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                                                       ABSTRACT 

Multan is one of the oldest city in the world. The surrounding area of the city was 

believed to had been populated since the time of the ancient Indus valley civilization. 

Multan remained an important region throughout the centuries due to its geographical 

situation. It is also famous for its Sufi shrines. Muslim rule at Multan from Muhammad 

Bin Qasim to Nawab Muzafar Khan. Sikh captured Multan in 1818 and finally British 

occupied Multan in 1849. 

The British occupied Punjab and Multan region for their own purposes. One of the main 

purpose was the production of raw materials for the British industries. They definitely 

had to pay the price in terms of socio-political developments in this area. The Southern 

Punjab was agriculturally rich area but lake off rain fall. Therefore, British introduced 

canal irrigation system by digging new canals network due to the canal irrigation and 

land settlements agriculture made progress in this region.  

   To win the hearts of the local people and their co-operation lands was being distributed 

to the people of this area. It created a new class of notables and landlords in society. After 

implementing Montagu Chelmsford political activities were started in the Punjab and 

British government made favorable policies for these families. These people were loyal 

to the British government or the ruling party ‘Unionist’ of the Punjab. These people were 

the important part of the regional and provincial politics for a long time. But they did not 

take interest in the development of the area or the socio-political condition of the 

common people of the Multan region. This new system of social and political 

development one side provided the modern social and political setup to the people, on the 

other hand it widened gap between the common people and notables/politicians and the 

guardians of the shrine families.  
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INTRODUCTION 

In the first section defined the terms social development „politics‟, „political 

development‟ and details of Multan. It also explores the relationship between these 

terms to explain the problem statement. In the second section, objective of the study 

and Hypothesis discussed. In the last section defines the methodology to carry out the 

research within the defined parameters and also throws light on the related parts of 

the study which are presented in the form of different chapters. 

1.1. Theoretical Perceptive of Terminologies: 

 Terminologies have been explained to get their working definitions. These 

terminologies exposed the content and nature of social development and its 

indicators. 

1.1.1 Social development: 

 “Social Development is the promotion of a sustainable society that is worthy 

of human dignity by empowering marginalized groups, women and men, to undertake 

their own development, to improve their social and economic position and to acquire 

their rightful place in society…..”
1
 

Jean Dreze and A Martya Sen, said that  

“Social Development is equality of social opportunities”
2
 The above definitions and 

descriptions open to the wide perspective of social development. But the indicators or 

variables of social development can be different from the one state/country to the 

others. According to the report of United Nations, “The Copenhagen Declaration and 
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Programme of Action: World Summit for Social Development”, New York, 

1995.Some major indicator of social development are as the following. 

 Education; Basic education for all, good enrolment ratio of students at primary 

and secondary level. 

 Health; Medical attention, health services for all. 

 Economic resources; employment opportunities and development of economic 

resources. 

 Development of communication resources.  

1.1.2. Politics: 

 The word „Politics began with the „polis‟ the city state community of ancient 

Greece. Plato, Aristotle and contemporary of theirs regarded politics as the affair of 

the polis. Politics is therefore only one of the several social activities of man. Politics 

is thus „the process through which man orders the society in which he lives according 

to his political ideas about the ends of man”
3
. According to Harold D. Lass well 

politics means “who gets what, when and how”.
4
 Karl Marx and his followers saw 

politics “as nothing more than a reflection of prevailing economic conditions, 

especially of economic technology and the distribution of the ownership of 

capital”.
5
The study of politics is concerned with the description and analysis of the 

manner in which power is obtained, exercised and controlled, the purpose for which it 

is used, the manner in which decisions are made and the context in which those 

decisions take place.
6
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1.1.3. Political: 

 Political is being taken as aspect of social life relating to the political 

philosophy viz., participation in electoral process, membership of a political party and 

to be the part of parliamentary process and decision making process on the part of 

practical government. The word „political‟ has been defined in the compact edition of 

the Oxford English Dictionary as “belonging or pertaining to the state or body of 

citizens, its government and policy, especially in civil and secular affairs; or 

pertaining to the science or art of politics”.
7
 

Political Development: 

 Political development may be defined as „„an increasing national political 

unity and a broadening base of political participation‟‟
8
There are disputes over the 

definitions of the term „political development‟. As Hameed A.K.Rai writes in his 

book Comparative and developmental politics „„a Political development refers to the 

process of politicization: increasing participation or involvement of the citizen in state 

activities in power calculations and consequences‟‟
9
 

 Political development in essence means to break the traditional monopoly of 

power in a society, and redistribute it among new contestant in a manner that peace 

and prosperity for society as whole can be ensured. Political decision making has 

always been the axel of human civilization. Each era has its own stamp of political 

philosophy and large portions of its contribution are determined by the talent, ability, 

organizational capabilities statesmen and politicians. Political development involves a 

variety of factors which must be met in whole or in part. A list of possible indicators 

is presented below: 
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 High literacy rate. 

 A national consensus on basic social and political goals. 

 A competitive political system. 

 The existence of associational interest groups. 

 The existence of constitutional government in its broadest context. 

 Finally, we can say that political development is a process of successfully 

sustaining new demands goals and organization in a flexible manner. 

Multan: 

  Multan is one of the old city in the subcontinent. The area surrounding the 

city is believed to have been populated since the time of the ancient Indus Valley 

Civilization. Multan remained an important region throughout the centuries due to its 

geographical position. It has picked up a lot of warfare because of its position along a 

major invasion route between South Asia and Central Asia. It is also famous for its 

Sufi shrines and as a center of learning, educational excellence, culture and 

civilization. The Multan city is located almost 740 feet above the sea level.  

‘‘Located at about 29°22 and 30°45 N and 71°2 and 

72°52 E. Multan Division is a southwestern division of 

the Punjab. It lies between 28 (25 and 33°13N. and 

69°19 and 73°39 E.’’
10

 

 According to the census of British India 1881
11

 the population of the Multan 

division was 2,036,956; in the census of 1891 it had increased to 2,277,605, and in 

the census of 1901 population was 3,014,675. The total area was 29,520 square miles 
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and the density of the population was the lowest in the province, 102 persons per 

square mile, compared with the provincial average of 209.
12

 

 At the fall of the Mughal Empire after consolidating their position at Lahore, 

the Sikhs marched to the south-west. By the beginning of 1818 Ranjit Singh 

succeeded to raise a big army, Nawab Muzaffar Khan Saddozai who was the 

Governor of Multan for the past thirty-nine years fought courageously but failed to 

save Multan from the control of the Sikhs. The death of Muzaffar Khan was in fact 

the last of the Muslim rule in Multan. Sikhs captured Multan in 1818. Maharaja 

Ranjit Singh was the most powerful of all the Sikh Rulers. Later on his demise in 

1840 the Sikh Empire was split into small principalities looked after by several Sikh 

Jagirdars.  This weak situation provided a good opportunity to the British of East 

India Company to put an end to the Sikh strong hold in the Punjab in 1849.
13

 

The company‟s record in Multan between annexations to 1857 was mixed. A 

district administration structure was created and measures were initiated to control the 

disruptive nomads of the inside. The system of governance was instituted in 1858, 

when the rule of the East India Company was transferred to the Crown of Britain in 

1858. 

The British were good administrators and they tried to transform the area in the 

modern ways in the fields of agriculture, education, health and communication. 

Multan was basically an agricultural district therefore the British government decided 

to improve the agriculture in the south part of the province. They had introduced a 

canal irrigation system such as Upper Jhelum Canal, Lower Bari Doab Canals, 

Sidhnai Canals, Sutlej Canals and Haveli Canal project. The canal irrigation system 

was introduced by the British but no doubt the indirect profit was theirs. From an 
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agricultural point of view, however all distinctions of soil are insignificant compared 

with that between irrigated and un-irrigated land. The agricultural conditions depend 

almost entirely on the quality and quantity of irrigation.  

The urbanization was started in the canal colonies areas. The agriculturist 

families of the other regions of the Punjab migrated towards the canal colonies. The 

urbanization was slow owing to the canal colonies and the agrarian development in 

the rural regions. Referable to the canal irrigation and settlements agriculture made 

progress in the region and British had got down the infrastructure of education, health 

and communication in the Multan region. 

The British awarded the jagirs to the notables, piers and sajjadanasheen (guardian 

of the shrine) of the south western part of the province because they were loyal and 

cooperative with the British from the start to the end of British rule. Political 

activities were initiated after the India Council Act of 1861 and municipal committee 

was also established in the Multan but the members were nominated from the loyal 

and notables class. The district Board was constituted in 1883, ex-officio and notables 

were also dominated here. 

The elections of the Provincial Legislative Council, Legislative Assembly and 

Council of State were started after the Montagu Chelmsford reforms in 1919. The 

government distributed the franchises in rural and urban basis, so that the people of 

their loyal class were elected in these constituencies. The success of the Unionist 

Party in the Punjab politics was the result of British policies because the notables, 

peers and loyal class of the British were politically associated with the Unionist.  
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Objectives of Study 

The main objective of this research is to find out the social economic and 

political policies of the British Government of India for the Multan region. It will also 

examine the problems faced by the people of this region in social, economic and 

political perspectives, due to the unjustified policies made by the previous 

governments or dynasties in subcontinent. Because the developments didn‟t take 

place in Multan region as compared to the other region/areas of the subcontinent 

before the British controlled this region. The British occupied this region for the raw 

materials of the European industries. They definitely had to pay the price in terms of 

socio-political developments in this area. The system of social and political 

development one side provided the modern social and political setup to the people, on 

the other hand it widened gap between the common people, the big landlords and 

politicians of the southern part of the Punjab specially in the Multan region. 

Hypothesis 

This research aims are to highlight the historical importance of Multan, because 

it gained the status of independent province during the different past dynasties of the 

subcontinent.  It will also focus on the feelings apprehensions and reservations, which 

are expressed and have been mentioned by the various historians and writers about 

Multan. This study also examines the problems facing by local society in political 

social and economic perspectives. The area of study is selected due to positive 

following reasons: 
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1. Good administration and land settlement, which increase the revenue for the 

rulers/British government and it also change the socio-economic condition of 

the people of this area. 

2. Canal irrigation and agricultural development improve the social and 

economic position of the people of the Multan region. 

3. Encouraging policies and attitudes of the British government towards 

landlords, notables, pirs and guardians of the shrine families. 

4. Political developments and dominant position of the big landlords, notables, 

pairs and guardians of the shrine families of the Multan region. 

Methodology 

 Research is an effort to search knowledge and methodology is a way to solve 

research problems, systematically. There are different types and approaches of 

research used as methods but two basic approaches: qualitative and quantitative used 

in research projects. The present fundamental research is initiated with the deductive 

approach at the Social and political developments during the British period in Multan 

1900-1947. The historical data for research is taken through primary and secondary 

sources as British colonial government reports (administrative, settlements, 

agriculture, canal colonies, etc.) the gazetteers, encyclopedia, articles, journals and 

books, which differentiate by the historical criticism in records and empirical data.   

 This research readdresses to the socio political history of the Colonial Multan 

and to find out the impacts of the administrative development and socio political 

reforms of the British during their rule in Multan and its connect districts like 

Muzaffargarh, D.G. Khan and Jhang. These areas were the part of the administrative 

division of the Multan because Multan remained headquarter of the different 
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administrative and political departments of the British government. Historical 

research means studying, understanding and interpreting past events. The aim of 

historical research is to create a conclusion after the study of the causes, effects or 

trends of past events that may help to explain present events and anticipate future 

events.  

Justification of the Problem 

 It unanimously accepted by all the historians and archeologists that Multan is 

one of the ancient cities of the world. In context of this statement Multan region had 

has very important position in the socio-political context. In the present research the 

Social and Political Developments in the Multan during the British Period 1900-1947. 

The basic reason behind my hypothesis was “to highlight the submersion of the 

common people and domination of a particular class (land lords, feudal, pirs, etc.) of 

this region, in the social reforms introduced by the British”. Another reason is that 

there is not enough work has been done about the social-political Development of 

Multan during the British Period.  

Literature Review 

            Although many historians and writers had/ have written in books and articles 

about the Multan region like Sir Alexander Cunningham, Archaeological survey of 

India (1875) In this book Sir Alexander Cunningham has elaborated the detail ancient 

geographical history of India. He also excavated many historical sites/places like 

Multan and had discussed detailed ancient history of these historical sites. Hukam 

Chand, Tawarikh Zila Multan (1884), he traces out the detailed history of the Multan 

district from the ancient time to the end of Sikh rule in Multan. His work was 
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considered as authentic source of information as the British authorities also used his 

source as references in district gazetteers in Punjab and Multan division as well. Syed 

Aulad Ali Gillani, Muraqa-i- Multan, 1938. In his book Aulad ali Gillani elaborated 

the history of Multan from the attack of Muhammad Bin Qasim at Multan to 1525. 

He comprehensively highlighted the historical events and about the administration 

and policies of the Multani rulers. S.M. Latif, The Early History of Multan (1963). In 

his book S.M. Latif, comprehensively elaborated the history of Multan from the 

ancient time to the end of muslin rule in Multan in 1818. He discussed the socio-

political history of the Multan region and the relation of the ruler and the native 

people of the region. In another book History of the Punjab, (1964) he highlighted the 

political history of the Punjab province; he mostly focuses at the political history of 

the rulers in Punjab. Ahmad Hassan Dani, A Short History of Pakistan, (1967). In this 

book he elaborated the past history of Pakistani areas especially from the Arab 

penetration in the Sub-continent to the British rule. Dr. Ashiq Muhammad Khan 

Durrani, Multan under The Afghans 1752-1818, (1981). In this book he highlighted 

the events that happened during the period of 1752 to 1818. It is an attempt to find out 

the major events of the Afghan politics covering Afghanistan and its Indian provinces 

with special emphasis on Multan. Ahmed Nabi Khan, Multan history & Architecture, 

(1983), he elaborated the administrative and socio-political history of Multan and its 

surroundings. He also discusses the history of notables‟ family of the Multan region. 

In the second part of his work Ahmad Nabi Khan trace out about the Arab 

architecture and the details of the tombs of Bahauddin Zakariya, Shah Rukn-i-Alam 

and the tomb of Shah Shams Tabraz.   

            Dr. Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani wrote article „Tahreek-I- Khilafat mien 

Multan Ka Kirdar‟ (1985). He traces out the historical details of the Khilafat 
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Movement and also discussed the role of the people of the Multan region. How the 

people of Multan region supported the Khilafat Movement?  J. Royal Roseberry, 

Imperial Rule in Punjab: The Conquest and Administration of Multan: 1818-1881, 

(1988). Roseberry highlighted the detailed information about the Sikhs 

administration, revenue and irrigation system in Multan. He comprehensively 

discussed the administration system of East India Company and Crown of Britain in 

Multan. He focuses was also at the land settlement and the revenue system of the 

British rule in Multan.  Dr. Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan from 

the early period to 1849, (1991). In this book he briefly elaborated the history of 

Multan form the ancient time to the rule of different dynasties in Multan i.e. Multan 

under the Arabs, Salatins, Langahs, Mughals, Afghans, Sikhs and special reference to 

the Muslim League and the role of Multani people in the Movement of Pakistan. Dr. 

Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani also writes article the role of Multan in Pakistan 

Movement (1991). In his article he writes about the role of Multani people in the 

movements of Pakistan. He also discussed the political affiliation of the people of 

Multan with the Muslim League and the Muslim leadership. Dr. Humara Faiz Dasti, 

Multan during the Mughals1526-1751, (1998). In her book Multan during the 

Mughals1526-1751, Dr. Humara Dasti, elaborated the history of Multan during the 

Mughal rule in Multan. She traces out that how the Multan was important for the rest 

of the Dehli Empire because it was situated at the trade route of Dehli to Kabul and 

Qandhar. This is why during the Mughal rule in Multan most of the time Mughal 

princes were appointed the governor of the Multan. Makhdum Syed Muhammad 

Yousaf Shah, Tazkirat-ul-Multan, trans. Dr. Muhammad Bashir Anwar, (2004). This 

book was written in Persian in 1861, his work starts from the Hindu period and ends 

in 1861.It provides sufficient material especially about the events occurred in later 
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18
th

 century and the first half of the 19
th

 century. This work was based on original 

documents in shape of farmans which were granted by the Afghans for the 

maintenance of shrine Syad Muhammad Yousaf Shah Gardez.  Dr. Ashiq Muhammad 

Khan Durrani, Tarikh i Multan Zamnaey qadeem say 1947, (2007). This book was 

written in urdu; it is the revised edition of the earlier (History of Multan from the 

early period to 1849). In his book Tarikh-i-Multan short history of the British rule in 

Multan was discussed. 

The numbers of authors, historians and researchers have written about the history, 

administration, social, economic and political developments in Multan Region in 

different times and dynasties. The writers and researchers on Multan have either 

examined various forms of governments in Multan like Mughal rule, Afghan rule, 

Sikh rule in Multan in the late eighteenth century and early British period in the 

second half of nineteenth century. There was a need a study of Multan region in the 

first two quarters of twentieth century because several important legislations and 

political developments had been made in the Punjab. These political 

developments/legislations proved to be a turning point not only for the Punjab but 

also for the people of Multan region. Therefore, this research is shed light on 

important events in perspectives of social, economic and political developments 

during the British Rule in Multan in the first half of the 20
th

 century. This research is 

largely help to achieve a long standing need of the degree and the post graduate 

students of the Punjab history and especially Multan region from 1900-1947. They 

have always found significantly for want of accurate and inclusive material put with a 

separate objectivity which is so important for historians, students and researchers. 

Keeping in view the need of the students and researchers all contemporary sources 

have been consulted to make this research authentic. This research provides a great 
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deal of original primary and secondary material on British history of Punjab and 

Multan region. This research sheds light on those aspects of Punjab history and 

specially history of Multan region that are generally not covered by the majority of 

authors.    

Scheme of Study  

This research is divided into following chapters so as to deal with the various   

aspects of the topic. 

Chapter No.1 

Chapter No.1 Pre-Colonial Multan: A Historic View looks at short review of history 

from ancient time to Sikh rule in Multan. In the first part of this chapter short detail of 

the ruling dynasties of the Multan is discussed and in the last part of the chapter the 

detail of the Sikh rule in Multan was briefly explains. 

Chapter No.2 

The second chapter is on Administrative Development and Land Settlements in 

British Multan. The first part of this chapter is highlighted at the various 

administrative reforms introduced by the British in the Punjab province as well in the 

Multan region. The last part of this chapter discussed the different settlement and 

agricultural reforms in Multan region during the colonial time.    

Chapter No.3 

Chapter three deals the canal system and agricultural development in British 

Multan. In this chapter irrigation system of the Multan region will analysis because 
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Multan was basically an agricultural region and British had introduced the 

magnificent canal irrigation systems; Lower Bari Doab, Sidhnai Canal and Sutlej 

Canals, in the south Punjab. Canal system brought revolution in the agricultural sector 

of this region, which changed the socio-economic condition of the area.     

Chapter No.4 

This chapter studies the various developments in Multan under the Colonial 

urbanization. It will be noticed that due to canal irrigation and agricultural 

developments in the rural areas of the Multan the process of urbanization was slow. 

However, our study will show the educational industry and communications made 

progress in the Multan region during the British period. 

Chapter No.5 

This chapter discussed the political development in British Multan from 1900-

1947. This chapter also examined the new political and legal development in Punjab 

and in Multan region as well. The British government introduced the new political 

system which brought social and political change in Indian society, Punjab province 

and Multan region as well. In the last part of this chapter the role of the notables, 

landlords and the piers of the Multan region was also discussed in the local and 

provincial politics. 

Chapter No.6           Conclusion 
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Chapter No.1 

PRE-COLONIAL MULTAN: A HISTORIC VIEW 

 Multan is one of the old city in the subcontinent. The surrounding area of the 

city is believed to have been populated since the time of the ancient Indus valley 

civilization. Multan remained an important region throughout the centuries due to its 

geographical situation. It has seen a lot of warfare because of its location on a major 

invasion route between South Asia and Central Asia. It is famous for its Sufi shrines.       

Excavations have revealed that in about 4000 B.C. Multan was an important center of 

high-civilized community flourished in the Indus Valley, between Mohanjo Dharo 

(near Larkana) and Harappa (near Sahiwal).Excavations conducted in 1853 and 1864 

by Alexander Cunningham discovered cultural material in the form of pottery and 

several other articles which take back the history of Multan about 800 B.C.
1
 The 

conquerors of Multan present an amazing variety of races: Osiris(595-525B.C.E), 

King of Egypt
2
to the British rule at Multan. 

When the Arabs first entered the Valley of the Indus, the area was ruled by Raja 

Dahir who belongs to Hindu Chach family
3
.The conquest of Multan completed the 

first phase of the Arab campaign in Sindh initiated by Muhammad bin Qasim. 

However, he kept on advancing and reached the borders of Kashmir but he was 

informed of the sudden death of Hajaaj Bin Yousef. He immediately returned to his 

headquarters, leaving the mission unfinished. 
4
 

Abbasids replaced by the Umayyad caliphate in 750. Abu Ja‘far al Mansur 

appointed Hisham bin Umar governor of Sindh in 756 A.D. But during Umayyad 

caliphate, various Arab tribes were always fighting with each other in Sindh and 
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Multan. As a result of these conflicts, the areas gradually turned into a center of tribal 

disputes. As the Caliphate grew weaker, in 980 A.D. the Karamities took over in 

Multan.  

Whereas the Karamities were occupies on Multan and Sindh so the Mahmud 

Ghaznavi advanced towards Multan. Mahmud Ghaznavi attacked on Multan and 

captured it.
5
After the custody of Delhi’s Sultans the Multan’s longitude was extended 

from eastern limits Depalpur to western limit Bhakar.
6
Shahab-ud-din captured Multan 

in 1176.
7
He was an ambitious and innovative ruler. After the occupation of Ghazni, 

he considered himself to be the rightful claimant to the province of Multan, Sindh and 

Punjab, which once belonged to the empire of Ghazni. At the time of Shahab-ud-din 

Ghori’s death (1205 A.D.), Nasir-ud-din Qabacha was the governor of Multan. At the 

death of Nasir-ud-din Qabacha, Multan was annexed to the Sultanate of Delhi. 

Multan did progress a lot under Nasir-ud-din Qabacha and developed as 

center of social, political and literary activities. It attracted large number of people 

who gathered here in search of religious educations at the madrassa founded by 

Hazrat Bahauddin Zakariya on the Fort. Qabacha patronized literary people. His court 

attracted different scholar, poets and ulema who came here from various parts of the 

Muslim word. Al-Tutmish defeated Nasir-ud-din Qabacha and occupied Multan. 

During his rule Multan saw a number of governors.
8
 

After the death of Sultan Nasir-ud-din Mahmud in 1266 A.D. Ghiyasal-Din 

Balban ascended the throne of Delhi. Balban appointed Sher Khan as the Governor of 

the Frontier Iqtas (North Provinces), including Multan. During this period the 

Mongols launched repeated attack against Multan and in 1257 A.D. they entered the 

city and plundered it. Sher Khan was an energetic governor who governed the Punjab 



 

18 
 

even beyond Sutlej and had most boldly and skillfully repulsed the invasions of the 

Mughals. He established big cantonments at Lahore, Multan, Depalpur and Jalandhar. 

In 1270 A.D. prince Muhammad, son of Ghias-ud-Din Balban was appointed 

the governor of Multan after the death of Sher Khan. During the Sultanate rule the 

province of Multan was contributed to Rangpur, Sitpur, Depalpur, Ajudhan and Uch. 

At the death of Prince Muhammad, his son Kai Khusrau was appointed the governor 

of Punjab, in which the provinces of Lahore and Multan were combined under him. 

Sultan Muizz-al-Din Kaikbaad ascended the thorn after the death of Sultan Ghiyas-al-

Din Balban in 1286 A.D. The Sultan could not live long and was ultimately thrown 

into the river Jamna. Thus the Turkish Sultanate of Delhi came to an end in 1290 

A.D.  

In 1290 A.D. Malik Jalal-ud-Din Feroz Khilji, became the king of India. The 

administration of the province of Multan was in real disorder as no effective ruler was 

available to control the situation. The circumstances demanded an overall the change 

in the civil as well as military administration. The previous appointments made by the 

last Sultan were in no way to match the situation especially in the bad environments 

created by continuous and stable military operations of Mongols, whose destruction 

had made the life of the people miserable. 

During the Governorship, Ghazi Malik made the highways safe. To ensure the 

safety of roads, he constructed forts and made necessary arrangements for providing 

sufficient stores of grain as well as armaments. He made the borderline safe. During 

his Governorship of Multan and Depalpur his family used to reside in Multan. Ghazi 

Malik made a magnificent tomb on the fort of Multan along with several other 
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buildings. This tomb, in which Rukn-al-Din the great saint was buried, is a piece of 

architectural beauty. 

After the death of Sultan, Ala-ud-Din Khilji in 1316, Qutb-ud-Din Khilji rose 

to the throne of Delhi. During the reign, Ghazi Malik was the warden of the frontier 

and the Malik Mughalti was the Governor of Multan.
9
During the reign of Tughluq, 

the Multan region was the other focus of Ghais-al-Din architecture patronage and the 

mausoleum of the Shah Rukn-i-Alam in Multan and Farid ad Din Ganj Shakar in 

Pakpattan are closely related in form to his own tomb in Tughlug abad. In 1397 A.D., 

came the invasion of Taimur whose troops occupied Uch and Multan.
10

 Before 

leaving, Taimur, appointed Khizer Khan governor of Multan and Depalpur. Khizer 

Khan declared his independence and defeated the royal force sent by the Delhi Sultan 

near Pakpattan on 18
th

 November 1405 A.D. In 1414 A.D., Khizar Khan conquered 

Delhi and laid the foundation of the Sayed Dynasty. 

During the last part of Mubarak Shah’s rule, the Mughal incursions into the 

Punjab and Multan provinces constituted the most vital danger to the Kingdom of 

Delhi. In 1429 A.D. Shaikh Ali the Mughal governor of Kabul, attacked Multan but 

was defeated near Multan Eidgah.
11

 According to Sheikh Ikram-ul-Haq it was during 

the Syed period that Saraiki and Urdu started developing gradually. Multan did 

progress under the Khizer Khan. He took interest in the development of the local 

population. He worked for the welfare of people and renovated the fort extensively. 

The eventful career of Sultan Mubarak Shah came to an end on 30 May 1434 A.D., 

his son Muhammad Shah was enthroned the same day at Delhi.
12

In Multan the 

Langah an Afghan tribe recently settled. They rebelled against the Governor 

appointed by Muhammad Shah. In every part of his kingdom, the provincial 
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Governors became independent. In 1438 A.D. Bahlol Lodhi was appointed the 

governor of Multan but he was soon outside and anarchy became the fate of Multan.   

In 1445 A.D. Rai Sahra Langah
13

, seized Multan and was succeeded by his 

son Sultan Hussain Langah. In 1502 Hussain Langah died. After Sultan Hussain, 

Langah family did not produce a ruler of the same quality as the first two rulers of 

this dynasty, anarchy and instability prevailed again in Multan. Langah ruled in 

Multan near about eighty years, Multan made progress during the Langah period; it 

became the principle caravan route between India and Kandhar; commerce and 

agriculture flourished. As the Ibrahim Lodhi became the ruler of India, He proved 

himself as a weak ruler of the sultanate and almost all political and administrative 

affairs were in the hands of powerful governors of the different provinces of the 

sultanate. All of them wanted to get rid of the Sultan. Among these Daulat Khan 

Lodhi, governor of Lahore and Depalpur, played a prominent role. In 1526 Arghun 

Turks attacked Multan and the Fort fell after a siege lasting 15 months.
14

 

In 1541 A.D. Multan passed into the hands of Sher shah Suri. Sher Shah Suri 

appointed Khawas Khan as the Governor of Multan. Sher Shah Suri was definitely a 

great reformer and great administrator. Under his instructions Caravans Saray and 

Dak Chaukis at a distance of every two Kos were built to facilitate quick 

communication between various places. Such Caravans saray were also built in 

Multan under the instructions of Sher Shah Suri. 

After the death of Humayun his son Jalal al-Din Muhammad Akbar ascended 

the Throne in 1556 A.D.
15

During his tenure, he made the highways safe and punished 

the dacoits. Trade and commerce progressed; agriculture developed and prosperity 

prevailed in the territory. He treated everybody judiciously and paid respect to the 
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ulema. Emperor Akbar died in October 1605 A.D. and  succeeded by his son Saleem 

who assumed the royal title of Nur-al-Din Jahangir. Multan was one of the largest 

provinces of the Mughal Empire, extending to the frontiers of Persia and including 

Depalpur, Ajudhan, Rangpur, Sitpur, and Sindh.
16

Jahangir appointed Nizam-UL-Din 

Khan as the governor of Multan. He remained in Multan till 1616; he did his best to 

serve the people. Khan Jahan Lodhi was the last governor appointed by Emperor 

Jahangir at Multan in 1619.Lashkar Khan was appointed viceroy of Multan during the 

time of Aurangzeb. For the next two hundred years, there was Warfare in this part of 

the Mughal Empire. The governor of Multan was also responsible for the defense of 

the national frontier with Persia therefore; the governorship of this important province 

was usually entrusted to the princes of the Royal House. Nawab Muzaffar Khan was 

the last governor of Multan till 1818 when Multan was besieged and taken by the 

Sikhs. 

1.1  SIKH RULE IN MULTAN 

 Ranjit Singh
17

 was belonged to the Suker chakia Misl of Sikh
18

.When his 

father was died he was young of twelve years, but very soon he started to take charge 

in the estate affairs which was situated in Gujranwala. The Afghan King, Shah Zaman 

toured the India, and captured many areas in the last years of the eighteen centuries. 

Ranjit Singh supported and cooperated with him. When Shah Zaman returns back to 

Afghanistan after a successful Indian campaign, he was pleased to granted Ranjit 

Singh a right of rule over Lahore in 1799. Ranjit Singh take charge of Lahore in July 

1799 and have strong control over Lahore, He adopted the title of Maharaja. It was 

the beginning of the Ranjit Singh rule over Lahore which lasted about five decades in 

Punjab including Multan.
19

As Ranjit Singh assumed power in Lahore. He started to 
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make strategy to capture the Multan Province. Because this province generating a 

large amount of revenue for the central treasury from the Sultanate period to the 

Mughal Empire. Therefore during the regime of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the Sikhs 

army attacked seven
20

 times at Multan. The Muslim ruler of Multan bravely defended 

the city from the Sikh army in their first six attacks and finally in their last attack Sikh 

forces were succeeded to capture Multan in March 1818.
21

 During his stay in Multan 

Ranjit Singh dispatched Sikh army towards D.G.Khan because Zaman Khan the ruler 

of D.G.Khan was the ally of Kabul. Sikh forces captured the D.G. Khan and its 

surrounding areas. The Ranjit Singh turned towards estate of Kachi Shumali(Leiah 

Bhakar Mankera and D.I.Khan) in 1921. This area was politically very important 

because it was situated at the caravan route. Ranjit Singh’s first target was Bhakar 

which was conquered without any resistance. Then his forces moved towards the 

other areas of Sindh Sagar Doab like Leiah, Mauj-garh and several others villages in 

this area. All these areas were captured without any opposition. The Maharaja Ranjit 

Singh appointed Amir Singh Sindhian walia as the nazim of Mankera. Raj Kour was 

appointed the nazim of Leiah and Bhakar. Ranjit Singh also marched towards 

D.G.Khan but the Nawab of Bahawal pur was agreed to pay him the five lakhs rupees 

per annum as tribute and surrender the areas of south eastern of Multan (Lodhran and 

Mailsi).
22

 He had appointed the different governors or nazims in the Multan and other 

adjoin southern areas and monitor them nicely. Ranjit Singh had taken many steps to 

improve the administrative and socio-economic condition of the Multan and other 

adjoin areas of the south region. The administration in the provinces of the Ranjit 

Singh regime was as discussed following. 
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1.1.1 Sikh Administration 

 Sikh Kingdom of Punjab was divided into four major Subah. The Subahs were 

different in sizes and geographical boundaries during the Sikh rule in Punjab. The 

names and areas of the subahs of the Sikh period were as under:  

 Subah-i-Lahore- having the areas between the Jhelum and the 

Sutlej.  

 Subah-i-Multan, consisting of the present districts of Multan, 

Muzaffargarh, Jhang, and parts of Montgomery and Dera Ismail 

Khan. 

 Subah-i-Kashmir.   

 Subah-i-Peshawar -consisting of the Valley of Peshawar. 

 Some larger areas were not under the control of any Subah they were declared 

districts, These districts were Kangra, Jalandhar Doab, Majha, Wazirabad, Pind 

Dadan, Gujrat, Rajauri, Punchh, Hazara, Bannu-Tank, D.I.Khan and D.G. Khan.
23

 

The secondary level administrative units were pargnas which were also different in 

size either the pargna was within subah or district. The pargnas was administrative 

unit like the modern time district. The pargnas were further divided into Talluqas; 

each Talluqas has fifty to hundred mouzas or villages. Talluqas were equally 

administrative unit to modern day’s tehsil. Although the pargnas and mouzas were the 

lowest administered unit, there were other units also such as Tappa, Chaklas and 

Mahals. The numbers of Tappa, Chaklas, and Mahals were different in a Pargna 

according to its size.
24

 The nazims, kardars, Qanungo and tappa were administrative 

in charge of the province. 
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1.1.2. Nazims or Governor 

 Nazims were the administrators of the Subahs; Nazims or governors were the 

most reliable persons of the Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Nazims were responsible to look 

after the administrative affairs of the provinces. Nazim was the most powerful man 

after the Maharaja in the province. They did not have the same powers and status in 

the provinces. Nazims were powerful in their provincial matters. These nazims were 

answerable only to the Maharaja or king, and they hold their office in accordance 

with the consent of his master or Maharaja. Principally nazim was the agent of 

maharaja in the province.
25

Nazims were very responsible, experienced and highest 

caliber person. In some cases, princes of royal family or ruling families were also 

appointed the nazims in the provinces or in the districts. These princes were mostly 

assisted by the experienced advisors in the provinces or in the districts so that they 

will smoothly run the administrative and political affairs of the province or district. 

 When Nazims were appointed they were strongly investigated with different 

sources by the Maharaja. A list of instructions was issued to them at the time of his 

departure to take charge as nazim in the province or in district. Although nazim was a 

powerful man under his jurisdiction but he gets prior approval from the maharaja for 

the important decision regarding his province or the district. He was responsible to 

maintain peace and order in his province and to deposit regular installment of revenue 

in the royal treasury. Maharaja was regularly investigated and makes inquiries about 

the nazims, if any nazim was found incapable or guilty of deliberate neglect he was 

removed from his office. Maharaja mostly makes enquiries about the administration 

in Kashmir, Peshawar and Multan from foreigners who met him after passing through 

these areas. Ranjit Singh changed or removed many nazims (governors) from their 
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posts, when they were misused their powers. In some cases nazims were allowed to 

govern their province or district through a deputy or a mukhtar-i- kar.
26

 

     Many Hindus joined the Sikh Darbar Lahore as the military personals few of them 

were served as civil administrator in those areas which were conquered by the Sikhs, 

such as Jalandhar, Kashmir and Multan. In civil administration Sikh government 

rendered the services of many Hindus and they were appointed at different posts. 

Nazim was the important post after the maharaja Ranjit Singh appointed Hindu as 

nazim in his regime. They were intelligent, capable, such as: Diwan Sawan Mal, Misr 

Rup Lal, Diwan Mohkam Chand, Diwan Moti Ram, Diwan Kirpa Ram, Diwan 

Chunni Lal and Sukh Dayal. Diwan Sawan Mal, and Rup Lal Nazims of Multan and 

Jalandhar respectively served long time for Sikh government and were also regard as 

to be the best nazims of their time. 

1.1.3 Kardar 

 The subah or province was further divided into a pargna. Pargna was 

secondary level administrative unit of the subah. Pargna was equally administrative 

unit to a modern time district.  Kardar was another officer in-charge of the pargna. 

Kardars were also appointed by the maharaja like the nazims. A large number of 

kardars were under the supervision of the nazim. Kardars were appointed after getting 

prior consent from the nazims. 
27

 In the local government kardar was more powerful 

than the nazim due to his administrative role. These were also checks and investigated 

by the Maharaja and they worked until were not found in deliberately 

mismanagement because they had no fix tenure of their appointment as kardar. He 

had comprehensive powers and multi- dimensional duties. He was a revenue collector 

and supervisor of land settlement, a treasurer as well as accountant, a Judge and 
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Magistrate on the behalf of the central government. The post of kardars was existed in 

the earlier government such as the Sultanate and the Mughal regime. The Kardar had 

the power to appoint the treasurer and a writer or on 15 to 20 and 20 to 25 rupees a 

month respectively.
28

 

1.1.4 Qanungo 

 The Qanungo performed his duties in the Talluqa more or less permanently. 

There were two or three Qanungos in a pargna in the Sikh rule but during the Mughal 

period one Qanungo was appointed for a Pargna. He was the registrar of the 

department of land revenue. He was responsible to preserve the record of land in its 

possession. He also produced state share, market prices of the different crops and 

record of the crops in his office. He was highly paid a share of produce or thirty 

rupees monthly salary.
29

 

 During the Sikh rule each pargna or Talluqa was divided into a number of 

tappas and a chaudhry was appointed in a tappa for the collection of revenue. The 

Muqadam (Lambardar or panch) was another village head man which take care the 

village affairs like collection of revenue and settled the disputes of the people of the 

village. In large villages more than one muqadam was appointed and the village was 

divided in to a subdivision known as tarafs and pattis. The state granted the revenue 

free land and five percent of revenue collected in their villages to the chaudhry or the 

Muqadam for their rendered services. 

1.1.5 Tappa 

 Tappa was the last administrative unit during the Sikh rule and three to eight 

villages were the part of tappa. A patwari was responsible to keep the record of the 
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whole tappa. Patwari was supposed to work with co-ordination with the village 

Muqadam and pargna qanungo. He was remunerated one to two percent of the 

collected revenue of his jurisdiction.
30

 

1.2  Multan under Ranjit Singh   

After strengthen their position at Lahore, the Sikhs marched to the south-west 

areas of the Punjab. In the south west part of the Punjab Multan was famous for its 

rich culture, civilization and socio-economic position. Multan was one of the 

important Subah/province or region from the ancient time to the Mughal rule in sub-

continent. Ranjit Singh and the Sikh forces made many attacks in Multan, but every 

time they remained unsuccessful to captured the Multan. By the beginning of 1818 

Ranjit Singh succeeded to raise a big army to capture the Multan city. Nawab 

Muzaffar Khan Saddozai
31

fought bravely and died. The death of Muzaffar Khan was 

in fact the death of the Muslim rule in Multan. 
32

  

Maharaja Ranjit Singh and his Sikh army made seven attacks to captured Multan 

and finally he was succeeded in 1818.Maharaja Ranjit Singh was very happy to hear 

the news of captured Multan. When it was conquered by the Sikhs, the socio-

economic condition of Multan was very satisfactory. Agriculture and cottage industry 

was in progress. As the Sikh forces entered in the fort, jewelry, precious stones and 

other Gold items were taken away in a large number of quantities which were 

belonging to the Nawab Muzaffar Khan and other notables of the city.  It was the 

evidence of the socio-economic development of the Multan region that the Ranjit 

Singh always appointed the nazim or the governor of the Multan region after fixing 

with them a heavy amount of revenue per annum.  
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In administrative point of view and maintain law and order in the Multan region, 

it was divided into four units. 

 Sukh Dayal Singh Khatri was appointed the nazim of Multan and also the 

responsible to monitor the other three administrative units. (Muzaffargarh, 

Khangarh and Tulamba) 

 The administration of Muzaffargarh was handed over to the Jamadar 

Khushhal Singh. 

 Khangarh was under the command of Sham Singh. 

 Fatteh Singh Ahluwalia was the in charge of Tulamba. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh appointed Sukh Dayal Singh as the first Nazim or 

Governor of Multan and fixed six lakhs rupees revenue per annum with them.
33

 He 

settled down the people of this area and agricultural land was granted at Taccavi to 

enhance the revenue of this area. He also excavated many well for irrigation of land 

and the progress of agriculture. The initial arrangements to run the government were 

insufficient because Sikh sardars were starting to fight each other. They had no 

interest in the development of the area or the welfare of the people. Therefore, Sukh 

Dayal Singh was failed to collect the revenue so he could not efficiently deposit the 

fix amount in the Sikh treasury at Lahore. Sukh Dayal was removed from the Nazim 

of Multan on the charges of mismanaged of State dues.  

 Sukh Dayal Singh was succeeded by Sham Singh Peshawaria for six lakhs and 

fifty thousand rupees’ revenue per annum. Sham Singh did his best arrangements for 

the administration of Multan and he was succeeded to put down robbery with a high 

hand. Due to the deficits in revenue of Multan region he also excavated many well 

and canals (the detail of the canal were discussed in the last part of the chapter) for 
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irrigation of land and the progress of agriculture. Because he was wanted to enhance 

the annual revenue of the Multan region but failed to do so and was removed from the 

nazim of Multan. Ranjit Singh
34

 came Multan in 1819 and Sham Singh was changed 

with Badan Hazari. Ranjit Singh appointed Sawan Mal as accountants of Multan.
35

 

Sawan Mal was expert in his field and he had good administrative qualities. Ranjit 

Singh was very pleased with him. Maharaja appointed Diwan Sawan Mal as Kardar 

of some areas of the Multan province. Later Sawan Mal was succeeded to get 

Shujabad at Contract from Ranjit Singh. Badan Hazari the nazim of Multan was 

succeeded by Metha Mal Shikar puria and finally Sawan Mal was succeeded to get 

the contract of Multan in 1921.
36

 

1.3  Multan under Sawan Mal 

 A new era of progress was started in Multan as Sawan Mal was appointed the 

new Nazim or the governor of the Multan in 1921. He was a man of high quality 

wisdom and had a large administrative experience. 

 With the appointment of Diwan Sawan Mal a new state of things arose. He 

stopped the raised of the Kathias in the east of the district and killed Bakhu Langrial a 

noted free better in the neighborhood of Tulamba. When Diwan Sawan Mal took the 

charge of Nizam or the governor of Multan, He regularly monitors the subordinate 

officials and strongly controls the power in his hands. It was the result of his good 

administration that the Zamindars were pay revenue at regular basis. Diwan Sawan 

Mal submitted the amount Rs. 38, 98,550 of the revenue of per annum.
37

 The Diwan 

Sawan Mal transferred the annual revenue funds to the Lahore treasury in time.  
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Due to regularity in transfer of funds in the Sikh treasury in Lahore, other areas 

such as Jhang
38

 Muzaffargarh,
39

 Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan were added 

in the contract of Diwan Sawan Mal. He held the greater part of the areas which fell 

under the Governorship of Multan.
40

 The title of Diwan was conferred on him in 

December 1832. He also worked as the Kardar of Pargna Hafiz abad and Pargna Ram 

Nagar. The Sutlej areas
41

 however remained outside his jurisdiction as governor till 

1831. After this Sutlej areas were also added in Sawan Mal province.
42

 

      It was a challenging task for the Sawan Mal when he takes charge as nazim 

or governor of Multan, because this area was isolated as a result of misrule and 

rivalry of the local rulers. Sawan Mal had possessed wide administrative experience. 

He shows great ability and hard work as a governor of Multan and take many steps to 

improve the peace and order and socio-economic position of the people of the Multan 

region. He dug many well and canals (the detail of the canals will be discussed in the 

later part of the chapter) to irrigate the land owing to the zamindars deposited him the 

land revenue in time and he also succeeded to deposit the fix annual revenue in the 

Sikh treasury regularly. It was the result of his regular remittances deposited that he 

rules the Multan region till his death. 

 O'Brien in his account said about the Sikh rule in Multan, "Diwan Sawan 

Mall’s Government was better than anything that had preceded it. Its sole object was 

the accumulation of wealth for the Diwan. The execution of public works, the 

administration of justice and security of life and prosperity were of secondary 

consideration and were insisted on only because without them agriculture would not 

prosper and the revenue would not be paid".
43
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Ranjit Singh was died in 1839 but Sawan Mal was succeeded to confirm his 

government in Multan till his death in September 1844. After the death of Sawan Mal 

his son Diwan Mulraj was confirmed as nazim of the Multan region on the same 

terms as his father subject to a nazarana of 30 lakhs.  

1.3.1 Administration of Multan During Sawn Mal 

At the time of Sikh rule Multan was divided into eighteen Taluqas, which had 

been consolidated into five tehsils of Multan District. 

 Taluqas Tulamba, Sidhnai, Serai Sidhu and Sardarpur were included into 

tehsil Serai Sidhu, 

 Ghazipur Bahadpur and Sardarwah taluqas were joined to make tehsil 

Lodhran 

 Taluqas; Kahror, Mailsi, Khai and Tibbah were united in tehsil Mailsi. 

 Tehsil Multan. 

 Tehsil Shujabad 

       Most of taluqas were contingent of scattered villages and towns. In most of 

taluqas of these two tehsils Pathans and some other families were holding their jagirs. 

Historically, some powerful nomadic tribes from Multan and neighboring districts 

had created a serious law and order problem and continuously raided each other and 

the settled population. 

The administration of Sawan Mal like Indian governments in general concerned 

itself mainly with the criminal justice. When Sawan Mal became governor of Multan 

Law and order situation in the area was very poor. Sawan Mal strictly deals with 

crime and law and order situation of the area. Sawan Mal himself heard complaints 
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and disputes in open durbar. Sawan Mal was famous for his Justice. When one of the 

Divan’s son Ram Das, proved to be the guilty party Sawan Mal imprisoned him for 

several days. Sawan mal maintained peace in the Multan and its adjoining areas. He 

also established a successful and a strong system of revenue Multan and its 

neighboring taluqas. It was the result of Sawn Mal strong administration and 

excellent monitoring that he always deposited the annual revenue in time in the 

central Sikh treasury. Therefore, Maharaja Ranjit Singh was very pleased with him. 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh included some more areas in his contract such as; 

Muzaffargarh, Jhang and some areas of the D.G. Khan. Sawan Mal also established 

good administration and revenue system in these areas. Some short details of these 

areas are discussed below. 

In 1829 the whole Muzaffargarh district was under the control of Sawan Mal. 

This district was controlled by the Sawan Mal from Multan. Sawan Mal divided the 

Muzaffargarh district into 23 Taluqas and appointed different kardars and some 

others administrative persons and soldiers. The details of the taluqas of the 

Muzaffargarh were such as mentioned bellow; 

 Muzaffargarh; Arain Samti Muradabad Rangpur Khangarh Kinjhar Seri Trund     

Mahra   Khoran and Muzaffargarh. 

 Alipur; Shahr Sultan Jatoi Ghalwan Sitpur and Dhaka.  

 Sanawan; Mahmood Kot Nauabad Snawan Kot Adu Daira Din Panah 

Bhukkhi and Munda.  

Each taluka was governed by a kardar a muharir and a few soldiers. They were 

responsible of revenue collection and send it on time in the treasury of Sawan Mal. 

Sawan Mal regularly monitor all the kardars of the taluqas. Sawan Mal had strong 
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control at his subordinates therefore he always submitted remittances on time in the 

central treasury of Sikhs at Lahore. These Kardars of the different areas of the 

Muzaffargarh district received nazarana and allowance when they were on duty such 

as measuring crops and revenue collection. The share of the nazarana in this district 

was such as; flour 3 sers ghi, ¼ ser dal, ¼ ser, grams 3ser for horses and spices 1 

anna, nazrana had to be paid to the government. Kardars and muharirs were divided 

into five different grades and their remuneration was Rs.15 to 60 for kardars and 

muharirs received Rs.8 to 20 per month. There was a separate post of a Sawar in the 

war and revenue department. The responsibilities and the revenue of the sawar in 

these two departments were also different. A sawar in the war department received 

Rs.15 to 20 and a sawar of revenue department received Rs.12 per month.
44

 

During the Sikh rule in Jhang except the Kalowal area of Chiniot tehsil was 

included in Bhera province. This was under the rule of Raja Ghulab Singh while the 

rest of the district included Garh Maharaja and Ahmad pur were part of Multan at that 

time. The Talukas of Pindi Bhattian (Gujranwala) Faruka (Shahpur) and Sayed wala 

(Montgomery) were the part of Jhang. 

 In 1832 Sawan Mal was succeeded to get Jhang district at fix contract amount 

Rs.435000 from Ranjit Singh. Sawan Mal punctually paid fixed remittances till his 

death in 1844.Sanwan Mal was succeeded by Dewan Mul Raj. Mul Raj was also 

regularly paid the same amount in the treasury in Sikh Darbar Lahore from 1845-47, 

which was paid by Sawan Mal. At the time of the annexation whole district of Jhang 

became the part of British territory.
45

 

In 1819 Sikh seized the Derajat and D.I. Khan district but until 1830 D.G. 

Khan was governed by the Nawab of Bahawalpur for four lakhs rupees of land 
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revenue and one lakh rupees as nazarana. General Ventura had taken the charge of the 

district from the Nawab of Bahawal pur in 1830 for two years. He was succeeded by 

Dewan Sawan Mal who governs the district of Multan till his death in 1844.At first 

Sawan Mal forcefully engaged the tribal chiefs with him and then appointed the 

kardars for administration and revenue collection for the district. His kardars were 

Jawahar Mal, Rang Ram, Kirpa Ram, Bahadur Chand, Radha Kishan, and Longa 

Ram. Sawan Mal administration was more excellent than any previous governor of 

the district. He cleaned the canal and promoted the agriculture and commerce of the 

area.
46

Under the Sikh rule after the termination of Nawab of Bahawalpur the land 

revenue was collected in different kinds. Sikhs levied the land revenue of ¼ of the 

total products this share was known as mahsul.
47

 

  Law and order situation in these areas was very bad in the past. The land lord, 

the criminal tribes of the riverine area and the chiefs of the tribal disturb the peace of 

this area. There was a common crime of animal theft in all the south western part of 

the Punjab. Diwan Sawan Mal was succeeded to get the contract of Multan, 

Muzaffargarh, Jhang and D.G. Khan districts from Maharaja Ranjit Singh. The law 

and order situation of these areas was a challenge for the Sawan Mal. He has vast 

administrative experience so he made useful steps to maintain law and order situation 

in these areas. Judicial administration during the Sikh period fell into two categories, 

criminal justice and civil justice. The administration of Sawan mal like Indian 

governments in general concerned itself mainly with the criminal justice. Sawan Mal 

strictly dealt with crime. The trail of stolen cattle headed were regularly executed. 

Sawan Mal himself heard complaints and disputes in open durbar and his justice was 

famous. When one of his son Ram Das, proved to be the guilty party Sawan Mal 

imprisoned him for several days. The justice of Sawan Mal was emitted from Herbert 
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Edwards, between the poor he did justice with great pains and impartially but a rich 

man even if in the right needless to say this hardly would have been considered a 

failing by the poor.
48

 

1.3.2 Revenue System during Sawan Mal Rule 

Sawan Mal was a man of discipline and he strongly controls the state power by 

his own hand. He always keenly monitors to his subordinate officials. During the 

Sikh rule, Revenue department were closely monitored. Taluka was the fundamental 

unit of revenue administration from the start of the Sikh reign to at the time of its 

annexation by the East India Company in 1849 within Multan District. New revenue 

official kardar and Munshi were appointed. Kardar received Rs.15 to 30 Rupees per 

month and his account were regularly inspected so that he could not involve in 

financial corruption. The primary responsibility of kardar was the collection of 

revenue, and duties of police and criminal justice were the secondary one. The power 

of Police and Criminal Justice were necessary to maintain law and order in relevant 

areas so that agriculture and revenue collection might flourish. These special powers 

of revenue officials were to enhance the revenue in the shape of fine.
49

The different 

methods of revenue collection were adopted in the Sikhs rule in Punjab especially 

when Sawan Mal was the governor of the Multan and the south western areas of the 

Punjab. There was a methods of revenue such as: Jinsi, Nakdi jinsi, Zabti, Karari, 

Shukrana or Nazarene. The standard method and most generally employed was the 

assessment of a share in the actual crop.  

 The rates of jinsi were levied as 1/3 was the rate of sailab(flood)lands, 1/4
th

 

for good well lands and 1/6
th

 or 1/7
th

 for inferior well lands. Under jinsi the revenue 

payer was obliged to buy back the state share at prices above the market level. Nakdi 
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jinsi or cash kind assessment indicate the first step towards cash revenue and this 

form of assessment was more common during the rule of Dewan Sawan Mal than 

formerly.
50

This system consisted of cash rates at per acre on superior crops such as 

indigo or sugar-cane, which was difficult to divide; but they were also employed 

freely for all crops in tracts like the Ravi riverine which were too far away from the 

headquarters to make the removal of the grain profitable to the government. The jinsi, 

nakdi and zabti assessment were mostly levied on sailab land and canal irrigated land. 

 The areas in which landholder had himself constructed a well for land 

irrigation and provided self means of cultivation. Such land or area was known as 

karari. The assessment being fixed by a deed known as a patta. The amount assessed 

for a well was Rs.12 while Rs.7was taken in the kharif and Rs.5 was taken in rabi. 

When well was out of use, the amount of assessment remitted? Another special 

method of assessment was levied in the areas of Multan and Lodhran taxes on per 

yoke of cattle in use on well as Rs.2 or Rs.3.
51

Dewan Sawan Mal regularly revised 

the revenue percentage and levied it. A large amount was imposed such as Shukrana 

or Nazarene: one rupee per yoke of bullocks on wells paying fixed, a grazing fee of 

one Anna per goat, a charge of four to eight ones on the washer man for drawing 

water from a well. Sawan Mal collected revenue on a vast scale and submitted nearly 

2.2 million rupees annually into the central treasury of Sikh at Punjab. This revenue 

was collected by him from the four districts of Multan region, Muzaffargarh, D.G. 

Khan and Jhang.
52

 

 Sawan Mal brought new lands under cultivation at encouraging terms of 

assessment as a result a large numbers of waste lands cultivated in Muzaffargarh and 

Jhang districts. He also made special efforts to cultivate the waste land in Leiah tehsil 
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of district Muzaffargarh and Thal part of the Jhang districts where he issued the loan 

at easy terms to those farmers who dug the new wells or restore the old wells. He also 

made new canals and restored the old canal in the Multan region. Only in the Multan 

district he excavated and restored a length of three hundred miles’ canals. It was the 

policy of his good administration that he brought the waste land in under cultivation 

because he was appointed governor of Multan region at a term of fix amount thirty 

lakhs rupees per annum. Therefore, he introduced many administrative and 

agricultural reforms to enhance the revenue of the Multan. This is why he always 

deposited the remittances regularly in Sikh treasury at Lahore and was remained 

successful to rule in Multan from his appointment in 1919 to till his death in 1944. 

1.4  Canal irrigation and agrarian developments during Sikh rule 

in Multan 

 When Sikhs assumed power in the Multan region, they made many efforts 

towards the betterment and enhance the cultivated areas in the Multan region. 

Because Multan region was basically agriculture area. The rainfall did not exceed ten 

inches in the areas of the Multan region. The farmer used the flood water or irrigated 

the land from the inundation canals. Therefore, the agriculture was not at large bases 

and the agrarian production was also insufficient. But the nazim or the governor of 

the Multan was always wanted to collect more revenue from the cultivators. He had 

made many efforts to bring more and more waste land under cultivation so that 

agriculture made more progress and the ruling authorities collected more revenue. 

Dewan Sawan Mal the governor of Multan granted the loans for the construction of 

wells to the poor farmers of the Multan region to make the more waste land under 

cultivation. The main sources of irrigation of land in Multan and its surrounding areas 
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were well, and inundation canals but streamed, springs, and flood water was also used 

for the land irrigation in the Multan region. The cultivation in this region was 

depended on inundation canals and well from the Mughal period. There were twenty-

three inundation canals which were owned and managed by the ruler and the private 

owner of the region. The Dewan Sawan Mal was a good administrator and ruler of his 

time. He excavated many canals during his rule by himself and from his kardars of 

areas for the progress of agriculture and to enhance the land revenue. The most of 

Chanab canals were excavated by Pathan rulers of Multan and Shujabad while Sutlej 

canals were dug by Daudpotras. The Sutlej canal of the Diwan wah of Mailsi tehsil 

was dug by Dewan Sawan Mal. He also enlarged and improved several other canals 

in the area for irrigation of land and progress of agriculture. The canals of the two 

rivers were mostly irrigated the land of the Multan district, the canals of the Chenab 

rivers and the canals of the Sutlej rivers. The canals of the river Chenab were matured 

the lands of the Multan and the Shujabad tehsil of the district while the canals of the 

river Sutlej irrigated the land of the Mailsi, Kahror and Lodhran. The short detail of 

these canals which excavated and enlarged by the Diwan Sawan Mal was as under: 

1.4.1 The Chenab Canals 

 The majority of the Chenab canals were excavated by the Pathan family who 

had possessed the land in the Multan and Shujabad tehsil of the Multan District. 

Some Chenab canals were also made and restored by the Sikh governor Diwan Sawan 

Mal in the Multan District. 

 The Matital Canalwas built in 1830during the time of Dewan Sawan Mal by 

his kardar Yar Muhammad. The Matital Canal takes off few miles below the 

junction of the river Ravi and the river Chenab. This canal irrigated large 
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areas of Mamdal and Matital of northern Multan. Sawan Mal excavated and 

improved the Matital canal. This canal was generally open in the last week of 

May and was closed in the last days of September or the first week of 

October.The Matital Canal matured the Kharif crops aided with well water 

and the Rabi crops were sowing with canal water but matured with the water 

of well. 

 The Shah pur canal it takes off from the river Chenab. Its total length was 

twelve miles. The Shah pur canal irrigated the Multan and its some it’s 

adjoining areas. 

 Wali Muhammad, this canal takes off from the river Chenab also and had total 

length 30 miles. It irrigated Multan and its adjoin area Suraj Kund. 

 The Durana Langana canal and the Wali Muhammad canal had a common 

head at the River Chenab. These two canals separated at the Bosan Regulator 

and flow towards south western direction through the Multan tehsil. The 

Durana Langana Canal was10 miles in length. It mostly irrigates the areas of 

Multan and Setalmari. 

 The Sikandarabad canal also takes off from the river Chenab near Shar Shah. 

It has total length 30 miles. It irrigates the Shar Shah area of Multan and 

Shujabad tehsil. 

 The Gujhala canal was the branch of the Sikandarabad canal. It was a twelve 

miles long and it irrigated the land of Shujabad tehsil of the Multan district. 

 The Bakhtwah, was also the branch of Sikandarabad canal. Its total length was 

12 miles. It also irrigated the land of Shujabad tehsil. 
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 The Dhundhu canal was takes off from the Sikandarabad canal and it was 16 

miles’ canal. The land of Shujabad tehsil of the Multan district was matured 

by this canal.
53

 

1.4.2 The Sutlej Canals 

The mostly canals from the Sutlej were made by the Daudputras (the ruling family of 

the Mailsi and Lodhran from the Mughal time and finely getting hold by the Ranjit 

Singh). The Diwanwah which was the one of the largest canal of the river Sutlej made 

by the Dewan Sawan Mal and many other were restored and enlarged by the Diwan 

Sawan Mal. 

 The Hajiwah Canal was made by Ghulam Mustafa Khan Khakwani in 

1831.He was a kardar of Diwan Sawan Mal and latter a tahsildar of Mailsi 

tehsil of the Multan district. Ghulam Mustafa Khan Khakwani paid forty 

thousand rupees’ land revenue to Sawan Mal after excavating Haji wah canal. 

This canal irrigates the north eastern part of the Mailsi tehsil. 

 The Diwan wah originally was made by Muhammad Khan Daudpotra in 1740 

but fell into decline. It was excavated and restored its lower part below Basant 

pur by Diwan Sawan Mal in 1840.The extension made by Sawan Mal was 

famous with the name of Diwan wah. This canal irrigated the land of Mailsi 

and Karor tehsil of Multan District. Diwan wah was thirty five miles in 

length.
54

 

 The Sardar wah canal takes off from the river Sutlej at Hassu Jiya. It was 

Thirty-eight miles long and it had, irrigated the land of Kehror, Lodhran and 

Sardar wah. 
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 The Muhammad wah canal had a common head with Sardar wah from the 

river Satlej at Hassu Jiya but separated at Shah pur. It was thirty miles long 

and it mostly matured the land of the Lodhran. 

 The Bahawal wah takes off from the Kotla creek; it was the main stream of 

the river. This canal irrigated the areas of the Mailsi and Kehror. 

 The Sultan wah, length 25 miles. It was a branch of the Bahawal wah, which 

irrigated Mailsi and Kehror. It had a total length of thirty miles. 

 The Jam wah and the Qabul wah takes off from the creek of Niamat Ali at the 

river Sutlej, these two canals separated after the flow of four miles. The Jam 

wah and the Qabul wah had the length of thirty and twenty miles respectively. 

These canals irrigated the land of Mailsi tehsil of the Multan district.
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 The Karam canal was made in Muzaffargarh. It was a creek of the Chanab and 

called Dadal. It was improved by the Dewan Karam Narain son of Sawan 

Mal. He was a governor of Rangpur. Karam Narain spent five thousand rupees 

on work and its head was changed from time to time due to the action of the 

river. 

 The Ganesh wah was made at the time of Nawab Khan and was called Gaus 

wah. Its name was changed in the time of Sawan Mal as Gunesh wah. The 

course of the canal was between Shahrang pur and Khan pur. Its branch Karya 

was made by Chhaju Mal during Sawan Mal rule. It’s another branch Lunda 

was dug by Sawan Mal with the cost of Rs.200. The Ali branch of Taliri canal 

was also dug in the time of Sawan Mal.
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 The Suleman Canal was made by Nawab Ghazi Khan and reconstructed by 

Nawab Bahawal Khan but during the time of Sawan Mal its head was changed 
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twice with chher labour. Its branch Soharu was made by villagers of Dera and 

Kohar Fakiran in the time of Sawan Mal.
57

 

      Multan was basically agricultural region from the past many centuries. Therefore, 

most of the rulers of Multan provided better facilities to the agriculturists. The Sikh 

ruler of the Multan also facilitated the poor peasantry of the area so that more waste 

land brings under cultivation. The main objectives of the Sikhs ruler of this region 

were not facilitating the poor farmer of the area. Infect they were wanted to increase 

the revenue of the Multan region. Because when the Sikh Darbar Lahore appointed 

the governor of the Multan region, it was his duty to deposit the fix amount of the 

revenue in the Sikh treasury at Lahore. Dewan Sawan Mal remained the governor of 

Multan and its neighboring areas for a long due to that he deposited the fix remittance 

in time in the Sikh treasury at Lahore. The Sikh rulers specially the Dewan Sawan 

Mal made many efforts to improve the agriculture of the region. He granted the loan 

to the poor peasants of the area for the excavation of wells to irrigate the land. He also 

excavated the new canals and improved the old ones to irrigate and cultivated the 

more and more waste land of the Multan region. He classified the soil of this region 

into different categories and the revenue was levied differently for each category of 

agriculture land. The major objective of the Sikh government was the collection of 

more and more land revenue for the Multan region. 

1.5  Conclusion 

 Multan was occupied by Muhammad Bin Qasim in 713. The people started 

embracing Islam, within a short time Islam was being practiced here. Multan was 

remained one of the biggest and important province in different dynasty of the past in 

Sub-continent. Its geographical position improves its more importance in the Sub-
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continent. It is situated at the famous trade route between India, Kabul and Central 

Asia. Due to its geo-strategic location Multan always played a very vital (in sense of 

buffer zone) for rest of the India. Most of the foreign invaders marched through the 

Multan land towards Lahore or Dehli. Therefore, Multan remained important 

province from the Ghauri rule to the Mughal Dynasty in Sub-continent. Multan was 

always being remained such an important province of the Sub-continent during the 

different ruling dynasties. Therefore, the princes of royal families and the most 

reliable persons were appointed its governors. During the downfall of Mughal 

Empire, Multan lost a major portion of territory, but it retained its importance. The 

rich and fertile land of this region was also another reason of its important. A large 

portion of the remittances of the different government were fulfilling from the 

revenue of the Multan region. Firstly, it was the proof of the fertility of the Multan 

region that Ranjit Singh made seven attacks at Multan and finally succeeded to 

capture the Multan in 1818. Secondly Maharaja Ranjit Singh appointed the governors 

of Multan after fixing annual amount with them. During the Sikhs rule in Multan the 

structure of administration was the same as it was during the Mughal rule. The 

subedar/governor was as head of the administration of the Multan province. He 

exercised full control over all departments of the administration, both civil and 

military. Diwan was the head of the finance department and he was always very close 

to the subedar. As the Sikh assumed power in Multan and it’s adjoin districts the law 

and order situation was very poor. The animal theft and robbery was the common 

crimes of that time. The Sikh subedar (especially Dewan Sawan Mal) of the Multan 

made good administrative arrangements to maintain law and order situation in the 

Multan region. Multan was basically agricultural territory. The rulers of Multan 

provided better facilities to the agriculturists. Because the land revenue was one of the 
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major income of the Sikh’s government. Therefore, he dug new canals and improved 

old canals to mature the land of the Multan region. Ranjit Singh appointed different 

nazims or governors in Multan and fixed with them annual revenue of the Multan 

region. When some of them were failed to deposit the fix remittances in the Sikh 

treasury, they were removed from their post. Sawan Mal had good administrative 

qualities and he was also expert of financial affairs. Ranjit Singh made him the 

governor of Multan. He made good arrangements for the development of the Multan 

and its adjoining districts Muzaffargarh, Jhang and D.G. Khan. After the death of 

Ranjit Singh, Sikh government was started to weak in the Punjab and as well as 

Multan region. East Indian Company started to dominate its position first at the 

Lahore. After consolidating their position at Lahore they marched towards Multan 

and finally succeeded to capture the Multan in March, 1849.As the annexation of the 

Punjab was completed the British introduced administrative reforms in the Punjab. 

First the British made the institutional developments and land settlements in the 

Punjab as well in the Multan region. Secondly the British introduced the different 

laws with protect the loyal rural elite class. 
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Chapter No.2 

ADMINISTRATIVE DEVELOPMENT AND LAND 

SETTLEMENTS IN BRITISH MULTAN 

After surrendered of Mul Raj against British, annexation of Punjab was 

completed. As the Punjab was annexed with the British on 29 March 1849, the British 

expansion was completed in India. The British started many developments in the 

Punjab province like administrative, land settlements, agricultural, canal irrigation and 

political reforms, which change the history of the Punjab. It also bring the political 

stability and socio economic development in the Punjab. These developments were 

also taken the advantage for the British interest in the later year of the British rule in 

Punjab province.  

After annexation of the Punjab with the East India Company. The Viceroy of 

India Lord Dalhousie appointed a Board of Administration consisting of three 

members (Henry Lawrence, John Lawrence, and Charles Grenville Mansel). Henry 

Lawrence was appointed the head of a Board of Administration and rest of the two 

were the member of the Board of administration. Henry Lawrence was assigned to 

monitor the defense and the relations with the Sardars. John Lawrence dealt the land 

settlements and the other financial matters of the province. Charles Grenville Mansel 

was dealt with the powers of the justice and police. The Board of Administration was 

assisted by the most experienced British officer from all over the India. The defense 

and peace were given the top priority by the Board of Administration in the Punjab. 

To fulfill this task, the Board of Administration call out some officers of the Sikh 

army at Lahore and assigned new duties under the British rule. To protect the North 
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West part of the province, the Board of Administration had close contact with the 

frontier chiefs and tribesmen. The Board of Administration recruited ten regiments 

consisting five each cavalry and infantry. A Military police consisting on eight 

thousand were also recruited for the protection of law and order situation in the 

Punjab province. The Board of Administration also framed the code of civil law and 

gives the importance of the local customs, traditions and the holly books of the native 

communities. The Board of Administration made very simple the procedure of the 

justice so it became very popular among all the natives of the province. The Board of 

Administration ruled the Punjab from annexation of Punjab to January 1853.The 

Board of administration was dissolved in 1853 and status of province constituted as 

chief commissioner. Sir John Lawrence was appointed first chief commissioner of 

Punjab. Sir John Lawrence was most powerful administrative person in the 

administration of Punjab province. He has the power of the local authorities and also 

the commandant of the Punjab Frontier Force. Punjab Frontier Force was established 

during the period of Board of Administration in the British Punjab. The Board of 

Administration exercise its authority in all departments of governments in seven 

divisions and twenty-four districts under Governor General of India.
1
 

2.1  British Administration in Punjab  

After the War of Independence, the British Government established a strong 

and a powerful hierarchy of the administrative officers in all the districts of the Punjab 

province like the other areas of India. In 1859 the new British government of the 

Punjab rose to the full rank of an Indian province. John Lawrence became its first 

Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab.  The new provincial government divided the 

Punjab province in to seven administrative divisions, such as Ambala, Jullundur, 
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Amritsar, Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi and Leiah were divisional headquarters. Each 

division constituted the basic units of revenue police and judicial administration in the 

province. Each district was controlled by Deputy Commissioner while division 

headed by a Commissioner. Commissioner acted as an appellate judge and supervised 

the Deputy Commissioners.In1884 administrative changes were made in the province 

it retained five divisions and twenty nine districts in British Punjab.
2
Subordinate 

district officials fell into two categories: gazetted and non-gazetted officers, Assistant 

Commissioners and Extra Assistant Commissioners were gazetted; sub collectors 

(tehsildars) their deputies (Naib tehsildars) and office staffs at district and tehsil 

headquarters were non-gazetted. A Deputy Commissioner’s office staff consisted of 

superintendent, reader, record keeper deputy record keeper, revenue accountant, and 

superintendent of the village, accountants and departmental clerks. Superintendent 

oversaw all office operations; one of his major responsibilities was checking all 

records before they were filed in the record room. A reader was attached to every 

Assistant Commissioner to read documents on civil, criminal and revenue matters and 

endorse and arrange for the execution of orders. A read-keeper had custody of district 

records. A revenue accountant prepared returns of collections for forwarding to 

divisional headquarters kept revenue accounts and maintained records of processes to 

realize arrears and of measures for clearing balance sheets.  

 A district contained four or five tehsils under tehsildars. A tehsildar collected 

revenue and tried minor civil and criminal cases. Tehsildars were assisted by naib 

tehsildars, naib Tehsildar had charge of general business; a superintendent of village 

accountants over saw the village accounts and registered land titles. A cashier handled 

cash and stamps. 
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2.1.1 District Administration of Multan Region 

 Multan was the south western division of Punjab. The Sutlej divided it form 

state of Bahawalpur on the south east. The boundaries of Sindh on south west and on 

west the boundaries of Balochistan were touched it. On the east district, Montgomery 

and on the north the district Dera Ismail Khan was, the neighboring districts of 

Multan division from 1849-1884.The population of Multan Division was in the last 

three censuses from 1881 to 1901 as; in the census of 1881 was 2036956, in 1891 it 

was 2277605 and in the census of 1901 population was 3014675.The total area was 

29520 square miles and density of population was 102 people per square mile which 

was lowest in Punjab province compared with the provincial average 209 persons per 

square mile.
3
 

 At the time of annexation of Multan with East India Company in 1849, 

Herbert Edwards was made responsible for administration of occupied areas in the 

Multan region. But about the administration of some areas of Muzaffargarh, Mailsi 

and Multan was not finally decided because the Nawab Bahawal khan III (ruler of 

Bahawal Pur state) was claimed to be aided some southern areas of Multan in 

Bahawal Pur state at which his forces occupied during the war with the baloch tribes. 

The administration of the Multan region was always remained excellent during the 

Sikh rule and later in the time of British rule in the Punjab province. Multan was the 

head-quarters both of a Division and a district during the East India Company and 

British rule in Punjab.  

 In 1884 new administrative changes were made in the Punjab. The divisional 

head-quarter status of Leiah and Multan were abolished and Multan district was 

transferred in the Lahore division.
4
 It remained under the control to the commissioner 
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of Lahore for the next seventeen years. After the territorial changes the Punjab 

province had five divisions and these divisions were further divided in to twenty nine 

districts.
5
In 1901 the British government (Lord Curzon) again made territorial 

administrative changes in the Punjab province. All the territories lying on the west of 

the Indus were separated from Punjab and constituted a North Western Frontier 

province. This new province was administered as the chief commissioner province. 

As the North Western Frontier was made a new province in India the administrative 

changes were made in the boundaries of the divisional head-quarters of the Punjab 

province and Multan was reconstituted as the divisional head quarter.
6
 The district 

administration always remained very strong in all the administrative units of the 

province during the British period. The Deputy Commissioner and its other 

subordinate officers had a strong hold at the district administration. The Deputy 

Commissioner was the superior officer in the district and Commissioner in the 

division. These two officers had exercised the power of executive, revenue, civil and 

criminal justice. The strong hold and successful hierarchy of the officers in all the 

administrative units of the Punjab province, it creates a useful governance 

environment in the province as well in all the districts of the Punjab. These district 

administrative officers had very influence at the local peoples. Therefore, British 

government was remained successful to get the loyalty of a special class such as 

guardians of the shrines, land lords and chiefs of the different tribes in the Punjab. 

District officers of the British government had perfectly used vast executive powers. 

These British officers had allotted the big lands to the local peoples and appointed 

them at different honorary posts in all parts of the Punjab province. These loyal 

people also rewarded the British Government to use their services in the socio 

economic and political developments of the province. 
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 The Multan was under the administrative control of the commissioner of the 

Multan Division. The Deputy Commissioner had executive charge and combined the 

authorities of revenue collector magistrate and civil and criminal judge in the district. 

Deputy Commissioner was assisted in his executive work by Extra Assistant 

Commissioner which didn’t exceed seven in numbers. Each Extra Assistant 

Commissioner has exercised the power of the Magistrate of the first class. One was 

Sub-Divisional Officer of Khanewal his duty was concerned with the settlement of the 

Lower Bari Doab Colony his headquarter/office was also situated at Khanewal. Two 

of them were responsible for revenue work and one of them was in-charge of the 

treasury. A tehsildar and two or more naib tehsildars were deputed in each of the six 

tehsils of the Multan district. 

  The primary responsibility of all these officers were collection of revenue, the 

monitoring of revenue staff, records, and executive work in general; they had the 

power of a magistrate of the second or third class. The subordinate revenue staff was 

also appointed at village level for collection of revenue, monitoring of agricultural 

land and property. The village record, staff working under a sadar kanungo with two 

assistants was in 1900 on the strength as. In Kabirwala tehsil seventy patwaris, four 

assistant patwaris, four field qanungos, in Multan tehsil seventy three patwaris, four 

assistant patwaris, four field qanungos, in Shujabad tehsil sixty five patwaris, four 

assistant patwaris, three field  qanungos, in Lodhran tehsil sixty patwaris, four 

assistant patwaris, four field qanungos, in Mailsi tehsil fifty two patwaris, four 

assistant patwaris, four field qanungos and one office Kanungos was appointed in 

each of five tehsils of Multan district.
7
At the time of fourth settlement the subordinate 

revenue staff was reorganized. In Kabirwala tehsil seventy-seven patwaris, six field 

qanungos, in Multan tehsil eighty-one patwaris, seven field qanungos, in Shujabad 
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tehsil sixty patwaris, four field qanungos, in Lodhran tehsil sixty-five patwaris, five 

field qanungos, in Mailsi tehsil sixty-three patwaris, six field qanungos and five 

assistant patwaris were deputed in each of five tehsils of Multan district. In Khanewal 

Tehsil number of patwaris and qanungos were not permanently fixed because 

colonization in Khanewal tehsil was not complete. The organization and numbers of 

rural officers consist of zaildars, inamdars and lambardars were revised with time to 

time during different settlements. Zaildars were categories in 1
st
 grade, 2nd grade, 3rd 

grade while Inamdars in 1
st
 and 2

nd
 grade. The remuneration of the three grades of 

Zaildars was Rs.350 for 1
st
 grade, Rs300 for 2

nd
 grade and Rs.250 for 3

rd
 grade, and 

inamdars Rs.100 for 1
st
 grade and Rs.75 for 2

nd
 grade.

8
 

 Muzaffargarh district was the part of Multan Division and headed by Deputy 

Commissioner. A district judge, a treasury officer, and a revenue assistant 

commissioner assisted to deputy commissioner in his executive work. An additional 

Extra Assistant Commissioner was posted to the district for the six months from 15
th

 

October to 15
th

 April. The Deputy Commissioner was the District Magistrate and all 

Extra Assistant Commissioner has first class magisterial powers. The Tehsildars and 

Naib-Tehsildars have magisterial power of 2
nd

 class and 3
rd

 class. The Honorary 

Magistrates were also assisted to the official magisterial staff in the district. These 

Honorary Magistrates have magisterial power of 1
st
, 2nd and 3

rd
 class. Tehsildar was 

the in charge of each of three tehsils in the district. The naib-tehsildars were also 

posted in each tehsil to assist the tehsildars in revenue collection and in revenue work 

but in numbers they were different in each of three tehsils. In Alipur tehsil there were 

two Nain-tehsildars. There were two Naib-tehsildars in Muzaffargarh tehsil one each 

at Rangpur and Muzaffargarh. In the Sinawan tehsil there was only one tehsildar. An 

Extra naib-tehsildar was posted in Sinawan and Muzaffargarh tehsil for girdawari   
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work in kharif and rabi while one office Kanungos was in each of three tehsils of 

district.  

 Zaildars were appointed as 1
st
 regular settlement was started in this district. 

Their remuneration was one percent of the total revenue of their Zails and by special 

Inams. There were fifty-one zails with fifty-nine Zaildars at the time of 1
st
 regular 

settlement. But latter the numbers of Zails were reduced to forty-five and 

remuneration of Zaildars was fixed in three grades, for 1
st
 grade Rs. 200, for 2

nd
 grade 

Rs.150 and for 3
rd

 grade Rs.100 per annum. These Zails were divided in different 

numbers and grades in each tehsils of the district.
9
  

 The Punjab Government re organized zails and scheme of remuneration of 

Zaildars by revenue and financial secretary’s letter no.1 dated13th January 1903.
10

The 

Dera Ghazi Khan district is one of the southern districts of Punjab. It is situated at the 

extreme south-west corner of the Punjab. In the North it is bounded by Dera Ismail 

Khan District, on south two districts of Sind touches it. But at eastern side runs river 

Indus, which forms most of the part of its eastern boundary. The length of the district 

is approximately 180 miles and its width of the river to the base of the Suleman range 

varies from 40 miles at the center of the district to 20 miles at the northern and 

southern ends. The district is rectangular in shape and mainly consists of barren land 

compared to cultivated land. D. G. Khan District was under the control of the 

commissioner of Derajat, who is situated at D. I. Khan. In 1901 when administrative 

changes were made in Punjab Dera Ghazi Khan District was included in Multan 

Division. The District was divided into four tehsils of Dera Ghazi Khan, Rajanpur, 

Jampur, Sanghar. The Deputy Commissioner was in-charge of the District and each 

tehsil was headed by a tehsildar and a naib-tehsildar. The deputy Commissioner was 
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assisted by four assistant or Extra Assistant commissioners. One of them was in-

charge of the Rajanpur Tehsil and one of the district treasuries. The Political Assistant 

was an officer selected from police department of the province. He was commandant 

of the border military police and also exercised 2
nd

 class magisterial power.
11

 

2.1.2 Judicial Administration 

 The court of District and Session Judge was the higher civil and criminal court 

in district Multan, its headquarter was at Multan which includes the Districts of 

Multan, Muzaffargarh, Dera Ghazi Khan, Montgomery was included in its 

jurisdiction. Sub Judges were appointed for purposes of civil work Majority of them 

hold their office in Multan. Khanewal was the only tehsil where sub judge was 

regularly appointed. Multan was not a criminal district, murder cases were rarer in 

comparison to other districts of the North or central Punjab; Cattle lifting were a 

popular crime along the rivers, matrimonial cases were also common and were the 

main reason of serious crimes. The Deputy Commissioner was registrar for the district 

and there was a sub registrar at the headquarters of each of the six tehsils of district 

Multan. Khan Bahadur Syed Makhdum Rajan Shah was joint registrar and does most 

of the registration work in Multan. But he has not power to hear appeals.
12

The 

criminal statistics of the district show no high figures. Minor theft and cattle lifting 

were very common in Muzaffargarh district. The murder cases were recorder sixteen 

in 1906 fell in next year and recorded only nine. The power of the district was 

exercised by an officer. He was the member of the provincial service usually an extra 

Judicial Assistant. The provincial government had established different civil courts in 

district to prosecute civil and criminal cases. The civil courts in the District were 

following. 
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 The court of District Judge.  

 Three courts of Extra Assistant Commissioners with civil power of Munsiff 1
st
 

class. 

 Three courts of munsiffs exercising the power of Munsiff 2
nd

 class. 

 Two courts of Honorary Civil Judges: (I-Khan Bahadur Muhammad Saif 

Ullah Khan, exercising the power of Munsiff second class within the local 

limits of Khangarh police station, II M. Ghous Bakhsh exercising power of 

Munsiff third class within the limits of Ali Pur tehsil) 

 District Judge of Muzaffargarh was under the supervision of Divisional Judge 

Multan.
13

There were four Sub-Judges appointed in Jhang district for civil and 

criminal work. One of whom exercises judicial powers at Chiniot tehsil; other three 

were deputed at Jhang and deal with the judicial work of the rest of the district. 

Deputy Commissioner was the district magistrate. District Judge of Shahpur district 

was headed by both civil and criminal work of Jhang district. The tehsildars and naib-

tehsildar was exercised 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 class magistrate respectively. Two Honorary 

judicial benches were also constituted in district Jhang. In Jhang Maghiana a bench 

was consisting of i-Lala Atma Ram,ii-Khan Bahadur Muhammad Mauladad Khan, 

exercised 2
nd

 class powers. Faqir Muhammad Rashid Honorary Magistrate, Sajjada 

Nashin Shah Sadiq Nahang, exercised third class powers in Shorkot tehsil. Rai 

Bahadur Lala Girdhari Lal, Honorary Magistrate was exercised first class powers in 

district Jhang. There were thirteen Panchayats in the Jhang district at Barana, Basti 

Waryam, Bhawana, Chahtta Bakhsha, Horse Shaikh, Havli Bahadur Shah, Jaisal, 

Kandiwal, Kanwan wala, Kot Shakir, Massan, and Pir Kot Sadhana. The Deputy 

Commissioner was the registrar of the district, assisted by Rai Bahadur Lala Girdhari 

Lal as joint registrar and tehsildar of each tehsils was sub registrar for tehsil.
14
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The Deputy Commissioner as District Magistrate was responsible for criminal work, 

and has powers under the frontier Crimes Regulation. District Judge was supervised 

by Civil Judicial work. Deputy Commissioner and district judge were supervised by 

the divisional judge, who was also session judge. There were two munsiffs (judge) 

one at district headquarter and the other at Fazilpur during the winter and at Rajanpur 

during the summer. Tumandars also assisted the executive and judicial staff of the 

district for revenue collection and to maintain law and order situation in their tribes 

who had honorary magisterial and civil powers within the limits of their respective 

tribes. Nawab Sir Imam Bakhsh Khan, Sardar Behram Khan Mazari of Rojhan, Sardar 

Taggia Khan Leghari of Choti, Sardar Bahadur Khan Khosa of Bahadur garh, Sardar 

Drehan Khan Drishak of Asni, Sardar Jalab Khan Gurchani of Lalgarh, Sardar Ahmad 

Khan Lund of Shadan Lund, Sardar Fazal Ali Khan Kasarani of Kot Kasarani, Sardar 

Mazar Khan of Tibbi Lund. Nawab Sir Imam Bakhsh khan and Sardar Taggia Khan 

also exercise the power of assistant collectors 2
nd

 class. Rai Bahadur Hitu Ram of 

Shikarpur in Rajanpur tehsil had honorary criminal and civil powers.
15

 

2.1.3 Police and Jail Administration 

 The district police force of Multan was controlled by District Superintend of 

Police. Multan police force lies within the circle of the province, under the control of 

Deputy Inspector General of Police, Rawalpindi. The total strength of police in the 

district was three Inspectors, twenty-two sub-Inspectors, ninety-seven Sergeants and 

six hundred and seventy-four Constables. In addition to this force two Daffadars, and 

six town watchmen were also appointed in Tulamba and Dunyapur. The police force 

was distributed in Thana, outpost, and road posts. Police stations were divided into 1
st
 

class and 2
nd

 class police stations. The police stations were as; 
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 1
st
 class Thana; Multan city, Multan cantonment, Multan sadar, Alpa, 

Shujabad, Jalalpur Pirwala, Lodhran, Kahror, Mailsi, Mitru, Luddan, Tulamba, 

Sarai Siddhu, Kabirwala. 

 2
nd

 class Thana; Basti Maluk, Makhdum Rashid, Pakhi Mian, Sahuka. Out-

post; Qureshiwala, Aliwala, Souru, Makhdumpur, Pir-Mahal, Adamwahan, 

Nawabpur, Dunyapur.
16

 

The police force was aided by the services of the village watchman they were 

five hundred and twenty -two in numbers in the district.
17

There were two jails in 

Multan, the district and central jail. The civil surgeon was the superintendent of 

district jail who has under him a staff of a Jailor with Clerks and Wardens. District 

Jail receives prisoners from the Multan district, and also from Muzaffargarh. In the 

hot weather prisoners from Bhakar, Leiah, and Mianwali were also received in district 

Jail Multan. District jail contains accommodation seven hundred and forty-two 

prisoners. The Central Jail is situated four miles south-east of Multan who has under 

him a staff of one Jailor, one Deputy Jailor, two assistant Jailors, two Muharrirs, and 

several wardens. In central district jail of Multan accommodations were made for one 

thousand and sixty-eight prisoners and arrangements were being made for extended 

this to meet the requirement of 1500 prisoners. The jail contains prisoners whose 

sentence doesn’t exceed four years.
18

 

 The police force was in-charge of a Superintendent of police, who was 

assisted by deputy superintendent. Eighteen police stations were existed in the 

Muzaffargarh district. The strength of the police force was two Inspectors, twenty-

seven Sub-Inspector, seven Assistant-Sub-inspectors, eighty-six head constable and 

four hundred and fifty-two foot constables. There was a sub jail in the district and 
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convicted prisoners were sent to district or central jail Multan. 
19

The distribution of 

police stations in each tehsil was as Muzaffargarh; Muzaffargarh Khangarh, Rohallan 

wali, Kinjhar, Qurashi, and Rangpur. Alipur; Alipur, Sitpur, Khanwah, Jatoi, Shaher 

Sultan. Kot Adu; Alipur, Sitpur, Khanwah, Jatoi, Shaher Sultan. Leiah; Leiah, Karor, 

Chaubara and Kot Sultan. In addition to strength the police stations police outposts 

were constituted at; Langar Sarai, Munda, Sanawan, Khudai, and Panjnad. The town 

watchman also assisted the police force. The Town watchmen were appointed at 

Alipur, Karor, and Khangarh municipalities and the small towns of Daira Din Panah, 

Kot Adu and Khair pur Sadat.
20

 

 Jhang district was a part of the Multan division during the British rule in 

Punjab. In 1884 Multan division was abolished and district Jhang was transferred to 

the control of the commissioner of Lahore division. In 1901 again Multan division 

was revived Jhang district was again included in Multan Division. The district was 

headed by Deputy Commissioner, who has also power of District Judge, assisted by 

four extra assistant commissioner. Tehsildar was in-charge of each of three tehsils of 

district and assisted by two naib-tehsildars at Chiniot and one naib-tehsildar each in 

Jhang and Shorkot. Village staff was appointed in each of three tehsils of district for 

the revenue collection. One office Kanungos, six field Kanungos, ninety patwaris and 

seven assistant patwaris were deputed in Chiniot tehsil. One office Kanungos, seven 

field Kanungos, one hundred and nineteen patwaris and ten assistant patwaris were 

appointed in Jhang tehsil. One office Kanungos, four field Kanungos, sixty four 

patwaris and four assistant patwaris were appointed in Shorkot tehsil.
21

 The post 

office headed by superintendent of post office Chenab division, Layall pur and 

telegraph offices of the superintendent of Telegraph Lahore. 
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 The district police force was supervised by the superintendent of police. The 

police force of district Jhang consisted on one superintendent of police, one deputy 

superintendent of police, two Inspectors, eighteen Sub inspectors, six assistant sub 

inspectors, seventy-eight head constables, four hundred and thirty-nine Constables 

and one hundred and forty-nine Municipal policemen. There were eleven police 

stations three outposts, and ten road posts in the district. The district jail was in-

charged by the civil surgeon and had accommodation for three hundred and fifty 

prisoners. The district jail staff consisted of a Jailor, two assistant Jailors thirty-one 

wardens and three head wardens. A sub assistant surgeon was also attached to the 

staff.
22

 

 District Superintendent of Police was headed by a police department in the 

district. The strength and distribution of force were different in numbers in each 

tehsil. There were sixteen police stations in the district, in which three police stations 

were in each of tehsil Dera Ghazi Khan, Jampur, Rajanpur, were 1
st
 class police 

station and remaining seven police stations were 2
nd

 class. There were ten road posts 

were also constituted in the district of D. G. Khan. The Police stations were 

distributed in each tehsil as; Tibbi Kasarani, Taunsa, in Sangarh tehsil, Yaru, D. G. 

Khan, Kot Chutta, Sori Lund, and Choti, in D.G. Khan tehsil. In tehsil Jampur, Dajal, 

Harand, Jampur, Tibbi Lund, Rajanpur, Fazilpur, Kot Mithan, Rojhan, and Shahwali 

police stations were in tehsil Rajanpur. In addition to this force village watchman 

were also the part of the police department. There were Municipal stations in D. G. 

Khan, Jampur, Dajal, Rajanpur, and Mithankot. The Police Department was under the 

control of Deputy Inspector General, whose headquarter was at Rawalpindi.
23
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British government established strong administration system in the Punjab province. 

It was the result of the strong administration that British government of sub-continent 

succeeded to hold in the province and especially the south western part of Punjab. 

Multan region was dominated by the landed aristocracy and guardians of the shrine 

families. That’s why British officers excellently handled the situation of the province 

with administrative power sharing with local socially religiously and politically 

dominated people of the south region. British government awarded them honorary 

ranks and administrative status at different positions. The government also granted 

them lands during different land settlements and canal colonies. 

2.2  Land Settlements and Revenue collection in Multan Region 

 Immediately after complete annexation ordered were issued to the settlement 

officers to assess the socio economic condition and habits of the cultivators. The 

British government settled the land revenue with the actual tiller of the soil as 

possible.  During the Sikhs rule at Punjab the share of the land revenue was the half of 

the produce. In the new British revenue system, the cultivators were to pay their land 

revenue in cash in place of kind. John Lawrence reduces the land revenue than the 

Sikh period.
24

Land settlements were welcome by the farmers for early few years 

when the crop production was good and the price of the crops was also encouraging. 

With the result of these land settlements the crop production was very good but the 

price of the production was decreased nearly fifty percent in a few years because land 

cultivation was increased due the land settlements. In this situation the farmer wanted 

to pay the land tax in grain but the British officers refused to change the land revenue 

policy. In the early years of the annexation the British officers introduced a fixed cash 

assessment throughout the Multan district and the south region as well. This summary 
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settlement was known as the Charsala. It had been based on the estimated collection 

of last four years to annexation. The rate of the assessment imposed would be Rs.1-5-

0 per acre. The 1
st
 summary settlement was sanctioned in 1850 for a period of three 

years. The price rates assessed for the cash assessment were much higher than those 

actually prevailing during the settlement. In 1853 the second summary settlement was 

sanctioned in Shujabad and Lodhran tehsil and in 1854 for the other tehsils of the 

district Multan. 

 This settlement was carried out with some explanation. Government fixed rate 

was reduced in tehsils Shujabad and Lodhran. The assessment settlement was failed to 

satisfy. Because zamindars disliked annual measurements by which all new 

cultivation was not assessed at any general or circle rate, but at the average rate at 

which settlement assessment happened. The first regular settlement was introduced 

in1857-1860.The land were measured and soil classified. It was remedied of those 

defects that assessment and summery settlement were carried.
25

 The early land 

settlement revenue was the extension of the system of the North Western Province. 

Therefore, most of the settlement officers came from the North Western Province in 

the different areas of the Punjab province after the annexation. To get their revenue 

objectives the British government introduced the readymade system in the Punjab. 

The British government introduced Malahwari system in the Punjab, while zamindari 

system was enforced in the Madras and Bombay provinces. The whole village 

community was mutually evaluated for the land revenue in the Malahwari system. 

According to the share of land of the proprietors, they were made responsible for the 

collective payment of land revenue.
26

 The valuation was levied in each case on the 

basis of average collections of the earlier years. Sometimes a committee of the village 

elders, middlemen former sub collectors or local revenue officers was formed. The 
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valuation was then changed into cash at the market rates of the day. This settlement 

was known as the summary settlement. According to this settlement the person found 

in cultivating possession was treated as the landowner. The summary settlement was 

continued up to 1863.Regular settlement was carried out from 1863 to 1871 in the 

south west part (Multan region) and Punjab province. In 1871 Aland Revenue Act 

was passed by the Punjab government. Later this act was revised and substituted the 

Act of 1887. Under cash settlement a new agreement was signed between the British 

government and the proprietary body, this cash settlement was primarily for the 

twenty years and later forty. It remained responsible for the whole revenue even 

though it was spilt up among individual owners. The head man and land owners could 

be detained in case of default.
27

These regular settlements made the land revenue 

system of the British Punjab very positive. At the end of the 19
th

 century the land 

revenue did not exceed forty percent of the net assets. However, the land revenue 

system of the British in the Punjab invited lot of debate among the British officers. 

Because some British Land revenue officers of the Punjab saying that high land 

revenue is responsible for the farmer indebtedness and other saying that land revenue 

system under the British rule was much lower than the Sikh rule.
28

A fixed sum was 

levied in canal areas reduced to sixteen percent. In 1873 a revised settlement was 

sanctioned. The land revenue demanded of the second regular settlement compares as 

follows with the previous assessment. 

First Summary Settlement……….Rs.594151. 

Second Summary Settlement…….Rs.587835. 

First Regular Settlement…………Rs.485835. 
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Second or Revised Settlement……Rs.685016. 

The new revenue was eighty six percent of the half net assets and an increase of forty 

percent.
29

  The new demands were introduced in the riverine circle of Kabirwala Rabi 

and rest of tehsil kharif of the same year. In the riverbank circle of Multan from rabi 

and in the rest of district from kharif 1879.The Sidhnai Canal was opened in 1886 and 

Sidhnai canal irrigated land assessment was made fluctuating. In1888 fluctuating 

water rate charges were levied on the Haji wah Canal. The third Regular Settlement 

was sanctioned in October 1896. The third regular settlement came into force in the 

Kabirwala tehsil in Kharif 1899 and the rest of the district in kharif 1900.The third 

regular settlement was sanctioned for the period twenty years and land revenue was 

payable in two installments; Kharif, 15
th

 December to 15
th

 January, Rabi 15
th

 June to 

15
th

 July.
30

The assessment on the dates was imposed by other fixed land revenue. The 

assessment was made in the second and third settlements were as, at 2
nd

 settlement 

average rate per tree was 1 Anna, total Number of trees of date was 235522 and 

assessment was made   Rs.14366. In the 3
rd

 settlement average rate per tree was 1 

anna and 3 paisa, total Number of trees of date was 315055 and assessment was made 

Rs. 24521. The general aspect of the various assessments was made in the district 

since annexation is shown following table; no.2.1. 
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1st 

summary 

settlement 

 

2nd 

summary 

settlement 

 

1st regular 

settlement 

 

2nd regular 

settlement 

 

Average of 

5 years 

preceding 

3rd 

settlement 

Land revenue 

assessed 

Increase or decrease 

in land revenue 

percent 

Probable incidence of 

land revenue  per 

cultivated acre 

Rs.594151         …… Rs. a. p. 

1- 5- 0 

 

Rs.587835 

 

 -1 

 

1-4-11 

 

 

Rs.483835 

 

 

 +11 

 

1-1-9 

 

 

Rs.685016 

 

  +51 

 

1-5-0 

 

 

Rs.1031636 

 

 +30 

 

1-7-1 

Source: Gazetteer of the Multan District, by E.D.Maclagan, Esquire, C.S., 1901-02 

 The three great canal systems irrigated the district; the Sidhnai taking off from 

the Ravi, the Lower Sutlej Inundation Canals and Chenab Inundation Canals. They 

generally required to be supplemented by wells. Wheat was the main crop of the 

spring harvest. Gram and barley were also cultivated in the spring session. The 

autumn harvest covered pulses indigo, rice, cotton, sugar and maize. The area under 

cultivation was raised about 30 percent in the last 20 years, owing to the extension of 

canals and well irrigation. Loans for the construction of wells are taken readily and 

more than three lakhs was advancing under the Land Improvement Loans Act.
31

 

 The 1
st
 summary settlement assessment was too high Muzaffargarh. It has 

been levied as taken during the Sikh rule at Rs.1-8-0 per mound but the price soon fell 

on 10 to 12 Anna per mound. By introducing the second summery settlement 

agricultural revenue collection rates were reduced in some tehsils of the Multan 
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region. In Sinawan tehsil revenue was reduced by 10.5 percent, while in this 

Muzaffargarh and Alipur revenue increased by 6 and 21 percent respectively. The 

third summary settlement was made by Lieutenant Tighe, for the whole district. His 

assessments for each tehsil were as; Muzaffargarh, Rs.220592, Ali pur, Rs.141042 

and Sinawan, Rs.108660. 

 The working of the 3
rd

 summary settlement was very bad, due to the bad 

revenue administration of the district. The clearance and repairs of the canal were 

wholly neglected. The result was that cultivators were hard-up and the revenue 

suffered.
32

  The regular settlement was started in 1873 and was completed in 1880.In 

regular settlement assessment was made of date palm and grazing dues. Most of the 

revenue was fixed, but fluctuating assessment was sanctioned for the new cultivated 

areas. A revised settlement was undertaken in 1897 and finished in1903, nearly half 

the assessment was now fluctuating. The crop rate varying between Rs.2-4-0 and 6 

Anna was levied at mature crops, in addition to a lum sum on each well.
33

 On 

annexation  General van Cortland, the deputy commissioner of the Dera Ghazi Khan 

district made a summary settlement based on the full share of the produce taken by 

the Sikhs commuted into cash. The settlement was breaking down due to fall in price. 

Before the regular settlement two other summary settlements was sanctioned but 

assessment reasonably low pitch. By introducing the regular settlement, the fixed 

assessment system was to be levied and a demand of 4.25 lakh was sanctioned. The 

revised settlement was made between 1893to 1897, and fluctuating assessment were 

introduced. The rate range in revised settlement was Rs. o-2-4 to Rs.1-9-5 on irrigated 

land and Rs.0-5-7 toRs.0-0-4 on un-irrigated land and a demand of 5 lakh was 

imposed.
34
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 The canal irrigation was from the system known as Muzaffargarh Inundation 

Canals taking off from the Indus and Chenab in addition to the canal irrigation, large 

no well was used for irrigation of land in Muzaffargarh district. Wheat, barley and 

gram were the main crops of the spring harvest while rice, pulses, indigo and cotton 

were the main crops of autumn harvest in Muzaffargarh district. In the last twenty-two 

years from the second settlement the cultivation area increased by 28 percent, mainly 

due to the extension of canal irrigation. 

 The 1
st
 summary settlement basis was a reduction of 20 percent of total land 

revenue from 1 lakh to Rs.75000. The 2
nd

 summary settlement made a reduction of 18 

percent more and remaining Rs.63000 was paid total land revenue in Jhang district. In 

the first regular government land was demarcated and total revenue was fixed 2 lakhs. 

A revised settlement was taken out in 1880 in Jhang. In most part of the district each 

well was assessed a fixed sum. The total demand was 3.5 lakhs with increase of 

twenty-six percent. The rate of revised settlement was levied from Rs.0-8-0 to Rs.1-6-

4 on irrigated land and Rs.0-8-0 on un-irrigated land of district Jhang.
35

 

 The Chenab Canal was the main source of irrigation in Jhang district. The 

greater part of the district was irrigated by Chenab canal. In the colony canal 

irrigation was but little supplemented by wells. The construction of Chenab Canal has 

entirely revolutionized the agricultural conditions in the Jhang district. The 

government under the control of the Deputy Commissioner of Jhang a large area in 

Thal desert tree planting had been made in the Chenab colony in Jhang district.
36

 The 

area in square miles under each of the principal food grains in 1903-4 was following; 

table no.2.2. 
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Table No.2.2 

Main crop Area, in square mile 

Wheat 1333 

Great millet 170 

Maize 143 

Cotton 354 

Oil seeds 188 

Source; Provincial Gazetteers of India, Punjab, Vol. II 

2.3.  Conclusion 

After the annexation administrative boundaries of districts and divisional 

headquarters were changed according to the administrative requirements. The 

administrative boundary of Multan division was also reshuffled in 1861 when Leiah 

division was abolished and D.G Khan District was included in Multan division. 

Despite being slow in political and constitutional advancement the Punjab 

administration had to its credit some excellent works in other areas. Some of the 

greatest achievements of the administration were the successful land settlement 

collection of revenue system and most importantly the creation of a magnificent 

system of irrigation canals. These canals helped from some desert like Lyallpur into 

great irrigated lands. The Multan was primarily an agricultural district and division as 

well; in other words, agriculture was its main industry. But unfortunately both 

agriculture and the agriculturist were in a depressed state at the beginning of the 

British period. But under the British rule the price of land increased which enhance 

the power of peasant. The government also made legislation for the betterment of 

agriculture and agricultural; Punjab Alienation Land Act and which opened a new 
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chapter in the social and economic history of the province and laid the beginning of a 

beneficent agrarian policy of the government. 
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CHAPTER NO.3 

CANAL IRRIGATION SYSTEM AND AGRICULTURAL 

DEVELOPMENT IN BRITISH MULTAN 

 In 1849 at the time of annexation of the Punjab with the British only one 

fourth of the total area of the province was under cultivation and one fifth to one sixth 

of the total cultivated land was irrigated by the canal water in the province. The 

British government very soon realized the importance of the canal irrigation and 

extended the canal water capacity in the province. The British constructed the new 

canal in the different areas of the Punjab and extended the old ones. Although the 

government canals were the main source of irrigation but supplemented by other 

irrigation sources such as private canals, tanks and wells. All these developments by 

the British governments were made to increase the cultivated land and production of 

the agriculture. 

 The British Authorities introduced a fine irrigation system in the south west 

region of the Punjab, because the south western part of the province was lacked to 

receive the monsoon rainfall which was vital for the agriculture products. The winter 

season rainfall was also not sufficient for the winter crops. The most of the farmer 

used the well irrigation it was costly and insufficient for the agricultural need of the 

farmers of the south western part of the British Punjab. Inundation canal was the 

second traditional irrigation system in the Multan and it’s attach areas of the British 

Punjab. But these canals were the seasonal canals operational only during the high 

level of water in the rivers especially in the summer flood period. The Inundation 

canals were unable to irrigate the large area of land in the south western part of the 
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province. Therefore, the most land was arid and the people of this area were lived like 

nomadic society in the rural areas of the Multan region. The perennial canal started to 

construct by the British from 1885 onwards. The government also started canal 

colonies in this region which change the socio economic position of the people of the 

south western region of the Punjab Province during the British rule. 

Multan was primarily an agricultural district and division as well. The 

development in agriculture leads to improve the social and economic status of the 

masses and improved their standard of living. There were several methods of 

irrigation used in the Multan region. The soil was classified in the government 

records according to the method of irrigation. The soil classification of Multan region 

was such as; 

 Chai; irrigated by well alone. 

 Chai Nahri; irrigated by canals and wells. 

 Nahri; irrigated by canals alone. 

 Jhalari; irrigated by canal alone, but lift. 

 Chai Jhalari; irrigated by wells, but assisted by lift irrigation from canals. 

 Slab; subject to river flood. 

 Chai Sailab; well land assisted by river flood. 

 Abi; land irrigated by direct lift from rivers and ponds, etc. 

 Barani; depend on rainfall. 

There were two main reasons why suitable irrigation facilities were necessary 

for the agriculturist in the southwest part of Punjab province. First most of the part of 

south west Punjab were practically rainless. Secondly the people of this area were 
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mostly depended on agriculture to improve their social and economic life. The land 

irrigation was complementary for agricultural growth. The people of the Multan 

region used tradition method of irrigation and cultivated the land at small scale level. 

Therefore the rulers of Multan and it are adjoining areas introduced different methods 

of irrigation.
1
 

3.1  System of Irrigation 

The land had been categorized in the government records according to the means of 

irrigation. At the time of 3
rd

 settlement (1896-1901) in Multan the soil under 

cultivation were classified as follows: Table no.3.1 

Soil Acres Percent 

Wells unaided 45164 4.5 

Wells aided by canals 454443 45.4 

Wells aided by river flood 41759 4.1 

River flood and lifts from 

rivers 

126209 12.5 

Canals 311133 30.9 

Rain land 27025 2.6 

Total 1005773 100 

Source; Gazetteer of the Multan District, by E. D. Maclagan, Esquire, C.S., 1901-02 

3.1.1 Well Irrigation 

      The Persian wheel well was only found in the region. The value of well 

depends on the quality of the water on its depth from the surface and on the continuity 

of the supply. Well were found mostly in the areas in which water was not suitable 
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for drinking (Kharapani). Such well were found in Khanewal tehsil in the riverine 

area of the Ravi. In the other tehsils of the district well irrigation was complementary 

part of the agricultural system of the region. In summer months, mostly soil irrigated 

by canal water or river flood and well was unused in the greater part of the Multan 

district and in the south west region as well. The well was the main source of 

irrigation where the wells were unaided by canals or slab. 
2
 Well irrigation demands a 

fairly high level of the subsoil water. Therefore, well was mostly found useful where 

the depth of water was much less than thirty-five feet. In the south western districts of 

the Punjab, where well irrigation was most prevalent were Jhang and Muzaffargarh.
3
 

The well was significantly important in the agricultural economy of the Multan 

district and south western region of the Punjab province.
4
The lands attached to the 

well were very fertile. The area ordinarily cultivated by irrigation from a well was 

different in numbers in the different parts of the Punjab province. The number of 

wells increased from 279174 in 1906-07 to 310273 in 1928-29 and to 339768 in 

1938-39 in Punjab. The numbers of well were also increased in the Multan district 

between the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 settlements from 19343 to 26576.
5
The well irrigation of land 

was very old system in the world as well as in India. The well was used initially for 

the drinking water in the ancient times. In the different part of the Punjab and India 

well was used for the agriculture purpose during the Muslim Rule in Sub continent. 

But this type of irrigation was not at large scale level for agriculture purpose. British 

were trade minded persons. They had realized the importance of the agriculture 

development and the means of irrigation very soon. The British government 

supported the farmers to cultivate the more and more land so that agriculture 

production should increase. The provincial and the district government financially 

supported the poor farmers to excavate the new wells and repair the old ones. It was 
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the result of the British government policy that the number of well increased during 

the all four land settlements. The well irrigation was not only in the Multan but it was 

also common in other districts of the Multan division such as Muzaffargarh, D.G. 

Khan and Jhang.     

The soil of Muzaffargarh district may be divided into four different categories. 

(i) the riverine area,(ii) the chahi sailab area,(iii) the central canal irrigation and (iv) 

the Thal.
6
 The flood water of river Indus spread over the low lying areas of the 

western side of the district. Kharif crops were grown at high lying areas in the 

western side of the district which were above the reach of flood water. The crops of 

jowar, cotton, and til (oil crop) were cultivated in Kharif while wheat was the major 

crop of Rabi. The flood water of the river Chenab was not spread in large and wide 

areas in Muzaffargarh district, but the Chenab flood water and silt was much more 

fertile than the Indus. The fertility of the Chenab in the Muzaffargarh district was due 

to the rich silt brought down by the Jhelum. The crops grown on the Chenab were 

also the same as on the Indus.
7
 

 In Muzaffargarh district the soil classification was based on means of 

irrigation. Agricultural point of view cultivated land was divided into three divisions: 

irrigated by flood, irrigated by the canal, and irrigated by wells. Irrigation from well 

was carried on by means of Persian wheels. No other form of water lift was in use in 

Muzaffargarh district. The district had no unirrigated cultivation. In 1901-02 total 

cultivated area was 392,468 acres or 615 square miles, of this area 54888 acre or 84 

square miles were irrigated by wells and 135493 acres or 218 square miles by wells 

and canals.
8
 Throughout the Muzaffargarh district no profitable cultivation was 

possible without the aid of a well irrigation. Wheat was the most important crops and 
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fifty to sixty percent of the total wheat cropped area was cultivated by well 

irrigation.
9
The numbers of new wells increased in the Muzaffargarh district during 

the third and at the end of fourth settlements. In 1903-04 total 20,370 wells were used 

and 26,471 numbers of wells were aided for irrigation in the district in 1925-26.
10

 In 

tehsil Kot Adu many new wells were sunk for more irrigation from Kot Sultan and 

Maghassan. The increase of well was the indication of the growing prosperity of the 

tehsil Kot Adu. In the south of Muzaffargarh tehsil, the sunk of new wells were a 

proof of shortage of water supply from the Chenab and Maggi canal. In the north of 

Alipur new wells were dugout due the decrease of water supply from the canals.
11

 

  Well irrigation was very useful in the district of Muzaffargarh because the 

most of the area of this district was sandy. The population of this district was lived 

scattered. In this situation well irrigation/ cultivation was easy and useful of the 

farmers. The shortage of the water from the Chenab and the Indus was also one of the 

main reasons of well irrigation. In the initially years of the British rule in the south 

west region the inundation canal was the source of irrigation. These canals were very 

few in numbers and secondly these canals had no proper head works at the river. The 

farmer prefers the well irrigation over the inundation canal water of the river because 

it was easy and every time available to them.  

 The soil of district Jhang was divided into different categories according to 

irrigation such as; sailab tract, well tract, chahi nahri tract and from the nahri tract 

(canal). The cultivation in the Jhang district mostly depended on river flood and well 

irrigation. In the central part of the Jhang district canal irrigation was in use due to 

low rainfall in the district. The district was practically rainless after the 15
th

 

September and consequently very little plough was attempted in winter in unirrigated 
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areas. All the major crop of Rabi and Kharif were cultivated in the district such as; 

tobacco, vegetable, sugarcane, chana, cotton wheat.
12

In district Jhang the lifting water 

was in use by means of Persian wheel. Either it required to lift water from a well or as 

a Jhallar (lift) from the river creeks. The wells were naturally divided into two 

categories: the well in the uplands and well in the riverine. In 1903-04 the total 

cultivated, irrigated land were 2799 square miles of the Jhang district. From which 

453 square miles were irrigated by wells, 23 square miles from wells and canals, 2319 

square miles by canals and 4 square miles by tanks.
13

Although wells played important 

role in the cultivation of lowlands in district Jhang, but when canal irrigation was first 

introduced the numbers of well was reduced. In the Jehlum Nehri Circle of the Chinot 

and Jhang tehsils of the Jhang district. The details of unused wells in the Chinot and 

Jhang tehsils were as in the below table no.3.2. 

Table No.3.2. 

Tehsils 1904-05 1922-23 

Chinot 844 557 

Jhang 1123 681 

Source; Punjab District Gazetteers, vol.xxxiv part A, Muzaffargarh District Gazetteers, 1929 

In the areas of the Jhang district, well was mostly used in the last half of the 

19
th

 century. As the canal system was started by the British Government in the last 

quarter of the 19
th

 century, the number of well was decreased in the areas of the 

district such as shown in the above table no.3.2. In D.G. Khan well was also used for 

drinking water, and irrigation of land because naturally division of the land in the 

D.G. Khan district. The several methods of irrigation were used in D.G. Khan district 
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of the Multan region such as: Hill torrent, irrigation by well, canal supplemented by 

well irrigation, river flood, and irrigation by means of jhallars. The total number of 

wells in the district was marginally changed with the revision of settlement. In pachad 

area the deeper wells were used for drinking water the rope and bucket were used and 

for the irrigation of land Persian wheel was used. The district contains total number 

9076 wells in 1898 from which 8302 were in use and 774 were out of use.
14

The use 

of well were increased at the end of third settlement and for the period of the fourth 

settlement, it was 10029, brickwork, walls3082 unbricked wells all worked by cattle 

with Persian wheel.
15

The total cultivated area of the district was1234 square miles in 

1903-04;of this area 547square miles were irrigated. From which seventy two square 

miles were irrigated by wells, and 269 square miles irrigated by wells aided canals.
16

 

In the areas of D.G. Khan district land was irrigated by different means during 

the Sikh rule and later in the British period such as Hill torrent, well, canal, river 

flood, and jhallars due to its soil classification and some natural division of the land 

of the district. The most of the land was irrigated by the well or well aided canals in 

the D.G. Khan district. One main reason behind this was that most of the population 

of this district used the well water for drinking and land irrigation. 

 The flood water of three different rivers; the Ravi the Chenab and the Sutlej 

were mostly irrigated the soil of Multan district. In Muzaffargarh and Jhang flood 

water of the Chenab and Indus rivers irrigated the soil of the districts, while the flood 

waters of the Indus River irrigated the land of D. G. Khan district. The old river's 

branches penetrate the banks of the rivers and rejoin the main river below. In these 

branches of the rivers flood water may flow in summer. When the floods came down 

in June and July til, (oil crop),jowar, bajra were cultivated and in September and 
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October peas, methra, gram and wheat.
17

In D. G. Khan district the cultivation of flood 

irrigated land was of the simple order. When the flood water had retired earliest in 

July, August some kharif crops of til bajra, and jowar was grown on flood irrigated 

land but rabi crops were grown in most of the land.
18

 

3.1.2 Canal Irrigation 

At the time of the annexation of the Punjab only one-fourth of the total area of 

the Punjab province was under cultivation and one sixth to one fifth of the cultivated 

area was regularly irrigated. The most of the irrigated land was matured by the 

inundation canals.
19

When Punjab came under the British rule the inundation canals 

were already existed in the Punjab. These canals had been drawn from the river 

Sutlej, the Chenab, and the Indus to irrigate the lowlands in the valley of those 

rivers.
20

In some parts of Punjab these canals were silted and useless. The British 

Government made efforts to restore them to a working condition and the old channels 

were cleared remodeled and extended. New canals were excavated by the British. 

Several private canals dug by its owners were taken the charge by the British 

government at the request of their owners.
21

The British Government also encouraged 

to dig private canals and a great deal was done to extend cultivation in this 

manner.
22

Bari Doab Canal was the first canal irrigation project by the British 

Government in the Punjab. This project was started in 1850 and completed in 1860-

61. This canal irrigated the land of the Lahore Gurdaspur and Amritsar districts of the 

Punjab Province. At the end of the 19
th

 century Bari Doab Canal irrigated the total 

land 861301 acres and this canal irrigated 1.5 million acres land of these three 

districts by the end of 1845-46.
23

The British government remodeled the western 

Jamuna canal in 1873. This canal irrigated the land 990826 acres of the Karnal, Dehli, 
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Hisar and Ambala by the end of 1836-37. The Sirhand Canal constructed to irrigate 

the land lying between the rivers Sutlej and Ghaggar. This canal started to irrigate the 

land in 1885.
24

The Lower Chenab canal project was the most wide-ranging irrigation 

system in the British Punjab as well as in India. It irrigated the areas of the 

Gujranwala, Sheikhu pura, Lyallpur and Jhang. The Lyallpur took its birth due to this 

canal. The construction of the Lower Bari Doab Canal was the turing point in the 

socio economic history of the Punjab and the south region as well. This canal 

annually irrigated the 25 lakhs acres’ land of Gujranwala, Sheikhu pura, Lyallpur and 

Jhang districts. 

In 1901 Lord Curzon appointed irrigation commission in India. The 

commission was consisting of irrigation and revenue experts and commission toured 

the whole India in 1901-02 and presented its report in 1903.
25

The most important 

irrigation work constructed in the Punjab following the recommendations of the 

irrigation commission was the Triple Canal Project which linked up Jhelum, Chenab, 

and Ravi rivers and made it possible to construct the Upper Jhelum, the Upper 

Chenab, and the Lower Bari Doab canals.
26

 In 1901-02 the position of the 

government canals in operation were such as shown by the following table no.3.3. 
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Table No.3.3.   

Serial Canal Area irrigated in 

1901-02(acres) 

1 Bari Doab Canal 856041 

2 Chenab Canal 65367 

3 Sidhnai Canal 114132 

4 Upper Sutlej Inundation canals 170849 

5 Indus Inundation canals 174220 

6 Lower Sutlej canal 163775 

7 Chenab Inundation canals 114617 

8 Muzaffargarh Inundation canals 291797 

Source; B.S.Saini, The Social and Economic History of the Punjab;1901-1939, Dehli,1975. 

The British government work at canal irrigation at top priority, but the private 

canals were also very useful for the cultivation in Punjab as well in the south western 

region of the province. In 1901 the total irrigation area from the private canals were 

4,10,610, acres. The cultivated land from the private canals were increased in the 

early decades of the 20
th

century and it was 4,44,098 acres in 1938-39. 

3.2  Triple Canal Project 

 Triple canal project was the largest and main irrigation project by the British 

in India till 1905. The main object of the Triple Canal Project was to irrigate the 

Ganji Bar in the watershed between the river Ravi and the Sutlej. A scheme for a 

canal was prepared and submitted to the Irrigation Commission in 1901.At the 

recommendation of Irrigation Commission of 1901, a Triple Canal Project started in 

January 1905.
27

The Triple Canal Project embraces the construction of the Upper 

Jhelum, the Upper Chenab, and Lower Bari Doab canals to irrigate the Ganji Bar by 
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the surplus water from the river Jhelum. The whole Triple Canal Project was 

completed in March 1917at a total cost of Rs.10.1 crores.
28

Other three main irrigation 

projects (the Sutlej Valley Project, Haveli Project and Thal Project) were started 

under triple canal project in 1919. Because according to the Montagu Chelmsford 

reforms of 1919, a dyarchy system was introduced in the center and irrigation 

department became the transfer subject under the dyarchy system in the Montagu 

Chelmsford reforms of 1919.Irrigation department made more progress when this 

department came under the transfer subject. 

3.3  The Upper Jehlum Canal 

 The work on the Upper Jehlum Canal was started in 1904- 1905. This canal 

carries the extra water from the Jehlum for stock up the supplies of the river Chenab. 

The Upper Jehlum Canal was also design to irrigate 3.44. lakhs acres annually in the 

district Gujrat. This canal’s total direct expenditure on the canal amounted to Rs 

2.51.crores and to Rs 4.23 crores in 1915-16.
29

 When the canal was formally opened 

for irrigation but no irrigation was done. In its early working days this canal runs in 

loss. The Upper Jehlum Canal was in loss because the water rates were collected for 

the Kharif crops only. This canal started to worked at profit after the Montagu 

Chelmsford reform of 1919, when the irrigation department was declared as transfer 

subject. Canal irrigation made more progress under the native minister. The Upper 

Jehlum Canal irrigated the land 3.46 lakhs acres in 1928-29. This canal was one of 

the important part of the Triple Canal Project, but its financial record considered 

alone is largely fictitious. 

 



 

88 
 

3.4  Upper Chenab Canal 

 It was designed to irrigate chiefly in Gujranwala district and to carry supplies 

to the river Ravi for use by the Lower Bari Doab.
30

 Work on this commenced in 

1906-07 at an estimated cost of Rs.3.61 crores and canal was opened for irrigation in 

April 1912.
31

As a matter of fact, this canal was being a greater measure feeder for the 

lower Bari Doab Canals a commercial proposition. It can be judged only by its own 

financial results.
32

In 1912-13 it irrigated 1.16 lakh acres and the net revenue realized 

fell short of the expenditure by nearly Rs.6000.
33

The area irrigated in 1938-39 was 

6.52 lakh acres and the canal realized an income of Rs.37.84 lakhs. In 1938-39 it 

earned a net profit of Rs.10.07 lakhs 0r 2.39 percent on capital expenditure.
34

 

3.5  Lower Bari Doab 

 The headwork of the canal is situated at Balloki in the Lahore district. The 

canal was designed to irrigate annually 8.77 lakh acres in the Okara and Montgomery 

tehsils of the Montgomery district and the Khanewal tehsil of the Multan 

district.
35

The area served lies between the Ravi and the old bead of Beas and 

consisted of a narrow strip 134 to150 miles in length. This canal was constructed at 

an estimated amount of Rs. 2.16 crores.
36

The construction work of the canal was 

started in 1906-07 and it was formally opened for irrigation in April 1913and in the 

early years did not earn any profit.
37

But soon it became a commercial asset of the 

government. In 1921-22 it earned 10.56 percent of the total capital expenditure of the 

project.
38

 In 1928-29 the irrigated area was 12.62lakhs and it earned profits of 24.77 

percentages of the total capital outlay.
39

This was the most remunerative canal of the 

Triple Canal Project. The Lower Bari Doab has thirty six major and minor 
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distributaries with a total length of over 1000 miles.
40

The sixty percent of the Crown 

area had been allotted to the peasant of colonists and indigenous population and eight 

percent had been acquired by the auction purchasers. The remaining one third was 

devoted to special objects. This includes grants to land holder gentry, in service 

conditions, for irrigation plantation and cattle farms.
41

The project of the canal had, 

moreover restored to prosperity several of the leading families of the district. Those 

people were very lucky who had sufficient piece of own land on it or to whom the 

British government had made large grant. 

3.6  The Sutlej Valley Project 

 The Sutlej Valley Project was the direct outcome of the great Triple Canal 

Project. There were many inundation canals on the right and left bank of the Sutlej 

drawing their supplies from the river. There were no proper weirs at their heads at the 

rivers. In case of some canals there were no means of controlling the volume of water 

entering them.
42

All the surveys related with the project were completed in 1909-10 

and the work was estimated to cost Rs.19.75 crores.
43

However the project received 

approval from the secretary of state for India in December 1921.The work was started 

immediately on four main canals namely, Pakpattan, Dipal pur, Eastern and Mailsi.
44

 

Pakpattan canal was ready for irrigation in 1926 and Remaining three canals were 

opened for irrigation in 1927-28.However the whole project was completed in March 

1933.
45

 In 1931-32 total expenditure of the project stood at Rs.21.37 crores including 

Rs.11.51 crores from the partner states Bahawalpur and Bikaner.
46

In the 1
st
 year of its 

operation 1926-27 the Pakpattan Canal irrigated 26256 acres and in next year 

irrigated area were much increased and reached nearly 77751 acres. In 1928-29 it 

reached 3 lakh acres.
47

The irrigated areas steadily increased and reached at 4.60 lakhs 
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in 1931-32.
48

 The area of Pakpattan canal increased and reached 6.68 lakhs acres in 

1938-39.The area irrigated by the Dipal pur, Mailsi, and Eastern Canals were 3.35 

lakh acres, 2.26 lakh acres and 1.06 lakh acres in 1928-29 respectively.
49

 In 1938-39 

irrigated area of Dipal pur, Mailsi and Eastern canals were 4.79 lakh acres, 3.85 lakh 

acres and 1.54 lakh acres respectively.
50

During 1928-29 the Sutlej Valley Project 

worked at loss of Rs.30.13 lakhs. The loss was due to the fact that the system had not 

fully developed and also because heavy rains damaged the crops irrigated by the 

Eastern canal.
51

The total income of the project in 1938-39 was Rs.98.64 lakhs and the 

net profit was Rs.38.58 lakhs.
52

By the end of 1938-39, therefore the Sutlej Valley 

Project had become fairly remunerative and was one of the greatest commercial assets 

of the Punjab province. 

3.7  The Haveli Project 

 According to the Haveli Project Trimmu barrage was constructed at the river 

Chenab and divert the waters of the rivers Jehlum and Chenab in to the river Ravi 

near Sidhnai. This project was originally planned in 1916 and a fresh estimate and a 

new design was made in 1926-27.The Haveli Project was designed to irrigate 15.50 

lakhs acres under perennial and non-perennial irrigation at an estimated cost of 

Rs.5.36 crores.
53

This project was sanctioned by the government in April 1937 and 

work was started in October 1937.
54

This project was completed in the year 1938-39 

and was opened in April 1939.The Karam, Ganesh and Taliri canals of Muzaffargarh 

canal system as well as Sidhnai canal and Chenab inundation canals were 

amalgamated with the system during 1938-39.In the same year the total area irrigated 

by the Haveli Canals System amounted to 7.23 lakh acres.
55

This was the first year of 
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its working and showed satisfactory results and therefore held out hopes for the 

future. 

In 1887-88 the area irrigated by all classes of canals was 23.41 lakh acres, with the 

opening of the Lower Chenab Canal. In 1901-02 Lower Jehlum Canal was opened 

and irrigated area rose to 54.73 lakh acres. With the opening and expansion of the 

Triple Canal Project it rose rapidly and stood at 1.02 crores acres in 1920-21. Further 

as a result of the opening of the Sutlej Valley Project the canal irrigated area reached 

1.22 crore acres in 1928-29 and 1.31 crore acres in 1938-39.
56

 

 Besides, the excavation of new canals and the makeover of old ones, the 

colonization of the unfertile land of the South Western part of the Punjab was another 

important project of the British. According to Imran Ali, the main purpose of the 

British Government was to promote agricultural development, increase the revenue 

base, protected the political support and enable the recruitment in the army.
57

The 

huge area of the South Western Punjab had been lying waste for thousands of years 

due to lack of sufficient rainfall. Only semi-nomadic population known as Janglis 

wandered and grazed the cattle. The British believed that Janglis were not only less in 

number but also lacked the agricultural skills which were required for cultivating the 

cash crops. The peasants from central districts of Punjab such as Jalandhar, 

Hoshiarpur, Gurdaspur and Ludhiana were selected and settled in these lands.
58

 

 The British achieved some objectives of the new irrigation policy. First the 

British government was succeeded to transfer the peoples from the most populous 

districts of the Punjab province to the new canal colonies areas. Secondly new settlers 

bring under cultivation vast barren land because they were expert in agriculture. 

These developments not only increase the socio-economic position of the people of 
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this area but also enhance the revenue of the British. Besides the regular canals, 

several inundation canals were taken off from the lower course of rivers Sutlej, Ravi, 

Chenab, Indus and Ghaggar. These canals irrigated the area of Multan, Muzaffargarh, 

Jhang, and Dera Ghazi Khan. The length of the main canals in the Punjab were 2810 

miles and the length of its distributaries, 14,827 milesby1936-37. Total land irrigated 

from all sources in 1936-37 in British India was 51,136,212acres of which 15,604,907 

acres or 30.7 percent lay in the Punjab.
59

 

 The canals in the Muzaffargarh district were inundation canals. These canals 

flow only those days when the rivers run high? There were two canal systems in the 

Muzaffargarh district, the Indus canal system and the Chenab canal system. In the 

Leiah tehsil of the Muzaffargarh district except few hundred acres in the south west 

there was no canal irrigation. The mostly western area of Muzaffargarh, Kot Adu and 

Ali pur were irrigated by Indus inundation canals and the eastern areas from the 

Chenab. 
60

 There were six Indus canal in Muzaffargarh district which the two were 

the Kot Sultan and Maghassan. These canals take water from creeks in Indus in the 

south of Leiah tehsil of Muzaffargarh. These were the best canals in the district. The 

Maggi was the biggest canal in the district, which takes water from Indus where the 

river is swinging to the west and had washed away the old Dera Ghazi Khan town.
61

 

The Ghuttu canal was situated further south of Maggi canal it takes water from a 

large creek in Indus. The other two canals the Puran and the Suleman derived its 

water from the Indus and irrigated the Ali pur tehsil of Muzaffargarh district.
62

 

 There were three Chenab canals in Muzaffargarh district. The Karam canal 

was situated in the northern part of the district. It takes off from the Jhang district and 

irrigated the areas round Rangpur town. Taliri and Ganesh canal commanded the 
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same area from the north of Muzaffargarh town to the south border of the 

Muzaffargarh tehsil. The Sutlej valley project will take off from Panjnad
63

, in the 

Muzaffargarh district, where the weir was built. The district was received with no 

benefit from this weir.
64

The British had made many efforts to make new canals and 

repair the old ones in the Muzaffargarh district. Due to the natural division of the soil 

canal and agriculture department of the Muzaffargarh district was failed to get 

positive results of the canal irrigation. The most of the soil of the Leiah and the Kot 

Adu tehsils of Muzaffargarh district was sandy and it was not suitable for the 

agriculture. The land tracts which were useful for the cultivation it was not produced 

bumper crops due to infertility of the land. The most of the farmers of these two 

tehsils depends at well irrigation or rain for cultivation of land. The people of these 

areas grazed their animals and lived a nomadic life. As the British introduced canal 

irrigation in the district the people started to live at permanent basis in the rural areas. 

The two main canals system commanded the land in Jhang district. The Lower 

Chenab canal system irrigated the land of three tehsils of Jhang district and Lower 

Jehlum canal irrigated the villages that situated between the Chenab and Jehlum 

rivers.
65

 The Lower Chenab system irrigated the number of villages in the colony and 

non-colony area in the Jhang such as following table. Table No.3.4. 

Tehsil Colony villages Non- colony 

villages 

Total 

Chinot 98 64 162 

Jhang 83 32 115 

Shorkot 31 19 50 

Total 212 115 327 

Source; Punjab District Gazetteers, Vol. xxxiv part A, Muzaffargarh District 

Gazetteers, 1929 
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The lower Jehlum canal irrigated total 211 villages in two tehsils of Jhang 

district. In which the one hundred and nine villages were in tehsil Chiniot and one 

hundred and twelve villages in tehsil Jhang.
66

 These were non-colony villages which 

were irrigated by the Lower Jehlum canal. The duty per cusec had been raised on both 

canals but position can never be satisfactory. Only forty percent of the commanded 

area was irritated because the district was at the tail of both canals. The D. G. Khan 

district was divided into fifteen assessment circle and these circles were determined 

by the method of agriculture. In which six circles were in Rajanpur tehsil and three 

circles were in each tehsils Jam pur, D. G. Khan and Sangarh.
67

 When a good tract 

was commanded by canal half crops irrigated with canal water, such as; jowar, indigo 

or rice and other crops such as cotton, wheat and tobacco which required well water 

with or without canal water. The D. G. Khan district had been formed by the action of 

the hill torrents on the one side and the other side the river Indus. The most of the 

cultivation of the district depended on water from one of these two sources. The river 

Indus begins to rise in May, June and feed the inundation canals of Rajanpur tehsil of 

the D. G. Khan district. It’s continued high in the end of August and then begins to 

subside reached its cold water level at the end of September. The most of the farmers 

of the district depends on well or inundation canals for cultivation of lands. Although 

British administration of the D.G. Khan district made many efforts to developed canal 

irrigation system in all parts of the district, but the soil classification and some natural 

hazards made it impossible for the British. 

3.8  Canal System in Multan 

Multan was consisted on mostly uncultivated land during the first and second 

settlement and near about half of the Multan district was government waste.
68

 The 
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British government introduced an irrigation system by excavated canals in Punjab. 

British’s designed number of irrigation projects from 1886 and onward in Punjab as 

well as Multan region. Because the British government wanted to increase cultivated 

land so that revenue of the government should enhance. The government canal of the 

district was as following. 

i-The Old Inundation canals  

ii-The Haji wah canal  

iii-The Sidhnai canal  

iv-The Lower Bari Doab canal
69

 

3.8.1 The Old Inundation Canals 

All the inundation canals had not been dug more than one hundred and sixty 

years ago. These canals were mostly excavated because the drying up the Beas and to 

the change in the course of the river Ravi. The inhabitants of the areas dug inundation 

canals for the mode of providing water for their lands. Some inundation canals were 

dug by the former ruler of Multan and others by powerful zamindars or associated 

village communities aided by government. The management and control of the canals 

were entirely in the hands of the government.
70

The most of the Chenab canals were 

excavated by the Pathan when they were the ruler of Multan and Shujabad. The Sutlej 

canals were dug by Daudpotras and Diwan wah one of the Sutlej canals was 

excavated by Dewan Sanwan Mal who also enlarged and improved several others.
71
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3.8.1.1The Inundation Canals from the Chenab 

3.8.1.1.1The Matital 

It was built in 1830 by Yar Muhammad a zamindar. It takes out a few miles 

below the junction of the Ravi and Chenab. The Matital has its head in mouza 

Mamdal. Its head had frequently changed. It was normally opened on 15
th

 Mayand 

closed on 20 September. The chief nahri crops in the kharif were jowar and til. In the 

rabi the wheat was sown with canal water and matured by the well.
72

 

3.8.1.1.2 Wali Muhammad 

Wali Muhammad canal was made in 1735 by Wali Muhammad Khakwani 

governor of Multan. The same channel of the river to the head regulator also supplies 

the khadal with its branches the Tahirpur and Durana Langana.(The Tahirpur branch 

was made by Sayed Rahman Shah in 1815).
73

 

3.8.1.1.3 The Durana Langana 

This canal was originally a small cut, dug by Kaim a zamindar in 1760. It was 

amalgamated with Wali Muhammad canal in 1896.The Durana Langana and Wali 

Muhammad canals had a common head. They separated at the Bosan Regulator and 

the flow southwestern direction of the Multan tehsil.
74

 

3.8.1.1.4 The Sikandar abad canal 

Nijabat Khan made it in 1777 its original head was in the bakery and then 

changed to Nawab pur. It flows south-west through Multan and near Sher Shah it 
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sends off the Gajjuhatta canal from which the upper and lower Bakhtu wah and the 

Panjani branches take off lower down.
75

 

3.8.1.1.5 Baloch wah 

It was dug by baloches of bet kesar. This serves some twenty villages towards 

the south of Chenab in Shujabad tehsil. It opens late and closed early and little kharif 

crops are grown on it. The rabi crops were generally grown good.
76

 

3.8.1.1.6 The Diwan wah 

It was made in 1831 by Ghulam Mustafa Khan Khakwani. It had included the 

irrigation of the area formerly served by a small separate canal called the Sultan wah 

Khurd, since 1878.
77

The Jamwah Khurd and the Jamwah Kalan were made by Jam 

Khan Daudpotra in the time of Nawab Sadiq Khan. The Jamwah Khurd was formed 

part of Diwan wah at Karam pur in 1899.The Kabil wah and Sadiq wah were linked 

up with this canal since 1894.
78

 

3.8.1.1.7 The Bahawal wah Mailsi 

Nawab Bahawal Khan was made it in 1753.The Sultan wah was the branch of 

Bahawal wah from which the Aban wah Jamarani wah and Nazar wah take out. The 

Sultan wah was linked up to the Bahawal wah Mailsi in 1894.
79

In 1903 several 

inundation canals were linked up with it. Except in the south west corner of the tehsil 

there were no government minors. But from Karam pur onwards were direct outlets 

through which water reached the fields along small water channels. 
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3.8.1.1.8 The Muhammad wah-Sardar wah 

Muhammad wah and Sardar wah was excavated by Muhammad Khan 

Daudpotra now these two canals have a common head at Hassu Jiya. The Sardar wah 

divided into two canals at tail known as The Lar Dozakhi and Lar Bihishti. They 

irrigated mainly in the Lodhran Tehsil but give water to a few villages of Shujabad.
80

 

3.8.1.1.9 The Bahawal wah Lodhran 

It was made by Nawab Bahawal Khan. This canal was taken off from the 

Kotla creek in the main stream of river Sutlej. Several others canals were linked up 

with Bahawal wah Lodhran canal which each had formerly a separate head. The 

Sheikh wah Sharkia had three branches; 

The Ali wah, Kadir wah and Jami. The Sheikh wah, the Mubarik wah and the 

Khan wah were amalgamated with Bahawal Lodhran in 1880.
81

 At the beginning and 

end of the season the canal has the benefit of surplus water from the Sardar wah. But 

a recent change in the river Sutlej had, however much improved matters. At the five 

year ending 1898-99 the average area irrigated by these canals was such as below 

table no.3.5. 
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Table No.3.5 

Name of canal Area matured 

in acres 

Name of canal Area matured in 

acres 

Matital 9357 Diwan wah 21952 

DuranaLangana 24199 Jamwah Khurd 14431 

Wali 

Muhammad 

36971 Jamwah Kalan 18434 

Sikandarabad 43873 Bahawal wah 

Mailsi 

21776 

Gajjuhatta 31460 Muhammad wah-

Sardar wah 

34616 

Panjani 3276 

Sikandarwah 5433 Bahawal wah-

Lodhran 

27671 

Bilochwah 4394 

Total 158963 Total 138770 

Source; Gazetteer of the Multan District, by E.D.Maclagan, Esquire, C.S., 1901-02. 

3.9  The Haji wah Canal 

This canal was made by Ghulam Mustafa Khan. He was kardar and later a 

tehsildar of Mailsi during the rule Sawan Mal. In the Regular Settlement he was 

succeeded to get a contract for the land revenue in the east of tehsil Mailsi. After 

getting approval of the government he built the Haji wah canal to irrigate a portion of 

those lands.
82

One of his sons Ghulam Qadir Khan received proprietary right of sixty 

thousand acres from the government at second settlement. In 1888 Ghulam Qadir 

khan died and government takeover the control of the Haji wah canal. It was 

administrated as a provincial work from 1890 to 1892 and then it was transferred to 

the imperial head.
83

In 1882 the accounts of the Haji wah canal had been linked up 

with those of other Sutlej inundation canals of the Multan District. The government 
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imposed certain charges at the irrigation of the Haji wah canal in 1893. On lands 

owned by the descendent of Ghulam Qadir Khan and his relatives had charged a rate 

of 12 Anna per acre flow and 9 Anna at lift irrigation. On other lands irrigated by this 

canal the following land revenue and occupier’s charges had levied as table no.3.6. 

Table No.3.6. 

Class Crop Rate per acres 

Flow Lift 

 

I 

 

Rice, garden, pepper, sugarcane 

Rs.A.p 

3. 0. 0. 

Rs. A. P. 

2. 4. 0. 

II Cotton and Til 2. 4. 0. 1. 11. 0. 

III Other Kharif crops 12. 0. 1.5. 0. 

Iv Rabi crops 2. 0. 1.3. 0. 

Source; Punjab District Gazetteers, vol.vii part A, Multan District Gazetteers, 1923-

24. 

3.10  The Sidhnai Canal 

The first proposal of Sidhnai canal was submitted to the British in 

1875.However the Sidhnai canal project did not sanction by the government due to 

increase expenditure on other large scheme in progress. In 1882 the government of 

India announced a new scheme for the construction of new irrigation project. The 

Punjab government resubmitted the proposal for the Sidhnai Canal project with an 

estimated cost Rs.774480 to the government of India in 1883.
84

The government of 

India sanctions the project and work was started in December 1883 and the canal was 

opened for irrigation in May 1886.In the first year of canal opening 26455 acres of 

crops were martyred. In the following year (1886-87) the irrigated area rose to 75284 
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acres.
85

Land ownership right was allotted to the local and agricultural immigrant 

groups from the other districts of the Punjab.
86

The people of the villages situated on 

the two sides of the Ravi submitted petitions regarding the probable effect of the new 

channel on their existing irrigation from the river. It was proposed to provide 

irrigation for such of their lands by subsidiary canals taking out from the right and left 

bank of the weir. For this purpose, the Kuranga and the Fazal Shah canals were to 

take out from the right and left bank of the Sidhnai weir in June July 1890 

respectively. The Abdul Hakeem canal was to take out from the left bank of the river 

about 3.5 miles above the weir.
87

 

The main line of the Sidhnai extends from the head at Sidhnai to a point 

below the Lahore Multan Road, beyond this point known Rangho. At the tail two 

rajbahas take off on the right bank known as Rowan and Makhdum Rashid. These 

two Rajbahas were in fact the largest distributaries in the Sidhnai taking together 

thirty percent of the total supply entering the canals.
88

There were thirteen 

distributaries on the Sidhnai which were named as: Choparatta, Hashmat Mirali, Kotli 

Bhutta, Kukarhatta, Manganwala, at the right bank of the canal and Makhdum pur 

Pahoran, Hataran, Vanoi, Kabirwala, Chawan, Mahni Siyal were at the left bank of 

the canal. Makhdum Rashid and Rawan distributaries were at the tail of Sidhnai 

canal.
89

 

The Sidhnai different from the inundation canals of the Chenab and Sutlej 

because it has a weir and it was differing from the perennial canals because its supply 

was more liable to fail at critical seasons of the year. The strict rule governing the 

distribution of water was that the main canal has the prior claim and the surplus water 

being divided between subsidiary canals. The canal irrigates the greater portion of 
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Kabirwala and a considerable portion of Multan. In the both tehsils the area served by 

it compares favorably in every way with the area depending on the inundation canals. 

This superiority was due to mainly the better supply and distribution, which 

approximate closely to conditions on the perennial canals. The position of the 

government canals in operation in 1901-02 was shown in the following table no.3.7. 

Table No.3.7 

Canal Area irrigated in 1901-02 

Bari Doab Canal 8,56,041 

Chenab Canal 17,48,129 

Sidhnai Canal 1,14,132 

Upper Sutlej Inundation Canals 1,70,849 

Indus inundation Canals 1,74,220 

Lower Sutlej Canal 1,63,775 

Chenab Inundation Canal 1,14,617 

Muzaffargarh Inundation Canal 2,91,797 

Total 36,33,560 

Source; B. S. Saini, The Social and Economic History of the Punjab;1901-1939. 

3.11  Colonization 

The Sidhnai canal mostly commanded the government waste land. This could 

not be cultivated without the water irrigation. The colonization of the waste land 

scheme was monitored by Mr. Hutchinson Deputy Commissioner of Multan. In the 

colonization scheme ninety acres land was given out to the agriculturist of the district 

and the remaining given out other than Multan district.
90

 The colonization of Sidhnai 

canal was the first successful example in the history of Punjab province. A large 

number of agriculturists’ immigrants were transferred from the central Punjab to the 
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less thickly populated tracts. The British government started the Lower Bari Doab 

scheme in the south of river Ravi. (The Lower Bari Doab Scheme discussed in detail 

in the first part of this chapter) A large of agriculturist immigrants came from the 

congested district of the Punjab. It was trying to give up a large portion of land to the 

Muslim grantees.
91

The Nili Bar Canal project was started in 1925. It was situated to 

the north of the river Sutlej around Pakpattan, Mailsi and Lodhran.
92

 

All these canals were under the control of the superintending Engineer 

Derajat, whose head-quarters were in Multan. The Sidhnai canal and Chenab 

Inundation canals were under the Executive Engineer Multan Canals. The Inundation 

canals of Sutlej and Haji wah were under the Executive Engineer Lower Sutlej 

canal.
93

The British enhance the agriculture production to bring the barren land under 

cultivation in the Punjab province specially the western part of the province. This 

agriculture development was mostly in the canal colonies areas in the Punjab 

province. The farmers used the new agricultural techniques as sugarcane-crushers, 

Persian wheels, harrows and drills.  

These new agriculture techniques were used commonly in all new canal 

irrigated areas in the entire province. The British Government takes many initiatives 

to increase the agriculture production. In this way government introduced new 

varieties of crops and good seeds of the major crops. The production of powerful 

cattle breeds also changed the characters of the agriculture. These new developments 

change the socio-economic position of the people of the Punjab as well south west 

region of the province. As Sukhwant Singh said that on the whole Punjab and 

colonies areas of the province were among the largest wheat cotton and oil seeds 

producing areas.
94
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3.12  Conclusion 

Multan was basically an agricultural region. All the agricultural production 

consumed within the province. The need for agricultural improvement was necessary 

from many points of view. It had led to an improvement in the economic conditions 

of the masses and it also improved their standard of living. It will also have a bearing 

in the industry since the purchasing power of the rural masses will tend to provide a 

large home market for absorbing the products of the home manufactures. At the old 

time endeavors were made to make use of the sources of water supply such as being 

available in the circumstances.  

The sources of artificial irrigation in the Multan and its neighboring districts 

were embankments streams, rain and large irrigation wells. When Multan was 

annexed with the British Rule, the only canals of any importance in existence were 

the inundation canals. Which had been excavated from the rivers Sutlej, Chenab, and 

Indus to irrigate the low land in the valleys of those rivers? The British government 

introduced a magnificent system of irrigation in the province. It changed the 

agricultural statistics of the province and socio-economic condition of the masses. 

Because increased facilities for irrigation means increase in general wealth, prosperity 

of the community resulting from the increase in the produce of the cultivation. 

The excellent agricultural canal colonies schemes undertaken in the western 

part of the Punjab province during British rule turned this area into very important 

position. The people of different castes and profession converged on the new lands of 

canal colonies. These canal colonies areas are still depending mostly for its agrarian 

viability on the irrigation schemes initiated during British rule in Punjab province. 

This is truly hydraulic society where patterns of supremacy are saturated by the fact 
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that the water that sustain cropping comes not from heaven but through human 

agency and human control. The period of British rule appeared to be one not only of 

relative political peace and stability but also of dynamic economic growth. The 

development of agricultural growth was comprehensive sufficient in its impact and 

consequences to mark out the Punjab from other provinces of British India as a 

beneficiary of colonial rule. 
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Chapter No.4 

URBANIZATION AND SOCIO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 

IN COLONIAL MULTAN 

The population of the south Punjab was dramatically changed during the British rule 

in Punjab. The main reason behind this population growth was the process of 

agriculture colonization and the canal system in the south part of the British Punjab. 

The urbanization process based upon the increase of urban population. So it means 

the growth of urban population in relation to the total population growth of the 

country. It is said to be experiencing urbanization if urban population growth exceeds 

from total population growth.
1
Urbanization also means the removal of the rural 

characteristics of an area. A process associated with the development of civilization 

and technology may also be the main reason of urbanization. Some main factors 

involving in urbanization or growth in urban population are education, health, 

industry, agriculture, trade and communication.
2
The canal colonies opened a new 

window for the agricultural migrants towards the western Punjab. The migrants were 

not only the recipients of land, but included also the many other occupational groups 

moved into this region for the sake of employment. This demographic move in favor 

of the canal colony, district was after the decade of 1890.
3
 This demographic 

movement also one of main reason of urbanization in the colonies districts of West 

Punjab. The demographic level of colonies district were well arise such as Jhang 

106.0, Montgomery 236.2, Multan 138.96, Shah pur 109.0 and Sheikhupura 112.6.
4
It 

was the result of demographic change that Layallpur, Montgomery, and Multan 

district of the west Punjab reached populations of well over a Million each in 

1941.
5
The increase of population is the scale for the measurement of urbanization. 
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When we discussed the urbanization, we have to study the population of the area or 

city during specific era. To observe the urbanization in Multan the population 

statistics were given below table no.4.1. 

Census Population 

1881 68674 

1891 74562 

1901 87394 

1911 99243 

1921 84806 

1931 119457 

1941 137280 

                          Source; Census of India, 1941, vol.vi (Punjab). 

The ratio of urban population in the whole was sixteen percent in 1881, fifteen in 

1891 and fifteen percent in 1901. The population of the towns increased eight percent 

between 1881 and 1891 and fourteen percent between 1891 and 1901.The density of 

population was 154 per square mile in urban areas and in the cultivated rural areas 

were 399.The population of the Multan decreased in the census of 1921 in against the 

census of 1911.But this fall in population was entirely explained by the reason that 

the fatal epidemic disease (1918) due to many people to leave the district.
6
 On the 

other side the population of the district increased by sixty percent from 1901 and 

1941. It was primarily the result of colonization schemes on Sidhnai and Lower Bari 

Doab canals. Secondly, to the development of resources and basic necessities of life 

those take place in this area.
7
 

The opportunities of education, health and communication attract the rural 

population towards the urban areas. All over the world the urbanization was increased 
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in those cities which were educationally rich in the present time or in the ancient 

world like Samarqand, Bukhara and Baghdad. 

4.1  Educational Development in Colonial Multan 

The introduction of new political and economic institutions under British rule 

made education and learning necessary since it was no longer a useful requirement 

for employment or other economic opportunities. The economic and social changes of 

the 19
th

 century were a result of wide range political changes. Therefore the people 

attract towards the modern education, although the government was reluctant to 

establish an educational institution in the south western part of the province.
8
The 

British government paid no attention to increase the literacy rate in this area and 

major planning was not made to literate community or to improve educational 

conditions. Therefore, the educational development in this area was very slow during 

the British rule. 

Before the British rule education of the old indigenous type was not fairly 

remarkable and widespread among the people. The ordinary Muslim people were 

satisfied if they know the Kalama the Azan and prayer (namaz) in the Arabic, and 

have a fair comprehension of their meaning. But it was not at all uncommon for the 

zamindars and others to continue further in their studies. Mulla (religious teacher) 

first taught the Baghdadi Qaida to the boys and girls to understand the elements of 

Arabic and then they read the first and the last siparah (chapter) of Holly Quran with 

mulla. They proceed in the same way to read the rest of the Holy Quran. Some people 

learn the holy Quran by heart and are known as Hafiz. Hindus who know Sanskrit use 

the Bhasha or Nagri; while moneylenders and shopkeepers use the Bhabri or the 

Gurimukhi character was understood by a few Sikhs, but by no one else.
9
 Before the 
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introducing modern education in India by the British government the study of 

Sanskrit in Hindus and Arabic, grammar, logic, Philosophy, Mathematics, Medicine, 

Persian grammar and literature in Muslims.
10

 

In 1833 it was the state policy to promote the western learning in medium of 

English.
11

Before the annexation of Punjab with the Colonial rule, mosques and 

temples were used as educational institutions in India. The British government started 

a first school in Amritsar in the 1849.Therefore the educational services by the 

colonial government was started after 1853 in this region.
12

How far Multan region 

was concerned from 1900-1947, some contributions was made by the British in the 

ways of education. 

In 1856, the first English primary school was established at Hussein Agahi, in 

Multan, it was upgraded to middle standard and onwards high school in 1875.It was 

named Municipal board secondary school. In 1901there were three high schools in 

Multan city and one at the cantonment. There were sixty-two primary schools 

included five Zamindari Schools in the Multan district. In which seventeen schools at 

Multan tehsil fifteen at Shujabad tehsil nine at tehsil Lodhran seven at tehsil Mailsi 

and fifteen at tehsil Kabirwala. In Zamindari schools’ special concessions were made 

for the purpose of extending education to the agricultural classes. Zamindari schools 

were introduced in 1886 in the rural areas. In these schools half-time attendance was 

required and the schools were closed altogether during harvesting season.
13

Due to 

unpopularity with the agriculture classes and in keeping with the policy of the 

government of India, zamindari schools were replaced with the Rural Schools from 

1908.
14

There was a girl's school in Multan with a total number of about 141.
15

 This 

was maintained by a grant in aid from the government and from municipal funds. It 
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was the only public institution for female in this district. The table in following shows 

the increase in literacy rate and development in the education sector as table no.4.2. 

Table No.4.2 

Census All religions 

Males Female Total 

1881 7 .1 3.09 

1891 8.2 .2 4.6 

1901 10.1 .4 5.7 

Source; Punjab District Gazetteer, vol. 2, part a, Multan District, 1923-24, Lahore, 1926. 

Multan stands third among the twenty-eight districts of the Punjab in respect of 

the literacy of its population. In 1901only5.7 percent of the total population of the 

district could read and write, in which 10.1 male and 0.4 were female.
16

In the census 

of 1911 and 1921the literacy rate was decreased 4.09 and 3.8 respectively. If the 

statistics were correct of these censuses the portion of literate persons was less than 

that thirty years ago.
17

 

At the end of 1901 Anglo-Vernacular Middle Schools were situated in each in 

Multan, Shujabad, Kahror, Sari Siddhu, Tulamba and Jalalpur Pirwala. The progress 

in Vernacular education as evidenced by statistics has been remarkable during recent 

years. Anglo-Vernacular Middle Schools were managed by their respective Municipal 

committees at Shujabad, Tulamba and Jalalpur Pirwala. Anjuman-I-Islamia managed 

the Anglo-Vernacular school of Multan and schools of Kahror and Sari Siddhu were 

managed by the District Board.
18

 There were five High Schools in the District, of 

which four were in Multan and the one at Kahror in the Lodhran tahsil. The school at 
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Kahror was maintained by the Small Towns Committee with aid from Government, 

while of the Multan Schools, one was financed entirely by Government and the others 

were aided schools, maintained by the Arya Samaj, Anjuman-i-Islamia and Sanatan 

Dharam Sabha, respectively.
19

Little efforts were made for vocational training and the 

education of particular classes. There was an industrial middle school under the 

control of the Municipal Committee Multan. Weaving and carpentry work had been 

introduced with considerable success and there was also a weaving school supported 

by Govt. The District Board had a small agriculture farm at Qadirpur Ran where the 

students of the local middle school learn the rudiments of agriculture.
20

 

Educational progress was made in Multan region at the end of 19
th

 century and 

especially after the 1919 when primary education was made compulsory in the 

province after passing the Punjab Primary Education Act in 1919.
21

 The Municipal 

Committee was the first Public body in the province to put into operation the Punjab 

Primary Education Act of 1919 with effect from April 1, 1921.
22

In the Montego 

chamfered reform of 1919, education became the transferred subject and education 

made progress from primary to higher level in provinces.
23

The Act has  been so far 

leniently worked, but the immediate result had been to double the attendance of boys 

concerned.
24

When Multan Municipality declared compulsory primary education once 

again the literacy rate   increased from 3.8 to 4.8 in 1931.
25

In 1920 a College named 

Multan College was established. It was up to intermediate level. In October 1933, it 

was boosted up to Graduation Level and Sir William Emerson, the Governor of 

Punjab inaugurated the college and it was named as Emerson College Multan. At 

Graduation level the College taught English, Arabic, Hindi, Urdu, Persian, 

Geography, History, Mathematics, Physics, and Economics also. There were B.A. 

honors courses in English, Math and Philosophy. A Hostel having 100-students' 
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capacity was also attached to the college.
26

The education sector was made rapid 

progress at male level in Multan and British government established a number of 

male Institutions here, but in the field of Female Education speed was much slower. 

There were 14 female primary schools in Multan which were managed by the District 

Board and other 16 Municipal Schools, of which 13 were in Multan, 2 at Kahror 

(presently Kahror Paka a city of district Lodhran) and 1 at Shujabad.
27

 Female 

Education made some progress from the 1921 due to some positive change by the 

British Government. The Punjab Primary Education Act passed in 1919 and secondly 

the education became the transferred subject in the reforms of 1919. But the 

enrollment of girls was very low from the primary to high school level due to the 

prejudice against the female education. 

The district Multan lies in the Dera jat educational circle and the Inspector of that 

circle had his headquarters in Multan. In 1921 administrative changes were made in 

the education department and the district was included in Multan division. Multan 

was under the administrative control of the Divisional Inspector of Schools, who had 

his quarter in Multan. 

This district was backward in education because the majority of the population 

residing scattered in all over the district. In the census of 1881 the literacy rate of 

male was 5.7 and female.09 while in the census of 1901 the number of literate male 

was 6.5 and female literacy rate was.02.
28

The district stands 18
th

 among the 28
th

 

districts of the Punjab province in respect of literacy of its population. Comprising 

with the figures of the census of 1881 and 1901 it appears that a slow but steady 

progress was being made in education. The Hindus had the largest population of 

literate in against the Muslims and Sikhs population of the Muzaffargarh district. The 
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indigenous system of education was existed in the district, which deserved notice was 

the reading of the Holy Quran by the Muslim boys and that of multiplication table by 

Hindus.
29

The Hindus and Sikhs were ready to take advantage of every opportunity 

instead the Muslims children. There were two private Hindu high schools in the 

Muzaffargarh district. The Anjuman-i- Islamia Muzaffargarh had opened a hostel and 

awarded stipends to deserving students. It does useful work. The government also 

facilitated the Muslim students in case of secondary education. The district 

government granted the lessening of half the tuition fees. The district board also 

grants scholarships from the bequest were made by Sardar Kure Khan Jatoi. There 

were two kinds of schools in the district primary and secondary. Primary schools 

were again divided into three classes; Town Primary, Village Primary and Rural 

Schools or Zamindars Schools. The difference between these schools was lies only 

the subjects taught. There were one special three secondary, fifty eight primary 

schools and eighty six elementary schools in 1903-04.
30

The Industrial school was 

opened in May 1905 at Muzaffargarh, in which carpentry was taught along with other 

subjects. There were three secondary schools in Vernacular Middle Schools at Kot 

Addu, an Anglo Vernacular Middle School at Alipur and a government High School 

at Muzaffargarh. All the public schools were managed by the District Board and 

Municipalities of the district Muzaffargarh. The Anglo Vernacular Middle School at 

Alipur and a government High School at Muzaffargarh prepared boys for higher 

University examination. In 1906 twenty three students appeared for the University 

examination and thirteen were passed.
31

The agriculture education was started in 

1919at Kot Sultan in Leiah tehsil of Muzaffargarh district.
32

A rural community 

council was established in 1926 in the district; with the Deputy Commissioner was its 

president. Its main aim was the general uplift of rural masses and it was in connection 
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with adult education. Adult schools had been formed in March 1929 in Muzaffargarh 

district.
33

There were seventy one adult schools with an enrollment of students 1458 

and 307 adults passed the literary test in the year 1928-29.
34

 The literacy rate had 

increased in the district. In the census of 1921 the literacy rate of the male population 

were 5.10 while the female literacy ratio was.34 in against 6.5 of male and 0.2 was 

the female literacy rate was in 1901-02.
35

 

In female education district was more behind, but an encouraging sign was that 

thirty-six schools of girls had been aided in the District Board, Municipalities, aided 

and unaided schools for girls in the district. In 1929 total fifty-one recognized schools 

were for the girls in the district Muzaffargarh, in which twenty-four Nagri schools for 

Hindu girls and twenty-seven Urdu schools for Muslim girls with an enrollment of 

2552 in March 1929. The Majority of Hindu girls received the education in the 

district. The Muslims zamindars were prejudiced against the education of girls. There 

was no college in the Muzaffargarh district. The students went to the colleges at 

Multan or Bahawalpur and few students went to the colleges in Lahore for higher 

studies.
36

 

Educational progress in the Jhang district was not good at the end of the 

nineteenth century.  The most of the population was scattered and residing in the rural 

areas and it was difficult for the students to attend the schools as far away. The Jhang 

district was standing at seventeenth among the twenty-eight districts of the Punjab 

province in literacy rate in 1901. The district literacy rate was3.6, the percentage of 

literate male person was 6.3 and the female 0.3 in the Jhang d--strict.
37

In 1902 Jhang 

district had five secondary ninety eight primary (public) schools, one special school 

with nineteen advanced and 210 elementary (private) schools.
38

Punjab government 
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passed the Act of compulsory primary education in 1919 and the Act was enforced in 

the Jhang district as well.
39

 The free and compulsory education was started in the 

district board schools in 1923. This enhanced the educational progress and the 

enrollment of students in the schools at each level. The provincial and district 

government also takes steps to establish schools in the Jhang district. There were 140 

primary schools for the boys and 44 for girls. The Majority of these schools were 

managed by the District Board and the municipalities of the Jhang district. In 1928-29 

private bodies also managed the eight girls’ primary school in the district. The 

District Board Jhang maintained the twenty two Vernacular upper middle schools and 

one Vernacular upper middle school for girls managed by the municipality of 

Chiniot.
40

There was no Anglo Vernacular middle school for girls in the district. There 

were five Anglo Vernacular middle schools for boys in whom one was maintained by 

the district board and remaining four schools were managed by the Jhang 

municipality and private body two each. There were two high schools each at tehsil of 

Jhang and Chiniot and one at Shorkot tehsil. There was also one normal school in 

Chiniot. The medium of instruction in an educational institution was Urdu in the 

primary classes but there were a few Gurmukhi schools as well.
41

 

 The educational progress was much better in the D. G. Khan district in 

comparing to the other districts of Multan division except the Multan district. In the 

last quarter of the 19
th

 century indigenous education was popular in the district, but in 

the last decade people of this area welcomed the modern education. The majority of 

indigenous schools or the private schools were the Quran schools. The boys and girls 

taught the Holy Quran with Mulla in the school. These schools were mostly attached 

to the mosques. In 1881 these schools were 179 in numbers with 2310 boys and 228 

girls. In 1883-84 the numbers of indigenous schools were increased to 501 with 2700 
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boys and 500 girls. A Gurmukhi school was at Dajal with an attendance of 30 boys.
42

 

There were nine aided Indigenous schools and 179 private schools in the D. G. Khan 

district in receipt of grants from public funds with enrollment of 2538 including 228 

girls.
43

English was introduced as a medium of instruction in the D. G. Khan district 

school, before that it was a purely vernacular school. According to the statistics 

information report of the education department 1898, there were fifty-seven schools 

for boys in the district. From whom one was an Anglo Vernacular High School with 

four branches at D. G. Khan. One each Anglo Vernacular middle school was at 

Jampur, Rajanpur, Tounsa and Rojhan. There were forty-three Vernacular primary 

schools and nine were aided Indigenous schools.
44

In  D. G. Khan district first school 

was upgraded into high school with boarding house in 1891.The Jampur Vernacular 

Middle School was converted into an Anglo Vernacular middle school with a good 

boarding house in the same year. The boarding accommodation was facilitated in all 

the secondary schools of the district. 
45

There was only on girl school at district head 

quarter with enrollment of ninety-five girls.
46

The literacy rate in the tribal areas was 

low against the other part of the district. Baloch Chiefs were also unable to read or 

write. The cadets of the Baloch Chief families mostly sent to the Chiefs College in 

Lahore. Other Balochis were also successful enrolled in the middle schools and 

higher examinations. The Jats attended the government schools in large numbers, 

especially in the Sangarh.
47

Education made more progress in the district in the decade 

of 1920s. Education made the transferred subject in the reforms of 1919 and Punjab 

government also passed the Compulsory Primary Act in 1919.These initiatives of the 

British government put a positive impact on the progress and development of 

education in the D. G. Khan district and the Multan region as well. 

 



 
 

124 
 

4.2  Industrial Development in Multan Region 

The Indigenous industry was declining in the second half of the nineteenth century in 

India as well as in Punjab, especially cotton spinning, weaving, due to the import of 

machine made goods from Britain.
48

Unfortunately, this decline was not compensated 

by the growth of large scale factories because the British did not want India should 

become a modern industrial country.
49

Matters floated in this way till the outbreak of 

the 1
st
Word War, which proved an eye opener in many ways. So the new constructive 

industrial policy was thus called for. In 1916 the government of India formed the 

Indian Industrial Commission to examine and report on the possibilities of industrial 

development of India. This commission submitted its report and future 

recommendation in 1918. It recommended the government to play an active part in 

the industrial development of India, and made suggestions about industrial education, 

research, organization of technical and scientific services of industrial department, 

fostering of cottage industries and marketing facilities, etc. The suggestions of the 

Industrial commission were accepted in principle by the government little could be 

done by immediately. In the Montego Chelmsford reform of 1919, industry became a 

provincial subject. Punjab was also weak financially and technically for the industrial 

development like the other provinces of India. The government of India appointed a 

Fiscal Commission in 1921, at its suggestions the policy of discriminating protection 

was adopted in 1923. This policy opened a new era in the industrial development in 

India as well as in Punjab province. There were two types of industries in the Punjab: 

cottage industries and large scale industries. The scale of operation of cottage 

industries was at small level and its supply largely for meeting local needs. Large 

scale industries carried on in factories with power operator machinery both for 

manufacture and trade.
50

The following table shows the industrial worker occupations 
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of the population in the Multan district, according to the census of 1901 as table 

no.4.3. 

Table No.4.3 

No. Name of 

occupation 

Male Female Dependents 

1 Wool, spinners and 

dyers 

36 - 80 

2 Silk, spinners and 

dyers 

1385 284 2232 

3 Worker in cotton 

and cotton weavers 

14646 4389 30312 

4 Worker in jut, flax 700 257 1422 

6 Brass and copper 

vessel worker 

201 - 313 

7 Potters and glass 

worker 

3286 87 7855 

8 Carpenters 763 - 1627 

Source; Census report of 1901, part II, table no. xv. 

Muzaffargarh district had not possessed large scale industries. Every large village 

had its local artisans who had manufactured the required material or articles of rural 

peasant. But ordinary cotton cloth was woven and baskets, rope making and matting 

were made at a large scale level in the district.  

The most notable industry of the district was the wood carving and carpentry at 

Chiniot. The other small and large scale industries were also existed in the district. 

But most of the industries were at Lyallpur, when Lyallpur was separated from the 

Jhang and became the district in 1904, the number of industries in Jhang was 
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decreased. Large scale industries were not existed in the district. But cottage industry 

or village industries were flourishing in the D. G. Khan district. The local artisans 

manufactured the required articles of rural peasants. Large scale industries were not 

existed in the district. But cottage industry or village industries were flourishing in the 

D. G. Khan district. The local artisans manufactured the required articles of rural 

peasants. 

4.2.1 The Cottage Industries 

The cottage industries were flourishing till the mid of the nineteenth century. But 

these industries had faced several unfavorable conditions such as competition with 

machine made goods and the western style of living among the educated and elite 

class of Indian society. In spite of this cottage industry survived because of many 

factors. In the first there was a moderate advance in the progress of industries in the 

Punjab province. Secondly the popular taste required variety of goods which could 

not be possible by modern mechanical machines.
51

Thirdly the Artisans had used 

superior raw material and tools in the hand looms, according to the need and 

requirement of the purchasers. Fourthly the hand looms made products were cheap 

and easily available in the villages and small cities. Although the worker of cottage 

industries was aware of the competition with machine made goods, but they were 

unwilling to give up their family occupation.
52

 

Shoemakers were started the leather tanning at limited basses with traditional 

method in all big villages of the district. Leather tanning was made only for the local 

requirements of shoe making. Labana Sikhs were manufactured rope with munj kana 

and date leaves. The date leaves munj kana beat the bark into fibred and the twisted 

together and made into ropes.
53
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4.2.2 Glazed Pottery 

The city of Multan was famous for the cottage industries of glazed pottery, 

enamel, cotton and woolen carpets silk fabrics and metal works. Glazed tiles were 

used for the decoration of mosques and tombs for the past many centuries in this 

region. There were many such buildings which were covered with this beautiful 

material in Multan, Muzaffargarh as elsewhere in the province.
54

The Muslims painted 

in bold Arabic characters for decoration of tombs and mosques. As the trade 

flourished in the sub-continent after the 1
st
 Word War, the English people demanded 

the glazed vase, colorful and decorated pots for decorative and trade purpose. The 

range of colors had been increased with time to time. The used of glazed material for 

the internal wall decoration was increasing, but the glaze industry has turned down. 

Because the workers of the glaze industry carry work in their homes or in small 

shops, these were situated to the east to the Doalt Gate. The kashigars were extremely 

jealous of the secrets of their trade. The sons of the glazed workers apprenticed at an 

early age to their work and after a long time they were told traditional secrets of their 

profession.
55

There were a large variety of handicrafts which had developed a 

remarkable skill from early time. The glazed pottery of Amritsar and Multan was 

famous in all parts of India and abroad.
56

 

4.2.3 Enamel 

The city of Multan was famous for enamel work on silver, probably owes its 

preservation to the continued used of vitrified color in the local pottery. The dark and 

light blue of the tiles are as identical in their nature with as they are similar in 

appearance to the coloring of Multan necklace. The ordinary price varies between 

Rs.1 to Rs.2 per tola but color was more than two (three or four) Rs.1 tola was aided. 
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There was no device at all resembling the kiln used by enamellers in Europe and 

elsewhere. The work was practically roasted in an open charcoal fire protected by a 

wire cage. The Multani enamel work and design was compared with the best which 

India was capable. It also compared with the Algerians, Persian, and Syrian articles of 

the same class which were in Paris. Multani enameled ware was highly esteemed and 

exported to other districts of India and exported to the foreign countries.
57

The largest 

objects to which enamel was applied in the district were the cover, dished that came 

from Bahawalpur. Where the practice was same to that of Multan excepting that in 

addition to a sea green and dark blue were applied while the silver was frequently 

coated gold color.
58

 

4.2.4 Carpet and wool Industry 

The Amritsar and Multan were the two cities in the Punjab province, which can 

claim woolen carpet weaving as an independent. The cotton rugs and carpets were 

sometimes parti-colored like the woolen ones, but the typical Multan cotton carpet 

was extremely strong and important fabric colored. The most important centers of the 

woolen handloom industry were Ludhiana D.G. Khan, Amritsar, Bhera and Multan. 

The Multani carpets on the whole were very respectable production in India and 

abroad. The carpets manufactured at Amritsar and Multan was famous and exported 

to other countries.
59

The woolen carpet industry used all kinds of yarn, hand –spun, 

mill spun, and imported. The centers located in the rural areas, mainly used hand spun 

yarn, while those in the towns consumed mostly mill made and imported yarn. In 

some carpet industries the carpets manufactured mostly of wool and cotton mixed and 

contains a variety of colors. It was also claimed that the quality was better than the 

former.
60

However woolen handloom industry was declining due to the growing 
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competition of machine made woolen both indigenous and foreign. The Indian Tariff 

Board (wool and textile industry) pointed to the declining of the state industry and 

wrote, “The profits of the industry were everywhere on the decline as the hand 

weaver finds it increasingly difficult to compete with the cheap, shoddy articles in 

Europe attract the simple customer by their feel and finish.”
61

 The decline of the 

woolen industry could be judged from the continuous fall in the numbers of persons 

engage in it. They numbered 42048 in 1867; 32361 in 1901; 17023 in 1911 and only 

13394 in 1934 in Punjab.
62

 

Blankets were woven with the wool by the local weavers. They were mostly used 

the sheep’s wool for the excellent quality of blankets especially in the Thal. The 

Leiah, Chaubara and Nawan kot were famous for the best quality and thick blankets. 

The Hindu and Muslims were made mats with date leaves in all parts of the district. 

They were manufactured two different varieties of mats.
63

 

4.2.5 Silk Industry 

The Silk industry was divided into two separate categories, namely sericulture, 

(the groin) and silk weaving. There were two classes of silk workers in Multan. First 

those workers who work independently, but they are in small numbers. They buy 

their own raw materials and themselves the finished products. The second class of 

workers was attached with one or two big silk shops. The shopkeepers provided them 

raw materials which already refined and colored. The artisans had their own 

instruments of production and they work at their homes, assisted by their wives and 

children. The adults operate the looms and children clean the wool and weave silk on 

shuttles.
64
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The Multan silk weaving was best in Punjab province. The staple was used wide-

ranging at Amritsar and Delhi but the Multan plain self-colored silk and the checking 

silk work fabric were better finished and more pleasantly colored.
65

Musaffa (a blend 

of a cotton warp with a silk weft) was very well made in Multan. Shuja Khani was 

also the product of Multani artisans, but Bahawalpur was better knowing than Multan. 

Gold threads were frequently used in the stripes of the clothes in Multan. It was used 

in the border and ends of Lungis, turbans and Khes.
66

The cotton and silk thread dyers 

were at Amritsar, Lahore and Multan. In Multan, they were paid according to the 

weight of the silk dyed. They earn Rs.5 for the full working day. The Twister after 

twisting the threads makes it fit for warp (lengthwise threads in the loom). These 

twisters lived near the Railway station in Multan and lived a semi-rural life. The daily 

earning of a twister was ten ones a day. When the twister finished his work silk 

comes to the weaver to be woven into cloth.
67

There were 250 looms of silk weavers 

were various kinds of silk cloth was produced. They made silk handkerchiefs, and 

different kind of lungi. The lungi was the unique product of Multan which couldn’t be 

copied in other cities.
68

The weaver artisans come from all parts of Multan. The 

census of 1911 put them 12000 including Multani weavers. Most of them lived 

outside the city and lived at the Kiri Daud Khan, Khuni Bhrj, and Faridabad. The 

Amritsar, Jalandhar, Multan, Khushab, and Jalalpur Jattan were the chief weaving 

centers in the Punjab province.
69

 

4.2.6 Cotton –Weaving and Printing 

Common cloth was woven in almost every large village. The ordinary cloth was 

white, but blue cloth with red and yellow strips were also made for women dress. The 

blue sheets with a red edging were made for use as manjhlas. Cotton printing industry 
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was flourishing and famous of Multan city. The cotton printing article has been a 

piece of cotton cloth, usually eight feet long and five feet wide printed with a broad 

border all around and a center filled with different colors. It was used for the rezai 

and bed cover during the winter season. A variety of romals (hand kerchiefs) and 

dopattas (scarves) were made in a large number. The cotton printing clothes and other 

items were brighter and cheaper than the Manchester had here.
70

 

Common cloth was woven almost in every large village, it was white, but blue 

cloth with red and yellow stripes was also made for women dress. A fine quality of 

khais and checked cotton cloth were made at Leiah. It was suitable for carpet clothes, 

bed covers and purdahs.
71

Chhimbasi (dyers) printed cloth in fast color and it was 

being used as Bhochhan and cloth for quilt. The Kahror, Leiah, Daira Din Panah, Kot 

Adu, Khangarh and Alipur were famous for cotton weaving and printing on fabrics.
72

 

There was no silk weaving in the district nor were the carpets made in the 

Muzaffargarh district. Cloth weaving was an important industry in Jhang. The 

weavers make the chief part of the industrial classes. The cloth known as Khaddar 

was largely exported from the district to Afghanistan, Dera Ismail Khan and Dera 

Ghazi Khan. The Maghiana city only exports Khaddar cloth of eight lakhs rupees in 

1879.
73

 

4.2.7 Ivory 

The use of ivory in the local handy craft of Multan was at a large scale level in 

the making of the Bangles. The artisans of this local industry were expert to turn the 

ivory churies or Bangles. These bangles were some time large rings and colored red. 

This artistic local item was a sale at commercial basis in all parts of the country. The 

people preferred the ivory bangles over the gold and silver ornaments owing to the 
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demand of ivory bangles were increased. The ivory industry of Multan was quite 

flourishing against the other cottage industries of the city.
74

 

Ivory carving was started as a small industry by some artisans in the district. 

Ivory was mostly camel bones. The artisans of ivory carving were expert in their 

work and they used the color and designs combination with carving. They made an 

article of bracelets, rings, studs, salt casters and vases.
75

Ivory carving was also 

flourishing in the district mostly camel bones were used for ivory carving. They made 

an article of bracelets, rings, studs, salt casters and vases. 

4.2.8 Villages Industries 

In some of the villages and the town there were special industries which had a 

local reputation. The village industry mostly consisted in the weaving of coarse 

cotton cloth and the preparation of ropes and mats from the sarkana or date. The 

Tulamba and Kahror were famous for the stamped cloths for bed covers. In Thatta 

Paolian and Jalalpur saddle cloths was prepared. The sweet confectioners were made 

at different areas of Shujabad. The wood work such as cot legs was made at Sandila. 

Jalalpur Pirwala was remained famous for the paper trade in the past.
76

 

Kot Adu was famous for good quality bows in the Muzaffargarh district. Bows 

were made of horn and brushwood chips tied up with gut and leather. A fine quality 

bow was completed within six months. Bows were beautifully decorated with colors. 

The technique of decoration of bows was called kamangari and the artisans were 

called kamangar. The arrows were eknabi, donabi and senabi. The local people used 

arrow for shooting birds. These kinds of arrows were special shape, having a thin end 

and a thick and heavy front. The price of an arrow was between Rs. 5 to 20.
77
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4.2.9 Wood Carving and Carpentry 

The Chiniot city was famous for the wood work, especially carpentry and wood 

carving had no example of this city in another part of the province. The internal 

decoration articles of the houses, door and windows frames were manufactured that 

the Chiniot wood carvers were chiefly famous. The wood used was usually shisham 

locally tahli. The contrast of the brass with the dark wood was most effective. Some 

remarkable good screen of inlaid brass had been manufactured by Chiniot carpenter.
78

 

Kot Isa Shah was famous for color wood works: legs of Charpais, and ornaments. 

Chubb’s locks were made in Jhang and exported to the other cities of the province. 

Camel hides pots were manufactured in Maghana.  

In the border hills of the D.G. Khan district woolen weaving was famous industry 

of the nomadic baloch tribes. Blankets, carpets and other items of wool were made in 

the plains areas of the district. Silk was also woven at Dera Ghazi Khan. More highly 

finished forms were camel trappings, saddle bags and rugs were woven by baloch 

women. A good deal of cotton cloth was manufactured in all big villages of the Dera 

Ghazi Khan district.
79

 

Jampur city was famous for lacquered wood work. The woodwork of Jampur was 

made excellent legs of bed and toys, but the color of articles was brighter and 

permanent one. The lacquered woodwork articles about Jampur city were presented in 

the Punjab exhibition in 1882. The government officials appreciated the woodwork of 

Jampur city.
80
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4.3  Large Scale Industries 

These industries were carried on in factories or workshops with power operator 

machinery both for manufacture and trade. 

4.3.1 Cotton Industry 

The cotton industry, both textile and ginning were the principle manufacturing 

industry in the Punjab and the Multan region. The most of the cotton industry was 

cotton pressing and ginning factories in Multan and its surroundings. Multan district 

was a cotton center in the western Punjab during British period. The first ginning 

factory was started in 1893-94 in the vicinity of Multan city. The numbers of ginning 

factories were increased to sixty within a few years. The 2.5 lakhs mound raw cotton 

were baled and exported from these factories in 1895-96. Cotton ginning and pressing 

factories were established in other areas of the Multan district since 1896 and trade 

had fallen considerably. There were nine ginning and pressing factories were in 

existed in the district, but only four factories were working in 1900.
81

The 

development of the Lower Bari Doab Colony had shifted the center of gravity of the 

cotton industry away from Multan. The cotton factories were established at Jahanian, 

Khanewal and Mian Channu to deal with the large local supply of American cotton. 

The construction of direct route Lahore to Karachi via Khanewal Lodhran chord line 

increased more industrial importance of the colony areas.
82

 

Cotton ginning factory was also existed at Muzaffargarh in 1899. The number of 

workmen employed was about forty. The work has been often to be stopped when 

there was no enough cotton hood. The district had possessed two cotton ginning of 

which one was attached a cotton press and two rice-husking factories. The numbers of 
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employed were 128 in 1904.
83

 Similar to cotton factories were at Khangarh, Rohillan 

wali and Wasande wali but very soon these were closed. 

At Thatta Gurmani Munj mate was manufactured in the Kot Adu tahsil of 

Muzaffargarh district. Mates were supplied to the schools of the Multan Divisions at 

large scale. Some wood work articles were also manufactured at Kotla Gamun in the 

Ali pur tehsil and Pahar pur in the Leiah and Karor. 

Wheat and cotton were produced large number in district Jhang. The export of 

raw cotton was a good business in the district. There were ten cotton ginning 

factories; six cotton presses and five combine ginning factories existed in the district 

in 1904. The number of employed were 1220 in 1904. Most of these factories were 

situated within Chenab colony. The Jhang district also contains a number of flour 

mills.
84

 

There were only one combined factory of cotton ginning and corn mill was in the 

district in 1904 at Dera Ghazi Khan City.
85

 

4.3.2 Flour Mill 

Rai Bahadar Seth Prabh Dayal constructed a flour mill in Multan city and this 

was the first flour mill in the Multan. The mill was constructed at 2.5acre land and the 

building was constructed up to date principle. The modern machinery and latest labor 

saving devices were installed in the factory. The mill was divided into three 

departments, wheat cleaning, milling and engineering & clerical. Mill flour seventeen 

bags, wheat per hour. The products of flour mill were ata, maida, soji and bran. There 

were 150 employees associated with the flour mill.
86
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4.3.3 The Allibhoy Vallijee firm 

The firm Allibhoy Vallijee and sons was formed in 1875 near railway station at 

Multan. It was well reputed through India for making metal trunks, surgical 

instruments and many other articles. The various departments were included black 

smithy and molding, carpentry, painting and leather work. It employs about 150 

workers and mostly employees were Muslims whom residing in Multan. The firm 

made progress in trade and although the increase in prices had badly affected 

business, but it was still in a sound condition. There were some others engaged with 

the industry, but their turnover was small. A few families residing in the northern 

Mohalla were made domestic utensils of copper and brass.
87

 

4.4  Development of Communication in Multan 

The British rule brought major developments in the communication resources of the 

Punjab province and India as well. The British built new roads and brought the 

improvement in the old road. The Imperial postal Department was established in the 

Punjab province and connected it with the other province of India. The railway 

system was started to facilitate the British troops in the different parts of India. In the 

Punjab province the railway was initially started to easily move the troops in the 

North-Western part of the Punjab province in the second half of the nineteenth 

century. But as the agriculture made progress in the Punjab and specially the southern 

part of the province, these communication developments were also started in the 

south western part of the Punjab province. The Imperial postal service, roads and 

railway system were also started in the west part of the province  



 
 

137 
 

The transport and communication system has played a vital role in the 

development of military, and administration and also in the progress of 

socioeconomic and cultural development of the state. It has been also described as the 

circulatory system of a country.
88

The communication sources of the Punjab province 

were defective till the half of the nineteenth century. The railway had yet to come: 

and few trunk roads constructed by the Indian ruler, especially Mughals, were 

inadequate for the moderate requirement of the country in those days.
89

Modern 

developments in the transport and communication started in the time of Lord 

Dalhousie who introduced new public work policy. The subject may be classified 

under three heads: River communication, Road transport and railway. The following 

table shows the total number of communications in the Multan district in 1898-99 as 

the following table no.4.4. 

Table no.4.4. Miles 

Navigable river 344 

Railway 130 

Metal 68 

Un-metal 1220 

Total- 1762 

       Source; The provincial Administration Report, 1908-09 table no.1 

4.4.1 River Communication 

The river Chenab and Sutlej were navigable for the greater part of the year. 

The light weight steamers navigate throughout their length in the Multan district. As 

the railway came in Multan in 1867, it reduced the numbers of steamers and carriage 

of goods by water. Inland navigation was largely resorted to in the old days and there 

was a considerable number of river traffic. But dismantling of the Sutlej Valley 



 
 

138 
 

Railway during the 1
st
 Word War had restored the same carriage of goods across the 

Sutlej from to the Southern Punjab Railway. There were a small number of trades 

between Sukkur and villages on the banks of Sutlej and Chenab by boats.
90

 Small 

country boats were seen in the hot season on the river Ravi, but there was little or no 

traffic on the river. In 1877 the income to the Punjab government from the ferries of 

Multan district was Rs.18, 500. But as the bridge was constructed at Adam wahan and 

Sher Shah the used by ferries had declined and the revenue of this also 

decreased.
91

The ferries had been managed by the district board Multan since 

1896.The district board pays to the Punjab government a fixed sum of Rs.12, 000 per 

year and remaining amount deposited in the district board account. 

There was no navigable canal in the Muzaffargarh district. D.G. Khan district 

board managed the ferries on the Indus and the ferries on Chenab managed by District 

board Muzaffargarh. On the river Chenab twenty-eight ferries were in operation and 

the income from the lease of the ferries were as; Rs. 4970 in 1905-6 and Rs.9728 in 

1906-7.
92

 The amounts of lease of the ferries were increased and in 1928-29 it was 

Rs.20950.
93

 

The Chenab and Jhelum were navigable for country craft in the flood season. 

In the winter the navigation was not possible because rivers render supplies for the 

canals in the Jhang district. In the old days’ river navigation was at the large scale 

level because it was a principal means of communication with the outside world. 

There were ten ferries used each of river Chenab and Jhelum and the nine ferries were 

used joint Jhelum and Chenab in down river.
94

 

In 1879 the Indus steam Flotilla started navigation in the Indus but it couldn’t 

continue its traffic due to sufficient sandbanks in the river. The Chenab steamers 
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started traffic in the Indus from D. I. Khan in Sukkur, when Flotilla stopped its 

operation.
95

 The D. G. Khan city was connected with Ghazi Ghat railway station by 

the Qureshi ferry. In summer steamers and small boats were sailing in the Indus while 

the bridge of boats was made in the winter. The length of river navigation and roads 

was in the district such as following table no.4.5. 

Table No.4.5 

No. Name Miles 

1 Indus Navigation  239 

2 Metal Roads 25 

3 Un-metal Roads 901 

                       Source; Punjab Administration Report, 1934-35. 

4.4.2 Roads Communication 

The main roads of the district were under the management of the district board 

and those within municipal limits were looked after by the concern municipalities. 

The roads which are under the jurisdiction of Cantonment were repaired by the 

Military Works Department.
96

 The Punjab Works Department also maintained by the 

following roads of the Multan district. 

 The metal road from Multan to Sher Shah. 

 The metal road from the district jail to river Chenab. 

 The metal road from the Central jail to the city railway station. 

 The district board Multan managed the following roads of the district. 

 The metal road from Khanewal to Kabirwala. 

 The metal road from Tulamba to Serai Sidhu. 
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The condition of these roads was not good and it looks as un-metal roads.
97

In 

1904 the total length of un-metal roads were 1220 miles in the district form which 

most part of the un-metal roads were not fit for wheel traffic.
98

The road problems of 

non-colony areas create many problems for visitors and farmer. Although the road 

system was included in the Lower Bari Doab colony plan, but most of them was still 

under construction. The total length of the roads in the district was as: metal roads 31 

miles and un-metal roads 1220. The 13 miles of metal roads were under the 

management of provincial work department, and remaining look after by the district 

board Multan.
99

 

The road condition of the Muzaffargarh district was not a good, mostly roads 

were un-metal. The roads of the district were managed by provincial work department 

and the district board Muzaffargarh. The detail of roads which were under the 

management of Public Works Department as in the following table no.4.6 

Table No.4.6 

         Name of road Length in miles 

Muzaffargarh to Alipur 27 

Muzaffargarh to Ghazi Ghat 20 

Chenab west bank to Muzaffargarh 6 

Civil station road 10 

Total Miles. 63 

Source; Punjab District Gazetteers, Vol. xxxiv part A, Muzaffargarh District Gazetteers, 1929 

The public works department also maintained the un-metal road of Alipur. The 

district board managed the civil station road of Muzaffargarh, Leiah and Karor. The 

district board Muzaffargarh maintained the roads such as: Muzaffargarh-Rangpur, 
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Muzaffargarh- Jharkal, Kot Adu-Langar Sari, Sanawan-Munda, Kot Adu-Munda, 

Daira Din Panah-Rangpur, Mahmud Kot- Dera Ghazi Khan, Sher Sultan- Jatoi, 

Alipur-Sitpur,Aludewali-Jatoi, Leiah-Nawankot Jhang road, Leiah-Chubara, 

Chubara-Mankera, Alipur-Panjnad, Sanwan-Khar Gharbi, The district board 

maintained the 689 miles un-metal roads in the Muzaffargarh district. The roads of 

the Leiah tehsil was mostly glorified camel tracks.
100

 In the southern part of the 

district the roads were not safe for traveling owing to road robbers of Mazari and 

Gurchani tribes of D.G.Khan district. In D. G. Khan wheel traffic was not started till 

1901-02, camels and donkeys were mostly used for transport and trade purpose.
101

 

The principal roads of the district were following; 

 The frontier military road. 

 The road from D. I. Khan to Sukkur. 

 The Sindh Peshin road. 

 Dera Ghazi Khan to Vador. 

 Dera Ghazi Khan to Yaru. 

 Dera Ghazi Khan to Choti through Kot Chutta. 

 Dera Ghazi Khan to Jampur. 

 Rajanpur to Minthankot. 

 Jampur to Dajal and Harrand road. 

These roads were made for wheel traffic, but not good in condition and looks like 

un-metal roads of the district. There was no railway in the D. G. Khan district till 

1886.In the same year railway was brought to Ghazi Ghat some nine miles from the 

city Dera Ghazi Khan. The bridge of boats connects the D. G. Khan city with the 

railway station.
102
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4.4.3 Railway communication 

The railways provided a quicker means of communication and became the 

channel of commerce. The trade of the province with other parts of the country as 

well as with foreign countries through the ports of Karachi, Bombay and Calcutta was 

mainly carried by the railways at that time. The railway communication between 

Lahore and Multan was started in 1865. The main railway line North Western 

Railway passes through the north-west to the south in the Multan district. It passes the 

following railway stations in the Multan district and entered the Bahawal our state 

towards Karachi. 

Two branch railway lines were also started in the Multan district. One railway 

line stared from Khanewal junction to Wazir abad through Layall pur in 1900 and 

passing the railway stations of Makhdumpur Pahoran, Abdulhakim and Darkhana. 

The other runs from Sher Shah to Lala Musa through Muzaffargarh and Khoshab in 

1887.
103

The railway communication between Karachi and Multan was established in 

1878 but passengers and goods had used ferries to cross the Indus at Sukkur until the 

Sukkur Bridge was opened in 1889.
104

A shore line was established between 

Khanewal and Lodhran. The latter, it became mail route from Lahore to Karachi. It 

proved valuable for the neighboring villages and the colonists of Khanewal tehsil. 

The Sutlej Valley Railway line was constructed from Kasur to Lodhran through 

Mailsi tahsil of Multan district. But it was dismantled in 1917 during the 1
st
 Word 

War because the material was required elsewhere for war purpose. It was functionally 

between Mailsi and Lodhran. The Sutlej Valley railway project changed the 

socioeconomic conditions of the Mailsi and Lodhran tehsils of Multan district.
105
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The Sindh Sagar branch of North-Western Railway was built in 1886. It enters the 

district from Sher Shah by a bridge over river Chenab. At Mahmud Kot railway 

station a branch runs to Ghazi Ghat. The main branch runs through northern of the 

district and passing the railway stations of Muzaffargarh, Mahmud Kot Sanawan Kot 

Adu Leiah and Karor entered the Bhakar and Khoshab districts.
106

Khanewal 

Wazirabad Branch of North Western Railway was opened in 1900; it runs through the 

middle of the Jhang district. It carries the major part of export produced by the 

agriculturist of Chenab Colony. The Jech Doab Railway was opened in 1906; which 

runs through sixty miles in the district. This branch crossed the river Chenab above 

Jhang city and linked the railway communication of Jhang with Sargodha and 

Multan. It carries the goods and produce of the village irrigated by Jhelum Canal.
107

 

Chak jhumra, Chiniot railway branch was opened in January 1928. This railway 

branch connected the Chiniot with Jhang through Chak Jhumra; the distance between 

Jhang and Chiniot was 130 miles, but after Completion Bridge over river Chenab it 

was eighty-two miles. This railway branch had added the prosperity of the towns 

which situated near to the railway line. The total lengths of metal and un-metal roads 

were 1810 miles in the Jhang district; in which only fifteen miles were metal roads. 

The Public Works Department maintained the five miles metal and fifty eight un-

metal roads of the district; and remaining roads were maintained by the district board 

Jhang.
108

 

4.4.4 Post Telegraph and Telephone 

A second class telegraphic communication was existed in Multan and connected 

to Lahore, Sukkur, Quetta, Rawalpindi and Dera Ghazi Khan. Its head office was 

situated near the railway station and post office. The office headed by a third grade 
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telegraph master and other strength of the office staff was one deputy telegraph 

master and six Military Signalers’. There were telegraph offices at railway stations, 

Multan city, Lodhran and Shujabad.
109

A telephone exchange was situated at Kotwali 

for the municipal police and connected with all police stations of the city. The 

telephone line was also connected between the superintendent of Police, Central jail 

and police line Kutchery.
110

 The General Post Office was situated near the 

cantonment railway station. The postal services in the Multan district were good. 

Delivery of letters in the cantonment was made four times daily from the general post 

office, and in the city from sub office twice daily. There were six sub offices and 

thirty eight branch offices in all big village or town of the Multan district.
111

In 1922 

telephone system was placed on a commercial basis and opened to the public, earlier 

it was used for official purpose between the civil lines and cantonments. Trunk 

communication was started between Multan, Lahore, and other cities of northern 

India in August 1924. The Superintendent post offices was in charge of the postal 

arrangement of the district and telegraph. The head offices and the sub offices of post 

and telegraph were combined. There were sub offices of post office at Alipur, 

Khangarh, Kot Adu, Karor, Leiah and Ghazi Ghat. The numbers of branch offices 

were attached with each sub office. These branch offices were established in big 

villages of the neighboring areas. The canal department had also telegraph line even if 

only for official use.
112

 

The district had possessed thirteen post offices with two at district headquarter 

and one each at tehsil headquarter. The post head office was situated in the civil line 

alongside the Deputy Commissioner office Jhang. There were eight sub offices, one 

each at; Ahmadpur, Chiniot, Chund, Jhang city, Kot Isa Shah, Lalian, Maghina and 

Shorkot. The fifty one postal branch office were also established at each big village or 
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town.
113

 The district had no telegraphed office in 1880. There was no combine 

telegraph office at Chiniot, Jhang Sadar and Shorkot. Telegraph office had each 

railway station in the Jhang district. There was a canal telegraph office in the Jhang 

which was mostly used for the official purpose.
114

 

There were eleven Imperial post offices which perform the money order and 

transact saving bank work. These post offices were; D.G. Khan, D.G. Khan city, Fort 

Munro, Ghazi Ghat, Jampur, Rajanpur, Taunsa, Rojhan, Dajal, Harrand and 

Mithankot. The other twelve had not authorized transact saving bank business but 

were only money order offices. These post offices were; Choti, Kot Chutta, Lund, 

Sakhi Sarwar, Yaru, Kotla Mughlan, Tibbi Lundan, Asni, Fazilpur, Umarkot, Vang 

and Mangrotha. District dak post offices were also existed which perform money 

order offices, they were; Maua, Shikarpur, Shahwali and Kot Kasraui.
115

 

A line of Imperial Telegraph runs through north to south in the district and 

Imperial offices were at D.G. Khan, Jampur, Rajanpur and Tounsa. The D. G. Khan 

permanently telegraphic linked with Multan and Sukkur.
116

 

4.5  Conclusion 

The economic and social changes of the 19
th

 century were a result of wide range 

political changes and new political and economic institutions under British rule. This 

made education and learning necessary since it was no longer a useful requirement 

for employment or other economic opportunities. Therefore, the people attract 

towards the modern education, although the government was reluctant to establish an 

educational institution in the southwestern part of the province. 
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The opportunity of education, health and communication attracts the rural 

population towards the urban areas. All over the world the urbanization was increased 

in those cities which were educationally rich in the present time or in the ancient 

world like Samarqand, Bukhara and Baghdad. In the field of education little 

development was made which proved a milestone towards urbanization. In Multan 

the Indigenous industry was declining in the second half of the nineteenth century, 

due to the import of machine made goods from Britain. No major Industrial 

development was made and raw materials were exported from the Multan region. 

Although railway communication was started between Multan and Lahore in the last 

quarter of the 19th century, but the means of communication were limited in this 

region. The conditions of roads were very poor and most of the roads of the Multan 

were un-metal. So it was difficult for wheel traffic and trade and communication were 

made by animals like camels and donkeys. British government made many policies 

for the rehabilitation of agriculture class in the new canal colony areas of the south 

western region of the Punjab province. It seems the most solid reasons to prove the 

slow process of urbanization in Multan during 1900 to 1947. 
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Chapter No.5 

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE ROLE OF 

NOTABLES IN COLONIAL MULTAN 

  The concept of political development is complex like most of the concepts of 

the social science. It has been defined by different political scientists and writers in 

different ways. Almond and Powell defined development as „„the increased 

differentiation or specialization of Political structure and increased secularization of 

political culture‟‟.
1
Punjab annexation was completed on 29 March 1849 as the Multan 

was captured by the British.
2
After the annexation administrative changes were made 

in the proviance. The British authorities keep a tight official hold and also kept 

behind the Punjab from the constitutional privileges which were introducedin other 

provinces in the late 19
th

 and the early 20
th

 century.
3
 

5.1  Political Development in Punjab and Transformation in 

Multan Region 

 In spite of its strategic location and the fertile land of the Punjab province it 

was less advanced than other provinces of the India. Legislative councils were formed 

in Bombay and Madras according to Indian Council Act of 1861; it also authorized to 

establish such councils in other provinces.Legislatives councils were formed in 

Bengal and U.P in 1863 and 1866 respectively, but Punjab got it in 1897 after passing 

the thirty six years of this Act.
4
Punjab legislative consisted of nine members, all of 

them nominated by Lieutenant-Governor of Punjab. The Governor controlled the 

legislative powers before 1897 in Provence.Constitutional discrimination was 

continued with Punjab in the Government India Act of 1909, and only one seat out of 



 

156 
 

twenty seven elected members of Central Legislature was given to the Punjab. This 

constitutional situation was worse at the provincial level because Punjab Legislature 

was restricted to twenty four with only five elected members. The strength of Punjab 

legislative elected members was raised to eight in 1912 and sixteen in 1916.
5
 Actually  

British treated Punjab like a military province and government keep intact the 

tradition of autocracy. 

 New changes were made in the structure and functioning in Central and 

Provincial legislature after the enforcement of the Government of India Act 1919. At 

center bi-cameral legislature was introduced with naming a Council of State and 

Legislature Assembly. The Council of State comprised with sixty members from 

which twenty seven were nominated and thirty three were elected and Legislature 

Assembly had 145 members with forty two nominated and one hundred and three 

were elected.
6
Punjab had got four elected members in Council of State and twelve in 

the Legislative Assembly.The seats were distributed at communal basis;the seats of 

the Punjabproviance in the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly were as in 

table No.5.1.                                    Table No.5.1 

House Community No. of Seats 

 

Council of State 

Muhammadan 2 

Sikhs 1 

Non-Muhammadan 1 

Total 04 

 

Legislative Assembly 

Muhammadan 6 

Sikhs 2 

Non-Muhammadan 3 

Landholders 1 

Total 12 

Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab, 1987. 
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This election system was remained same and continue till 1947 because the federal 

part of the government of Indian Act was not implemented in India. The Montagu 

Chelmsford reforms of 1919 also strengthen the Punjab Legislative Council with 

ninety four members. Twenty three nominated by Governor and seventy one directly 

elected from the different constituencies of the Punjab as shown in the following table 

no.5.2. 

Table No.5.2. The constituencies of Legislative Council of Punjab 1920-35 

Community Urban Rural Total 

Muhammadan 5 27 32 

Non-Muhammadan 7 13 20 

Sikhs 1 11 12 

Special - - 7 

Total 13 51 71 

              Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab, 1987 

In Punjab Hardly over three percent population had the right to vote due to 

strict qualification for voter from 1920-35. This situation was very bad when 

compared with other provinces.
7
This system was enforced until the Government of 

India Act 1935 was implemented.The Government of India Act 1935 made profound 

changes in the electoral system. These new constitutional reforms awarded uni-

cameral legislature instead of bi-cameral in Punjab and some other provinces. The 

name of the Punjab Legislative Council was replaced bythe Punjab Legislative 

Assembly and its elected member‟s strength was increased to 175.
8
The members of 

Punjab Legislative Assembly in 1937-1945-46 were as shown in the following table 

no.5.3. 
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Table No.5.3. 

Community Urban Rural Total 

General 8 34 42 

Muhammadan 9 75 84 

Sikhs 2 29 31 

Special 18 - 18 

Total 37 138 175 

Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab, 1987. 

Political awareness was increased in the Province as the British government 

politically empowered the people of Punjab through different constitutional reforms. 

As the provincial election was held in the Punjab the Feudal and landlords were 

dominated in the politics of the province with the support of British authorities. 

5.2  History of Multani Notables Families in British Era 

 A brief account about the role played by the notables‟ families of Multan is 

very important for understanding the political developments in Colonial Multan. 

These families played very vital role during the whole British period.In the 19th 

century these had got honorary titles (Zaildar, Honorary Magistrate) and show 

loyalties to the British authorities. When political activities were started in 1920s, the 

British had a strong hold at the provincial level politics of the Multan region with the 

help of these notable families. 
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5.2.1 Gillani Family 

The name Gillani is derived from the Gilan. It was a province in Persia, where 

the Abdul Qadir a member of Gillani familymigrated to Uch in the mid of 15
th

 

century.Musa Pak Shaheed was the son of Abdul Qadir. The tomb of Musa Pak 

Shaheed is inside the Pak Gate in Multan City.Gillani family got the importance and 

value in the Mughal period and was succeeded to get a large jagirs at the different 

part of the Multan region.When the British captured the Multan in 1849, they 

cooperate with them.This family also supported the British during the war of 1857 

and government awarded a certificate to Syed Noor Shah for his family services and 

cooperation in war.
9
The Guardians of the shrine of Musa Pak Shaheed had got the 

village of Hafizwalaas a jagirin Shujabad tehsil of the Multan district.
10

Gillanis are 

belong to the syed tribe which probably speaking the descendants of Hazrat Ali.
11

The 

syed in the Multan district belong to families, the Gillanis, Gardeziz, Qurashis, 

Chishtis and Bokharis.The syeds has held in significantrespect by the people who 

salute them with respect and looked up to them as pir. The most of the syed families 

in the Multan district has own lands. But they seldom found handling the plough.The 

population of the syeds in the district was as shown in the following table no.5.4. 

Sr #. Census Population 

1 1901 15567 

2 1911 11695 

3 1921 13830 

4 1931 16736 

Punjab District Gazetteers vol. xxviipart B, Multan District, Statistical Tables, 1936, Table 

no.15. 
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The government awarded the title Rais to the Syed Walayt Hussain Shah 

Gillani and appointed him honorary magistrate in 1876.Gillani family supported the 

British government during the 1
st
World War. The government awarded the title 

„‟Khan Bahadur‟‟ to Makhdoom Sadr-ud-Din Gillani for the services of Gillani 

family in the 1
st
World War.

12
He was the provincial darbari and was respected 

throughout Multan and neghbouring districts.Gillani family had done many services 

to the British government at different occasions and government rewarded the Gillani 

family with titles and appointed them at different posts.MakhdoomYasin Shah and 

Makhdoom Ghulam Mustafa Shah were an Honorary Magistrate and an extra 

assistant commissioner respectively.
13

Syed Raza Shah Gillani was remind the 

member of the Legislative Assembly from 1920 to 1936 till his death. He was also an 

honorary magistratein 1924.Another member of Gillani family Syed Sher Shah was 

an extra Assistant Commissioner. Syed Rajan Shah was remindedthe member and 

president of the Multan Municipal committee for several years and was doing a good 

public service. He also remained the member of the Legislative Assembly and an 

honorary magistrate.
14

 

5.2.2 Gardezi Sayed 

Gardezi Sayed, are known as Hussainis from their descent from Hazrat Imam 

Hussain and they believed inthe Shia faith. They mostly lived in tehsil Kabirwala of 

District Multan but they had strong Influential in the district.Although the large 

jaguar were resumed during the Sikh regime, but still different branches of Gardezi 

family has possess a land in the district Multan.This family was also loyal to the 

British government in response to theirloyalty the government awarded the titles and 

appointed at honorary posts.Makhdoom Sheikh Raju was an Honorary Magistrate, 
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aanother member of Gardezi family Sayed Hassan Bukhsh was also an honorary 

magistrate and member of the Multan Municipal Committee. He was also remained 

the vice president of the Multan Municipal Committee. He awarded the Khan 

Bahadur to him and had a seat in the divisional darbar.
15

 

5.2.3 Qureshi Family 

In Multan District the qureshis are mainly descended to Shaikh 

BahaudinZakriya. He was born at Kot Karor in A.H 565 or 1169-70 A.D.
16

 There 

were two qureshi families of the district were most reputed and famous; Makhdoom 

of Bahawal Haq Shrine and Makhdoom of Ghouspur in Kabirwala tehsil of the 

District Multan.This family was also loyal and cooperative with the British 

government at all occasions. The population of the qureshi family in the district was 

as shown below in the table no.5.5. 

Table no.5.5       

Sr #. Census Population 

1 1901 7797 

2 1911 8867 

3 1921 8567 

4 1931 10340 

Punjab District Gazetteers vol. xxvii part B, Multan District, Statistical Tables, 1936, table 

no.15. 

 British government awarded the title of Khan Bahadur to the 

MakhdoomMurid Husain Qureshi, for his services and cooperation with the 

British.He had preference over the entire district‟s unofficial darbaris.He was widely 

respected in south west part of the Punjab and Sindh.He was remained the Senior 
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Vice President of the Multan Municipal Committee and Honorary Magistrate.He 

holds a large land at various parts of the district, especially at Hitharan at Sidhani 

canal and Chenab canal. A jagir of five thousand acre was allotted to the shrine of 

Bahaudin Zakriya.
17

Makhdoom Riaz Hussain C.I.E., was also an honorary Extra 

Assistant Commissioner and had done good services in Frontier and in Multan for 

many years. His two sons Walyat Hussain and Ashiq Hussain were also Extra 

Assistant Commissioner. From 1849 when British captured  Multan till the end of 

British rule in sub continent the Qureshi family of the Multan district was always 

being loyal and cooperative with the British government. 

5.2.4 Khakwani Family 

A Khakwani name derived from the Khakan a village near to Hirat in 

Afghanistan. Malik Shah Pal was the first person in Khakwani family who arrive 

Multan with Hamayun(a Mughal King).Khakwani claimed to be Pathan by the 

cast.Ali Muhammad Khan Khakwani served under Ahmad Shah Abdali and remained 

subedar in Multan. He also dug Wali Muhammad Canal from the river Sutlej which 

irrigates the Mailsi.
18

There was another Branch of Khakwani family, which belongs 

to Ghazni Afghanistan. Lal Khan a man of this family first arrived Multan, his son 

Ali Khan was remained governor of Sikandarabad underNawab Muzaffar Khan. 

Mustafa Khan Khakwani was the famous kardar of Sawan Mal.He also supported the 

English against Mulraj‟s rebellion and in the war of 1857.He died in 1869 but his son 

Ghulam Qadir khan completed Haji Wah canal. The British government granted sixty 

thousands acre land to Khakwani family in Mailsi and Lodhran Tahsils of Multan 

district.
19

The British government awarded the grants and jagirs to the different people 
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of the Khakwani family. The detail of the grant awarded to the khakwani family by 

the English was shown as in below table no.5.6. 

Table No.5.6. 

Name Jagir/ pension MonthlySalary/others 

Faujdar Khan Rs.4000(jagir) Rs.400(salary) 

GhulamSarwar khan Rs.2400(Pension) Garden(Shujabad) 

Ghulam Mustafa Khan Rs.2000(Pension) Garden(Multan city) 

Sadiq Muhammad khan Rs.2000(Pension) Garden(Multan city) 

GhulamQasim Khan Rs.1000(Pension) Garden(Multan city) 

J. Royal Roseberry, Imperial Rule in Punjab,The Conquest and Administration of 

Multan 1818-1881, Vanguard Books Lahore, 1988. 

5.2.5 Hiraj and Daha Families 

The role of Hiraj and Daha families‟ was very important in the Sikh period 

and also during the British Rule. These families  are always remaining loyal and 

cooperative with the ruler of this region.The Hirajis the branch of Sial family. Sultan 

Hiraj was a prominent in this family. He was cooperating and remained loyal with 

English in the war of 1857.He also provided the logistic support to the British during 

the Afghan war of 1879-80. The government appointed him as zaildar in Tulamba 

and awarded a jagirs to his family in Kabirwala and Tulamba. Sultan Hiraj was 

succeeded by his son Allah Yar, who was appointed Honorary Extra Assistant 

Commissioner.When he died serious disputes were started in the family. Mehr Wali 

Dad was the last head of the Hiraj family in the British rule. He was also loyal to the 

British.
20

 

 Daha family belongs to Rajput by the cast. The main origin of Daha was 

Dharwar State whence this family migrated to Bahawal Pur state, then Pakpattan and 
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finally settled in Khanewal.
21

Ziadt Khan Daha was appointed zaildar in Kot Kamalia 

and Luddon during the Dewan Sawan Mal rule. When the British captured this area, 

Daha family cooperated with the British authorities. This family rendered good 

services in the war of 1857. In recognition of the services and loyalty of Daha family, 

the Haq Nawaz Khan was nominated as zaildar and Divisional Darbari.Another 

member of Daha family Sahib Farid Khan Daha was Divisional Darbari and Zaildar 

in the Khanewal area. Habit Khan Daha was elected a member of the Punjab 

Legislative Assembly in General election of 1937. He also contested the election in 

the seat of the Punjab Legislative Assembly in the election of 1945-46, from the 

Unionist party but couldn‟t succeed.
22

 

5.2.6 Daultana Family 

 Daultana claimed to be Rajput by cast and it is subcast of Joya Rajput. In the 

time of Akbar (A Mughal King) Joya were the leading family in Mailsi and Lodhran 

tehsil. The Daultana the Salderas and the Lakhweras are the sub-clans of Joya.
23

This 

family settled on the right bank of the river and laid the foundation of the Present 

Luddan city in Vehari district. This family cooperated with the British when they 

captured this area. In the war of 1857 Daultana family cooperated with the British 

authorities and maintained peace in  area. The British government awarded Jagir and 

a cash prize to the chief of Daultana family,Ghulam Muhammad for his services in 

the war.  

 In 1920s when political activities were started in Punjab, Mian Ahmad Yar 

Khan Daultana contested the election of Punjab Legislative Assembly in 1920, 1926, 

1930 and win seat. He also takes part in the 1937 election and wins seat of Punjab 

Legislative Assembly.
24

Mian Ahmad Yar Daultana was a popular candidate of the 
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Unionist Party.In 1940 Mian Allah Yar Daultana elected as member of Punjab 

Legislative Assembly in by election. Mian Allah Yar Khan Daultana was also 

succeeded at the Punjab Legislative Assembly at Muslim league ticket in the election 

of 1945-46.
25

Daultanas were very famous in Unionist in 1920s and 1930s. When 

Muslim League gets popularity in the 1940s, Mian Allah Yar Daultana changed 

parties from Unionist to Muslim League.Daultana family was always being loyal and 

cooperative with the Britishers from the beginning to the end of British rule.  

5.2.7 Laghari Family of D.G.khan 

 The Leghari were settled in the southern hill torrent of D. G. Khan which lies 

the station of Fort Munro. The family shifted in plain area Choti in the time of 

Emperor Hamayun (a Mughal King).Talpurs the last rulers of Sindh were also belong 

to the Leghari clan.Jamal Khan was the chief of Leghari tribe, but his uncle Jalal khan 

exercised the chief power. This family cooperated with the British when they 

captured the D. G. Khan and its surrounding areas.Leghari family also supported the 

British in the war of 1857. Jamal Khan was nominated as honorary magistrate and 

awarded the title of Nawab in 1875-76 in recognition of his loyal behavior.
26

He was 

died in 1881 and his son Muhammad Khan succeeded him. He was also awarded the 

title of Nawab on the occasion of Her Majesty Queen Victoria‟s Jubilee in 1887. He 

was died in 1896. He was succeeded by his only son Jamal Khan in young age. The 

matter of lands and chief power of the tribe was exercised by SardarTiggia Khan 1
st
 

cousin of the new Leghari chief Jamal Khan for some years.Political activities were 

started in the Punjab after the British Indian Act 1919. Leghari chief Jamal Khan 

contested the election of Punjab Legislative Council in 1920 and was succeeded at 

BalouchTumandars seat of the province. He captured this provincial seat till 1947.
27

In 
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1923 Unionist Party was formed in the Punjab and most of the Punjabi landlords were 

the part of Unionist party.Jamal Khan Leghari was also contested elections at 

Unionist Party ticket, but he was succeeded mostly unopposed. After the 

implemented the British Indian Act of 1935 the name of the Punjab Legislative 

Council was replaced bythe Punjab Legislative Assembly.Jamal Khan was also 

succeeded at the special seat of BalouchTumandar in the Punjab in the election of 

1937 and 1945-46.
28

 

5.3  Evolution of Shrine and Landlords Politics 

Multan was remained famous as city of saints from the past to the present 

time. The shrines of Bahaudin Zakriya, Shah Rukn-i- Alam, Musa Pak Shaheed and 

Shah Yousaf Tabraez are the famous in the Multan City. The shrine of Hazrat Baba 

Farid-ud Din Masood in Pakpatton is one of the outstanding representatives of the 

Chisti order.
29

 The families of the shrines had good relations and were loyal to the 

ruler of the times from the Administration of Dehli to Mughal Emperors and then in 

the British period. The Huge jagir and honorary titles were awarded to these families 

which enhance their social and economic position in the region.
30

The politics of the 

Multan region, mostly revolved around the shrine and Landlords families of the 

region for the last many centuries.Zahid Hussain writes in his Article „Democracy on 

a String‟  

 “There were no signs of any real change, but only to face the same families 

continued to dominate the election scene.The Gillani of the regionis one of them.The 

election campaign revolves around personalities.Traditionally within the Indo Muslim 

community the fountain head as well as the focus of culture in the region has been the 

king‟s court and the saint‟s shrine.”
31
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 The pre-Muslim medieval period may be regarded as the traditional age of 

feudalism in India.Feudalism and Chiefs play important role in the Indian politics 

from the rule in the subcontinent to till the establishment of the British Rule.
32

The 

Landlords of this region rendered good services to the British during the war of 1857. 

The British Authorities decided to reward them so Jagirs, honorary titles and 

Honorary Posts were granted to the loyal zamindars families.In 1860s the Punjab 

government wanted to attach influence and experience of traditional leaders. For this 

purpose some new posts were created such as; Honorary Magistrate, Honorary Police 

officer and zaildar. The British government appointed the landlords at these honorary 

posts. Makhdum Bahawal Bakhsh, Narain Das and GhulamQadir Khan Khakwani 

were appointed Honorary Magistrates. This was an evidence of their political 

influence in the region.
33

The British also granted the Jagirs to the families in the 

Multan region such as; Mukhdum Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Ghulam Mustafa Khan 

Khakwani,Sadiq Muhammad Khan Badozi, Sultan Hiraj, Walidad and 

MachiaLangrial. 
34

The British also introduced the scheme of canal colony. It 

strengthened the socio-economic status and political authority which selected for land 

grants.The land was used for the purpose of political stability and social control.
35

The 

feudals contest elections in order to retain their influence and to impress others.
36

 The 

landlords played a vital role in politics at regional, provincial and national level. They 

were always a part of rolling class.  

5.4  Multani Elites and Electoral Politics 

  Legislatives Councils were established in India after implementing the British 

Indian Council Act of 1861, but in Punjab province this political development was 

not implemented till 1897.In fact Montagu Chelmsford reforms of 1919 opened a 
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window for the political development in Punjab. The criteria for the election 

candidate and the voter were very high. Therefore, only Landlords and Businessmen 

can contest the elections.In the South West region of the Province the Landlords and 

the pir were dominated and their role was very important in the politics of the Multan 

region.The seats in the Legislative Assembly of India and Punjab Constituencies for 

the Council of State of India, 1920-47 was such as given in the below tables no.5.7 

and 5.8. 

 Table no.5.7: Members of Legislative Assembly of India from the Multan division: 

1920-47. 

Religious Community Constituencies Seats 

Non-Muhammadan Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi Divisions. 1 

Muhammadan Multan, Montgomery, Muzaffargarh, D. G. 

Khan divisions. 

1 

Sikh Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi Divisions. 1 

Special.Punjab 

Landholders 

Entire Punjab 1 

                                           Total 04 

           Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab:1920-1947,1987. 

Table No.5.8:  

       Punjab Constituencies for the Council of State of India, 1920-47. 

Religious Community Constituencies Seats 

Non-Muhammadan Entire Punjab 1 

Muhammadan (West 

Punjab) 

Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi 

Divisions. 

1 

Sikh Entire Punjab 1 

                                           Total 03 

           Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab: 1920-1947,1987. 
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There were twelve seats in the Punjab province in the Legislative Assembly 

and only four seats were in the Council of the State of India.
37

In the Legislative 

Assembly of India one Muslim seat was fixed for the South western districts (Multan, 

Montgomery, Muzaffargarh, and D. G. Khan) of the province. At this constituency 

Makhdum Rajan Bakhsh Shah Gillani was remained successful since 1920 

to1934.
38

The following table no.5.9 show the results of Legislative Assembly seats 

from south west Punjab of Multan region. 

Table No.5.9 

Election         Constituency No. of 

Seat 

Successful Candidate 

1920 Multan, Montgomery, 

Muzaffargarh, 

D.G.Khan. (South West 

Punjab) 

1 Makhdoom Rajan Bukhsh 

Gilani 

1923 Multan, Montgomery, 

Muzaffargarh, 

D.G.Khan. (South West 

Punjab)  

1 Makhdoom Rajan Bukhsh 

Gilani 

1926 Multan, Montgomery, 

Muzaffargarh, 

D.G.Khan. (South West 

Punjab) 

1 Makhdoom Rajan Bukhsh 

Gilani 

1930 Multan, Montgomery, 

Muzaffargarh, 

D.G.Khan. (South West 

Punjab) 

1 Makhdoom Rajan Bukhsh 

Gilani 

1934 Multan, Montgomery, 

Muzaffargarh, 

D.G.Khan. (South West 

Punjab) 

1 Makhdoom Rajan Bukhsh 

Gilani 

Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab: 1920-1947,1987. 

He was succeeded unopposed at this seat. Because he belonged to the famous 

Gillani family of Multan.His family was the guardian of the shrine of Musa Pak 



 

170 
 

Shaheed and also had good relations with the British.Makhdum Rajan Bakhsh Gillani 

was died in 1936 and in the by election of 1936 Makhdum Sher Shah Gillani was 

remained successful.He was also succeeded in the election of 1945-46 at this seat at 

the Muslim League ticket. 

As above table no.5.8 show that there was only one seat for the Muslims in 

the Council of State for the Lahore, Rawalpindi and Multan divisions. At this seat 

only those candidates were succeeded who had close relation with the British and was 

loyal to them.In the below table no.5.10 show the results of the elections of the west 

Punjab seat of the Council of State of India from 1920 to 1936. 

Table No.5.10: Elections results of the west Punjab seat of the Council of State of 

India from 1920 to 1936. 

Election Constituency Successful candidate 

1920    Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi 

Divisions 

Sir Umer Hayat Tiwana 

1925 Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi 

Divisions. 

Muhammad Mehr Shah Gilani 

1930 Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi 

Divisions. 

Sir Umer Hayat Tiwana 

1936 Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi 

Divisions. 

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan 

        Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab: 1920-1947,1987. 

In Punjab province the political activities were started after the Montagu 

Chelmsford reform in 1919. But like the Legislative assembly and the Council of 

State of India, the criteria of the candidate of the Punjab Legislative Council and later 

the Punjab Legislative Assembly were also very strict and limited.The landlords and 
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businessmen were only eligible to contest the election of Punjab Legislative Council. 

The criteria of the voter were also strict that‟s why only three percent of the 

population of the Punjab Province can cast their votes to elect the member of Punjab 

Legislative Council.
39

Most of them were loyal landlords with the British government. 

There were five lakhs voters in the Punjab province in which four lakhs and twenty 

thousand were ruler voters of the Punjab province.
40

The constituencies of the Punjab 

Legislative Council were such as from1919 to 1935. 

 Non-Muhammadan-urban (West Punjab towns)  

Muns. of Multan, Montgomery, Chiniot, Layallpur, Muzaffargarh, Jhang, 

D.G.Khan, cantts. of Multan. (one seat) 

 Non-Muhammadan-Rural (Multan Division) (one seat) 

 Muhammadan-Urban (West Punjab towns) 

Muns. of  Jujrat, Jalal Pur Jattan, Bhera, Khushab, Jhelum, Rawalpindi, 

Muree, Mianwali,  Multan, Montgomery, Lyallpur, Muzaffargarh, Jhang, 

D.G.Khan, cantts. of Multan, Jhelum, Rawalpindi, Muree, Attock, Sargodha 

and Campbellpur. (one seat) 

Montgomery district. (one seat) 

 Muhammadan-Rural (Multan East) 

(Kabirwala, Khanewal and Mailsitehs. Of Multan district) (one seat) 

Multan West (Multan, Shujabad, Lodhran tehs. Of Multan district.) (one seat) 

 Jhang district (one seat) 

 Muzafargarhdistrict (one seat) 

 D.G.Khan district (one seat) 

 Sikh-Urban (Entire Punjab) (one seat) 
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 Sikh-Rural (Multan Division) (one seat) 

 Special Punjab Landholders (Entire Punjab) 

(Non-Muslims)(one seat) 

 (Muslims)(one seat) 

 (Sikh)(one seat) 

There were limited constituencies in south western part of the Punjab province.In 

most of the districts, there was only a one seat for the each religious community, but 

in the rural areas of the Punjab Muslim seats were much better than the other 

religious groups.The details of the winging candidates in the different elections of the 

Punjab Legislative Council wereshown following in the table no.5.11 to table no. 

5.15. 

  



 

173 
 

Table No.5.11: Election 1920 elected candidates 

Religious 

Community 

Constituencies Candidate 

Muhammadan 

Urban 

West Punjab Town Rana Muhammad Akbar Ali 

 

 

Muhammadan 

Rural 

 

Multan East Mian Ahmad Yar Khan 

Daultana 

Multan West Makhdoom Raza Shah Gilani 

Jhang Mr.Hussain Shah 

Muzaffargarh Muhammad Abdullah Khan 

D.G.Khan S. Allan Khan Drishak 

     Do- 

(Muslims) 

(Punjab Landholders) Mian Fazal-i-I Hussain 

     Do BalouchTumandars Muhammad Jamal khan 

Leghari 

          Table No.5.12; Election 1923 elected candidates 

Religious 

Community 

Constituencies Candidate 

Muhammadan 

Urban 

West Punjab Towns Sheikh Abdul Qadir 

 

Muhammadan 

Rural 

 

Multan East Muhammad Haibat Khan 

Daha 

Multan West Makhdoom Raza Shah Gilani 

Jhang Mr.Hussain Shah 

Muzaffargarh Muhammad Abdullah Khan 

D.G.Khan Faiz Muhammad 

     Do- 

(Muslims) 

(Punjab Landholders) MianFazal-i-I Hussain 

     Do BalouchTumandars Muhammad Jamal khan 

Leghari 
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     Table No.5.13; Election 1926 elected candidates 

Religious 

Community 

Constituencies Candidate 

 Muhammadan 

Urban 

 

West Punjab Towns Dr.Muhammad Alam 

 

 

Muhammadan 

Rural 

 

Multan East Mian Ahmad Yar Khan 

Doultana 

Multan West Makhdoom Raza Shah Gilani 

Jhang Syed Mubarik Ali Shah 

Muzaffargarh Muhammad Abdullah Khan 

D.G.Khan Sir Faiz Muhammad 

Do- (Muslims) (Punjab Landholders) Sikandar Hayat Khan 

     Do BalouchTumandars Muhammad Jamal khan 

Leghari 

       Table No.5.14;Election 1930 elected candidates 

Religious 

Community 

Constituencies Candidate 

Muhammadan 

Urban 

West Punjab Towns Sheikh Abdul Ghani 

 

 

Muhammadan 

Rural 

 

Multan East Muhammad Haibat Khan Daha 

Multan West Makhdoom Raza Shah Gilani 

Jhang Syed Mubarik Ali Shah 

Muzaffargarh Shaikh Muhammad Hassan 

D.G.Khan Sir Faiz Muhammad 

     Do- 

(Muslims) 

(Punjab Landholders) Mian Ahmad YarDoultana 

     Do BalouchTumandars Muhammad Jamal khan Leghari 

           Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab: 1920-1947, 1987. 



 

175 
 

In above tables shown detail of the constituencies of the province that only the 

loyal landlords and the pir of the Multan region were contesting the elections and 

most of them were succeeded who were loyal and cooperative with the British 

government.There were four elections held in the Punjab province from the Montagu 

Chelmsford reformin 1919 to the British Indian Act of 1935.Table no.5.12 shown that 

in Multan districts theDaultana, the Daha and the Gillani families were dominated in 

the elections of the Legislative Council of the Punjab. All these families were loyal 

and had good relations with the British.The Syed Bukhari family of the Shah Jiwana 

in the Jhang district was remained successful in the elections. In D.G.Khan district the 

leghari the khosa and the drishak families had more influence in the politic at district 

and provincial level. They were all big landlords of the Multan region. The British 

government awarded them lands in their own districts or tahsils.
41

The Leghari chief 

Sir Jamal Khan was remained successful at special seat of BalouchTumandar in the 

Punjab Legislative Council from 1920 to 1937. They always cooperative with British 

at many occasions, when the Unionist Party was formed in 1923, they were the part 

of Unionist from 1923 to 1937
42

.In the British Indian Act of 1935 the franchise in the 

Punjab province was increased and the name of the Punjab Legislative Council was 

replaced bythe Punjab Legislative Assembly.
43

The seats in the south western part of 

the Punjab province were also increased from fourteen to twenty four from 1937 to 

1945.The detail of the seats and the successful candidate were given below in the 

table no.5.15 at page no.176. 
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Table No. 5.15; The constituencies of Punjab Legislative Assembly from the Multan 

divisionGeneral Election 1937.  

Religious 

Community 

Constituencies Elected- Candidates 

General-urban 

 

(South Western towns)     L ShiveDayal 

General-Rural 

 

(South East Multan Division) 

 

Mahanat Girdhari Das 

General-Rural 

 

(South East Multan Division) 

 

    RB Ch. Sham Lal 

Muhammadan-

Urban 

 

(Multan Div. towns) Ghulam Hussain-A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muhammadan-

Rural 

 

 

Jhang 

District. 

Jhang east,  Nawaish Ali Khan-u 

Jhang central Mubarik Ali Shah-u 

Jhang west Talib Husain Khan-u 

 

 

Multan 

District 

Multan  Ashiq Hussain Qureshi-u 

 Khanewal Haibat Khan Daha-u 

Lodhran Mohmd Villayat Hussain Shah-u 

Shujabad Muhmd Raza Shah Gilani-u 

Kabirwala Wali Muhmd Sial Hiraj-u 

Mailsi Ahmad Yar Khan Doultana-u 

Dist. 

Muzaffargarh 

Muzaffargarh, Mian Fazal Karim Bakhsh-u 

Alipur Makhdoom Muhmd Hussain-u 

KotAdu+ 

Leiah) 

MianMushtaq Ahmad Gurmani-u 

 

D.G.Khan 

district 

D.G.Khan 

North  

Khaja Ghulam Murtaza-u 

 D.G.Khan 

Central 

Sheikh Faiz Muhammad-u 

D.G.Khan 

South 

Mohmd Hussain Khan Gurchani-u 

Sikh-Urban  (Western 

towns) 

SS Ujjal Singh 

Sikh-Rural  South West 

Punjab 

Ajit Singh 

 

Punjab 

Landholders 

 (West Punjab) Sir Muhmd Hayat Khan Noon 

BalouchTumandars  D.G.Khan 

District 

Sir Muhmd Jamal Khan Leghari-u 

                  Source;Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab, 1987. 
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      The table no.5.15 shows that in the south west part of the province all the 

Muslim seats of the Punjab Legislative Assembly won by the Unionist party in the 

election of 1937. The Landlords, Chiefs of the tribes, the pirs and the guardians 

families of the shrines of the Jhang, Multan, Muzaffargarh and D.G.Khan were 

contesting the election at Unionist Party. In the Jhang district two candidates of the 

Unionist Party were successive unopposed because they belonged to the Syed family 

of the district and had vast influence in the voters of their constancies.The success of 

the Unionist Party in the election of 1937 was the result of the joint support of the 

landlords and the pirs in the region.
44

Ian Talbot writes in his articles „„The 1946 

Punjab Elections‟‟ 

“The Unionist Party approached the following 14 leading pirs and 

Sajjadanashins for support in 1937:Diwan Sahib Pakpatton, Sajjadanashin Mahr 

Sharif Bahawapur, PirTunsa, PirSial, PirGolra, PirFazal Shah, Pir Makhad, 

Sajjadanashin of Sultan Bahu, Sajjadanashin Pirkot, Makhdum Murid Husain 

Qureshi, PirJamiat Ali Shah,Sajjadanashin Ajmer Dargah, Sajjadanashin Saharanpur, 

Sajjadanashin of the shrine of the of Nizamudin Auylia Dehli.”
45

 

Although Muslim League Loose the election of 1937 against the Unionist 

Party but it was the first time that Muslim League won the two seats in the Punjab 

Legislative Assembly. The success of the Unionist was the result of the strong control 

of its leadership at the Punjab politics and the support of the British to the Unionist 

Party.After the election of 1937 the political situation of the Punjab was starting to 

change. Muslim League started to gain its popularity with the support of the Pirs and 

landlords in the Province. That‟s why the Muslim League succeeds in the election of 

1945-46. The seats and the eligible criteria was the as in the election of 1937.The 
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detail of the winning candidates Punjab Legislative Assembly from the Multan region 

in the election 1945-56 was given in the below table no.5.16.The detail of the 

winning candidates Punjab Legislative Assembly from the Multan region General 

Election 1946. 

Religious 

Community 

Constituencies Elected- Candidates 

General-urban (South Western towns) Munshi HariharLal 

General-Rural (South East Multan Division) L BehariLal 

General-Rural (South East Multan Division) Virendra 

Muhammadan-

Urban 

(Multan Div. towns) Muhmd Amin-ML 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muhammadan-

Rural 

 

 

Jhang 

District. 

Jhang east,  Ghulam Muhmd Shah-ML 

Jhang central Mubarik Ali Shah-U 

Jhang west Mahr Muhmd Arif  Khan-ML 

 

 

Multan 

District 

Multan  Ashiq Hussain Qureshi-U 

 Khanewal Pir Budhan Shah Khagga-ML 

Lodhran Ghulam Mustafa Shah Gilani-ML 

Shujabad Muhmd Raza Shah Gilani-ML 

Kabirwala Naubahar Shah Bukhari-ML 

Mailsi Allah Yar Khan Doultana-ML 

Dist. 

Muzaffargarh 

Muzaffargarh, Abdul Hamid Khan Dasti-ML 

Alipur Muhmd Ibrahim Barq-U 

KotAdu+ 

Leiah) 

Muhmd Ghulam Gilani Gurmani-

ML 

 

D.G.Khan 

district 

D.G.Khan 

North  

Ata Muhmad Khan-ML 

 D.G.Khan 

Central 

Sheikh Faiz Muhammad-U 

D.G.Khan 

South 

Bahadur Khan Drishak-ML 

Sikh-Urban  (Western 

towns) 

SS Ujjal Singh 

Sikh-Rural  South West 

Punjab 

Ajit Singh 

Punjab 

Landholders 

 (West Punjab) Sir MuhmdKhizar Hayat Khan 

Tiwana-U 

BalouchTumandars  D.G.Khan 

District 

Sir Muhmd Jamal Khan-Leghari-

ML 

Source; Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab:1920-1947, 1987. 
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Table no.5.16 shows that party's position was changed with election of 1945-

46 in the Punjab as well as in the Multan region.The Unionist party won only four 

seats in the Multan region one each in the districts Jhang, Muzaffargarh, Multan and 

in D. G. Khan. Muslim League got majority seats in the Multan region and also in the 

Punjab Province.The following table no 5.18 shown the party positionof Unionists 

and Muslim Leaguein the Multan region (South western part) as well as in the 

Punjab. 

Table No.5.17: The party position of Unionist and Muslim League in the Multan 

region from 1937 to 1945-46 

Election Party Seats in Multan Region Seats in Punjab 

1937 Unionist 16 98 

Muslim League 0 02 

1945 Unionist 04 19 

Muslim League 14 73 

        Source: Kripal C. Yadav, Elections in Punjab: 1920-1947, 1987. 

The table no.5.17 show the clear position of the Unionist and the Muslim 

League party in the last two elections of the British Punjab.The Muslim League had 

got clear majority in the election of 1945 in the south western part (Multan region) of 

the Punjab proviance. The landlords of the Multan region had joined the Muslim 

league in the election of 1945-46 such as families Hayats, Noons, Gillanis of Multan 

Syed of Shah Jiwana Jhang, Doultana and the chiefs‟ families:Leghari, Darashak and 

Khosa of Dera Ghazi Khan. Ian Talbot writes in his article “The 1946 Punjab 

Election”. 



 

180 
 

“The Unionist Party‟s success in the 1937 election had been based on the joint 

support of the leading landlords and pirs.By 1946 this had been lost in many of the 

western districts of the province. Leading pir families such as those of the pirs of 

Jalapur, Jahanian Shah, and Shah Jiwana which had the Unionist Party since 1923 

were supporting the League.…Pirs played an important part in the League‟s success 

because of their immense spiritual and temporal sway over their numerous followers 

in the Villages. The league achieved its greatest electoral success in such districts as 

Multan, Jhang Jhelum and Karnal, where it had obtained the support of the leading 

pirs and sajjadanashins”.
46

 

The majority of the Muslims pirs and landlords were not joined the Unionist 

or the Muslim League in the Muslim case or Islam but in order to join the winning 

side. These leading families of the Punjab and the Multan region as well had a long 

tradition of protecting their own interests. 

5.5  The Role of Multani people during the Movement of Pakistan 

Multan had always played an important role in the history of the 

Subcontinent. The local population was politically influenced and dominated by the 

Gillani, Gardezi, Qureshi, Pathan and Joyas (daultana).These families had played an 

active role in the last quarter of the 19
th

 century and in the politics of the 20
th 

century 

in the Multan region.Moulvi Muhammad Abdullah was formed Anjaman-I-Islamia, 

Multan in 1884.Anjaman-i-Islamia established many schools in the Multan. When 

Willayat Hussain Gillani became the president of the Anjaman-I-Islamia, it works 

more efficiently.The Gillani family of the Multan was the pioneer to educate the 

Multani people and uniting them at political platform.
47
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 Syed Rajan Bukhsh was the pioneer in the Gillani family who took interest in 

the social and political affairs of the people of the Multan.He contested the election of 

Multan Municipal Committee in 1903 and was succeeded. He remained the vice 

president and the president of the Multan Municipal Committee in 1913 and 1921 

respectively. He was also elected member of the Imperial Legislative Council in 1921 

and served sixteen years in this seat.
48

Makhdum Syed Sad-ud-Din Shah Gillani, 

Makhdum Syed Raza Shah Gillani and Makhdum Syed Zain-al-Abid Din Shah 

Gillani were also served the people of the Multan region on the Multan Municipal 

Committee and as the Member of Punjab Legislative Council.
49

 

 The Qureshi family of the Multan also played very active role in the politics 

of the region. Qureshi family had a large influence in the south western part of the 

province and in Sindh because these were the guardian of the shrine of Bahaudin 

Zakriya.Makhdum Murid Hussain was the pioneer among the Qureshi family who 

took interest in the politics of the Multan region. Sir Nawab Riaz Hussain Qureshi 

and Nawabzada Major Ashiq Hussain Qureshi also took part in the politics of Multan 

district and at the provincial level as well.
50

The Qureshi family was the supporter of 

the Unionist and the British Government and wasbeneficiaries while the Gillani 

family remained with the Muslim League although had affiliation with Unionist 

Party. 

 The people of Multan also took partin the Khilafat movement with religious 

passion.In 1914 Dr. Abdul Haq Khan Durrani was the first man in Multan who 

arranged newspapers of Comrade and Hamdard in the city. These newspapers set a 

platform in the Multan city for the Khilafat Movement.Syed Sadr-ud-Din was the 

president; Shaikh Muhammad Sadique deputy president and Moulana Ghulam Rasool 
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was theGeneral Secretary of the Khilafat movement. Due to the strong pressure of the 

British government the president Syed Sadr-ud-Din Shah Gillani; Shaikh Muhammad 

Sadique deputy president and member of the central committee Syed Zain-UL-Abidin 

Shah Gillani had resigned from the Khilafat Movement. Moulana Abdul Tawab was 

unanimously nominated as the president of the Khilafat Movement in Multan.
51

 

Although the government had used influence to crush the movement, butKhawja 

Abdul Qadir and his son Khawja Abdul Rashid participated in the Khilafat Movement 

session of Amritsar on 20 December 1919.To see the passion and the commitment of 

the Multani people in the Khilafat Movement Moulana Shoukat Ali came in Multan 

in 1921 and attended a huge gathering near the railway station.
52

Deputy 

Commissioner of Multan Mr. Emerson engineered a plan to crush the Hindu, Muslim 

unity in the Khilafat movement and was succeeded on 12 September 1922 when 

communal crises were started between Hindu and Muslims. This movement was 

ended in Multan in December 1922 owing to the communal crises and the strong 

influence of notables‟ loyal families of the British. 

5.6  The Muslim League and the People of Multan 

 It may be noted that all the notables‟ families of the Multan region such as 

Gillani, Gardezi, Qureshi,Khakwani,Daultana, Daha, Hiraj, Gurmani, Leghari, 

Darashak and Bosan were politically associated with the Unionist Party. In this 

political scenario, no body raised the banner of Muslim League in the Multan region 

till 1936.A group of young educated persons of the middle class decided to establish 

the branch of All India Muslim League in Multan in November 1936.
53

They were 

political mobilize at the provincial capital during their studies. Agha Aziz Mirza was 

elected its first president and the Syed Saeed Bukhari was the secretary general.The 



 

183 
 

other political parties such as All India Congress Party, the Hindu Mahasaba,the 

Ahrar Party, the Khaksar Party, the Unionist Party and the Zamindara league had 

already formed their branches in Multan.In the early year the people did not join the 

Muslim League due to the strong pressure of the ruling party of the Punjab.After the 

meeting of Sir Sikandar Hayat and Jinnah on October 1937, Sikandar Hayat was 

agreed to cooperate with the Muslim League.
54

It opened a new political window for 

the League and people of the Multan region started to join the Muslim League.The 

Notables of the Gillani and Gardezi family join the Muslim League. In 1939 a branch 

of the Muslim Student Federation was established in Multan. It is remarkable that the 

members of the Gillani family were sincerely devoted to the noble cause of the 

Muslims and they remained faithful to Muslim League till Pakistan was 

established.The role of the Muslim population of Multan in the Pakistan movement 

was very positive and they rendered great services during the Pakistan movement. 

 The people of Multan were under the strong influence of Pirs,Syads and 

Moulvis like the orthodox people. Therefore, no branch of women, Muslim League 

was formed in Multan till 1943.Syed Zubaida Saeed Jaffery was founded the branch 

of women Muslim League in Multan in 1943. The begum Syed Willayat Hussain 

Gillani was the president and the Zubaida Jaffery was the secretary general of the 

organization.
55

Gradually several other Muslim Ladies joined the women's branch of 

the Muslim League. 

5.7  The Development of Local Government System 

 The History of the local government system is very old in the sub continent. 

The Local government system was formed and maintained according to the needs of 
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that time by the rulers and kings. This system was first introduced by the Aryans in 

the Sub-continent.
56

J.Mattahi writes; 

 “The central feature of the village government was the Panchayat or village 

council constituted for both administrative and judicial purposes.The term Panchayat 

was used generally to denote a meeting of the selected council representing the whole 

community”.
57

 

 During the Muslim rule in Sub-continent the local governing system 

continued without any change. The Ghaznavis, Slaves, Khiljis, Tughlaqs and Afghan 

hadnot made any change in the local government system.
58

During the time of Mughal 

rule in Sub-continent local bodies system was not well organized corporations, butthe 

system was existed with the amendment in its function and name. 

 H. Tikner writes; „„The Mughals incorporated the village in the administration 

as a unit of revenue and for security purposes. The judicial powers of the village 

council, the Panchayat, were considerably curtailed under the regime otherwise local 

officers were responsible for the Panchayat‟‟.
59

 

 The Punjab was the last province of the India which captured the British in 

1849.At the end of war 1857 and the agrarian unrest of 1860, the British government 

decided to introduce the local government system to control the local affairs including 

law and order in the rural areas.
60

After analyzing the social and political situation of 

India,Lord Ripon suggested to establisha local government institution in India in his 

resolution of May 1882.
61

In response to the resolution of Lord Ripon District Board 

Act was passed in October 1883. This Act was implemented in twenty one districts 

out of thirty one of the Punjab and Multan district was one of them. The Lieutenant 
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Governor of Punjab also gave positive response to the Ripon resolution and passed 

Act in 1884. By this Act, municipalities were divided into two groups; first class and 

second class. The Multan declared 1
st
 class municipality. 

5.7.1  Local and Municipal Government System in Multan 

 The District Board administered the local fund of the whole district except 

those areas which were the part of Cantonment Board and the Municipal or the 

Notified Area Committee.Its interest was mostly rural and its members were also 

nominated or elected from the landlords‟ class of the district.The Deputy 

Cosystemmmissioner was the Chairman while two vice-presidents were elected by 

the board members. The constitution of the district was revised with time to time and 

after the Montagu Chelmsford reforms the strength of its member was such as in the 

following table no.5.18. 

Membersof District Board Multan in 1922 

Sr #. Member Total 

1 Elected 28 

2 Nominated 8 

4 Ex-officio 6 

Total 42 

Source; Punjab District Gazetteers, vol.vii part A, Multan District Gazetteers, 1923-24 

  The District Board managed and supervised of the government departments 

such as non provincial roads, hospitals, dispensaries, rest houses, schools and 

ferries.In 1903-04 total expenditure of the District Board Multan was 1.1 lakh and 

education was the largest expenditure item.
62

The tehsil Multan and Shujabad have 
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status of municipalities and Kahror Tulamba Khanewal Kabirwala Jalalpur Dunyapur 

Mian Chnnu Jahanian Mailsi and Seri Sidhu were notified areas of the Multan 

district. 

The Multan Municipality was established in 1867 and it had been first class 

for many years.The president and the twovice-presidents were non-officials and 

elected by the municipal committee.
63

There were twenty four members of the Multan 

Municipality whom twenty were the elected and four were nominated. The elected 

members were further divided among Muslims and non-Muslim ten members 

each.Multan municipal earned more than half revenue from the octori. In 1901-02 the 

income of the Multan municipal was two lakhs while in 1921-22 was six lakhs 

rupees.
64

Gillani and Qureshi family took an interest in the social and political affairs 

of the Muslims in Multan. Syed Rajan Bukhsh Gillani was contesting the election of 

Multan municipal committee and was succeeded in 1903. He also elected the vice 

president and president of the Multan Municipality in 1913 and 1921 

respectively.
65

Makhdum Sad-ud-Din Shah was also reminded the member of the 

Multan municipal committee from 1918 to 1938.Sir Riaz Hussain Qureshi was also 

elected the member of the district board in 1921.Makhdum Syed Raza Shah Gillani 

was an active member of the Multan district board and he was elected vice president 

in 1931. Later on he was elected the president of the district board in 1934.
66

 

Shujabad municipality was the second class and strength of its members was 

eight whom six were elected and two were nominated. The elected seats were divided 

among the Muslims and non-Muslims. There were four seats for the Muslims and two 

of the others. The main source of Shujabad municipality was the octroi, grants in aid 

from government and school fee.
67

The Jhang district had three municipalities Jhang-
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Maghana, Chiniot and Lyallpur and three notified areas Ahmadpur, Shorkot and 

Gojra. Outsides these areas the local affairs were managed by the district board.
68

 

Jhang district Board was constituted on the 8
th

 February 1888. It had thirty six 

members. All of whom six members were ex-officio and six were nominated.Chiniot 

Municipality was established in 1862 as third class; but it was gazetted second class 

in 1885. There were eight elected and four nominated members of the municipality.
69

 

The D. G. Khan district contains five municipalities in all and was second class 

municipalities named as; D. G. Khan, Jampur, Rajanpur, Dajal and Mithankot. The 

main source of revenue of these municipalities was also the octroi and government 

finding aid.
70

 

There were five municipalities constitutes in 1883 named; Muzaffargarh, 

Khangarh, Alipur, Leiah and Karor in district Muzaffargarh.
71

 The following table 

no.5.19 shows the strength of members of these municipalities. 

Table No 5.19 

 Name of 

municipality 

Nominated Elected 

Ex-

officio 

Others 

Muzaffargarh 3 - 7 

Khangarh - 3 7 

Alipur 3 6 7 

Leiah 2 6 8 

Karor 1 1 7 

Source; Punjab District Gazetteers, vol.xxxiv part A, Muzaffargarh District 

Gazetteers, 1929. 

     The term of the elected members was three years. There were four small towns 

were also constituted in 1924 named as; KotAdu, Daira Din Panah, Khairpur Sadat 
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and Jatoi.
72

 The octroi and government funding aid-grants were the main source of 

income of all the municipalities. 

5.8   Conclusion 

In spite of its strategic location and the fertile land of the Multan region, it was 

not so much advanced than the other parts of the Punjab provinces. After the war of 

1857 and the agrarian unrest of 1860, the British government decided to start political 

activities in the sub-continent and the Multan region as well. Political developments 

in this region were started in the last years of the nineteenth century as in the 

provinces. The local government system was also introduced in the Multan region in 

1880s and district board was constituted in 1883. In spite of these political 

developments in the province and in the Multan region as well, the role of the ex-

officio and the landlords were negative in these political institutions. Because they 

were the loyal and the cooperative with British government, but they did not change 

the social and political condition of the people of this region. Political activities at the 

provincial level were started after the Montagu Chelmsford reforms in the Punjab and 

Multan region as well. The notables, landlords and the pirs of this region were 

dominated by the provincial level politics as their role was in district board and 

municipal committees. Unionist party was formed in 1923 and the British had a soft 

corner with this party. It had politically ruled in the Punjab provincefrom 1923 to 

1937 owing to the political association of elite class, landlords and pairs such as; 

Gillani, Qureshi, Gardezi, Daultana, Doha, Hiraj, Germany, Darashak and Leghari 

with Unionist Party. After the Sikander Jinnah meeting and at the end of congress 

ministries the people of Punjab and the Multan region were more and more associated 
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with the Muslim League. It was the result of the political support of the landlords and 

the pirs that the League had got a historic win in the election of 1945-46.   
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Chapter No. 06 

CONCLUSION 

 For over a millennium Multan played an important role in the affairs of 

Hindustan. Multan situated at major trade and invasion routes between Central Asia 

and Hindustan. The west to east caravan track from Ghazni and Kandhar descended 

through passes in the Suleman Mountains and passed Multan city en route to upper 

India. In the Indus Valley the North-South line of communications ran through 

Multan. Therefore, Multan region possessed great commercial and strategic 

importance.When Muhammad Bin Qasim captured Multan, people started embracing 

Islam, within a short time Islam was being practiced here. Multan stayed one of the 

leading and important province during different realm of the Sub-continent. Its 

geographical position enhances its more importance in the Sub-continent. Therefore 

the princes of royal families were appointed its governors from the Mahmood 

Ghaznavi to the Mughal dynasty in Sub-continent. During the downfall of the Mughal 

Empire, Multan lost a major portion of territory but it retained its importance.  

 The Sikhs captured Multan in 1818. After the Multan annexed to the Sikh rule 

Muslims of this area were disgraced. Their houses were set on fire and looted.Azan 

was forbidden for the Muslims.Muslims were denied all their basic rights. In this 

situation many families were migrated from Multan to D. I. Khan and Bahawalpur. 

Mahraja Rangith Singh came in Multan and celebrated his victory and ordered his 

soldiers to deposit looted money.Sukh Dayal Khatri was made first Sikh Subedar 

(governor) of Multan in 1818.The Sikhs governors were mostly changed from 1818 to 

1821. The Dewan Sawan Mall was appointed a subedar of Multan in 1821. The 
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structure of administration was the same as it was during the Mughal rule. The 

subedar was as head of the administration. Diwan was the head of the department of 

finance and he was very close to the subedar. For the collection of revenue a kardar 

was appointed in each unit and many other officers were engaged  to assist him in the 

collection of revenue.  

 At the time of Sikh rule Multan was divided into eighteen Taluqas, which had 

been consolidated into five tehsils of Multan.Sawan Mal strictly deals with crime and 

law and order situation of the area.He exercised full control over all departments of 

the administration, both civil and military. The annexation of Punjabin 1849 led the 

colonial rulers to deal the matter in a different way. The importance of this region was 

measured through their productions which were forcefully used as manpower and the 

military for the united India. The Southern Punjab had its own identity, particularly in 

the context of Multan. Social structure and community development were rare in this 

region before the advent of the British. Development of modern means of 

communication, political institution and division of labor altogether changed the 

counters of the society which directly affected the life of common people.   

 After the annexation of Multan with the colonial rule, administrative 

boundaries of districts and divisional headquarters were changed time to time 

according to the administrative requirements of the British government. The 

administrative boundary of Multan division was also reshuffled in 1861 when Leiah 

division was abolished and D.G Khan District was included in Multan division. 

Despite being slow in political and constitutional advancement in the Punjab 

administration had to its credit some excellent works in other areas.The reality of 

administration did not always communicate to the British Punjab administration 
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school ideas. Some district administration officers misrepresented their authority. 

Neverthless many civil servents were active by a high sense of purpose regarding 

themselves as regenarators of a unhealthy society.Cust himself criticized early 

settlements for bestowing occupancy rights upon tenants thus infringing on the rights 

of proprietors. The proprietors of a village community belonged to a politically 

dominant landholding tribe or tribes in the locality. The Punjab Civil Service 

contained a high percentage of imperious individual who frequently fell out among 

themselves. When a district officer and his superior became involved in a grade fight 

administrative paralysis ensued. Although the provincial government could break the 

deadlock by suspending an offender such a drastic step was not to be undertaken 

lightly.  

In Punjab as in the remainder of British India, land revenue constituted the 

major source of government income.Government demand was set at one half produce, 

i.r. produce remaining after deducting  cultivation expenses. Rather than collecting a 

portion of each year;s crop in kind or a cash equivalent fixed cash assessment were 

imposed for periods of up to thirty years. The assessment process or settlement was 

based upon calculations of average productivity. Moderate  long running assessment 

were favored for a variety of seasons. Some of the greatest achievements of the 

administration were the successful land settlement collection of revenue system and 

most importantly the creation of a magnificent irrigation canal system. These canals 

helped from some desert like Layallpur into great irrigated lands.The first regular 

settlement was made by the British after the first Anglo- Sikh war in the districts 

south of the river Beas and the term of the settlement was fixed at thirty 

years.Gradually twenty to thurty years was regarded as a fairly suitable period except 

in the new canal colony areas where a shorter period was perforce needed in view of 
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their undeveloped state. During the reform period a very strong demand in favour of a 

longer period manifested itself in the Punjab Lagislative Council and in 1928 the term 

of settlement was fixed by ststute for all but undeveloped tracts at forty years.  

The Multan was primarily an agricultural district and division as well; in other 

words agriculture was its main industry. But unfortunately both agriculture and the 

agriculturist were in a depressed state at the beginning of British rule. The 

government also made legislation for the betterment of agriculture and agricultural; 

the Punjab Alienation Land Act was one of them, which opened a new chapter in the 

social and economic history of the province and laid the beginning of a beneficent 

agrarian policy of the government. The Punjab Alienation Land Act imposed 

restrictions on the transfer of land to non agriculturist classes. During the British rule 

in the Punjab the peasants capacity to borrow capital for meeting his different 

requirments was limited and land could hardly be considered to offer security for 

borrowing. But due to the British government legislation the price of land increased 

enormously which enhance the power of the peasents proprietors to borrow on the 

strength of it. Multan was basically agricultural territory. The rulers of Multan 

provided better facilities to the agriculturists. The agricultural land was divided into 

different categories and the revenue was different for each category of land. The 

government’s major income was the land revenue. Therefore, rulers dug and 

improved canals to irrigate the land. The sources of artificial irrigation in the Multan 

and its neighboring districts were embankments streams, rain and wells. When Multan 

was annexed with the British Rule, the only canals of any importance in existence 

were the inundation canals. During the previous governments of the sub-continents 

activities were made to make use of the sources of water supply such as being 

available in the circumstances.  



200 
 

 This had been excavated from the rivers Sutlej, Chenab, and Indus to irrigate 

the low land in the valleys of those rivers. The British government introduced a 

magnificent system of irrigation in the province.The British Government made efforts 

to restore them to a working condition and the old channels were cleared remodeled 

and extended. New canals were excavated and several which had been dug by private 

owner/agency were taken over by the government at their owner’s request. There 

are/were three main reasons to introduced excellent canal irrigation system in Punjab 

specially in the south western part of the province. First as many parts of the Punjab 

were practically rainless and successful cultivation was not possible in rainless areas. 

Secondly where rainfall was not very deficient it was precarious.Thirdly as the 

agriculture was the main economic source of the people of the province. So it was 

necessarily depended on irrigation as the most important source.  

  The Triple Canal Project embraces the construction of the Upper Jhelum, the Upper 

Chenab, and Lower Bari Doab canals to irrigate the Ganji Bar by the surplus water 

from the river Jhelum.The Upper Chenab Canal was designed to irrigate chiefly in 

Gujranwala district and to carry supplies to the river Ravi for use by the Lower Bari 

Doab.The Lower Bari Doab canal was designed to irrigate annually 8.77 lakh acres in 

the Okara and Montgomery traces of the Montgomery district and the Khanewal tehsil 

of the Multan district.  The Sutlej Valley Project was the direct outcome of the great 

Triple Canal Project. There were many inundation canals on the right and left bank of 

the Sutlej drawing their supplies from the river. There were no weirs at their heads. In 

case of some canals there were no means of controlling the volume of water entering 

them. The Sutlej Valley Project had become fairly remunerative and was one of the 

greatest commercial assets of the Punjab province.Through the Haveli Project 

Trimmu barrage was constructed at the Chenab and divert the waters of the rivers 
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Jhelum and Chenab in to the Ravi near Sidhani.The Haveli Project was designed to 

irrigate 15.50 lakhs acres under perennial and non-perennial irrigation.The canal 

irrigation and development in agriculture sector changed the agricultural statistics of 

the province and Multan region as well.The development in agriculture sector also 

changed socio-economic condition of the masses of south western part of the Punjab 

province. Because increased facilities for irrigation means increase in general wealth, 

prosperity of the community resulting from the increase in the produce of the 

cultivation. The benefits of the irrigation however cannot be measured merely by the 

profits derived by the government from the capital invest.Increased facilities for 

irrigation mean increase in general wealth and prosperity of the community resulting 

from the increase in the produce of the cultivation. Irrigation in fact operates as a 

powerful force in cheking the horrors of famine and the cost involved in combating it. 

The Punjab province enjoyed all these benefits. The total value of crops raised by the 

canals was estimated at Rs27.2 crores in 1921-22. The value of crops in 1938-39 

reached at 40 crores. 

 In the colonization scheme ninety acres land was given out to the agriculturist 

of the Multan district and the remaining given out other than Multan district. The 

colonization of Sidhani canal was the first successful example in the history of Punjab 

province. A large number of agriculturists’ immigrants were transferred from the 

central Punjab to the less thickly populated tracts.Multan was basically an agricultural 

region. The need for agricultural improvement was necessary from many points of 

view. It had led to an improvement in the economic conditions of the masses and it 

also improved their standard of living. It would also have a bearing in the industry 

since the purchasing power of the rural masses would tend to provide a large home 

market  for absorbing the products of the home manufactures. The great agricultural 
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colonization scheme undertaken in the western Punjab during British rule turned this 

area into virtual human labortary,as castes clans and tribes from different parts of the 

province converged on the new land. This ethos has left its mark on the character of 

the Punjab and its people. The restlessness born of migration is now  more than a 

century old. This has unhinged the tradatational moorings of village society and freed 

people for intercourse with the wider world. The Pakistani Punjab where these canal 

colonies are situated still depends predominantely for its agrarian viability on the 

irrigation schemes initiated during the past century.This is truly hydraulic society 

where patterns of dominance and subordination are pervaded by the fact that the water 

that sustains cropping comes not from the heavens but through human agency and 

human control.  

 The economic and social changes of the late 19
th

 century and first half of 20
th

 

century were a result of wide range new political and economic institutions under 

British rule. This made education and learning necessary requirement for employment 

or other economic opportunities. Therefore the people attract towards the modern 

education, although government was reluctant to establishan educational institution in 

the southwestern part of the province. The opportunity of education modern means of 

communication and health facilities attracts the rural population towards the urban 

areas. All over the world the urbanization was increased in those cities which were 

educationally rich in the present time or in the ancient world like Samarqand, Bukhara 

and Baghdad. In the field of education little development was made which proved a 

milestone towards urbanization.One of the important development in education in the 

early years of the 20
th

 century was the evolution of the idea of national education.It 

was the concept of the Lord Curzon,s administration and policies that gave rise a new 

concept of national education.This concept soon began to be put forward and 
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gradually coincided with the Indian struggle for freedom.It is true that the actual 

achievement were not great and much leeway still remained to be made up in the field 

of education but it was a satisfactory feature of the period (1901-1947) that the main 

lines along which the educational set up ought to have been re-organized were clearly 

marked out and that a fairly good start was made in what could not but be a long and 

difficult journey.   

      In Punjab specially in Multan the Indigenous industry was start to declining 

in the start of the 20
th

  century, due to the import of machine made goods from 

Britain. Secondly a vast majority of the people of the Multan region produced 

consumed and distributed things just as their fathers and forefathers had done before 

them. It was thought inevitable that India should remain predominantely agricultural 

whilst the British Government wished to avoid both the active encouragement of 

industries that competed with powerful British interests and increased state 

expenditure. The means of communication were limited in this region during the 

nineteenth century. The conditions of roads were very poor and most of the roads of 

the Multan were unmetalled.  Although railway communication was started between 

Multan and Lahore in the last quarter of the 19th century. After completion of the 

railway line from Multan to Karachi, Multan city became one of the chief mercantile 

centers of Punjab.The town funneled exports to Karachi and distreibuted imports from 

that port throughout Hindustan.The main exports were cotton wheat wool oilseeds 

sugar and indigo. The main imports were European cotton textiles and other European 

manufactures.Multan also imports fruits raw silk and spices from 

Afghanistan.Multani merchants had agents in every major city of Hindustan and the 

large firms of Lahore Amristar Peshawar Jullundar and Dehli maintained 

representatives at Multan. Improved means of coounication infleuenced the material 
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condition of the Punjab. The railway in the British Punjab served two primary needs; 

commercial and military.The impotance of the railway network offered facilities for 

transport for the north west frontier of India. Commercially it vastly expanded the 

export of cotton grain and oil seeds to Karachi as well as facilitated the transport of 

goods within the province. Imporovement in canal irrigation and the railway system 

stimulated the production of wheat which placed the Punjab on the world market. By 

the end of the second decade of the twentieth century the canal irrigated tracts became 

the granary of the province. Developments of exports created new centers of trade in 

the British Punjab, especially in places favourably situated on the railway 

lines.Imports were distributed chiefly through the cities and larger towns  such as 

Dehli Lahore Amritsar and Multan.  

 The British annexation of the Punjab brought about many changes in the social 

economic and political life of the people. After the annexation of the Punjab province 

the British patronized the cultivating classes even at the cost of depriving the old fedul 

aristocracy and nobility of its wealth income  influence and power. In spite of its 

strategic location and the fertile land of the south western region, it was not so much 

advanced than the other parts of the Punjab province. After the war of 1857 and the 

agrarian unrest of 1860, the British government decided to start political activities in 

the sub-continent. Political developments in this region were started in the last years 

of the nineteenth century as in the Punjab provinces.The local government system was 

also introduced in the Multan region in 1880s and district board was constituted in 

1883. The role of the ex-officio pirs gurdians of the shrine families and the landlords 

were not positive in these political institutions. But they did not change the social and 

political condition of the people of this region. Although they were the loyal and the 

cooperative with the British government. The realized how necessary it was for them 
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to obtain support from the aristocracy and nobility who were described as break water 

to the storm which would otherwise have swept over us in one great wave. The 

foundation of the Chief,s College the many courts of wards the rank given in the 

duarbars, the position allotted to them on all public functions, their nominations to the 

Legislative Council,seeking of their cooperation in all matters of public importance 

clearly prove the benign intrest of our government in them as a class. One notices a 

change in the focus of Public openion. Bescides ventilating public grievances mostly 

on local issues, there was also a tendency on the part of the elite to share the fruits of 

British patronage by way of associating itself with the administration. But this was not 

the only attitude of the elite, in the closing years of the nineteenth century one also 

notices that the elite beings to seek political reforms. During the first decade of the 

twentieth the growing educated Punjabi urban elite had become a definite entity and it 

was the effect of the Punjab Alienation of Land Act 1900 to trigger off their 

participation in political matters. In the Punjab province after 1905 the Land 

Alienation Amendment Bill the Pre-Emption Bill the enhancement of the Bari Doab 

water rates and the colonization bill left the Punjabis agitated, which led to 

conflagration in the Punjab in 1907. In a sense the shadow of this act legthened over 

the political life of the province up to the partition of India in 1947. Punjab in the 

years just prior to the war and during the war bas been attracting considerable 

attention. During the first world war years (1914-18) Punjabis especially landed elite 

contributed their men and material in the greatest measures compared to other 

provinces. The bait of rewards, titles and sanads cash and land had to be offered for 

enlistment or assistance in recruitment. The first World War had tremendous impact 

on socio economic and political life of the people of British India. Punjab had become 

the center of political activity in 1919. When a degree of democracy was introduced 
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in to the Punjab province servicemen and their retired comrades exerted a powerful 

political influence. They came to dominate the restricted  electorate. Significantly 

such impotance representatives of the muslim martial castes as Sikandar Hayat and 

Khizar Hayat Khan Tiwana played a leading role in the Unionist Party. The rural inter 

communal group which dominated provincial politics during the Final decades of the 

British rule. The Punjab elite enthusiastic on the whole about the reforms but it was 

clearer more more than ever before that communal lines of cleavage were more 

marked as a result of the Montagu Chelmford Reforms. Political activities at the 

provincial level started after the Montagu Chelmsford reforms in the Punjab and 

Multan region as well. It was the landed elit educated and that too the western 

educated class who formed new political elite group Unionist Party. The notables, 

landlords and the pirs of this region were dominated by the provincial level politics as 

their role was in district board and municipal committees.Unionist party was formed 

in 1923 and the British had a soft corner with this party. To search for a lost identity 

provoked new forms of groups consciousness and ideological compostion.this group 

consciousness which was earlier limited to religious reforms took on political 

overtones and in some cases was to provide the basis for different forms of 

nationalism. It had politically ruled in the Punjab province from 1923 to 1937,owing 

to the political association of elite class, landlords and pirs such as; Gillani, Qureshi, 

Gardezi, Daultana, Daha, Hiraj, Gurmani,Darashak and Leghari with Unionist Party. 

The pirs of the Punjab province as well south western Multan region possessed great 

authority in the eyes of muslim tribesmen. Apart from their spiritual influence they 

were also large landowners  and were thus ideally olaced to play a leading role in 

rural in rural politics. After a period of initial hesitation the British cecognized them 

as impotant allies. After the Sikandar Jinnah meeting and at the end of congress 
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ministries in 1939. The pressing needs of war led the British to order their Unionist 

allies to adopt  unpopular policieswithin Punjab province. The war acceleration of the 

British British withdrawal from made this crippling blow for the Uniniost Party. 

Jinnah,s elevation in national politics enabled  the Muslim League to capture power 

within the Punjab. By the end of 1945, large numbers of the Unionist Party rural 

suporters had deserted it for the Muslim League. The people of Punjab and the Multan 

region were more and more associated with the Muslim League. Sikandar,s 

ascendancy however was to be short lived as the Second World War brought with it a 

completely new chapter in the history of Unionist Party and the Muslim League.Their 

transfer of allegiance constituted a radical new dimension in Punjabi Politics. By 1946 

The Muslim League was a major rival to the Unionist Party in its rural heartland of 

power. It was the result of the political support of the landlords and the pirs that 

Muslim League had got a historic win in the election of 1945-46.  

 British rule exerted a profound impact on all areas of Punjab,s life. Firstlly it 

transformed the Punjab from a poor region into the richest farming area in 

India.Secondlly it conservatively sustained the power of the large 

landoweners.Thirdlly it encouraged cross communal cooperation among the land 

owing groups. Finally this was important for all the other areas of change it made the 

Punjab the major center of recruitment for the British Indian Army. The loyalty of its 

rural population thus became of crucial importance to imperical interests. 
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GLOSSARY 

Acre A measure of land equal to 4840 square yards 

Akhrot  Walnut 

Anjuman  A society 

Anjuman-i- Himat-i- Islam  Society for the protection of Islam 

Anjuman-i- Islamia Society of Islam 

Anna The sixteen part of a rupee. 

Baithak A room in the home for the reception of guest; a sitting 

room 

Baand An embankment of any kind small or large 

Bar An arid tract 

Barani Dependent on rain cultivation 

Batai The system of farming where the rent is a certain 

proportion of the produce 

Burka A cotton cloak laid from top to toe. 

Chaddar A large sheet of cloth used as a bed cover or worn as a 

shall 

Chari Great millet 
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Charkha Local Spinning wheel 

Chaupal Village meeting place 

Choli A bodice 

Chuni A long scarf used by women as head dress 

Crore One hundred lakhs or Ten millions 

Dai A midwife 

Darzi A tailor 

Dhobi A washerman 

Dhoti A piece of cloth tied round the waist and hanging down 

to the knees 

Doab A tract lying between two rivers which join 

Dopatta Along scarf used by women as head cover 

Fatwa Decision given by the Muslim judicial authority 

Ghagra Cotton skirt used by women 

Ghee Clarified butter 

Gur Unrefined sugar 

Hukka or Huqa An sub-continent pipe 
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Jagir  An estate attached to a shrine 

Jowar or Juar  Great millet 

Kallar Alkaline soil 

Khaddar  A cloth made from the home spun yarn 

Kharif Summer crop 

Khes Diaper damask 

Kurta A shirt used by men 

Lakh A hundred thousand 

Lohar Ablacksmith 

Loi A woolen Blanket 

Lungi A turban of cotton with silk borders 

Majhla A cloth sheet wrapped round the loins hanging to 

ankles. 

Mochi A leather worker or shoe maker 

Mohalla Sub-division of a town 

Nai A barber 

Pagri A cloth sheet wrapped round the head by men 
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Panchayat Council of five elders of village 

Patwari A village revenue accountant and recorder of rights in 

land 

Pir A muslim saint 

Purdah A vail 

Rabi A winter crops 

Rupee The unit of Indian currency 

Seer  1/40
th

 of a mound 

Shalwar Loose baggy trouser 

Tahmad A cloth sheet wrapped round the loins hanging to ankles 

Teli An –oil presser 

Til Sesamum indcum 

TUM TUM A horse carriage 

Vedas Ancient hindu scriptures written in old form of Sanskrit 

Veer Brother 

Zanana The part of the house reserved for women in the Muslim 

families 
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Appendix I 

Pictorial View of Multan Fort during Sikh rule 
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Appendix II 

Map of the administrative divisions of the British Punjab 

in 1909 

 

 

 

Source: Imperial Gazetteer of India 1909. 

 

                                      



 

229 

 

Appendix III 

Pictorial View of trade at Multan railway station during 

British period 
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Appendix IV 

 

Map of education circle Lahore 
 

 

 

Source: W. R. M. Holroyd, Report on Public instruction in the Punjab and its 

Dependencies (1887-88), P: 40.  
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Appendix V 

Arial view of Multan fort in 2019 

 

 

 


