agencies   

Pakistani intelligence agencies also play a very effective role in formulating foreign policy by 

collecting comprehensive information on the foreign-policy goals of other countries. Pakistan 

has foreign policy in the context of those frameworks (Holsti,). 

Political Parties and Pressure Groups 

Political parties and pressure groups have a profound influence on the formulation of foreign 

policy. Political parties have given foreign policy a priority in their statements. Once, the 

election is successful, they forced the government to change the focus of its foreign policy 

based on changes in its views and circumstances. Similarly, outside government may be 

affected by interest groups (Sampson 1962). In shaping public opinion, political parties and 

advocacy groups play a significant role in communicating the will of the people (Haq, 1955). 

The diplomatic decision-making process should choose their path in this way. Given the 

fundamental interests of Pakistan for security purposes, a decision to join the Western 

Defense Agreement with Pakistan is considered. However, it is not only led by left-wing 

politicians, but it also receives public support from people with moderate opinions at home 

and abroad. In July 1956, Egypt nationalized the Suez Canal. The West, particularly for 

economic reasons, has concern for this decision, but Egypt was strongly favored by Pakistan's 

public opinion. On the other hand, the official policies of Pakistan are in western interest 

(Salahuddin, 2005). The diplomatic decision- should choose their path in this way.  

Role of Parliament   

The Foreign Ministry generally formulates foreign policy in compliance with the 

administrative instructions and submits it for approval to the Parliament. Upon debate and 

review, Parliament accepts the resolution or tables the amendments to the resolution 

(Sampson, 1962). Members of Parliament are finance ministers or opposition and can express 

appreciation or criticism of the government's foreign policy. They can raise questions 

concerning the implementation of the foreign policy of the country and the results of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

The era of friendship with all (1947-53) 

After independence, Pakistan established friendly ties with newly founded Muslim countries, 

and sponsored free movements to Western colonial countries by Indonesia, Algeria, Tunisia, 

Morocco and Eritrea. Despite Jinnah‘s proposal for peace, India continues to pursue an 
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expansionist stance towards Pakistan, annexing Jonagaradh, Hyderabad, Jammu and the 

Kashmir monarchy, which contributed to the outbreak of the 1947 war on Kashmir. 

Therefore, the rejection of the Durand Line by New Delhi in Afghanistan is a permanent 

boundary between Pakistan and Afghanistan (Taylor, 2004). 

Alignment with the West (1953-1963) 

Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan declined Moscow's invitation because of threats from India 

and the shadow of Asian imperialism, and preferred to visit the United States (1950). Since 

the Soviet Union did not have enough monetary resources and sophisticated arms after the 

deadly World War II to assist Pakistan's developing economy and ensure its stability from the 

threat posed by India (zaman, 2014). 

The visit of Prime Minister Khan finally revealed Pakistan's preference for Western countries 

controlled by the US, which prompted the Soviet Union to partner with India in this part of 

the world. The North American Alliance contributed to the 1954 Common Weapons 

Assistance Deal. Under the deal, the United States arranged for the Pakistani Armed Forces 

to be provided with advanced war training. Such successful training would help to improve 

the military capabilities Pakistan has against India. In 1954 and 1955, respectively, SEATO 

and CENTO signed on to further strengthen North American relations. The United States is 

hoping through these regional blocs to curb the spread of communism in South, West and 

East Asia. Washington awarded Pakistan's economic and military service to the Soviet Union 

(SUNAWAR, 2015). Though President Ayub Khan allowed the United States to monitor the 

Soviet Union from Pakistani territory, Washington avoided providing economic and military 

assistance to Islamabad during the war between India and Pakistan in 1965. To make matters 

worse, the U.S. has imposed a military and economic embargo on Pakistan following the war.  

The era of transition (1963-72) 

When the United States supported the India military during 1962 Sino-Indian War, Pakistan 

was forced to change its stance against the West, and the Soviet Union attempted retaliation 

by shooting down a U-2 American reconnaissance aircraft and fall behind Badabar from 

Peshawar. In 1961, amid increasing hostility, Moscow provided the oil exploration credit and 

technical assistance in Pakistan. When Foreign Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and President 

Ayub Khan then visited Moscow in January 1965 and April 1965, new forms of cooperation 

were explored. Ayub's visit has convinced the Soviet Union to help Pakistan undertake 33rd 

Five-Year development projects (1965-70). Moscow adopted a cautious stance on the issue of 
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Kashmir and demonstrated neutrality during the 1965 war between India and Pakistan. Soviet 

Prime Minister Alexi Kosygin, through the Tashkent Declaration signed in January 1966, 

helped India and Pakistan to resolve the problems generated by the 1965 war (Shah & 

Parveen, 2016).During the said time, Pakistan's relations with China rapidly improved. In 

1963, the two countries signed numerous trade, transport, and border demarcation agreements 

to extend their bilateral ties. Nevertheless, Chinese President Zhou Enlai declared Beijing's 

support for the Kashmiri right to self-determination in February 1964, when Pakistan 

supported China in its efforts to counterbalance the US effort to isolate Beijing regionally 

(Ahmad, 2017).  

Bilateralism and non-alignment (1972-79) 

After withdrawal from the Commonwealth Seat in 1972, President Bhutto sought to diversify 

diplomatic ties. He has promoted the economic and diplomatic relations of the nation with the 

States of Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa, South and Central America. Pakistan also separated 

from CENTO in March 1979 and joined the Non-Aligned Movement in September of the 

same year. In addition, Bhutto signed the Simla Agreement with India on 2 July 1972 freeing 

more than 90,000 Pakistani prisoners of war from India and demobilizing Indian troops from 

Pakistani territory (Jabeen and mazhar, 2011). 

Following the February 1974 Islamic Cooperation Organization (OIC) Summit held in 

Islamabad, Mr. Bhutto achieved great success in restoring Pakistan's reputation and 

upholding the country's leadership position in the Muslim world following the split in East 

Pakistan. Under the leadership of Bhutto, Pakistan has made considerable strides in 

developing close ties with China and the Soviet Union.  

Moscow, therefore offers to lend hands to help Pakistan recover economically (Effendi & 

Choudhry, 2016).When Pakistan signed a nuclear reprocessing deal with France in 1976, the 

US revoked its A-7 aircraft offer and suspended Pakistan's top economic assistance and 

military sales to prevent Islamabad from setting up uranium enrichment facilities in 1977.  

Only in 1978 Washington succeeded in persuading France to withdraw from the deal with 

Pakistan.  

The Afghan war (1979-88) 

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan again forced the United States to bury the axis in 

December 1979, and formed a close alliance with Islamabad to defeat the Afghan Red Army. 
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Both the CIA and ISI planned, trained, and then dispatched a number of fighter jets to 

Afghanistan to combat the Soviets.  

Pakistan became the second-largest recipient of US aid after Israel when Afghanistan 

defeated the Soviet Union in 1988 (Epstein & Kronstadt, 2011). However, the devastating 

Afghan war has adversely affected Pakistan's economic and security situation, as it has led to 

the country's proliferation of weapons and incitement to religious extremism and militants.  

The post-Cold War era (1990-2001) 

The United States started to challenge Pakistan's nuclear program when the Soviet Union 

agreed to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan under the Geneva Agreement signed in 1988. 

As a result, under the Pressler amendment, Washington scrapped sales of some F-16 and 

banned financial assistance to Islamabad.  

The Clinton administration, however, lifted the embargo on Pakistan after Benazir Bhutto's 

visit to the United States (Ahmad, 1999), and provided it to Islamabad under Brown 

Amendment Military supplies worth the $368 million in 1995. India-Pakistan relations also 

spiraled downward during the same time, owing to the turmoil in Kashmir. As New Delhi 

exploited the 1987 valley elections on a wide scale, Kashmir's took to the streets marching 

against flagrant interference and protesting against it. India has resorted to brutal measures to 

keep the demonstrators quiet, which prompted Kashmir‘s to protest resolutely against Indian 

oppression. New Delhi accused Pakistan of planning chaos in the valley, and called on the 

US to suspend Islamabad's aircraft and economic assistance.  

However, when Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee visited Lahore in February 1999, 

India and Pakistan agreed on a basis of peaceful cooperation (Adnan, 2013), but the spirit of 

the Lahore Declaration was broken when the two countries fought a short war in Kargil 

during May-July 1999. It is important to note here that Pakistan's support of the Afghan 

Taliban in the 1990‘s strained relations between Pakistan and Iran, thus causing Iran to fall 

into the Indian lapse.  

Both Iran and India were then engaged in backing up non-Pashtun groups in order to prevent 

the Taliban from taking over Kabul. Capitalizing on its rapprochement with Iran, India 

succeeded in persuading Tehran to develop the Chabahar Port together. Unfortunately, in the 

1990s both the PPP and the PML-N governments did not heed placating Iran and preventing 

it from forging close ties with India.  
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The post 9/11 era 

According to the Glenn amendment, in May 1998, the Clinton administration imposed 

economic and military sanctions on Pakistan and India because, after 9/11, the United States 

not only lifted sanctions on Pakistan but also named Islamabad as Pakistan's most allies in the 

US-led war on terror. The "carrot and stick" policy of the Bush administration has prompted 

Pakistan to form an alliance with the U.S. to jointly fight terrorists in Afghanistan. Pakistan 

and India agreed to reduce their nuclear arsenals during Musharraf's tenure and to address the 

Kashmir problem at the Agra Summit in July 2001. The Indians' obstinacy, however, 

undermines Agra's comprehension. It's worrying that the 13 December 2001 assault on the 

Indian Parliament put the two countries on the verge of border conflict and could escalate 

into a full-scale check-up. Nevertheless, on November 26, 2003, the two countries negotiated 

and enforced a truce on the dividing line, after intensive efforts (Pandey, 2018). 

Foreign policy under the PPP Government (2008-2013) 

Although, the PPP government has been plagued by large-scale corruption scandals, it has 

indeed succeeded in diversifying the country's foreign relations. In October 2009 the United 

States signed the Kerry Lugar Act and offered non-military assistance to Pakistan with $7.5 

billion. Additionally, through a high-profile visit to Moscow, political and military leaders 

have played a key role in reshaping North Russian relations. Importantly, North-Iranian 

relations have also strengthened, following the signing of the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipeline. 

Nevertheless, after the 2008 Mumbai attacks (Contractor, Mehta et al., 2014), the atmosphere 

of confidence between Pakistan and India created during the Musharraf‘s period turned 

hostile India has blamed Pakistan for a radical party.  

Current democratic setup (2013 till present) 

The new democratic structure under PML-N accomplished two key foreign policy goals 

during Nawaz Sharif's tenure as prime minister. First, the country has become a full member 

of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which will greatly assist Pakistan in collaborating 

with China, Russia and the Central Asian Republic to fight the region's three evils of 

extremism, terrorism and separatism. Second, via the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC) China has agreed to spend around $60 billion (Abid and Ashfaq, 2015) Develop the 

transport infrastructure and energy industries in Pakistan. All of these successes could make 

the nation a regional trading hub. The government, however, struggled to overcome 

ambiguities in the foreign policy of the country. Whether the incorrect dream of Afghanistan 
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(for India) of the policy has been abandoned is uncertain. Kabul considers this tactic as a 

deliberate move to intervene with its affairs. As a result, Afghanistan has shown a reluctance 

to re-establish ties with Pakistan. In retaliation, it is ominous that the Afghan Government, 

headed by Ashraf Ghani, has granted India an attorney power to use Afghanistan's eastern 

provinces to plot terrorism in Pakistan. Despite the lifting of US economic sanctions against 

Iran, the government has continued to drag its feet to complete the IP gas pipeline portion of 

Pakistan. That has led Tehran to forge further ties with New Delhi. Through entering the area 

via the Chabahar Port via Afghanistan, the latter is expected to dominate the Central Asian 

markets, thereby encircling Pakistan in South Asia. Islamabad is in desperate need of all-

round assistance from Tehran in the successful battle against Baluchistan‘s low-intensity 

insurgency and the escalating Shia-Sunni proxy war.  

The new administration has not taken wise diplomatic steps to highlight the severe human 

rights abuses in the Indian-occupied Kashmir area. Indian advocacy groups continue to play a 

blocking role, stopping the United States from selling F-16‘s and providing the remaining 

alliance aid funds to Pakistan (Sial, 2007). Moreover, the government has struggled to 

persuade the world that India is funding terrorism and insurgency in Pakistan, despite 

evidence of knowledge such as the detained Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav. While losing 

some 50,000 lives and more than $120 billion in the war on terror, the United States remains 

skeptical about Pakistan's military operations against the North Waziristan-based Hakani 

network.  

As a condition of Pakistan's alleged military intervention against Hakani, Washington 

recently passed a bill requesting $50 million to be paid out. However, the US is still hesitant 

to reach a civilian nuclear agreement with Pakistan and does not accept Islamabad's offer to 

join the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG). It shows the government's inability to flexibly use 

diplomatic means to improve its economic and security partnership with the US (Saira, 

2015). 

Unless the state radically shifts its approach to foreign policy, it will continue to face ever 

more serious external challenges in the coming days. The government should diversify the 

ties of the nation, in addition to the United States and China, by establishing strong 

relationships with Russia, the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. In order to expand 

regional cooperation and relations, it is also necessary to overcome differences with 

Afghanistan and develop strong ties with Kabul and Tehran.  
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Given that heavy dependency on the US and other international financial institutions has 

prevented the country from formulating an independent foreign policy, it is important to 

abandon economic dependence. It is equally important to appoint a competent foreign 

minister, so that he or she can represent the country in international fora. 

Pakistan-Iran Historical Relationship   

In addition to the geographic proximity, religious values and cultural peace also influence the 

relationship between Islamabad and Tehran. Pakistan's founding father, Quaid-i Azam (the 

great man), Muhammad Ali Jinnah, who sees Iran as a friend and brother, says that 

geographically it is crucial to have relations with neighboring countries. Shah was the first 

head of the state to pay an official visit to Pakistan after Iran's independence, while Saudi 

Arabia also expressed her hope that the new Muslim nation would experience tremendous 

prosperity and growth (Alam, 2000).  

Geopolitical powers, the Western Commonwealth, and cultural convergence have led 

bilateral relations between Pakistan and Iran (such as Turkey) to become members of 

CENTO and the Regional Cooperation and Development Organization (RCD), which has 

improved cooperation between the two countries (Ghani, 2010). Not only did Iran help 

Pakistan achieve military modernization in the 1960s, but it also sponsored Pakistan's 1965 

and 1971 wars against India (Baxter, 2013).  

Despite Pakistan's strong ties with the Iranian King, as a consequence of the Islamic 

Revolution of 1979, Pakistan became the first state to recognize the new régime. During the 

same year, there was an unfortunate incident when 300 to 600 Iranian militants tried to 

confiscate Bait-Ullah (Algar, 1983).  

The Pakistani SSG commando (at the behest of the Saudi government) took part in the 

operation against the militants and liberated the Holy Land with success. Following claims 

that Fatwa has been initiated by Islamic revolutionary leader Ayatollah Khomeini to advise 

the nation to support Pakistan's Shiites, Islamabad is still seeking to remain cool, rendering 

Iran the supreme leader toward Pakistan (Ahmad, 2016). It is this very complex stage to 

which Pakistan attaches great importance. Since Iran is preparing to revolutionize its 

democratic neighbors and the U.S-Iran tensions, links between the two countries have not 

been significantly strengthened (the U.S. is Pakistan's nearest and main political and military 

partner in Afghanistan, the Soviet War). Pakistan refused to support Iraq against Iran during 

the long Iraq-Iraq war (1980-88), and provided Iran with some logistical assistance during the 
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war, but they were impotent because they believed it would cause resistance from Arab 

countries like Saudi Arabia. Pakistan is in chains, facing numerous threats, fearing the threat 

of religious violence backed by Iran's domestic front lines, and negotiating with its Arab 

allies, especially Pakistan's close ally in Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and the United States, its 

traditional rivals along the eastern frontier of the Soviet Union and India. Red Army 

withdrawal from Afghanistan (Geneva Agreement signed in 1988), as Iran and Pakistan have 

different views and approaches to form a new Afghan government that poses new problems 

for Iran and Pakistan, and contributes to misunderstandings and conflicts and turmoil 

between Pakistan and Iran. Gohar Ayub (1997-1998), son of former Pakistani Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Ayub Khan, said: "Iran must play an important role in our strategic thinking 

process and become our neighbor Embedded indelible History and Islamic ideology "(Ayub, 

2009). 

Pak-Saudi Historical Relationship   

Pakistanis have always been positive regarding Saudi Arabia, which is known as the 

custodian of Islamic shrines, but Saudi Arabia has only recently begun to dominate Islam. It 

has played an important part in foreign affairs of Pakistan. Although in the 1950‘s and 1960‘s 

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia had concentration camps in the West, Saudi Arabia was inspired 

by Egyptian-sponsored Arab nationalism and officially opposed the inclusion of Pakistan in 

the Treaty of Baghdad (Official Visit of the Indian Prime Minister Nehru) In Arabic 

(September 1956), the news was ignored in Pakistan; However, President Ayub Khan visited 

Saudi Arabia in 1960, and Pakistan's skilled workers gradually started to work in Saudi 

Arabia (Rizvi, 1981, pp. 81-83). Since the early 1970s, and particularly after the oil crisis of 

1973, Saudi Arabia aroused aggression in Pakistan's foreign policy more aggression. In 1974 

Pakistan hosted the second Islamic Summit with outcome in Lahore.  

The Iranian King (Shah) did not attend the meeting due to friction with Saudi Arabia at that 

time (Arif, 1995, p. 105). According to Prof. Dr. AZ Hilali (a retired chairman department of 

Political Science, university of Peshawar), Pakistan and Saudi Arabia grew closer to each 

other during the 1980‘s and beyond, becoming the most powerful military, political, and 

economic partners in the region.  

Although, the strong relationship between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia is historically based on 

reciprocity, Saudi oil and its heavy materials assistance have helped Pakistan when needed, 

and Pakistan, in exchange, has given its military capability to support the custodians of the 
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two holy mosques achieve no cutting. The Iranian camp often has a negative view of this 

affinity and adds to the complexity of North-Iranian relations (Hilali, AZ. 2019, October 25 

Personal Interview). 

Tension between Saudi-Iran Relationships and its Impacts on Pakistan 

Considering Pakistan's hard work in holding safe and stable relations with Saudi Arabia and 

Iran, that doesn't mean that all is going well. Let's address, one by one, how Pakistan has been 

greatly dominated by the Saudi-Iranian divide in recent decades. There is a state of tension 

between Tehran and Riyadh, as with almost all issues in the region, which is a rope for 

Pakistan to strike a balance between its two important partners (Antonopoulos and Cottle, 

2017). 

Sectarianism   

Pakistan is the second-biggest Islamic State in the world. It is primarily Sunni, and is also 

home to the second-largest Shiite minority in the world. Pakistan finds itself in a peculiar 

situation during the tug-of-war between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Sectarianism has found a 

breeding ground in Pakistan, with Shiites representing between 15 and 20 percent of Pakistan 

(Rathore, 2017). A data collection covering the period 1989 to 2017 shows that in sectarian 

violence in Pakistan 5,681 people were killed and sectarian attacks wounded more than 

11,110 people. In the 1990's, terrorists started targeting Shiites in Pakistan. They killed Shia 

officials, including diplomats, engineers and practitioners, between 1997 and 1998. As 

Pakistan is one of three countries (including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates) that 

recognized the Taliban regime in Kabul after 1996, it is directly related to the attacks on 

Iranian diplomats in 1998. This has caused serious problems between Iran and Pakistan 

relations (Ayub, 2009, p. 14). In addition, Iran supports repression in Pakistan by Shi'ite 

militants (Ziring, 1997, p. 468). While Iran and Pakistan have not broken their relationship, 

Islamabad's US ambassador, William Milam (1998-2001), said Pakistan's relationship with 

Iran was "false." "They have diplomatic ties, but they do not seem to be especially 

enthusiastic about me.‖ In 2017, 10 Iranian border guards were killed by Saudi-backed 

militant Jaishul-Adl after firing from territory of Pakistan. So, the Iranian army head warned 

Pakistan. If the government does not deal with militants, Tehran will attack Pakistani bases. 

In 2014, five Iranian border guards were kidnapped by Saudi-backed rebel group Jaish-ul-Adl 

and in 2013 and 2015, eight Shiite and fourteen Sunni militants were arrested. Violence 

between Shiites and Sunni activists began after the state implemented a Sunni-centric 
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Islamization policy in the 1980‘s and 1990‘s (after Shiite Sunni status was established in 

Pakistan). Tehran and Riyadh already have strong allegations of funding for this organization, 

Saudi Arabia and Iran both supporting and funding separate armed groups, and sectarianism 

feeds Pakistan and me Islamabad, which seems to be a sandwich between two rivals and is 

domestic (Rathore, 2017). 

Afghanistan   

Afghanistan has become a major area of concern for Pakistan owing to the long, complicated 

and insecure border between Afghanistan and Pakistan. Normative foreign policy 

discrepancies between Saudi Arabia and Iran over the maintenance of regional stability have 

sparked confusion on Afghanistan's battlefield. Simultaneously with Russia occupying 

Afghanistan in 1979, there was an Islamic Revolution in Iran. Khomeini broke up the relation 

with the United States due to Iran's hostage crisis, and their war with Iraq plunged Iran into 

many regional, domestic and international issues. So, while Iran opposes Afghanistan's 

Soviet aggression and requests an immediate withdrawal, Iran remains vigilant and hasn't 

provoked Moscow (I.M, 2016).  

Finally, as the U.S-Soviet Cold War crossed the Afghan border, Khomeini made every 

attempt to establish ties with his satellite regimes in Kabul and the Soviet Union. Iran sees the 

Soviet Union as a balance point of US authority in the region. 

Moreover, In order to achieve its goals and resist Saudi Arabia's desire to spread the 

"Wahhabi sect" In the region, Iran has strengthened and supported the Hazara Shiites (20 per 

cent of the total Afghan population) in Afghanistan against Saudi Arabia-US. Pakistan's Axis 

Powers provide funding for the Russians and manage the so-called "Afghan Jihad". When the 

Cold War ended in 1989, the Soviet Union withdrew from Afghanistan, and the United States 

left the region after getting its stated objectives. Afghanistan ravaged by and has become 

Saudi Arabia's frontline for proxy wars, though Iran has added depth to that USA-Pakistan. 

Iran is desperately seeking friends and allies in the Middle East after a long and arduous 

struggle with Iraq, and it's willing to establish a friendly Afghan government. Iran and Saudi 

Arabia continue to provide weapons, training, and financial support to the Shiites and 

Pashtuns to continue their war (Wehrey, 2009).  

Moreover, while Saudi Arabia and Iran are battling for getting control over the territories of 

Afghanistan, Afghan lords are battling as well, and they have risen to the highest position in 

the war with Russia. The civil war was good for them as they had established their territories 
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and formed a short high-bidder alliance. Nevertheless, the current situation for Pakistan, 

which has hosted more than 5 million Afghan refugees and faces the worst impact in the 

world in the form of drugs, gun culture and smuggling, is still very alarming and 

unpredictable (BBC,2020). 

To finally prevent more defeats, the Wahabi religion (supported by Pakistan and Saudi 

Arabia) came to power through a young Pashtun movement called the Talibans. Their 

overthrow of President Rabbani in 1996 marked Saudi Arabia's huge victory and was seen as 

the strategic defeat of Iran in politics, economy, policy, philosophy and defense. Iran is 

reluctant to leave the war, so it is pushing for an anti-Taliban coalition made up of forces 

from Uzbek, Tajik and Hazar (BBC, 2020).  

In 2001, the US-led coalition's cancellation of the Taliban regime was of great significance to 

Iran because it paid for Iran's interests, but Bush's blunt remarks made Tehran nervous as he 

called Iran "the axis of evil." On the other hand, August 2002 reports of Iran's secret nuclear 

program further increased regional security concerns.  

Later in the 2004 parliamentary elections, conservative hardliners prevailed, and 

Ahmadinejad took office in the 2005 presidential election, further raising Saudi Arabia's 

concerns about the effect of Iranian hegemonic architecture in the Middle East and elsewhere 

(Jones, 2009). Riyadh stopped supporting the Taliban, secretly supported the new transitional 

government of Hamid Karzai in Afghanistan, continued to take a low profile, and provided 

direct international assistance during the reconstruction process in the region. In 2008-09, 

Riyadh conducted a clandestine dialog at the Afghan Government's direct request (due to its 

role in the jihad in Afghanistan in the 1980s) and resumed foreign policy operations in 

Afghanistan.  

But this further escalated the rivalry between Tehran and Riyadh as non-Pashtun Shiites, 

Shiites and other Taliban organizations (who run counter to Saudi Arabia due to Saudi 

betrayal of Iran in 2001) ruled out any possibilities; Saudi Arabia would contribute to any 

potential political solution to the Afghan crisis.  

That progress has made Iran's situation more favorable (Chubin, 2009). Both Tehran and 

Riyadh have put in place long-lasting policies that do not yield to the rivalry of the country, 

and continue this zero-sum war in Afghanistan. Saudi Arabia set up a massive mosque and 

Islamic center in Kabul in 2012 as an intellectual counterattack-the "Hatnabi" established in 

2006 against Islamic universities and the Iranian government's Ahmadine government 
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(Wehray et al., 2009). Iran and Afghanistan not only have links to the national language, they 

also host around 2 million Afghan refugees. Al Jazeera said Kabul views Iran's economic 

development as reducing Iran's dependence on trade and transit routes to Pakistan.  

Iran has a close alliance with the Afghan Taliban, contributing to widespread animosity 

between Iran the US and Saudi Arabia (as the Taliban say, they were sold by the Saudis to 

the US in 2001).In recent years the US has accused Iran of providing training, arms, and 

material support to the Taliban. President Ashraf Ghani is at the same time mindful that Saudi 

Arabia still has a crucial role to play in the peace process. These general circumstances show 

clearly that Tehran and Riyadh will still be competing a lot on the Afghan side in the next 

few days border, and that Pakistan's struggle has not ended on the Afghan front, where 

Pakistan desperately needs a peaceful, secure and friendly situation.  

Yemen   

Yemen has flagrantly disputed hegemony and dominance over Iran and Saudi Arabia, during 

and after the Arab Spring particularly (Butt, 2015). The two national powers can be seen as 

evidence that they are suspicious about each other's intentions, lack of trust continues to pose 

a possible threat to the national interests of each other. Saudi Arabia has a 700-mile 

boundary, and because of Iran's nature and drive in the area and the crescent moon that 

governs Shiites, Yemen is well secured. Located in Yemen's backyard, Yemen is important to 

Riyadh and has close ties with Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh (for the past two 

decades), irrespective of its policies. Both are financially affected (Jamshidi, 2013).  

When Riyadh led a bloody U.S. invasion of the Arab League, Iran attempted to combat the 

Saudi force by supplying the Houthi rebels with money, military aid, training and weapons 

(the hotel belongs to the Shiite political faction "Zha Di"), supporting and defending 

President Mansour Hadi's government (He was vice-president under Abdullah Saleh's regime 

and resigned due civil unrest in 2012).  

In the 1990‘s Houthis struggled for his peace to fight for Ali Abdullah Saleh government's 

civil rights, but the struggle turned into violent resistance particularly after 2007. The turmoil 

of the Arab population offers Saudi Arabia and Iran an opportunity to show their strength in 

Yemen to Saudi Arabia in one of the most terrifying ways (el-Nawawy, 2015). Analysts 

believe that the only determinant factor in the crisis is that hostility between Riyadh-Tehran 

will exacerbate the suffering of Yemen, where both the parties also hope to play a role. "The 

importance of Islam, especially the legalization tools used by the two regimes to resolve 
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internal security dilemmas and demonstrate external legitimacy and vitality, has led to" soft 

power, the security dilemma between Riyadh and Tehran, leading competition " (2016) Saudi 

Arabia has asked the Pakistani government to send troops to support the Saudi-led coalition 

during the crisis in Yemen, but given the fragile security conditions in the region, Islamabad 

cannot afford relations with Iran because of their participation and unmanageable Difficult, 

insecure and long borders between East and India and West and Afghanistan (7,400 

kilometers), In 2015, in spite of Saudi Arabia's spite for Ali Abdullah Saleh Government 

Fought against Houthi rebels backed by the Iranians, the Pakistani parliament declined to 

send troops to Yemen. To this rejection, Pakistan faces the worst response from Saudi Arabia 

and other Arab countries. Thousands are the backbone of Pakistan's economy as the UAE 

threatens Pakistan to repatriate its Arab expatriates (Dawn, 2015).      

U.S Presence in the Region: Saudi -Iran Stance and Pakistan     

According to analysts, the United States is primarily pursuing solutions for political problems 

in the region and is more focused on Iran's armed neighbors. A Saudi Arabia's military 

budget increased many times between 2008 and 2013, and since then, Saudi Arabia fears that 

if the United States decides to leave the field, the burden of controlling and restraining Iran 

will fall entirely on the shoulders of Riyadh. President Donald Trump's May 2017 visit to 

Saudi Arabia has escalated more tensions in the Sunni-Shiite region, particularly in Pakistan 

(Washington Post, 2017).  

In his visit to Saudi Arabia announcing a $110 billion arms deal with Saudi Arabia, Trump 

has also condemned Iran with a nation calling for fuel, religious violence and terror in Iran. 

"Trump's recent visit to Saudi Arabia and the arms deal indicate that the United States has 

shown greater interest in the region's battle for supremacy and does not appear to care about 

its dangerous effects and implications. Standing on the obvious side of Sunni states means 

dissolving Shiite Islam, or growing sectarian conflict. The involvement or absence of the 

United States, too, has become a zero-sum battle between Riyadh and Tehran. The desired 

regional order of Iran excludes external powers and plays a leading role in the Caucasus, the 

Persian Gulf and the Middle East as a whole and parts of South Asia. Second, the strategy 

would the US's position in the world and its influence. Iran's leaders seem very clear in a 

battle with Saudi Arabia for zero-sum regional control (Morcus, 2017).  
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Issue of Iranian Nuclear Program: Saudi Expectations and Pakistan  

Due to complex political and security conditions and decades of turmoil in the Middle East, 

the ongoing pursuit of regional supremacy has made Iran's nuclear question more sensitive 

and attracted significant attention on the international stage. Although Iran's nuclear program 

has been in the world's attention since its inception, particularly over the last two decades.  

This is largely because Tehran is holding powerful strategic role and becoming actively 

involve in crucial Middle East matters. Though, its nuclear program was an "atomic for 

peace" program that was initiated with US support in the 1950's. Heavy mistrust between 

regional rivals and nuclear states has resulted in a series of historic and persistent conflicts 

which Saudi Arabia and its Arab allies consider an unprecedented challenge. Nuclear power, 

as Riyadh claims, would be enough to raise the strength of Tehran's ongoing institutional 

activities against it, since both countries have engaged in intense regional deals to achieve 

influence and supremacy. The post-2003 period has exacerbated religious rigidities in 

particular and exacerbated Saudi Arabia's concerns regarding Iran's nuclear programme. King 

Abdullah has threatened repeatedly that if Iran produces a nuclear warhead, "everyone in the 

world will do the same, including Saudi Arabia" (Black & Tisdall, 2010). While Iran has 

repeatedly said that its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes, and some sort of 

cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency when Mr. Hatimi was in office, 

the International Atomic Energy Agency maintains that they have gathered ample evidence 

that the development of nuclear weapons is indeed the long-term ambitions of Tehran (IAEA 

source).  

According to the BBC reports, "the IAEA cannot confirm Iran's assertion that its nuclear 

program is for peaceful purposes only and that it does not seek to develop nuclear weapons" 

(Khaitous, 2009). Mr. Katimi suspended uranium enrichment due to extreme "external 

pressure" and "deteriorating economic conditions" and voluntarily permitted external 

inspection teams after reaching an agreement with "EU-3." Saudi Arabia is worried that 

nuclear power would not only balance powers against Iran but the endless nuclear arms race 

also begins in the area. This may also allow Iran to intervene in the affairs of smaller Arab 

countries in line with its interests and, eventually, it will use vicious means to inspire or 

encourage the Shiite Muslim community of the Sunni Arab monarchy to change regime. 

According to the Guardian, the Riyadh government launched a strategic security review in 
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September 2003, which included possible nuclear weapons, and ultimately considered three 

options. 

i. Obtain nuclear deterrence capabilities. 

ii. To ensure safety in the event of an aggression, form an Allied (nuclear  

Power alliance).  

iii. Aim to achieve a national or nuclear- zone agreement (Macaskill & Traynor, 

The Guardian and 18 September 2003).  

The Saudi government reacted quickly to the study and ruled out any attempts to buy or 

exclude a nuclear program from joining any nuclear umbrella alliance. The German magazine 

Cicero, Nevertheless, satellite reports indicate that few Pakistani nuclear scientists visit Saudi 

Arabia under the cover of the 2004-05 pilgrimage, and that Riyadh will soon be able to 

purchase nuclear weapons from Pakistan. Discussions have shown that Pakistan is once again 

caught up in Tehran-Riyadh's "dirty arms" crisis, as Islamabad is facing serious international 

charges of exporting nuclear technology to Iran. Help the nuclear program as they find 

themselves to be nuclear-weapon client countries supplying the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

with the ultimate protection. Pakistan's options are overwhelming and insufficient because 

Pakistan needs economic help from Saudi Arabia because of its unstable economic realities, 

and in any crucial situation that affects Tehran it might not be able to disregard the demands 

of the Saudi Government. The hostilities in Tehran could raise problems for Pakistan and 

undoubtedly have serious adverse effects on Pakistan, especially because India is working to 

strengthen ties with Iran.  

Natural Gas Pipeline Projects (IPI and TAPI)  

Pakistan is an energy deficient country. Pakistan has experienced the worst energy crisis in 

history over the past two decades, and wants to get rid of it urgently. India, Pakistan, and Iran 

signed the Natural Gas Pipeline (IPI) more than two and a half centuries ago, and India 

subsequently withdrew from the project due to US pressure. The United States and Saudi 

Arabia face the same threat, too, as a result of tensions between Pakistan and Iran. Iran 

showed great commitment to the project and completed the underlying research related to it. 

Pakistan's hesitation in Tehran has given rise to natural anger and fear, and the Tehran 

government has recently warned that if Pakistan violates or delays the agreement, it will 

maintain all the rights to refer the matter to the International court (Awan, 2014).  
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If Islamabad is unable to react positively to the situation, then in the immediate future 

Pakistan could face a more serious situation. Nonetheless, according to political experts, the 

United States and NATO forces are still unable to compensate for IPI; Saudi Arabia (secretly) 

and the United States (openly) supported the TAPI natural gas pipeline used in the recent 

moneys to create stability. Since TAPI has to go through war-torn Afghanistan, and 

intellectual property rights do not have this strategic and political threat, so the prospect of 

intellectual property rights has not completely disappeared. 

Second, Iran has formed friendly relations with the Afghan Taliban, and the US has strongly 

accused Iran of funding, and training the Taliban, which controls more than 60% of 

Afghanistan. Ironically, the TAPI gas pipeline will travel through regions dominated by the 

Taliban. Therefore, under special circumstances, Iran is likely to use its influence on the 

Afghan Taliban to undermine TAPI. In both cases, if Iran deals with intellectual property 

problems at the International Court of Justice against Pakistan or participates in actions that 

undermine TAPI, Pakistan will suffer the most domestic and foreign losses because of the 

vested interests of the regional competitors (Milani, 2006). 

Raheel Sharif Appointment as a Head of IMAFT   

Raheel Sharif, the ex-head of Pakistan‘s Corps, who was appointed as by Saudi Arabia, was 

head of the 41-nation coalition, and the Iranian camp did not comment positively. Pakistan 

has made it clear to Tehran that the coalition does not oppose either Iran or Raheel Sharif, 

otherwise Pakistan does not participate in any anti-Iran activities. Islamabad knows that they 

are unable to break relations with Iran because of their alliance, and that they have few 

difficulties, vulnerable and long frontiers with India in the East and Afghanistan in the West 

(Johnson and Mason, 2008). 

However, Iran is facing criticism from being excluded from the Islamic Counter-Terrorism 

Military Alliance (IMAFT), which is actually a "Sunni" country and is actually a "sectarian 

alliance." While Iranian friends like Oman and Lebanon have joined the alliance, Iran's 

withdrawal from the alliance has raised several questions about the existence and aims of the 

alliance due to the absence of Iraq (under the control of Iran). Pakistan was under tremendous 

pressure, especially after alliance head Raheel Sharif was named. Likewise, Islamabad will 

be subject to further scrutiny than any other coalition partner, and if any tragedy jeopardizes 

Iran's national interests it will face major challenges.  
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The Baluchi Province question remains an area of concern. Shortly before General Rasher 

Sharif's retirement, Pakistan accused Iran during President Rouhani's March 2016 visit of 

enabling Indian spy agencies to research and examines Iran's soil in the Lukhstein area in 

practice (Dawn, 2016). Khalbushan Yadav an Indian navy officer was captured by Pakistani 

security agencies from the Mashkel area of Balochistan province during an anti-intelligence 

operation, where they acknowledged that he had entered Pakistan illegally through RAW Iran 

and therefore commissioned him to plan, coordinate and organize Underway aimed at 

destabilizing Pakistan. Iran, in turn, complained that Pakistan had neglected to stop anti-

Iranian groups such as Jash Adel, Jandulla and Lashkar Jhangvi, allegedly supported by the 

Saudi government, did not deal with Iran in the Baluchistan region of Pakistan (Dawn, 2016). 

Pakistan has one of the policies to create friendly ties with the nations of the world for her 

national interests. Domestic complexities and external constraints have for decades struck the 

balanced ties with Saudi Arabia and Iran and the internal conflict of Pakistan in the Arab 

region, which is strongly required. The situation remains the same, "Saudi Arabia has a very 

strong relationship with Pakistan and Iran is its neighbor." In the past, several crises such as 

the Afghanistan invasion, Iran-Iraq war, the Gulf War, Iran's nuclear program and Iran's 

Saudi Arabia, Pakistan has taken its alliance with all parties to have it in its current 

competitive results.  

Despite the differences in policy between Pakistan and Iran regarding the fate of Afghanistan 

in the 1990‘s, when the Bush administration designated Iran as one of the three "axis of evil," 

it severely criticized and sanctioned its nuclear programme. Pakistan has urged the West not 

to mount pressure on Iran. Pakistan has two major problems: its own domestic situation and 

the growing number of Shiite families, and the fear of having yet another unstable neighbor at 

its doorstep and possibly thousands of new refugees.  

There are millions of Pakistani Diasporas still home to wealth and property. Pakistan's 

Diasporas are not only one of the main sources of family unity, but the backbone of 

Pakistan's economy too. Despite these internal and external challenges, Pakistan continues its 

long-term foreign policy with a clear tradition of refusing to choose between Saudi Arabia 

and Iran without sacrificing both.  

Whether it's the Saudi War in Yemen, the execution of Shi'ite leader Nimr al-Nimr in Saudi 

Arabia, or the involvement of Iran in the Syrian civil war, Pakistan has been calling for 
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peace, seeking to mediate and even behave that irritates one or the other, but nothing drastic 

is likely to do.  

So, it is no surprise that Pakistani diplomats have clarified Pakistan's position in the Arab-

Islamic-U.S recently. The Riyadh Summit in May 2017, which became a therapeutic meeting 

to strike Iran, does not mean that they are agreed with their Spirit and Substance Summit 

speech: "Pakistan's involvement in the Saudi Summit does not mean that Pakistan supports 

Riyadh against Tehran. If Iran holds such a meeting, we will definitely participate. 

We can't establish ties with one nation at one country's expense. It turns out we're working 

hard to win Iran these days but we're going to do it in the weeks to come. Their ties with Iran 

and Saudi Arabia are facing severe situations in the coming era, and options may become 

more limited. As Chubin said: "Relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia will remain 

volatile" (Chubin, 2012, 74). 
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CHAPTER- 6 

FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Findings 

After thorough research based on empirical and analytical data the following findings can 

safely be extracted;  

1. Conflict and disputes in the Muslim World mostly are local in nature but exploited by 

the external actors for their vested interests. The longstanding undemocratic rules in 

most the Muslim countries further added fuel to the fire because people are mostly 

deprived of social, economic and political rights in the dictatorial regimes. Cairo, 

Damascus, Benghazi and Baghdad can be cited as an argument by describing 

demographic nature of domestic conflicts including Socioeconomic, ethnic, sectarian 

and externally influenced. Authoritarianism and democratic culture cannot go parallel. 

Postcolonial authoritarianisms in the Muslim world are not willing to accept the 

changing dynamics of 21
st
 century where the population is prone to new technologies 

(Access to internet) and deeply aware and worry about their political and social rights. 

The resentment and revolt like Arab Spring has brought dramatic changes in local 

politics which is, undoubtedly, a direct threat to the status quo forces especially in the 

Middle East.  

In the current Political turmoil the global actors have adopted two-pronged strategy to 

pluck the maximum dividends and opportunities from the uncertain crisis. Sometimes 

they support the dictators against their own people and, if the situation changes, push 

mass movement against the rulers in the name of democratic struggle. This internal 

disunity is the manifestation of external rifts among the Muslim states which shows 

incompetency of the rulers of Muslim world and eventually leads to leadership crisis. 

Furthermore, ethnic and sectarian diversity has further complicated the situation. The 

Kurd-led insurgency in different borderline areas of Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria are 

persistent source of dispute and violence. Similarly, the competing loyalties among 

the Pakhtuns, Baloch, Azeris and similar ethnic communities within and across 

Islamic states are direct threat to the governance of these states. Lack of clear policy 

and adjustability of genuine demands of different ethnic and sectarian groups 

ultimately create space for the foreign actors to use these marginalized communities 
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as a tool against its own government which consequently leads to disputes among the 

states at regional and global level.   

2. Conflict and disputes in the Muslim World are different in nature and Pakistan being a 

responsible member state of the UN and OIC played a leading role to narrow down 

disputes among the Muslim States since its very inception. By opting successful 

diplomatic approach Pakistan tried to resolve doctrinal and political contentions 

especially in North Africa, Gulf and Middle East. Pakistan vehemently supported the 

movement of self-determination of Algerian people against France. Similarly, self-

determination movement of Moroccan people is also needs to be cited.  Moreover, 

independence movements in Malaysia and Libya are important to be mention in 

which Pakistan played active role. Pakistan-Turkey relations touched new heights 

when Pakistan endorsed Turkey claim over Cyprus. Despite this, Afghanistan 

imbroglio was further complex after the invasion of the US in 2001. US-Taliban 

peace deal on 29
th

 February 2020 is a result of Pakistan‘s tireless efforts for the cause 

of peace at the regional level. And its efforts were duly endorsed by the US and the 

world community at large. Apart from this, to bridge the doctrinal differences 

between Saudi Arabia and Iran, Pakistan always provided its good offices and tried to 

balance its relations with both the countries. Many times it seemed that both the 

countries are at the verge of war but Pakistan‘s active involvement lifted the clouds of 

war. Despite this, during Iran-Iraq wars, Pakistan tried to appease the situation 

between the parties and by using back-channel and open channel diplomacy often 

Pakistan has succeeded in its efforts to maintain peace.  

3. In the world politics in general and in the Muslim world in particular Pakistan played 

a vital role for the establishment of peace. Since, Pakistan‘s independence is the 

outcome of a constant struggle of the Muslims of subcontinent, therefore, it bitterly 

know the price of independence and peace. It is the reason that Pakistan‘s foreign 

policy revolves around to maintain peace and tranquility at global as well as at 

regional level. Moreover, in all the three constitutions of Pakistan (1956, 1962, and 

1973) special relations with the Muslim world have categorically been envisioned. 

Inclinations and intentions of Pakistan can be gauged by its activities and participation 

in peace keeping missions under the patron ship of the UN. Pakistan is one of the 

largest troops-contributor state to the UN for maintaining peace in different parts of 

the world. It is worthwhile to mention that Pakistan presents four resolutions to the 
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UNGS each year for strengthening global norms on conventional arms control, 

regional disarmament, confidence-building measures at the regional level, and the 

continued importance of providing negative security assurances to non-nuclear-

weapon states. In Addition to this, Pakistan, at the same, enjoys the membership of 64 

regional and international organizations either on permanent position or as an 

observer status.  Pakistan is an active member of OIC since its establishment and 

endeavoring to bridge gulf between the Muslim World. By using this forum, Pakistan, 

on one hand, tried to resolve the disputes and, on the other hand, raised voice for the 

nations who were struggling for their socio-economic and political rights including 

self-determination movements across the world.  
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Conclusion 

The 6.83 billion population of the world comprises of 22% Muslims. Similarly, out of total 

149 million kilometer land of the planet earth, 24% land is occupied by the Muslims. The 

total numbers of countries which are members of OIC are 57. The population of these 57 

countries is around 1.5 billion. 

On the world map, the Muslim Kingdom stretches from Morocco which (North West Africa) 

towards Indonesia (South East Asia). It extends between Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific 

Ocean. The Muslim population is also found between Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean. 

The main ports of the world are also controlled by Muslim countries such as Bosporus and 

Melaka etc. Geographically, the importance of Muslim countries trading ports is unmatched 

as almost 60% of Mediterranean Sea is available to the Muslim countries, Moreover, the 

Muslims having the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf exclusively. It is further claimed that 2/3 of 

the world‘s oil is produced by Muslim countries. Subsequently, the Muslim population is also 

responsible for the mass production of world‘s cotton, tea and coffee etc in addition to large 

oil and gas production. Unluckily, despite all these positive facts, the Muslim influence on 

world politics is almost insignificant. But the question is: why is the picture so bleak? 

Historically speaking, the Muslim World has innumerable conflicts and disputes. The 

problem of Palestine exists long before the inception of Pakistan. After Israel was founded on 

May 14, 1948, an outbreak of violence erupted between Palestine's Arab and Jewish 

inhabitants, which ended in a war among Israel's state and neighboring Arab nation states 

(1948). This problem has negative repercussion for all the neighboring countries of Israel 

time and again. Another war was fought between them in 1967 for six days. And the same 

happened in 1973. The hostilities show its head time and again. Similarly, there were 

problems related with Burma against the colonial masters, the Japanese and British. And 

since Myanmar gained independence from the United Kingdom on 4
th

 of January 1948, there 

a struggle among the different strata of people in Myanmar i.e the military, the ethnic 

minorities, the democratic parties, etc. Moreover, Afghanistan has unfriendly relations with 

Pakistan since 1947. Both the countries blame each other for their internal interference.
 

The Suez Crisis (29 October 1956 – 7 November 1956) was also a dark episode of the 

Muslim history. The Arab-Israel war was fought on Suez Canal. Later on, France and The 

United Kingdom also became involved. In addition to that, the Kurd problem is very 

important as well. Kurd is a nation present in Iraq, Iran and Turkey. They claimed a separate 
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country for themselves. They are still fighting against the said countries for the said cause 

since long. Similarly, there is constant tension inside Yemen between the majority Sunni and 

minority Shia (Zaidis). The condition in the South Asia is not good as well. The arch rivals 

India (Hindu) and Pakistan (Muslim) have fought a bloody war in 1965. India could not keep 

itself aloof from the civil war in Pakistan in 1971. Moreover, a limited war, called Kargil war, 

fought over Kashmir in 1999 between them. Additionally, Al-Wadiah War (1969) was very 

unpleasant for the Muslim World. Al-Wadiah war was held between the People's Republic of 

South Yemen and Saudi Arabia. This war was fought on 27th November 1969. Many 

Muslims were perished in it. 

The Fort of Islam (Pakistan) was further divided into two states. Since 1947, Pakistan 

consisted of West Pakistan and East Pakistan, separated from the Indian Territory by 1000 

miles. But the East Pakistan turned into Bangladesh on December 16, 1971 after a civil war. 

Furthermore, Lebanon is a much divided country i.e. Christians, Druze, Muslims (Shia-

Sunni). There is constant struggle for power among the different communities. In the same 

vein, Libya and Egypt fought with each other on the status of their border in 1977. Similarly, 

Uganda and Tanzania fought a war over the demarcation of their borders in 1978-79. Then, 

there was the episode of the Grand Mosque seizure (1979). Between November and 

December 1979, the Grand Mosque at Mecca was seized after armed civilians called for the 

Saudi House's down rising. The mosque was liberated after a military operation. In the 

Middle East, the majority Syrian Sunni Islamists rose in rebellion against the minority but 

ruling Alawi Shia from 1976 to 1982. The focus then shifted to the South-West Asia, where 

the USSR invaded Afghanistan in December 1979 and the war continued till 1989. 

Meanwhile, Iraq was at war with Iran. The two neighboring countries killed thousands of 

each other during a war from 22 September, 1980 to 20 August, 1988. In the North Africa, 

the United States bombing of Libya (1986) took place while from 1989 to 1997, there was a 

civil war among the Liberians. Again in the Middle East, Iraq annexed Kuwait in 1990. This 

forced the US-led 35 nations‘ coalition to wage war against Iraq. 

The volatile Afghanistan was in the grip of civil war once again. After the USSR‘s 

withdrawal from Afghanistan, different faction of Afghans fought among themselves for 

political power between 1992 and 1996. This chaos and confusion resulted in the emergence 

of the Taliban. The Taliban got control on more the 90 per cent of Afghanistan with passage 

of time. Instead Afghanistan, the situation got worst in Tajikistan between 1992 to1997. 

Democratic reformers and Islamic extremists started the rebellion against the newly elected 
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president. In the Middle East, Osama bin Ladin led terrorist organization called Al Qaeda 

started its filthy operation in Yemen in 1998 and this organization is still present in the said 

country. 

Meanwhile, the incident plane collision with twin towers in New York took place on 

September 11, 2001. Al Qaeda planned this attack causing the USA to declare the global War 

on Terror. This war is still going on. On the edge of the Mediterranean, the Palestinians rose 

in revolt against the Israelis from 2000 to 2005. This was termed as Intifada which means the 

uprising. Moreover, after the 9/11 attacks the Taliban Government was overthrown by the 

NATO forces under the wake of War on Terror. The Taliban have been fighting for the grab 

of power since then. In Africa, in early 2003, in Darfur (Sudan), people started rebellion 

against the government. The rebels reported that the Sudanese government in Khartoum had 

suffered decades of political marginalization and economic failure from Darfur. Government 

forces responded and the fighting escalated. Furthermore, Saddam Hussein in Iraq was a 

constant trouble maker for the USA. The USA and the UK invaded Iraq in 2003 on the 

pretext that the Iraqi government possesses Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

Destabilizing powers appeared in two provinces of Pakistan at that time of history: 

Baluchistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The people of Baluchistan province have long been 

oppressed. Their revolt is supported by many foreign anti-Pakistan elements. In Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, the Pakistani factions of the Taliban are constantly fighting against the 

Pakistani forces and civilians. In the Middle East, Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon fought a 

bloody war in 2006. Once, a military confrontation between Fatah and Hamas was called the 

Battle of Gaza, also known as the declaration of Gaza by Hamas. This happened within 

Palestine. Similarly, a dispute broke out between Fatah al-Islam, a radical Islamist group and 

forced armed Lebanese in 2007.  

Furthermore, the emphasis turned to Africa, where Comoros; backed by African Union 

forces, invaded the island of Anjouan in an attempt to overthrow Mohamed Bacar's rebel 

leadership, which was pursuing independence from the Comoros. Furthermore, in Lebanon in 

2008, the Hezbollah was ordered to follow the orders of the Lebanese government. This 

caused great atmosphere of tension between the two. In the same year, a military conflict 

erupted in the Kufra territory of Libya. Afterwards, it was the turn of Gaza War (2008–09). 

The Israelis and Palestinians fought for three weeks in Gaza. Meanwhile, the situation 

became terrible in the horn of Africa. The civil war in Somalia which started in the 2009, and 
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is still going on, is mainly fought in southern and central Somalia. The dispute which began 

in start of 2009 was among the forces of Federal Government of Somalia, facilitated by 

African Union peacekeeping forces, and multiple extremist terrorist groups and factions. At 

the same time, the Yemenis became restless. In August 2009, Yemeni military action which 

was secretively named as Operation Scorched Earth was taken out in northern Saada 

Governorate. 

Now, the era of Arab Spring has begun in the Middle East and Africa. Because of Arab 

Spring the people of Libya toppled the age long dictatorship of Colonel Gaddafi in 2011. 

Moreover, the extremists residing in the Sinai region of Egypt rebelled and pledged loyalty to 

the Islamic State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL) in 2011. Furthermore, in the wake of Arab Spring 

the people of Syria rose in revolt against the Bashar Al Asad regime. The conflict is still 

going on and has split over to the neighboring countries. The different ethnic groups are still 

fighting each other in Sudan. The Sunnis alliance with Al Qaeda and Daesh (ISIS) became a 

constant headache for the government of Iraq in 2011. In the same vein, conditions 

deteriorated between Hamas and Israel in 2014. Rockets were fired from both sides between 

them. Moreover, the Houthis Shias rebelled against the government in Yemen in 2015. The 

Kurds in Iraq once again rebelled in 2017. Since the coming into power of the BJP in India, 

the relations between Pakistan and India are very tense. And, Israel launched rockets attacks 

against Hamas controlled Gaza in 2019. 

Being second to Indonesia, Pakistan has the largest number of Muslims in the world. 

Approximately, 97 per cent of Pakistanis are Muslim. It is a single Muslim nuclear power and 

very influential in world affairs. Pakistan wants worldwide peace-building, especially in the 

Muslim world. It has also protested against those nations that oppress. Pakistan has played an 

important role for the solution of conflicts and disputes in the Muslim World.    

Pakistan has never recognized Israel rather it has supported the Arabs in the 1948, 1967 and 

1973 wars. It has never supported the two states solution. Pakistan always advocates the 

peaceful resolution for the problem of Palestine. Pakistan, has also, supported the liberation 

of Libya from the colonial masters. It had cordial relation with King Idres and then with 

Colonel Gaddafi. Pakistan also supported the movement for independence of Somalia, 

Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria. Pakistan always has cordial relations with Egypt. It played 

important role at all forms to liberate the Egyptians from the Anglo-French imperialism. 

Nasser, Sadat and Mobarak considered Pakistan as reliable friend. The tensions in the Middle 
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East have always affected Pakistan. Pakistan played a neutral role in all the conflicts of 

Muslim countries in the region like Iran-Iraq, Saudia-Iran, etc. It always resisted morally and 

politically the transgressions of the Colonial masters in the region. Pakistan has friendly 

relations with Jordan since the time of King Hussein. It has always supported the cause of 

Jordon against Israel. Similarly, Pakistan has friendly relations with people and government 

of Syria. Hafiz Al Asad and his son Bashar are friends of Pakistan. It wants the peaceful 

solution to the ongoing war theatre in Syria. 

The Zaidi Shias and the Sunni government have always been at logger heads with each other 

in Yemen. Saudi Arabia gets involved on and off. Pakistan has always stressed the peaceful 

resolution of this problem. Moreover, the house of Saud is a very close ally of Pakistan. 

Pakistan has always pledged the security and stability of Saudi Arabia and a friend of Iraq. 

Being a member of Baghdad Pact, relations between the two countries worsened as Pakistan 

opposed Kuwait's Iraqi annexation to the Gulf War. Africa still counts. North Africa has 

many Muslim countries having strong friendly relations with Pakistan. Pakistan has also been 

in favor of Africa's decolonization.  

Pakistan always supported the Turkish claims on the Cyprus. It has true friends in the Far 

East in the shape of Indonesia and Malaysia. Pakistan also supports the stance of Azerbaijan 

on Nagorno Karabakh against Armenia. It has deep feelings of sorrow for the sufferings of 

the Indian Muslims and has raised his voice at all platforms to safeguard the rights of their 

brothers in India. With respect to the kashmir issue, Pakistan considers the occupied Kashmir 

as its part. It has waged wars with India on the already said issue. 

The USSR invaded Afghanistan in 1979. The Zia regime at that time sided with the USA to 

contain the USSR in Afghanistan. After a decade long struggle, the Soviets withdrew from 

Afghanistan. Pakistan then tried to strike a deal among the various factions of Afghanis. This 

effort, however, failed and out of the mess the Taliban emerged as victorious. Pakistan then 

supported the Taliban in the 1990s. Pakistan has supported the NATO-led coalition against 

Al Qaeda and the Taliban following the 9/11 incident. Currently, Pakistan wants peaceful 

resolution of the Afghan issue by stressing that war is not solution to the problem. 

Pakistan always strives for peace and opposes war and aggression. It has worked for peace 

not only in the Muslim countries but even in the non-Muslim countries. Pakistan is constantly 

working for world peace at the level of the United Nations (UN). It also contributed to UN 

peacekeeping missions such as Congo (August 1960 to May 1964), West New Guinea 
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(October 1962 - April 1963), Namibia (April 1989 to March 1990), Kuwait (December 1991 

to October 1993), Haiti (1993 to 1996), Cambodia (March 1992 to November 1993), Bosnia 

(March 1992 to February 1996), Somalia (March 1992 to February 1996), Rwanda (October 

1993-March 1996), Angola (February 1995 to June 1997), Eastern Slavonia (May 1996 – 

August 1997), Sierra Leone (October 1999 to December 2005), etc. 

Pakistan has relations with Saudi Arabia in terms of religion, politics, economics, defense, 

etc. Likewise, Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) remain in close ties as well. 

Pakistan supported the Arabs against the aggression of the Jews in the war of 1948, 1967 and 

1973. Moreover, Pakistan supported the USA backed peace efforts in Mogadishu (Somalia). 

Pakistan also contributed heavily to enhance defensive capabilities of Jordan. When the 

Grand Mosque was seized by the rebellions, Pakistan sent military contingent to quell the 

situation. Pakistan also supported the Joint Task Force. The Joint Task Force was a 

multinational coalition headed by the United States which had been approved by the United 

Nations. It operated in Somalia from 5 December, 1992 till 4 May 1993. It has also 

contributed to the UN Activity in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), a peacekeeping mission intended to 

promote the implementation of the Ivorian peace agreement signed in January 2003 (the end 

of the Ivorian civil war). Similarly, the Pakistani Navy was a major participant in the 150 

Joint Task Force, based in Bahrain, which was created to monitor, inspect and stop suspicious 

activities near the Horn of Africa. This task force consisted of warships from Italy, France, 

Germany, Pakistan, Canada, UK and the United States. The Pakistani admiral commanded 

one of them, too. 

Pakistan is always committed to the Kashmir related resolutions of the UN. And, Pakistan has 

always stressed the unity among the Muslims. It has always have the stance that the 57 

members bloc should focus on the unified social, political, economic, defense, etc., ventures 

so that the bloc look like the European Union. Because of the 1979 Havana Conference, 

Pakistan has been an influential member of the Non-Aligned Movement. This underscored 

the aloofness of major powers 'diplomacy. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 

was founded in China in 2001. It is a political, economic and defense corps. 

Pakistan is an active member of this organization since 2017 and is actively taking part in its 

activities for the uplift of the region. Malaysia has initiated the ASEAN initiative to include 

Pakistan in the ASEAN Regional Forum and has been endorsed by other Muslim members 

Indonesia and Brunei and other ASEAN members. While in the past India had objected to 
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Pakistan‘s entry into ARF, it went with the consensus decision to admit Pakistan as the 24
th

 

ARF member on 2nd July 2004 at an ARF Ministerial Meeting in Jakarta. Today, Pakistan 

has very close relations with all the ten ASEAN countries. Pakistan is determined to develop 

fruitful relations with all of the SAARC's eight countries, but the rivalry between India and 

Pakistan is a major obstacle to South Asia's success and development.  

Today the Muslim World is split between two blocs. The one group is led by Saudi Arabia, 

supported by Sunni countries. While, the other Group is led by Iran, supported by Shia 

countries. Iran is Pakistan‘s neighbor. As our eastern border with India and northwest with 

Afghanistan is not stable, Pakistan cannot afford to establish a new enemy in the southwest.  

Therefore, good friendly relations with Iran are our dire need. Going against Iran will bring 

sectarian violence in Pakistan as well as it will affect Pakistan‘s interest in Afghanistan. Iran 

has also offered us gas in the form of IPI (Iran Pakistan India) gas project. Pakistan also 

refused to join the Yemen war as it would have given sectarian color to its foreign policy. 

Besides, Iran has been very friendly with Pakistan since 1947. 

But, on the other hand, the Saudis are also our very close allies. They can remove any 

misunderstanding between Pakistan and the USA because of their close association with the 

latter. The Saudis also want to deter the Iranian nuclear bomb with that of Pakistan‘s bomb. 

Moreover, they are against the IPI project and in favor of TAPI (Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and India) gas project. In this way, Iran will be economically damaged. We cannot 

turn blind eye towards any of them. Pakistan supports both IPI and TAPI projects to make 

Iran and Saudi Arabia happy. When Raheel Sharif was appointed as the head of Islamic 

Counter-Terrorism Military Alliance by Saudi Arabia, Pakistan categorically said that it will 

only participate in the activities of the said alliance, if it is against terrorism and not against 

Iran. In a nutshell, Pakistan is neutral towards the rivalry of both the Muslim countries. 

Securing the National security is the topmost priority of Pakistan. In addition to this, Pakistan 

also wants economic prosperity. Islamic ideology and good relations with the Islamic world 

are the cornerstones of Pakistan's foreign policy. It always wants to have a friendly 

relationship with all its neighbors. The maintenance of peace, support for the Right of Self-

Determination, cooperation with the UN, and aloofness from big powers politics are the other 

key objectives of Pakistan's foreign policy.  
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Foreign policy of Pakistan is a joint venture with diverse circles. Executive troika consists of 

the Leader, Prime Minister, and Chief of Staff of Pakistan, which plays a very important part 

in the development of foreign policy. In formulating the foreign policy of Pakistan, the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, intelligence, political parties and pressure groups, the 

Parliament, etc also play a critical role. Pakistan began with the era of friendship with all 

(1947-53), and then it became aligned with the West against the spread of the Communism 

(1953-1963). Pakistan was forced to reconsider its strategy of cooperation with the West 

following the debacles of 1965 and 1971 with India (1963-72). Zulfikar Ali Bhutto adopted 

the policies of Bilateralism and non-alignment (1972-79). Once Again in the Afghan war 

(1979-88) Pakistan joined the cause of USA against the USSR. In the post-Cold War era 

(1990-2001) it lost importance in the eyes of big powers and it also became a nuclear power. 

Pakistan became big non-NATO ally of the US against the terrorists after 9/11.  

Today, the world is moving towards multi-polarity. Where China and Russia are posing as an 

alternate group to the USA. Currently, Pakistan is trying to gratefully USA as well as 

harboring good relations with China and Russia (CPEC).  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following few suggestions are provided for consideration in this connection:  

i. Pakistan should be neutral and act as a mediator between rival Islamic countries. So 

that better sense prevails and a chance is given to peace. 

ii. Pakistan should act as a soldier. Giving the high standards to the Pakistani military. it 

should train the defense forces of the Muslim countries. In this way, they can better 

defend themselves against any kind of aggression. 

iii. Pakistan should act as an economist. The financial acumen of Pakistani intelligentsia 

is very high. They can devise highly profitable economic ventures for the uplift of the 

under developed and developing Muslim countries.  

iv. Pakistan should act as a technology giver. In the fields of science and technology 

Pakistan is way ahead of other Muslim countries. It can shift this advancement to 

other Muslim countries if provided an opportunity. 

v. Pakistan should act as an educationist. Pakistan has produced numerous experts in 

nearly every walk of life. This could be very fruitful for the Muslim World if imbibed 

properly. 

vi. Pakistan should act as a researcher. No problem of the Muslim World is unsolvable. 

The Pakistani researchers have the capability to produce highly viable solution to any 

kind of problem. 

vii. Economic and social development is needed and must be the first priority of Pakistan 

and other Muslim states to resolve most of Muslim conflicts. 

viii. There is a need for much greater effort to clarify and project the real existence and 

causes of various ' local ' conflicts. It should not be permitted to tarnish these with the 

Al Qaeda knife.  

ix. The sectarian and ethnic tensions that would further weaken them individually and 

collectively must be resolved by Pakistan and Islamic States.  

x. Pakistan should clarify and direct the Islamic states that in the long term, external 

(non-Muslim) interference or involvement in a Muslim conflict is unlikely to be 

successful. The Muslim concerned parties would best be promoting solutions 

themselves.  
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xi. Pakistan should awaken the Islamic Conference (OIC) from its slumber to serve its 

prescribed role as the vehicle for Islamic cooperation. 

xii. Pakistan should conduct plebiscite in independent Kashmir (POK) under UN 

observers. This thing will increase moral and political pressure from world 

community on India.  

In sum, this brief narrative should convince everyone that Muslims are in a position to 

finance their defense measures. Setting of basic industries, heavy machinery complexes, 

armament factories and even development of nuclear energy for peaceful purpose is 

financially possible. Pakistan possesses the requisite technical know-how and a well oriented 

military. It is up to the affluent Arab World to finance Pakistan attain the requisite status in 

the field of science and technology and equip its Armed Forces on most modern lines. 

Pakistan is passing through the most crucial period of its existence and call of the hour is that 

the Muslim World should generously finance all projects which could ensure a viable status 

for Pakistan in the community of nations. And conversely, Pakistan will work for the uplift of 

the whole Muslim World. 
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