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ABSTRACT
The present study aim was to highlighting the various factors causing the
institutional intra-faith disintegration and its revival to social reintegration in district
Hangu-Pakistan. The study proceeded with a sound conceptual framework comprised
of independent variables i.e. “religious disparities, administrative failure, power
politics, post Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement, racial differentials and
economic disparity” and dependent variable i.e. “social reintegration” by passing these
through a sound statistical operationalization i.e. chi square and factor analysis
respectively. A sample size of 306 representing all leading categories of the study was
chosen on stratified random sampling procedure to ensure the true representation of the
masses living in the study area. The study disclosed that religious disparities,
administrative failure, power politics, post Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement
and racial differentials along with economic disparity had strong and significant
relationship with disintegration as causative factors and had been identified as catalyst
towards the social reintegration provided both literate and illiterate are taken into
consideration for their involvement in the reintegration process while restructuring the
administrative state of the area as pointed out by the literate respondents. Moreover,
power politics was found to be another arena highly deteriorated in the post-Afghan
war and had the potential to be brought back to reintegration, once the foreign
involvement is checked and eliminated with iron hand by taking into confidence the
race based affiliated people while redressing the economic disparity. Moreover, income
was found yet another variable had a compounded relationship with reintegration
provided religious disparities taken as constant while focusing on low, medium and
high income group. Moreover, administrative failure in high and low income group
could be addressed provided low and high income group focused on vibrating them
towards social reintegration. Power politics was explored as another area of interest and
a ray of hope to be used as catalyst in effect, while all medium groups are taken on
board towards social reintegration by addressing the after effects of Afghan war
scenario with special reference to low and higher income group restriction of the
foreign involvement on the basis of sect regards the aforementioned categories
respectively. It was further elaborated from the study findings that racial differentials
and economic disparity were closely associated with social reintegration provided
medium and high income group in the racial category and medium in economic
disparity are taken into account. Sect yet another control variable illustrated that Shia
and Sunni had a consensus towards social reintegration and termed as the religious
disparity as causative factor of disintegration along with power politics, while
addressing the foreign involvement and post-Afghan war scenario for Sunni group. The
racial differential was captured as determining factor towards social reintegration once
vi

Shia sect addressed with their relative social exclusion by mainstreaming them into the
economic activities of the area without any consideration on sect basis. The study
further advances its findings while working out the factor analysis on both Exploratory
Factor Analysis (EFA) and Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) and came up with
outcomes that exploratory conceded the outcome mentioned above while confirmatory
factor analysis was avoided as the responses from both sects had a vivid disparity in
their responses. The study concluded that religious disparities prevailed in the area in
light of the administrative failure to curb sect based division due to the struggle for
power to attain under the pathetic approach of the incumbent government as postAfghan war scenario emerged in the shape of foreign involvement by dividing the
society on racial and sect based fragmentation. The study recommended that the
government should take initiatives by indulging all the stakeholders for greater social
inclusion in the study arena, allowing both sects for participation in the common values
under the ambit of Islam. Furthermore, a comprehensive package of establishing a
cottage industry with a special quota for the locals both in employment would certainly
change the existing dynamics of war and terror into social reintegration, although all
the sect based leaders should be taken into confidence while inculcating them the
notion of generating a scenario of enlightenment and harmonious ideology. The state of
Pakistan should also take-up the events of such interferences with the foreign forces on
diplomatic fronts as well. A policy of non-interference by the state of Pakistan needs to
be designed and communicated accordingly to all involving forces with particular
reference to the neighboring states.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Religion is defined as boosting confidence or trust in a particular system
of beliefs and practices (Plantinga, 2000; and Boa, 2006) or a unified system of beliefs
and practices related to sacred things that unite believers into a moral community
(Durkheim, 1915). The division of religion into various sects with a slighter difference
from one another in terms of beliefs and practices with a major religion is called
sect/sectarian. Sectarianism is a system of destructive, misleading expression of human
needs with specific forces on belonging identity in freedom of expression albeit based
on attitude, action, and belief contrary to existing social structure (Waseem et al., 2010;
and Liechty & Clegg, 2011) and also adopting the shape of religious dogma (Weber et
al., 1958); As rightly defined by Cairns et al. (2006) that it is a group business on a
person affiliation to any particular with major religious control on the existing schema
in a region. It is often stemmed out of bigotry disdain and discrimination either based
on the paradigm of superiority, inferiority or a rigid division of system on marked
fissures of religious dogma (Roberts, 2017). Religious sociologists have unearthed
various level of similarities and contradictions with its relative revival for the purpose
of development of sects and their respective mainstreaming with the existing social
order (Johnson, 1959; and Wilson, 1959). Every religion has some sort of bifurcating
alterations with impure to a situation not event based on demands and has been passed
through the process of transformation which further divided it into several cults/
groups/ sects. Such as Christianity into Catholic and Protestants followed by Hinduism
with four main divisions followed by Judaism into three denominations and followed
by Islam in two main sects.

1.1

Christianity
Christianity an Abrahamic monotheistic religion is characterized by the life and

teaching of Jesus, known by Christian as the Christ, is one of the leading religions
amongst other divine faiths, constituting 31.4% of the total population on the earth.
Christianity witnessed theological and ecclesiological disputes which resulted in
schisms, with many distinct denominations. Many branches/sects of Christianity are the
Catholic Church, Protestantism, the Eastern, Orthodox Church, and Oriental
Orthodoxy. All these are divided based on an approach to the main religion
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(Christianity) and is the outcome of the differences towards the main faith. All these
differences have some visible manifestations with the passage of time and the
occurrence of events. These events had not only brought for the first time but also a
major cause of differentiation with slighter and major deviation from the actual
harmony (Woodhead, 2004; Pew Research Center, 2015; and Kimbrough, 2005).

1.2

Hinduism
Hinduism is the other main religion with a third largest position amongst the

other religion in the world. It is the world's oldest religion with four major sects like
Vaishnavism (Vishnu), Shaivism (Shiva), Shaktism (Devi), and Smartism. Although
enjoy the oldest status as religious harmony, its division into four main branches, has
diversified its followers with distinct culture having a particular degree of variations
from the major faith (Kurien, 2006; Pew Research Center, 2012a; and Lipner, 2009).

1.3

Judaism
Judaism‟s as a school of thought with a marked code of life although, having

limited number existed on the map of the world with just a single state i.e. Israel.
Moreover, the other major concentration of this religion is found in America with 5.7
million, spread over to even North America. Moreover, its history of four thousand
years, however it is the oldest religion amongst the world umbrella of religions. The
major denominations associated to it are Orthodox Jews, being highly traditional in the
ways of life followed by Reform and Conservative Judaism with some minor
representation in the shape of certain sects as well (Macionis, 2011; and Grim & Masci,
2008).

1.4

Islam
Islam as a religion, the most vibrant, latent with a divine commitment as devoid

of any alteration has also passed through a transformation in the shapes of the
emergence of different sects. However, the main philosophy as religion, remained the
same, as followers of every sect have the same symbols, rituals, worshiping, etc., and
any deviation is met with strong negative social action as religious taboo tantamount to
the death sentence. As a religion, it has two main sects Shia and Sunni. All these are
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those who are following Islam as a whole constitutes the Sunni. However, those who
showed their allegiance to Hazrat Ali, the son in law of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W)
constitute the Shia (Feenberg, 1983).

The division of religion based on section

(Wilson, 1982) is not a new dynamic in the history of mankind. It has been concluded
to be a part of every society and religion, however, with variations in its sharpest
manifestation. The development of such sectarianism could be attributed to the
emergence of extremism in behavior based on attachment and loyalty with major
intentions of capturing the power, conspicuously focusing on economic and political
paradigms (Megrick, 2003). Chan and Chan (2006) have explored the drastic effects of
the development of sectarianism to be the destabilization of the prevalent social order.
It mostly destroys the very basis and foundation of the society, once conceived to be
highly comprehensive in terms of social interaction and social equilibrium. The
prevalence of social cohesion ensures an orderly and stable social system where
citizens and followers of religion report trust and confidence with regards to
deliverance from the state and other social institutions (Larsen, 2013). Islam declares
equality amongst all Muslims in particular and humanity in general. It has no
consideration of inclinations based on creed, race, and color rather dead to be weighed
before Allah. Any righteous person is the most notable before Allah (Al Quran, 49:13).
Islam as religion and code of life dictates tolerance and understanding which are the
basis of harmony and integration (Fadl, 2001). With zero tolerance for intolerance as it
results in death, violence, and genocide based on tolerance (Pye et al., 2012). Islam as a
religion divides humanity into two main categories i.e. believers and non-believers.
Non-believers are either polytheists, etc., but believing in other forces than Allah
(Fadzil, 2011). Every Muslim society has designed and devised policies in light of
religious thoughts for the sole purpose of bringing social cohesion and integration to
the relative societies to enjoy a congenial socially working environment amongst
believers of different schools of thought. Such an instance could be referred to
Malaysia which designed and implemented an economic, National Unity Policy and
National Education Policy in times. This doctrine of a comprehensive societal
integration to address and resolve any ethnic-based division and uprising (Abidin,
2010; and Talib & Sarjit, 2012) is meant for social reintegration.
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1.5

Asian scenario
Cultural and religious based class and caste system is quite rigid and deep

rooted in Asian societies. There is clear distinction in religious groups i.e. Muslim,
Hindu and Sikh etc. and different sects and cults within same religion i.e. Sunni and
Shia sects in Muslims and Brahman, Chatri, Wesh and Shudar in Hindus (Jenne, 2010;
and Varshney, 2003). It is worth to mentioning that almost every society, including the
Arabs are highly characterized on identities of people with relation to their affiliation to
any religious sect. However, the prevalence of such dynamics are hard and vivid in the
Arab world (Cammett, 2019; and Cairns et al., 2006); with no exception to even
Christianity as divided into Orthodox and Catholic respectively. Shah (2014) has also
mentioned with reference to south Asian societies with vivid classification on the basis
of their rigid division with relation to religious schools, albeit with contradictory trait
either to intra-religion or inter religion respectively.

1.6

Pakistan’s scenario
The social and cultural dividends are repeatedly represented in the form of Shia

and Sunni division of the social order, though mostly silent in other Asian countries
although in existence. The Muslim diaspora is highly divided into different religious
sects, cults and denominations, however still the reforms introduced in the united India
had met all the stake holders demands with greater aplomb (Blank, 2001). Taking the
case of Pakistan its constitution is enriched with Islamic values and enshrinements have
been taken from time to time in the shape of different amendments (Binder, 1962;
Ahmad, 1972; Abbott, 1968; Ahmad, 1990; and Ahmad, 1998).
Pakistan has witnessed some severe and blatant violations of the right to
practice religion. It included the social, political, and economic deprivation of
minorities. Furthermore, it is also aggravated with prejudiced school curricula by
pushing aside the minority information over their religions, albeit supporting the
extremist organization, philosophy of hatred, and marginalization. This has led to the
emergence of issues between members of various Islamic sects. The most significantly
affected are the relationships between Shia and Sunna respectively (Yusuf, 2012).
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Pakistan as a state and nation yet again divided into Shia and Sunni
representation of 15:85 in the total population, however, within Sunni sect Barelvis,
Ahle Hadith, Deobandis and revivalist with a ratio of 15 and 20 percent of the total
population are highly orthodox. This approach has always resulted in a fearful
environment of clashes leading to the property and human losses (International Crisis
Group, 2005; Crisis Group Asia Report, 2002; Shah, 2014; and Yusuf, 2012).
The rise to religious insurgency based on intra-faith differences has led Pakistan
to a grim reality of social order with fissures. The vary fabrics are not only shattered
rather led to a huge human and property loss as well, as shown in Table 1.1 and 1.2
respectively.
Table 1.1
Year

Explaining the total human losses in the result of sectarian violence
in Pakistan: 1989-2015
Incidents
Killed
Injured

1989-2015

2976

5037

9643

(Mahsood and Muhammad, 2017)
Human loss stood at 5037 due to bomb blast, suicide, and target killing, besides
leaving injured with a figure of 9643 persons due to sectarian violence in Pakistan in
the arena of 1989-2015 (Mahsood and Muhammad, 2017). However, on September 28th
2005, BBC news reported 4000 fatalities in Pakistan since 25 years in sectarian warfare
(Ahmar, 2008).
Table 1.2

Property loss

Period

1980-2006

Nature of loss
Vehicles
damaged
250

Cash

Shops

30 million
(Approximately)

390

Total
Shops +Vehicles
640

(Rauf and Ullah, 2013)
Getting down to explaining the fore mentioned phenomena to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa with a specific focus on the study area. It was found that sectarian
harmony remained always at stake. This situation has led to the widespread destruction
of houses, schools, and property. Moreover, the area has also witnessed the worst
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sectarian clashes, which resulted in a huge human loss, besides an in bulk movement of
the population as forced migration. The data showed that three major clashes occurred
during 1982, 1996 and 2007 which left a huge number of human losses figuring almost,
1537 dead followed by 2500 injured from both sects i.e. Shia and Sunni (Begum, 2012;
and Munir, 2011).

1.7

The theoretical framework of the study
Several sociologists Maksim (2016), Messner and Rosenfeld (1994), and Emile

Durkheim, etc. have put forward their theses while focusing on societal disintegration.
They have mostly focused on the institutional imbalance, power struggle, and missing
links in coordination, forced division of labor as the resultant factors of social
disintegration (Turner, 1981). The present research endeavor is an attempt to explain
the phenomena at hand while drawing from the work of three scholars in general.
Moreover, efforts would be made to proceed by highlighting the institutional
dysfunctionalism as a cause of disintegration through the googles of religious
perspectives. Talcott Parsons (1937, 1964, 1965a) with his arguments about “Religion
and value consensus” has concentrated on explaining the human behaviors under the
garb of the prevalent social norms, cultural practices along with religious traits as the
directing/controlling tools of human behavior with anticipated prediction. The study at
hand would proceed under the analogy of Talcott Parsons (1937; 1964 and 1965a)
would highlight the major outcomes with some fresh methodology for application in
letter and spirit. Taking the lead from the aforementioned perspectives by bringing into
account the work of Mark Juergensmeyer‟s (1993 and 2008) “Fundamentalism Theory
and Violence” explained in the purview of Hungtington (1996) “The Clash of
Civilization” this study has been proceeded with major conceptual framework (Gregg,
2014).

1.8

Justification of the study
The arguments to put forward for considerations on part of the scholars is to

explore the very reason for such large scale mass destruction embodied with the influx
of Afghan refugees to the area and some other actions based on religious fueling which
provide basis to study the issue from the sociological viewpoint. Moreover, it could
also contribute to get back on tracing the roots of a harmonious future by analyzing the
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existing nature of fissures in social order to protect the life and property of the local
inhabitants.
To come up with exploring the true causes and suggesting some remedial
measures, the present study was designed with the following research questions to find
a solution in the shadow of the objectives mentioned below.

1.9

Research Questions
1)

Whether intra-faith harmony was in place since long, had any
corresponding relationship to influx of Afghan refugees into the area.

2)

Whether the blood relationship existed between these two sects failed to
stop fueling of such intra-faith infighting.

3)

Whether any social dilemma based on social integration between these
two sects was vague which led to such deep social fissure.

4)

Whether any remedial paradigm could be explored, which could work
towards social reintegration by bringing back harmony to the war-torn
social order.

1.10 Objectives
1)

To explore the socio-economic and demographic profile of the
respondents.

2)

To know about the institutional dynamics of social disintegration.

3)

To explore the measure of social reintegration by assessing the
respondents‟ perception.

4)

To measure the relationships between factors of disintegration and social
reintegration.

5)

To present policy recommendations in the light of the study.
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II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE
2.1

Historical origination and review of sectarianism
In Muslim history, various groups had ascended because of the enlightenment,

which was made to comprehend the tenet of the orders of Allah and his last Messenger
Prophet Muhammad PBUH (Abbas, 2010). In the Muslim community, the first-ever
dispute had sparked out, soon after the demise of Hazrat Muhammad PBUH in 632 AD,
and it was about to withhold the office of Caliph, and the Arab tribes were riven over
who should hold the political and religious office of the Muslim community. One
faction buoyed the candidacy of Hazrat Abu Bakr, a close companion of the Prophet
Muhammad PBUH, arguing that consent of the early Muslim community would grip
sway over religious and political matters. However, another faction believed that
Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Talib, cousin and son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad PBUH, would
be the seemingly religious and political successor of the Muslim community. While
similar controversy sustained over the second and third caliph i.e. Hazrat Umar and
Hazrat Usman as well. Vigorously these political differences turned into religious
disputes, soon after the battles of Jamal and Safeen were fought, and these disputes led
to the advent of various sects in Muslim history. Similarly, Kharijites were considered
to be the first-ever sect of Muslims, and they were supporters and descendants of
Hazrat Ali until the battle of Safeen that had been fought. Throughout history, the
Sunni sect was remained a majority in the Muslim world, while Shias stayed as
minorities in the regions of Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Iran, and Iraq (Bumberg, 2008;
Ahmed, 2011; Rafiq, 2014; Afzal, 2012; and Madelung, 1996).
In the contemporary environment, societies of South Asia were confronted with
religio-sectarian

violence,

ethnicity,

radicalization,

communalism,

and

even

regionalism (Javaid, 2011). In South Asia, history of sectarian warfare and ethnicity
might be outlined and scrutinized throughout three different ages, primarily Muslim
rule, British Raj and postcolonial scenario. Throughout the Muslim supremacy, there
weren‟t only disputes amongst reigning elites on political bases but also religious strife
amid various sects of Muslim society prevailed. While during the Sultanate rule (12061526) in the sub-continent they practiced the Hanafi code of law. However, the first
Shia in the sub-continent had origination from the Arab region, and in the 9th century,
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they were settled in the Sindh region of the sub-continent. But since the 13th to 15th
century, Shias were vigorously influenced in numerous independent minor states and
regions in the entire sub-continent, including regions of Delhi, Malwa, Kashmir,
Jaunpur, Bengal, Carnatic, Deccan, and Gujrat (Iqbal, 2003; Malkani, 1984; and
Schimmel, 1980). In the early 16th century, the beginning of the Mughal empire in the
Indo-Pak sub-continent, Muslim elites were commonly either Shias Persian nobles or
Afghan Sunnis, along with less influential Indian Muslim converts (Richards, 1996).
Globally, among the 1.6 billion Muslim population, approximately there are 85%
Sunnis and 15% Shias respectively. However, in the Mideast countries, Egypt (Sunni)
and Iran (Shia) are the largest populations of Muslims. While countries with the utmost
proportion of Sunnis in their total populations are Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan,
having up to 90% of the total population. Although there are also ample majority of
Sunnis population in the countries of Qatar, United Arab Emirates (UAE), territories of
Palestine, Turkey, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, while a slight majority in Syria, Kuwait,
and Yemen as well (BBC News, 2013; and Pew Research Center, 2009).

2.2

Birth of sectarianism in Pakistan
In Pakistan, sectarianism wasn‟t a new phenomenon, sectarian outfits were the

major causative factors that triggered and exploited sectarian tendencies in the region.
Initially, an all parties Shia conference was arranged to protect the interests of the
Shiite community in the state. While it was followed by another imperative
organization “Idara-e-Tahafuz-e-Haquq-e-Shia”, which was established in 1953 as
well. Yet sectarian strife wasn‟t the main issue at that time. There was confrontation on
the processions of mourning and Muharram, amid Sunni and Shias. In this regard, the
first ever incident happened at Lahore against Ahmadi's riots in 1953 due to this
haphazard event, the first limited martial law was imposed in Lahore. For instance,
during Ayub Khan's reign in 1963, in Muharram another anti-Shia riots took placed in
district Khairpur Sindh, but the government authorities and religious clerics
overwhelmed the crisis through dialogue. In 1974, Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
tabled a bill of Tehreek-e-Khatm-e-Nubuwwat into the parliament with the second
amendment of the declaration of the Ahmadi community as non-Muslim. Since the
1980s Islamabad had faced new waves of militancy, religious extremism, and sectarian
warfare which further established the culture of violence and radicalized the whole
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region of Pakistan (Abbas, 2002; Majeed & Hashmi, 2014; Rafiq, 2014b; and
International Crises Group, 2005).

2.3

Religious disparities
In Islamic notions, “Religion” and “State” have been two adjacent entities; and

any state having Islamic virtues must have been a religious recognition as well as in
their institutions respectively (Khalid, 2008). Particularly, Islam as a religion preaches
equivalence and impartiality for all citizens irrespective of their caste and creed, also
Islam is absolutely against the sects based dissection in the Muslim community across
the globe (Gause, 2014). Similarly, Allah says in the Holy Quran “The believers are
nothing else than brothers (in Islamic religion), so make peace and reconciliation
between your brothers and fear Allah, that you may receive mercy” (The Holy Quran,
49:10). “And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell to abide
therein; and The Wrath and the Curse of Allah are upon him and a great punishment is
prepared for him” (The Holy Quran, 4:93). Being a Muslim and staunch follower of
Islam, it‟s agonizing that Islam had been fragmented into sect‟s due to proxy war and
power politics of gulf Arabic countries, which provided a path to western countries and
media to venture Islam as a religion of extremism and violence and even professed to
be coercive with human rights especially women rights and minorities rights violation.
Whenever in any part of the world, an act of violence is taken place, without evidence
they directly blamed the Muslims. But realistically, the Holy Quran and Sunnah of
Muhammad (P.B.U.H), presented a vivacious image of Islam from their practical
actions, and it cannot be found any verse of the Holy Quran that split humanity on a
sect basis or upheld violence against humanity (Rana, 2011).
Sectarianism is not a perpetual fight on religious or dogmas differences but this
phenomenon was a more reflection of centuries of identity politics being played out by
international actors between sects to hold a stake in their respective region (FaroukAlli, 2014; Nasr, 2007; and Armstrong, 2002). Cynical usage of Islam for political,
military, and geostrategic drives powered an intensified sectarian competition in the
whole region. During the Afghan civil war, Pakistani prominent Islamic parties,
amassed immense financial motives weapons, and trained fighters. While they also
accessed the international market and developed their transnational links with militant

10

outfits. Such enticements resulted in the multiplication of religio-political parties on the
tag of religion. Ostensibly, for twenty years, there had been the global revitalization of
religion, where numerous conservative drives had tried to proclaim their identity and
pursue political relevance and power by fabricating menace from other religions
(International Crises Group, 2005; and Vlas, 2010).
In the Middle East, government instability and oppression have amplified the
importance of sectarian identity, for meeting their political means, local and foreign
actors deliberately and invariably triggered sectarian violence in the region. While these
“sectarian entrepreneurs” have effectively deployed latent religious identities to chop
society along with communal lines that could be controlled easily (Dodge, 2014). Sunni
vs. Shia conflict in Iraq and Syria as case studies, explicit non-religious elements
motivated and aggravated sectarianism. Rather, a topical establishment and growing
appeal of transnational radical and extremist groups, few of them having direct support
from the sect based state actors while some of them are without, have further
augmented sectarian strife in the region, and these groups espoused deeply sect based
ideologies and dogmas under the shadow of self-explanatory interpretation of the Holy
Quran. Although, these are worrisome tendencies, as sectarian violence is being
progressively politicized around the major theological variances between the Sunnis
and the Shias, thus making resolution of this strife more difficult than before.
Respectively, it has been divulged that sectarianism is a multifarious political
phenomenon molded more by social, political, economic, and other practical
considerations than by theological disagreements or religious animosity as well
(Robinson et al., 2018).
Pakistan has struggled with the apt role for Islam in the region (Newberg, 1995;
and Maluka, 1995), but sectarian strife confines one's freedom (Gause, 2014) due to a
lack of tolerance and forgiveness for others sect based groups. The basic tenet of Islam
is negated, while today‟s Muslims are depicting a vengeful Islam, as well as their used
languages are harsh and menacing. There is no wonder that sectarianism has
significantly smashed the image of Islam (Sial, 2011).
Correspondingly, several regimes including civilian and military have deployed
Islam for local political drives and foreign policy goals, both leaders have enforced or
endeavored to enforce „„Islamization‟‟ to shore up fragile and controlled government as
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well appeal to generous Gulf State patrons, or to mitigate ethnic pressures by calling for
national integrity around Sunni Islam to get their anticipated objectives (Qadeer, 2005;
Nasr, 2001; and Rizvi, 2000). Islamic resurgence didn‟t emanate from Iran, a resultant
outcome of socio-religious and political revolution or Russian invasion of Afghanistan
in 1979, albeit in the wake of a military coup, later sponsored and manipulated
numerous legal and institutional changes in the name of "Islamization" respectively.
Shortly, it was politicized, dialogized, and amplified usage of Islamic symbolism which
has been legitimized at the level of the political act that defined the expansion of
Islamic virtues in the 1980s (Ahmad, 1998; and Ahmad, 1999), which was enacted by
General Zia in the form of Hudood Ordinances, in which physical punishments
(whipping, stoning, amputation) for a variety of sex-related crimes, theft of property,
possession of drugs and alcohol among other transgressions had been prescribed (Rizvi,
2000).
After the 9/11 incident, die-hard Sunni sectarian outfits congregated under the
umbrella of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Al-Qaeda (Rehman, 2012) and
these militant groups comprised of Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP), Jundullah, Lashkare-Jhangavi (LeJ), Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami (HUJI), JeD, JeM, ASWJ, etc. had common
objectives, ideology, and channels, while they consider all other sects as infidels
(Siddiqa, 2011). Moreover, they also targeted religious minorities, including Hindus
and Christians, as well as Ahmadis, Barelvis, and Shias, because these radical groups
don‟t cogitate them to be Muslims. Ominously, enormous influential clerics, talk show
hosts, and general masses portraying and defending interpretations of this radical
mindset (Husain, 2008a; Tanveer, 2014; and Ispahani, 2013). Resultantly, since 1989
more than 5000 Pakistanis were killed in sectarian violence, while the majority of the
assassinated were Shiites (Raza, 2015). Furthermore, both sects based groups i.e.
Sunnis and Shias have ordered themselves as political parties, the former as the Jamiatul-Ulema-e-Islam (JUI) and Sipah-e-Sahaba-e-Pakistan (SSP) and the latter as Tehrik
Nafaz Fiqah Jafria (TNFJ) and Sipah-e-Muhammad Pakistan SMP. The political
influence of each is much more restricted than their sectarian following (Alvi, 1988).
Since the last 15 years, Pakistan had debarred 212 militant outfits, including foreign
terrorist organizations (Gishkori, 2015; and Raza, 2015), most of them were inactive or
had re-titled their groups in the hope of eluding the tag of illegality and to refurbish
their seized assets (Rashid, 2016). Numerous of them molded a seamless web of anti-
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state groups, still cooperating in joint operations and also sympathetic to the Tehreek-eTaliban Pakistan (TTP), which carried out many attacks in Pakistan (Weinbaum, 2017).
Historically, Muslims had a holistic vision of education, which was imparted
without discrimination of any sort of secular or religious knowledge, by a singular
educational system called “madrassa” in all Muslim societies (Butt, 2012). For
centuries, these madrassas played a vital role in serving society and the state (Talbani,
1996). For society, it has been instrumental in sustaining, preserving, and transmitting
Islamic traditions and practices. While the tradition of Islamic learning acted as core
content in preserving Islamic culture, sustained ideological goals brought social control
in society (Noor et al., 2008) they also produced many prominent scholars, clerics, and
key experts in numerous fields (Rehman, 2004a).
Educational institutions across the globe have been involved in proliferation,
selective dissemination, and social arrogation of the discourse (Ball, 1990). In the same
line, the ruling elite in Muslim states have been vigorously engaged with their official
tasks in religious institutions, like recruitment of students, appointments of teachers and
orientation of curriculum in the respective institutions to propagate appropriate values
and overcome disruptive norms (Nashabi, 1980). These sanctified religious institutions
of Islamic learning were projected as a political entity, rather than socio-religious
erudite entity (Bano, 2007) utilizing as training campsite to control the government,
coerce them by molded proxies, and to seek political legitimization, thus their eminence
was questioned and misperceived (Park and Niyozov, 2008). This muddle was elevated
by multiple factors, like sensational propaganda of Western media, unscientific
research based on anecdotal accounts and inspective journalism respectively (Ali, 2005;
and Ali, 2009a).
In Pakistan, religious institutions had existed for centuries. Its educational and
societal roles had never been debatable (Anzar, 2003), but for the last twenty years,
particularly after the 9/11 incident, these institutions gained salience and prominence
(Ali, 2005 and Bano, 2007). Rathore (2015) also divulged that militancy from these
seminaries didn‟t arise on its own, but was quite disseminated via extraneous forces,
specifically from the late 1970. Since 1979, the Iranian revolution and Afghan war,
Sunni seminaries were made blatantly militarized, reflected to be incubators of
religious extremism and sectarianism in Pakistan. Meanwhile in the 1990s, these
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seminaries got connected with militant outfits, which played a perilous role in waging
jihad in Kashmir and fanned the fire of sectarianism in Pakistan outside they also
recruited fighters for the Afghan war (International Crisis Group, 2002; International
Crisis Group, 2005; Rana and Ansari, 2004; Witter, 2007 and Rathore, 2015). For
instance, Fair (2008) exposed the direct linkage between seminaries and militancy.
They produced enormous students who were likely pushed back into militancy and
extremism. Moreover, these religious institutions were often charged for indirectly
inculcating violent means (Abdullah, 2015), allied with extremist outfits, and provided
them sanctuaries (Azeem, 2015), based on political affiliation as well (Rana, 2009).
According to Pakistan‟s Ministry of Religious Affairs, there were more than
18,000 registered seminaries in 2011 (The Express Tribune, 2011), mostly were
running on a sectarian basis with funding from Saudi and Iran. In the 1980s, the web of
Deobandi seminaries expanded most rapidly. In 2002, total registered seminaries were
10,000, of which 7,000 were Deobandi, 1,585 Barelvi and only 419 were of Shias
(Rahman, 2008). Coulson (2004) noted that the number of seminaries in Pakistan have
ranged from 7,500 to 10,000, in which the number of students enrolled has been
estimated as under one million to 1.7 million. Likewise, Looney (2003) affirmed
20000, Stern (2000) and Singer (2001) projected nearby fifty thousand (50000)
seminaries in Pakistan, where more than two million students are studying there
(Ijazulhaq, 2007). In 2001, 250,000 students attended 2715 madrassas only in Punjab
respectively (Abbas, 2011).
Financial patronage was one of the premier means of state to take control of
these religious institutions and religious clerics, and then to grip masses through
seminaries and scholars respectively (Maqdisi, 1961). In this regard, these religious
institutions were also a source of legitimized and structured power in society (Noor et
al., 2008). Consequently, in 2013-14, almost 12 countries provided approximately 300
million rupees to 80 seminaries in Pakistan. Often, other institutions or individuals from
abroad also sent funds to seminaries through various channels, without any consistent
check and balance (Rathore, 2015). National Action Plan (NAP) endeavored to
overwhelm any breaches in financial protocols. The Foreign Office in Pakistan had
avowed that funding by individuals or private organizations to any sort of entities over
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informal channels, would be brought under tighter scrutiny to choke off any possibility
of funding terrorism and terrorist organizations (Wasim and Syed, 2015).
Debate on the role of seminaries is multidimensional. It has been argued that
linking religious institutions with terrorism or religious militancy is a political game
(Bergen and Pandey, 2006) as well as a muddle shaped through propaganda drive
against these Islamic seminaries (Khalid, 2008). A cluster of scholars understood that
Islamic seminaries as jihad factories having less to do with education and with political
indoctrination; but are rather incubators of Muslim terrorists and extremists; origination
of conventional violent ideologies, and last but not the least a security menace to the
modern world (Khokhar, 2007; Puri, 2010; Stern, 2000; Singer, 2001; International
Crisis Group, 2002; International Crisis Group, 2007; Alexiev, 2003; Doumato, 2003;
Loony, 2003; Coulson, 2004; Fandy, 2007; Fair, 2008; Fair et al., 2016; Ali, 2009b;
Imtiaz, 2011; Noor et al., 2008; and Kazmi and Pervez, 2011). Likewise, Nasr (2000a)
divulged that in Pakistan these seminaries had positively contributed to fueling
militancy and religious extremism by fabricating the generation of contemporary selfstyled Jihadists. Similarly, terrorist outfits attracted volunteers by the provision of
social services and cash & kind, whereas they also provided limited education and food
for their recruitments. This noticeably implied that the provision of better social
services by the state could be easily mitigated terrorism and sectarian violence (Ahmed,
2011; Nasr, 2000b; Rashid, 2008; and Berman and Laitin, 2008). Contrary, several
studies had revealed a positive association between religiosity and pro-social behavior
of individuals in society (Ahmad, 2009; Tan and Vogal, 2008; Johansson‐Stenman et
al., 2009; Ruffle and Sosis, 2006; and Randolph-Seng & Nielsen, 2007), offering
counseling amenities on several domains of life, i.e. marriage, divorce, inheritance
disputes, etc. (International Crisis Group, 2002; and Ali et al., 2005). In this regard, it
had been revealed that all the prominent terrorists in the world were high profile
peoples, like doctors, engineer‟s, economists, and many of them were graduates from
military institutes, although none of them were qualified from religious institutions
(Bergen and Pandey, 2006).
Lack of eloquent reforms in seminaries was marked by an inadequate effort to
mend their deteriorated system of education, which had radicalized enormous numbers
of young people. It also failed to equip them with acquired contemporary skills for the
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modern economy (Crisis Group Asia Report, 2004). Moreover, Rahman (2008) also
divulged that their current curriculum was worthless, which darkened the economic
future of its graduates, and they became an economic burden on society. It had been
revealed that the blend of economic constraints and radical socialization resulted from
the vulnerability of these religious institution graduates for adventurism in religious
extremism and radicalization (Imtiaz, 2011). That‟s why poverty and religious
background were two probable factors for joining seminaries by certain students as
concluded by Zakar (2001) and Nelson (2006) respectively.

2.4

Administrative failure to curb sectarianism
In the Middle East, government and administrative subjugation had played a

substantial role in crafting sect-based grievances. As repressive governments and
paralyzed administrative bodies didn‟t allow individuals to express their political
views, numerous people were forced to consolidate themselves on outwardly
recognizable identities, like religion and ethnicity (Gengler, 2013).
On the other hand, in Pakistan sectarian strife was the direct consequence of
ostracized state and administrative policies of Islamization and banishment of secular
democratic drives. Instead of endowing liberal democratic discourse, the government
had opted for the religious right and persistently relied on it to pawn civilian
opposition. The political use of religion by all institutions of state and particularly
administrations endorsed an antagonistic competition for official patronage among
inter-faith and intra-faith identities. While the clerical elite of main sects and cults
endeavored to build up their political identities, elevated jihadi militias, magnify the
web of seminaries which had happened on Musharraf‟s watch, became a part of the
government (Ahmar, 2008). Though Musharraf‟s policy reflected this ambivalence, he
banned six organizations in 2003, but they were still operational under new tags like
Millat-e-Islami (formerly Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan); Tehrik-e-Islami Pakistan (formerly
Tehrik-e-Jafria); Jamaat-ul-Furqan (a splinter group of Jaish-e-Muhammad); Khuddame-Islam (formerly Jaish-e-Muhammad); Hizbut Tahrir; and Jamaat-ul-Ansar (formerly
Harakat-ul Mujahideen). Excluded from Hizbut Tahrir, all these aforementioned groups
were involved in sectarian violence across the region (Abbas, 2003). Although
numerous militant operations and radical activities were wangled and planned at
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headquarters of these sectarian outfits under the shadow of their pioneers. Because of
the religious concealment, administrative authorities, police, and other law enforcement
agencies were usually avoiding or hesitated to apprehend such radical activists. So this
state of the affairs had applauded them to surge and expand the loop of their radical
activities. A wobbly administrative system and troubled law and order situation
provided them an ideal atmosphere for unlawful and sectarian activities. Additionally,
it had been divulged that the interior ministry of Pakistan informed Senate in early
2015, that financial backing for the elevation of extremism or sectarianism would be
discouraged because this was rigorously detrimental to administrative structure and law
and order situation as well as sectarian harmony in the state (Shah, 2014; and Raza,
2015).
In recent years, State and military agencies have spawned a complex web of
militant outfits, comprised of Afghani Taliban, and numerous militant groups in
Pakistan that executed dozens of terrorist attacks in India. This nexus divulged that
Pakistan‟s militants, state and administrative policies posed a perilous menace to the
region and international security, which had been reflected in the explosion of
mechanism examining Pakistan‟s military-mullah-militant complex (Rashid, 2009;
Hussain, 2008a; and Jamal, 2009), and describing the proliferating militant and
extremist groups, their connections, and operations (Jamal, 2009; Fair, 2004; Rana and
Ansari, 2004; Abbas, 2007; Mir, 2004; and Mir, 2008).
Particularly, in the Pashtun belt, Kurram, Orakzai, and Khyber Tribal districts in
erstwhile FATA, Hangu and Kohat districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, local Sunni and
Shias had a periodic conflict and enmity with each other over the decades. But since the
1980s, these tensions had been considerably aggravated by the active involvement of
exterior and interior forces i.e. influx of Afghan refugees, numerous militant groups,
financed insurgents of foreign actors, local sect based organizations, poor
administrative policies of Pakistani state, and elements associated to the Afghan, Saudi
Arabia and Iranian governments (FazlI, 2012; and Rafiq, 2014a). The sectarian
catastrophe in Kurram district (former agency) also incited the Shia community in
Karachi, some of whom were threatened by the government. Unless the government
and administrative authorities cleared the area of Taliban, many Karachi based Shias
warned they would march towards the Kurram region to help and assist the plagued
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Shias community over there. However, as always the government and administrative
entities acted tardily and improved the situation marginally. Thus after few years,
militant groups from the region of North Waziristan tried to get involved in the tribal
belt of the Kurram area, intending to get a safe route for their movement into
Afghanistan (Abbas, 2010 and Ali, 2010).
Regional patronization of seminaries and Jihadi training campsites propped up
groups of Taliban and Al-Qaida by rudiments of the Pakistani state, and they were the
decisive transformation of Shia-Sunni conflict into parallel ethnic-nationalist sectarian
deviation (Malik, 1999). Particularly, there didn‟t arise any organized sectarian or
ethnic violence in Parachinar, until Pakistan's interventionist strategies in Afghanistan,
resulted from the influx of Afghan Islamist extremist‟s groups and thrived an ease trade
route of arms and drugs (International Crisis Group, 2005). In Gilgit Baltistan, the
administrative dichotomy was also thought to be one of the rudimentary reasons for
sectarianism (Bansal, 2008) the law and order situation had deteriorated in the
remaining parts of the country. Its branches had spread from Karachi to Gilgit and
posed a severe menace to the harmony of the region (Khan, 1997). In Karachi and
Punjab, almost failure of the administration, institutional corruption, law, and order,
particularly mechanism of criminal investigation and network of intelligence agencies
had shaped the situation of freedom of any sort of action for any determined terrorist
and criminal. Militant sect based organizations, ethnic groups, even common criminals
were completely aware of the vulnerability of the law enforcement agencies and took
the edge of their institutional and administrative ineptness and crumbling state (Ahmad,
1997).
The growing tide of sectarianism was allied to the nonexistence of lucid longterm institutional and administrative policies to address the subject of sectarian warfare.
Administrative and legitimate action against militant and radical outfits had failed to
dismantle a well-entrenched and extensively feast terror infrastructure. All banned
militant groups persisted with new labels and tags although their old names were also
still in use. However, the jihadi media flourished, and the prominent figures of
extremist Sunni outfits were free to preach their jihadi agendas (Basit, 2013; and
International Crisis Group, 2005). Correspondingly, confiscating, backing and funding
for militancy in Pakistan would need policy approaches that are locally and
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administratively recognized, provincially-tailored, grouped specific, and stretched
beyond delegitimizing jihad as an apt means for social action to cop up the dilemma
ever (Fair et al., 2010a).
The criminal justice system of Pakistan had a low conviction rate of 5 to 10%.
However, 75% of militants were acquitted due to lack of evidence amongst other
reasons. Moreover, weak prosecution cases were filed by the police, often failed to hold
up in the courts. Several prosecutors and judges had also abandoned many cases after
getting death threats in writing. Furthermore, eyewitnesses had been intimidated by
militants to draw back their statements or avoid appearing in the courts. Additionally,
the families of the victims also had been threatened to extract their cases from the
courts as well. It had been also divulged that incapability of police and other law
enforcement agencies to anticipate and probe the sectarian crimes had furthered in
augmentation of violent sectarian outbreaks. The investigation mechanism of police
was hindered by the absence of modern technology, such as DNA analysis, forensics,
electronic data, and ill-trained personnel with obsolete tools. Additionally, another
administrative catastrophe in the amplification of sectarianism was the easy availability
of lethal weapons, which had taken sectarian warfare to new altitudes. Manufacturing
and large scale business of arms and ammunitions in the tribal areas of Pakistan and
their trafficking across the country had also buttressed sectarianism in the whole region
(Basit, 2013).

2.5

Power politics
The ancient rivalries among Sunni-Shias regimes had ignited sectarian clashes

in the Mideast Muslim countries. Sectarian tactics were employed in these struggles
among the region due to the greater impact of their molded agenda in the shape of
religion by international actors. Two prominent competing leadership of the kingdom
Saudi Arabia supported Sunni Salafist jihadists and Iranian state armed and financed
Shia radicals to brought equilibrium between Sunnis and Shias and to grip hegemony in
the region, like in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Bahrain, and Yemen. While this emergent
sectarian strife had also sparked the revitalization of radical armed terrorist networks
which had posed a severe menace in the region, such as Al-Qaida, Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) and the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK). These two countries who
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considered themselves as the frontrunners of Islam used religion as a tool of power to
sustain in the region (Council on Foreign Relations, 2016; Zelin and Smyth, 2014; and
Trofimov, 2015).
The rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran had been generated since the seventh
century when Arab caliphate “Al-Saud‟s” invaded the ruling dynasty of Persia.
Although they had territorial clashes the relation of these two regimes had been
relatively stable until the emergence of the Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979 which
was not welcomed by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with the fright that Iran would be
the new rising power of Islamic states with a virtuous institutional system. The Islamic
Revolution of Iran in 1979 was considered as the crucial factor that caused sectarian
warfare between Saudi Arabia (Sunni) and Iran (Shia) which pushed the anxious
texture of Saudi Arabia and to spread the strong influence of Wahhabism to counter the
Shias sway of Iran in the Mideast countries (Askari, 2013).
Saudi Arabia and Iran had been contenders under the Shah‟s reign, but the
Iranian revolution 1979 hosted a more sectarian and ideological obsessed sense of
rivalry amid these two countries. Riyadh‟s perceived menace of growing Iranian power
and a need to pacify the fundamentalist Wahhabi clerics led them to track emphatic
regional foreign policy, which embraced radical Wahhabi-Sunni Islamism in the whole
region (Cooper, 2008; and Moniquet, 2013). The Saudi-Iranian rivalry was thoughtful
in the growth of sectarian strife in recent years. They did not cause the renaissance of
sectarianism in the region, but they had aggravated it to serve their vested political
interests (Gause, 2014).
Explicitly, the Syrian civil war acted like a chessboard for Saudi Arabia and
Iran. They portrayed groups and proxies such as Hezbollah and Free Syrian Army
(FSA), and they were being used to control and annexed region in Syria by Sunni
oriented countries “Saudi Arabia and Turkey”, and Shia power sate “Iran”. Power
struggle amid Sunni and Shia outfits took place, with the provision of cash and kind,
and consequently, these conflicts were amplified in the region day by day (Monshipouri
and Weiger, 2014). While reverberations of this power struggle amid these countries
were probably felt in the bordering countries, i.e. Turkey and Lebanon (Asseburg and
Wimmen, 2012) and acted as a catalyst in instigating an insurrection of uncertainty, and
fanned the war of sectarianism in the pretext of their geostrategic antipathy (Robinson
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et al., 2018). In these countries, the Shia clerical were moreover intricately allied. Many
clerics from Iraq were trained in Iran and numerous Iranian pilgrims visited Iraq
revered religious sites. Geographic propinquity of Iran‟s to Iraq and close cultural and
religious bonds amid their Shia communities made Tehran an economic and political
partner as well (Nasr, 2007). On the contrary, during the Iran-Iraq war, along with
Saudi Arabia Iraq also backed and openly supported the Sunni partisans against
Iranians and their cohorts (Hassan, 2011). Consequently, the more internal sectarian
actors and grievances would appeal to the attention of foreign fighters. Conflicts would
be more violent and intractable in the region. Like in the case of Iraq, the internal strife
of sectarianism had been aggravated by the role of exterior sectarian actors such as
Saudi Arabia and Iran (Robinson et al., 2018).
Modern tensions of sectarianism in the Mideast comprising Pakistan and
Afghanistan started after the Iranian revolution 1979 in which Ayatollah Khomeini
craved to implement a contemporary Islamic regime, in which he tried to inspire more
“Islamic revival” by campaigning for unity and backing outfits of Shia sect in
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bahrain, Lebanon and Iraq with the explicit agenda of Shiasm,
and to counter the “Shia threat”. Saudi Arabia steered Wahhabism with the provision of
cash and kind to Sunni countries of the region (Council on Foreign Relations, 2016).
Unfortunately, political rivalry and sectarian havoc amid these two Muslim countries,
Saudi Arabia and Iran created political volatility and endangered the sectarian harmony
across the Muslim region. Reverberations of the Iran-Iraq war were felt in Pakistan,
which became a battlefield amongst the Sunni dominated state of Saddam Hussain and
Shiite rule of Iran. Both funded their deployed proxies in Pakistan and used
sectarianism as a tool to achieve their assigned interests. Additionally, Pakistan was
converted as a battlefield of Saudi Arabia and Iran, who backed and financed their
sectarian proxies with cash and kind, and religio-political indoctrination. But, Pakistan
wretchedly miscarried intervention of foreign actors, resulted in a disastrous spate of
sectarianism in the region (Ahmar, 2008; and Goldfarb, 2013). For instance, in Pakistan
the local imperative for the Sunni-oriented Islamization was to make allies with local
rightist religious parties for their sectarian credentials, and used them as a tool of
strengthening control over them, for political support. Numerous religio-political
leaders portrayed events of sectarianism for their opponents to fire their political
grievances, and frequently exaggerated their bonds with foreign patrons of their sect.
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Afterward, they retrieved easy access to State capitals for continuing their program of
Islamization as sub-contractors of the ruling government (Nasr, 2000b; and Gengler,
2013).
Particularly, Saudi Arabia and Iran were alleged liable for fighting sectarian war
through their proxies in Pakistan. In Iran, the imposition of Fiqah-i-Jafria by Ayatullah
Khomeini and fear of the aftershocks of the Iranian revolution 1979 in the bordering
countries led Saudi Arabia and Iraq to resistive and combative path with Tehran.
Hence, the fear of these circumstances is professed by both Saudi Arabia and Iran and
engaged in a proxy war of religio-political sway in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Mideast, and
the newly independent Muslim republics of Central Asia (Ahmad, 1997). Specifically,
the Iranian revolution culminated in a robust emotive and spiritual inspiration in the
Shia community of Pakistan which provided them a new discernibility and motivation
for their identity proclamation. The zealous envoys of Tehran‟s revolutionary regime
vigorously abetted Shias of Pakistan to consolidate in the whole region. The religious
symbolism was being progressively used to legitimize their political action, and slogans
against the United States and Israel were chanted in many Pakistani Shia mosques with
the dissemination of posters of Ayatollah Khomeini as well (Zahab, 2008). On the other
hand, continual Saudi funding and backing of Deobandi seminaries in both Pakistan
and Afghanistan had gotten an appropriate way to counter Iranian influence in the
region, present a strong anti-Shia rhetoric in Deobandi teachings (Commins, 2006),
which stemmed an endured sectarian strife in both countries, where Shias and other
minorities were targeted routinely by radical Deobandi groups (Fair, 2014c).
More worrying, Pakistan state‟s military and intelligence agencies had also
employed, supported, raised, resourced, and financed Sunni Islamist militant and
political proxies to attain its national security goals in India and Kashmir since 1947,
while in Afghanistan since the early 1970s respectively. Operationalization of these
outfits varied regarding different regional vested commitments and assigned tasks, like
dissemination of sectarianism, ethnic chaos, and targeting of minorities in different
regions of the country. There were numerous militant and extremist groups alike,
“Hizbul Mujahideen and Al Badar Mujahideen” who operated under the umbrella of
prominent political party “Jamaat-e-Islami” they worked in Kashmir for ethnicity.
While on the contrary “Lashkar-e-Taiba” was active in Afghanistan against the Soviet
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Union since the 1980s, although since 2004, they also fought against the US and their
allies, and subsequently they begun focused upon India as well. Consequently,
Deobandi militant outfits shared overlapping membership, and Jamiat-e-Ulema Islami
(JUI) which is a Deobandi Islamist political party. These Deobandi outfits were
stalwartly rooted with Deobandi seminaries and mosques, which manufactured the
Afghan Taliban and later Pakistani Taliban. Accordingly, they were closely tied with
the Afghan Taliban in which they were trained until 9/11 in their campsites. Through
this connectivity, these Deobandi sectarian outfits were also closed to Al Qaida and
indeed were supposed to be the prime executioner and sub-contractors of Al Qaida in
Pakistan. Since 2004, Pakistan Taliban arose in response to Pakistani collaboration with
Washington, in the war on terror comprising military operations in former FATA to get
rid of Al Qaida backed foreign fighters in the region (Fair, 2004; Fair, 2014; Nawaz,
2008; Swami, 2006; Jamal, 2009; Rana and Ansari, 2004; Abbas, 2007; Mir, 2004;
Mir, 2008; and Fair et al., 2010a).
Domestic power politics and regional havoc were considered to be the foremost
factors behind the commencement of sectarianism in Pakistan. Where activities of
sectarian militant outfits were, directly and indirectly, sustained and deployed by
Islamist and rightist political parties for their political interest. Initially, General Zia
established a chain of seminaries with the boarding area of Afghanistan to create
religiously oriented trainees, for the patronage of Afghan Mujahedeen in the eviction of
the Soviet Union from Afghanistan, which fanned a fire of hybrid war across the
region. Though, after the end of Zia‟s regime, a novel power troika was started, where
power-sharing amid the top three authorities was transformed from formal to the actual
conduct of governance in the shape of democracy. Consequently, in the outcome of
such sort of power politics, four prime ministers, three presidents, and one army chief
was dismissed, which led to another takeover of democracy in October 1999 (Haqqani,
2008; Mahsood and Muhammad, 2017; Naqvi, 2013; Celso, 2018; and Matinuddin,
1999).
Since 2004, Gilgit Baltistan had also suffered three decades of accelerated
sectarian violence, which stalwartly backed and funded Sunni proselytization by Saudi
Arabia and Shia politicization of Iran. By the mid of 1970s, inter-sectarian marriages
and congregations largely ceased. Initially, polarization on sect bases was rooted in the
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land tenure disputes (Sokefeld, 1997) and the ethnic owner of Gilgit town claimed by
Shias. Subsequently, Iranian Revolution 1979, Sunni Islamization raised by General
Zia, Saudi-funded militancy and local Ismaili non-governmental organization, GB
societal structure was marked by considerable ideological and dogmatic fissure, which
led to wicked influence on education, health, economy and community welfare across
the whole region (Ali, 2009a). After this point, local Sunni and Shia militants were
involved in escalating political activism, target killings and weaponizing the region,
while Ismaili of Northern Areas was observed to be pacifist‟s, despite being a frequent
target of Sunni militants (Varley, 2010).
Foreign states apprehended benefit from sectarianism to make inroads amid
local communities in the region through proxies. Eventually, these actors tried to
exacerbate and fanned sectarian strife. In this rivalry of power politics and make
influence over the region, Saudi Arabia and Iran supported and financed other sectarian
regimes, like the regime of Bashar al-Assad in Syria, and used militant proxies to
pursue sectarian aims. While resultantly, enormous transnational extremist outfits took
an edge from this power game, and triggered a war of sectarianism regionally and
globally, like in Iraq Al Qaida, now IS, was considered to be the ultimate sectarian
entrepreneurs, targeted Shias with the obvious goal of fueling sectarianism (Robinson
et al., 2018), and generally they adopted an anti-Shia ideological discourse across the
globe (Gohel, 2017).
As a result, sectarianism has crept in the veins of all institutions of the Pakistani
state. Even their social system has been so much fragmented on sect bases that 41% of
Sunni Muslims public don‟t consider Shias as Muslims (Pew Research Center, 2012b).
While all the sectarian outfits, i.e. SSP/ASWJ, LeJ, and other religious militant groups
had become a section of the predatory economy, comprising land grabbing and
extortion, and these sectarian outfits sustained their links to the war waged by militants,
against the Pakistani state. Correspondingly, sectarianism became a noteworthy
electoral driving power, albeit in the selection of constituencies as well. However,
Pakistan‟s mainstream political parties and military had made political partnerships and
ties with these sectarian groups (Siddiqa, 2013; and Rafiq, 2014b).
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2.6

Government failure
In recent decades‟ sectarianism has been institutionalized and crept in the

Lebanese political and social system, which befitted a legal obligation for them where
individuals were compelled to be part of this fragmentary sectarian system. While in
the case of Iraq and Syria, sectarianism had been elicited due to mal governance,
transitional militant outfits, and disastrous intervention of foreign actors. Even entire
institutions of both countries had been paralyzed by them. Presently, the whole region
of the Mideast has been riven by sectarian warfare (Robinson et al., 2018; and Dubar &
Nasr, 1982). Whereas all the regional sectarian actors appeared to reject the notion that
they had contributed to the dilemma, Gulf Arab leaders also didn‟t consider themselves
as responsible for the dissemination of sectarian strife, while Iran doesn‟t acknowledge
how their actions and intervention were perceived in promotion of sectarian hatred
(Ostovar, 2015).
Pakistan failed to grip the menace of sectarian warfare in the 1980s when it was
arising a solemn threat to state security. The Zia regime institutionalized legalized and
backed numerous sectarian outfits which fanned war of sectarianism, and resultantly,
these extremist groups expanded their wings, which designed an environment of
religious chauvinism and bigotry. Gradually these sectarian outfits also established
organizational bonds with local and mainstream extremist groups where they were
motivated, trained, and funded, ensued thousands of deceases from suicide outbreaks,
target killings, bomb blasts, assassinations, and other terrorist actions. Furthermore,
during the 1990‟s Pakistan‟s intricate and misdirected policy, towards Afghanistan and
India, provided safe shelter to sectarian radicals, and sectarian massacres became a
common feature in Pakistan. While the state actors, instead of seeking an expedient
solution, tried to exploit the matter for political purposes. Regardless of scattered events
of Shia-Sunni discord, sectarian harmony in Pakistan was a model of tolerance and
brotherhood amongst different sects in the religion of Islam (Tavernise and Gilani,
2009; Haqqani, 2006; Ahmar, 2008; and Shah, 2003).
Interestingly, those who paid for crafting Islamic militancy in the 1980s now
were compensating the same to eliminate the warfare. While at both times governments
of Pakistan, accepted cash and kind to act accordingly (International Crisis Group,

25

2007). In this discourse, Pakistan became a battlefield due to immersion in the Afghan
war of the 1980s, the Zia controversial policies of Islamization, and the Shias
empowerment in Iran's 1979 Revolution. Moreover, the Saudi-Iran matrix penetrated
proxies in the region, all these combined to transform that status quo. Consequently, the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan, provided a haven for anti-Shias militants over there,
while Islamabad watched the country had become enflamed in the war of sectarianism.
Afterward, succeeding governments also used these militant organizations and proxies
in any to strengthen their rule (Abbas, 2010; and Ahmed, 2011).
Foreign actors, like the United States, India, Israel, and Afghanistan were not
completely blamable in the origins of this domestic militancy in Pakistan. Many of the
one-time proxies, begun turned their guns against the state, involving military, police,
civilians, bureaucrats as well as religious and political leaders were being targeted by
them (Qazi, 2011). Timor (2002) and Blanchard (2007) also indicated that these banned
regional religious and sectarian outfits spread fanaticism through incendiary speeches
and vigorously denounced non-Muslims, secular Muslims, and other sects in Muslims
(Rana and Ansari, 2004). Additionally, government failure, political incompetency, and
power struggle amid different patrons were considered to be the core causes behind the
sectarian warfare in Pakistan (Zulqarnain, 2015; and Abbas, 2010).
Pakistan's education system and quality of curricula had been utterly questioned
for hate speech, sectarian biases, and indoctrination of religious radicalization in
seminaries (Ahmed, 2011; and Nayyar & Salim, 2003). In general, Winthrop and Graff
(2010) also documented the considerable influence of education on growing militancy
in Pakistan, while through numerous networks education might being contributed to
extremism in the country. Moreover, Brockhoff et al., (2015) divulged that absenteeism
of auspicious socioeconomic conditions, education comprising primary and university
enrollment, could upsurge extremism in developing countries (Testas, 2004).
The consequent radicalization of sectarian outfits was the outcome of the
internal discord on religious and political subjects as well as the intensification of
warfare amid Sunni and Shias movements. Even though different governments didn‟t
ponder sectarianism as a serious matter, even they were not ready to actively disband
outfits and opted for halfhearted measures encouraged dialogue amongst various
groups, and eventually gave them police protection to endangered religious
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congregations. Currently, the breach of sectarianism amongst Shia and Sunni is ample
thoughtful and dreadful, while would be considered a serious menace to national
integration and social security. It has been generated an atmosphere of civil war in the
region (Mahmood, 1995; Samad, 2001 and Shah, 2012).
Sectarian warfare thrived owing to the stubborn failure to arrested and
prosecuted militants associated with sectarian outfits. Pakistan's system of criminal
justice had dreary rates of conviction, like 75% of alleged extremists were acquitted
and released by the anti-terrorism courts. Moreover, it has been also divulged that
sectarian war was the resultant outcome of the failure of rule of law, which would cause
an institutionalized weekend nation-state (Yusuf, 2012).
Tehreek-e-Taliban-e-Pakistan (TTP) or Pakistani Taliban aroused from the
muddle of religious sectarian militant outfits (Rafiq, 2014b), though the TTP had been
specified as a Pashtun based oriented insurgent group their core components were
linked with Punjab grounded outfits, like Deobandi, SSP/LeJ and JM, etc., and they did
attacks on the name of TTP (European Asylum Support Office, 2017). Regionally, in
the former FATA, these militant organizations had also challenged the government writ
by the imposition of Sharia Law and they also threatened local people. They routinely
distributed propaganda materials contained slogans against Shias. While amplified links
amongst Punjabi Taliban and Pakistani Taliban based in the tribal areas were also
encouraged such discourse. For the restoration writ of the government in these areas,
they launched numerous full-fledged military operations, which instigated a rash of
terrorist outbreaks across the region (Humayun, 2011; and Abbas, 2009).
Sectarianism was born in Pakistan‟s largest province Punjab, which sneaked
into the fabric of the entire society across the region due to the malfunctioning of state
institutions. Baluchistan, Sindh and particularly Karachi became Pakistan‟s top two
toxic zones of Sunni Deobandi and Shia sectarian warfare. In the Kurram region of the
tribal belt, sectarian strife clutched a strong communal component, but elsewhere this
was enflamed by radical networks in the Sunni Deobandi and Shias communities.
Although in Baluchistan, these radical networks had thwacked writ of the state. And in
Punjab, a lenient provincial government had further contributed to the pliability of antiShia militant and radical networks (Rafiq, 2014b).
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An essential aspect of the emergence of sectarianism and allied associated
violence was the upsurge and empowerment of sectarian outfits, which were not only
changed the socio-cultural patterns of the state but also transformed hatred and bigotry
in the social system. Historically, hate discourse and chauvinism were nationalistic,
ethnically based, and regional and precisely related to antagonism with Indian in its
essence, but gradually has been exchanged with sectarian animosity (Rana, 2014). A
cluster of researchers alluded that mistrust towards government and all the misdirected
policies of the state were held responsible for inflaming the war of sectarianism, and
the state administration was inept enough to curb the issue (Mahsood and Kamran,
2017; Fair, 2015; Congressional Research Service for distribution, 2013; and Rafiq,
2014b).
Pakistan was severely plagued by sectarian warfare in the 1980s due to the
vilest state policies of the Zia regime. However, in the 1980s during the Afghan War
heavy fund was received from Mideast countries to the religious factions and
seminaries in the name of Islamization to fight against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan,
further deteriorated the social security of Pakistan. These funds enabled and
strengthened religious groups and seminaries to build their militant groups, latterly they
enflamed war of sectarianism in the whole region. Although, a wave of terrorism and
radicalization based on sectarian differences caused the killing of prominent leaders of
both groups and also affected business, agriculture, and property of the general masses
(Chandran, 2003; and Hyder et al., 2015).
However, gaining an appreciation for the core causes and essence of violence in
Pakistan is enormously challenging due to the ethnic heterogeneity of their society and
has been alienated on ideological and political lines. The foremost sources of
radicalization and extremism could be traced out due to poverty elevation, illiteracy,
economic deprivation, social and horizontal inequalities, a division based on sects, and
political marginalization. While, Pakistan as a multi-ethnic and multi-religious nation,
has been infiltrated components of hatred, religious animosity, and bigotry by state and
non-state actors, which deteriorated national integrity of the state (Pak Institute of
Peace Studies, 2013; Mahsood and Muhammad, 2017; Musarrat and Khan, 2014;
Rathore and Basit, 2010; Stewart, 2009; and Grare, 2006).
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In Pakistan, the wicked policies of Islamization and the marginalization of
democratic drives had given birth to sectarian warfare in the whole region. Co-option
and patronage of militant and religious proxies by successive military regimes had
brought the state to the point where these radical activisms imperiled and compromised
institutions of the state. Instead of vesting on democratic and liberal voices state had
opted for religious doctrine and encouraged religious immoderate outfits to counter
civil and liberal voices. It was to shelter vulnerable judicial institutions and lawenforcement agencies with the gears they needed to eliminate sectarianism from the
region. Even a parallel system of the judiciary existed with the blessing of the state in
numerous regions, particularly in the tribal belt and Malakand division, which
undermined rule of law and jeopardized the sovereignty of the state (International
Crisis Group, 2005; and Shah, 2014).
In the contemporary situation, an abiding measure would be needed for the
Pakistani government, including defusing of sectarian outfits, local and non-local
proxies, reforms in seminaries, updating of curricula, to bring sectarian and criminals
mongers to justice, balance ties with Saudi Arabia and Iran irrespective of sect
affiliation and persuasion of both states to sort out a cordial solution of Yemen crisis,
etc. Pakistani leadership could build a national and uniform narrative, that whatever
happened or would take place in Yemen, would never threaten the regional integrity of
Saudi Arabia. This will diminish the growing concerns of religious and sectarian
animosity amid both sects living in Pakistan (Raza, 2015).

2.7

Post-Afghan war scenario
Universally war shakes the contiguous surrounded region directly or indirectly.

Three decades of persistent war in Afghanistan had unprecedented ramifications and on
neighbor‟s states respectively. In particular, the tribal belt of Pakistan and their intact
institutions were directly impacted by the catastrophe of war and terror and became a
quagmire. Even though, on both occasions, Pakistan was at the forefront state, initially
against the imperialism of communism where anti-Soviet Union Jihad was launched by
the accumulation of Afghan Mujahedeen and then after the war and terror of 9/11
incident with a coalition of United States. Being allied with the US against the war of
terrorism, Pakistan had been confronted with regional radicalization and Talibanization
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across the region, in which the culture of extremism has been endorsed and also gave
birth to ethnic and sectarian conflicts in Pakistan (Ahmar, 2008; Dotani, 2011; and
Jalalzai, 2000).
Saudi Arabia funneled billions of dollars to Sunni-Wahabi parties of
Afghanistan‟s like Hizb-e-Islami on the tag of Jihad, which directly plagued and shifted
waves of sectarianism from Arab Gulf countries to Afghanistan, only to overwhelm the
hegemony of Iran in the post-Soviet Afghanistan, which was subjugated by US-SaudiPakistan nexus. Due to proximity to Afghanistan, on both sides of the Durand line
radical seminaries and nurseries of Jihadists were springing up in the bordering areas
for recruiting, training, and backing of Afghan Jihad against the Soviet Union. While
most of the aid had been conditioned upon US and Mideast Muslim countries
hegemonic interests in the Afghan Jihad, which also triggered extremism and religious
animosity in the region (Irfani, 2004; Nasr, 2000a; International Crisis Group, 2012;
Ahmad, 1998; and Human Rights Watch, 2005).
Since 1979, the Afghanistan crisis posed a menace to the local and external
security of Pakistan, as an enormous influx of Afghan refugees led to the spread of
extremism, terrorism, and militancy. This Talibanized Pakistani society and aroused
ethno-political violence in Karachi and Baluchistan culminating in war. Pakistani
society agonized from a massive supply and stock of drugs, Kalashnikov culture, and
institutional anarchy as well. While sectarian violence turned even more deadly in the
repercussions of the 9/11 incident (Dotani, 2011; and Ahmed, 2011). In Pakistan,
numerous outbreaks were orchestrated by Soviet and Afghan intelligence agencies,
who tried to withhold the patronage of Afghan rebellions and jihadists. Peshawar was
the launching pad for the Afghan rebellion, which experienced numerous outbreaks and
many Afghan commanders were deceased in Peshawar than on the battleground
(Wright, 2007).
Subsequently, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, Pakistani society was
fragmented into religio-ethnical chunks and even the whole region was steeped in the
fire of religious extremism and sectarian strife. Saudi Arabia and Iran backed and aided
the Sunni and Shias communities, with these ideological alterations gave birth to
sectarian warfare in the region, which endangered and vulnerable the security of
Pakistan. Consequently, after 9/11 incident heightened concern in Pakistan, with
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consideration focused frequently on the traditional terrorist and extremist‟s groups and
particularly Jihadi groups of terrorists, as opposed to groups involved in sectarian
warfare (Afzal et al., 2012; International Crisis Group, 2005; Sulaiman and Bukhari,
2009; Fair, 2011; and Fair, 2014).
Pashtuns were living harmoniously for centuries across the western border of
both countries, which has been divided by the Durand Line in 1892. In both arenas of
the Afghan war, Soviet Union 1979 invasion and aftermath of 9/11 incident, the
security of bordering area apprehended the major cause of regional, economic and
societal unrest amid these two countries i.e. Afghanistan and Pakistan, where peoples
across the border of both countries paid the debt of war and terror. In this period,
considerable trials begun took placed in the tribal areas of Pakistan. Subsequently, after
the US intrusion of Afghanistan, many militants allied with Al-Qaeda and Taliban
shadowed and sought sanctuaries in these tribal areas, paid ample amount of cash and
kind to those locals who backed and provided them shelter and amenities. In 2002
Pakistan's government launched a limited operation against these local militant groups
in the tribal areas, in which they comprised of local tribal militant groups, fought
against the troops of Pakistan. But a novel and the distressing situation had been
twisted, where numerous cross border terrorist attacks were concentrated by militant
outfits and Taliban in Afghanistan and Pakistan as well. Only in 2011 and 2012, at least
30 such attacks were reported on the Pak-Afghan border in the districts of Chitral, Dir,
Bajaur, and Kurram, where 250 security personnel and civilians died (Rana and Sial,
2013; Saeed et al., 2014; Qazi, 2011; and Tarzi & McCloud, 2004).
Wright (2011) further divulged that international rentals that flooded in Pakistan
during this period were used to promote a Jihadi culture backed and continued by the
State. The United States sponsored and financed Afghan resistance against a rival of the
Cold War, which was also welcomed by the Zia regime, paid from the international
funds market of the United States against the Soviet Union on the tag Islamization.
During that time terrorist outbreaks in Pakistan were a response of the Afghan and
Soviet Union secret intelligence agencies for covert intervention. While currently two
stakes of sectarianism, the leading of Sunni sect “kingdom of Saudi Arabia” and
prominent state of Shiites “Iran” also engaged in the spell of high stakes sectarian
maneuvering in Syria, Iraq, and Yemen. Repercussions of sectarian penetration by both
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sectarian realms was sensed in the militant groups of Pakistan because many of
Deobandi sectarian outfits had joined the Islamic State to fight against Shias and
Alawites of Iraq and Syria respectively (Mehsud and Bukhari, 2014; Rehman, 2013;
Al-Salhy, 2013; Wright, 2007; and Cooley, 2000).
Sectarianism in Pakistan had been long penetrated by numerous extra-regional
measures like the Iranian revolution 1979, Iran-Iraq war, and Jihad against the Soviet
Union in Afghanistan, which had an antagonistic synergistic affiliation with the Sunni
Islamization of Zia regime that began in the earliest years. But the 9/11 scenario also
transformed the politics of sectarian supremacy in the region, which amplified the flow
of war of sectarianism due to increased and external reinforcement of sect based
stakeholders. Saudi Arabia and Iran, utterly used religion for political gain in the shape
of sectarian warfare, by averring straight influence and mentorship on the regional
Muslim countries, to endorse their political interests. Since 1947 and 1960s, Pakistan
relied upon Islamist and extremist proxies to attain objectives of foreign policy in India
and Afghanistan. While the participation of Pakistan in Afghan Jihad had unlocked a
ferocious chapter of religious extremes and sectarian strife, which made internal
security more vulnerable of the region (Robinson et al., 2018; Celso, 2018; Nasr,
2000a; Haqqani, 2005; Hou, 2009; Swami, 2006; Evans, 2000; Rana and Ansari, 2004;
Howenstein, 2008; and Hussain, 2005).
After the 9/11 event, the geopolitical and socio-economic scenario of the world
had been altered with austere concerns for Pakistan. Pakistan had remunerated a
heavier price in economic and security means than the US had on the “war on terror”
against the Taliban owing to the rigorousness of the terrorist outbreaks (Hussain, 2010).
Post-Afghan war, and operations of the NATO forces in Afghanistan had modeled a
serious menace to the external and internal security of Pakistan. The presence of NATO
forces had further amplified the intensity and intricacy of the region‟s dynamics. On
one hand drone attacks by US and NATO forces had badly affected Pakistan‟s national
security, while on the other end increased political pressure by democratic drives
further led the state towards instability and insecurity (Chossudovsky, 2007).
It was evident that Pakistan contended with substantial economic and internal
security loss due to the Afghan insurrection. They tried to free their occupied areas
from the Afghan Islamist militants but failed to destroy all the sanctuaries of militants
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in their territory. It had been reported in 2011 by International Security Assistance
Forces that attacks from Afghanistan across the borders had further amplified five times
as compared to the preceding year. Suicide attacks and bomb blasts became a common
phenomenon in that arena. The ratio of suicide attacks was two per month in 2011,
whereas half of them were busted in the regions Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Shuja, 2009;
and Rafique & Anwar, 2014).
The Afghan war didn‟t cause sectarian violence in Pakistan, but their
contribution was momentous in terms of military training, a supply of manpower,
provision of arms and ammunition, backing and funding to the sectarian and radical
militants. After 1989 the withdrawal of the Soviet Union, the battleground was shifted
from Afghanistan to Kashmir, numerous youngsters persistently received military
training in Afghanistan and the tribal region of Pakistan. The training campsites
warmly welcomed religious radicals from all the religio-political parties backed by the
state, particularly Lashkar-e-Taiba, Hezb-e-Islami, and Jamaat-e-Islami. However, after
1996, when the Taliban over tacked on Kabul, Pakistan became the destination of
thousands of young enthused jihadist with plenty of arms at their disposal (Grare, 2007
and Jalalzai, 2000). Although in the Kurram Agency radicalization amid Sunnis and
Shia began in the 1980s, it was boomed in the 1990 and 1996. Though the Afghan civil
war and the feast of the Taliban regime enflamed this sectarian warfare and marked the
initiation of heavy weaponry in the area‟s sectarian disputes (Rafiq, 2014a).
The invasion of the Soviet Union on Afghanistan had an austere impact on the
regional politics of Baluchistan in which their intelligence agencies instigated and
subjugated the nationalist movements of Baluchistan. Furthermore, after the 9/11
incident and the US incursion on Afghanistan, Pakistan confronted countless armed
insurrections and revolts which precipitated a serious menace to the security and
economy of the state. Different militant and radical groups smuggled abundantly arms
and ammunition to Pakistan, which was disseminated across the region. Consistently, it
had further pooled and accelerated the separatist movements of sub-nationalists of
Baluchistan. In Baluchistan and Tribal belt (former FATA) of Pakistan, militancy,
suicide, and terrorist attacks were amplified only due to weaponization which further
militarized the entire region. Besides, the discovery of gigantic reservoirs of mineral
and the strategically significant Gwadar port had further amplified the curiosity of
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international economic players. All these factors enthralled the focus of separatists on
the endowment of financial and moral support from outside international patrons. Up to
some extent, Pakistan had endeavored to pawn these developments, but the law and
order situation had deteriorated in Baluchistan (Humayun, 2011; Rashid, 2010; Cohen
et al., 2009; Rafique and Anwar, 2014; and Mujaddadi, 2009).
For three decades Pakistan had been victimized by terrorism and militancy, due
to numerous internal and external factors i.e. involvement in the Afghan war of 1980, s,
and post 9/11 incident which triggered frequent sectarian and ethnic conflicts amongst
various factions and further enflamed separatist nationalistic movements on the soil of
Pakistan. Such faltering circumstances of militancy and religious bigotry instigated the
decline in the economic growth of the country. However, it was much perilous than any
type of violence, as it had involved mainstream religious entities that threatened and
radicalized grander fragments of the Pakistani society (Hyder et al., 2015; and Basit,
2013).

2.8

Foreign involvement in the area based on sects
External sectarian patrons exploited communal identity to endorse their

geostrategic agenda in Mideast countries such as Syria and Iraq. The majority of
foreign combatants and proxies animated by religious and sectarian antagonisms had
tended to be based on political ideology, sub-state identity, war experience, and
economic gains from these regions. This strategy had been deployed by many Sunni
leaders to highlight sectarian partitions, to counter Iran‟s attempts of establishing Shias
hegemony on the Mideast countries. In the external Sunni patrons, many clerics of
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Qatar couched their support of Syrian opposition groups in
defeating of Bashar al-Assad regime in sectarian means. Thus, thousands of Sunni Arab
fighters from the Persian Gulf had journeyed to fight in Syria, while most of the Shias
focused on attaining rights at their homeland rather than to fight abroad. On the other
hand, Tehran had recruited and equipped about 40,000 Shia volunteers from Iraq,
Pakistan, and Afghanistan to shield the Bashar al-Assad regime (Ghaddar, 2018;
Wehrey, 2014; Washington Post, 2014; Phillips, 2015; and CBSnews, 2015).
Numerous foreign actors such as the CIA, Indian intelligence agencies, the Sunni

34

Wahhabi movement, and Hizbullah, were also invoked for their vested interests
(Mange, 1999).
Progression of Shias imperialism of Iran in the region more strengthened by the
Iraq War and the Arab Spring had been met by the resistance of Sunni jihadists.
Though this fierce opposition by them, Sunni and Shias extremists had exploited the
dissolution of Mideast countries. Although, in Pakistan, the Shias community
congregated under the banner of Iran, and they were alleged solid links with Iranian
intelligence, also set off alarm bells in Islamabad. Similarly, the clash amid these two
sectarian powers i.e. Saudi Arabia and Iran amplified the violence and convulsed the
whole region with the proxy war of sectarianism (Celso, 2018; Ahmed, 2011; and
Rahman, 2002).
The United States penetrated and financed violence from the outside, while
Saudi Arabia and Iran stirred up sectarian hatred within the region. They were deeply
engaged in endless political and sectarian rivalries for regional preeminence and
hegemony in the region. Similarly, they fought proxy wars or directly intervened in
countries like Syria, Iraq, Yemen, the island state of Bahrain in the Persian Gulf, and
Lebanon to further their respective interests. In external relations, Saudi Arabia was
being backed by US and Sunni states to rigorously ostracize the influence of Iran in the
region, while Iran relied on regional Shiite allies, particularly in Iraq and Lebanon, to
hinder joint US Saudi anti-Iran endeavors. In Iraq, the United States had fought Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in 2008 by arming and training more than 80,000
Sunni citizens. Thus the Russian Federation, though not involved in the Shia-Sunni
clash or Saudi-Iran rivalry, but had militarily interfered in Syria to protect their
strategic interests but indirectly aided Iran and their allies to knock out United States,
Saudi Arabia, and Israel from Syria (Nuruzzaman, 2019; and Benraad, 2011). In
Pakistan, the US, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Afghanistan, and India recruited, trained, and
financed numerous radical and sectarian outfits during the time of conflict in
Afghanistan. It had been estimated that only Al Qaeda trained more than 2000 fighters
in Pakistan (Mazzetti and Rohde, 2008; and International Crisis Group, 2005).
Sectarianism didn‟t certainly lead to violence, but it would be deriving from
externalities that impel violence and hatred amid numerous religious groups reliant on
exterior strategic interests and goals (Fair, 2012). The impact of the Saudi-Iranian
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enmity had continually exacerbated sectarian warfare in the region. They both
attempted to magnify and counter the influence of each other by the backing of proxies
in the local politics of deteriorated institutional structures (Fisher, 2016). Similarly, the
Hazarajat region of Afghanistan befitted a training ground for Shia radicals due to the
dense population of Shias in the region, and Afghanistan marginally converted into a
haven and training ground for local and external militant outfits. While in Pakistan
proxies of foreign patrons and local militant anti-state outfits also caught haven in the
border areas of Afghanistan, like Al Qaeda backed and financed extremist‟s activities
and also trained local Taliban of Pakistan. While the recently embryonic Islamic State
(IS) or Daesh was established control in different regions of Afghanistan, particularly
with the closed bordering areas of Pakistan and it is also supposed a minor existence in
former FATA, and they began to appeared at the end of 2013. They were sanctuaries in
the eastern areas of Afghanistan, roughly 8,000 in numbers and 3000 in Pakistan in the
western bordering region (Abbas, 2003; Weinbaum, 2017; Giustozzi, 2016; and Ali,
2016).
Irrespective of the involvement of domestic elements in aggravation of
extremism in Pakistan, civilian and military policymakers perceived foreign hidden
hands behind the sectarian warfare and state security problems. During this arena,
religious extremism in Pakistan was seen as a repercussion of the post-Soviet Union
and the 9/11 incidents in Afghanistan. The Russian (KGB), Indian intelligence agencies
(RAW), and Afghan Intelligence (KHAD) services were supposed to be behind the
terrorist activities during this period. Agents of India‟s intelligence RAW were alleged
in instigating domestic ethnical and nationalist unrest in Baluchistan and tribal areas.
Baloch separatists and TTP were allegedly sustained by funding and backing funneled
from India. For decades, Afghanistan and India had been blamed for trying to provoke
Pashtun ethnic nationalism for the sake of dissecting the northwest region of Pakistan.
Pakistan's opinion and policymakers regularly contended that American spies were also
engaged in seditious activities, particularly to undermine the nuclear program of
Pakistan. Military interference by the United States in Afghanistan and Pakistan was
largely held responsible for igniting problems of extremism and particularly for
radicalization in the tribal areas. Though, Russian, Iranian and Chinese involvement in
the region had further augmented security implications for Pakistan (Weinbaum, 2017;

36

US Congressional Research Service, 2016; Ahmad, 1998; Rafique and Anwar, 2014;
and Wright, 2007).
Savun and Philips (2009) contended that it‟s not the type of regime but the
foreign policy which determines terrorism and activities of extremism. Such as
religious rightist policies of Zia‟s regime and Pakistan's domestics politics in the 1980s
were pushing factors in aggravating religious and sectarian antagonism in the country
in the name of Islamization. The fierce distinction of anti-Shia Deobandi and Ahl-eHadith seminaries not only conveyed philosophy of the Zia regime Islamization but
they also funded from Saudi Arabia and Iraq. Thus, the seminaries of Shias were also
funded and ideologically supported by Iranian literature. Therefore, preliminary
regional conflicts were aggravated by theological differences. Later on, Afghan jihad
more fueled and flamed the war of sectarianism, and such intervention of foreign
patrons harmed the national integration and social security of Pakistan (Rashid, 2008;
Ahmed, 2011; Hashmi, 2014; Atwan, 2006; Shah, 2014; Rathore, 2015; and
International Crisis Group, 2002).
Iran, as a border state of Pakistan had been vigorously involved in the arming,
mobilization, and funding of numerous Shias activities in the region. In the vengeance,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia had also been patronized Sunni outfits to curtail Iranian
influence in the region. Furthermore, the Troika of Al Qaeda, LeJ, and the Pakistani
Taliban had renovated sectarian militant outfits into proxies of the global militant
Jihadists. Subsequently, it had been also observed that after the withdrawal of troops of
the US and their allies from Afghanistan, there would be a sturdier chance of another
disastrous proxy war between Saudi Arabia and Iran on the land of Pakistan (Basit,
2013).
Numerous Deobandi sectarian extremist‟s outfits predominantly Sipah-e-Sahaba
Pakistan (SSP) having 4,000-7,000 trained fighters and rental shooters and Lashkar-eJhangvi (LeJ) were operational in different regions of Pakistan. They both were firmly
affiliated with Al Qaeda and were operating in the southern region of Punjab, tribal
belt, and other parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Baluchistan, and Karachi. Thus the
potential factors that contributed to anti-Shia warfare in Pakistan were the operational
guidance and supervision provided by Al-Qaida and Taliban to these Sunni sectarian
outfits (Pak Institute of Peace Studies 2011; Fair, 2004; and Raman, 2007). In
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Baluchistan, officials of the Pakistani government and even public critics frequently
blamed the covert hands of foreign actors for fueling the ethnic and sectarian violence.
There were also clear indications that the dispute amid the Sunni Gulf Arab states and
Iran was played out in the region of Baluchistan (Rafiq, 2014a).
In Pakistan a situation of sectarian warfare was persisted awful and fearsome
since its creation because religious sentiments of gullible and illiterate masses were
being exploited by motivational religio-political leaders (Spotlight on Regional Affairs,
2005). Furthermore, exterior factors such as the Iranian Islamic revolution, the Saudi
role in endorsing the Wahhabi sect of Islam, and the involvement of hardline religious
outfits of Pakistan further augmented the sectarian strife. It was an open secret that in
Pakistan foreign-funded extremist and sectarian outfits were recruited and trained
activists from streets and seminaries. In the 1980s Afghan Jihad provided heavy
amounts of funds to religious organizations and seminaries of Pakistan from Mideast
Muslim countries in the tag of Afghan relief, and these funds were utilized for sectarian
warfare. Similarly, weaponries that were acquired to fight against the Soviet Union in
Afghanistan were now being used in both sectarian strife in the paths of Pakistan and
factional violence in Afghanistan. In short, in Pakistan Shiism became more
centralized, more Iranianized, and assimilated with the international community of
Shias. Whereas Sunnis became more Arabicized as a result of the mass migration of the
labor class of Pakistan to the Mideast countries and substantial backing and funding of
Saudi Arabia to Sunni seminaries and jihadi organizations of Sunnis. Though, there
were adequate probabilities of distant input in sectarian episodes to weaken the
institutional foundations of the Pakistani state (Ahmar, 2008; Ahmad, 1998; Abbas,
2010; Shah, 2014; and Ahmad, 2003).

2.9

Racial differentials
Traditionally extremist and violent groups had continually focused upon

grievances, depressed masses, ethnic conflicts, and state repression. Although ethnic
and sectarian violence perpetually caused directly and indirectly praetorianism in any
region, which jeopardized the smooth functioning of democracy. Policies that favored
one ethnic minority or sectarian group over others, were perilous manifestations of the
corrupted and failed regime, ultimately headed to a high level of distrust amid ethnic or
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sectarian groups. This phenomenon wasn‟t due to nepotism but rather of an intrinsic
distrust amongst people. As long as individuals of any society remained linked to their
respective ethnic group, the societal detachment had remained, which led to an
insalubrious political system that triggered distrust and hatred among individuals of
society (Ted, 1970; Maalouf, 2004; Donald, 1985; James, 1976; Fair et al., 2016; and
Haleem, 2003).
In the Middle East, sectarian violence existed on a continuum for a long time.
On the premier end of the spectrum, the public merely fell on the religious-based
identity for social security and further applied considerations. While on the other end,
activities and actions were powered by hatred based theologies like loudspeakers, radio
and printed material so that the associates of another communal entity were apostatized.
The fraction of external jihadists who fought for theological motives were greater than
local fighters, and many of them were pursuing confined local religio-political goals
(Haddad, 2013). Lebanon recognized as a sectarian state, further fragmented on
ethnicity base having 18 official ethnic groups in their political system, which was
officially recognized in the constitution of Lebanon based on religious affiliation.
However political, educational, and social rights of any Lebanese national were defined
in the framework of their sect and ethnicity rather than the citizenship of the country
which they held. While command and control tactics were amplified during the civil
war and were reinforced in the post-war eras which strengthened the hegemony of the
particular sect leader on different communal or ethnic groups of society. It also
sustained an institutionally fragmented society (Traboulsi, 2016).
In Iraq, communal identities had been mobilized and organized around political
aims and objectives based on sect and ethnicity which emanated at the expense of
mutual national identification and pluralistic politics of co-existence, a criterion of
stability and smooth governance of the state. While ministries of the country effectively
converted into ethno-sectarian fiefdoms as well. Sect and ethnocentric narratives
molded the origin of political and inter-communal enmities, which provoked ethnosectarian identity in Iraqi politics and societal structure. Resultantly, social security,
prevailed justice, social welfare and job opportunities to citizens had become shaped
into the sect and ethnocentric patronage systems. There weren‟t any functional and
smooth running ministries and institutions in Iraq, but fiefdoms that belonged to
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individuals and ethno-sectarian groups like Sunni, Shias, and Kurdish, etc. In short, the
root cause of Iraq‟s obstacles were not religious skirmish or primeval animosities amid
different communities of the country, but ethno-sectarian seizing of power that would
fill the political and security vacuum as well (Alaaldin, 2018).
The history of Northern Ireland‟s sectarian strife about nationwide and religious
identities made the country a distinct case in Europe. Similarly, Northern Ireland‟s high
rates of racial and ethnic-centered hatred crimes and resilient pervasiveness of negative
attitudes towards racial and ethnic minorities were reflected as the outcome of sectarian
past in the region (Moore, 1972; McVeigh and Rolston, 2007; Knox, 2011; Savaric,
2014; McKee, 2015; and McVeigh, 2015). Recently, former pastor John McCreedy was
also alluded, racism as “the new sectarianism” as well (Irish News, 2016). On the other
end Brewer (1992) highlighted a link between racism and sectarianism in Northern
Ireland and explained the phenomena through the history of colonialism and
profoundly embedded historic economic and political struggle on both sides of
sectarian division (Catholic Irish vs Protestant British), which had led conflation of
groups like sect, race, and ethnicity. Subsequently, factors of the socio-economic and
societal structure were proved to be significant predictors of racism than sectarian
strife. However, these factors were also acknowledged as predictors of negative
attitudes towards immigrants and ethno-sectarian minorities in other countries as well
(McLaren, 2003; and Schlueter & Scheepers, 2010).
The concept of sectarianism was irrelevant at the time of the creation of the
Pakistan state, but after independence, in a few years, the sectarian warfare raised to
peak in the region. Quaid e Azam was also informed that Pakistan had diversification
of ethnicity and sects. Therefore, he cautioned and narrated on many occasions in his
speeches regarding the repercussions of this evil of ethno-sectarian hatred and
animosity. In Dacca 1948, he proclaimed that “If you want to build up yourself into a
Nation, for God‟s sake give up this provincialism. Provincialism has been one of the
curses; and so is Sectionalism like Sunni and Shia etc. (Kalin and Siddiqui, 2014;
Kaileh & Shams, 2014). The second wave of sectarianism was led and founded by the
“Islamization” of the General Zia regime (1979-1988), which was tilted towards Sunni
Islam, and also tried to nullify the power of emergent Sindhi nationalism and other
leading political parties. Moreover, rising collective identities along with sectarian and
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ethnic lines were fanned and utilized for political means. It was evident that the State
played an instrumental role in the aggravation of these ethnic and sectarian strains.
During the whole 1980s, Islamization sowed the seeds of religious hatred and bigotry in
Pakistan, while the succeeding governments chopped the branches instead of removing
the roots. The influx of hard cash and petro-dollars from Washington throughout the
war of the Soviet Union, and even post 9/11 scenario plagued the whole region of
Pakistan with religious extremism and sectarian militancy, while numerous militants
turned their guns against the state. Although the government of Pakistan admitted that
more than 70 seminaries received 300 million rupees from foreign funding patrons in
2013 and 2014 respectively (Azad, 1996; Rafiq, 2014a; Raza, 2015; and Abbas, 2010).
In Pakistan religiously enthused terrorism was considered to be one form of
radicalization, whereas their political landscape was blemished and stigmatized by
ethnic tensions, vented into violent conflict and hatred (Ahmar, 1996; and Azad, 1996).
Similarly, the Afghan civil war and influx of Afghan refugees and militants from North
Waziristan had spilled over an adverse impact on the Shia-Sunni conflict in the Kurram
valley, which had professed sporadic violence in the whole region. War in the Kurram
Valley was fueled by a growing insurgency of TTP which crept further in regions of
Orakzai, Hangu, and Kohat. Thus an estimate of 1,500 peoples were killed in sectarian
warfare since 2007-2011 respectively (International Crisis Group, 2005; Ali, 2007;
Zahab, 2013; and Rafiq, 2014b).
In recent years, frequently minorities in Pakistan including Shiite Muslims,
Ahmadis, Hindus and Christians had been targeted by religious and extremist outfits
which presented a common perception to the international community that Pakistan
was not a safe country for non-Muslims. Correspondingly, in Baluchistan sectarian
outbreaks were directed against the Hazara community whose members were Shias and
minority as well. Since 1998 more than 700 Hazaras were killed for sectarian reasons,
comprised of the chairman of the Hazara Democratic Party in 2009 (Jahangir, 2015;
World Socialist, 2012; and Dawn, 2010).
However, the interprovincial networks were apprehended in the escalation of
sectarian violence in Pakistan, most of the sectarian warfare appeared to be steered by
local actors from the locale or neighboring region. Militants of ethnic Baluch led the
campaign of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi‟s against the Shias of Hazaras in Baluchistan. In
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Karachi, increasingly Pashtuns were engaged in attacks against the Shias community in
the ethnically diversed region of Karachi, and Punjabis propelled target killings of
Shias doctors and notables in Punjab (Rafiq, 2014b). Similarly, the provincial, ethnic,
and linguistic heterogeneity of Shias remained a well-defined feature of the prevalent
community. Correspondingly, Shias of Baluchi Hazara ethnic background had different
political vested interests and concerns than Shias residing in urbanized centers of Sindh
or Punjab. These alterations posed a serious menace to efforts at increasing the intracommunal unity of numerous ethnicity (Abbas, 2010).
In the early eighties, “Karachi” the foremost economic hub and metropolitan
city of Pakistan was in the hard grip of ethnic discord where numerous factions were
involved in the flaming of ethnic warfare. Due to bounteous business and employment
opportunities, people from all other provinces were appealed to settle in the city. But
over time ethnic discrimination started in the mid-‟80s and sustained to the 1990s
which lately converted into severe ethnic warfare in the whole region (Hyder et al.,
2015). Furthermore, the rising influx of Pashtun refugees from conflict cantered areas
of Afghanistan further distressed the demographic balance and also did lead to ethnosectarian tensions in Karachi. Arms became effortlessly accessible, such as
“Kalashnikov culture” instigated and prevailed in the city. Regional politics of the
metropolitan city also came to be rigorously defined on political lines and ultimately
stemmed in negotiation and distribution of power and resources by use of violence,
which steered further to self-containment and alienation amongst different communities
in Karachi. Whereas, demographic dissemination of ethnic groups across the city,
increased competition for scarce resources instead of assimilation, which enhanced the
signs of ethnicity (Haq, 1995; Olzak, 1983; and Javaid & Hashmi, 2012). During this
decade, approximately 23 outbreaks occurred which caused a total of 220 fatalities
annually. The rise in the number of terrorist activities occurred in a single city was
explained by two inclinations, primarily origination of conflict was domestically sited.
Secondly amplified political and social imbalances amid ethnic communities was one
of the root causes of the extreme political violence in Karachi (Azad, 1996; and Zaidi,
1991).
For centuries, people with diverse ethnic origins were interacting and living in a
harmonious and calm environment regardless of their varied aptitude towards religion,
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but sometimes external elements had been no more than the enabling factor to craft
volatility in the region. Since the 1980s, in Gilgit Baltistan relations between Sunnis
and Shias remained generally calm and cool, except for sporadic disturbances.
However, religion always remained a significant source of people identification and
appeared to be the ultimate cause of sectarian tension in Gilgit Baltistan, which
ultimately caused religious revitalization and ethno-sectarian resurgence not only in GB
but across the globe (Zahab, 2005; Warikoo, 2009; Mange, 1999; and Ellingsen, 2005).
Virtually in Pakistan, all sectarian outfits were operated and got financial aid
from foreign patrons and they supported such sectarian and extremist outfits for their
benefits. It was pertinent to mention that sectarian alteration amid Shiites and Sunnis
didn‟t turn violent until 1979, but two external events “Islamic Revolution in Iran under
Khomeini” and “Soviet invasion of Afghanistan” rather fixed a path of violence to
Pakistan. Currently, Shiite-Sunni relations were manifested by clashes and a proxy war
between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Moreover, the power politics of regional dominancy
amid these two prominent regimes further strengthened the rivalry and gap between
them. Throughout history, split between Sunni and Shias were veiled from the general
Muslim masses but presently this was publicly known due to violent outbreaks.
Extreme enmity amid these two sects had strongly affected neighbors especially
Pakistan and other Muslim countries across the globe. Particularly in Pakistan
sectarianism was masterminded and infiltrated by internal and external driven forces
that used the indoctrinated youth and religious students of seminaries to further their
vested agenda. In recent years the corrosion of governing authority and collapse of
judicial institutions of Pakistan by extremism and sectarian radicalization became a
loathsome nightmare scenario for international security experts (International Crisis
Group, 2005; Nasr, 2014; Raza, 2015; Chandran, 2003; and Riedel, 2008).

2.10 Economic disparity
The affiliation amid poverty and sustenance for violence focused upon
opportunity costs. Those who lived in poverty, had lower opportunity costs allied with
the assistance of political violence than their wealthier counterparts, make them more
likely to be part of violent activities (Gates, 2002; and Ernesto and Bó, 2011). Though,
empirical evidence on the connection between poverty and backing for political
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violence had been mixed (Mousseau, 2011; Burgoon, 2006; Tessler and Robbins, 2007;
Alan and Malekova, 2003; Berrebi, 2007; and Blair et al., 2012), like a cluster of
studies focused upon factors that influence the determinants of supply of the expatriate
militant labor, and they clinched that adversative aggregate economic conditions were
not only noteworthy explanatory factors (Hegghammer, 2012; and Benmelech and
Klor, 2016), while Gurr (1970) determined that poverty was an ultimate root cause of
political violence. However, Burgoon (2006) stated that the provision of higher social
services could strengthen socioeconomic conditions and future economic prospects of
people, thus the risk of terrorist activities would be easily reduced.
As argued in the sections above, religious radicalization and sectarian militancy
had profound historic roots, which needed to be understood as a reaction to a mounting
sense of uncertainty and hopelessness, which was resulted from the uneven distribution
of resources and revolt of the evacuated and marginalized periphery underprivileged of
access to the political arena (Zahab, 2005). It had been also suggested that low-income
people were likely more to sustenance militant outfits due to feelings of powerlessness
and displeasure from the political system (Abadie, 2006; Esposito and Voll, 1996;
James, 2007; and Tessler & Robbins, 2007).
Saudi Arabia provided a large amount of 3.5 billion dollars to Pakistan's
military for the Afghan jihad, which was disbursed to strengthen and armed Sunni
outfits on either bordering side of Pakistan and Afghanistan. Along with that but they
also delivered moral support to General Zia‟s policy of Islamization, which more
strengthened his military regime. Moreover, both international patrons of both sects
“Saudi Arabia and Iran” were allegedly backed and financed Sunni and Shia
seminaries, which waged a sectarian proxy war on the loam of Pakistan (Stern, 2003;
Ahmed, 2011; Zahab, 2002; Waseem, 2004; and Siddiqua, 2011). Waves of Afghan
Jihad not only spilled over to Pakistan, but it also facilitated current religio-political
tensions and turned them more violent. The flow of arms took place into Pakistan
during this arena, markedly dropped the cost of violence, while eased access to these
sophisticated weapons had further contributed to the militarization of religious
seminaries, which directly contributed to an escalation of sectarian warfare (Hussain,
1987; and International Crisis Group, 2005).
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In Pakistan sectarianism was extremely hard to defeat (Kumar, 2013), and
posed a severe menace to entire institutions, rather than country perused to deal with
other concerns, such as economic distraction, illiteracy, energy shortage, poor
infrastructure, widespread poverty, and socioeconomic strains respectively (Kfir, 2014).
Although Pakistan faced an acute level of poverty, more than half of the population
were living beneath the borderline of poverty, whereas sectarian warfare was one of the
main contributed factors of poverty, even religious extremism was flourished in the lap
of poverty. Though infrastructure also had been badly damaged by extremist activities
and sectarian strife. Since the 1990s when sectarianism raised to its peak, the growth
rate of GDP was rapidly dropped and consequently, there had been recorded a rapid
rise in the level of poverty. Meanwhile, it has been estimated loss of 1% output of gross
domestic product (GDP) per year, due to terrorism and religious extremism as well
(Waseem et al., 2010; Pak Institute of Peace Studies, 2013; Mehmood, 2013; Spotlight
on Regional Affairs, 2005; Khan, 2011; and Tariq, 2011).
Beyond certain limitations, unemployment, illiteracy, and poverty itself became
institutionalized crime. Fidelity of an unemployed, illiterate, or a person distracted by
poverty could be easily changed or hired on the strength of illegitimate black money. In
Pakistan, most of the sectarian and militant outfits had ample black money to invest in
such sort of projects to protect their vested interests. Hence, it had been divulged that
the prominent factor was economic in the escalation of sectarianism, where the
unemployed and underprivileged segments of society became an easy target of those
elements whose agenda was crafting uncertainty and instability in the state (Shah,
2014).
The growing sectarian rift and violence had a severe menace to the economy of
Pakistan. Similarly, terrorist activities restricted the business activities in the war zone,
while investors were also hesitant to invest here. Incidents of extremism and sectarian
strife had badly spoiled the investor confidence, which led to shrinkage in foreign direct
investment, resulted in lower economic growth. While numerous people migrated from
their native regions to other areas due to uncertainty and social insecurity. Mostly
families of the Shias sect had left their homes, property, and business due to the fear of
being targeted by Sunni radicals. Pakistan's government also failed to boost up the
literacy rate. Since last three years‟ level of poverty had been increased from 17.3 to
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40% due to wicked governance and lethal policies of the state (Zaman, 1998; Mahsood
and Muhammad, 2017; and Mahsood and Kamran, 2017). Additionally, extensive
illiteracy could be blamed as one of the root causes of extremism and militancy in
Pakistan. Nonetheless, extremism and militancy were not only the outcome of this
single factor somewhat extremism flourished in poverty as well (Hussain and Qazi,
2004).
A socioeconomic explanation would have maintained that sectarian warfare
erupted in that circumstance under which socio-economic deprivation tended to be
translated into a cultural worldview that involved feelings of hostility towards others.
While most of the severe Shiite-Sunni conflicts had been taken place in the poorer
regions of Karachi, where the majority of both sects Shias and Sunnis belonged to the
working class, a poorer segment of society. Moreover, unemployed youngsters of
Pakistan's urban cities, who constituted approximately a quarter of Pakistan's labor
force, also became an easy victim of religious agitators and were eagerly available as
agents of violence. Karachi, Pakistan‟s metropolitan city and largest industrial and
commercial trade center, had vigorously wounded by sectarian warfare with a varying
degree since 1989, meanwhile since 2011, 36 continuous attacks, roughly 32% of all
sectarian incidents recorded in Pakistan, claimed 58 fatalities were recorded as well.
The most ferocious area was considered to be Karachi, which indeed surpassed the list
of all regions of Pakistan in terms of social indicators (Ahmad, 1998; Pak Institute of
Peace Studies, 2013; Shah, 2014; and Waseem, 1997).
In Gilgit Baltistan, tourism education had considered being a key tool to
improve advanced development and awareness regarding the tourism sector. General
masses of the region were ignorant of religious, social, and political rights thus they
didn‟t comprehend the repercussions of enduring invoked sectarianism. While societal
backwardness of the region, certainly contributed to sectarian warfare. Due to poor
economic conditions, most of the people preferred to send their children to religious
institutions (which were considered nurseries and propagators of sectarianism) rather
than to refer them to government institutes as these seminaries provided free education.
Since 1988, people of this region had been pampered in sectarian strife. In this regard,
role of seminaries was considerable and it had been suggested that in order to control
sectarian violence and promoting sustainable tourism, there was a dire need, to update
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and issue-focused curriculum modules in all educational institutions, academia as well
as to boost up employability. Upgradation of the economic status of the area through
policy implementations, self-governance, constructive strategies, and decisive action
would certainly contribute to the restoration of peace and tourist flow in the region as
well (Khan, 2012; and Grare, 2007).
The sectarian fervor had extremely affected the religious, economic, political,
social, and diplomatic businesses and dealings of Pakistan. Premier religious
institutions had been the worst affected by sectarian warfare where extensive
intolerance and bigotry had ruined the social fabrics of the state. Due to religious
animosity and bigotry, Islam as a religion of peace and their genuine essence of
teaching had been depicted as a religion of violence, intolerance, extremism, and
fanaticism. Hence due to dogmatic chaos, intra-faith disintegration, and sectarian
disorder had been further bent on the tag of faith where an ordinary Muslim was
confused and reflected his religious obligations perilous and a serious menace to the
social security. People felt scared and timid to the sacred places such as mosques and
religious seminaries because these had become the targets of suicide bombers and
militants. In the case of economic institution, level of unemployment became increased,
though educated people didn‟t found desired jobs. However, these people were misused
by extremists and militants by the provision of cash and kind and were being employed
against the state. Initially, sectarian strife was just cramped to the religious sphere, but
then it was structured through the killing of general masses and even suicide bombings
on mosques and processions. It had been perceived that poverty and sustenance for
militant groups in Pakistan found that “feelings of relative poverty diminished
sustenance for militant political outfits” (Shah, 2014; Afzal et al., 2012; and Fair et al.,
2016).
Over the years‟ continuous state of insurgency and terrorism not only affected
the societal fabric of Pakistani society, but it also halted the economic institution of the
state. In Pakistan besides the non-measurable loss of human lives, further key economic
costs of the militancy and terrorism included poverty, demolition of infrastructure,
capital flight, reduction in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and exports, low public
revenues and returns, and diversion from development expenditure to the disbursement
on the law and order maintenance and so on, all these economic costs had a momentous
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impact on economic growth, such as the recent violence and terrorist activities of
militants, declined 1.6 percent from overall GDP growth in 2010 (Sandler & Enders,
2005; and Hyder et al., 2015). Since 2001, more than 80,000 human lives, incurring an
economic loss of approximately 102.5 Billion USD alongside solemn destruction of
cultural and religious ethos. Correspondingly, violent extremism and militancy in
Pakistan was a polygonal and multifaceted phenomenon. It has existed in the form of
sectarian violence, Islamization movements, Talibanization, and in the shape of a
multitude of Jihadist outfits (The Express Tribune, 2015; and Proges & Stern, 2010).

2.11 Social reintegration
Particularly, in Pakistan and South Asia, sectarian harmony and social
reintegration would be brought up by religio-political and military leadership. To attain
this motive, stakeholders of the state would need to tackle the deteriorated and
ideological education sector, particularly religious institutions in a revolutionary mode
with the aim of promotion of diversification, pluralism, and tolerance and would also
announce and operationalize de-radicalization plans with the help of impartial religious
clerics to exclude materials relevant to sectarian hatred, which had been promoted by
numerous seminaries; and to stabilize the state of Pakistan by instigating an operative,
sensible, and persistent campaign against extremism and radicalization across the PakAfghan borders as well as in the regions Karachi, Southern Punjab, Gilgit Baltistan, and
Tribal belt respectively (Abbas, 2010).
Pakistan as a state is comprised of diversified multi-ethnic communities and
compound denominations of Islamic practices and beliefs in the different regions.
However, these sundry communities have conjoint traits but their cultural custom and
traditions are distinct and peculiar. For instance, the nature of radicalization and
militancy in the tribal belt is ideological driven by the Islamist militant outfits in the
form of Pakistan-based Taliban and Al-Qaeda as well. However, the origination of
extremism in the region of Baluchistan are economic grievances and political
marginalization, but the radicalism in Punjab and urban Sindh are sectarian (Basit,
2015). It had been also exposed by researchers that numerous forms of radicalism
manifest in the general opposition to US or Western policies, in nationalist-separatist
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insurgence in the province of Baluchistan, and ethno-political vehemence in Karachi
and other parts of interior Sindh as well (The Express Tribune, 2014).
Concerning the rise of radical ethno-national movements, tended to be provoked
as the outcome of the institutional collapse of the state (Snyder, 1993), such as in
Pakistan, Islamic resurgence of Zia regime came into the wake of military upheaval,
lately backed and sponsored by certain selected legal and institutional alterations on the
tag of Islamization, and banned numerous religious and sectarian outfits which blowout
religious intolerance and bigotry. While they vigorously denounced Jews, Hindus,
Christians, Ahmadis, other non-Muslims, secular Muslims and numerous Muslim sects
and cults as well (Ahmad, 1998; and Timor, 2002).
The quality of curriculum and entire education system of Pakistan had been
probed by numerous scholars and researchers for their hate speech, sectarian hatred,
and ineptitude inculcated civil values (Ahmed, 2011; and Nayyar & Salim, 2003).
Education and curricula mold peoples for a specific role in society (Ballantine, 2011),
which shapes the behavior and personalities of individuals in a destined matrix (Butt,
2012) and further they are instrumental to attain their specific aim and objectives
(Sadovnik, 2010). It had been also endorsed that media and propaganda annexes of
religious and sectarian outfits had a substantial role in crafting religious extremism and
militancy. They regularly produced radical literature including publications for the
proliferation of their vested ideologies and agendas. Current sectarianism had its origins
in sectarian ideological narratives equipped by sectarian militant outfits in Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Syria, and Iraq (Rana, 2011). Particularly, in Pakistan, it had been found
by Blair et al., (2013) that highly educated people disapproved agenda of the Taliban
and Al-Qaeda, but on the other hand, they backed and supported those militants who
fought in Kashmir.
Numerous researchers divulged that religious institution played a peaceful and
vigorous role in society, such as increased literacy ratio, spread morality of human
values and ethics, increased religiosity, gave space to the ostracized class of society,
discouraged criminality and hatred, thus maintained a stable social order (Rehman
2000, 2004b, 2005; Knapp, 2003; Ahmad, 2004; Khalid, 2008; Khalid and Fayyaz,
2006; Andrabi et al., 2005; Bergen and Panday, 2006; Nelson, 2006; Cockcroft et al.,
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2009; Bano, 2007, 2011; Ali, 2005, 2009a; Rana, 2009; McClure, 2009; and Winthrop
& Graff, 2010).
Congruently, religious clerics and faith-based groups not only enjoyed public
trust in the region of Pakistan but also griped a sway in molding and directing the
opinion of the general masses. Particularly, in Pakistan projection of the anti-militant
and extremist narrative through the moderate Muslim scholars disparagingly a dire
need of the day, because general masses, either literate and illiterate, mostly rely on the
religious clergy for their system of belief. However, the opinion of the general masses
frequently reverberates with those held by religious clergies not only in the religious
domain but on the social and political issues as well. The militants and radicals
exploited this dynamic by inoculating their vested agenda through radicalization and
extremist clergy (Sial, 2013). In Pakistan, terrorism and extremism have a cause-effect
association, it couldn‟t be undertaken easily, rather to weakened or dismantled this
bond, but it could be attained by hitting their avenues which the militant outfits used to
upsurge their influence in the region (Mirahmadi et al., 2012). Consequently, social
schism and religious crumbling have been a vital wavering block in the development of
proficient counter-extremist responses, and chances of incapacitating these challenges
increase if a cooperative atmosphere would be shaped. In this regard, a CVE (Counter
Violent Extremism) policy can provide engagement occasions to various fragments of
the society to discourse and evolve a joint response to terrorism and extremism (Basit,
2015).
In Pakistan, radicalization and religious extremism were believed to be
pervasive. However rare centers of de-radicalization were akin to isolated islands of
normalcy where these radicals were provided a vigorous milieu for returning into
normal life. However, when they were reintegrated back into society where all these
elements of extremism and religious radicalization was still existing, real-time menace
of their re-radicalization gazes quite imminent (Basit, 2015). Additionally, the dilemma
had been further intricate by ambiguous and ambivalent observation of home-grown
militancy as rather an external phenomenon, mal governance, prevalent social injustice,
and the intellectually stagnant seminaries and public education system had further
assisted this thinking. On the contrary, it had been also divulged by the scholars that a
wrecked system of governance, pervasive socio-economic inconsistencies, and political
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marginalization provided an idyllic breeding ground for the growth of militancy and
religious extremism in the region. Thus without looking after the cited factors, the
narrow-focused and centered de-radicalization implications couldn‟t be overcome the
dilemma of militancy in Pakistan. Instantly, in the absence of a national level CVE
(Counter Violent Extremism) policy, overcoming extremism and militancy would have
remained an uphill task. At the state level, it would be a dire need to build mechanisms
for community resilience and engagement of masses to craft a tranquil environment to
wipe out extremism and militancy. The policy should be helpful in the region to amuse
moderate values and ethics, the spirit of peaceable co-existence, intra-faith harmony,
and respect for diversity (Zaidi, 2013; Hassan, 2014; and Basit, 2015).

2.12 Synthesis of review
Most of the guidelines are embedded in the Quranic injunctions followed by
deeds of the holy prophet as the directing and anticipating ways of behaving for
attaining not only spiritual solace, but essential for maintaining a smooth and cardinal
social system. Societal disintegration is mostly allied with religious misinterpretation
anywhere across the globe, which amply supported by the major events in history as
well. The study area though peaceful with the prevalence of a congenial environment
based on social and religious harmony. However, the advent of the Afghan war, which
encouraged the non-local foreign forces to intervene for addressing their agenda,
destroyed the very basis of the local areas. Peoples of the study area were markedly
divided based on sect belongs and encouraged them to go for fighting against each
other by providing them with assistance in cash and kind. The present study was an
attempt to explore the sociological causes of the issue at hand and come up with a
concrete remedial model of getting back to harmony as existed earlier with a sound
methodology.
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III. MATERIALS AND METHODS
The present study was carried out in district Hangu with the sole aim of
focusing on institutional intra-faith disintegration and its revival to social reintegration
in district Hangu Pakistan. It was restricted to Hangu District as a bulk of the Shia and
Sunni population is inhabiting the area for a long. They have close and blood
relationships and enjoying a congenial social environment earlier to the prevalence of
disruption of the social order on the basis of sectarian violence. A brief profile of the
area is below:
Hangu is one of the most important districts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In the past
Hangu was a sub-divisional headquarter of Kohat district. It comprised the area called
lower Miranzai (Hangu) mixed with Upper Miranzai (Kohat). During the British rule, it
was made a tehsil in 1903 but on June 30, 1996, and was made a district and separated
from Kohat in a subsequent manner (Orakzai, 2003). The district is spread over an area
of 1097 km2. It is surrounded in the north by Orakzai district (erstwhile agency), in the
east and south-east by Kohat district, in the south by Karak district, in the south-west
by tribal areas adjoining Kurram district (former agency), North Waziristan district
(erstwhile agency) and F.R. Bannu and on the north-west by Kurram district (former
agency). It is inhabited by several tribes including Bangash, Orakzai, Khattaks, Afridis,
Syeds, Shinwaris, Qureshi's, Parachas, Mians, and Niazis respectively. Due to the
exodus from Orakzai Agency, the Orakzais now constitute 50 % of the total population.
Besides these, Afghan refugees have also contributed to the make-up of the Hangu
population and they affected the district economy by occupying some of the sources of
income especially of the lower classes. Bangash is the biggest tribe following the
second-largest tribe is the Orakzai who entered from Orakzai district (erstwhile agency)
by purchasing land from the locals. Besides Bangash and Orakzai, other tribes are
confined to few villages. Hangu inhabitants are divided into Sunni and Shi‟a. Sunnis
are in majority and thus enjoy more economic and political power due to their heavy
numeric strength. However, leading businessmen are Shi‟a. Both the sects are stuck to
their beliefs and follow their faith in its most conservative form. Towards the east of
Hangu city, there is the Shi‟a dominant area, where Lodhi Khel is inhabited by Shi‟as
and Shahu Khel by both Sunnis and Shi‟as sects with a majority of the latter. Towards
the west of Hangu, there is a Sunni dominant area where the Shi‟a population is scanty.
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In the main Hangu bazaar both the communities co-exist. During the sectarian strives in
the Hangu city, help for the Shi‟as usually came from the east while for the Sunnis
from the west (Rauf and Ullah, 2013)
According to the Pakistan Census Report (2017), the Hangu population is
518,798 and has 48,270 households. It has two tehsils and 17 union councils, tehsil
Hangu and tehsil Tal. Inhabitants of tehsil Hangu are 270,295 and 25,765 households,
followed by tehsil Tal population which is 248,503 and 22,505 households respectively
(Local Govt, 2015; and Pakistan Census Report, 2017)

3.1

Population of the study
The study population was composed of all those inhabitants living in district

Hangu. However, a leading segment of the study focus was made on extracting
information from the educated class. Therefore, lawyers as a prominent class, notable
electable members who were elected through local government/local bodies, religious
clergies having a profound association to the study on the bases of nature of the study
and persons from law enforcing agencies like police along with academicians i.e.
college lecturers and professors having a liaison with both sects i.e. Shia and Sunni
were potential respondents of the study.

3.2

Sampling
It is one of the essential parts in decision-making over obtaining accuracy in

terms of size of respondents to be chosen for getting information. This appropriate size
may lead to increase reliability and accurate conclusion of the study at hand. Kotari
(1985) has precisely explained the relative strength of obtaining sample respondents
through a clustering procedure, as this procedure enhances the efficiency in the field
based on ease. The relative sample of each stratum was chosen through a random
sampling procedure which is mentioned below. It is pertinent to mention that the total
population size of the aforementioned categories stood at 1564. A sample size of 306
was chosen based on Sekaran (2003) criteria. The total sample size was again divided
and allocated to each stratum through stratified random sampling procedure as below;
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Where
Required sample size
Population size
Size of ith strata
Size to be taken from ith strata
By using the above-mentioned formula, sample size taken from each stratum are
given below:
Table 3.2
S.No.
1
2

Table showing the distribution of each stratum and relative sample
size
Population (Each
Name of the each strata
Sample size (n)
strata) (N)
Electable members in local
797
156
government
Religious clerics
386
75

3

Police personnel‟s

290

57

4

Lawyers

48

10

5

Academicians

43

8

Grand Total

1564

306

3.3

Data collection
A well thought-out and comprehensive questionnaire encompassing all the

study variables has been devised (See Annexure One) to obtain the relevant information
of the respondents. It is composed of basic variables followed by independent and
dependent variables as shown in sections B and C. Attributes were developed by taking
input from review and ocular observation made during the pilot study. Likert scale
envisaged the procedure of designing such statements by categorizing these into Yes,
No, and Don‟t know respectively.
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3.3.1

Likert Scale
Phenomena which is highly suitable to the study at hand. This type of method is

considered to be highly reliable (Smith, 1981; and Nachmias and Nachmias, 1992). In
such cases, all statements are designed with the help of personal observation and by
taking inputs from earlier review literature. Each statement is categorized through
various responses shown against each by Yes, No, and Don‟t Know respectively. All
the individual responses were summed up either to Yes, No and Don‟t Know. The
Likert Scale was taken into operation and to measure the responses of all the
independent variables namely, religious disparities, administrative failure, power
politics, government failure, post-Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement, racial
differentials, and economic disparity and dependent variable i.e. social reintegration as
well.

3.4

Indexation
Indexation is a phenomenon, wherein a single concept is measured based on the

items as a measuring tool. It is one of the leading norms in conducting social research
as it is based on combing into two or more than two items to establish the basis of the
construction of indexation (Ullah and Shah 2018). In the initial stage, the dependent
variable, social reintegration was indexed to get the required response. In such a way,
all the independent variables i.e. religious disparities, administrative failure, power
politics, government failure, post-Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement, racial
differentials, and economic disparity were also passed through such fashion to achieve
the required information.

3.5

Data analysis
This process was characterized with the help of chi-square for making it

appropriate to explain and predict the outcome based on the interaction of variables.
The procedure was explained through the application of other statistical tools like factor
analysis to augment each other inferences.
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3.5.1

Uni-variate analysis
The collected data was analyzed by using a proper statistical technique

(Frequency Distribution) through SPSS version 22. This section reflected the responses
of the respondents in percentages. It also covered both dependent and independent
variables along with demographic variables.
3.5.2

Bi-variate analysis
It is the distribution of the data in the aftermath of cross-tabulation of the

dependent and independent variables respectively. This type of analysis helps in
placing the data representation in percentages concerning one another. Moreover, it
also leads the researcher to predict the level of relationship between the dependent and
independent variables respectively. Different appropriate statistical tests help determine
the level of association or the degree of correlation between the two variables
(Nachmias and Nachmias, 1992). In this study, the relationship between independent
and dependent variables was cross-tabulated and presented into a 3/3 table as per the
requirement of the nature of the data. Moreover, to ascertain the degree of association
the Chi-Square test was put into the application to determine the level of association.
The formula used for explaining the study inferences are reproduced below;
Where chi-square

obs

(Ojk - Ejk) 2
 
Ejk
j 1 k 1
r

2

c

…………………….… (I)

Ojk= observed frequencies at jth row and kth column in the cross classified categories.
Ejk= Expected frequency, assuming no relationship among variables.
Degree of freedom is calculated as follow;
df= (r-1) (c-1)
df = degree of freedom
r = number of rows
c =number of columns (McCall, 1975).
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3.5.3

Multi-variate analysis through contingency tables
This stage analysis helps to determine the relationship, obtained at the Bi-

Variate level to be either spurious or non-spurious. It is usually conducted when basis
variables like education, income, sect were taken as control variables and were
explained through the application of the chi-square test.
3.5.4

Factor analysis
Factor analysis is a statistical method that aims to describe variability amongst

observed, correlated variables to measure the unobserved variables. It is usually
assumed that observed variables might have been affected by some unobserved
variables in the term of measurements results. Its theory involves the information
gained through interdependence between observed variables to reduce the set of
variables in the data set. The theory supports the assumption that factor analysis helps
to deal with data set to adjudge a large no of observed variables in the light of the
potential underlying/latent variables, which may end at the commonality of results. It
may be either an exploratory factor analysis or confirmatory factor analysis
(Bartholomew et al., 2008; Cattell, 1952, 1978; and Fruchter, 1954).
The factor analysis model is:
X=μ+LF+e
Where X is the p x 1 vector of measurements, μ is the p x 1 vector of means, L
is a p × m matrix of loadings, F is an m × 1 vector of common factors, and e is a p × 1
vector of residuals. Here, p represents the number of measurements on a subject or item
and m represents the number of common factors. F and e are assumed to be
independent and the individual F's are independent of each other. The mean of F and e
are 0, Cov (F) = I, the identity matrix, and Cov(e) = Ψ, a diagonal matrix. The
assumptions about independence of the F's make this an orthogonal factor model.
Under the factor analysis model, the p × p covariance matrix of the data, X, is
calculated as follows:
Cov(X) = L L' + Ψ
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Where L is the p × m matrix of loadings, and Ψ is a p × p diagonal matrix. The
ith diagonal element of L L', the sum of the squared loadings, is called the ith
communality. The communality values can be judged as the percent of variability
explained by the common factors. The ith diagonal element of Ψ is called the ith specific
variance, or uniqueness. The specific variance is that portion of variability not
explained by the common factors. The sizes of the communalities and/or the specific
variances can be used to evaluate the goodness of fit (Joreskog, 1977; and Johnson and
Wichern, 1992).

3.6

Reliability
Prior to applying the aforementioned tools, the initial reliability analysis was

carried out. It was composed of two keys methods i.e. Split half and Cronbach Alfa
Test.
3.6.1

Cronbach Alfa test
Cronbach Alfa (α) Test was used in the present research to a workout a

reliability test. It is applied to ascertain the underlying dimensions of the items. An
index is composed of this test requires that all the items are coded in the same direction
with the items representing the same idea to be summed up through the test. It helps in
explaining the overall average of all possible split-half coefficients. It is usually
arranged from 0-1. The data to correspond if it touches 1 or closer to 1, indicating the
moving of coefficient towards the highest level, thus indicating a high-reliability
outcome. In most cases, if it more than 0.8, is considered highly reliable (Bryman &
Cramer, 1990; and George & Mallery, 2000). However, in the case of social sciences
this value (Coefficient) up to 0.6 is acceptable (Fornell & Larcker, 1981; Bagozzi & Yi,
1988; and Nachmias & Nachmias, 1992). In the present study, reliability was applied in
two steps, in the first step, all of the variables were included and explored a Cronbach‟s
Alpha of .924, while in the second step reliability and internal consistency for each
variable was measured, and found Cronbach‟s Alpha 0.698, 0.679, 0.776, 0.711, 0.765,
0.735, 0.798, 0.805 and 0.727 for religious disparities, administrative failure, power
politics, government failure, post-Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement, racial
differentials, economic disparity, and social reintegration respectively, which indicated
the study variables were highly reliable in predicting the study outcomes.
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3.7

Conceptual framework

Background
variables

Dependent
variable

Independent variables
Religious disparities
Administrative failure to curb sectarianism

Education
Income

Power politics
Government failure

Social

Post-Afghan war scenario
Sect

Foreign involvement in the area based on sects
Racial differentials
Economic disparity
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reintegration

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Findings of the study “Analysis of institutional intra-faith disintegration and its
revival to social reintegration in district Hangu Pakistan” are given and discussed in
this chapter under various sections and subsections. Section 4.1 carries information
regarding respondents' basic information. Findings regarding uni-variate level religious
disparities, administrative failure, power politics, government failure, post-Afghan war
scenario, foreign involvement, racial differentials, economic disparity, and social
reintegration level are presented in section 4.2. Furthermore, section 4.3 has focused on
the relationship between dependent variable (social reintegration) and independent
variables (religious disparities, administrative failure, power politics, government
failure, post-Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement, racial differentials, and
economic disparity) worked out through cross-tabulation. In addition, findings on
various statements of dependent (social reintegration) and independent variables were
indexed at Bi and multi-variate levels are presented in section 4.4 with further
explanation. Findings on the association between the dependent and independent
variables at the multi-variate level for the indication of spurious or non-spuriousness of
the relationship after controlling background variables namely, respondents' education,
income, and sect are given and discussed in section 4.5 respectively. In the concluding
section of this chapter, finding on the factorial analysis are given and discussed in
section 4.6 as well. The results are concurrently presented and discussed as follows:

4.1

Respondents profile
Respondents profile comprised of the respondent‟s age, level of education,

occupational status, marital status, household head, family type, family monthly income
and sect of the respondents. Though, frequency and percentage distribution of
respondent‟s profile are presented as follow:
4.1.1

Age category of the sampled respondents
The frequency and percentage distribution of the respondent's age in the study

area are given in Table 4.1.1. The majority of the respondents i.e. (40.5%) were from
31-40 years, 21.9% of respondents were from 41-50 years, 19.9% of the respondents
were from 18-30 years and 13.1% were from 51-60 years‟ age group respectively.
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Furthermore, 4.6% of respondents were in the age group of 61 years and above
respectively. These findings indicated towards the representation of all age groups
residing in the area. It could further be deduced that information attained at, were
profound and had the true reflection of the events took place around. The field of
developmental psychopathology is one of the emerging discipline focusing on the
representation of all age group supposed to be part of a phenomena, event etc.
moreover, the representation of the people on psychological division i.e.
preadolescence, adolescence and other age group enhances the reliability of
information being reviewed (Cicchetti, 2006 and Shirlow & Murtagh, 2006).
Table 4.1.1 Showing age category of the sampled respondents

4.1.2

Age (Years)

Frequency

Percentage%

18-30

61

19.9

31-40

124

40.5

41-50

67

21.9

51-60

40

13.1

Above 61

14

4.6

Total

306

100.0

Education level of the sampled respondents
The frequency distribution and percentage proportion of respondent‟s education

level in the study area are given in Table 4.1.2. The majority of respondents i.e.
(25.5%) had 10 years of education, the qualification of 22.5% respondents were 16
years and above, 21.9% of them were studied till 12th grade, and 21.2% respondents
were studied up to 14 years respectively. Moreover, a negligible number of i.e. 8.8% of
the respondents were illiterate. Provision of education and framing policies to ensure its
smooth and unabated transmission has a strong relationship with transformation of
social order by putting it on the path of growth and development in physical human
resource contexts. It is essential to mention that education has viable role in controlling
the disputes of either nature (Koneska, 2012; Bush et al., 2000; Davies, 2010; Hilker,
2011; Smith, 2005; Barakat et al., 2013; and Smith & Vaux, 2003).
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Table 4.1.2

Showing the education level of the sampled respondents
Frequency

Percentage%

Illiterate

27

8.8

10 Years

78

25.5

12 Years

67

21.9

14 Years

65

21.2

16 Years and Above

69

22.5

Total

306

100.0

Education level

4.1.3

Occupation of the sampled respondents
The frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents on the basis of

occupation are given and explained in Table 4.1.3. It is evident from Table 4.1.3 that
more than half of respondents i.e. (51.0%) had representation of local government
through election, 24.5% of the sampled respondents were religious scholars, with police
personnel as 18.6% and lawyers were 3.3% with 2.6% of the respondents as
academicians in the study area. These findings alluded towards the presence of all
relevant stake holders from the social order. Representation of major stakeholders on
the basis of occupation could truly explain the losses and damages incurred on them in
light of the sectarian conflicts the study area witnessed.
Table 4.1.3

Showing occupation of the sampled respondents
Frequency

Percentage%

Academicians

8

2.6

Lawyers

10

3.3

Religious Scholars

75

24.5

Police personnel

57

18.6

Local Govt Electable

156

51.0

Total

306

100.0

Occupation
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4.1.4

Marital status of the sampled respondents
Table 4.1.4 explained the marital status of the respondents. The result showed

that the majority of the respondents i.e. (90.8%) were married, while only 9.2% of the
sampled respondents were unmarried in the study area.
Table 4.1.4

Showing the marital status of the sampled respondents

Marital status

Frequency

Percentage%

Single

28

9.2

Married

278

90.8

Total

306

100.0

4.1.5

Frequency and percentage distribution of the household head of the
sampled respondents
Table 4.1.5 indicates the household head of the sample respondents in the study

area. The household head of majority of the respondents i.e. (56.2%) as father, 27.1%
household head was elder brother, while 16.7% household head was their grandfather
respectively.
Table 4.1.5

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of the household
head of the sampled respondents
Frequency
Household head
Percentage%
Grand Father

51

16.7

Father

172

56.2

Elder brother

83

27.1

Total

306

100.0

4.1.6

Family type of the sampled respondents
Table 4.1.6 unveils information regarding the family of the sampled

respondents. The majority of the respondents i.e. 72.5% were living in the joint family
system, followed by 14.1% with extended families structure. Furthermore, the families
of the 13.4% sampled respondents had representation of the nuclear family as well.
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Table 4.1.6

Showing the family type of the sampled respondents
Frequency

Percentage%

Nuclear

41

13.4

Joint

222

72.5

Extended

43

14.1

Total

306

100.0

Family type

4.1.7

Family monthly income of the sampled respondents
Table 4.1.7 discloses the family monthly income of the sampled respondents.

The majority of the respondents i.e. 40.5% had monthly income in the range of PKR
(30000 to 45000), 35.6% of respondent‟s monthly income was above PKR 60000; and
12.7% of sampled respondents had monthly income in the range of PKR (15000 to
30000). In addition, Table 4.1.7 indicated a PKR (45000 to 60000) income constituted
of 11.1% of the respondents respectively. These findings were in alignment to the
explanation shown on the basis of occupation. Further all classes of society within the
range of different categories on the basis of earning had been drastically affected from
these infightings.
Table 4.1.7

Showing family monthly income of the sampled respondents

Family monthly income

Frequency

Percentage%

15000 to 30000

39

12.7

30000 to 45000

124

40.5

45000 to 60000

34

11.1

60000 and Above

109

35.6

Total

306

100.0

4.1.8

Sect of sampled respondents
Table 4.1.8 provides information regarding sect affiliation of the respondents in

the study area. The majority of the sampled respondents i.e. 54.6% were belonged to
the Sunni sect of the Muslims, while 45.4% of the respondents were Shias in the study
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area. These findings alluded towards existence of all these two major sects with almost
equal representation. Stability could easily be ensured if a sound consensus on the basis
of harmonious ways of living is reached. Otherwise, distance and non-acceptance of
one other is detrimental to the smooth functioning of the social system as envisaged
from the present case.
Table 4.1.8

Showing the sect of the sampled respondents

Sect

Frequency

Percentage%

Sunni

167

54.6

Shia

139

45.4

Total

306

100.0

4.2.1

Frequency and percentage distribution of religious disparities
Islam as a religion that advocates in a vivid bifurcation of state and religion as

to be indispensable for a state society in a holistic manner. Muslims are asked/directed
to enjoy access to education without any discrimination based on age, sex, and creed.
Attainment of education in a Muslim state has been declared imperative upon its
inhabitants, irrespective of the affiliation to any school of thought (Anzar, 2003; and
Khalid, 2008). Although traditional Islamic schools are operative in the form of
madrassas, denoted to be transmitting only religious thoughts, however, it is mostly
misunderstood, rather worldly affairs are also focused on along with religious ways of
life (Talbani, 1996; Rehman, 2004b; and Noor et al., 2008). Various other studies have
also shown a positive association between religiosity and prosocial behavior of
individuals in society (Ahmad, 2009; Tan and Vogal, 2008; Johansson‐Stenman et al.,
2008; Ruffle and Sosis, 2006; and Randolph-Seng & Nielson, 2007).
Table 4.2.1 disclosed information regarding religious disparities in the study
area. The majority of the respondents i.e. 269(87.9%) stated that Islam as a religion
promotes peace and tranquility among its followers, while some 17(5.6%) of the
sample size negated this statement. As mentioned in the Holy Quran “The believers are
nothing else than brothers (in religion Islam) so make peace and reconciliation
between your brothers and fear Allah, that you may receive mercy” (Al Quran 49:10)”.
Moreover, most of the respondents 256(83.7%) had opined that religion binds by
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bringing cohesion amongst various sects, whereas some of the respondents 34(11.1%)
were uncertain about this statement. Likewise, more than two-third 225(73.5%) of the
sample size stated that the division of religion based on sects promotes disharmony and
fissure amongst the locals. It could easily be deduced from these findings that locals
knew the cohesive role of religion Islam. Its basic postulates are candidly interpretive to
be the advocates of bringing peace between the dwelling with some precise and
indisputable themes, laws regulations permitting and containing (as paradox) to support
each other in bringing peace and prosperity, while disdaining the creation of hatred,
disharmony, inflicting damage and insult to others, self, and property. These verdicts
were in alignment with Ahmad (2009) who divulged that religiosity contributed
predictability in societal behavior and personality of individuals in society (Tan and
Vogal 2008; Johansson‐Stenman et al., 2008; Ruffle & Sosis, 2006; and RandolphSeng & Nielson, 2007). Furthermore, the majority of the 195(63.7%) respondents
stated that the religious leader‟s apathy to address their fissures had led to sectarian
clashes. Similarly, religious schools, i.e. Madrassah has been promoting the division
based on sects opined by 126(41.2%) of the respondents, while more than half
163(53.3%) of the respondents did not support this statement. These findings vividly
alluded towards the role performed by the local religious leaders and seminaries for
bringing harmony and tranquility amongst various sects. While the findings were
incongruous with the work of Nasr (2000a) that religious seminaries have contributed
positively to fueling militancy in Pakistan by producing a generation of new self-styled
Jihadists (Ahmed, 2011; and Rashid, 2008). Likewise, the work of Puri (2010) was also
differing from the abovementioned findings, in which the scholar revealed the
relationship between Pakistani religious seminaries and terrorism. His work strongly
asserted that these seminaries are preaching an ideology of extremism on a religious
and sectarian basis. Table 4.2.1 further raked up that majority 248(81.0%) of the
respondents had opined that religious tenants of peace and tranquility are
overshadowed due to sticker prevalence of sect-based ideology. As it clearly stated by
Allah almighty in the Holy Quran, (4:93) “And whoever kills a believer intentionally,
his recompense is Hell to abide therein; and The Wrath and the Curse of Allah are
upon him and a great punishment is prepared for him”. Equally, lack of coordination
between clerics of different sects had another anchor role in the disintegration of the
prevailing social system stated by 141(46.1%) of the sample size. These findings were
also supported by Maqdisi (1961) that financial patronage was also one of the primary
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tools to maintain the state‟s control over this institution, the ultimate goal was to
control religious scholars, and through them, the followers. Additionally, traditional
local institutions i.e. Madrassas were also a source of legitimization of societal power
structure (Noor et al., 2008). However, the discussion on the role of traditional local
institutions i.e. Madrassas are multidimensional, like prominent researchers argued that
relating these traditional local institutions i.e. Madrassas with religious militancy and
extremism is a political gimmick (Bergen and Pandey, 2006), and misperception
shaped through propaganda campaign against these traditional Islamic institutions
(Khalid, 2008). It was further disclosed form Table 4.2.1 that 238(77.8%) of the total
sample size stated that the virtue of Islam based on brotherhood is replaced with hatred,
dislike and enmity on sect based ideology. These findings were in support of the
preceding outcomes presented in this Table 4.2.1. The religion Islam is presented in a
distorted form just to serve these own vested interests which were against the Islamic
tenants of cohesive as outlined in the Holy Quran in Sura Al-Hujarat (The Inner
Apartments) says that the believers are but a single brotherhood: so, make peace and
reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers; and fear Allah, that you may
receive mercy (Khan, 2015). Similarly, lack of tolerance and the sectarian divide is a
misfortune for a society. It is against the teachings of our religion. Islam stands for
peace, prohibits prejudice, and teaches tolerance. Pakistan got independence in 1947
however, still did not acquire oneness as a nation. After Indonesia, Pakistan has the
world's largest shares of Muslims. Extremism and sectarianism were not a major issue
in Pakistan before the 1980s (Mahsood and Kamran, 2017). Furthermore, it was alluded
by the majority of respondents 239(78.1%) that people recognize themselves on sect
identity rather than sticking to the greater whole (Islam). Also, the majority of the
193(63.1%) respondents stated that a great disdain exists by one sect for the other.
Pakistan‟s domestic Islamist terrorists have long targeted religious minorities, including
Hindus and Christians, as well as others who consider themselves to be Muslims such
as Shia, Barelvis, and Ahmadis because these militant groups do not consider these
minority Muslim sects to be Muslims. Appallingly, it should be noted that many nonmilitants such as influential clerics, popular television talk show hosts, and ordinary
citizens in Pakistan share these views (Hussain, 2008a; Tanveer, 2014; and Ispahani,
2013). Likewise, about two-third of 199(65.0%) of the sample size stated that sects
usually acknowledge their school as an independent cult.
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However, the majority of the 185(60.5%) respondents opined that every sect has
its armed followers as a strength and cogent identity. These findings indicated the
existence of a state within the state. Pakistan‟s sectarian killers continue to claim
thousands of Pakistani lives, these sectarian groups, which are almost exclusively
Deobandi, also share overlapping membership with other Deobandi militant groups
including the Afghan Taliban, the Pakistani Taliban, and the so-called “Kashmiri
tanzeems” that focus upon Kashmir and the rest of India, most notably the Jaish-eMohammad (Zahab and Roy, 2004).
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Table 4.2.1
S.No.

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of religious disparities
Statement

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Total

1

Religion, Islam promote peace and tranquility amongst its followers

269(87.9%)

17(5.6%)

20(6.5%)

306(100)

2

Religion binds by bringing cohesion amongst various sects

256(83.7%)

16(5.2%)

34(11.1%)

306(100)

3

Division of religion on the bases of sects promotes disharmonious and
fissure amongst the locals

225(73.5%)

57(18.6%)

24(7.8%)

306(100)

Religious leaders apathy to address their fissures had led to sectarian
clashes

195(63.7%)

85(27.8%)

26(8.5%)

306(100)

126(41.2%)

163(53.3%)

17(5.6%)

306(100)

248(81.0%)

27(8.8%)

31(10.1%)

306(100)

141(46.1%)

94(30.7%)

71(23.2%)

306(100)

238(77.8%)

46(15.0%)

22(7.2%)

306(100)

239(78.1%)

47(15.4%)

20(6.5%)

306(100)

193(63.1%)

85(27.8%)

28(9.2%)

306(100)

4
5
6
7
8
9

Religious schools, i.e. Madrassah has been promoting the division on the
bases of sects
Islamic tenants of peace and tranquility are overshadowed due to sticker
prevalence of sect based ideology
Lack of coordination between clerics of different sects had another
anchor role in the disintegration of a prevailing social system
The virtue of Islam based on brotherhood is replaced with hatred, dislike
and enmity on sect based ideology

10

People recognize themselves on sect identity rather sticking to greater
whole (Islam)
A great disdain exists by one sect for the other

11

Sects usually acknowledge their own school as an independent cult

199(65.0%)

70(22.9%)

37(12.1%)

306(100)

12

Every sect has its armed followers as a strength and cogent identity

185(60.5%)

62(20.3%)

59(19.3%)

306(100)
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4.2.2

Frequency and percentage distribution of administrative failure to curb
sectarianism
Administrative

failure

regarding

appropriate

action

against

militant

organizations has badly failed to dismantle a well-entrenched and extensively spread
over the terror of sectarian violence. Besides, all banned militant groups continue with
different labels, while their old names are also still in use (Abbas, 2003). Leaders of
such groups enjoy virtual protection from the law and masses of their faction.
Table 4.2.2 disclosed results about administrative failure while eliminating
sectarianism in the study area. The result showed that less than two-third i.e.
190(62.1%) of the respondents stated that due to fragile state control has weakened the
administrative dynamics of the study area, while some i.e. 58(19.0%) of the sample size
negated this statement. About half of the respondents 156(51.0%) opined that being
part of a rigid tribal culture, we had little trust in resolving problems through state legal
discourse but this statement was denied 75(24.5%) of the sample size. These results
could be attributed to the existence of a state within the state. Although the
administrative structure is functional but weak enough to encounter the cultural
hegemony with regards to maintenance of law and order. It is commonly observed that
in Pakistan competence of central and regional government has always remained in
question about its deliverance in containing law and order situation through the civilian
administrative structure. Governance malfunctioned also contributed to a trust deficit in
government which has generated several issues of distrust and inefficiency on part of
executing agencies. Likewise, consecutive governments in Pakistan are either not
willing no competent enough to solve the problems (Mahsood and Kamran, 2017).
Furthermore, about half 148(48.4%) of the sample size stated that the informal
administrative system of controlling the social system is perjury to the legal system of
the country, however, this statement was negated by some of the 80(26.1%)
respondents. Moreover, about one-third of 107(35.0%)of the respondents disclosed that
poor law and order are the resultant factor of ineffective policing in the area, while the
majority of the respondents i.e. 160(52.3%) refuted this statement. These findings
augmented the preceding outcomes which disclosed the state and cultural dynamics
about law and order were paradox in nature and deliverance. For instance, these
findings were in close resemblance to Yusuf (2015) who composed in Foreign Policy,
“Poor governance and insufficient social services are subsidizing to the diffusion of
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radicalism in the province, as radical groups fill the political space by providing
services in terms of education and rehabilitation. Furthermore, Khan (1997) also stated
that sectarianism has also worsened the law and order situation in other parts of the
country. Even it has spread its limbs from Karachi to Gilgit and posed a serious threat
to the fragile state and social harmony.
It can also be summarized from the results that the majority of respondents i.e.
the 213(69.6%) opined that through community-based policing, the administrative
gape/vacuum should be captured, but at the same time, this statement was negated by
some 47(15.4%) of the sample size. About one-third 98(32.0%) of the total sample size
disclosed that local clashes were supported under the guise of administrative cover to
strengthen each sect's positions, but more than half 171(55.9%) of the respondents were
in contradiction with this statement. Besides, the majority 187(61.1%) of the
respondents stated that lack of strong administrative authority led to the division of
local administration on sect-based division, although some of the sample sizes i.e.
75(24.5%) negated this statement. These findings alluded towards the existence of
vacuum in the administrative domain either due to ineffective services provided by the
state maneuvers to control terrorism or local people mistrust over these agencies as
these (local) did not cooperate in eliminating the terror-related activities. Moreover, an
ideal situation where local peoples could participate by becoming part of the local
police was lacking, thus engaging into an unbridgeable gap which might be a harbinger
to the persistence of terrorism in the area. These findings were closely related to the
work of Mahsood and Kamran (2017) that in Pakistan the structure and function of the
state are about to be collapsed. They further added that Pakistan is non-democratic,
virtually based on an authoritarian mode of government which contributes and
influences the relations amongst various sects which could generate sectarian division.
It was further disclosed by about half of the respondents 150(49.0%) stated that Jirga an
institution of resolving issues lost its vitality due to division of society on sect bases but
some of the 132(43.1%) sample size negated this statement. The Jirga system is
considered a kind of political system that survives in societies based on similarity
within the group as one of the distinct characteristics of the study area. In Pakistan, the
Jirga system often overlaps with the government system when a family dispute gets
taken to court, or when a Jirga ruling brings about government prosecution (Shakil,
2017). Moreover, traditional local leadership portals to address issues had also
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weakened the fragile administrative control disclosed by a majority of 172(56.2%) of
the respondents. While this statement was rejected by about one-third of 100(32.7%) of
the total population. About one-third i.e. 95(31.0%) of the respondents stated that
drifting from legal to traditional, and otherwise; led to the emergence of administrative
lacunas in the social system, but the majority 142(46.4%) of the respondents were
found uncertain about this statement. For instance, it has also been highlighted in the
Shakil (2017) that disputes amongst confronting parties take an extra-legal direction
mostly when the legal system is not effective and powerful enough to deal with the
situation. These views were further strengthened by the leading number of respondents
134(43.8%) that administrative mode swings, either operate opt to operate within the
law operators or throw it to the cultural dynamics for settlement has led the situation to
nowhere. Moreover, dubious role of the state agencies to address and access the issue
has further deteriorated the operational capabilities of the state.
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Table 4.2.2
S.No.
1
2
3

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of administrative failure to curb sectarianism

Statement
Fragile state control has weakened the administrative dynamics
of the study area
Being part of a rigid tribal culture, had little trust in resolving
problems through state legal discourse
The informal administrative system of controlling the social
system is perjury to the legal system of the country

4

Poor law and order is the resultant factor of ineffective policing
in the area

5

Community based policing is a true discourse to capture the
administrative gape/vacuum
Local clashes were supported under the guise of administrative
cover to strengthen each sect positions
Lack of strong administrative authority led to the division of
local administration on sect based division
Jirga an institution of resolving issues lost its vitality due to the
division of society on sect bases
Traditional local leadership portal to address issues had also
weaken the fragile administrative control
Drifting from legal to traditional and otherwise led to the
emergence of administrative lacuna in the social system
Frequent and unwanted interference in the administrative
dynamics by different state agencies faced the system with no
point of fixation

6
7
8
9
10
11
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Yes

No

Don’t Know

Total

190(62.1%)

58(19.0%)

58(19.0%)

306(100)

156(51.0%)

75(24.5%)

75(24.5%)

306(100)

148(48.4%)

80(26.1%)

78(25.5%)

306(100)

107(35.0%)

160(52.3%)

39(12.7%)

306(100)

213(69.6%)

47(15.4%)

46(15.0%)

306(100)

98(32.0%)

171(55.9%)

37(12.1%)

306(100)

187(61.1%)

75(24.5%)

44(14.4%)

306(100)

150(49.0%)

132(43.1%)

24(7.8%)

306(100)

172(56.2%)

100(32.7%)

34(11.1%)

306(100)

95(31.0%)

69(22.5%)

142(46.4%)

306(100)

134(43.8%)

55(18.0%)

117(38.2%)

306(100)

4.2.3

Frequency and percentage distribution of power politics
Sectarian conflict is not a general phenomenon. It has deep roots in social,

political, and geopolitical roots across the globe in a variation to its manifestation.
originations. It could be observed as one of the marked divisions in a different religion
in the shape of the sect. Pakistan as the state is no exception to it where Islam
dominates the persistent social structure with obvious division into Shia and Sunni
sects. During the 1980s, the occurrence of Shia-Sunni clashes was erupted more
frequently due to Zia-ul-Haq‟s Islamization policies and the Iranian revolution as a
paradox i.e. the former was Sunni oriented while the latter has a strong endorsement of
the Shia school of thought. The Shias, demonstrating about 20 percent of the
population, have never been very enthusiastic about the Islamization drive and in the
1970s they had sustained the more secularly-oriented Pakistan‟s People‟s Party (PPP),
fearing that the growing tide of militant orthodoxy might turn against them. Leaders of
different religious-political parties were already engaged in a hostile stance against the
Shias thus creating sectarian tensions in Karachi and Punjab. However, the domestic
imperative for this Sunni oriented Islamization was to form alliances with domestic
religious-right parties with known sectarian credentials, for political support. This
sectarian religious right was then provided with easy access to State funds to carry out
their Islamization program as junior partners of the ruling regime (Ahmad, 1997; and
Nasr, 2000b).
Table No 4.2.3 disclosed information regarding political power in the study
area. The results revealed that the majority of the respondents i.e. 223(72.9%) negated
the statement that political powers determined the voting behavior in the study area.
Moreover, some of the respondents i.e. 83(27.1%) stated that political power and
sectarian role go parallel in terms of meeting goals but this statement was refuted by the
majority of the sample size i.e. 189(61.8%). There could easily be linked with a
situation where the social structure usually opts for a combined operational approach of
state and religion. No dichotomy based on religion and state was found feasible in the
study area. While the existing literature was in contrast with the above findings as
explored by Naqvi (2013), they stated that different activities of sectarian militant
groups in Pakistan are supported by Islamist and mainstream political parties which
were not overly militant. Likewise, the majority of the respondents 122(39.9%) stated
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that sectarian aims are mostly achieved through the anchor role of political leadership,
while the same statement was rejected by more than half 170(55.6%) of the sample
size. Furthermore, one-third 100(32.7%) of the total population indicated that local
politics is under the influence of non-local powers, however, this statement was negated
by more than half 167(54.6%) of the respondents. These findings were closely in line
with the work of Ahmad (1998) that the Zia government steadily upheld sectarianism to
counter what it saw as a growing Iranian influence in Pakistan. However, sectarianism
also brought a considerable domestic political benefit for the Zia regime. The Shia–
Sunni conflict was a convenient diversion from the PPP-led political agitation against
the martial law regime, and it was a convenient way of sowing discord amongst the
regime‟s opponents in the regions. Additionally, more than one-third of the respondents
123(40.2%) opined that political organizations do support sectarian agenda in their
relative manifesto although about half 156(51%) of the sample size rejected the fore
mentioned statement. Likewise, more than one third 121(39.5%) of the total sample
size opined that political organizations patronage the militant groups within under its
umbrella, but this statement was not supported by the majority of the 160(52.3%) of the
respondents. These findings alluded towards the prevalence of cogent support from the
political organizations towards sectarian actions. However, it is often kept confidential
for either reason, rather just to tilt the political behavior in their favor. But conversely,
these findings were contradictory with the work of Jalalzai (2002) that some political
parties in Pakistan encourage routinely sectarian groups and suspiciously manipulate
sectarian conflicts for short-term political advantages. Both the SSP and TJP were
tolerable to participate in electoral politics and into alliances with mainstream parties,
the PPP, or the Pakistan Muslim League. Different empirical studies also ascertained
that the government of Pakistan has engaged various Islamist militants as tools to gain
the state‟s goals in neighbor‟s country i.e. India & Afghanistan (Fair, 2014; Nawaz,
2008; and Swami, 2006).
It was further revealed from Table 4.2.3 that about half 133(43.5%) of the
respondents stated that power struggle swung between political rivals based on sect
affiliation, while this statement was rejected by 138(45.1%) of the respondents.
Moreover, the majority of the respondents i.e. 176(57.5%) stated that non-local forces
do support the local sects for the furtherance of their sect‟s agenda. The contemporary
issue of sectarian violence was fueled by the implementation of an Islamic government
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ruled by the „guardianship of the jurist‟ which is yet a debatable issue among Sunni and
Shia in Iran. They also motivated other groups in Afghanistan, Bahrain, Lebanon, and
Iraq for promoting Shiaism with no support from the Sunni to their followers. At the
same time, Saudi Arabia also encouraged Wahhabism to confront the „Shia threat‟
(Council on Foreign Relations, 2016). Likewise, Pakistan‟s Deobandi sectarian militant
groups have worked as the key sub-contractors for Al-Qaeda in Pakistan (Fair, 2004).
Similarly, about half of the respondents i.e. 132(43.1%) opined that both Shia and
Sunni receive cost and support from non-local forces to sustain their set goals but more
than one-third 107(35.0%) of the respondents were denied the statement. Likewise, the
majority of the respondents 181(59.2%) stated that local dynamics have entered into
fragile and vulnerable composition due to foreign involvement. It is evident from the
findings that the sectarian issue was fueled not only by the internal actors but external
forces involved further aggravated the situation. This sort of situation disturbed the set
socio-cultural and religio-political dynamics of the country, which no other alternate
paradigm to have endorsement from the local masses, having the confidence of both
sects. It has been discovered by Zahab (2002) that the Iran government provided
financial assistance to Pakistani Shias and opened cultural centers in a different
Pakistani city, with the provision of financial assistance to the young population in
Pashtun tribal areas of Gilgit and Baltistan, to carry out studies in the cities of Qom and
Najaf, where they created contacts with Shias from the Middle East, and in particular
from Lebanon. Also, Iran‟s extremist was interested in promoting Islamic militancy
(Ahmad, 1997). Moreover, about two-thirds i.e. 199(65%) of the respondents disclosed
that local political leadership has been marginalized and replaced by international
players of the game. It could be easily attributed to the dys-functionalism of the state
institutions which create a space for the actors to make some significant inroads within
the system (Chaudhri, 2009). In addition, more than two-third i.e. 223(72.9%) of the
sample size stated that local political organizations (parties) failed to extend and cover
the political gap once created by sect based division, constant break down of
democracy, rules of martial laws further exploited the situation in form of these nonstate actors as could be adjudged from these findings. In Pakistan, both sects i.e. Sunnis
and Shias consider themselves as political parties, the former as the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-eIslam (JUI) and SSP and the latter as Tehrik Nafaz Fiqah Jafria (TNFJ) and SMP (Alvi,
1988). Additionally, the majority of the respondents i.e. 230(75.2%) stated that sectbased politics promoted sectarian division of the society. These findings were in
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alignment with the preceding outcomes. Consistent breakdown of the system with a
vivid fissure in the social system through the involvement of religious forces, while
leading political forces such as PPP and other mainstream parties were curbed of either
reasons to perform. This sort of model of state paradigm could be observed when the
Syrian civil war has been supported by Iran and Saudi Arabia. Different sectarian
Groups on the ground such as Hezbollah and the Free Syrian Army (FSA) are being
used to control and annex regions within Syria by the Sunni “Saudi Arabia and
Turkey”, and the Shia “Iran”. Power tussles amongst the Sunni and Shia groups are
taking place with arms being given and in effect this clashes are growing in the region
day by day (Monshipouri and Weiger, 2014).
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Table 4.2.3
S.No.
1
2

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of power politics

Statement
Political powers determined the voting behavior

Yes
71(23.2%)

No
223(72.9%)

Don’t Know
12(3.9%)

Total
306(100)

Political power and sectarian role go parallel in terms of
meetings goals
Sectarian aims are mostly achieved through anchor role of
political leadership

83(27.1%)

189(61.8%)

34(11.1%)

306(100)

122(39.9%)

170(55.6%)

14(4.6%)

306(100)

4

Local politics is under the influence of non-local powers

100(32.7%)

167(54.6%)

39(12.7%)

306(100)

5

Political organizations do support sectarian agenda in their
relative manifesto
Political organizations patronage the militant groups within its
own self
Power struggle swung between political rivals on the basis of
sect affiliation
Non local forces (countries) do support the local sects for
furtherance their sect agenda
Both Shia and Sunni receive cost and kind support from nonlocal forces to sustain their set goals
Local dynamics have entered into fragile and vulnerable
composition due to foreign involvement
Local political leadership has been marginalized and replaced
by international players of the game
Local political organizations (parties) failed to extend and
cover the political gap once created by sect based division
Sect based politics promoted sectarian division of the society

123(40.2%)

156(51.0%)

27(8.8%)

306(100)

121(39.5%)

160(52.3%)

25(8.2%)

306(100)

133(43.5%)

138(45.1%)

35(11.4%)

306(100)

176(57.5%)

81(26.5%)

49(16.0%)

306(100)

132(43.1%)

107(35.0%)

67(21.9%)

306(100)

181(59.2%)

66(21.6%)

59(19.3%)

306(100)

199(65.0%)

72(23.5%)

35(11.4%)

306(100)

223(72.9%)

53(17.3%)

30(9.8%)

306(100)

230(75.2%)

47(15.4%)

29(9.5%)

306(100)

3

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
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4.2.4

Frequency and percentage distribution of government failure
Sectarian clashes are the outcome of the division of social system on rigid lines

dividing the inhabitants based on sects, within the layer whole i.e. major religion.
Moreover, its ramification gets imminence when the pertaining law does not take its
due course to contain such modes. Such circumstances further contribute to the
weakening of the nation-state dynamics of political, economic, and religious harmony
(Yusuf, 2012). Canvassing the root cause and pattern of violence in the case of Pakistan
is extremely difficult as the society is ethnically heterogeneous and is divided on sect
based ideological line and being determined in the aftermath of sect dominance.
However, the main cause of radicalization can be traced back to the resultant outcomes
of poverty, economic deprivation, social injustices, illiteracy, and political
marginalization as well (Pak Institute of Peace Studies, 2013).
Table 4.2.4 revealed information regarding government failure in the study area
concerning order maintenance. The results disclosed that the majority of respondents
i.e. 220(71.9%) stated that lack of apathy on part of government control to negotiate
has led to the deterioration of law and order, while one-fourth of respondents i.e.
77(25.2%) disagreed with the aforementioned statement. These findings could be
associated with the tribal-based social dynamics governing in the study area. The
government has been trying hard to establish its formal control through state laws.
However, the local customs and traditions have long been in operation while
controlling and directing the behavioral patterns of the locals. These findings were
closely in line with the work of Rana (2014) who discovered that split and violence
between sectarian groups are the results of empowering both groups which further
enhance and bring alteration in socio-cultural patterns of the Pakistani society. Besides,
hate harangues are also one of the major factors of such fissures within the rank and file
of the social system. Furthermore, the majority of respondents i.e. 224(73.2%) revealed
that the placid role of the educational institution provides education ended at ineptitude
role of mainstreaming, while only a few respondents i.e. 59(19.3%) rejected the
statement. The value of syllabus in Pakistani academics has also been questioned by
scholars for its hate speech, sectarian biases, and uselessness in inculcating civil values
rather has deeply marred the existing social harmony by advocating the division based
on sects. All such elements patronizing has their religious grabs, with a focus on
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serving their own set agenda of interests. These elements are usually inspired by the
rigid religious doctrines, operating within and outside borders (Ahmed, 2011; and
Nayyar and Salim, 2003). Moreover, the majority of respondents i.e. 202(66.0%)
opined that dysfunctional institutional role in terms of cohesive bonds resulted in
sectarian division, whereas about one-fourth of respondents i.e. 73(23.9%) negated the
statement. State machinery i.e. police, courts, etc., performance has been long a debated
issue within the masses and even in parliament pertaining to its failure in deliverance
within time. A report by the Timor (2002) pointed out that debarred religious and
sectarian groups in Pakistan are spreading fanaticism.

Likewise, the majority of

respondents i.e. 202(66.0%) disclosed that legislators (MPA‟s & MNA‟s) failed to
bring integration to the social, political, and administrative paradigm of the area.
However, this statement was negated by some of the 62(20.3%) respondents. These
findings augment the preceding conclusions, and could closely be related to the work of
Zulqarnain (2015) who found that in Pakistan, the power fighting among various
stakeholders is the main cause of many issues. Moreover, political incompetence is the
key cause of the sectarian conflict (Abbas, 2010). Additionally, about half of
respondents i.e. 147(48.0%) alluded that lack of foresight on part of both formal and
informal leaders deteriorated and shattered the established fabrics of the social system,
while about one-third of respondents i.e. 97(31.7%) refuted the statement. In addition,
about one-third of respondents i.e. 107(35.0%) disclosed that the emergence of
nationalist feelings crept into politics due to the pathetic role of political leadership, but
this statement was not supported by more than on third i.e. 115(37.6%) of respondents.
Frequent non-occurrence of democratic events like elections due to consistent
involvement of armed forces had led to the existence of a gap within the societal orders.
This gap was filled by such elements, which worked on both sides of the state
operational mechanics to achieve their own set agenda while taking entrenched with
diatribes. The key leaders of both groups openly against each other, such hatred
speeches further inflamed the sectarian fires among the young blood (Rana and Ansari,
2004). Moreover, more than half of respondents i.e. 158(51.6%) argued that nationalbased politics was marginalized and replaced by sect-based ideology due to the inactive
role of government, but this statement was negated by about one-third 103(33.7%) of
respondents. It was endorsed by various scholars that sectarianism is a serious peril that
deteriorates and detrimental to the national unity and social integrity. (Mahsood &
Muhammad, 2017; Musarrat & Khan, 2014; Rathore & Basit, 2010; and Grare, 2006).
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Likewise, the majority of respondents i.e. 221(72.2%) alluded that disintegration in
social and political terms weakens the national spirit of oneness, although only a few
respondents i.e. 52(17.0%) denied the statement. These findings indicated the nonexistence and poor state of affairs pertaining to creating, maintaining, and directing the
social orders for getting a higher degree of social harmony and integration. It could be
attributed to the circumstances between Shia and Sunni is threatening which is further
challenging the national integration of Pakistani society. It will unquestionably promote
the atmosphere of civil war (Shah, 2012). Furthermore, the majority of respondents i.e.
228(74.5%) disclosed that state administrative control has been dependent on seeking
support for the local sect‟s elites/leadership, however, this statement was refuted by
some of the respondents 44(14.4%) respectively. Additionally, two-thirds of the sample
size i.e. 194(63.4%) disclosed that the ineffective role of politics and administration is
the missing link towards social cohesion in the area, while the same statement was
disapproved by 69(22.5%) sample size. All such information could be linked with the
existence of the gap being created due to the non-active role of political organizations.
Moreover, the state administration's lukewarm approach to encourage local leadership
based on true democratic paths has further eroded the smooth transition of rigid cultural
patterns to a smooth and subtle integrating fabric, which has the ability of maximum
local inclusion. In addition, this power politics is playing on local, national as well as
the international level (Mahsood and Kamran, 2017).
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Table 4.2.4

Showing Frequency and percentage distribution of government failure

S.No.

Statement

1

Lack of apathy on part of the control government to negotiate has led
to the deterioration of law and order
Placid role of education institution provide education ended at
ineptitude role of mainstreaming

2
3

Dysfunctional institutional role in terms of cohesive bonds resulted
into sectarian division

4

Legislators (MPA,s & MNA,s) failed to bring integration to the social,
political and administrative paradigm of the area
Lack of foresight on part of both formal and informal leaders
deteriorated and shattered the established fabrics of the society/study
area
Emergence of nationalists feelings crept into political due to pathetic
role of political leadership

5

6
7
8
9
10

National based politics marginalized and replaced by sect based
ideology due to inactive role of government
Disintegration in social and political terms weaken the national spirit
of oneness
State administrative control has been dependent on seeking support for
the local sects elites/leadership
Ineffective role of politics and administration is the missing links
towards social cohesion in the area
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Yes

No

Don’t Know

Total

220(71.9%)

77(25.2%)

9(2.9%)

306(100)

224(73.2%)

59(19.3%)

23(7.5%)

306(100)

202(66.0%)

73(23.9%)

31(10.1%)

306(100)

202(66.0%)

62(20.3%)

42(13.7%)

306(100)

147(48.0%)

97(31.7%)

62(20.3%)

306(100)

107(35.0%)

115(37.6%)

84(27.5%)

306(100)

158(51.6%)

103(33.7%)

45(14.7%)

306(100)

221(72.2%)

52(17.0%)

33(10.8%)

306(100)

228(74.5%)

44(14.4%)

34(11.1%)

306(100)

194(63.4%)

69(22.5%)

43(14.1%)

306(100)

4.2.5

Frequency and percentage distribution of post-Afghan war scenario
The association between the Afghan war and sectarian conflict has been deep-

rooted in Pakistan, as is being acknowledged after 1996 incidents of sectarian conflict
which not only spread out but its modes Operandi and fallout patterns adopted various
and manifestation (Jalalzai, 2000). This phenomenon emerged with funding provided
by the United States for their strategic interest, albeit Iran involvement, resulting in
sprouting terrorism in the area (International Crisis Group, 2012). After 9/11 the
situation turned altogether against Pakistan, when pro-Islamist were declared terrorists
by the United States with Pakistan to standby the US, this invited the backlash of these
Muslim insurgents against Pakistan. All anti-US groups joined their hands together to
fight against Pakistan putting the area into state chaos and destabilization (Nasr,
2000a).
Table 4.2.5 disclosed information regarding post afghan war scenario
concerning uncertainty and chaos in the region. Almost all of the respondents i.e.
261(85.3%) revealed that the Russian invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, led to the
initiation of proxy war in the region. For example, Pakistan‟s sectarian clashes have
long been transformed by outside events such as the revolution of Iranian, the conflict
of Iran-Iraq, and Jihad against Soviet in Afghanistan and have a confrontational
synergy in relationship with the Sunni Islamization of the state that began to unfold in
the nation‟s earliest years led by Zia‟s regime (Haqqani, 2005). Furthermore, more than
half of respondents i.e. 173(56.5%) alluded that major world powers focused on getting
hegemony by establishing their vested interests, while only a few numbers of
respondents i.e. 91(29.7%) were uncertain about the aforementioned statement. It was
evident from the results that the study area was immensely influenced by the
involvement of foreign forces, particularly in Afghanistan. The above findings were
also supported by Wright (2011), that internationals influence drifted towards Pakistan
during that specific period, which was incisively transformed by this Jihadi ethos forces
for carrying farther the own agenda under the tacit support of incumbent governments
in the state of Pakistan. Moreover, more than half of respondents i.e. 174(56.9%) stated
that Pakistan could not remain alien to these development being a border state, but only
a fraction of the sample size i.e. 69(22.5%) was uncertain about this statement.
Pashtun‟s at the border of Afghanistan and Pakistan has been divided into two entities
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through Durand Line which was originated by Britain in the 19th century. Since there,
Pakistan has been profoundly influenced by the events taking place across the border in
Afghanistan. The Taliban and Talibanization have gotten to be increasingly common,
which have been supported by Pakistan‟s military, government, and religious groups
could be some of the prominent reasons by transforming Taliban into a formidable
force, who had a strong background experience of war in Afghanistan (Tarzi and
McCloud, 2004). It was further bent from table 4.2.5 that the majority of respondents
i.e. 221(72.2%) concluded that the Afghan war soon took the shape of a religious-based
conflict, however, was refuted by 66(21.6%) sample size. Jihad in Afghanistan in the
1980‟s given a fabulous explanation to the devout organizations in Pakistan to get a
tremendous amount from Mideast Muslim nations for the sake of Afghan war which
was later utilized for sectarian violence (Ahmad, 1998). Also, a majority of respondents
i.e. 225(73.5%) revealed that the US exploited the Afghans in the premise of holy war.
For example, The United States upheld Afghans resistance against its Cold War, and
opponent, which was also vented by the Gen. Zia administration since it gives access to
acquire from the U.S. international funds market (Cooley, 2000). Likewise, the
majority of respondents i.e. 232(75.8%) pointed towards the division based on sects
was further augmented through the uncontrolled provision of weapons left behind the
Afghan war. Similarly, about two-third i.e. 195(63.7%) respondents opined that Saudi
intervention to encounter the Iranian ideology of revolution at the doorstep further
worsened the situation, although few number 60(19.6%) of respondents rejected the
aforementioned statement. For example, Saudi Arabia and Iran also encouraged
sectarian politics and played their proxy war in Pakistan (Ahmed, 2011). Moreover,
more than half of respondents i.e. 163(53.3%) disclosed that Iran did use its influence
to support Shia with cash and kind (Weapons), whereas about one third 104(34.0%) of
respondents denied this statement. The quick progress made by the organization in
energizing Pakistani Shias, as well as its close contacts with Iranian intelligence also set
off alarm bells in Islamabad as being an unrefuted reality (Rahman, 2002).
Additionally, the majority of respondents i.e. 238(77.8%) stated that the Pakistan
government's apathy to address the aggravated situation further deepened the sectarian
division, while only a few numbers of respondents i.e. 56(18.3%) disagreed with the
mentioned statement. Qazi (2011) argued in his work that most of the Pakistanis
believe the war in the local Pashtun proximity erupted due to the active involvement of
the foreign forces like Iran, Israel, and India. However, local dynamics vibrated for
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capitulating over the resources, and events could not be ruled out as well. All these
were seen to be an outcome of tilt within the bureaucracy both civil and military for
renting these conflicts to serve their interests. These were for the strengthened therein
uninterrupted movement across the borders by these Afghanis as pointed out by
244(79.7%) of the respondents to be the major ingredients of war dynamics. However,
cross border movement was negated with lesser influence towards war as pointed out
by 37(12.1%) respondents indicating a negligible nature of representation. These
findings had some strong support from the work of Rana and Sial (2013) that cross
border movement of the warriors between Pakistan and Afghanistan was unabated and
undiminished in nature due to a long and porous border between these two states.
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Table 4.2.5

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of post-Afghan war scenario

S.No.

Statement

Yes

No

Don’t know

Total

1

The Russian invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, led to the initiation
of proxy war in the region

261(85.3%)

16(5.2%)

29(9.5%)

306(100)

173(56.5%)

42(13.7%)

91(29.7%)

306(100)

174(56.9%)

63(20.6%)

69(22.5%)

306(100)

221(72.2%)

66(21.6%)

19(6.2%)

306(100)

225(73.5%)

28(9.2%)

53(17.3%)

306(100)

232(75.8%)

40(13.1%)

34(11.1%)

306(100)

195(63.7%)

60(19.6%)

51(16.7%)

306(100)

163(53.3%)

104(34.0%)

39(12.7%)

306(100)

238(77.8%)

56(18.3%)

12(3.9%)

306(100)

244(79.7%)

37(12.1%)

25(8.2%)

306(100)

2

4

Major world powers focused on getting hegemony by establishing
their vested interests
Pakistan could not remain alien to these development being a
border state
Afghan war soon took the shape of a religious based conflict

5

US exploited the afghans in the pretext of holy war

6

The division based on sects was further augmented through the
uncontrolled provision of weapons left behind the Afghan war
Saudi intervention to enrage the Iranian ideology of revolution at
doorstep further augmented the situation
Iran did use its influence to support Shia with cash and kind
(Weapons)

3

7
8
9
10

The Pakistan government apathy to address the aggravated
situation further deepened the sectarian division
Frequent Afghan wars, boarder moment was another fueling factor
the sectarian division to both sects
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4.2.6

Frequency and percentage distribution of foreign involvement in the area
based on sects
As noted previously, the foreign policy of a country often determines the

obvious factors to regulate and control terrorist activity under the preamble of
international law (Savun and Philips, 2009). Religious groups have been the candid
targets of western power to thwart the extremism being flourished in the Islamic world.
Sectarian division of the Islamic society was one of its major ingredients, which
damaged the society and national integration of Pakistani society in a holistic manner.
Al-Qaida was observed being strongly supported and making its inroads in Pakistani
society through the Deobandi group (Shah, 2014 and Fair, 2004).
Table 4.2.6 amply provided information regarding foreign involvement in the
area based on sects. The results revealed that more than half of respondents i.e.
163(53.3%) conceded to the foreign involvement as a vivid factor in supporting each
sect while this statement was negated by less than one third i.e. 91(29.7%) of the
sample size. This could be attributed to the agenda of the foreign forces to thwart the
rise of terrorism on its soil of origin curtail its holistic damage, posed for them.
Publically blamed by the victims and vulnerable groups for aiding their offenders to
promote the war and terror. Similarly, America, India, Afghanistan, and Saudi Arabia
were other, which are believed to be responsible for aiding the groups participating in
sectarian violence in Pakistan (International Crisis Group, 2005). Moreover, the
majority of respondents i.e. 181(59.2%) urged that Sunni‟s are mostly financed and
supported by Sunni states, whereas the aforementioned statement was refuted by a
negligible number i.e. 88(28.8%) of respondents. These mentioned findings were easily
endorsed in the scenario of Mideast countries, that external Sunni actors not only Saudi
Arabia but also Qatar and Turkey, comprising of individual clergies also have backed
the Syrian opposition outfits for defeating the Bashar al-Assad regime in sectarian
means. Even Turkey had permitted the foreign fighters to cross the Syria territories
during the early uprising against Al-Assad and has only recently sought to thoroughly
crackdown on these movements (CBSnews, 2015). Additionally, it has been affirmed
from Table 4.2.6 that more than half of respondents i.e. 160(52.3%) disclosed that
Shia‟s had the military and financial support from Iran while more than one-third i.e.
109(35.6%) of respondents denied this statement. These findings revealed the rise of
terrorism and terrorist activities as the resultant outcome of the Shia and Sunni division,
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aggravated by foreign funding for meeting their uttered designs. These findings were
also endorsed by Ahmed (2011) that Iran openly supported the Shia community to
counter the Sunni antagonism. Furthermore, more than half of respondents i.e.
198(64.7%) stated that sectarianism is the result of external funding of foreign agents,
while

one-fourth

64(20.9%)

of

respondents

were

uncertain

regarding

the

aforementioned statement. These findings were thoroughly endorsed by Atwan (2006)
that in the 1980s arena, Pakistan became a luxuriant ground for the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and their strategic interest in the region. Congruently, in the Afghan War, Saudi
Arabia enthusiastically backed and supported the Afghan and Arab fighters as well. It
has been estimated that Saudi Arabia split the cost of that with the U.S., bearing a cost
of more than 20 billion USD. Subsequently, in Pakistan, religious institutions have
been charged with fostering the agenda of their foreign donors and actors. As such
donors and actors embraced different sect based ideologies, and these seminaries had
been backed and nurtured sectarian warfare by them in different regions of Pakistan
(Rathore, 2015). Likewise, the majority of the sample size i.e. 177(57.8%) disclosed
that sectarianism is the resultant factor of foreign funding to each sect, whereas more
than one-fourth i.e. 77(25.2%) of respondents were uncertain about this statement.
These findings strongly advocate the existence of a foreign role for airing sectarianism
fissures in Pakistani society. To play their proxy war through sectarian politics in
Pakistan Iran and Saudi Arabia were involved to hegemony for each school of thought
(Ahmed, 2011). Furthermore, the majority of respondents i.e. 169(55.2%) opined that
ideology based organization took place with a stanch existence of weaponry as
indicated by Pak Institute of Peace Studies (2011) that some of the sectarian groups
particularly Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP, 4,000-7,000 “trained fighters”) and
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi which are also affiliated with Al Qaeda. These two groups were
operating in southern Punjab, some areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa comprising of tribal
belt, Baluchistan and Karachi. Furthermore, a scholar Asif (2012), also unveiled that
Lashkar e Jhangvi, TTP, and Jandullah group also targeted the Shias communities in
different regions of the state. Moreover, more than half of respondents i.e. 159(52.0%)
alluded that internal powers/actors do invest in the area to further their design, but the
aforementioned statement was denied by 87(28.4%) sample size. Space for any
ideology is hard to get roots until locals do not support it. Deplorably most of the rulers
in Pakistan have come into power by clutching authority with low community support
were usually met with the nonexistence of legitimacy and authenticity, thus keeping
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themselves in command and to prolong their regime they had usually supported such
kinds of religio-political organizations “All dictators and even Mr. Bhutto supported
them to have their favor for their governance” (Naek, 1994). However, sectarianism in
Pakistan is very terrible and influencing the unwary, illiterate simple people very easily
due to their unawareness and simplicity which is exploited by interest-oriented and
politically motivated religious leaders (Spotlight on Regional Affairs, 2005).
Additionally, the majority of respondents i.e. 200(65.4%) disclosed that anti-Pakistan
states have high orientations to sustain militant existence to damage Pakistan as a state,
while only a few numbers of sample size i.e. 71(23.2%) were uncertain about this
statement. These findings indicated that the respondents, though with minimal
understanding the political dynamism, however still had a clear picture of non-local
power involvement to destabilize Pakistan as a state. Afghan conflict spreading over
decades, is considered to be one of the obvious reasons for the emergence of terrorism
in Pakistan. Afghan Intelligence (KHAD) and Russian (KGB) services were massively
believed to be in support of terrorist activities during this period (Wright, 2007).
Likewise, more than one-third of respondents i.e. 123(40.2%) urged that locals have the
information of foreign agents as anti-Pakistan, but less than one-third of the sample size
i.e. 92(30.1%) negated the aforementioned statement. Furthermore, less than one-third
i.e. 98(32.0%) of respondents urged that different NGOs also played a negative role in
escalating the war feelings in the area, while more than one-third i.e. 114(37.3%) of the
sample size denied this statement. In addition, it has been disclosed by the sampled
population through more than half of respondents i.e. 155(50.7%) that Indian presence
in Afghanistan had always been a factor of destabilizing Pakistan social order, while
more than one fourth i.e. 90(29.4%) of sample size was uncertain about this statement.
These findings further fortified the claim of Ajmal Qadri of JUI (Q) that the RAW
(Research and Analysis Wing) India's intelligence agency, was liable for the spate of
sectarianism and religious warfare in the regions of Pakistan (International Crisis
Group, 2005). Moreover, the majority of respondents i.e. 177(57.8%) urged that
destabilization in different parts of Pakistan is the direct outcome of Indian presence in
Afghanistan, whereas less than one-third i.e. 94(30.7%) of respondents denied
aforementioned this statement. All this information authenticates the people's
awareness regarding the Indian hostile attitude towards Pakistan. India had a long
history of rivalry with Pakistan, as both had fought three major wars as well. These
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findings were in line with the conclusions of Ahmad (1998) that disturbance, terrorism
and anti-state activities and India's role in it with regards Pakistan is indispensable.
Consistently, the involvement of the United States, Iran, and Saudi Arabia
stirred up sectarian hatred and from outside within the territory. The two regional
tycoons i.e. Iran and Saudi Arabia were profoundly involved in endless competitions
for their regional preeminence, supremacy, and power. They were struggling and
fighting proxy wars for direct intrusion in the Mideast countries i.e. Iraq, Syria, and
Yemen to further their vested agenda. In external relations, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia was being backed by other Sunni states, often collaboration with Iran‟s nemesis,
the United States, to rigorously marginalize the influence of Iran upon all over the
region, while Iran relied upon their regional Shias allies, particularly in Iraq and
Lebanon, to thwart joint US-Saudi anti-Iran attempts in the region. While, on the other
hand, the Russian Federation though not a party with the Shia–Sunni conflict or SaudiIran rivalry, had militarily intruded in Syria to predominantly defending its strategic
vested interests, but indirectly backed and aided Iran and its Shias allies to knock out
Saudi Arabia, United States, and Israel from Syria respectively (Nuruzzaman, 2019).
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Table 4.2.6
S.No.

Showing foreign involvement in the area based on sects
Statement

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Total

1

Foreign involvement was vivid in supporting each sect

163(53.3%)

91(29.7%)

52(17.0%)

306(100)

2

Sunni‟s are mostly financed and supported by Sunni states

181(59.2%)

88(28.8%)

37(12.1%)

306(100)

3

Shia‟s had the military and financial support from Iran

160(52.3%)

109(35.6%)

37(12.1%)

306(100)

4

Sectarianism is the result of external funding of foreign agents

198(64.7%)

44(14.4%)

64(20.9%)

306(100)

5

Sectarianism is the resultant factor of foreign funding to each
sect
Ideology based organization took place with a stanch existence
weaponry
Internal powers/actors do invest in the area to farther their own
design
Anti-Pakistan states have high orientations to sustain militant
existence to damage Pakistan as a state
Locals has the information of foreign agents as anti-Pakistan

177(57.8%)

52(17.0%)

77(25.2%)

306(100)

169(55.2%)

96(31.4%)

41(13.4%)

306(100)

159(52.0%)

87(28.4%)

60(19.6%)

306(100)

200(65.4%)

35(11.4%)

71(23.2%)

306(100)

123(40.2%)

92(30.1%)

91(29.7%)

306(100)

98(32.0%)

114(37.3%)

94(30.7%)

306(100)

155(50.7%)

61(19.9%)

90(29.4%)

306(100)

177(57.8%)

35(11.4%)

94(30.7%)

306(100)

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Different NGO,s also played a negative role in escalating the
war feelings in the area
Indian presence in Afghanistan had always been a factor in
destabilizing Pakistan social order
Destabilization in different parts of Pakistan is the direct
outcome of Indian presence in Afghanistan
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4.2.7

Frequency and percentage distribution of racial differentials
Races and tribes do play a pivotal role in the integrational social cohesion at the

community and society level. The very reason could be attributed to a primary based
relationship with each race and tribe enjoys both intra and intermarriages. However, in
some cases some relationship may prove brutal if some serious considerations of faith
creep in the study area, once enjoying a calm and serene environment, where mutual
trust and brotherhood prevailed however due to the tacit and explicit involvement of
foreign forces. All turned it into a hell for the locals based on the division of sects.
Table 4.2.7 revealed information regarding racial differentials in the study area.
It is evident from the table that the majority i.e. 251(82.0%) of respondents disclosed
that different ethnic groups were living in a congenial environment before the Afghan
war. Sectarianism was promoted among the public for collective identity to gain
political purposes in Pakistan. Almost all non-state actors involved in the game took
onward the foreign agenda albeit the incumbent military ruler did vibrate such
intricacies for getting his political goals achieved as pointed out by Azad (1996), in this
regard All Pakistan Muhajir Student Organization (APMSO) came into existence in
1978. Moreover, more than half i.e. 156(51.0%) of the sample size stated that ethnic
division was supported to provide a breathing space to sectarian ideology, while about
one-third i.e. 100(32.7%) of respondents denied the statement. In Pakistan religious
terrorist activities are the only form of terrorism however, the political structure could
not be absolved of this responsibility to promote ethnicity and to create sectarianism
resultantly emerged violent conflicts (Ahmar, 1996; and Azad, 1996). Furthermore,
more than half i.e. 104(34.0%) of respondents opined that sects were motivated through
financial and kind support to establish their own identity, while less than half i.e.
145(47.4%) of respondents negated the aforementioned statement. The findings
contrasted with the arguments that almost all of the sectarian groups working in
Pakistan were getting financial assistance from foreign countries and these countries
had their strategic goals for supporting sectarianism, “The style of incidents advocates
that sectarianism was facilitated by external and internal actors to indoctrinate youth
and to gain their interests” (International Crisis Group, 2005). It could be further
augmented with the events that took place, that since 1979, Iran had also spent blood
and ample treasure to made their influence and supremacy felt to the shores of the
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Mediterranean. Efforts of Iran were resisted by Arab countries, through Sunni
sectarianism in the region (Nasr, 2014). Likewise, more than half of respondents i.e.
161(52.6%) alluded that ethnic violence was encouraged without the pathetic role of
Pakistan as a state, but less than one-third i.e. 93(30.4%) respondents rejected the
statement. These developments led to the rise of the feeling of self and sect instead of a
state. Most of the members were enshrined with a sect identity coupled with playing a
well-defined role for his/her sect. These findings were similar to Traboulsi (2016) that
any Lebanese, as a member of society, had his/her social, educational, and political
rights demarcated in the context of his/her sect and ethnic group rather than as a
Lebanese citizen. Their rights were part of their sect and ethnic identity as opposed to
his/her Lebanese identity. Predominantly, the sects‟ leaders manifest controlled the
individuals in their respective sects and ethnic group. However, command and control
tactics amplified during the civil war and were reinforced in the postwar arena,
strengthened the hegemony of the sects‟ leaders over different groups society, and
maintained an institutionalized fragmented society. Similarly, the majority i.e.
218(71.2%) of respondents disclosed that social disintegration was encouraged by
pushing different sects into the war-like situation, while friction i.e. 60(19.6%) of the
sample size disagreed with the statement. These findings could be attributed to the onground situation which had made some grim inroads into the social fabrics through
creating vivid fissures. The founder of Pakistan Quid e Azam came to know about these
different sects in Pakistan and he stressfully informed the nation about the adverse
effects of sectarianism. In one of his speeches in Dacca in 1948, he expressed “for
God‟s sake leave this provincialism if you are willful to be one nation” Sectionalism of
Shia, Sunni, and Provincialism are the curses to defect unity of the nation (Jinnah,
1989; and Kaileh & Shams, 2014). Additionally, more than i.e. 176(57.5%) of
respondents urged that politics were diverted and reinvigorated on the sect based
composition, whereas more than one fourth i.e. 85(27.8%) of respondents rejected the
statement. The sectarian issue was irrelevant at the time of the Pakistan movement. But
after independence, this issue emerged soon after a few years of independence. The
sole reasons were the political instability, foreign involvement in both cash & kind, and
local-national political leadership silence over the emergence of such dynamics in
politics (Kalin and Siddiqui, 2014; and Rana and Ansari, 2004). Furthermore, the
majority i.e. 191(62.4%) of respondents declared that State institution could not
perform their role in mainstreaming the local population, but about one-fourth i.e.
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75(24.5%) of respondents denied the respective statement. Political organizations bleak
role in encountering the foreign agenda of the division of society. Failure of state
administrative domain and denial of basic rights to an individual with special reference
to members of the minority could be the sole reasons as pointed out by some studies
show that unequal treatment is faced by minority groups in Pakistan, the government
should take some step to ensure equal rights of minority groups. It has been explained
that the government of Pakistan is failed to safeguard the rights of religious minorities
and for that reason, the government of Pakistan is also criticized. Sunni Muslims are
estimated at 180 million in Pakistan. Currently, in most of the incidents Shia Muslims,
Christians, and Hindu minorities are targeted in Pakistan and most of the attacks are
from religious extremists (Dawn, 2010). Fair (2015) further elaborated on the Pakistan
situation and concluded that in Pakistan, the religious and militant outfits had targeted
the minorities for long including the Muslim Shias, Hindus, and Christians, due to their
respective faith which lead to a common perception in the global world that Pakistan
was not a safe place for the non-Muslims (Jahangir, 2015). Likewise, the majority i.e.
198(64.7%) of respondents stated that blood relationship earlier existed amongst
different sects was disowned by the relative families, while one fourth i.e. 79(25.8%) of
sample size was uncertain about the statement. Similarly, the majority i.e. 181(59.2%)
of respondents revealed that locals were over-numbered by the adjacent tribes to
establish their stake in the area, but the statement was denied by only friction i.e.
54(17.6%) of respondents. Additionally, the majority i.e. 178(58.2%) of respondents
affirmed that racial volatility in either part of the region affected nook and corner of the
area, while the same statement was negated by less than one fourth i.e. 71(23.2%) of
respondents. These findings indicated the division of the study area, with some deep
division in ranks and file even in the blood relationship. Family life was thwarted due
to denial of the established relationship based on marriage and affinity. Moreover,
sectarian hatred led to the bloodbath of the minority. For instance, the minority of the
Hazara community whose members are Shia in Baluchistan are attacked several times.
In the recent past, the targeted attacks on the Hazara community is increased. It
includes the killing of the chairman of the Hazara Democratic Party in January 2009 (In
Baluchistan about 700 Hazaras community members were killed for the sake of
sectarian reason) (World Socialist, 2012).
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Furthermore, during the 1980s, Islamization in Pakistan sowed the seeds of
poison ivy, which had been developed into a full-grown tree now. All the successive
regimes chopped off the branches instead of removing the roots. The influx of petrodollars from Washington during the Afghan war plagued the entire regions of Pakistan
with the elements of hatred and bigotry, which continued to haunt the entire layers of
Pakistani society (Raza, 2015; and Gishkori, 2015).
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Table 4.2.7

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of racial differentials

S.No.

Statement

1

Different ethnic groups were living in a congenial environment
before the Afghan war
The ethnic division was supported to provide a breathing space
to sectarian ideology
Sects were motivated through financial and kind support to
establish their own identity

2
3
4

Ethnic violence was encouraged sans the pathetic role of
Pakistan as a state

5

Social disintegration was encouraged by pushing different sects
into war-like situation
Politics were diverted and reinvigorated on the sect based
composition
State institution could not perform their role to mainstreaming
the local population

6
7
8
9
10

Blood relationship earlier existed amongst different sects, was
disowned by the relative families
Locals were over-numbered by the adjacent tribes to establish
their stake in the area
Racial volatility in either part of the region affected nook and
corner of the area
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Yes

No

Don’t Know

Total

251(82.0%)

30(9.8%)

25(8.2%)

306(100)

156(51.0%)

100(32.7%)

50(16.3%)

306(100)

104(34.0%)

145(47.4%)

57(18.6%)

306(100)

161(52.6%)

93(30.4%)

52(17.0%)

306(100)

218(71.2%)

60(19.6%)

28(9.2%)

306(100)

176(57.5%)

85(27.8%)

45(14.7%)

306(100)

191(62.4%)

75(24.5%)

40(13.1%)

306(100)

198(64.7%)

29(9.5%)

79(25.8%)

306(100)

181(59.2%)

54(17.6%)

71(23.2%)

306(100)

178(58.2%)

44(14.4%)

84(27.5%)

306(100)

4.2.8

Frequency and percentage distribution of economic disparity
It had been witnessed that liaison amid poverty and support for violence

emphasizes opportunity costs. Those who were living in poverty, had lower opportunity
costs linked with backing and supporting political violence than their richer
counterparts, making them more likely to do so (Gates, 2002 and Ernesto & Bó, 2011).
Nevertheless, the empirical evidence on the association amid poverty and patronage for
political violence was diverse (Mousseau, 2011; Burgoon, 2006; Tessler, and Robbins,
2007; Alan and Malekova, 2003; Berrebi, 2007 and Blair et all., 2012). Conversely, it
had been also focused upon factors that influence the determinants of the supply of
militant labor (Hegghammer, 2012). In the case of Pakistan, more than half of its
people living below the poverty line, though numerous responsible factors lead to this
dearth i.e. poverty but sectarian warfare was one of them (Waseem et al., 2010),
infrastructure was severely damaged because of the radical's activities (Pak Institute of
Peace Studies, 2013). It had been estimated by Mehmood (2013) that extremism and
militancy caused output losses of almost 1% of the gross domestic product (GDP) on
the annual basis.
Table 4.2.8 disclosed information regarding economic disparity regarding the
research area. It has been revealed by less than half i.e.140(45.8%) of the respondents
that persistent abject poverty attracted the locals to sectarian-based division, while
141(46.1%) out of 306(100%) sample size negated the same statement. These findings
were in support of Gurr (1970) who theoretically proved as political violence caused
poverty. Furthermore, 126(41.2%) out of 306(100%) respondents stated that war in an
area got the shape of business, but about half i.e. 152(49.7%) respondents denied the
above-mentioned statement. Use and application of monetary return for doing anti-state
activities attracted many youths as emanated from the findings. It was believed that for
jihad in Afghanistan, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia alone gave 3.5 billion USD to the
Pakistan military, which was spent in the arming and strengthening of Sunni outfits on
either side of the Pak-Afghanistan border (Stern, 2003). Moreover, more than half i.e.
169(55.2%) of respondents alluded that warlord's pay to every fighter and return was
ensured through the achievement of the leader's targeted objective, but only friction i.e.
70(22.9%) of the sample size rejected the statement. These findings strengthen the
assumption that involvement in the heinous game is based on rewards and punishment
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with more attractions given in rewards. Afghan Jihad is not only financed by Saudi
Arabia but they also sponsored moral and financial assistance to General Zia‟s
Islamization strategy for strengthening his military government in Pakistan which
resultantly benefited Saudi Arabia. Zia‟s government propagated obligatory Zakat
legislation was even supported by seed money for it, provided by Saudi Arabia
(Ahmed, 2011). Likewise, the majority i.e. 193(63.1%) of respondents argued that lack
of any industrial chain to provide job opportunity was another factor of escalating
militancy, while only a few numbers i.e. 66(21.6%) of respondents disagreed with the
statement. Similarly, more than one-third i.e. 114(37.3%) of the sample size disclosed
that local markets have a lucrative business of weaponry, whereas more than half i.e.
173(56.5%) of respondents negated the aforementioned statement. Denial to market
jobs, being run on the competitive spirit with local businessmen involvement, lack of
jobs for youth in both private and public sector and attraction in monetary terms for
youth the whole scenario in favor of sectarian manifesto. However, ease of access to
weaponry had further contributed to the militarization of the religious zone which was
directly linked to the escalation of sectarian warfare. Though in 2001, the Musharraf
regime initiated a drive in which 210,000, illegal arms were recovered over the next
two years, this was only a fraction of the estimated number of such weaponry that
existed in the country. According to the Interior Ministry, there were around 18 million
illegal weapons. In addition to some two million of them were legally acquired
(International Crisis Group, 2005). It was further disclosed by the majority i.e.
232(75.8%) of respondents stated that abundance of weapon and sectarian push to its
followers was the main cause of fighting on sect bases. During this period the flow of
Pashtun refugees also disturbed the demographic balance as a weapon became very
easy to be accessed and “Kalashnikov culture” became internalized among the Pashtun
tribes. Olzak (1983) illustrated that in urban areas the presence of diversified ethnic
groups created an environment of competition for scarce resources and instead of
integration it enhanced the indicators of ethnicity. Additionally, majority i.e.
186(60.8%) of sampled respondents urged that local leaders were involved in this
phenomena by owning it as a business, but one fourth i.e. 82(26.8%) of the respondents
disagreed with the statement. Similarly, the majority i.e. 255(83.3%) of respondents
concluded that most of the business activities uprooted due to persisting clashes based
on sect. Due to sectarianism, several citizens migrated from one area to another. The
majority of Shias fled from their homes and left behind their houses, property, and
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business due to the fear to life. This led to mounting pressure on the already saturated
job market, which has been struggling to provide jobs (Mahsood and Kamran, 2017).
Furthermore, more than half i.e. 173(56.5%) of respondents pointed towards agriculture
as a profession was badly damaged because of the absence of manpower who fled the
area due to war, but the same statement was refuted by less than one fourth i.e.
76(24.8%) of respondents. Similarly, the majority i.e. 239(78.1%) of sample
respondents disclosed that local investors shifted their investment to other parts of the
country due to uncertainty, while only friction i.e. 40(13.1%) of respondents denied the
aforementioned statement. Moreover, the majority i.e. 208(68.0%) of respondents
revealed that the gap created from the evacuation of the business class led to the
emergence of poverty, while friction i.e. 53(17.3%) of sample size were uncertain about
the statement. Pakistani Economy is negatively affected by the unticking sectarian
violence. Routine business activities are restricted due to bomb blasts and targeted
attacks which resultantly affected the inflow of investors, now the investors are
hesitating to come to Pakistan and for a country like Pakistan, they need foreign
investment which is a key to the development initiatives. But this line has been badly
damaged due to concomitant incidents of sectarianism and the investors instead of
investing, fleeing the area resulting in low economic growth (Zaman, 1998). Likewise,
the majority i.e. 199(65.0%) of respondents stated that poverty coupled with illiteracy
worked as an anchor role in fueling the sectarian clashes, but a negligible number i.e.
46(15.0%) of respondents were uncertain about the statement. An extreme level of
sectarianism in our society is due to massive illiteracy. But extremism could not be
linked with a single reason instead there are multi factors, associated with poverty as no
exception (Hussain and Qazi, 2004).
A destabilized socio-economic condition would certainly prevail, where
economic deprivations are transformed into a culture of hostility for others. Most of the
poor and working-class people have been identified to be involved in sectarian-based
classes right in posh areas of Karachi with the most backward and traditional setups, as
being prevailed in the boarding areas of Pakistan with Afghanistan (Ahmad, 1998).
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Table 4.2.8
S. No.

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of economic disparity

Statement

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Total

1

Persistent abject poverty attracted the locals to sectarian based
division

140(45.8%)

141(46.1%)

25(8.2%)

306(100)

2

War in area got a shape of business

126(41.2%)

152(49.7%)

28(9.2%)

306(100)

3

Warlords pay to every fighter and return was ensured through the
achievement of the leaders targeted objective

169(55.2%)

70(22.9%)

67(21.9%)

306(100)

4

Lack of any industrial chain to provide job opportunity was
another factor of escalating militancy

193(63.1%)

66(21.6%)

47(15.4%)

306(100)

5

Local markets have a lucrative business of weaponry

114(37.3%)

173(56.5%)

19(6.2%)

306(100)

232(75.8%)

54(17.6%)

20(6.5%)

306(100)

186(60.8%)

82(26.8%)

38(12.4%)

306(100)

255(83.3%)

30(9.8%)

21(6.9%)

306(100)

173(56.5%)

76(24.8%)

57(18.6%)

306(100)

239(78.1%)

40(13.1%)

27(8.8%)

306(100)

208(68.0%)

45(14.7%)

53(17.3%)

306(100)

199(65.0%)

46(15.0%)

61(19.9%)

306(100)

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

An abundance of weapon and sectarian push to its followers was
the main cause of fighting on sect bases
Local leaders were involved in this phenomena by owning it as a
business
Most of the business activities uprooted due to persistent clashes
based on sect
Agriculture as a profession was badly damaged because of the
absence of manpower and those who fled the area due to war
Local investors shifted their investment to other parts of the
country due to uncertainty
The gap created from the evacuation of the business class led to
the emergence of poverty
Poverty coupled with illiteracy worked as an anchor role in
fueling the sectarian clashes
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4.2.9

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of social reintegration
In Pakistan, sectarian strife was one of the most destructive factors pushing

religious, political, social, and security instability issues for the country. History
witnessed that Pakistan was the first state on the map of the world established on the
tag of religion, having more than 90% of the Muslim population. The chief objective
behind its creation was to provide a prolific and tranquil environment to the Muslims of
the sub-continent, to lead their lives as per the teaching of Islam, and exercise Islamic
values independently with holistic congenial feelings for the other religions (Khan and
Chaudry, 2011).
Table 4.2.9 disclosed information regarding social reintegration in the research
area. Almost all of the respondents i.e. 295(96.4%) disclosed that love and respect
based on mutual trust could mitigate the distress of social division in the research area.
Virtually all of the respondents i.e. 290(94.8%) referred that the non-existence of intrafaith harmony is a factor of escalating sectarian-based disharmony in the area. These
findings were in consonance to Center for Strategic and International Studies (2002)
which indicated that in Pakistan banned sectarian and religious outfits spread
intolerance, bigotry, and even vigorously denounced Christians, Jews, Hindus, secular
Muslims, and also other sects and cults of Muslim. Furthermore, a majority of
respondents i.e. 252(82.4%) declared that consistent intra-sect dialogue could be a
harbinger of peace and tranquility in the subject area. Stability and harmony in a social
system usually entail the trust and support of the local for the prevailing administrative
and legal domains. Though in Pakistan sectarian strife was not a new phenomenon,
sectarian outfits were one of the major factors which triggered and exploited sectarian
tendencies. Congruently, the first-ever major anti-Shias riots in Pakistan was took
placed during Muharram in 1963 in the District of Khairpur Sindh (Shah, 2014), but the
state institutions and religious clerics overcame the catastrophe through dialogue.
Moreover, the majority of sampled sizes i.e. 243(79.4%) divulged that the school
syllabus needs to be encouraged to incorporate the wisdom of harmony, peace, and
brotherhood. The quality of curriculum in the Pakistani system of education has also
been utterly probed by the researchers for its tirades, sectarian biases, and
ineffectiveness in indoctrinating civil values advocating peace and harmony (Ahmed,
2011; and Nayyar & Salim, 2003). Media and propaganda annexes of the religious and
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sect-based organization had led to the deterioration of the situation instead of working
to heal up the wounds. They consistently manufactured radical and hatred literature,
comprised upon publications and other material, for the proliferation of their dogmas
and vested agendas. Terrorism and militancy had their roots in the sectarian and
dogmatic ideological narratives equipped by sectarian and religious militant outfits and
parties on the soil of Pakistan, Afghanistan, Syria, and Iraq (Rana, 2011). However,
„education‟ makes individuals for certain roles and charters in a particular society
(Ballantine, 2011), which mold‟s personalities and traits in a destined matrix (Butt,
2012) for the achievement of desired goals and objectives (Sadovnik, 2010). Explicitly
in Pakistan, Blair et al., (2013) divulged that people with higher educational level
disapproved agenda of Taliban and Al-Qaeda, but on the other hand, they backed and
supported radicals fighting in Kashmir. Additionally, more than two-thirds of
respondents i.e. 217(70.9%) indicated that local‟s institution's revival by taking
enrichment from each sect's positive virtues may further strengthen the prevalent social
order. It had been claimed that concerning the upswing of radical ethno-national
movements, that such sort of movements tends to ascend in circumstances of
institutional collapse, "when prevailing institutions failed to respond to new demands,"
and when "satisfactory alternative structures were not readily available" (Snyder,
1993). Likewise, more than two-thirds of the sample size i.e. 216(70.6%) professed that
sects based participation in each other social and religious events are the key to social
integration in the study area while one fourth i.e. 79(25.8%) of the sampled population
denied aforementioned statement as well. Similarly, more than half of respondents i.e.
158(51.6%) denied that religious institutions like mosques are being used as tools of
disintegration creating tirades amongst the followers of each sect, while 136(44.4%) of
sampled respondents agreed with the statement. It is obvious to mention that, in
Pakistan, numerous seminaries had positively contributed to fueling militancy and
radicalization by fabricating a legion of new self-styled Jihadist (Ahmed, 2011; Nasr,
2000b; and Rashid, 2008). While highlighting the constructive role of these seminaries
which played a peaceable role in society i.e. increased literacy ratio, spreading of
religious morality and human values, gave space to the marginalized class of society,
discouraged criminality, and also maintained a social order in society (Rehman, 2000,
2004b, 2005; Knapp 2003; Ahmad, 2004; Khalid, 2008; Khalid and Fayyaz, 2006;
Andrabi et al. 2005; Bergen and Panday, 2006; Nelson, 2006; Cockcroft et al. 2009;
Bano, 2007, 2011; Ali 2005a, 2009a; Rana 2009; McClure 2009; and Winthrop & Graff
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2010). Correspondingly, the majority of respondents i.e. 233(76.1%) vowed that social
disintegration is an outcome of apathy on part of local leaders for bringing wider
coherence. It could be attributed to the constitutional and legal cover given to it by the
state. In Pakistan, during the Zia regime Islamic renaissance “came in the wake of a
martial coup, latterly sponsored by certain selected legal-institutional changes on the
tag of Islamization” (Ahmad, 1998).
Similar to the above, the majority of the sampled population i.e. 272(88.9%)
admitted that a state-sponsored package of social and religious redressal of local issues
may augment the social reintegration. In 2002, the government of Pakistan launched a
voluntary registration drive of seminaries, sought to improve the state‟s oversight of
curricula and actions of these seminaries, but as referred by International Centre for
Religion and Diplomacy that only 10% of them were compiled in the registration drive
(Abbas, 2011). Berman and Laitin (2008) further divulged that militant outfits appeal
and attract volunteers by providing them social services, like limited education and
subsistence nutrition for their recruits. It could be promptly implied that the provision
of better social services by the state institutions could be a mitigating and harmonizing
factor in the eradication of militancy and radicalization. Additionally, about three
fourth of respondents i.e. 227(74.2%) affirmed that evolutionary gaps of addressing the
social issue instead of military-based approach are a stable and sustainable approach.
Moreover, less than two-thirds of respondents i.e. 189(61.8%) declared that a placid
approach to reinvigorate the traditional mechanism of dispute resolution is another
cause of social disintegration, whereas less than one-third i.e. 95(31.0%) of the sampled
population denied the above statement. Consistently, almost all of the respondents i.e.
289(94.4%) acknowledged that going back to harmony through revisiting the
institutional revival is an assurance of peace. It could be attributed to the causes of
disarray in the social order. Respondents strongly supported the revival of the
traditional mechanism of controlling the local behavior with the least involvement of
the state and other alien forces. Pakistan's military and political leadership must endorse
sectarian harmony and tranquility across the region of South Asia. To get rid of this, the
country's leaders would be needed to grab the awful system of education in a
revolutionary mode, with the main goal to promote religious pluralism and tolerance;
should announce and lead programs and drives of de-radicalization with the assistance
of modernist religious clerics to eradicate sectarian disdain sponsored by many
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religious seminaries; and should also soothe Pakistan by waging an effective, stable,
and persistent campaign against militancy across the Pak-Afghan border, and even
internal regions of Pakistan i.e. Karachi, and in South Punjab, etc. (Abbas, 2010).
Since, educational institutions across the globe have been centrally involved in
proliferation, selective dissemination with a vivid discourse (Ball, 1990); the Muslim
world should also adopt the path functioning of seminaries, with appointments of
teachers, recruitment of learners, and orientation of curricula on these lines (Nashabi,
1980). Furthermore, financial patronage was also one of the premier tools to sustain the
state‟s control over this institution, their eventual goal was to control religious clerics,
and then through them the masses (Maqdisi, 1961). So in this regard, these religious
seminaries were being turned into a source of legitimization of the power structure of
society (Noor et al., 2008).
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Table 4.2.9

Showing frequency and percentage distribution of social reintegration

S. No.

Statement

Yes

No

Don’t Know

Total

1

Love and respect based on mutual trust could mitigate the distress
of social division
Non-existence of intra-faith harmony is a factor of escalating
sectarian based disharmony
Consistent intra-sect dialogue could be harbinger to peace and
tranquility
School syllabus need to be encouraged to incorporate the wisdom
of harmony, peace, and brotherhood
Locals institutions revival by taking enrichment from each sect
positive virtues may further strengthen the prevalent social order
Sects based participation in each other social and religious events is
the key to social integration
A religious institution like mosques are being used as tools of
disintegration creating tirades amongst the followers of each sect
Social disintegration is an outcome of apathy on part of local
leaders for bringing wider coherence
A state-sponsored package of social and religious redress of local
issues may augment the social reintegration
Evolutionary gaps in addressing the social issue instead of militarybased approach is a stable and sustainable approach
A placid approach to reinvigorate the traditional mechanism of
dispute resolution is another cause of social disintegration
Going back to harmony through revisiting the institutional revival
is an assurance of peace

295(96.4%)

10(3.3%)

1(0.3%)

306(100)

290(94.8%)

12(3.9%)

4(1.3%)

306(100)

252(82.4%)

45(14.7%)

9(2.9%)

306(100)

243(79.4%)

49(16.0%)

14(4.6%)

306(100)

217(70.9%)

55(18.0%)

34(11.1%)

306(100)

216(70.6%)

79(25.8%)

11(3.6%)

306(100)

136(44.4%)

158(51.6%)

12(3.9%)

306(100)

233(76.1%)

63(20.6%)

10(3.3%)

306(100)

272(88.9%)

15(4.9%)

19(6.2%)

306(100)

227(74.2%)

30(9.8%)

49(16.0%)

306(100)

189(61.8%)

95(31.0%)

22(7.2%)

306(100)

289(94.4%)

2(0.7%)

15(4.9%)

306(100)

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
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4.3

Bi-variate analysis
This section pertains to the explanation of results through the interaction of

independent and dependent variables. It concludes the phenomena of indexing
dependent variables while cross tabulating with independent variables.
4.3.1

Association between religious disparities and social reintegration
Pakistan has been passing through a pendulum movement in its affairs of

deliverance to be dedicated in the light of Islamic tenants (Newberg, 1995 and Maluka,
1995), where several regimes, both civil and military background portrayed Islamic to
the closest to them, had a tacit aim of furthering their governance for a longer period.
During this process, Islamic legal jurisprudence was also announced to be the state's
only legal and operational mechanism, however its implantation yet to be seen. The
hudood ordinance was one of these efforts, which had been under the heavy criticism
both within and outside pioneered by Gen Zia in 1979 (Qadeer, 2005; Nasr, 2001; and
Rizvi, 2000).
Table 4.3.1 disclosed the association between religious disparities and social
reintegration. Results revealed that Islam as a religion promoted peace and tranquility
amongst its followers as was indicated by a highly significant association (

0.000)

with social reintegration. No doubt that Islam stands for peace and the welfare of
humanity. Islam is the religion that addresses equality of all the residents irrespective of
their caste and creed, and absolutely against the sectarian split in the Muslims. These
results amply allude towards the greater level of satisfaction of the respondents with
regards to Islam as a religion. However, the emergence of sectarianism in Islam has
drastically curtailed the sense of brotherhood and congeniality between the sects, living
together in the study area as concluded by Gause (2014). Moreover, religion binds by
bringing cohesion amongst various sects was also discovered highly significant
(

0.000) with social reintegration. Similarly, the association between the division of

religion based on sects promotes disharmonious and fissure amongst the locals with
reintegration was determined highly significant (

0.000) as well. It is evident from

these findings, that people have a strong faith in the religion Islam for guaranteeing
congeniality through its strong and undeniable virtues of forgiveness, respect to others
faiths, protection of non-Muslim along with ensuring their basic rights, etc. However,
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Islam was found to use as a weapon against each other by different sects, created
hatred, fear by sharing its vengeful image, has vividly damaged Islam image both
within and outside (Sial, 2011). Besides, the religious leader‟s apathy to address their
fissures had led to sectarian clashes was discovered highly significant (

0.000) with

social reintegration. These findings could be attributed to the passive and non-active
role of religious mullahs in bringing cohesion and harmony amongst the followers of
various Islamic sects. These findings were also endorsed by Shabbir (2012) who
conveyed that Gilgit-Baltistan followed a path of code of conduct in 2012, where all
leaders from different sects of the religion were banned as they were found involved in
escalating sectarian tension. Likewise, religious schools, i.e. Madrassah has been
promoting the division based on sects was found highly significant (

0.000) with

social reintegration from the table 4.3.1 as well. These findings yet further unearth that
sectarian disharmony was the causative factor of the religious leader‟s role in creating
hatred instead of harmony. It has been revealed by certain researches that madrassas as
adopted the shape of “Jihad factories” had less to do with their relevant education and
more to do with political proselytization; incubators of terrorists; roots of conventional
violent dogmas, as well as a security threat to both the state and world (Stern, 2000;
Singer, 2001; International Crisis Group, 2002, 2007; Alexiev, 2003; Doumato, 2003;
Loony, 2003; Coulson, 2004; Fandy, 2007; Fair, 2008; Ali, 2009b; Imtiaz, 2011; and
Kazmi & Pervez, 2011). Yet, both of the sects affiliated madrassas had well-established
contacts i.e. Deobandi madrassas had a close liaison with Sipah-e-Sahaba and Lashkare-Jhangvi which are also their relative's sectarian group, and madrassas of Shia‟s had
also strong affiliation with Sipah-e-Muhammad (International Crisis Group, 2005).
Furthermore, Islamic tenants of peace and tranquility are overshadowed due to sticker
prevalence of sect based ideology was found highly significant (

0.000) with social

reintegration. It has been evident from the literature that religious leaders and teachers
of madrassas i.e. ulama and other religious prominent figures who address and deliver
sermons, also spreading the ideas and thoughts of each Maslak. While, due to their
strong grip on Pakistani society, these madrassas are frequently blamed for endorsing
sectarianism by fostering the belief in the prevalence of a specific Maslak (Fair, 2008;
and Fair et al., 2016) has also been endorsed by the above research findings. Moreover,
the virtue of Islam based on brotherhood is replaced with hatred, dislike and enmity on
sect based ideology was found highly significant (
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0.000) with social reintegration.

These results could be attributed to the deviant role of the clergy of both sects. Which
leadership emphasized promoting sect based religio-political agenda, based on the
division of society and social order. These findings were comprehensively against the
Islamic tenants as declared by Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) at Khutba-HujaTul-Wida, that whoever assassinate an innocent soul, will throw himself out of the
sphere of Islam, and it is considered to be an act of infidelity. Whereas, only that
society will be labeled as pure Islamic where the life and honor of any human,
irrespective of their religious affiliation preserved. The rising sectarian conflict in
Pakistan is tiresome as it abolished and segregated the society based on sects (Rabi,
2012). Additionally, people recognize themselves on sect identity rather than sticking
to a greater whole (Islam) was found highly significant (

0.000) with social

reintegration. Both Sunnis and Shias groups have well-ordered themselves as political
parties i.e. Sunnis has been tied with Jamiat-ul-Ulema-e-Islam (JUI) and SSP and Shias
have been knotted with Tehrik Nafaz Fiqah Jafria (TNFJ) and SMP. While it has been
also discoursed that the political influence of both is much more limited than to
sectarian following (Alvi, 1988). A great disdain exists by one sect for the other was
also discovered highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings

revealed that social integration, harmony had been thwarted by the division of local
society on sect based politics. These events resulted in the massacre of opponents by
both sects. Subsequently, after the 9/11 incident, staunch Sunni sectarian groups
gathered under the umbrella of extremists groups i.e. Al-Qaeda and Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). They unleashed an unchecked killing spree across Pakistan, much
because there has been a strong connection between sectarian groups i.e. Al-Qaeda and
Taliban (Rehman, 2012). It has been revealed by the South Asian Terrorism Portal
(SATP), that since 1989 more than 5000 Pakistanis have been killed in sectarian
violence, whereas the majority of them were Shiites (Raza, 2015). Furthermore, Sects
usually acknowledge their school as an independent cult that was discovered highly
significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. Ultimately many groups i.e. Al-Qaida,

Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP), Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Jundullah group,
Lashkar-e-Jhangavi, Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami (HUJI), JeM, JeD, ASWJ, etc. having
common goals and objectives, and all of them on the same page by calling remaining
sects and groups as infidels, which had also same ideology and networks (Siddiqa,
2011). Likewise, every sect has its armed followers as a strength and cogent identity
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was discovered highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. Such

developments of armed groups denied the flourishing social integration, as it led to the
existence of hatred, non-trust, and developing the environment of total social alienation
for each other. In recent years, many of Deobandi groups have been split and rearranged and undergone significant alteration in focus i.e. Jaish-e-Mohammad (JaM)
was raised to fight in India and Kashmir as was Harkat-ul-Jihad-e-Islami, Harkat-ulAnsar/Harkat-ul-Mujahideen. Sipah-e-Sahaba-e-Pakistan and Lashkar-e-Jhangvi with
anti-Shia agenda. They along with the other Deobandi groups had also fought to expel
the Soviets in the 1980s in Afghanistan and supported the Afghan Taliban. While all
these groups, in alignment with the Pakistani Taliban, had assaulted a range of military,
paramilitary, police, intelligence as well as civilian government targets (Fair et al.,
2010a).
However, contrary to the above it was disclosed a non-significant (

0.346)

association between lack of coordination between clerics of different sects had an
anchor role in the disintegration of prevailing social system social reintegration. These
findings candidly endorsed the earlier findings in the table. Lack of coordination, selforiented explanation of Islam as religion, development of armed groups to pursue their
sect agenda had eroded the normal functioning of the prevalent social order. Moreover,
all sort of division within the social order could not be ruled out to be the outcome of
this mal-practicing of religious roles.
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Table 4.3.1 Association between religious disparities and social reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

215(92.3%)
9(3.9%)
9(3.9%)
193(82.8%)
7(3.0%)
33(14.2%)
187(80.3%)
29(12.4%)

49(86.0%)
5(8.8%)
3(5.3%)
47(82.5%)
9(15.8%)
1(1.8%)
29(50.9%)
23(40.4%)

Don’t
know
5(31.2%)
3(18.8%)
8(50%)
16(100%)
0(0.0%)
0(0.0%)
9(56.3%)
5(31.3%)

Don‟t know

17(7.3%)

5(8.8%)

2(12.5%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

164(70.4%)
53(22.7%)
16(6.9%)
112(48.1%)
109(46.8%)

23(40.4%)
27(47.4%)
7(12.3%)
13(22.8%)
41(71.9%)

8(50.0%)
5(31.3%)
3(18.8%)
1(6.3%)
13(81.3%)

Don‟t know

12(5.2%)

3(5.3%)

2(12.5%)

Yes
No

195(83.7%)
12(5.2%)

45(78.9%)
9(15.8%)

8(50.0%)
6(37.5%)

Don‟t know

26(11.2%)

3(5.3%)

2(12.5%)

Yes
No

115(49.4%)
68(29.2%)

20(35.1%)
20(35.1%)

6(37.5%)
6(37.5%)

Don‟t know

50(21.5%)

17(29.8%)

4(25.0%)

Yes
No

194(83.3%)
29(12.4%)

39(68.4%)
14(24.6%)

5(31.3%)
3(18.8%)

Don‟t know

10(4.3%)

4(7.0%)

8(50.0%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know

194(83.3%)
30(12.9%)
9(3.9%)
163(70.0%)
50(21.5%)
20(8.6%)
164(70.4%)
41(17.6%)
28(12.0%)
156(67.0%)
44(18.9%)
33(14.2%)

40(70.2%)
14(24.6%)
3(5.3%)
19(33.3%)
31(54.4%)
7(12.3%)
22(38.6%)
28(49.1%)
7(12.3%)
18(31.6%)
17(29.8%)
22(38.6%)

5(31.3%)
3(18.8%)
8(50.0%)
11(68.8%)
4(25.0%)
1(6.3%)
13(81.3%)
1(6.3%)
2(12.5%)
11(68.8%)
1(6.3%)
4(25.0%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

Religion, Islam promote peace
and tranquility amongst its
followers
Religion binds by bringing
cohesion amongst various sects

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Division of religion on the
bases of sects promotes
disharmonious and fissure
amongst the locals
Religious leaders apathy to
address their fissures had led to
sectarian clashes
Religious
schools,
i.e.
Madrassah has been promoting
the division on the bases of
sects
Islamic tenants of peace and
tranquility are overshadowed
due to sticker prevalence of
sect based ideology
Lack of coordination between
clerics of different sects had
another anchor role in the
disintegration of a prevailing
social system
The virtue of Islam based on
brotherhood is replaced with
hatred, dislike, and enmity on
sect based ideology
People recognize themselves
on sect identity rather sticking
to greater whole (Islam)
A great disdain exists by one
sect for the other
Sects usually acknowledge
their school as an independent
cult
Every sect has its armed
followers as a strength and
cogent identity
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Statistics
62.584
0.000
23.961
0.000
27.244
0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.346

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

4.3.2

Association between administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social
reintegration
A state, across the globe, is governed through three main pillars, administration

is one of them. A strong and dynamic administrative structure envisages the rule of law,
the prevalence of a system of social sanction, and a vivid path for political
organizations to proceed by putting before the masses their agenda to achieve both
economic and political goals.
Table 4.3.2 disclosed the association between administrative failure to curb
sectarianism and social reintegration. It has been envisaged from the results that a
strong significant (

0.000) association between fragile state control has weakened

the administrative dynamics of the study area and social reintegration. These findings
could be directed to the poor state of law, non-existence of state institutions to govern
and direct the prevalent social system in hour of crisis. It has alluded from the literature
that regional and local patronization of madrassas and jihadi training campgrounds,
supporting of the extremist groups like Al-Qaeda and Taliban by the rudiments of the
Pakistani state and society were decisive in transforming the Shia-Sunni cliff
disagreement into a parallel national-ethnic sectarian divergence (Malik, 1999).
Likewise, the association between Jirga an institution of resolving issues lost its vitality
due to the division of society on sect bases, and social reintegration was also found
highly significant (

0.000) as well. Moreover, frequent and unwanted interference in

the administrative dynamics by different state agencies faced the system with no point
of fixation was found highly significant (

0.000) and social reintegration. The above

results revealed the pathetic situation as the sole outcome of the disappearance of nonformal institutions like Jirga which was highly instrumental in bringing peace and
tranquility both individual and collective level. Moreover, unwanted and unabated state
inference to control the local‟s behavior under the grab of state agencies also led the
situation into social disarray. In recent year‟s state military agencies and intelligence
agencies have breaded a complex web of militant groups that comprehend the Afghani
Taliban and numerous Pakistan-based militant groups which have carried out dozens of
terrorist attacks throughout India. Similarly, operational militant groups in India remain
a probable catalyst for India Pakistan war with the menace of intensification to
advertent or inadvertent nuclear weapon use. The vibrant consensus that Pakistan‟s
militants pose serious threats to the state and global security is reflected in the
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explosion of different workouts, analyzing Pakistan‟s military-mullah-militant complex
(Rashid, 2009; Hussain, 2008a; and Jamal, 2009), and describing the proliferating
militant groups with their obvious connections and operations respectively (Jamal,
2009; Fair, 2004; Rana & Ansari, 2004; Abbas, 2007; Mir, 2004; and Mir, 2008).
Also, a significant

0.032) association was determined between being part

of a rigid tribal culture, had little trust in resolving problems through state legal
discourse and social reintegration. Similarly, poor law and order is the resultant factor
of ineffective policing in the area and social reintegration was also found significant
(

0.005) respectively. It could not be ruled out that the study area has been governed

through partial state apparatus along with its social local dynamics, being consented
upon by every resident. Attacking and disabling local social dynamics with no
alternates led the area to a social and administrative un-resting condition. Likewise, in
numerous regions of Pakistan i.e. Karachi and Punjab the nearly entire failure of the
administrative mechanism of law and order, particularly intelligence network and
criminal investigation, had shaped a state of freedom of action for their determined
criminal and radical activities. Congruently, the endemic corruption in the police
department, law enforcement agencies, the politicization of all civilian intelligence
agencies, and the numbness of policy-making institutions, at both levels i.e. provincial
and federal, had all contributed to the collapse of the law and order situation in society.
The radical sectarian outfits and even common criminals were fully aware of the
vulnerability of the law enforcement agencies and they took an edge from their
institutional failure and decrepit state (Ahmad, 1998). Additionally, local clashes were
supported under the guise of administrative cover to strengthen each sect's positions
was significantly

0.001) associated with social reintegration. These results

affirmed the state interference in the local situation by the state apparatus. The modus
operandi were dichotomous i.e. gaining political well through the use of the monetary
application. These findings in lines with Gishkori (2015) who pointed out that in early
2015 a written reply submitted by the ministry of interior affairs in the Senate that
“financial assistance for religious or sectarian drives was discouraged because it was
detrimental to law and order and sectarian harmony in the state”. Likewise, the lack of
strong administrative authority led to the division of local administration on sect based
division and social reintegration was significant

0.024) in association with social

reintegration. Correspondingly, it has been evident from table 4.3.2 that drifting from
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legal to traditional and otherwise led to the emergence of administrative lacuna in the
social system was found significant (

0.012) with social reintegration. These

findings strongly endorsed the preceding findings of the state, where the non-existence
of administrative machinery, the involvement of state agencies in fueling the situation
on a sect basis through the use of money become harbinger to the social disintegration
in the area.
However, a non-significant

0.212) relation between the informal

administrative system of controlling the social system is perjury to the legal system of
the country and social reintegration. People affirmative stance in believing the local
social institutions like Jirga in the deliverance of peace and tranquility was assured
through the emanation of these findings. Likewise, community-based policing is a true
discourse to capture the administrative gape/vacuum and social reintegration was also
found non-significant

0.320) as well. These findings revealed the non-prevalence

of e-policing might have contributed towards the rehabilitation of the already social
trust of the people in local administration. Similarly, the relationship between
traditional local leadership portal to address issues had also weakened the fragile
administrative control was determined as non-significant

0.055) with social

reintegration. It could be attributed to the non-productive role of traditional leadership.
As obvious from the above findings local leadership was ineffective due to the
indulgence of other state stakeholders in the local affairs. These findings could be
easily linked with the findings of Fair et al., (2010a) that a central authority both at the
provincial and central level is missing, which could delegitimize the local approach of
solving issues through the use of force under the garb of religion. Although
understanding of the local dynamics and the framing policy approach for redressing is
the cry of the day.
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Table 4.3.2 Association between administrative failure to curb sectarianism and
social reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

128(54.9%)
51(21.9%)
54(23.2%)
119(51.1%)
63(27.0%)

48(84.2%)
7(12.3%)
2(3.5%)
32(56.1%)
6(10.5%)

Don’t
know
14(87.5%)
0(0.0%)
2(12.5%)
5(31.3%)
6(37.5%)

Don‟t know

51(21.9%)

19(33.3%)

5(31.3%)

Yes

114(48.9%)

27(47.4%)

7(43.8%)

No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

66(28.3%)
53(22.7%)
91(39.1%)
108(46.6%)
34(14.6%)
159(68.2%)
40(17.2%)
34(14.6%)
88(37.8%)
115(49.4%)

12(21.1%)
18(31.6%)
13(22.8%)
39(68.4%)
5(8.8%)
42(73.7%)
7(12.3%)
8(14.0%)
9(15.8%)
44(77.2%)

2(12.5%)
7(43.8%)
3(18.8%)
13(81.3%)
0(0.0%)
12(75.0%)
0(0.0%)
4(25.0%)
1(6.3%)
12(75.0%)

Don‟t know

30(12.9%)

4(7.0%)

3(18.8%)

Yes
No

151(64.8%)
55(23.6%)

30(52.6%)
16(28.1%)

6(37.5%)
4(25.0%)

Don‟t know

27(11.6%)

11(19.3%)

6(37.5%)

Yes
No

122(52.4%)
93(39.9%)

27(47.4%)
30(52.6%)

1(6.3%)
9(56.3%)

Don‟t know

18(7.7%)

0(0.0%)

6(37.5%)

Yes
No

133(57.1%)
73(31.3%)

35(61.4%)
19(33.3%)

4(25.0%)
8(50.0%)

Don‟t know

27(11.6%)

3(5.3%)

4(25.0%)

Yes
No

81(34.8%)
45(19.3%)

11(19.3%)
16(28.1%)

3(18.8%)
8(50.0%)

Don‟t know

107(45.9%)

30(52.6%)

5(31.3%)

Yes
No

114(48.9%)
48(26.6%)

17(29.8%)
5(8.8%)

3(18.8%)
2(12.5%)

Don‟t know

71(30.5%)

35(61.4%)

11(68.8%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

Fragile state control has
weakened the administrative
dynamics of the study area
Being part of a rigid tribal
culture, had little trust in
resolving problems through
state legal discourse
The informal administrative
system of controlling the social
system is perjury to the legal
system of the country
Poor law and order is the
resultant factor of ineffective
policing in the area

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Community-based policing is a
true discourse to capture the
administrative gape/vacuum
Local clashes were supported
under
the
guise
of
administrative
cover
to
strengthen each sect positions
Lack of strong administrative
authority led to the division of
local administration on sect
based division
Jirga an institution of resolving
issues lost its vitality due to the
division of society on sect
bases
Traditional local leadership
portal to address issues had
also weakened the fragile
administrative control
Drifting
from
legal
to
traditional and otherwise led to
the
emergence
of
administrative lacuna in the
social system
Frequent
and
unwanted
interference
in
the
administrative dynamics by
different state agencies faced
the system with no point of
fixation
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Statistics
23.223
0.000
10.537
0.032
5.836
0.212

0.005

0.320

0.001

0.024

0.000

0.055

0.012

0.000

4.3.3

Association between power politics and social reintegration
As noted in the first half of the thesis, Pakistan is host to many extremist and

militant groups that work out of the country. And it is much clear that Pakistani military
and intelligence agencies have long upraised, resourced, supported, and engaged Sunni
Islamist militant groups and proxies to attain its national security aims and objectives in
Kashmir as well as in India since 1947 and also in Afghanistan since the 1970s. These
groups and organizations differ by their sectarian commitments, ethnic composition
with variations in strategies, aims, objectives, and theatres of operation. Various
political organizations do have a sort of liaison to these militant outfits. Alignments of
these political forces with militant organizations have transformed the political
dynamics by giving much impetus to these forces, being used by them for getting the
political objectives achieved through a tacit power-sharing regime (Fair et al., 2010a).
Table 4.3.3 revealed an association between power politics and social
reintegration. It has been derived from Table 4.3.3 that local politics is under the
influence of non-local powers was found highly significant

0.000) with social

reintegration. These findings precisely emanate these non-local regime involvements
for getting objectives achieved through these local forces. Pakistani scenario with
particular reference to the study area was not an exception. Rather such modus operandi
have been in use for a long by the foreign countries both either to be Muslim or nonMuslim. For worsening the sectarian conflict other foreign governments can also take
advantage of the graveness of the local situation to make some inroads to the locals.
Like the Bashar al-Assad regime in Syria which uses militant proxy groups that
pursued sectarian goals, the same was followed by Saudi Arabia and Iran which
supported other regimes for the escalation of rivalry. Further, the rise of transnational
extremist groups has also precipitated sectarianism on a regional basis. For their part,
these groups, such as Al-Qaeda in Iraq, now IS, have been the ultimate sectarian
entrepreneurs, targeting the Shi‟a with the express goal of stoking sectarian warfare
(Robinson et al., 2018). Likewise, non-local forces (countries) do support the local
sects for the furtherance of their sect agenda and social reintegration was also found
highly significant

0.000). It is evident from these findings that non-local

involvement did focus on their vicious aims and objectives to be attained at some time
is a short term strategy or sometimes may exceed for a longer period. Ancient rivalries
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between the Sunni-Shia world have sparked conflicts in the Middle East and the
Islamic world in general including the Syrian war and the violence that is undermining
Iraq. The collision of the growing sects has also been a catalyst for the resurgence of
large arms networks that have been threatening the region, especially groups such as
Al-Qaida, Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), and the Kurdish Workers Party
(PKK). The two countries claiming themselves Muslim leaders use sectarian conflict to
fulfill their hidden agenda. Competitive leadership between Sunni Saudi Arabia and
Shia Iran will create a balance between Sunnis and Shia in the region's future especially
in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Bahrain, and Yemen (Council on Foreign Relations, 2016).
Furthermore, Both Shia and Sunni receive monetary and kind support from non-local
forces to sustain their set goals was found highly significant

0.000) with social

reintegration. These findings endorsed the preceding conclusions that the tussle among
Sunni groups and Shia extremists spreading all over the middle east for a long.
Nowadays, in Syria, Iraq and Yemen Shia extremists are operating which is supported
by Iran and Gulf countries of Arabs for infighting (Zelin and Smyth, 2014). Moreover,
local dynamics have entered into fragile and vulnerable composition due to foreign
involvement was also significantly (

0.000) associated with social reintegration.

These findings suggested that local culture is often under the mode of transformation
through the influence of invading forces. These forces may either be in the shape of a
strong military force or political and literary pursuits. The Iranian revolution had a
robust psychological and emotional influence on the Pakistan Shia community because
it gave them replacement visibility and a renewed impetus for identity to ascertain. The
zealous emissaries of Tehran‟s revolutionary regime actively helped Pakistan's Shia to
recognize itself, within the religious spheres which led many traditions to take on
Iranian characteristics, diluting the highly ritualistic South Asian imprint. On the other
hand, religious symbolism was under increasingly pressure to legitimize the political
acts based on Iranian slogans against the Sunni and Israel as an explicit characteristic of
their Friday prayers in most of Pakistani Shias dominated areas (Zahab, 2008).
Moreover, political power and sectarian role go parallel in terms of meetings goals was
determined as significant

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings illustrate

the amalgamation of political power and sectarian dynamics had taken place in the case
of Pakistan scenario. The political forces worsened the wave of religious focus of Jihadi
organization and thus both politics and sectarianism is high indispensable, putting the
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whole phenomena is a big quagmire (Celso, 2018). In addition, power struggle swung
between political rivals based on sect affiliation system was found significantly
0.000) associated with social reintegration. Amidst the war between Iraq and Iran,
Saudi Arabia and Iraq also supported the Sunni Stalwarts against Iran (Hassan, 2011).
Moreover, sect-based politics promoted sectarian division of the society was also
significantly

0.000) associated with social reintegration respectively. Political

power politics based on religious identities, particularly with one religion through
expression on sect basis has thwarted the stray and long-lasting social, political, and
community-based integration. Fissures based on sectarian consideration have brought
vivid disarray, which had not been addressed by the political leadership of Pakistan.
Local politicians, for instance often have heightened fear of other sects as a means of
strengthening control over members of their religious communities. It is also evident
that leaders also blame as sectarian acts the activities of the opponents to stop their
political complaints and mostly links the ties of the same sect with foreign forces
(Gengler, 2013).
Likewise, sectarian aims are mostly achieved through the anchor role of
political leadership and social reintegration was significantly

0.008) associated

with social reintegration. Any change of discourse on the political front is being
emerged either under the grab of government or through the demand of local people
based on a long struggle. The cause on political dynamics has been an outcome of state
leadership patronage. Pakistan ex-president General Zia in the late 70s started preparing
Jihad-oriented activities and for this purpose, he builds “deeni madaris” (religious
schools) along with the Pak-Afghan border to defeat the Soviet forces in Afghanistan
(Matinuddin, 1999). However, political organizations do support sectarian agenda in
their relative manifesto was found significant

0.009) with social reintegration.

Furthermore, local political organizations (parties) failed to extend and cover the
political gap once created by sect based division and social reintegration was divulged
as significant (

0.002).

Contrary, political organizations patronage the militant groups within
themselves was found non-significant

0.215) with social reintegration. It could be

attributed to the tacit understanding to do business on sectarian grounds by not making
it a policy domain in their manifesto. There are also different groups of Deobandi‟s as
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well as Islamist Party like Jamiat-e-Ulema Islami (JUI) which supports many Deobandi
militant groups that share membership. These Deobandi groups were firmly linked with
Deobandi madrassas and Masjids, which also patronized both the Afghani and
Pakistani Taliban. Both are the offshoots of political influences and resurged in the
reaction to US and USSR attacks on Pakistan and Pakistan support to Washington on
the eve of US attack on Afghanistan (Fair et al. 2010a). Likewise, political powers
determined the voting behavior

0.254) and local political leadership has been

marginalized and replaced by international players of the game were non-significantly
0.232) associated with social reintegration. Although militant consideration did
prevail, but local leadership has also gone through the process of transformation which
had changed the power politics, especially in the case of Pakistan, Karachi is an explicit
example.
Many researchers and scholars are of the views that the role of power politics
cannot be denied for instance it is said the regional upheavals and domestic politics are
the key forces that become the factor of creating sectarian violence in Pakistan as
pointed out by Fair et al. (2010a); and Gengler (2013). A new troika of power started in
the world after the end of Zia‟s era back in the middle of the 1980s, the power-sharing
become informal as the actual conduct of governance from formal were changed
between the three top levels of authorities. During such a political regime envisaged the
dismissal of three presidents, four prime ministers as well as one chief of army staff.
This troika of politics ended yet with the occurrence of the October 12, 1999 ramp.
Self-interest always remains above national interest when it comes to the power
struggle (Hussain, 2008a).
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Table 4.3.3 Association between power politics and social reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

54(23.2%)
170(73.0%)
9(3.9%)
62(26.6%)
152(65.2%)
19(8.2%)
106(45.5%)
117(50.2%)
10(4.3%)
85(36.5%)
126(54.1%)
22(9.4%)
104(44.6%)
111(47.6%)
18(7.7%)
98(42.1%)
116(49.8%)
19(8.2%)
118(50.6%)
90(38.6%)
25(10.7%)
147(63.1%)
59(25.3%)
27(11.6%)
108(46.4%)
84(36.1%)

10(17.5%)
44(77.2%)
3(5.3%)
18(31.6%)
32(56.1%)
7(12.3%)
14(24.6%)
40(70.2%)
3(5.3%)
13(22.8%)
28(49.1%)
16(28.1%)
16(28.1%)
32(56.1%)
9(15.8%)
19(33.3%)
35(61.4%)
3(5.3%)
12(21.1%)
38(66.7%)
7(12.3%)
21(36.8%)
21(36.8%)
15(26.3%)
20(35.1%)
21(36.8%)

Don’t
know
7(43.8%)
9(56.3%)
0(0.0%)
3(18.8%)
5(31.3%)
8(50.0%)
2(12.5%)
13(81.3%)
1(6.3%)
2(12.5%)
13(81.3%)
1(0.3%)
3(18.3%)
13(81.3%)
0(0.0%)
4(25.0%)
9(56.3%)
3(18.8%)
3(18.8%)
10(62.5%)
3(18.8%)
8(50.0%)
1(6.3%)
7(43.8%)
4(25.0%)
2(12.5%)

Don‟t know

41(17.6%)

16(28.1%)

10(62.5%)

Yes
No

150(64.4%)
36(15.5%)

26(45.6%)
23(40.4%)

5(31.3%)
7(43.8%)

Don‟t know

47(20.2%)

8(14.0%)

4(25.0%)

Yes
No

157(67.4%)
52(22.3%)

35(61.4%)
13(22.8%)

7(43.8%)
7(43.8%)

Don‟t know

24(10.3%)

9(15.8%)

2(12.5%)

Yes
No

181(77.7%)
30(12.9%)

35(61.4%)
17(29.8%)

7(43.8%)
6(37.5%)

Don‟t know

22(9.4%)

5(8.8%)

3(18.8%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know

183(78.5%)
26(11.2%)
24(10.3%)

35(61.4%)
20(35.1%)
2(3.5%)

12(75.0%)
1(6.3%)
3(18.8%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

Political powers determined
the voting behavior

2

Political power and sectarian
role go parallel in terms of
meetings goals
Sectarian aims are mostly
achieved through anchor role
of political leadership
Local politics is under the
influence of non-local powers

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Political organizations do
support sectarian agenda in
their relative manifesto
Political
organizations
patronage the militant groups
within its self
Power struggle swung between
political rivals based on sect
affiliation system
Nonlocal forces (countries) do
support the local sects for
furtherance their sect agenda
Both Shia and Sunni receive
cost and kind support from
non-local forces to sustain their
set goals
Local dynamics have entered
into fragile and vulnerable
composition due to foreign
involvement
Local political leadership has
been
marginalized
and
replaced
by
international
players of the game
Local political organizations
(parties) failed to extend and
cover the political gap once
created by sect based division
Sect based politics promoted
sectarian division of the
society
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Statistics
5.342
0.254
27.693
0.000
13.694
0.008

0.000

0.009

0.215

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.232

0.002

0.000

4.3.4

Association between government failure and social reintegration
Pakistan is facing many problems in undertaking a serial issues of sectarianism

since the 1980s. First, armed dictatorships institutionalized authoritarianism and
depressed the role of conventional progressive and political forces by expanding
religious extremism to sway the state affairs. Religious extremism and prejudice swell
as a byproduct of sectarianism. Second, steadily sectarianism links with local and
international militant groups resulted in a fatality. Third, Pakistan‟s intricate and
misdirected local policy, specifically towards India and Afghanistan during the 1990s,
provided a platform for sectarian militants to surge. These groups supplied combatants
to harm operations in Indian-occupied Kashmir, in turn earning the appreciation of the
country‟s security establishment. Pakistan‟s poor law execution capability endures
utterly undermined its aptitude to provoke sectarian militancy in the country. Even
when law enforcement agencies arrest sectarian terrorists, they avoid justice because of
a deteriorating felonious justice system (Tavernise and Gilani, 2009).
Table 4.3.4 explored the association between government failure and social
reintegration. It has been disclosed from the given table that lack of apathy on part of
the government to negotiate has led to a deterioration of law and order and social
reintegration had a highly significant (

0.000) association. These findings suggested

the inaction on part of the Pakistan government to have devised any strategy for coping
with such a situation. Moreover, the lack of any strategy could have been part of the
state strategy to check the activities of the anti-Pakistan elements by involving them in
a proxy war. These findings were in consonance to various studies that Pakistan
became a battlefield for a proxy war between Saudi led element and Iran oriented
element in the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s. After 1994, the escalation of
Talibanization in Afghanistan gave a safe anchorage for anti-Shia militants while
Pakistan fell prey to such a division of sectarian agenda (Abbas, 2010). Similarly, the
placid role of the educational institution provides education ended at ineptitude role of
mainstreaming was found highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration.

These findings were strongly supported by Brockhoff et al., (2015) that in absence of
favorable socioeconomic circumstances, education (primary enrollment) could be one
of the reasons for an uptick of terrorism in emerging nations. But on the other end
Winthrop and Graff (2010), illustrated that there was also a wider impact of education
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in amplification of radicalization in Pakistan. They described numerous channels by
which education as a whole may positively contribute to militancy in the region.
Furthermore, it had been divulged that education (university enrollment) had a positive
impact on transnational extremism and militancy in the Muslim majority countries
(Testas, 2004). Furthermore, dysfunctional institutional role in terms of cohesive bonds
resulted in sectarian division and social reintegration was also observed highly
significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. Sectarian violence blooms owing to

the stubborn failure to seizure and handling the terrorists with sectarian organization
background. Pakistan‟s criminal justice system has miserably failed to convict these
criminals as 75% of suspected terrorists are cleared by the anti-terrorism courts due to
either reason (Jason, 2011). Additionally, national-based politics were marginalized and
replaced by sect based ideology due to the inactive role of government was found
highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings indicated the

state's non-action to play its role of major mainstreaming of the social order. Rather the
government allowed such events to take place for meeting its sect designs. These
findings were similar to Ahmed (2011), who concluded that successive governments
used these extremist and militant organizations for many purposes to strengthen their
rule and power. General Zia tolerated the destruction of Shiites in Parachinar in 1986
who were not obliging during the Afghan Jihad. The consequent radicalization of sect
based groups was the result of both internal dissents over religious and political issues
and of the progression of violence amongst Sunnis and Shiites activities. The rise of
Sipah-e-Mohammad (SMP) could be an obvious example of this regard (Mahmood,
1995). Moreover, fragmentation in social and political positions weaken the national
essence of cohesion and the futile role of politics and administration is the missing links
towards social harmony in the area were both acknowledged highly significant
(

0.000) with social reintegration as well. The involvement in the Afghan war with

no consensus from the political forces of Pakistan and subsequent imposition of Islamic
sharia made both controversial in the social and political dynamics of Pakistan. Some
new and strange elements emerged on the political map of Pakistan portraying politics
to be the sole aim of liberating Afghanistan from the occupied force, as a sole pursuit
disseminating regional and international stability. The findings had strong support from
various conclusions, that Pakistan‟s favorable involvement in the Afghan war of the
1980s, General Zia controversial Islamization policies, and sense of Shia empowerment
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in the repercussion of the Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979 all pooled to transform the
status quo. Resultantly which restricted the freedom of Shia to worship their religion,
challenges to loyalty to the state, and maltreatment at the hands of several militant antiShia groups and organizations (Abbas, 2010). Furthermore, the role of horizontal
inequalities amongst social groups as a main motivating factor behind any terrorist
violence did prevail during this period (Stewart, 2009)
Similarly, legislators (MPA‟s & MNA‟s) failed to bring integration to the
social, political, and administrative paradigm of the area was found significantly
(

0.033) associated with social reintegration. Moreover, lack of foresight on part of

both formal and informal leaders deteriorated and shattered the established fabrics of
the society/study area and social reintegration was also found significant (

0.043)

relationship respectively. These findings could be attributed to the emergence of a new
state of affairs, where little was in the hands of elected representatives, rather a wellplanned and properly designed policy was put forwarded by the establishment to
reinvigorate the existing frame of the political arena. Similarly, in the case of the
Lebanese political system, sectarian warfare had been institutionalized and became an
integral fragment of their system, and it also became a legal obligation for their
inhabitants, where they were compelled to be part of this particular sectarian system in
the region (Dubar and Nasr, 1982).
Conversely, the emergence of nationalist feelings crept into politics due to the
pathetic role of political leadership (

0.116) and state administrative control has

been dependent on seeking support for the local sect‟s elites/leadership, both statements
were found non-significant (

0.602) with social reintegration respectively. These

findings were in the endorsement of the preceding conclusions, that the process of
social transformation of the political events was framed and designed by the nonpolitical actors of Pakistani society. These findings were aligned to Fair (2015) that law
enforcement agencies controlled such issues and the sitting government had an apathy
to redress such dismay, being viewed to be addressed by the establishment (Mahsood
and Kamran, 2017; Rafiq, 2014b; and Congressional Research Service, 2013).
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Table 4.3.4 Association between government failure and social reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No

180(77.3%)
45(19.3%)

35(61.4%)
21(36.8%)

Don’t
know
5(31.3%)
11(68.8%)

Don‟t know

8(3.4%)

1(1.8%)

0(0.0%)

Yes
No

176(75.5%)
35(15.0%)

35(61.4%)
22(38.6%)

13(81.3%)
2(12.5%)

Don‟t know

22(9.4%)

0(0.0%)

1(6.3%)

Yes

143(61.4%)

45(78.9%)

14(87.5%)

No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

69(29.6%)
21(9.0%)
160(68.7%)
39(16.7%)

2(3.5%)
10(17.5%)
30(52.6%)
20(35.1%)

2(12.5%)
0(0.0%)
12(75.0%)
3(18.8%)

Don‟t know

34(14.6%)

7(12.3%)

1(6.3%)

Yes
No

118(50.6%)
69(29.6%)

18(31.6%)
25(43.9%)

11(68.8%)
3(18.8%)

Don‟t know

46(19.7%)

14(24.6%)

2(12.5%)

Yes
No

85(36.5%)
87(37.3%)

13(22.8%)
24(42.1%)

9(56.3%)
4(25.0%)

Don‟t know

61(26.2%)

20(35.1%)

3(18.8%)

Yes
No

131(56.2%)
71(30.5%)

25(43.9%)
19(33.3%)

2(12.5%)
13(81.3%)

Don‟t know

31(13.3%)

13(22.8%)

1(6.3%)

0.000

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

176(75.5%)
28(12.0%)
29(12.4%)
170(73.0%)
35(15.0%)

30(52.6%)
24(42.1%)
3(5.3%)
44(77.2%)
7(12.3%)

15(93.8%)
0(0.0%)
1(6.3%)
14(87.5%)
2(12.5%)

0.000

Don‟t know

28(12.0%)

6(10.5%)

0(0.0%)

Yes
No

157(67.4%)
39(16.7%)

32(56.1%)
20(35.1%)

5(31.3%)
10(62.2%)

Don‟t know

37(15.9%)

5(8.8%)

1(6.3%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

Lack of apathy on part of the
control government to negotiate
has led to the deterioration of law
and order
Placid
role
of
education
institution providing education
ended at ineptitude role of
mainstreaming
Dysfunctional institutional role in
terms of cohesive bonds resulted
into sectarian division

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Legislators (MPA‟s & MNA‟s)
failed to bring integration to the
social,
political,
and
administrative paradigm of the
area
Lack of foresight on part of both
formal and informal leaders
deteriorated and shattered the
established
fabrics
of
the
society/study area
The emergence of nationalists
feelings crept into politics due to
the pathetic role of political
leadership
National
based
politics
marginalized and replaced by sect
based ideology due to the inactive
role of government
Disintegration in social and
political terms weaken the
national spirit of oneness
State administrative control has
been dependent on seeking
support for the local sects
elites/leadership
The ineffective role of politics
and administration is the missing
links towards social cohesion in
the area
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Statistics

24.753
0.000

20.471
0.000
22.318
0.000

0.033

0.043

0.116

0.602

0.000

4.3.5

Association between post Afghan war scenario and social reintegration
War within the faith of Islam, under the patronage of sects, escalated soon often

the rise of the Islamic revolution in Iran. Islamic world experienced a rigid division
within the fore-mentioned blocks. Each block supported its followers with its theme of
ideology coupled with financial assistance and militant support. Such scenario altered
the already existed dynamics, thus pushing the study area into a haven for such radical
elements to operate into Afghanistan and later on started a backlash on Pakistan in the
event of Pakistan support for the US in the aftermath of an attack on Afghanistan
(Irfani, 2004; and Nasr, 2000a)
Table 4.3.5 revealed an association between post afghan war scenario and social
reintegration. There determined a highly significant (

0.000) relationship between

the Russian invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, which led to the initiation of proxy war in
the region and social reintegration. The war in Afghanistan was viewed as a war
between Islam and communism. Local clergy with the support of the state and being
encouraged through foreign funding for the US and Saudi Arabia developed the war
hysteria amongst the local masses in Pakistan with particular reference to the study
area. These findings were similar to Nasr (2000a) that in Afghan Jihad Pakistan‟s
participation unlocked a vicious phase of terrorist ramifications. Furthermore, major
world powers focused on getting hegemony by establishing their vested interests was
found highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings suggested

that local areas and bordering areas to Afghanistan became the major hub of the war
and related activities. Later on, the division of sectarian basis of these militants toward
the whole scenario as both were found waring each other being supported by Saudi
Arabia and Iran. These consequent effects turned the pro-Saudi Arabian mindset to
attack and kill Shias both within the region and even beyond like in Iraq, Syria, etc. as
reported by Mehsud and Bukhari (2014); Rehman (2013); and Al-Salhy (2013). It was
also ramification by attacks in Pakistan through terrorists sponsored by Soviet and
Afghan secret agencies (Wright, 2007). Moreover, Saudi intervention to contain the
Iranian ideology of revolution at the doorstep further augmented the situation and social
reintegration was affirmed as highly significant (

0.000) as shown in Table 4.3.5.

Pressuring and to contain the Iran revolution was backlashed with a much stronger
force for Iran and Iraq War and the Arab Spring was observed as strengthening Iranian
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Shia expansionism in the area. Shia and Sunni extremists subjugated the dissolution of
Mideast states due to aggressive clashes as a reaction to Saudi efforts of countering Iran
(Celso, 2018). Likewise, Iran did use its influence to support Shia with cash and kind
(Weapons) was determined highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration

respectively. It could be associated with the preceding findings in light of the Iran
resistance and response to Saudi Arabia‟s approach as pointed out by Ghaddar (2018)
that to guard the Assad administration, Iran engaged about 40,000 volunteers from
Pakistan, Iraq, and Afghan Shias. Similarly, the Pakistan government's apathy to
address the aggravated situation further deepened the sectarian division was found
highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings could be

attributed to Pakistan's tacit support for the spouting of these anti-state elements.
Pakistan continues to disquiet U.S. policymakers who had a close watch on such
events, which has destabilized South Asia. These findings were similar to Swami
(2006) that Pakistan has relied upon militant and/or Islamist proxies to accomplish its
foreign policy objectives in India and Afghanistan since 1947 and the 1960s,
respectively (Evans, 2000; Rana and Ansari, 2004; Howenstein, 2008; and Hussain,
2005). Correspondingly, frequent wars and afghans boarder moment was another
fueling factor to the sectarian division to both sects, and social reintegration was
determined as highly significant (

0.000). Such movements and war rendered the

boarding area a hub of anti-state and anti-sect activities as pointed out by Saeed et al.,
(2014) who revealed that throughout this era terrorist attacks were focused on the
bordering area of Pakistan.
In addition to the above, Pakistan could not remain alien to these development
being a border state was found significant (

0.040) with social reintegration. War,

directly and indirectly, affects its neighbors, such way the case of Afghanistan and
Pakistan's reciprocal effects on one another. Pakistan was directly hit in the Afghan war
and still stuck in its dilemma. The sectarian upsurge in Pakistan is due to the civil war
of Afghanistan and subsequent Talibanization (Dotani, 2011). Consistently, the Afghan
war soon took the shape of a religious-based conflict that was significantly associated
(

0.004) with social reintegration. The Saudi and Iranian think tanks kept on tackling

each other‟s hegemonic interests. The formation of Jihad‟s training center on both sides
of the Durand line makes communication source of sectarian hate from the coasts of
Baluchistan to the extreme North, the Gilgit area (Human Rights Watch, 2005).
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Likewise, it has alluded from Table 4.3.5 that the United States also exploited the
afghans in the pretext of holy war, which was determined significant (

0.008) with

social reintegration. The US had been using this analogy for a long in Afghanistan and
was proved successful in exploiting the situation against invading Russia. Later on, the
US again adopted this trajectory as reported by Benraad (2011) that the US had fought
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) successfully in 2008 by the provision of
arms and training more than 80,000 Sunni local people in Iraq respectively.
However, contrary to the above association between the division based on sects
was further augmented through the uncontrolled provision of weapons left behind the
Afghan war and social reintegration was found non-significant (

0.503), which has

been affirmed from below-mentioned table 4.3.5 respectively. Consistent foreign
involvement, support both in cash and kind tendered the local area with extreme
division, erupting no trust, destruction of prevalent local values, and a complete
disintegration to both state-owned and traditional local social institutions. The gigantic
events affecting the Muslim world from the 1979 Iranian revolution, the successful
Afghan jihad of the 1980s, and the catastrophic 9/11 incident are seen by some as
harbingers for turning the Muslim fate into doldrums (Celso, 2018).
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Table 4.3.5 Association between post Afghan War scenario and social
reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No

204(87.6%)
15(6.4%)

41(71.9%)
1(1.8%)

Don’t
know
16(100.0%)
0(0.0%)

Don‟t know

14(6.0%)

15(26.3%)

0(0.0%)

Yes
No

140(60.1%)
33(14.2%)

25(43.9%)
3(5.3%)

8(50.0%)
6(37.5%)

Don‟t know

60(25.8%)

29(50.9%)

2(12.2%)

Yes

141(60.5%)

26(45.6%)

7(43.8%)

No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

48(20.6%)
44(18.9%)
179(76.8%)
44(18.9%)
10(4.3%)
182(78.1%)
20(8.6%)
31(13.3%)
182(78.1%)
28(12.0%)

10(17.5%)
21(36.8%)
30(52.6%)
19(33.3%)
8(14.0%)
34(59.6%)
5(8.8%)
18(31.6%)
38(66.7%)
10(17.5%)

5(31.3%)
4(25.0%)
12(75.0%)
3(18.8%)
1(6.3%)
9(56.3%)
3(18.8%)
4(25.0%)
12(75.0%)
2(12.5%)

Don‟t know

23(9.9%)

9(15.8%)

2(12.5%)

Yes
No

164(70.4%)
44(18.9%)

27(47.7%)
12(21.1%)

4(25.0%)
4(25.0%)

Don‟t know

25(10.7%)

18(31.6%)

8(50.0%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

129(55.4%)
83(35.6%)
21(9.0%)
194(83.3%)
30(12.9%)

21(36.8%)
19(33.3%)
17(29.8%)
36(63.2%)
18(31.6%)

13(81.3%)
2(12.5%)
1(6.3%)
8(50.0%)
8(50.0%)

Don‟t know

9(3.9%)

3(5.3%)

0(0.0%)

Yes
No

199(85.4%)
24(10.3%)

32(56.1%)
11(19.3%)

13(81.3%)
2(12.5%)

Don‟t know

10(4.3%)

14(4.6%)

1(6.3%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

The Russian invasion of
Afghanistan in 1979, led to
the initiation pf proxy war in
the region
Major world powers focused
on getting hegemony by
establishing their vested
interests
Pakistan could not remain
alien to these development
being a border state

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Afghan war soon took the
shape of a religious-based
conflict
The US exploited the afghans
in the pretext of holy war
The division based on sects
was
further
augmented
through the uncontrolled
provision of weapons left
behind the Afghan war
Saudi intervention to enrage
the Iranian ideology of
revolution at doorstep further
augmented the situation
Iran did use its influence to
support Shia with cash and
kind (Weapons)
The Pakistan government
apathy to address the
aggravated situation further
deepened
the
sectarian
division
Frequent
Afghan
wars,
boarder moment was another
fueling factor the sectarian
division to both sects
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Statistics

26.070
0.000

23.265
0.000
10.033
0.040

0.004

0.008

0.503

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

4.3.6

Association between foreign involvement in the area based on sects and
social reintegration
A state being faced with administrative loopholes by addressing the issue of law

and order is usually met with chaos and turmoil in terms of its security. Always nonstate agents take the initiative by challenging the writ of the state. Such elements, if
sponsored by the external powers for meeting its ulterior designs may thwart the very
fabrics of the incumbent societies. These forces' utmost priority is to hit the permanent
institutional deliverance by creating fissures and malfunction. Religion is often a tool
being used for disintegration in most cases. Pakistan as a state and society has been
experiencing this model soon after the onset of terrorism.
Table 4.3.6 disclosed the association between foreign involvement in the area
based on sects and social reintegration. It has alluded from the mentioned table 4.3.6
that foreign involvement was vivid in supporting each sect was found highly significant
(

0.000) with social reintegration. These results could be attributed to the unabated

involvement in terms of extending support by various foreign powers to maintain their
hegemonic designs. In some instances, Hazarajat in Afghanistan was supported by Shia
influence, however, the rise of Talibanization turned the table on them by establishing
their style of government in Afghanistan. These developments later on powered for
paving the ways and means to establish training camps for the Taliban in Afghanistan
(Abbas, 2003). Although, Sunni‟s are mostly financed and supported by Sunni states
and Shia‟s had the military and financial support from Iran were determined highly
significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings reflect the dynamic

shift in the affairs related to the issue at hand as disclosed by Ahmad (2003) that
Pakistan Shiaism became more centralized, clericalist, more Iranianized, and linked
with the international Shias community, while in contrast, Sunnis became more
Arabicized and the generous funding of Saudi Arabia to the Pakistani Sunni madrasahs
and the jihadi group's organizations. Similarly, sectarianism is the result of external
funding of foreign agents that had a highly significant (

0.000) relationship with

social reintegration. These findings within close liaison to the preceding results that
Saudi Arabia, Iran, and other Gulf states are engaging in channeling, funding,
ideological and moral support of the sectarian warlords (Hashmi, 2014).
Correspondingly, it has also been affirmed that a significant (

0.000) association

between sectarianism is the resultant factor of foreign funding to each sect and social
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reintegration. These findings were similar to Raman (2007) that one of the probable
factors contributing to ongoing anti-Shia violence in Pakistan is the rising operative
guideline provided by Al-Qaida and the Taliban to Pakistan‟s Sunni sectarian militants
and groups, especially SSP and LEJ. Frequent financial support (Ahmad, 2003) for
Sunni militants led to the reintegration of the Jihadist agenda of the military. Moreover,
anti-Pakistan states have high orientations to sustain militant existence to damage
Pakistan as a state and social reintegration was found highly significant (

0.000)

with social reintegration respectively. The development of sectarian-based ideology
waked as the pronged strategy, challenging the writ of the state through rising militancy
and destabilizing the existing national and social order. These findings endorsed the
conclusions of Weinbaum (2017) that a foreign involvement was observed by both
military and democratic leadership in Pakistan through the instigation of India's
involvement for the sole purpose of weakening the state order through frequent
insurgencies. Baluchistan domestic and local unrest could be credited to the RAW for
instigating anti-state feelings. Pakistan affairs were constantly under tremendous
pressure of meddling through India. Pakistan's ethnic nationalism has been given
impetus to dismember north-west Pakistan. Moreover, American involvement in these
activities could also not be ruled out and may be attributed to undermining Pakistan's
nuclear program (US Congressional Research Service, 2016). Furthermore, Indian
presence in Afghanistan had always been a factor of destabilizing Pakistan's social
order was affirmed with a highly significant (

0.000) association with social

reintegration. These findings amply endorsed the preceding conclusion as National
security professionals instigated to describe Pakistan as being circled by India since
Kabul was at the time more closely allied with Delhi than Islamabad (Yousaf and
Adkin, 1992). Additionally, destabilization in different parts of Pakistan is the direct
outcome of Indian presence in Afghanistan and social reintegration was confirmed
highly significant (

0.000) from table 4.3.6. The war in Afghanistan had led to the

expansion of both ideological borders and the military presence of different
stakeholders in the area. It has been only aimed at establishing their regional hegemony
by taking on one another in this bunt for meeting their end objectives. That‟s why it
was argued by Ahmed (2011) that a friendly government in Kabul, would certainly
provide a “strategic depth” in case of a clash with India.
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Though significant

0.033) relationship was determined between ideology

based organization took place with a stanch existence of weaponry and social
reintegration. The SSP (aka LeJ and ASWJ) and practically other Deobandi militant
groups in Pakistan and Afghanistan has not only established network with each other
but also supported by religion-based political organization in Pakistan like factions
being led by Maulana Fazlu-r-Rehman and Maulana Sami-ul-Haq respectively.
Moreover, they are also funded by the Arab States of Sunni origins (Zahab & Roy,
2004; and Fair, 2007). Although internal powers/actors do invest in the area to further
their design was found significant

0.028) with social reintegration. State affairs

alterations in structural and functional domains led to the rise of various new forces in
Pakistan. Moreover, internationally powerful Gulf states like Saudi Arabia did extend
help flourishing these organizations to establish their roots as discoursed by Rashid
(2008); and Ahmed (2011). Taliban propaganda materials distributed in the erstwhile
FATA and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa erstwhile NWFP regularly comprise anti-Shia
slogans. Some precedents of support for Pakistan-based Taliban and Punjabi Taliban
were also seen as rising on this discourse (Abbas, 2009). Likewise, locals have the
information of foreign agents as anti-Pakistan and social reintegration was also
significant

0.015) association with one another, as reflected from the results in

Table 4.2.6 respectively.
Contrariwise, different NGOs also played a negative role in escalating the war
feelings in the area and social reintegration was determined non-significant

0.722)

in association with one another. These findings had some directed conclusions that
certain NGOs working with a vivid manifesto of local uplift on educational, welfare,
and public health with no any involvement of destruction in the study area.
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Table 4.3.6

Association between foreign involvement in the area based on sects
and social reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

138(59.2%)
63(27.0%)
32(13.7%)
146(62.7%)
67(28.8%)
20(8.6%)
128(54.9%)
85(36.5%)
20(8.6%)
162(69.5%)
35(15.0%)
36(15.5%)
144(61.8%)
41(17.6%)
48(20.6%)
133(57.1%)
67(28.8%)
33(14.2%)
125(53.6%)
57(24.5%)
51(21.9%)
159(68.2%)
28(12.0%)

22(38.6%)
25(43.9%)
10(17.5%)
32(56.1%)
15(26.3%)
10(17.5%)
22(38.6%)
24(42.1%)
11(19.3%)
26(45.6%)
9(15.8%)
22(38.6%)
28(49.1%)
11(19.3%)
18(31.6%)
24(42.1%)
27(47.4%)
6(10.5%)
28(49.1%)
21(36.8%)
8(14.0%)
37(64.9%)
6(10.5%)

Don’t
know
3(18.8%)
3(18.8%)
10(62.5%)
3(18.8%)
6(37.5%)
7(43.8%)
10(62.2%)
0(0.0%)
6(37.5%)
10(62.5%)
0(0.0%)
6(37.5%)
5(31.3%)
0(0.0%)
11(68.8%)
12(75.0%)
2(12.5%)
2(12.5%)
6(37.5%)
9(56.3%)
1(6.3%)
4(25.0%)
1(6.3%)

Don‟t know

46(19.7%)

14(24.6%)

11(68.8%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

104(44.6%)
66(28.3%)
63(27.0%)
75(32.2%)
87(37.3%)

15(26.3%)
23(40.4%)
19(33.3%)
16(28.1%)
21(36.8%)

4(25.0%)
3(18.8%)
9(56.3%)
7(43.8%)
6(37.5%)

Don‟t know

71(30.5%)

20(35.1%)

3(18.8%)

Yes
No

126(54.1%)
42(18.0%)

24(42.1%)
19(33.3%)

5(31.3%)
0(0.0%)

Don‟t know

65(27.9%)

14(24.6%)

11(68.8%)

Yes
No

149(63.9%)
25(10.7%)

24(42.1%)
9(15.8%)

4(25.0%)
1(6.3%)

Don‟t know

59(25.3%)

24(42.1%)

11(68.8%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

Foreign involvement was
vivid in supporting each
sect
Sunni‟s are mostly financed
and supported by Sunni
states
Shia‟s had the military and
financial support from Iran

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Sectarianism is the result of
external funding of foreign
agents
Sectarianism is the resultant
factor of foreign funding to
each sect
Ideology based organization
took place with a stanch
existence of weaponry
Internal powers/actors do
invest in the area to farther
their design
Anti-Pakistan states have
high orientations to sustain
militant
existence
to
damage Pakistan as a state
Locals has the information
of foreign agents as antiPakistan
Different
NGO‟s
also
played a negative role in
escalating the war feelings
in the area
Indian
presence
in
Afghanistan had always
been
a
factor
in
destabilizing Pakistan social
order
Destabilization in different
parts of Pakistan is the
direct outcome of Indian
presence in Afghanistan
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33.443
0.000
22.566
0.000

0.000

0.000

0.000

0.033

0.028

0.000

0.015

0.722

0.000

0.000

4.3.7

Association between racial differentials and social reintegration
Although certain states, which had rigid ethnic division have been represented

on the basis of caste and ethnic groups, being enshrined in their respective constitutions
like Lebanon. However, Pakistan though passed through this to constitution stage
during Zia‟s era, but never any ethnic group is protected through constitutional
provision. Rather, Sunni was most supported over Shia‟s community, which led to
fierce fighting amongst them (Traboulsi, 2016; and Rafiq, 2014b).
Table 4.3.7 revealed an association between racial differentials and social
reintegration. Although, it has been observed from the table that different ethnic groups
were living in a congenial environment before the Afghan war was highly significant
(

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings divulged that peace and tranquility

prevailed amongst Pakistani of different ethnic origins. However, the geopolitical and
regional dynamics such as the Iran revolution and Afghanistan invasion of Russia in
1979 shifted the whole scenario into a new frame of politics. Shias got integrated under
the emblem of Khomeini‟s revolution, while Sunni‟s were patronized by Saudi
patronage (Raza, 2015). Furthermore, politics diverted and reinvigorated on the sect
based composition, had also highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration.

These findings further reflected a change in the political arena based on the ethnic
division of Pakistanis society. Such division unleased some marked fissures led to
fighting‟s ended on many human losses. Sectarian violence exists laterally as a
continuum in the Middle East, their actions are driven by hatred-based theology i.e. it
has been believed that members of another community were apostates or heretics.
While it was also observed that the proportion of foreign jihadists fighting for
theological reasons is greater than that amongst native fighters, many of them were
pursuing local political aims and objectives (Haddad, 2013). Similarly, the association
between blood relationship earlier existed amongst different sects was disowned by the
relative families as social reintegration was predicted highly significant (

0.000)

with one another. All such conclusions indicated a rigid division of social order, which
drastically affected the affinity and blood relationship between Shia and Sunni
respectively. These findings were in consonance to Abbas (2010) that before Zia‟s
Islamization drive in Pakistan Sunni and Shia were living a peaceful life, enjoying
intermarriages, participating in each other rituals. Likewise, a highly significant
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association (

0.000) was found between locals who were over-numbered by the

adjacent tribes to establish their stake in the area and social reintegration. These results
were based on the demographic changes, resulted from the infighting. Most of both the
Shias and Sunnis, if living in minority migrated from their native areas to protect their
human life and business. Change in demographic profile under the strong influence of
the Afghan war uprooted the Shias in Parachinar, Hangu, etc., which had a strong living
base. Moreover, tussles on representation in population-based on sects also emerged,
which are still not being resolved (International Crisis Group, 2005). Moreover, racial
volatility in either part of the region affected nook and corner of the area was also
found highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. These findings amply

supported the alteration in structural and functional dynamics under the auspice of
cultural patronage of war and hatred. These could be the resultant factors of the Afghan
refugee influx in the area. The growing incursion of Pashtun refugees from conflictridden areas of Afghanistan and other areas like former FATA did lead to tensions as
shown by subsequent developments. Examples are 1985 clashes, erupted from Urdu,
and Pashtu speaking community in the area (Haq, 1995).
Furthermore, a significant relation (

0.027) existed between ethnic division

was supported to provide a breathing space to sectarian ideology and social
reintegration. Policies favoring ethnic division has been sensed and concluded as
detrimental to the sound basis of a nation. It often ended at prevailing a complete
distrust among individuals and groups. As long as individuals remain associated with
their ethnic groups, a societal division is always offing, leading to an unhealthy
political system of hatred, distrust, and instability (Maalouf, 2004). The study also
revealed a significant relation (

0.003) existed between sects that were motivated

through financial and kind support to establish their own identity and social
reintegration. Currently, Shia-Sunni ties are exhibited by clashes with explicit
inclinations of Saudi Arabia and Iran‟s manifestos for the area. Therefore, Sectarianism
is a key trial from Pakistan to Yemen and is a foremost cause of disunion between the
Muslims. Throughout history, it has been concluded that the split between Shia and
Sunni was veiled from the public but currently, the spit is blatant and publicly known
by everyone due to violent outbursts, having implicit antagonism between these two
sects, harnessing disintegration at a local and global scenario (Chandran, 2003).
Moreover, ethnic violence was encouraged sans the pathetic role of Pakistan as a state,
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was determined significant (

0.001) with social reintegration. It has been indicated

by different scholars from their studies that increasing social and political disintegration
amongst the ethnic communities of Karachi is the root of the highly motivated political
violence in Karachi. During this decade average of 23 attacks occurred per year,
causing a total of 220 fatalities on a rear basis (Azad, 1996; and Zaidi, 1991).
Additionally, a significant association (

0.006) was determined between social

disintegration encouraged by pushing different sects into the war-like situation and
social reintegration. These findings were in line with Hassan (2011) that sectarianism
emerged on the Pakistan map in the 1980s which seized the lives of hundreds of
thousand people since there. Pakistan which is home to a majority of the Shias
community after Iran is confronted with severe threats to its stability and security of the
state since the Iranian revolution in 1979 without excluding the struggle of Afghans
against Russia during 80s. Fuel to fire has been added by fatwas issued by the religious
scholars of each sect against each other. Resultantly, violent activities of sectarian
organizations like Sipa e Sahaba, Lashkar e Jhangvi, Jaishe Muhammad, and Harkatul
Mujahedin have ignited and resulted in a tit for tat response from both Shia and Sunni
for one another. Likewise, the study further depicted that state institutions could not
perform their role to mainstreaming the local population was found significant
(

0.008) with social reintegration. In recent years the attrition of governing authority

and the collapse of judicial institutions in Pakistan has become a contemptible
nightmare scenario for global security authorities (Riedel, 2008). Javaid and Hashmi
(2012) also reputed that Pakistan saw a political and economic diversification, where
resources were tried to capture to enhance their lifestyle influence over communities.
Karachi is one of the leading examples, where demographic distribution was properly
exploited to establish their own ideology based reigns.
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Table 4.3.7 Association between racial differentials and social reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No

197(84.5%)
21(9.0%)

44(77.2%)
9(15.8%)

Don’t
know
10(62.5%)
0(0.0%)

Don‟t know

15(6.4%)

4(7.0%)

6(37.5%)

Yes
No

125(53.6%)
74(31.8%)

23(40.4%)
18(31.6%)

8(50.0%)
8(50.0%)

Don‟t know

34(14.6%)

16(28.1%)

0(0.0%)

Yes
No

92(39.5%)
99(42.5%)

9(15.8%)
38(66.7%)

3(18.8%)
8(50.0%)

Don‟t know

42(18.0%)

10(17.5%)

5(31.3%)

Yes
No

135(57.9%)
63(27.0%)

21(36.8%)
26(45.6%)

5(31.3%)
4(25.0%)

Don‟t know
Yes
No

35(15.0%)
168(72.1%)
43(18.5%)

10(17.5%)
41(71.9%)
15(26.3%)

7(43.8%)
9(56.3%)
2(12.5%)

Don‟t know

22(9.4%)

1(1.8%)

5(31.3%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

137(58.8%)
68(29.2%)
28(12.0%)
156(67.0%)
50(21.5%)

34(59.6%)
15(26.3%)
8(14.0%)
31(54.4%)
18(31.6%)

5(31.3%)
2(12.5%)
9(56.3%)
4(25.0%)
7(43.8%)

Don‟t know

27(11.6%)

8(14.0%)

5(31.3%)

Yes
No

154(66.1%)
26(11.2%)

42(73.7%)
3(5.3%)

2(12.5%)
0(0.0%)

Don‟t know

53(22.7%)

12(21.1%)

14(87.5%)

Yes
No

145(62.2%)
43(18.5%)

34(59.6%)
11(19.3%)

2(12.5%)
0(0.0%)

Don‟t know

45(19.3%)

12(21.1%)

14(87.5%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know

141(60.5%)
36(15.5%)
56(24.6%)

35(61.4%)
8(14.0%)
14(24.6%)

2(12.5%)
0(0.0%)
14(87.5%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

Different ethnic groups
were living in a congenial
environment before the
Afghan war
The ethnic division was
supported to provide a
breathing space to sectarian
ideology
Sects
were
motivated
through financial and kind
support to establish their
own identity
Ethnic
violence
was
encouraged
sans
the
pathetic role of Pakistan as
a state
Social disintegration was
encouraged by pushing
different sects into a warlike situation
Politics were diverted and
reinvigorated on the sect
based composition

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

State institution could not
perform their role to
mainstreaming the local
population
Blood relationship earlier
existed amongst different
sects, was disowned by the
relative families
Locals were over-numbered
by the adjacent tribes to
establish their stake in the
area
Racial volatility in either
part of the region affected
nook and corner of the area
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22.683
0.000

10.992
0.027

5.843
0.003

0.001

0.006

0.000

0.008

0.000

402
0.000

0.000

4.3.8

Association between economic disparity and social reintegration
The empirical evidence on the relation between poverty and economic

inequalities under the tacit support for political violence is varied (Mousseau, 2011;
Burgoon, 2006; Tessler & Robbins, 2007; Alan & Malekova, 2003; Berrebi, 2007; and
Blair et al., 2012). It has been focused by Benmelech and Klor (2016) upon
determinants of expatriate militant labor and pointed out that adverse aggregate
economic circumstances are not only significant explanatory factors. Furthermore, one
cluster of research inspects actual poverty and support for violent politics, and some of
these research studies have engrossed upon dynamics that influence the determinants
supply of militant labor (Hegghammer, 2012). Opportunity costs were another
proposed tool for the relationship between poverty and support for political violence.
Those individuals living in poverty have lower or higher opportunity return allied with
supporting political violence than their wealthier counterparts, making them more
likely to do so ceteris parabis (Gates, 2002; and Ernesto & Bó, 2011).
Table 4.3.8 dismantled the relationship between economic disparities and social
reintegration. It is evident from table No 4.3.8 that there existed a highly significant
relationship (

0.000) between most of the business activities uprooted due to

persistent clashes based on sect and social reintegration. These findings highlighted the
study area dynamics as being ruined especially in economic domains. The business was
destroyed, investors fled the area, and poverty has fallen due to widespread
unemployment. Karachi, Pakistan‟s prime metropolitan and financial hub, was the
vilest hit by sectarian warfare in 2011, with 36 attacks claiming 58 lives, roughly 32%
of all sectarian incidents recorded in all over Pakistan (Pakistan Institute for Peace
Studies, 2013). Similarly, local investors shifted their investment to other parts of the
country due to uncertainty and social reintegration determined as highly significant
(

0.000) associated. Correspondingly, the relationship between the gap created from

the evacuation of the business class led to the emergence of poverty, and social
reintegration was determined highly significant (

0.000) respectively. These findings

endorsed the preceding conclusions that poverty and lawlessness prevailed as a
resultant factor of investor's evacuation and peeping in of the sectarian-based militant
incursions. It is evident from the literature that since the 1990s when sectarianism
touching its peak, the GDP rate of the country was promptly decelerating which
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resulted in a swift surge in poverty (Spotlight on Regional Affairs, 2005; Khan, 2011;
and Tariq, 2011). Consistently, poverty coupled with illiteracy worked as an anchor
role in fueling the sectarian clashes was also found highly significant (

0.000) with

social reintegration. Other researchers suggested that low-income people were more
likely to back militant groups due to feelings of feebleness and general dissatisfaction
with the current political system with high chances of being deceived due to ignorance
(Abadie, 2006; Esposito and Voll, 1996; James, 2007; and Tessler & Robbins, 2007).
Although, results further emanated that persistent abject poverty attracted the
locals to sect-based division and social reintegration had a significant (

0.043)

association. Burgoon (2006) stated that the provision of higher social services will
strengthen people‟s socioeconomic status and forthcoming economic prospects, which
will reduce the preference for terrorist activity. While it has been observed that war in
area got a shape of business was significant (

0.045) with social reintegration.

Waseem (2004) rigorously pointed towards such developments and concluded that
Sunni and Shia's madrassas were financed from Saudi Arabia and Iran, resulted in the
initiation of a proxy war in Pakistan. Similarly, warlord's pay to every fighter and
return was ensured through the achievement of the leaders targeted objective was found
significant (

0.027) with social reintegration. Local leadership inclination to led the

social order on a sectarian basis and non-local actor‟s involvement to finance the ethnic
was thwarted the social, religious, and economic fabrics of Pakistan society. While on
hunting visits to Pakistan in the Southern region of Pakistan Saudi princes used to fund
Sunni madrassas (Siddiqua, 2011), while in the response Iran also started to counteract,
and thus Pakistan became the epicenter of proxy war in the form of sectarianism
(Zahab, 2002). Furthermore, the lack of any industrial chain to provide job opportunity
was another factor of escalating militancy and social reintegration was also determined
significant (
(

0.032) as well. Likewise, the association was also found significant

0.001) between local markets have a lucrative business of weaponry and social

reintegration. Additionally, an abundance of weapon and sectarian push to its followers
was the main cause of fighting on sect bases were determined significant (

0.015)

with social reintegration. The Afghan Jihad period not only triggered the Afghan war to
spill over into Pakistan, but it also facilitated the existing political strains to turn violent
i.e. the flow of weapons that took place into this region during this period substantially
rendered the cost of violence (Hussain, 1987). Lack of job opportunities through any
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industry, especially the cottage industry were other factors negatively affecting the
social and religious harmony in the area (Burgoon, 2006). Moreover, agriculture, as a
profession was badly damaged because of absence of manpower who fled the area due
to war, was found significant (

0.048) with social reintegration. Agriculture based

economy, though rudimentary in shape but ensure fairly based economic activities
witnessed its deterioration due to lack of manpower, being fled from the area to protect
their lives.
Although, it has alluded from the below table that the association between local
leaders who were involved in this phenomenon by owning it as a business and social
reintegration was found non-significant (

0.370) respectively. Pakistan a state

miserably failed to coin political stability, Mahsood and Kamran (2017) integrated with
focusing on the economic model of development with maximum participation for all
stakeholders. The political system in Pakistan could not get any directional mode of
deliverance either to be democratic or otherwise. The nascent political culture with
immature inclinations of its leadership were some of the root causes of politico-cultural
and economic instability in the region.
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Table 4.3.8 Association between economic disparity and social reintegration
Social reintegration
Yes

No

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

117(50.2%)
100(42.9%)
16(6.9%)
106(45.5%)
106(45.5%)
21(9.0%)
140(60.1%)
46(19.7%)

20(35.1%)
30(52.6%)
7(12.3%)
18(31.6%)
34(59.6%)
5(8.8%)
24(42.1%)
19(33.3%)

Don’t
know
3(18.8%)
11(68.8%)
2(12.5%)
2(12.5%)
12(75.0%)
2(12.5%)
5(31.3%)
5(31.3%)

Don‟t know

47(20.2%)

14(24.6%)

6(37.5%)

Yes
No

154(66.1%)
45(19.3%)

32(56.1%)
18(31.6%)

7(43.8%)
3(18.8%)

Don‟t know

34(14.6%)

7(12.3%)

6(37.5%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

101(43.3%)
119(51.1%)
13(5.6%)
182(78.1%)
37(15.9%)

12(21.1%)
42(73.7%)
3(5.3%)
41(71.9%)
14(24.6%)

1(6.3%)
12(75.0%)
3(18.8%)
9(56.3%)
3(18.8%)

Don‟t know

14(6.0%)

2(3.5%)

4(25.0%)

Yes
No
Don‟t know
Yes
No

139(59.7%)
64(27.5%)
30(12.9%)
191(82.0%)
27(11.6%)

38(66.7%)
15(26.3%)
4(7.0%)
54(94.7%)
2(3.5%)

9(56.3%)
3(18.8%)
4(25.0%)
10(62.5%)
1(6.3%)

Don‟t know

15(6.4%)

1(1.8%)

5(31.3%)

Yes
No

138(59.2%)
54(23.2%)

29(50.9%)
19(33.3%)

6(37.5%)
3(18.8%)

Don‟t know

41(17.6%)

9(15.8%)

7(43.8%)

Yes
No

184(79.0%)
32(13.7%)

48(84.2%)
6(10.5%)

7(43.8%)
2(12.5%)

Don‟t know

17(7.3%)

3(5.3%)

7(43.8%)

Yes
No

172(73.8%)
33(14.2%)

29(50.9%)
11(19.3%)

7(43.8%)
1(6.3%)

Don‟t know

28(12.0%)

17(29.8%)

8(50.0%)

Yes
No

164(70.4%)
38(16.3%)

29(50.9%)
8(14.0%)

6(37.5%)
0(0.0%)

Don‟t know

31(13.3%)

20(35.1%)

10(62.5%)

S. No.

Statement

Response

1

Persistent abject poverty
attracted the locals to sectbased division
War in area got a shape of
business

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Warlords pay to every
fighter and return was
ensured
through
the
achievement of the leaders
targeted objective
Lack of any industrial chain
to provide job opportunity
was another factor of
escalating militancy
Local markets have a
lucrative
business
of
weaponry
An abundance of weapon
and sectarian push to its
followers was the main
cause of fighting on sect
bases
Local leaders were involved
in this phenomena by
owning it as a business
Most of the business
activities uprooted due to
persistent clashes based on
sect
Agriculture as a profession
was badly damaged because
of the absence of manpower
who fled the area due to war
Local investors shifted their
investment to other parts of
the
country
due
to
uncertainty
The gap created from the
evacuation of the business
class led to the emergence
of poverty
Poverty
coupled
with
illiteracy worked as an
anchor role in fueling the
sectarian clashes
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9.832
0.043
9.763
0.045

10.935
0.027

0.032

0.001

0.015

0.370

0.000

602
0.048

632
0.000

440
0.000

589
0.000

4.4

Bi and multi-variate analysis based on indexation of dependent
and independent variables
Various statements on dependent (social reintegration) and independent

variables namely, religious disparities, administrative failure to curb sectarianism,
power politics, government failure, post-Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement in
the area based on sects, racial differentials, and economic disparity were indexed to
examine their relationship at bi and multi-variate level. Detailed elaborations of the
indexed variables with regards to the association between the abovementioned variables
are discussed and given as follows:
4.4.1

Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious disparities and
social reintegration
Religion and spirituality are basic institutions, practiced by almost every

individual across the world. The manifestation of religion and spirituality can be seen at
varying degrees of complexity, but the sole purpose is to control and direction of
human behavior. It helps interpret the social, economic, and ecological, etc. situations
in terms of intra and interfaith holders. Rigidity within and among different religions
could put at stake the prevalent situational harmony and trust with the faith holders. A
highly significant (

0.000) relationship was found between the respondent‟s attitude

towards religious disparities and social reintegration (Table 4.4.1). These findings
could be attributed to the division of religion into various sects in the study area. These
divisions have wrought havoc on completely disarray the religious environment for
different faith holders to enjoy religious practices in public without any fear of being
attacked intimidated and even coerced. These findings aligned with Witter (2007) that
many religious institutions in Pakistan have long been developed as incubators of
religious radicalism and sectarianism. They provide manpower to violent terrorist
entities belonging to Sunni, Shiite, Deobandi and other sects. Numerous efforts were
launched to reform these religious institutions, but unsuccessful to yield the anticipated
outcomes owing to numerous reasons. Pakistan has officially banned 212 militant
organizations in the last 15 years, including the foremost foreign extremist groups. But
most of them continue to be inactive or they have re-named their organizations in the
hope of avoiding the label of illegality. Many groups are blocs that have fragmented
from their parent groups. Approximately, at the national level at least 60 jihadi and
Islamic terrorist organizations that together currently form the hub of terrorism in
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Pakistan. Many of them form a virtually unified web of anti-state groups that work
together in joint operations in different regions of the country, many of them are
sympathetic to the TTP and numerous have carried out attacks inside Pakistan
(Gishkori, 2015; Raza, 2015; Rashid, 2016; and Weinbaum, 2017).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious
disparities and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics

Table 4.4.1

Religious disparities

4.4.2

Social reintegration

41.196
0.000

Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative failure
to curb sectarianism and social reintegration
Any society is pillared on its important domains; administration and governance

is one of them. Deliverance on the administrative domain with ample support from the
remaining three could properly attribute to the smooth functioning of the state as a unit.
Chaos, unrest, and challenges to the writ of the state to curb are essential to maintain
normalcy, tranquility, and harmony in reciprocal terms to both state and individuals
respectively. As shown above, in Table 4.4.2, the association between respondent‟s
attitude towards administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration was
non-significant (

0.054). These findings indicate that the state efficiency though

weak, but had a particular level of influence on the local‟s behavior. However, the
advent of Afghan dogma i.e. fighting for the holy cause against the Russian invasion
prompted the arms and drugs abundance under the grabs of various religious outfits.,
left the scenario to be completely stated out of control by managing the threats of civil
strife. These findings could easily be linked with the conclusions of International Crisis
Group (2005) while working on sectarian fissures in Pakistan society that in Parachinar
there wasn‟t any structured violence until Pakistan's interventionist strategies in
Afghanistan resulted in the influx of Afghan Islamist terrorists and a flourishing trade
in drugs and arms. "Sectarian conflict foremost occurred in 1986 when Afghan fighters
were gotten in this area to attack Shias of Turi tribe because the Zia regime did not
want any Shia pockets on the weapon supply route from Pakistan to Afghanistan",
revealed by Shafqatullah Khan, a resident of Parachinar. Sectarian conflicts played a
fundamental role in escalating lawlessness and insecurity amongst the public in former
FATA comprising Kurram, Orakai and Khyber districts respectively (Fazli, 2012).
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Even though, in Gilgit Baltistan administrative dichotomy is ought to be one of the
main reasons for sectarianism, challenging the writ of the state (Bansal, 2008).
Table 4.4.2

Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative
failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics

Administrative failure to curb sectarianism

4.4.3

Social reintegration

9.282
0.054

Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics and
social reintegration
Politics is usually revolving around power dynamics in the present-day political

arena. In some cases, these dynamics are associated with the economic strength of the
leadership, whereas in other instances, honesty punctuality, dedication to work and
agility to address the issues have been taken up as the added strength to the leadership.
Table 4.4.3 depicted a significant relationship (

0.002) that existed between

respondent‟s attitudes towards power politics and social reintegration. These findings
could be attributed to the prevalent power traits, being in operation in the study area. In
the present study area, power politics was linked with a high level of dynamism,
honesty, and trust not to be breached, which has been established between the masses
and leadership. However, the turbulent power dynamics that emerged in the shadow of
sectarianism had its roots in the predatory economy i.e. extortion, land grabbing, etc.,
which were in total repugnance to the fore-mentioned leadership virtues (Siddiqa,
2013). Also, there was interest to challenge the writ of the Pakistan state, which is
declared sedation in Pakistan‟s constitution (Rafiq, 2014a).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics
and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics

Table 4.4.3

Power politics

4.4.4

Social reintegration

16.457
0.002

Association between respondent’s attitude towards government failure and
social reintegration
The state is responsible to provide all sorts of relief and to protect the life and

honor of its citizens. The state is often run by the laws, rules and regulations
promulgated from time to time. These rules are framed in light of the needs and felt a
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need, and passed through legislative bodies for enforcing in public. The government
resolves to maintain order through these laws are often productive and people yield to
submit allegiance to acts carried out by the state. As shown in Table 4.4.4, the
relationship between respondent‟s attitude towards government failure and social
reintegration was non-significant (

0.098). It could again be referred to in table 4.4.2

as aligned in results. Both administrations as integral components of the state could not
succeed to deliver through government functionaries. All these are the resultant factors
of government incapacities, and the issue has swollen up beyond the control of the
state, or people lost their faith in the relative government initiatives of curbing the
sectarian issue in the study area. These findings were in support of Ostovar (2015) who
concluded that the indifference of Arab states with regard to their role in spreading
sectarian hatred and regional actor‟s denial of state allegiance rather than challenging
the writ of the state extremely deteriorated the law and order situation in Pakistan. The
revision in curriculum of the seminaries by bringing reconstructive reforms and
bringing criminals to justice by creating a balance in relation with all sects of society
has been termed a panacea in this regard (European Asylum Support Office, 2017;
Raza, 2015; and Rafiq, 2014a).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards government
failure and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics

Table 4.4.4

Government failure

4.4.5

Social reintegration

0.098

Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration
The Russian invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 turned on the scenario of geo-

politics in the area. This invasion put into account a communist regime for promoting
communism in Afghanistan and subsequently in the rest of the area. Certain regional
states including Pakistan was directly affected by these developments. Moreover, in the
Muslim world communism was deemed as a threat to Islam as a religion and school of
thought as well. Americans took the shard by extending initiatives to block this
invasion. Several Islamic states like Saudi Arabia, Egypt, etc., came to the rescue of the
Afghans, fighting the war against Russia by extending all possible help both in cash
and kind. In a short period, the whole area turned into a major battlefield. Although the
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Russians retreated, however, the war ramifications could still be found around. A
significant association (

0.003) was found between the respondent‟s attitude towards

the post-Afghan war scenario and social reintegration (Table 4.4.5). Since 1979 till date
Afghanistan crisis, posed alarming threats to the local as well as external security of
Pakistan, due to the enormous influx of Afghan refugees to Pakistan which climaxed
the spread of extremism, militancy, and terrorism, resultantly after the 9/11 incident
Talibanization in Pakistan, an explicitly ethno-political crisis in Karachi as well as in
separatist movement Baluchistan based on ethno-nationalist conflicts have emerged. In
addition, due to the Afghan war, Pakistan also suffered from a huge supply of drugs
and narcotics, Kalashnikov culture, and lawlessness in its various parts (Dotani, 2011).
Furthermore, the advent of 9/11 resulted in mistrust between the Pakistan government
and those once fighting for Pakistan, turned against Pakistan by taking stock of the gaps
in the political system, dividing the society on the sect‟s polarization. A new wave of
horror was created due to infighting between various sects i.e. with leading from the
front by Shia and Sunni. This scenario turned the whole system into a chaotic outcome,
threatening the social, cultural, and economic dynamics of Pakistan (Ahmed, 2011; and
Wright, 2007).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics

Table 4.4.5

Post-Afghan war scenario

4.4.6

Social reintegration

16.042
0.003

Association between respondent’s attitude towards foreign involvement in
the area based on sects and social reintegration
The Afghan war left enormous effects on its regional political and economic

dynamics with no exception to Pakistan. Pakistan lost thousands of citizens including
its law-enforcing personnel‟s to curb terrorism, which was an upshot that flourished in
the shadow of the Afghan war. The influx of non-locals to fight the holy war against
Russians with the flow of sophisticated weaponry turned the whole of Pakistan into
upheaval with drastic effects on its cultural and economic traits. The relationship
between the respondent‟s attitude towards foreign involvement in the area based on
sects and social reintegration was highly significant (

0.000) as mentioned in Table

4.4.6 as well. Sectarianism does not certainly lead to violence, rather stems from
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externalities that drive violence among religious groups dependent on peripheral
strategic interests and objectives of either actor (Fair, 2012). Likewise, the influence of
the Saudi-Iranian enmity has continued to aggravate sectarianism within the region.
Both countries endeavor to magnify and counter each other‟s influence by backing
proxy groups within the international as well as local politics by taking advantage of
weak institutional structures (Fisher, 2016). Such developments were encouraged due
to safe-haven being given to those warring forces in the border areas with Afghanistan,
where no state has its formal administrative structure to curb such developments
(Weinbaum, 2017; Giustozzi, 2016; and Ali, 2016).
Table 4.4.6

Association between respondent’s attitude towards foreign
involvement in the area based on sects and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics

Foreign involvement in the area based on sects

4.4.7

Social reintegration

46.060
0.000

Association between respondent’s attitude towards racial differentials and
social reintegration
Any societal frame is built on the amalgamation of different races, residing in

the area. A central authority is needed to reckon integration and unity amongst these
sects through a viable code of ethics. In today‟s era, a consented constitution is
essential to establish a frame of institutions with well-defined limits, functions, and
discharging various series to hold the whole country as an integrated unit. Congruently,
the relationship between respondent‟s attitude towards racial differentials and social
reintegration was found highly significant (

0.000), revealed in Table 4.4.7

respectively. Pakistan as a state was enjoying harmony, trust, and mutual respect
amongst its various races turned sects till the 1980s. However, the advent of various
developments like Iran‟s revolution and the Afghan war triggered the fissures of
division by creating mistrust amongst these sects in Pakistan (Zahab, 2005). Similarly,
for centuries in Gilgit Baltistan people having diverse ethnic origins (Warikoo, 2009;
and Mange, 1999), were interacting in harmony and tranquil environment, irrespective
of their varying aptitude towards religion. However, religion that has been always
remained a significant source in people identification appeared to be the ultimate reason
for conflict in GB, similarly, any particular region with different religions, seems to
have a high risk of local conflicts. While, recently the religious revitalization has
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triggered religious clashes resurgence (Ellingsen, 2005) not only in GB but across the
region.
Association between respondent’s attitude
differentials and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable

Table 4.4.7

Racial differentials

4.4.8

Social reintegration

towards

racial

Statistics
32.563
0.000

Association between respondent’s attitude towards economic disparity and
social reintegration
Social and cultural integration is based on a sound economic system having the

potentials to produce, distribute, and consume goods and services to its members. Such
provisions, if they are smooth, had the endorsement of religion could sustain for a
longer period. A highly significant (

0.000) association was found between the

respondent‟s attitude towards economic disparity and social reintegration mentioned in
Table 4.4.8. Constrains to sustainable tourism of GB, also comprise ignorance of the
public as well as a religious monopoly, even the general public was unaware of
religious, social, and political rights. Communal backwardness of the region
contributed to sectarian violence, and due to poor economic conditions, most of the
people prefer to send their offspring‟s into religious institutions (which are chiefly
considered as the major hubs of breeding sectarianism) rather than send them to
schools, due to free education available in these seminaries. Since 1988, the people of
this region have indulged in sectarian clangs, and in this regard, the role of these
religious institutions was considerably immanent (Grare, 2007). It has been also
affirmed that in GB under such tensed situations, long-term strategies for tourism seem
to be impossible, although through policy implementations and self-governance, a
progression of economic conditions of this region, would certainly help to work out this
problem (Khan, 2012).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards economic
disparity and social reintegration
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics

Table 4.4.8

Economic disparity

Social reintegration
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22.936
0.000

4.5

Multi-variate analysis
Relationships among numerous independent and dependent variables were

worked out by controlling background variables i.e. respondent‟s education, income,
and sect to adjudge whether the relationship between the dependent and independent
variables at the bivariate level was spurious or non-spurious. Results based on the
above-mentioned analogy are discussed and reproduced below:
4.5.1

Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious disparities and
social reintegration (controlling literacy)
The relationship between religious disparities of the illiterate respondents and

their attitude towards social reintegration was significant (

0.002). While for literate

respondent‟s relationship between the aforementioned variables was also found
significant (

0.001) respectively. The relative probability value of

test was

also found identical. Therefore, the relationship between the fore mentioned variables
was non-spurious for both the categories i.e. literate and illiterate respondents of the
area. Government oppression and instability have augmented the importance of sectbased identity in the Middle East, large-scale sect based violence perpetually has been
the outcome of thoughtful efforts by local and international actors to provoke social
conflict for getting the political agenda achieved. These “sectarian entrepreneurs” have
successfully deployed latent religious groups and identities to cleave society on
communal lines to be ostensibly controlled (Dodge, 2014). Moreover, sectarianism is
not a persistent fight over religious differences rather this phenomenon is more a
reflection of centuries of identity politics being played out among sects in almost every
religion of the world (Farouk-Alli, 2014; Nasr, 2007; and Armstrong, 2002). However,
the recent trend introduced by transitional extremist groups under the guise of state
mechanism or otherwise brought a surge in the sectarian tendencies. This approach is
primarily based on the raw interpretation of the Quran with a relationship to espousal
sect-based ideologies and policy, putting the state into extreme politicization based on
theological differences between Shia and Sunnis of the area (Robinson et al., 2018).
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Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious
disparities and social reintegration (controlling literacy)
Literacy as a
Independent variable Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
24.629
Illiterate
Religious disparities
Social reintegration
0.002

Table 4.5.1

Literate
4.5.2

Religious disparities

Social reintegration

0.001

Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative failure
to curb sectarianism and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
Table 4.5.2 revealed a non-significant (

0.205) relationship between

administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration among illiterate
respondents. While in the group of literate respondents, relationship between the
aforementioned variables was found significant (

0.020) while controlling literacy.

Furthermore, the relationship on the illiterate side was spurious, but on literate was
found non-spurious. These findings could be attributed to the International Crisis Group
(ICG) findings that in Pakistan sectarian conflict is the direct outcome of state policies
of Islamization as well as the marginalization of secular democratic forces. Instead of
empowering democratic and liberal voices the state co-opted the religious right and
continues to rely on it to counter civilian opposition. The political usage of Islam by the
state provided opportunities for antagonistic competition for official patronage between
and within the many breaches of Sunnis and Shias, with the clerical elites of foremost
sects and sub-sects striving to build up their political parties and groups to get their
motives achieved (Ahmar, 2008). Stringent resistance to curb sectarianism in urban and
semi-urban areas of Pakistan has been unpleasant in ramifications for both military and
political leadership of Pakistan. Need arises to curb religious violence as an act of
criminal nature through prosecution capacity (Fazli, 2012).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative
failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration (controlling
literacy).
Literacy as a
Dependent
Independent variable
Statistics
control variable
variable
5.917
Administrative failure to curb
Social
Illiterate
0.205
sectarianism
reintegration

Table 4.5.2

Literate

Administrative failure to curb
sectarianism

148

Social
reintegration

0.020

4.5.3

Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics and
social reintegration (controlling literacy).
A non-significant (

0.226) relationship was found between the power politics

of the illiterate respondents and their attitude towards social reintegration. But at the
literate level, the relationship between the aforementioned variables was found
significant (

0.010) respectively while controlling literacy. Moreover, the results

were found spurious for the illiterate group of the respondents and non-spurious for the
literate level. Power politics co-exist in all spheres of life, being addressed from time to
time if anywhere it is hit by any constitution snag. All layers of society render
allegiance just to ensure the smooth social transition of politics, culture and social
traits. However, different sects of Islam, sponsored by Iran and Saudi Arabia to get
their hidden motive achieved. Such development put the Islamic world into division,
challenging the prevalent sectarian harmony by putting at stake the Shia and Sunni
long-standing cohesion (Ahmar, 2008). These emerging dynamics battered the
prevalent social order in several Muslim countries including Pakistan. At the regional
level, Gilgit Baltistan witnessed a fissure of Shia, Sunni, and Ismaili, establishing
ethnic ancestry rather to subjugate to a central social entity (Sokefeld, 1997; Ali, 2009a;
and Varley, 2010).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics
and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
Literacy as a
Independent
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
variable
5.655
Illiterate
Power politics
Social reintegration
0.226

Table 4.5.3

Literate
4.5.4

Power politics

Social reintegration

0.010

Association between respondent’s attitude towards government failure and
social reintegration (controlling literacy)
The relationship between the respondent‟s attitude towards government failure

and social reintegration was found non-significant (

0.603) in the illiterate group.

Similarly, in the group of literate respondents, the relationship was also found nonsignificant (

0.141) between the aforementioned variables. While controlling

literacy results further indicated a non-spurious relationship between aforesaid
variables at the illiterate and literate level. Although Pakistan suffered a lot from
frequent attacks of the terrorists upon police, military and other government
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installations and such acts are being directed towards government failure to curb such
heinous acts (Qazi, 2011). But the true reasons lie in the country's bureaucratic setup
and Pakistan military establishment to eschewed the religious offshoots with the
aspersion of carrying anti-state agenda. Moreover, the cautious approach to the Iranian
revolution and war in Afghanistan imprinted done consequences upon the minorities of
Pakistan under the traits of religious explanation of political phenomena (International
Religious Freedom Report for 2012).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards government
failure and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
Literacy as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
2.738
Illiterate
Government failure
Social reintegration
0.603

Table 4.5.4

Literate
4.5.5

Government failure

Social reintegration

0.141

Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
In the illiterate group of respondents, the association was found significant

(

0.004) between respondent‟s attitude towards the post-Afghan war scenario and

social reintegration. While in the literate group of respondents the relationship between
the aforementioned variables was found non-significant (

0.058). Moreover, the

relationship at the illiterate level of education was non-spurious while spurious in the
literate group of respondents. All these could be attributed to the lack of wisdom and
sagacity to explain the dynamic on rational grounds rather, an emotional attachment
had swayed the respondents from the illiterate group. On the other hand, literate people
considered the phenomena of racial disintegration as an outcome of certain other
factors including the effects of the Afghan war scenario. These findings were in
alignment with Dotani (2011) that the Afghan war left unprecedented repercussions not
only on the Afghanistan social, political and administrative domains of life but also
affected the prevailing social order in the neighboring countries conspicuously
Pakistan. The emergence of Talibanization and the 9/11 incident put a lot of agonies
and miseries in their aftermath. Moreover, the revolution of Iran, which succeeded in
dethroning the King and establishing Islamic norms to run the government and state
had also influenced the existing state of social and administrative order in Pakistan is
being deemed as the peripheral developments of Pakistan (Ahmar, 2008).
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Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
Literacy as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
11.152
Illiterate
Post-Afghan war scenario Social reintegration
0.004

Table 4.5.5

Literate
4.5.6

Post-Afghan war scenario

Social reintegration

0.058

Association between respondent’s attitude towards foreign involvement in
the area based on sects and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
The relationship was found significant (

0.023) between respondents‟

attitude towards foreign involvement in the area based on sects and social reintegration
in the illiterate group of education. Although, the same aforementioned variables were
highly associated (

0.000) with each other in the literate group of education. Results

were found non-spurious at both levels of respondents due to identical results at the bivariate level. Peripheral factors as discussed above, like the Saudi role of promoting
Wahhabism in Islam, the Islamic revolution in Iran in 1979, and the involvement of
hardline religious and militant groups of Afghanistan swayed Pakistan‟s interior
politics with several intercessions leading to small and large scale conflicts. Support
from the aforementioned states and some other Muslim states to several Sunni and
Shiite groups in Pakistan resulted in the eruption of sectarian proxy war (Ahmar, 2008).
Recruitments based on sect affiliation in Pakistan by various militant groups, enshrined
with conflict ideology on a sect basis have been flourishing since the 1980‟s through
different religious schools/madrassas. Furthermore, the involvement of youngsters in
Afghan jihad also added fuel to the existing war mindset in the area, which resulted in
the division of Pakistan society on a sect basis (Ahmad, 1998).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards foreign
involvement in the area based on sects and social reintegration
(controlling literacy)
Literacy as a
Dependent
Independent variable
Statistics
control variable
variable
Foreign involvement in the
11.303
Illiterate
Social reintegration
area based on sects
0.023

Table 4.5.6

Literate

Foreign involvement in the
area based on sects
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Social reintegration

0.000

4.5.7

Association between respondent’s attitude towards racial differentials and
social reintegration (controlling literacy).
A non-significant (

0.313) relationship was found between the respondent‟s

attitude towards racial differentials and social reintegration in the illiterate group of
respondents. Although a highly significant association (

0.000) was found between

the abovementioned variables in the literate group of respondents. In the illiterate group
of respondents, the relationship was spurious, however non-spurious in the literate
group respectively. Division of society on ethnic grounds is often supported by
religious traits being prevalent in that particular area as in the case of Northern Ireland.
Several studies have concluded the links of highly racially motivated crimes as an
outcome of anti-feelings for minorities. This trend of racism is termed as “the new
sectarianism” which roots are traced back to colonialism and a history of struggle based
on economic and political emancipation, thus indicating the importance of socioeconomic profile as a major pushing force for the fissures in the integration of society
(Moore, 1972; McVeigh and Rolston, 2007; Knox, 2011; Savaric, 2014; McKee, 2015;
McVeigh, 2015; Irish News, 2016; Brewer, 1992; McLaren, 2003; and Schlueter &
Scheepers, 2010)
Association between respondent’s attitude towards racial
differentials and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
Literacy as a
Independent variable Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
4.755
Illiterate
Racial differentials
Social reintegration
0.313

Table 4.5.7

Literate

4.5.8

Racial differentials

Social reintegration

0.000

Association between respondent’s attitude towards economic disparity and
social reintegration (controlling literacy)
In the illiterate group of respondents, the relationship between the respondent‟s

attitude towards economic disparity and social reintegration was found non-significant
(

0.237). But in the literate group, the relationship between aforesaid variables was

found highly significant (

0.000). However, findings suggested a spurious

relationship between the illiterate group and the non-spurious literate group of
respondents, when literacy was used as a controlled variable. In Gilgit Baltistan,
tourism education is a significant tool to mature innovative development and awareness
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in the sector of tourism. Similarly, to control sectarian violence and endorse sustainable
tourism, there is a dire need to update an issue-focused curriculum section in
educational institutions, academic occupational and basic transportable skills with
boosted employability along-with tracking down all those religious intuitions fueling
the extremism and radicalization. Such sort of strategic and decisive actions will
certainly contribute to reinstate the peace and tourists flow in the region (Khan, 2012).
Furthermore, a threadbare analysis of hopelessness, insecurity, and meritless policies
for the secluded segments may also work as catalysts to the rise of terrorism (Zahab,
2005).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards economic
disparity and social reintegration (controlling literacy).
Literacy as a
Independent variable Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
5.526
Illiterate
Economic disparity
Social reintegration
0.237

Table 4.5.8

Literate
4.5.9

Economic disparity

Social reintegration

0.000

Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious disparities and
social reintegration (controlling income).
As given in Table 4.5.9, in the low-income group a non-significant (

0.162)

relationship existed between religious disparities and their attitude towards social
reintegration. While in the medium income group the relationship between the
abovementioned variables was significant (

0.001). Furthermore, in the high-income

group, the relationship was also significant (

0.022) respectively. Findings suggested

that the relationship between the abovementioned variables was spurious for the lowincome group but non-spurious for both medium and high-income groups when income
was used as a control variable. These findings indicated that lack of thoughtful reforms
in the seminaries is matched by an equally inadequate effort to improve the level of the
deteriorating education system, which has radicalized numerous young people, while
simultaneously failing to train them with the skills essential for a modern economy
(Crisis Group Asia Report, 2004). The ranks of sect based extremists continue to
expand nationwide as religious institutions preach sectarian hatred. In sheer numbers,
these unregulated religious institutions are booming day by day. As well as the total
number of students enrolled in madrasas is also likely to breed even further as the state
pours money into this sector, hoping to cajole the religious right to abandon the jihad
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and accept internal reform voluntarily (International Crisis Group, 2005). Additionally,
poverty and religious background are two premier causative factors for joining
seminaries by certain students (Zakar, 2001; and Nelson, 2006).
Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious
disparities and social reintegration (controlling income).
Income as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
6.549
Low
Religious disparities
Social reintegration
0.162

Table 4.5.9

Medium

Religious disparities

Social reintegration

High

Religious disparities

Social reintegration

0.001
0.022

4.5.10 Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative failure
to curb sectarianism and social reintegration (controlling income).
In the low-income group, a non-significant (

0.993) relationship was found

between administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration. In the
medium income level, the relationship was also found non-significant (

0.779)

between administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration. Contrary,
in the high-income group a significant (

0.004) relationship was found between the

aforementioned variables. Findings explored the relationship was spurious between
aforementioned variables for low and medium-income groups, while non-spurious for
the high-income group as indicated by the identical relationship at the bi-variate level.
In Pakistan political explanation is linked to the cynical usage of sectarian conflict and
non-discordance for short-term political gain by successive governments. In the early
1980s, in Karachi, sectarian discord was used among Sunnis and Shias by the martial
law government as a cathartic measure and as a means of seeding dissent among its
political rivals in a politically-sensitive region (Ahmad, 1998). It is evident from history
that central authority could only be effective when it is strictly delimited and defined.
While unfortunately, Pakistan is like a European segmentary society that existed in the
20th century. Although hovering amid centralization and anarchy, society is exemplified
by a regime type that drains the life from a region, because of its fragility it fails to
establish strong institutions. Additionally, it is a place where tribes are stronger and the
central government is comparatively weak (Kaplan, 2012), and this might be the basic
reason that sectarian violence intensely increased in Pakistan after Dictator General
Zia‟s regime (Afzal et al., 2012).
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Table 4.5.10 Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative
failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration (controlling
income).
Income as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
Administrative failure to
0.013
Low
Social reintegration
curb sectarianism
0.993
Administrative failure to
Medium
Social reintegration
curb sectarianism
0.779
Administrative failure to
High
Social reintegration
curb sectarianism
0.004
4.5.11 Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics and
social reintegration (controlling income).
It is evident from Table 4.5.11, that in the low-income group the relationship
between power politics and social reintegration was non-significant (

0.342).

However, in the medium income group relationship between the aforementioned
variables was highly significant (

0.000). Likewise, a significant (

0.046)

relationship was found between the abovementioned variables at a high level while
taking income as a control variable. The findings disclosed a spurious relationship
between the aforementioned variables in the low-income group. However, a nonspurious for medium and high-income groups were determined by taking into
consideration the reliable probability values at the bi-variate level. Two leading
external actors i.e. Saudi Arabia and Iran had been playing an anchor role for fighting
and financing their sect-based proxies in Pakistan for getting their desired goal
achieved. In Iran, the imposition of Fiqah-i-Jafria by Ayatullah Khomeini encouraged
the revolution to spillover in the bordering countries that led the Arab world,
predominantly Saudi Arabia and Iraq, ended at a provocative relationship with Iran.
This perceived distress engaged Saudi Arabia and Iran in a proxy war for religiopolitical influence to extend to other Muslim states conspicuously focusing on
Afghanistan and Pakistan as the leading independent Muslim countries (Ahmad, 1997).
The obvious reasons for further escalation could be linked with the oppression
unleashed by Saddam Hussain (Iraq) against the Shias. The dethroning of Saddam's
government paves the way for the Shias to enter into the power corridor, which has
been resisted by Sunni by claiming to take back power (Snyder, 2014). The theme of
realism and justice, ought to be extended to all segments of society. Irrespective of
class and caste considerations this derived upon due to local dynamics of war and
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politics (Rieffer-Flanagan, 2009). It could be argued that poverty reduction is closely
associated with the attainment of education, which in return may reduce terrorism.
Terrorism is indeed the outcome of low market opportunities, however ignoring
political dynamics, indecent lifestyle, and frustration would not contribute towards the
reduction of terrorism and poverty (Krueger and Maleckova, 2003).
Table 4.5.11 Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics
and social reintegration (controlling income).
Income as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
2.148
Low
Power politics
Social reintegration
0.342
Medium

Power politics

Social reintegration

High

Power politics

Social reintegration

0.000
0.046

4.5.12 Association between respondent’s attitude towards government failure and
social reintegration (controlling income).
A non-significant (

0.483) relationship was found between government

failure and social reintegration in the low-income group. Similarly, the relationship was
also non-significant (

0.211) between the aforementioned variables in the medium

income group. Likewise, a non-significant (

0.432) relationship was also detected

for the high-income group as well. It has been suggested from the findings in table
4.5.12 that the relationship was non-spurious for low, medium, and high-income groups
respectively. Basit (2015) suggested that socio-economic clashes are vehement,
overlapped and influenced by radicalization in society. The low-income group usually
patronizes in itself the sectarian nature of violence. The middle-income class is being
radicalized through political process i.e. the use of force from any invading force in an
area believing in religious practices like the imposition of the caliphate in the Muslim
world. The sectarian issue is purely a political, social, and religious manifested
phenomenon with strong roots in the country's sovereignty and security. It has resulted
in a huge number of deaths in the last 27 years due to suicide attacks, bomb blasts,
assassination along with other manifested modes of terrorism. Thus the matter at hand
is attributable to socio-religious dynamics with the little impact being displayed on the
income perspectives of the individuals in Pakistani society (Ahmar, 2008). With
considerable motivation, training, funding, and networking numerous sect based groups
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in Pakistan were set for a showdown. In Pakistan since the mid-1980s incidents of
sectarian killings became a common feature, which comprised of religious leaders,
lawyers, doctors, prominent personalities, and even small children as well (Shah, 2003).
Prominent Sunni group i.e. SSP aligned its struggle to antagonize the Shias and to
proclaim them a non-Muslim minority like the Ahmadis. All these events could be
attributed to Gen Zia regime policy by lifting free the Sunni to contain Shiaism in the
Pakistan religio-regional politics (Haqqani, 2006). Asymmetric analysis indicates that
young, the effective rank and file of an insurgent organization is; either coerced in their
families and communities or; motivated by the poor socio-economic conditions to opt
for terrorism sans any extremist ideological appeal (Holmer, 2014).
Table 4.5.12 Association between respondent’s attitude towards government
failure and social reintegration (controlling income).
Income as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
1.454
Low
Government failure
Social reintegration
0.483
Medium

Government failure

Social reintegration

High

Government failure

Social reintegration

0.211
0.432

4.5.13 Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration (controlling income).
Association between respondent‟s attitude towards post-Afghan war scenario
and social reintegration was found significant (

0.007) in the low-income group.

While, at the medium-income group, the relationship was found non-significant
(

0.117) between respondent‟s attitude towards post-Afghan war scenario and social

reintegration. Whereas, a significant

0.008) relationship was found between the

aforementioned variables in the high-income group as well. The results of the low and
high-income groups indicated a non-spurious relationship between respondent‟s
attitudes towards the post-Afghan war scenario and social reintegration, while it was
spurious for medium-level income. After the 9/11 incidence draws the political pundits
to explain terrorism as an outcome of several reasons like poverty, law educator, etc.
However, political variables got much of the imminence to explain such acts by
providing the political solution to the issue of terrorism by explaining it under the shade
of Afghan war specifically after the US attack on Afghanistan in that region. Poverty
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and unemployment were identified as the core areas of instigation and suggested some
political ways, and means to handle this issue by providing safety in jobs, a dynamic
market and pushing the youth to go for education (Kahn and Weiner, 2002; Alesina et
al., 1996; Collier & Hoeffler, 2004; and Shah, 2014). Numerous researchers have
revealed the severity of the internal threats to Pakistan from sectarianism, as it is
dwindling the roots of the society. Subsequently, post-Afghan war, Pakistan was led
towards sectarian clashes, and the society had been fragmented into pieces. Therefore,
Saudi Arabia supported financially Sunni peoples, while Iran aided the Shia community
in Pakistan. These ideological differences gave birth to sectarian strife and made their
proxies in the region, which endangered the security of Pakistan (Afzal et al., 2012).
Table 4.5.13 Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration (controlling income).
Income as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
9.846
Low
Post-Afghan war Scenario Social reintegration
0.007
Medium

Post-Afghan war Scenario

Social reintegration

High

Post-Afghan war Scenario

Social reintegration

0.117
0.008

4.5.14 Association between respondent’s attitude towards foreign involvement in
the area based on sects and social reintegration (controlling income).
A significant (

0.042) relationship was found between the respondent‟s

attitude (lying in the low-income group) towards foreign involvement in the area based
on sects and social reintegration. In the medium-income group, the relationship was
also found significant (

0.004) between the abovementioned variables. Besides, at

the high-income level, the relationship between the said variables was highly
significant (

0.000) respectively. The relationship at all levels of income was found

non-spurious between the aforementioned variables. Syria has been confronting the
exploitation of communal and local identity to endorse their geostrategic agendas, and
the substantial gains by the extremist elements of the opposition namely “IS and AlQaeda” linked groups are alarming to minority sect from the external forces.
Allegiances are crosscutting are based also on political ideology, sub-state identity,
geography, war experience, and economic motivation, which has fizzled out the
national identity (Phillips, 2015). According to the general public, foreign elements
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such as CIA, Indian intelligence, Sunni Wahhabi movement, and Hezbollah, are
invoked as insurgents for different reasons (Mange, 1999). Unsatisfactory security
arrangements and low order situation has deteriorated due to sectarian clashes, which
has not only affected all segments of society but also damaged the business activities.
Karachi as a business hub of Pakistan and a leading port ally has also seen some of the
worst scenes of terrorism, which directly led to a decline in business activities (Shah,
2014; and Waseem, 1997).
Table 4.5.14 Association between respondent’s attitudes towards foreign
involvement in the area based on sects and social reintegration
(controlling income).
Income as a
Dependent
Independent variable
Statistics
control variable
variable
Foreign involvement in the
6.348
Low
Social reintegration
area based on sects
0.042
Foreign involvement in the
Medium
Social reintegration
area based on sects
0.004
Foreign involvement in the
High
Social reintegration
area based on sects
0.000
4.5.15 Association between respondent’s attitude towards racial differentials and
social reintegration (controlling income).
A non-significant (

0.285) relationship was found between the respondent‟s

attitude (within the low-income group) towards racial differentials and social
reintegration. But at the medium income level, the relationship was found significant
0.001) between the aforementioned variables. Likewise, at a high-income level
relationship between the respondent‟s attitude towards racial differentials and social
reintegration was found significant (

0.004) as well. These findings suggested that

relationships worked out between respondent‟s attitudes towards racial differentials and
social reintegration were found non-spurious at medium and high-income level, while
spurious at the low-income level. Terrorism not only shatters the very fabric of a
country but also brings disharmony, devastation, and disintegration in the smooth
sailing of a society like Pakistan (as a developing country). Developed countries,
despite of socio-economic inequalities in different social classes, are able to cope with
the situation based on appropriate and timely socio-economic, political and
administrative interventions which guarantees a strong sense of cohesion and
integration (Sandler and Enders, 2005). It has been suggested in the study that sectarian
violence is just a symptom, not a disease that cannot be cured. Moreover, media,
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political parties, and religious groups have to play a noteworthy role to diminish this
evil from society. While, state, society, and individuals are the three main stakeholders
of a country, and all these stakeholders particularly government should take the
initiative to tackle the problems of poverty and unemployment. Whereas for the
improvement of internal security there is a dire need to take on board civil society in
internal affairs as well, and in return, these civil societies should be ready to play their
positive role in bringing peace and harmony within the state. Additionally, inhabitants
of Pakistan need to think as being Pakistani rather than dividing themselves into
different sects, races, and ethnicities such as Sindhi, Baluch, Punjabi, or Pashtun, then
neither the internal nor external powers could dare to harm the unity of the nation
(Afzal et al., 2012).
Table 4.5.15 Association between respondent’s attitude towards racial
differentials and social reintegration (controlling income).
Income as a control
Independent
Dependent variable
Statistics
variable
variable
2.512
Low
Racial differentials
Social reintegration
0.285
Medium

Racial differentials

Social reintegration

High

Racial differentials

Social reintegration

0.001
0.004

4.5.16 Association between respondent’s attitude towards economic disparity and
social reintegration (controlling income).
A non-significant (

0.185) relationship was found between the respondent‟s

attitude (lying at the low-income level) towards economic disparity and social
reintegration. In the medium income group, however, the relationship was found highly
significant (

0.000) between the aforementioned variables. While in the high-income

group the relationship was found non-significant (

0.178) between economic

disparity and social reintegration. Findings in Table 4.5.16 revealed that the
relationship between the abovementioned variables was non-spurious at the medium
income group and spurious at low and high-income levels respectively. Similarly, due
to sectarian violence, Pakistan‟s soft image has been ruined, which has directly affected
the economy of the country, because foreign investors refrained from investment in a
destabilized state. Such dynamics bred unemployment where even numerous educated
people could not find their desired jobs. Consequently, these well-educated people had
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high chances of being exploited by extremists and by encouraging them to take up arms
against the state. Although, initially sect based conflicts were just confined to religious
leaders, but a new trend has been emerging as an organized killing of peoples through
suicide bombings on mosques and processions have been taking place, and such
sectarian discord has created an alarming situation in the country (Afzal et al., 2012).
Posing a threat of disintegration as indicated by an empirical study which findings
suggested that poverty and unemployment have been the real threats of falling the
youth into the hands of terrorists for getting their desired objectives achieved through
financing them (Fair et al., 2016). Although all aspects have been deteriorated due to
the persistent sectarian clashes in Pakistan however economic aspect is one of the
significant nature as huge revenue is spent to overcome these tendencies and; not
giving a welfare agenda for youth due to minimum budgetary allocations. Diversion of
development funds to the boast law and order situation has already triggered
widespread unemployment due to the non-existence of any economic and development
activities (Hyder et al., 2015).
Table 4.5.16 Association between respondent’s attitude towards economic
disparity and social reintegration (controlling income).
Income as a
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
control variable
3.374
Low
Economic disparity
Social reintegration
0.185
Medium

Economic disparity

Social reintegration

High

Economic disparity

Social reintegration

0.000
0.178

4.5.17 Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious disparities and
social reintegration (controlling sect).
Sect based division of the respondents displayed the relationship between
respondent‟s attitude towards religious disparities and social reintegration was found
significant (

0.007) by taking Sunni sect. While respondents belong to the Shia sect,

had a highly significant association (

0.000) between the aforementioned variables.

Hence, a non-spurious relationship was found in both sects of respondents with regards
to religious disparities and social reintegration. It is evident from the literature that sect
based groups have been associated with a religious discourse, which has been on the
rise due to the bigoted nature of leadership working at this level, which has encouraged
intolerance with the religious segments thus dividing the whole society in a rigid
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stratification on sect based ideology. Whereas, in Pakistan, the dilemma is that religious
fanaticism and extremism have gotten militant implications, and vicious hatred to
members of various sects has not only been preached but also overvalued and glorified.
Thus, such sort of actions has endangered the peace as well as security of the country
(Afzal et al., 2012). Devastatingly, Pakistanis do not identify with highly specialized
Islamist entities like Deobandism or Wahhabism (Ahl-e-Hadith), but most often the
sectarian traditions were associated with Sunni militancy. Whereas a majority of
Pakistanis witnessed an extreme religious intensity as measured by attending of Dars-eQuran which they attend mostly for pietistic rather than social reasons, these factors do
not correlate with sectarian bias or support for jihadism. However, it has been believed
that Sunnis Muslims are superior to Shia Muslims, which is alarming in light of the
lethal levels of anti-Shia violence (Fair et al., 2010a). Rathore (2015) also argued that
militancy from religious institutions (madrassas) didn‟t emerge on its own, but was
rather disseminated by extraneous forces, especially from late 1970 onwards. Since
1979, the Afghan war and Iranian revolution, in Pakistan Sunni seminaries were made
overtly militarized. In the 1990s, religious (institutions) madrassas had a vibrant
connection with Jihadi organizations which played a critical role in waging jihad in
Kashmir and fanning sectarian fires in Pakistan; outside, in Afghanistan, madrassa
students, or Taliban, established a new regime in the mid-1990s (Rana and Ansari,
2004). Similarly, the International Crisis Group (ICG), has also revealed that how these
religious institutions (madrassas) recruited fighters for the Afghan war and aired
sectarianism in Pakistan (International Crisis Group, 2002 and 2005). For instance,
Fair (2008) argued a direct link between madrassas and militancy and feared that these
religious institutions (madrassas) could produce students who are more likely to
backing militancy and extremism than students in mainstream educational institutions.
Moreover, madrassas are often charged for indirectly backing violent means (Abdullah,
2015), by having links with extremists and providing them sanctuaries (Azeem, 2015).
Table 4.5.17 Association between respondent’s attitude towards religious
disparities and social reintegration (controlling sect).
Sect as a control
Independent variable Dependent variable
Statistics
variable
21.164
Sunni
Religious disparities
Social reintegration
0.007
Shia

Religious disparities
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Social reintegration

0.000

4.5.18 Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative failure
to curb sectarianism and social reintegration (controlling Sect).
The relationship between the respondents‟ attitude towards administrative
failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration was found non-significant
(

0.225) in the Sunni group of respondents residing in the study area. Likewise, a

non-significant (

0.281) relationship was also detected between the aforementioned

variables, while taking sect as a control variable. Results at both levels i.e. Sunni and
Shia were found non-spurious respectively. The erstwhile former FATA, now known as
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had a history of Shia-Sunni periodic conflicts for a long.
However, in 1980, s soon after the onset of the Iranian revolution in Iran and invasion
of Afghanistan by the USSR triggered the external agent to establish their stakes with
the sole purpose of furthering their untold agenda, thus fueled the division of the study
area on sect based composition (Rafiq, 2014a). Pakistan as a state did not respond
timely in checking the activities of these organizations through administrative means.
These proscribed organizations strived and succeeded in recruiting youngsters from the
area to establish the state within the state. Pakistan as a state failed to deliver in
cohesive terms for the integration of administrative structure with cultural and social
endorsements (Fazli, 2012).
Table 4.5.18 Association between respondent’s attitude towards administrative
failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration (controlling
sect).
Sect as a control
Dependent
Independent variable
Statistics
variable
variable
Administrative failure to curb
5.668
Sunni
Social reintegration
sectarianism
0.225
Administrative failure to curb
Shia
Social reintegration
sectarianism
0.281
4.5.19 Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics and
social reintegration (controlling sect).
A significant association (

0.016) was found between the respondents‟

attitude towards power politics and social reintegration in the Sunni sect of
respondents. Also, respondents belonging to the Shia sect was significantly associated
(

0.001) with each other. The study suggested a non-spurious relationship at both

levels of respondents belonging to the Shia and Sunni sect while taking sect as a control
variable. The modus operandi adopted by Iran and Saudi Arabia in exploiting the power

163

dynamics and social structure fabrics could be one of the coining factors in the
escalation of social disintegration in terms of power politics with an explicit failure of
the incumbent state to encounter such initiatives. Provision of cash and kind by the
aforementioned powers to the warring factors i.e. Shia and Sunni dragged them into an
un-ended war, which has so far taken millions of lives had so far a bleaching hope of
reintegration to the social structure. Thus local politics of violence is the ultimate
reason for escalating war at a national level as has been witnessed in the case of
Pakistan. Pakistan a state striving hard to curb the rise of such tendencies within its
social fabric while on the other hand Iran and Saudi Arabia succeeded in waging their
war outside their territorial limits (Robinson et al., 2018; and Goldfarb, 2013).
Table 4.5.19 Association between respondent’s attitude towards power politics
and social reintegration (controlling sect).
Sect as a control
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
variable
Sunni

Power politics

Social reintegration

Shia

Power politics

Social reintegration

0.016
0.001

4.5.20 Association between respondent’s attitude towards government failure and
social reintegration (controlling sect).
Table 4.5.20 displayed an association as non-significant (

0.084) between

government failure and social reintegration. Furthermore, a non-significant (

0.322)

association was also detected between the aforementioned variables in the Shia sect.
Moreover, at both levels, the relationship was found non-spurious in both the
aforementioned variables, which was suggested from the study. Although poor
governance and catastrophic intervention exaggerated sectarianism in Iraq which could
be altered through improved governance and less meddlesome exterior support as a
recipe for eventual stability and harmony. It is to maintain that Iraq and other adjacent
areas have been passing through sectarian turmoil these days (Robinson et al., 2018).
Most of the government are not favoring to curb sectarianism, the groups involved in it,
which is a halfhearted approach as believing in dialogue by providing security cover to
these warring factions. The situation in former FATA was not an exception to this
modus operandi being adopted by various states. The erstwhile FATA faced the writ of
the state challenged by these disband organizations. They erected their style of
governance, which later on spread to the whole of Pakistan. At last, it was curbed
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through military might form the government by involving more than 150,000 personnel
(Samad, 2001; and Humayun, 2011).
Table 4.5.20 Association between respondent’s attitude towards government
failure and social reintegration (controlling sect).
Sect as a control
Independent
Dependent
Statistics
variable
variable
variable
8.224
Sunni
Government failure
Social reintegration
0.084
Shia

Government failure

Social reintegration

0.322

4.5.21 Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration (controlling sect).
The post-Afghan war scenario and social reintegration were significantly
associated (

0.032) with one another (respondents laying in Sunni sect). While in the

Shia sect, the aforementioned variables were found non-significant (

0.109) with

each other. It was suggested from the study that, the relationship among the
abovementioned variables was non-spurious in the Sunni sect, while spurious in the
Shia sect. These findings could be attributed to the conclusions of Sulaiman and
Bukhari (2009) that the incidence of 9/11 boasted the rise of jihadi orientations
amongst the fighters, fighting against the US in Afghanistan. Moreover, it could also
have led to the rigid bifurcation of society based on sect, where minority i.e. Shia was
the worst hit. The obvious associated reasons to be counted were the basis being
provided by the post-1979 Afghan war against Russia. Regional as well as external
forces escalated these means of asserting pressure to get establish their own identities
for achieving their targeted goals. The situation has been under the constant influence
of different events that worked as catalysts in fueling insurgency in the FATA and
Waziristan respectively (Fair, 2011; and 2014; Hou, 2009; and Robinson et al., 2018).
Table 4.5.21 Association between respondent’s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration (controlling sect).
Sect as a control
Dependent
Independent variable
Statistics
variable
variable
Post-Afghan war
10.553
Sunni
Social reintegration
scenario
0.032
Post-Afghan war
Shia
Social reintegration
scenario
0.109
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4.5.22 Association between respondent’s attitude towards foreign involvement in
the area based on sects and social reintegration (controlling sect).
A high significant (

0.000) association was found between the respondent‟s

attitude towards foreign involvement in the area based on sects and social reintegration
concerning Sunni. But, respondents belonging to the Shia sect, had a non-significantly
(

0.433) association between the aforementioned variables. Moreover, the results

showed a non-spurious relationship between aforesaid variables for the Sunni sect,
while spurious in Shia sect respectively. Given the current conflicts in the region, it is
worth noting that the majority of foreign fighters animated by religious goals have
tended to be Sunni, though numerous numbers of Shias were also engaged in Syria and
Iraq against their opponents. However, this is mainly the result of a strategy employed
by numerous Sunni leaders to highlight sect based divisions to counter what they see as
Iran‟s efforts to establish Shia hegemony in the Middle East. While thousands of Sunni
Arabs from the Persian Gulf have moved to fight in Syria, while most of the Shias in
those countries mainly remain focused on attaining rights at home rather than fighting
jihad abroad (Wehrey, 2014; and Washington Post, 2014). Since the fall of the Russian
invasion and subsequent attack of the US on Afghanistan, Pakistan faced serious
external threats to its security due to the rising trends of terrorism based on sectarian
fissures. Most of them either Sunni or Shia, but had their command and control in the
hands of external players i.e. Iran, India, and Afghanistan, which posed severe security
threats to the very integrity and harmony of Pakistan (Rafique and Anwar, 2014).
Table 4.5.22 Association between respondent’s attitudes towards foreign
involvement in the area based on sects and social reintegration
(controlling sect).
Sect as a control
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
variable
Foreign involvement in
52.513
Sunni
Social reintegration
the area based on sects
0.000
Foreign involvement in
Shia
Social reintegration
the area based on sects
0.433
4.5.23 Association between respondent’s attitude towards racial differentials and
social reintegration (controlling sect).
A highly significant (

0.000) association was detected between respondent‟s

attitude towards racial differentials and social reintegration in the Sunni group of
respondents, while in the Shia group relationship between the said variables was found
non-significant (

0.643). The results also indicated a non-spuriousness relationship
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for the Sunni sect, while spurious relationship in Shia sect respectively. National
security was put at stake by diving the society based on sects. Such dynamics threaten
the politics of co-existence with the emergence of the sect based political and social
structure based on self-identities, which generated inter-communal rivalries by
shattering the existing order in the case of Pakistan. It is wise to mention that Iraq and
Afghanistan along with Syria have been passing through this model of disintegration as
well. While in the District Kurram (former Agency), sectarian strains had been buildup
as an outcome of the influx of militants from North Waziristan, who had been using the
area as a substitute entry point into Afghanistan as a resultant factor of a peace deal
with Islamabad, despite being rejected by the locals of the area (Ali, 2007; and
Alaaldin, 2018).
Table 4.5.23 Association between respondent’s attitude towards racial
differentials and social reintegration (controlling sect).
Sect as a control
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
variable
28.448
Sunni
Racial differentials
Social reintegration
0.000
Shia

Racial differentials

Social reintegration

0.643

4.5.24 Association between respondent’s attitude towards economic disparity and
social reintegration (controlling sect).
An association between respondent‟s attitudes towards economic disparity and
social reintegration was found significant (

0.012) in the Sunni sect. Similarly, in the

Shia sect association between the abovementioned variables was also found significant
(

0.005), which is evident from Table 4.5.24. The results at both levels were found

non-spurious as well. Consequently, sectarianism which is incredibly hard to defeat
(Kumar, 2013), has been dwindling the economy of Pakistan. The country was forced
to deal with these developments with iron hands at these have generated economic
disruption, erratic energy supply and destroying the already existing poor infrastructure,
which in return had brought poverty misery in the lives of locals. These forced acts on
part of the government of Pakistan might have eliminated some of the obvious
leadership from the pack as well (Perlez and Shah, 2008; and Kfir, 2014).
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Table 4.5.24 Association between respondents’ attitude towards economic
disparity and social reintegration (controlling sect).
Sect as a control
Independent variable
Dependent variable
Statistics
variable
12.802
Sunni
Economic disparity
Social reintegration
0.012
Shia

Economic disparity

Social reintegration

4.6

Factor analysis

4.6.1

Construct identification and validation

0.005

To check the validity and stability of the construct, Exploratory Factor Analysis
(EFA) was brought and was performed on the reflective variables in the data to make
the construct of the observed item. EFA, principal component analysis (PCA) was
performed with a Promax (oblique) rotation method in the extraction to make
constructs. While the standard was used for the construction of factors based on
Eigenvalues greater than one instead of fixed value extraction, as at first the nature of
the data was checked based on Eigenvalue method thinking in mind that fixed factors
criteria were selected if the analysis makes more than the required factors. Iteration
limit of 25 was allowed, and small coefficients having an absolute value less than 0.3
were used to avoid the low factor loading. And were found a Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin
(KMO) Measure of Sampling Adequacy 0.724 were above the recommended threshold
value of .7 which is good and significant (p<0.000) Bartlett‟s test of Sphericity and
good scree test (Cattell, 1966) as shown in Table 4.6.1. No value less than 0.3 was
found in the communalities in the PCA. Suitability of the construct and factor analysis
are gauged through Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) Measure of Sampling Adequacy,
Bartlett‟s Test of Sphericity, error variance explained, and factor loading greater than
0.40. The measuring criteria were indicated that the variable was uncorrelated and was
suitable for factor analysis (George, 2011; George & Mallery, 2006; Hair et al., 2006
and Kim & Walker, 2012).
Table 4.6.1

KMO and Bartlett's Test

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy.
Bartlett's Test of Sphericity
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.724

Approx. Chi-Square

17036.992

Df.
Sig.

5151
.000

Table 4.6.2 Showing communalities and reliability
Components
R1
R2
R3
R4
R5
R6
R7
R8
R9
R10
R11
R12
A1
A2
A3
A4
A5
A6
A7
A8
A9
A10
A11
Eco1
Eco2
Eco3
Eco4
Eco5
Eco6
Eco7
Eco8
Eco9
Eco10
Eco11
Eco12
F1
F2
F3
F4
F5
F6
F7
F8
F9
F10
F11
F12
G1
G2
G3
G4
G5
G6
G7
G8
G9
G10

1
.886
.535
.550
.571
.579
.632
.585
.982
.985
.644
.668
.682

2

3

Factor
4

5

.504
.630
.680
.604
.656
.636
.629
.528
.582
.606
.626
.556
.671
.662
.577
.617
.519
.537
.615
.608
.658
.861
.833
.700
.702
.772
.761
.739
.647
.557
.582
.542
.563
.821
.812
.580
.464
.555
.553
.544
.599
.644
.599
.680
.704
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6

7

8

9

Table 4.6.2
Post1
post2
post3
post4
post5
post6
post7
post8
post9
post10
P1
P2
P3
P4
P5
P6
P7
P8
P9
P10
P11
P12
P13
Racial1
Racial2
Racial3
Racial4
Racial5
Racial6
Racial7
Racial8
Racial9
Racial10
social1
social2
social3
social4
Socia5
social6
social7
social8
social9
social10
social11
social12
CronBach
Alpha

Continued…………
.568
.699
.620
.688
.636
.625
.665
.721
.634
.694
.599
.661
.598
.569
.658
.654
.652
.564
.649
.663
.606
.595
.649
.676
.644
.595
.633
.672
.617
.626
.736
.855
.851
.521
.639
.617
.609
.675
.539
.645
.597
.583
.682
.642
.566
.698

.679

0.805

0.735

0.711

Extraction Method: Maximum Likelihood.
Rotation Method: Promax with Kaiser Normalization.
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0.765

0.776

0.798

0.727

The above description shows that most of the assumptions for factor analysis
was according to the recommendation of the earlier literature which exhibits the
validity of the data. However, some of the cases were ambiguous. It could be attributed
to inapt responses regarding the situation and the prevalence of different opinions and
the belief system in both Shia and Sunnis sects in the area. The divergence of belief
based opinion among these sects was the source of difference in opinion on questions
put on them. Thus the diverging responses to these questions were obtained. The
diverging responses, thus caused factor dispersion and didn‟t make the required factors
in the exploratory factor analysis. As the required assumption was not fulfilling
therefore we can‟t run confirmatory factor analysis.
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V. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1

Summary
In the light of the above results and discussions, the major findings are as

discussed below:
Demographic profile
From the basic information it is clear that the majority of the respondents i.e.
(40.5%) were from the age group of 31-40 years, while the majority i.e. (25.5%) of
them had ten years of education and education level of 22.5% respondents was 16 years
and above respectively. Additionally, more than half of respondents i.e. (51.0%) were
local government electable, and 24.5% of the sampled respondents were religious
scholars in the study area. The result further disclosed that the majority of the
respondents i.e. (90.8%) were married, household head of (56.2%) respondents were
father, and the majority of them i.e. (72.5%) were living in the joint family system.
Furthermore, the monthly income of (40.5%) of respondents was in the range of PKR
(30000 to 45000), and the majority of the sampled respondents i.e. (54.6%) belonged to
the Sunni sect while (45.4%) of them were Shias in the study area.
5.1.1

Uni-variate analysis

i.

Religious disparities
At the uni-variate level, majority of the respondents i.e. (87.9%) stated that

Islam as a religion promotes peace and tranquility among its followers (83.7%) of them
opined that religion binds by bringing cohesion amongst various sects, and (73.5%) of
the sample size stated that division of religion on the bases of sects promotes
disharmony and fissure amongst the locals. Furthermore, the majority (63.7%)
respondents urged that religious leaders‟ apathy to address their fissures had led to
sectarian clashes, but on the contrary more than half (53.3%) of the respondents denied
that religious schools, i.e. madrassas have been promoting the division on the bases of
sects. However, the majority (81.0%) of the respondents opined that religious tenants of
peace and tranquility are overshadowed due to sticker prevalence of sect based
ideology, and (46.1%) of the respondents divulged that lack of coordination between
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clerics of different sects had another anchor role in the disintegration of prevailing
social system. It was further disclosed by (77.8%) respondents that the virtue of Islam
based on brotherhood is replaced with hatred, dislike and enmity on sect based
ideology. Furthermore, it was alluded by the majority of respondents (78.1%) that
people recognize themselves on sect identity rather than sticking to the greater whole
(Islam), and a majority of them (63.1%) stated that a great disdain exists by one sect for
the other. Similarly, about two-thirds (65.0%) of the sample size stated that sects
usually acknowledge their school as an independent cult, and the majority of them
(60.5%) also concluded that every sect has its armed followers as a strength and cogent
identity.
ii.

Administrative failure to curb sectarianism
Moreover, the majority (62.1%) of the respondents stated that due to fragile

state control has weakened the administrative dynamics of the study area, but (51.0%)
of them opined that being part of a rigid tribal culture, had little trust in resolving
problems through state legal discourse. Moreover, about half (48.4%) of the sample
size stated that the informal administrative system of controlling the social system is
perjury to the legal system of the country, while the contrary majority (52.3%) of the
respondents refuted that poor law and order are the resultant factor of ineffective
policing in the area. It was also raked up from the results that the majority of
respondents (69.6%) opined that through community-based policing, the administrative
gape should be captured. However, more than half (55.9%) of the respondents denied
that local clashes were supported under the guise of administrative cover to strengthen
each sect's positions, and the majority (61.1%) of them stated that lack of strong
administrative authority led to the division of local administration on sect based
division. It was further disclosed by about half of the respondents 150(49.0%) that Jirga
an institution of resolving issues had lost its vitality due to the division of society on
sect bases. Likewise, more than half i.e. (56.2%) of the respondents stated that
traditional local leadership portal to address issues had also weakened the fragile
administrative control. However, (46.4%) of the respondents refuted that drifting from
legal to traditional and otherwise led to the emergence of administrative lacuna in the
social system. Therefore, the majority i.e. (43.8%) of the respondents divulged that
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frequent and unwanted interference in the administrative dynamics by different state
agencies faced the system with no point of fixation.
iii.

Power politics
Consequently, the results revealed that the majority (72.9%) of the respondents

negated that political powers determined the voting behavior in the study area, and
(61.8%) of them also refuted that political power and sectarian role go parallel in terms
of meeting goals. Likewise, the majority of the respondents i.e. (55.6%) denied that
sectarian aims are mostly achieved through the anchor role of political leadership, and
more than half (54.6%) of respondents repudiated that local politics is under the
influence of non-local powers. Additionally, more than half of the respondents (51.0%)
disclaimed that political organizations do support sectarian agenda in their relative
manifesto, and the majority i.e. (52.3%) of them rejected that political organizations
patronage the militant groups within under its umbrella. Moreover, the majority
(45.1%) of the respondents negated that power struggle swung between political rivals
based on sect affiliation. Besides, the majority of the respondents (57.5%) stated that
non-local forces do support the local sects for the furtherance of their sect‟s agenda,
and many of them (43.1%) opined that both Shia and Sunni receive cost and support
from non-local forces to sustain their set goals. Likewise, the majority of the
respondents (59.2%) stated that local dynamics have entered into fragile and vulnerable
composition due to foreign involvement, also about two-thirds (65%) of the
respondents disclosed that local political leadership has been marginalized and replaced
by international players of the game. Also, more than two-third 223(72.9%) of the
sample size stated that local political parties failed to extend and cover the political gap
once created by sect based division, while the majority of them (75.2%) also claimed
that sect based politics promoted sectarian division of the society in the study area.
iv.

Government failure
Furthermore, the results disclosed that the majority of respondents (71.9%)

stated that lack of apathy on part of government control to negotiate, has led to the
deterioration of law and order, while the majority of respondents (73.2%) also revealed
that placid role of the educational institution provides education ended at ineptitude role
of mainstreaming. Likewise, the majority of respondents (66.0%) opined that
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dysfunctional institutional role in terms of cohesive bonds resulted in sectarian division,
and the majority (66.0%) of them disclosed that legislators (MPA, s & MNA, s) also
failed to bring integration to the social, political and administrative paradigm of the
study area. Moreover, about half of respondents (48.0%) alluded that lack of foresight
on part of both formal and informal leaders deteriorated and shattered the established
fabrics of the social system. Contrary, about one-third of respondents (37.6%) refuted
that the emergence of nationalist feelings crept into politics due to the pathetic role of
political leadership. Moreover, almost half of respondents (51.6%) argued that nationalbased politics was marginalized and replaced by sect-based ideology due to the inactive
role of government. Likewise, the majority of respondents (72.2%) alluded that
disintegration in social and political terms weakens the national spirit of oneness.
Furthermore, the majority of the respondents (74.5%) disclosed that state administrative
control has been dependent on seeking support for the local sect‟s elites, while also
two-third (63.4%) of them disclosed that the ineffective role of politics and
administration is the missing links towards social cohesion in the study area.
v.

Post-Afghan war scenario
Almost all of the respondents (85.3%) revealed that the Russian invasion of

Afghanistan in 1979, led to the initiation of proxy war in the region, and more than half
(56.5%) of them alluded that major world powers focused on getting hegemony by
establishing their vested interests. Moreover, more than half of respondents (56.9%)
stated that Pakistan could not remain alien to these development being a border state,
while the majority (72.2%) of them concluded that the Afghan war soon took the shape
of a religious-based conflict. Also, the majority of respondents (73.5%) revealed that
the US exploited the afghans in the premise of holy war, thus majority (75.8%) of them
pointed towards the division based on sects was further augmented through the
uncontrolled provision of weapons left behind the Afghan war. Similarly, about twothird i.e. (63.7%) of respondents opined that Saudi intervention to encounter the Iranian
ideology of revolution at doorstep further worsened the situation, while more than half
(53.3%) of them unveiled that Iran did use its influence to support Shia with cash and
kind. Additionally, the majority of respondents (77.8%) stated that the Pakistan
government's apathy to address the aggravated situation further deepened the sectarian
division, the majority (79.7%) also argued that frequent Afghan wars, border moment
was another fueling factor of the sectarian division.
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vi.

Foreign involvement in the area based on sects
The results revealed that more than half of respondents (53.3%) conceded to the

foreign involvement as a vivid factor in supporting each sect, and the majority (59.2%)
of them also urged that Sunni‟s are mostly financed and supported by Sunni states
while half (52.3%) of them disclosed that Shia‟s had the military and financial support
from Iran. Furthermore, more than half of respondents (64.7%) stated that sectarianism
is the result of external funding of foreign agents, as well as majority (57.8%) of them,
disclosed that sectarianism is the resultant factor of foreign funding to each sect.
Likewise, the majority of respondents (55.2%) opined that ideology based organization
took place with a stanch existence of weaponry, while more than half (52.0%) of
respondents alluded that internal powers do invest in the area to further their design.
Besides, the majority of respondents (65.4%) disclosed that anti-Pakistan states have
high orientations to sustain militant existence to damage Pakistan as a state, while more
than one-third of respondents (40.2%) urged that locals have the information of foreign
agents as anti-Pakistan. Furthermore, more than one-third (37.3%) of the sample size
denied that different NGO, s also played a negative role in escalating the war feelings
in the area. Also, it has been disclosed by more than half of respondents (50.7%) that
Indian presence in Afghanistan had always been a factor of destabilizing Pakistan
social order, and the majority (57.8%) of them urged that destabilization in different
parts of Pakistan is the direct outcome of Indian presence in Afghanistan.
vii.

Racial differentials
Therefore, the majority (82.0%) of respondents disclosed that different ethnic

groups were living in a congenial environment before the Afghan war, and half (51.0%)
of them stated that ethnic division was supported to provide a breathing space to
sectarian ideology. Furthermore, more than half (34.0%) of respondents opined that
sects were motivated through financial and kind support to establish their own identity,
while more than half of respondents (52.6%) alluded that ethnic violence was
encouraged sans pathetic role of Pakistan as a state. Similarly, the majority (71.2%) of
respondents disclosed that social disintegration was encouraged by pushing different
sects into a war-like situation, while more than half (57.5%) of respondents divulged
that politics were diverted and reinvigorated on the sect based composition. Moreover,
the majority (62.4%) of respondents declared that state institution could not perform
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their role to mainstreaming the local population, and the majority (64.7%) of them
stated that blood relationships earlier existed amongst different sects, were disowned by
the relative families. Similarly, majority (59.2%) of respondents revealed that locals
were over-numbered by the adjacent tribes to establish their stake in the area, likewise,
majority (58.2%) of them also affirmed that racial volatility in either part of the region
affected the nook and corner of the area.
viii.

Economic disparity
It has been refuted by the majority (46.1%) of respondents that persistent abject

poverty attracted the locals to sect-based division, likewise, the majority (49.7%) of
them also denied that war in area got a shape of business. Moreover, more than half
(55.2%) of respondents alluded that warlords pay to every fighter and return was
ensured through the achievement of the leaders targeted objective. Alike majority
(63.1%) of them also argued that lack of any industrial chain to provide job opportunity
was another factor of escalating militancy. Contrary, more than half (56.5%) of the
sample size negated that local markets have a lucrative business of weaponry. It was
further disclosed by majority (75.8%) of respondents stated that abundance of weapon
and sectarian push to its followers was the main cause of fighting on sect bases, while
the majority (60.8%) of them also urged that local leaders were involved in this
phenomena by owning it as a business. Similarly, the majority (83.3%) of respondents
concluded that most of the business activities uprooted due to persistent clashes based
on sect, and thus agriculture as a profession was badly damaged due to the absence of
manpower who fled the area due to sectarian war alluded by more than half (56.5%) of
respondents. Resultantly, the majority (78.1%) of sample respondents disclosed that
local investors shifted their investment to other parts of the country due to uncertainty,
as well as majority (68.0%) of them also revealed that gap created from the evacuation
of a business class led to the emergence of poverty, which coupled with illiteracy which
worked as anchor role in fueling the sectarian clashes, revealed by majority (65.0%) of
respondents respectively.
ix.

Social reintegration
Furthermore, almost all of the respondents (96.4%) disclosed that love and

respect based on mutual trust could mitigate the distress of social division in the
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research area, alike all (94.8%) of them also referred that the non-existence of intrafaith harmony is a factor of escalating sect-based disharmony in the area. Moreover, the
majority of respondents (82.4%) declared that consistent intra-sect dialogue could be a
harbinger to peace and tranquility in the subject area, as well as the majority of the
sampled size (79.4%) divulged that school syllabus needs to be encouraged to
incorporate the wisdom of harmony, peace, and brotherhood. Besides, more than twothirds of respondents (70.9%) indicated that local‟s institution's revival by taking
enrichment from each sect positive virtues may further strengthen the prevalent social
order, and the same proportion (70.6%) of them also professed that sects based
participation in each other social and religious events are the key to social integration in
the study area. Correspondingly, more than half of respondents (51.6%) denied that
religious institutions like mosques are being used as tools of disintegration creating
tirades amongst the followers of each sect. Respectively, the majority of respondents
(76.1%) vowed that social disintegration is an outcome of apathy on part of local
leaders for bringing wider coherence, while the majority of the sampled population
(88.9%) also admitted that a state-sponsored package of social and religious redressal
of local issues may augment the social reintegration. However, about three fourth of
respondents (74.2%) affirmed that evolutionary gaps of addressing the social issue
instead of military-based approach is a stable and sustainable approach, as similar less
than two-third of respondents (61.8%) declared that a placid approach to reinvigorate
the traditional mechanism of dispute resolution is another cause of social disintegration.
Consistently, almost all of the respondents (94.4%) acknowledged that going back to
harmony through revisiting the institutional revival is an assurance of peace in the
study area.
5.1.2

Bi-variate analysis

i.

Religious disparities
At the bi-variate level results revealed that Islam as a religion promote peace

and tranquility amongst its followers, and religion binds by bringing cohesion amongst
various sects were highly significant associated (

0.000) with social reintegration.

Similarly, the association between the division of religion on the bases of sects
promotes disharmony and fissure amongst the locals, and religious leader‟s apathy to
address their fissures had led to sectarian clashes were determined highly significant
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(

0.000) with social reintegration. Likewise, religious schools, i.e. madrassas have

been promoting the division based on sects, and Islamic tenants of peace and tranquility
are overshadowed due to sticker prevalence of sect-based ideology were found highly
significant (

0.000) with social reintegration as well. Moreover, the virtue of Islam

based on brotherhood is replaced with hatred, dislike, and enmity on sect based
ideology, people recognize themselves on sect identity rather than sticking to the
greater whole (Islam) were also found highly significant (

0.000) with social

reintegration. A great disdain exists by one sect for the other, sects usually
acknowledge their school as an independent cult, and every sect has its armed followers
as a strength and cogent identity were all discovered highly significant associated
(
ii.

0.000) with social reintegration.
Administrative failure to curb sectarianism
Consequently, a highly significant (

0.000) association was found between

social reintegration and fragile state control has weakened the administrative dynamics
of the study area, Jirga an institution of resolving issues lost its vitality due to division
of society on sect bases. Moreover, frequent and unwanted interference in the
administrative dynamics by different state agencies faced the system with no point of
fixation was also found highly significant (
addition, a significant

0.000) and social reintegration. In

0.032) association was determined between being part of a

rigid tribal culture, had little trust in resolving problems through state legal discourse
and social reintegration. Similarly, poor law and order is the resultant factor of
ineffective policing in the area and social reintegration was also found significant
(

0.005) associated with each other. Additionally, local clashes were supported

under the guise of administrative cover to strengthen each sect's positions was
significantly

0.001) associated with social reintegration. Likewise, the lack of

strong administrative authority led to the division of local administration on sect based
division and social reintegration was significant

0.024) in association with social

reintegration. Correspondingly, it has been evident that drifting from legal to traditional
and otherwise led to the emergence of administrative lacuna in the social system was
found significant (

0.012) with social reintegration.
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iii.

Power politics
Correspondingly, it has been derived that local politics is under the influence of

non-local powers, and non-local forces (countries) that do support the local sects for the
furtherance of their sect agenda were found highly significant associated

0.000)

with social reintegration. Furthermore, the relationship between Shias and Sunnis
receive cash and kind support from non-local forces to sustain their set goals, and local
dynamics have entered into fragile and vulnerable composition due to foreign
involvement were both found highly significant

0.000) with social reintegration.

Additionally, political power and sectarian role go parallel in terms of meeting goals,
power struggle swung between political rivals based on sect affiliation system, and
sect-based politics promoted sectarian division of the society were determined highly
significant

0.000) associated with social reintegration. Similarly, sectarian aims

are mostly achieved through the anchor role of political leadership was significantly
0.008) associated with social reintegration and political organizations do support
sectarian agenda in their relative manifesto was also significantly associated
0.009) with social reintegration. Moreover, local political organizations failed to
extend and cover the political gap once created by sect based division and social
reintegration was divulged as significant (
iv.

0.002).

Government failure
It has been divulged that lack of apathy on part of the government to negotiate

has led to the deterioration of law and order, and placid role of the educational
institution provides education ended at ineptitude role of mainstreaming were
determined highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. Additionally,

dysfunctional institutional role in terms of cohesive bonds resulted in sectarian division,
national-based politics were marginalized and replaced by sect based ideology due to
the inactive role of government, and social reintegration was observed highly
significant (

0.000) associated with social reintegration. Moreover, fragmentation in

social and political positions weaken the national essence of cohesion and the futile role
of politics and administration is the missing links towards social harmony in the area
were both acknowledged highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration as

well. Similarly, legislators failed to bring integration to the social, political, and
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administrative paradigm of the area and were found significantly (

0.033) associated

with social reintegration. Moreover, the relationship between lack of foresight on part
of both formal and informal leaders deteriorated and shattered the established fabrics of
the study area and social reintegration was found significant (
v.

0.043) respectively.

Post-Afghan war scenario
A highly significant (

0.000) relationship was found amongst Russian

invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, which led to the initiation of proxy war in the region,
major world powers focused on getting hegemony by establishing their vested interests
and social reintegration. Moreover, Saudi intervention to contain the Iranian ideology
of revolution at the doorstep further augmented the situation, and Iran did use its
influence to support Shia with cash and kind were determined highly significant
(

0.000) with social reintegration. Similarly, the Pakistan government apathy to

address the aggravated situation further deepened the sectarian division, and frequent
wars and afghans boarder moment was another fueling factor to the sectarian division
to both sects and social reintegration were also determined as highly significant
(

0.000) respectively.

In addition, Pakistan could not remain alien to these

development being a border state was found significantly associated (

0.040) with

social reintegration. Consistently, the Afghan war soon took the shape of a religiousbased conflict that was significantly associated (

0.004) with social reintegration,

and the United States also exploited the afghans in the pretext of holy war, which was
determined significant (
vi.

0.008) associated with social reintegration.

Foreign involvement in the area based on sects
It has been indicated that foreign involvement was vivid in supporting each sect,

and Sunnis are mostly financed and supported by Sunni states and Shias had the
military and financial support from Iran were determined highly significant (

0.000)

with social reintegration. Similarly, sectarianism is the result of external funding of
foreign agents that had a highly significant (

0.000) relationship with social

reintegration. Correspondingly, it has also been affirmed a highly significant
(

0.000) association amongst sectarianism is the resultant factor of foreign funding

to each sect and social reintegration. Congruently, anti-Pakistan states have high
orientations to sustain militant existence to damage Pakistan as a state was highly
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significantly associated (

0.000) with social reintegration. Furthermore, Indian

presence in Afghanistan had always been a factor of destabilizing Pakistan's social
order, and destabilization in different parts of Pakistan is the direct outcome of Indian
presence in Afghanistan were confirmed as highly significant associated (
with social reintegration. Though, a significant

0.000)

0.033) relationship was determined

between ideology based organization took place with a stanch existence of weaponry
and social reintegration. Although, internal powers do invest in the area to farther their
design was found significant

0.028) with social reintegration, and locals have the

information of foreign agents as anti-Pakistan and social reintegration was also
significant
vii.

0.015) association with one another.

Racial differentials
Although, it has been observed that different ethnic groups were living in a

congenial environment before Afghan and politics were diverted and reinvigorated on
the sect based composition were highly significant associated (

0.000) with social

reintegration. Similarly, the association amongst blood relationship earlier existed
amongst different sects was disowned by the relative families, and locals were overnumbered by the adjacent tribes to establish their stake in the area were referred to as
highly significant (

0.000) with social reintegration. Moreover, racial volatility in

either part of the region affected nook and corner of the area was also found highly
significant (
(

0.000) with social reintegration. Additionally, a significant relation

0.027) existed between ethnic division was supported to provide a breathing space

to sectarian ideology and social reintegration, and sects were motivated through
financial and kind support to establish their own identity was also affirmed as
significant associated (

0.003) with social reintegration. Moreover, ethnic violence

was encouraged sans pathetic role of Pakistan as a state, was determined significant
(

0.001) with social reintegration, and also a significant association (

0.006) was

determined between social disintegration was encouraged by pushing different sects
into a war-like situation and social reintegration. Likewise, the study further depicted
that state institutions could not perform their role to mainstreaming the local population
and social reintegration was significant (

0.008) with social reintegration.
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viii.

Economic disparity
Congruently, it was dismantled that there existed a highly significant

relationship (

0.000) amongst most of the business activities uprooted due to

persistent clashes based on sect, and local investors shifted their investment to other
parts of the country due to uncertainty with social reintegration. Correspondingly,
relationships amongst the gap created from the evacuation of the business class led to
the emergence of poverty, and poverty coupled with illiteracy worked as an anchor role
in fueling the sectarian clashes were determined highly significant (

0.000) with

social reintegration. Although, results further emanated that persistent abject poverty
attracted the locals to sect-based division and social reintegration had significant
(

0.043) association, and war in area got a shape of business was significantly

associated (

0.045) with social reintegration. Similarly, warlords pay to every fighter

and return was ensured through the achievement of the leaders targeted objective was
found significant (

0.027) with social reintegration, while lack of any industrial

chain to provide job opportunity was another factor of escalating militancy and social
reintegration was also determined significant (
association was also found significant (

0.032) as well. Similarly, the

0.001) between local markets having a

lucrative business of weaponry and social reintegration, as well as the abundance of
weapon and sectarian push to its followers, was the main cause of fighting on sect bases
was determined significant (

0.015) with social reintegration. Moreover, agriculture,

as a profession was badly damaged because of absence of manpower who fled the area
due to war, was found significant (
5.1.3

0.048) with social reintegration.

Bi and Multi-Variate Analysis based on indexation of dependent and
independent variables
At the bi-variate level, independent variables were indexed with the dependent

variable (social reintegration) to examine their relationship. Congruently, religious
disparities, foreign involvement in the area based on sects, racial differentials, and
economic disparity were found highly significant (

0.000) associated with social

reintegration. However, a significant relationship (

0.002) existed between

respondent‟s attitudes towards power politics and social reintegration. While a
significant association (

0.003) was also found between the respondent‟s attitude

towards the post-Afghan war scenario and social reintegration. Contrary, the
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association between respondent‟s attitude towards administrative failure to curb
sectarianism and social reintegration was depicted as non-significant (

0.054). and

the relationship between the respondent‟s attitude towards government failure and
social reintegration was also described as non-significant (

0.098) respectively.

5.1.4

Multi-variate Analysis

i.

Association between respondent’s attitude towards dependent and
independent variables, by controlling literacy
At the multi-variate level relationship between religious disparities of both

illiterate and literate respondents and their attitude towards social reintegration was
found significant and non-spurious, for both the categories when education was used as
a control variable. However, in the illiterate group a non-significant and spurious
relationship between administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social
reintegration, while at literate respondent‟s relationship between aforementioned
variables were found significant and non-spurious by controlling literacy. A nonsignificant and spurious relationship was found between the power politics of the
illiterate respondents and their attitude towards social reintegration. But at the literate
level, the relationship was found significant and non-spurious while controlling
literacy. Though by controlling literacy relationship between respondent‟s attitude
towards government failure and social reintegration was found non-significant and nonspurious at both illiterate and literate group. In the illiterate group of respondents, the
association was significant and non-spurious between respondent‟s attitudes towards
the post-Afghan war scenario and social reintegration. While in the literate group of
respondents the relationship was found non-significant and spurious as well.
Correspondingly, the relationship was found significant and non-spurious between
respondent‟s attitude towards foreign involvement in the area based on sects and social
reintegration in both illiterate and literate groups of education. Similarly, by controlling
the education level, a non-significant and spurious relationship was found between the
respondent‟s attitude towards racial differentials and social reintegration in the illiterate
group of respondents. Although, a highly significant and non-spurious association was
detected in the literate group of respondents. In the illiterate group of respondents,
findings suggested a spurious and non-significant association between respondent‟s
attitudes towards economic disparity and social reintegration. While, a non-spurious
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and highly significant relationship was observed in the literate group, between aforesaid
variables when education level was used as a controlled variable.
ii.

Association between respondent’s attitude towards dependent and
independent variables, by controlling income
Consequently, by controlling income, in the low-income group, a non-

significant and spurious relationship existed between religious disparities and their
attitude towards social reintegration. While in both i.e. medium and high-income
groups the relationship between the abovementioned variables was detected as
significant and non-spurious when income was used as the controlled variable.
Congruently, in the low and medium-income groups, a non-significant and spurious
relationship was found between administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social
reintegration, while at the high-income group a significant and non-spurious
relationship was found between the aforementioned variables by taking income as
controlled. Furthermore, in a low-income group, the relationship between power
politics and social reintegration was non-significant and spurious. However, the
relationship between the aforementioned variables was determined as highly significant
in the medium income group and significant at a high level by taking income as a
control variable, a non-spurious for both income groups were determined by taking into
considerations the reliable probability values at the bi-variate level. Subsequently, by
controlling income, a non-significant and non-spurious relationship was detected
between government failure and social reintegration in all i.e. low, medium, and highincome groups. Association between respondent‟s attitudes towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration was found significant and non-spurious at low and
high-income groups. While, at the medium-income group, the relationship was found
non-significant and spurious between respondent‟s attitude towards post-Afghan war
scenario and social reintegration. Furthermore, by controlling income, it had been
divulged as significant and non-spurious association between respondent‟s attitude
towards foreign involvement in the area based on sects and social reintegration in all
income groups i.e. low, medium and high respectively. Additionally, findings
suggested a non-significant and spurious relationship was exposed between
respondent‟s attitude towards racial differentials and social reintegration in the lowincome group, while significant and non-spurious at both i.e. medium and high-income
levels between aforementioned variables. Also, in the low and high-income groups, a
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non-significant and spurious relationship was found between respondent‟s attitudes
towards economic disparity and social reintegration. But in the medium-income group,
the relationship was found highly significant and non-spurious between the
aforementioned variables, by controlling income.
iii.

Association between respondent’s attitude towards dependent and
independent variables, by controlling sect
Sect based division of the respondents displayed the relationship between

respondent‟s attitude towards religious disparities and social reintegration was found
significant and non-spurious in both sects i.e. Sunni and Shia, by taking sect as a
controlled variable in the study. Simultaneously, the relationship between respondent‟s
attitude towards administrative failure to curb sectarianism and social reintegration was
detected as non-significant and non-spurious in both groups of respondents i.e. Sunni
and Shias residing in the study area, while taking sect as a control variable. While
taking sect as control variable study suggested, a significant and non-spurious
association between respondent‟s attitude towards power politics and social
reintegration in both sect of respondents. Contrary, the association was detected as nonsignificant and non-spurious between government failure and social reintegration at
both levels i.e. Sunni and Shia sect, which was suggested from the study. The
relationship between the post-Afghan war scenario and social reintegration was
observed as significant and non-spurious in the Sunni sect. While in the Shia sect, the
aforementioned variables were found non-significant and spurious with each other.
Consistently, a highly significant and non-spurious association was found between the
respondent‟s attitude towards foreign involvement in the area based on sects and social
reintegration concerning the Sunni sect. But, respondents belonging to the Shia sect,
had a non-significant and spurious association in the Shia sect between the
aforementioned variables, by taking sect as a controlled variable. Moreover, a highly
significant and non-spurious association was detected between respondent‟s attitudes
towards racial differentials and social reintegration in the Sunni group of respondents,
while in the Shia group relationship between the said variables were found nonsignificant and spurious by controlling sect. Similarly, the association between
respondent‟s attitudes towards economic disparity and social reintegration was found
significant and non-spurious in both sects of respondents.
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5.1.5

Factor analysis
To check the validity and stability of the construct, exploratory factor analysis

(EFA) was brought, and principal component analysis (PCA) was performed with a
Promax (oblique) rotation method in the extraction to make constructs. While the
standard was used for the construction of factors based on Eigenvalues greater than one
instead of fixed value extraction. A Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) Measure of Sampling
Adequacy 0.724 was above the recommended threshold value of .7 which was good
and significant (p<0.000) Bartlett‟s test of Sphericity and a good screen test. No value
was found less than 0.3 in the communalities in the PCA. However, the suitability of
the construct and factor analysis were gauged through Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO)
Measure of Sampling Adequacy, Bartlett‟s Test of Sphericity, error variance explained,
and factor loading greater than 0.40 as well. Furthermore, due to the diverging
responses from both sects, which caused factor dispersion and didn‟t make the required
factors in the Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA), as the required assumption was not
met, thus Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) couldn‟t run.

5.2

Conclusions
The present study titled “Analysis of institutional intra-faith disintegration and

its revival to social reintegration in district Hangu Pakistan” was primarily focused on
exploring the illustrative factors responsible for shattering the smooth social order in
the study area. The prevalent socio-cultural dynamics of the study were designed by
taking input from the situational analysis and categorized as; religious disparities,
administrative failure, power politics, government failure, post-Afghan war scenario,
foreign involvement, racial differentials, and economic disparity. The aforementioned
independent variable's effects were measured upon the dependent variable i.e. social
reintegration. However, before ascertaining their relationship, primary based analysis
through percentage distribution was also executed with some sound inferences
represented below:
The study found that religious disparities prevailed in the area in light of the
administrative failure to curb sect based division due to the struggle for power to attain
under the pathetic approach of the incumbent government. This situation was further
aggravated through the events that emerged in the aftermath of the post-Afghan
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scenario established through foreign involvement by dividing the society on racial and
sect based fragmentation. It was exposed that although religion Islam has been declared
with an anchor ship role to promote peace and tranquility as a cohesive entity.
However, religious leader‟s ineptness and apathy to reinvigorate the sectarian fissures
has emerged in the form of sectarian division in the society. Clergies from either sect
had no coordination. Rather sects based identity was encouraged which created hatred
and disdain amongst the followers of different sects for each other, thus vehemently
vanishing the unified role of religion Islam. Furthermore, state policies coupled with its
fragile control over the administrative domain ruined the reign of government being
centralized and unified parse. Such a dilemma resulted in poor law and order situation
with an ultimate end at chaos and dys-functionalism in the formal and informal social
structure of society. The rise of sectarianism unticked the politics of small-scale group
uprising which had strong politico-cum militant group thrashing the very ideology of
central oriented dynamics of politics. The government‟s placid role and apathy to
address the issue of sectarianism vide strengthening the institutions through the process
of institutionalization left the study area to witness a total collapse and dysfunctionalism instead of mainstreaming and rehabilitation.
It was further noticed from the findings of this study the area had a volatile and
sensitive geographic location and did not isolate itself from the events that took place in
Afghanistan since 1979 after the invasion of Afghanistan by Russia and then in 2001 by
US forces. The area became the center of interest for both local and international
powers to achieve their agenda either to have control over resources or let others down
by accomplishing their political agenda. Pakistan as a bordering state did suffer a lot
from the rapidly changing circumstances mostly blood-based events. Such events
provided patronage in the establishment of encumbering outcomes with the emergence
of demagogues by mobilizing the resources (human beings) towards the establishment
of sect based ideologies with vivid financial support from external forces belonging
both to Islamic and non-Islamic blocks. Such ideologies succeeded in paving the way
for the division of a cohesive and integrated society into an ethnic-based configuration,
getting their modus operandi of distraction and disintegration leading to widespread
lawlessness, unemployment and abject poverty.
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The behavior of the locals was controlled either by paying them or through
force and coercion destroying the established luxurious mechanism by replacing it
through a makeshift design properly favoring the insurgent‟s goals and objectives. The
area witnessed a turbulent era of proliferation of weapons as a lucrative business
sidelining the old traditional occupation i.e. agriculture and other allied businesses. The
study further divulged that Islamic tenants of peace and tranquility were overshadowed
along with the brotherhood and replaced through the rise of the sect as an independent
cult being cogent for its followers, thus devastating the image of Islam as a greater
whole. Traditional mechanics of controlling and predicting human behavior to extend
enduring status were formidably lost due to the disintegration of prevalent social order
as the study area witnessed a lacuna in the legal, administrative collapse along with the
fall of traditional aspects of resolving the issues. The rigid division on a sect basis
augmented the local forces to replace the centuries-old traditions and values through the
use of force as the political leaders fled the area leaving a space for the insurgents to
breathe in the social integration, was put at stake with no hopes of reintegration with
diminishing the logo of national-based politics and administration. Unabated
interference on part of both leading powers destroyed the stability and pushed the area
to a web of proxy war. Ethnic harmony was disintegrated through racial volatility
generating a spare of sect based tussle, where state-sponsored intuitions badly failed to
deliver for social reintegration.
Controlling income, literacy and sect, the study disclosed that illiterate
respondents had a high propensity towards creating disintegration in light of the
prevalent religious disparities. The literate considered the administrative failure as the
cause of social disintegration with believing power politics as its main root cause with
illiterate tilting towards post-Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement, racial
differentials, and economic disparities as a causative factor of social disintegration.
However, respondents based on categorization into low, medium, and high
income displayed that people in medium and high from both power politics and
religious disparities indicated a strong urge towards reintegration, albeit high in the
administrative failure. The study further intimated that all three categories i.e. high,
middle and low income groups had high degree of inclinations towards the
reintegration of social order with special focus on foreign involvement, post-Afghan
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war scenario and racial differentials. Moreover, the economic disparity was also
highlighted by the middle income group as a cause of social disintegration in the study
area as well.
The sect-based explanation of social reintegration revealed that both leading
sects i.e. Shia and Sunni had consensus on the prevalence of religious disparity as the
major instrument of disintegration, declaring the dynamics of power politics along with
economic disparities. Moreover, racial differences, post-Afghan war scenario, and
foreign involvement were found some other pushing factors identified by the Sunni sect
in the area.
Although several theoretical perspectives were taken into consideration such as
Maksim (2016), Messner and Rosenfeld (1994) along with Durkheim and were further
augmented form the work of Talcott Parsons (1937, 1964, 1965a) through his thesis
Religion and value consensus. Moreover, the conclusion of Huntington's (1996) The
Clash of Civilization and Sociologist Mark Juergensmeyer (1993, 2008) focused on
exploring the very reasons of social disintegration as the resultant factors of religious
activism with titled Fundamentalism Theory and Violence (Gregg, 2014). The
aforementioned scholars significantly contributed to designing a base from the
execution of the present study. However, taken into account the local cultural and
religious dynamics, Fundamentalism Theory and Violence coined by Mark
Juergensmeyer (1993, 2008), was adopted for operationalization of this research
endeavor to the logical end. The study revealed that they accentuated the thematic
assumption of the study by explanation all possible outcomes as the resultant factors of
the interaction based on independent and dependent variables. These included religious
disparities, administrative failure to curb sectarianism, power politics, government
failure, post-Afghan war scenario, foreign involvement in the area based on sects, racial
differentials, economic disparity, and social reintegration. All these variables
exponentially explored the results by concretely upholding the theory of
Fundamentalism. The data of the study also supported the theory by intimating a strong
cohesion based on its findings. Moreover, the theory in itself was paramount enough to
vividly explain the local‟s perception pertaining to social reintegration. It could easily
be concluded that any study being carried out while focusing on exploring the extents
of social disintegration and foreseeing into reintegration. The Fundamentalism Theory
and Violence is of catalyst immanence to shed light on by resulting in sound outcomes
along with probable solutions in the form of recommendation.
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5.3

Recommendations
Some of the recommendations are put forwarded in light of the conclusion of

the study:


Although religious disparities prevailed in the study area in light of powerbased politics. The government should take initiatives by indulging all the
stakeholders for greater social inclusion in the study arena. All such social cum
political dynamics must have a strong endorsement from the prevalent cultural
perspective.



The religion of Islam has been identified as a major ingredient of social
integration. However, lack of wisdom methodology was lacking to reverberate
its role towards social reintegration. It is profoundly suggested that all sects
living in an area should be involved in participating in the common values
under the ambit of Islam. Moreover, some unexplained scenarios if exist, efforts
should be made to establish consensus among these sects through the process of
politics cum cultural and administrative approach.



The social pluralism though lost in the study area as a resultant outcome of
severe fighting amongst the locals. However, a ray of hope is still around if
certain concrete initiatives are taken by reigniting the past blood relationship
and common ancestral lines of these warring sects.



The study explored that unemployment and abject poverties were some other
socio-economic factors inviting the youth to own the discourse of coercion by
taking the law into their hands while joining the folds of these various sects. If a
comprehensive package of establishing a cottage industry with a special quota
for the locals in employment would certainly change the existing dynamics of
war and terror into social reintegration.



The study explored that illiterate people were more prone to be the prey of
deviance. The government and other NGOs need to come forward by focusing
on the spread of literacy while facilitating this unemployed youth in enrollment
at schools with a vivid sponsorship through scholarships in the lash. Moreover,
a mechanism of follow up of these students by involving their families and
communities towards a consistent outcome in achieving these targeted
objectives is needed much. All sect leaders were found to be involved in playing
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their role for sect based politics and harmony. Such leaders if taken into
confidence inculcating them the notion of oneness through the enlightenment of
state ideology would certainly help achieve some of the objectives of social
reintegration. For this purpose, the political organization should come forward
and mainstream these elements in the leadership arena of local politics. Such a
package would serve as a model of rehabilitation and well-being of the locals
rather than pushing for destructive ends.


The study also contended that infighting and war with raising tendencies in
terrorism were not the internal elements for the locals. In fact, these were
imposed by the foreign forces. While focusing on exploring the cultural,
administrative and political lacuna, the state of Pakistan must design a model of
social reintegration by not only involving the locals but must focus in
eliminating the influence of the foreign forces upon locals by use of iron hands.
The state of Pakistan must take-up the events of these interferences with the
foreign involved on diplomatic fronts as well.



It was also explored from the study findings that Afghan war outcomes had
vivid repercussions on Pakistan's political, geographic, and economic dynamics.
A policy of non-interference by the state of Pakistan needs to be designed and
communicated accordingly to all involving forces with particular reference to
the neighboring states. In addition to this ushering a period of development in
terms of economic growth and prosperity for these devastating areas would
certainly serve as a panacea.
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INTERVIEW SCHEDULE
ANALYSIS OF INSTITUTIONAL INTRA-FAITH DISINTEGRATION AND
ITS REVIVAL TO SOCIAL REINTEGRATION IN DISTRICT HANGU
PAKISTAN
Personal demographic characteristics
1.

Age of respondent: _________________

2.

Education level:

a. Illiterate b. 10 years e. 12 years
f. 14 years g. 16 years and Above

3.

Occupation: a. Academician b. Lawyer c. Religious Scholar
d. Police personnel e. Local Government electable

4.

Marital status:

a. Signal

5.

Household head:

a. Grandfather b. Father c. Elder brother

6.

Family type:

7.

Family monthly income: _______________

8.

Sect:

a. Nuclear

a. Sunni

b. Married

b Joint

b. Shia
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c. Extended

Religious disparities
S. No.

Statement

Yes No

1

Religion, Islam promote peace and tranquility
amongst its followers

2

Religion binds by bringing cohesion amongst
various sects

3

Division of religion on the bases of sects promotes
disharmonious and fissure amongst the locals

4

Religious leaders apathy to address their fissures
had led to sectarian clashes

5

Religious

schools,

i.e.

Madrassah

has

been

promoting the division on the bases of sects
6

Islamic tenants of peace and tranquility are
overshadowed due to sticker prevalence of sect
based ideology

7

Lack of coordination between clerics of different
sects had another anchor role in the disintegration of
the prevailing social system

8

The virtue of Islam based on brotherhood is
replaced with hatred, dislike and enmity on sect
based ideology

9

People recognize themselves on sect identity rather
than sticking to a greater whole (Islam)

10

A great disdain exists by one sect for the other

11

Sects usually acknowledge their school as an
independent cult

12

Every sect has its armed followers as a strength and
cogent identity
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Don’t know

Administrative failure to curb sectarianism
S. No.

Statement

Yes

1

Fragile state control has weakened the administrative
dynamics of the study area

2

Being part of a rigid tribal culture, had little trust in
resolving problems through state legal discourse

3

The informal administrative system of controlling the
social system is perjury to the legal system of the
country

4

Poor law and order is the resultant factor of ineffective
policing in the area

5

Community-based policing is a true discourse to
capture the administrative gape/vacuum

6

Local clashes were supported under the guise of
administrative cover to strengthen each sect positions

7

Lack of strong administrative authority led to the
division of local administration on sect based division

8

Jirga an institution of resolving issues lost its vitality
due to the division of society on sect bases

9

Traditional local leadership portal to address issues had
also weakened the fragile administrative control

10

Drifting from legal to traditional and otherwise led to
the emergence of administrative lacuna in the social
system

11

Frequent

and

unwanted

interference

in

the

administrative dynamics by different state agencies
faced the system with no point of fixation
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No

Don’t know

Power politics
S. No.

Statement

Yes No

1

Political powers determined the voting behavior

2

Political power and sectarian role go parallel in terms
of meetings goals

3

Sectarian aims are mostly achieved through the anchor
role of political leadership

4

Local politics is under the influence of non-local
powers

5

Political organizations do support sectarian agenda in
their relative manifesto

6

Political organizations patronage the militant groups
within its self

7

Power struggle swung between political rivals based on
sect affiliation

8

Non-local forces (countries) do support the local sects
for furtherance their sect agenda

9

Both Shia and Sunni receive cost and kind support
from non-local forces to sustain their set goals

10

Local dynamics have entered into fragile and
vulnerable composition due to foreign involvement

11

Local political leadership has been marginalized and
replaced by international players of the game

12

Local political organizations (parties) failed to extend
and cover the political gap once created by sect based
division

13

Sect based politics promoted sectarian division of the
society
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Don’t know

Government failure

S. No.

Statement

Yes No

1

Lack of apathy on part of the control government to
negotiate has led to the deterioration of law and order

2

Placid role of education institution providing education
ended at ineptitude role of mainstreaming

3

Dysfunctional institutional role in terms of cohesive
bonds resulted in a sectarian division

4

Legislators (MPA,s & MNA,s) failed to bring
integration to the social, political, and administrative
paradigm of the area

5

Lack of foresight on part of both formal and informal
leaders deteriorated and shattered the established
fabrics of the society/study area

6

The emergence of nationalists feelings crept into
politics due to the pathetic role of political leadership

7

National based politics marginalized and replaced by
sect based ideology due to the inactive role of
government

8

Disintegration in social and political terms weaken the
national spirit of oneness

9

State administrative control has been dependent on
seeking support for the local sects elites/leadership

10

The ineffective role of politics and administration is
the missing links towards social cohesion in the area
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Don’t know

Post-Afghan war scenario

S. No.

Statement

Yes No

1

The Russian invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, led to
the initiation of proxy war in the region

2

Major world powers focused on getting hegemony by
establishing their vested interests

3

Pakistan could not remain alien to these development
being a border state

4

Afghan war soon took the shape of a religious-based
conflict

5

The US exploited the afghans in the pretext of holy
war

6

The division based on sects was further augmented
through the uncontrolled provision of weapons left
behind the Afghan war

7

Saudi intervention to enrage the Iranian ideology of
revolution at doorstep further augmented the situation

8

Iran did use its influence to support Shia with cash and
kind (Weapons)

9

The Pakistan government apathy to address the
aggravated situation further deepened the sectarian
division

10

Frequent Afghan wars, boarder moment was another
fueling factor the sectarian division to both sects
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Don’t know

Foreign involvement in the area based on sects
S. No.

Statement

Yes

1

Foreign involvement was vivid in supporting each
sect

2

Sunni‟s are mostly financed and supported by Sunni
states

3

Shia‟s had the military and financial support from
Iran

4

Sectarianism is the result of external funding of
foreign agents

5

Sectarianism is the resultant factor of foreign funding
to each sect

6

Ideology based organization took place with a stanch
existence weaponry

7

Internal powers/actors do invest in the area to farther
their design

8

Anti-Pakistan states have high orientations to sustain
militant existence to damage Pakistan as a state

9

Locals have the information of foreign agents as antiPakistan

10

Different NGO,s also played a negative role in
escalating the war feelings in the area

11

Indian presence in Afghanistan had always been a
factor in destabilizing Pakistan social order

12

Destabilization in different parts of Pakistan is the
direct outcome of Indian presence in Afghanistan
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No

Don’t know

Racial differentials
S. No.

Statement

Yes No

1

Different ethnic groups were living in a congenial
environment before the Afghan war

2

The ethnic division was supported to provide a
breathing space to sectarian ideology

3

Sects were motivated through financial and kind
support to establish their own identity

4

Ethnic violence was encouraged sans the pathetic role
of Pakistan as a state

5

Social disintegration was encouraged by pushing
different sects into a war-like situation

6

Politics were diverted and reinvigorated on the sect
based composition

7

State institution could not perform their role to
mainstreaming the local population

8

Blood relationship earlier existed amongst different
sects, was disowned by the relative families

9

Locals were over-numbered by the adjacent tribes to
establish their stake in the area

10

Racial violability in either part of the region affected
nook and corner of the area
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Don’t know

Economic disparity
S. No.

Statement

Yes No

1

Persistent abject poverty attracted the locals to sectbased division

2

War in area got a shape of business

3

Warlords pay to every fighter and return was ensured
through the achievement of the leaders targeted
objective

4

Lack of any industrial chain to provide job opportunity
was another factor of escalating militancy

5

Locals markets have a lucrative business of weaponry

6

The abundance of weapon and sectarian push to its
followers was the main cause of fighting on sect bases

7

Local leaders were involved in this phenomena by
owning it as a business

8

Most of the business activities uprooted due to
persistent clashes based on sect

9

Agriculture as a profession was badly damaged
because of the absence of manpower and those who
fled the area due to war

10

Local investors shifted their investment to other parts
of the country due to uncertainty

11

The gap created from the evacuation of the business
class led to the emergence of poverty

12

Poverty coupled with illiteracy worked as an anchor
role in fueling the sectarian clashes
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Don’t know

Social reintegration
S. No.

Statement

Yes

1

Love and respect based on mutual trust could mitigate
the distress of social division

2

The non-existence of intra-faith harmony is a factor of
escalating sect-based disharmony

3

The consistent intra-sect dialogue could be a harbinger
of peace and tranquility

4

School syllabus need to be encouraged to incorporate
the wisdom of harmony, peace, and brotherhood

5

Locals institutions revival by taking enrichment from
each sect positive virtues may further strengthen the
prevalent social order

6

Sects based participation in each other social and
religious events is the key to social integration

7

A religious institution like mosques are being used as
tools of disintegration creating tirades amongst the
followers of each sect

8

Social disintegration is an outcome of apathy on part
of local leaders for bringing wider coherence

9

A state-sponsored package of social and religious
redressal of local issues may augment the social
reintegration

10

Evolutionary gaps in addressing the social issue
instead of military-based approach is a stable and
sustainable approach

11

A placid approach to reinvigorate the traditional
mechanism of dispute resolution is another cause of
social disintegration

12

Going back to harmony through revisiting the
institutional revival is an assurance of peace

241

No

Don’t know

