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Glossary 

Aala Malik 

 

Abkari 

Abwab  

Adalati 

Ade Granth 

 

 

 

Adna Malik 

Ain  

Akal Sahai  

 

Akali  

 

Akhbar 

Akhbar Nawis 

Alankar 

Amir  

Amil 

Amla 

Anna 

Ardas 

Asarrh 

Ashraf 

Aspi 

Astabal 

Atayat 

Awarcha 

 

Azan 

Bagh 

Superior of the genuine proprietor who claims to certain 

share in the products ranging from 1.5 to 10% 

Internal or excise revenue tax on drugs 

Cesses paid by the cultivators 

Judicial Officer 

It is now known as Guru Granth Sahib, a Sikh Scripture 

compiled by Guru Arjun in 1604 which consisted of the first 

five Guru’s compositions. It also legitimates by Guru Gobind 

and Teg Bahadur 

The inferior or virtual proprietor, like Chakdar  

Law 

Immortal Lord or “May God help” Ranjit Singh used this 

word on his official communications and coins. 

Order of the Sikhs which means an immortal. A member of 

the Nihang or Akali. 

A newspaper or dispatch of news 

News writer 

Education of Classical music and ornament decoration 

A title denoting a Muslim of High rank 

A revenue collector 

Establishment 

A currency unit that consisted of 1/16th of a rupee. 

A unique Sikh prayer of the holy book of Sikhism 

5th month of Bikrami Sammat or Luni-solar calendar 

Elite class 

A kind of cannon or mortars drove by horse and mules 

Stable or place of horses 

Gifts or funds 

A ledger debit and credit for each head and sub-head of 

accounts 

Muslim call for prayer 

Garden or lion 
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Bagh Mar 

Bahadur 

Bahropia 

Bairagi 

Bani 

 

Bania 

Bar 

Bardasht Khana 

Bari 

Batai 

Bazar 

Bazigar 

Bede 

Begar 

Behr 

Besakh 

 

Bhaand 

Bhai  

 

Bhaichara 

Bhang 

Bhangi  

 

 

Bhatt 

Bhutyara 

Bible 

Bichola 

Bigar 

Bigha 

 

Lion killer 

Brave, also a title of distinction 

A Disguiser or having many shapes 

A Renunciate or a Vaishnavite 

The word of the Guru equated with Gurbani or utterance used 

for divine self-revelation by creation 

Trader or a shopkeeper 

The upland wastelands between the two river valleys. 

Staying or sustained house 

Wastelands between the Bias and Ravi Rivers. 

Division of land produce between the State and the cultivator 

Market 

An acrobat or conjurer  

A family name but not exclusively of Indian origin 

A cess in place of unpaid labor 

Estimation of land 

2nd month of Bikrami Sammat or Luni-solar calendar (April-

May) 

A Clown or Fooling person 

A 'brother' and a title of sanctity and respectability among the 

Sikhs. They were the teachers of Dharmsalas. 

Cooperation or brotherhood 

Hemp or hashish 

Addicted to taking bhang or hemp-an intoxicant, also the 

name of a Sikh Misl, Bhangi is also known as a sweeper in 

Multan and Punjab 

A Hindu genealogist 

A baker 

Christian scripture consisting of old and new testaments 

Middle or intermediary 

A baggage carrier from one place to another or decorator 

A measure of land equal to 4 Kanals and in certain areas 

equal to 2 kanals. Its size varies from region to region. 
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Bikrami Sammat 

Biradari 

Bloch 

Bostan and Gulistan 

Brahmin 

Buddha Dal 

 

Bukhshi 

Bunds 

Burdah Faroshi 

Chak 

Chakdar 

 

 

Chahar 

Chahat 

Chamar 

Chapatti 

Chari 

Charon 

Charpoy 

Chatsala 

Chaubdar 

Chaudhary 

 

Chhimba 

Chhochhak 

Chhoti Elaichi 

Chohra 

Choolha 

Chuj 

Cis-Sutlej 

Daatri 

An Indian or Hindu calendar or Luni-Solar calendar 

Brotherhood, native collateral communities 

A caste, clan, or tribe 

Persian literature books are written by Sheikh Saadi Sherazi 

A lofty or high caste Hindu 

Buddha means elder, an oldest military regiment of elderly 

persons or fifth and final Takht of the Sikhs 

A paymaster of troops 

Stanzas 

Human smuggling 

A village 

The owner of a Chak or well, as opposed to the land attached 

to the well, acquiring certain rights over the produce of the 

land irrigated from his well 

Four 

The Well 

Leatherworker 

The Cake 

Grazing tax on rent-free land 

A Hindu who narrates the descendant’s history. 

A cot 

A trading School 

A fast messenger 

The chief person of the village, usually rich and distinguished 

for his sense of justice 

Multi-color imprinter or stamped colored decorator 

A ceremony for welcoming baby or birth ritual 

Cardamom 

A sweeper 

A hearth or stove 

Wastelands between the Chenab and Jhelum Rivers 

The region south of the river Sutlej 

A sickle 
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Daftar  

Daftar-i-Mula 

Dal Khalsa 

 

Damdama 

 

Darogha 

Dars 

Dar-ul-Aman 

Darzi 

Dasam Granth 

 

Dera 

Derajat 

 

 

Dervish 

Devi 

Dewar 

Dewhri 

Dewhriwala 

Dhadd or Dhaddi 

 

Dharampatni 

Dharmarth 

Dharmsala 

 

Dhobi 

Dhupia 

Dhunia or Pinja 

Dirham 

 

 

A register or a book, office, Volume 

The central office of the royal Secretariat 

Combined forces of the Sikh leaders of the 18th century under 

more than one Sardar 

Barbette or a mound or a platform in a fort on which guns 

were mounted to fire 

A superintendent head of any organization 

Rule of three and rates 

The adobe of peace 

A tailor 

A Sikh religious text containing attributes to Guru Gobind 

Singh which is separated from Granth Sahib 

The camp 

A collective name was given to the Deras or settlements 

amongst the East of river Indus and the West of Sulaiman 

mountain range  

A Sufi or a member of the Muslim religious order 

A goddess as the highest divinity 

The younger brother of the husband 

A chamber 

A Chamberlain 

Tabor or a drummer who recites war songs and history of 

martyrdom 

A lawful or dutiful wife 

Charity or donation for religious or charitable purposes. 

A place of Sikh worship like Gurudwara, it is also a resting 

place for travelers. 

A washerman 

A surname or caste or a clan of Hindus who lived in Punjab 

A cotton-scorcher 

Basic monetary unit of the United Arab Emirates, Libya, 

Morocco, and Qatar 
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Diwali 

 

Diwan  

Diwana 

Diwan-i-Aam 

 

Doab 

 

Dogra 

  

Doom 

Doomni 

Doosehra 

 

Doshala 

Dug Dugi 

Dumbiri 

Durbar  

 

Ewaz-e-Musaedat 

Fakir 

Fateh Jung 

Fateh Nasib 

Faujdar 

Faujdari 

Fauj-e-Khas 

 

Fauj-i-Sawari 

Firqa 

Gandh Nikah 

Gaut 

Gavi 

Geroh 

A five-day festival observed by the Sikhs, the Hindus, and 

Jains 

The head of the finance department also a minister, a steward 

Loopy or loony 

A hall of the audience where the emperors heard grievance 

of the general public or customary court 

An interfluve or a territory lying between two rivers and in 

Punjab particularly the one between the rivers 

An inhabitant of 'Dogar Dash' situated in the lower hills in 

Jammu, generally of Rajput origin 

A lyricist 

Wife of Doom 

A Hindu festival commemorates the victory of god Ram over 

the demon king Ravana 

A double shawl 

A musical instrument or a comedy sitcom 

A kind of tax or revenue 

A court; an audience hall presided over by the king or the 

premier or a person of note 

Recovery of advances 

A Muslim mendicant. 

Victor of Battle 

Of conquering destiny 

An officer who maintained troops for law and order 

Criminal 

A special royal force. It refers to French Brigade or cracks 

battalion 

Asymmetrical cavalry 

Sect 

Fixation of date for the wedding 

Caste or creed 

A kind of cannon or mortars driven by bullocks 

Group 
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Ghari Gharoli 

Ghazi 

Ghorchara 

Ghumbaras 

Giani 

Gomel and Tochi 

Gow-dan 

Granthi 

Grihapatni 

Grishstha 

Gumiar 

Gunj 

Gur 

Ghurkhas 

Gurmata 

 

Guru 

 

Gurudwara 

Gurumukhi 

 

Guzarat 

Hadees 

Hajj 

Hajjam 

Hal 

Halva 

Haq-e-Sep 

Haqoq-e-Kamiana 

Har 

Harem 

Harkara 

 

The bathing ceremony of the bride 

A Muslim crusader 

A cavalryman or a horse rider, old-fashioned cavalry 

Camel swivels and mortars 

An honorific Sikh title or a learned in the Sikhism 

Name of two Mountain Passes 

Charity 

A person who is a ceremonial reader of Guru Granth Sahib 

A household wife 

Married life 

Similar to Komhar which means potter 

Store 

Formula 

Soldiers of Nepali nationality  

Decision or resolution of a congregation of the Sikhs taken 

in the presence of Guru Granth Sahib 

A title of the mentors of the Sikh religion. A spiritual 

preceptor or a guide 

The door of the Guru or the Sikh place of worship 

A script introduced by Guru Angad Dev which is used by the 

Sikhs for writing Punjabi 

Pathway, passing way, or passage 

Hadith 

Pilgrimage 

A Muslim barber 

A tool for plowing in the fields 

Sweetmeat 

Right of pension 

Rights of wages or salary 

4th month of Bikrami Sammat or Luni-solar calendar (June) 

Home or house 

Mail carrier, a person who carried post from one village to 

another next by another 
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Hasil Cher 

Hijri 

Hindustan 

Hoboth 

Howdah 

Hukmnama 

 

Hukmnamia 

Hundi 

Husan 

Ibtiya 

Ijara 

 

 

Ijaradar 

 

 

 

Ijaradari 

Ilaqa 

Inaam 

Iqtas 

Islander 

Istamrari 

Istemal 

Jagir or Jagiraat 

Jagirdar 

Jaith 

Jama 

Jamabandi 

Jamaat 

Jamadar 

Jangnama 

A procedure for the clearance of the canals 

An Islamic calendar 

Land of Hindus, Indo-Pak Subcontinent 

The howitzer 

The seat on an elephant is known as a litter. 

A written order used for the letters of the Guru to their 

followers 

A person who holds a written order of a letter of the Guru 

A bill of exchange 

Beautifulness/ loveliness 

Buying or purchase 

An agreement in which a medium of income was placed in 

the custody of a man in return for a settled amount to be paid 

to the State. 

Who holds the Ijara or the contractor or a farmer who is 

assigned the responsibility of gathering the revenue of a 

specific area or the indigenous taxes in return for the payment 

of a required sum to the government 

Farming 

An area, jurisdiction, or an estimate 

Rewards 

An Islamic practice of tax farming 

Genuine cultivators of the land 

Habituation or repeated 

Constructive material of goods 

Assignment of land (s) revenue instead of payment 

An assignee or a holder of a Jagir, a grantee 

The elder brother of the husband 

The collection of the assessed revenue 

Savings or Income 

Miscellaneous or collective 

A title used for different military and other official 

An epic 
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Janj Ghar 

Jannat-e-Nazir 

Japji 

Jatha 

Jathydar 

Jawar 

Jeth 

Jhallar 

Jhiwar 

Jihad 

Jinsi 

Jogi or Yogi 

 

Jolaha 

Jurmana 

Kadamkash 

Kahaniyan 

Kahar 

Kahcharai 

Kahee 

Kalal 

Kamin 

 

Kana 

Kanal 

 

Kangna 

Kanjran/Kanjar 

Kankut 

 

Kardar 

 

Karewa 

A guest house in the village 

Exemplary heaven 

A composition of Nanak used for morning prayer  

A fighting band or an organized group 

A leader of the fighting band or an organized group 

Maize 

3rd month of Bikrami Sammat or Luni-solar calendar (May) 

A rivulet, stream, or water flow 

Water carrier 

Holy war 

Mixed or diverse 

 A person who practices yoga or who belonged to any one of 

the twelve orders of the followers of Gurakh Nath 

A weaver 

Penalty or a fine 

A type of tax on various articles 

Stories or tales 

A water carrier in mud or brass vessels 

Grazing tax 

A spade 

A distiller or a vintner or a seller of alcohol or wine 

An inferior person was the village workman such as potters, 

cobblers, sweepers, washermen, and barbers. 

One-eyed 

A unit of land consisting of twenty Marlas. It is equal to half 

of a bigha.  

A bracelet 

A nomadic ethnic group or gypsy or pimps 

An appraisal or procedure of assessment based on the 

evaluation of the standing crops 

In charge or an official of the local revenue administration of 

a Talluqa of Pargna or a revenue collector 

Second marriage with dead husband’s brother 
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Katiyawand 

Kaviya 

Khair-Khawah 

Khalefa 

Khalisa 

 

 

Khalsa 

Khande da Pahul 

Khanqah 

Kharch 

Khareef 

 

Khatri 

 

 

Khazana-i-Umra 

Khilaat 

 

 

Khotba 

Khurish feel 

Killa 

Kiraya 

Kirt Karo 

Kohinoor 

Komhar 

Kotwal 

 

Kubba 

Kuhara 

Lagi 

Lahadi 

A cavalry 

Poetry or poem 

Well-wisher 

Caliph or successor 

The land directly administered by the government; the 

brotherhood of the Sikhs those conforming to the teaching of 

Guru Gobind Singh 

The Sikh brotherhood used for a collective body or individual 

Baptism of a double-edged sword 

A monastery 

Expenses or expenditure 

The winter or autumnal crop is sown in April-May and 

reaped in October-November 

A member of the warrior class of the Hindu, or a caste to 

which most of the revenue officers and administrators 

belonged in Punjab 

Central treasury 

A dress of honor conferred by the princes on persons of 

distinguished, it consisted of costume articles numbering 

three to twenty-one 

An address or lecture or a sermon 

Feed of elephant 

An Acre or unit of a present land consisting of 2 bighas 

Charges of rented camel and carts 

Earn by your effort 

Mountain of light, a precious stone 

A potter 

A high-rank police officer in a Pargna to deal with criminal 

matters 

Hunch-backed 

A boiling pot of sugar cane juice 

A professional servant or intermediary person 

Measurement of land 
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Lambardar 

Lande 

Langar 

 

Langar Khas 

Lelari 

Lohar 

Lohgarh 

Lotai 

Maachhi 

Maagh 

 

Maatam 

Macula Saggam 

Madid Kharch 

Mahajani 

Mahal 

Maharaja 

 

Mahkma Diwani 

Mahkma Faujdari 

Mahra 

Mahsool/Mahasil or 

Mahasili 

Maia 

Majha or Manjha 

 

Maktab 

Malika Mukaddas 

Maliyat 

Malwa 

Mallah 

Manjis 

The head man of town or village 

A language consisting of the character of shopkeepers 

A community meal or a kitchen attached to Gurudwara where 

food is served to all 

Royal or majestic kitchen 

A dyer 

A blacksmith 

A fort of steel 

Loot 

A fisherman 

11th month of Bikrami Sammat or Luni-solar calendar 

(January-February) 

Mourning 

Feed of hounds 

Reliefs and advances 

A language consisting of characters of merchants 

Palace 

The king of the kings, a ruler, the great king, a sovereign 

prince 

Civil department 

Criminal department 

A basket-maker or carrier 

Cesses 

 

Mother: A highly regarded address to a lady 

The territory of Lahore and Amritsar districts of Punjab, 

literally meaning is middle country 

A Quran school 

Supreme queen or Empress 

Monetary or finance 

Land of Mallois or Malwaeis 

A Sailor or boatman 

Centers 
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Mansab 

 

Mansabdar 

Maqamat-e-Nazul 

Marla 

Mashaikh 

Mashalchi 

Mashki or Saqqa 

Masjid 

Maulvi 

Maund 

Mawajib 

Melba 

 

Mian 

Mian 

Mirasan 

Mirasi 

Nikah Sani 

Miri-Piri 

 

 

Misl 

Misldar 

Misldari 

Misr 

Mochi 

Modikhana 

Molahiza Shudh 

Mor 

Mouza 

Muaafi 

Mufti 

A rank or an office under the Mughals which indicated the 

obligation or status of its holder in the office of hierarchy 

A holder of a rank carrying fixed salary and obligation 

Regions or places of dismount 

A measure of land equal to 272 square foot 

Pious men 

A torchbearer 

A water carrier by skin bag 

Mosque where Muslims offer prayer 

Teacher of Madrasas 

Unit of weight which consisted of 40 Seers 

Wages or rewards, salaries 

Public fund for common village expenditure by payments of 

various kinds 

Title of a prince  

Teacher of Maktabs 

Wife of Mirasi 

A Muslim genealogist and musician 

Second marriage after husband’s death 

Miri means temporal power and Piri means mystical power 

or leadership of both temporal and the spiritual realms 

connected with Guru Har Gobind Singh 

A group of strict soldiers or a Sikh confederacy or petty State 

A commandant or a holder of a Misl  

Confederacy system  

A title of a Brahmins 

Shoemaker or mender 

A place where the grain is stored before being distributed 

Inspected, attended, verified, or examined 

Peacock 

A village 

Amnesty Scheme 

A Muslim jurist who issued the verdict 
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Muhammadan or 

Mussalman 

Muhrana 

Mullah 

Mundi 

Mundir 

Mundiraj 

Munshi 

 

Muqaddam 

Muqarrariyat 

Muraqqa 

Musaedat 

Musalli 

Mushakhasa 

Musket 

Mutayyan 

Mutsaddi 

Nagri 

Nai 

Naib 

Nain 

Nam Japo 

Namdhari 

 

Nanak Panthis 

Nanakshahi 

 

Naqqal 

Nath 

Nawab 

Nazar 

Nazar-Mukaddami 

Muslim 

 

A tax for affixing the official seal 

A Muslim religious person 

A market for anyone commodity  

Temple 

Registered or registration 

A secretary, clerk, a writer or interpreter, or a language 

master 

A village headman or foreman 

Fixed annuities 

An album book 

Advance salary or money 

A Muslim leatherworker or skin dyer 

Revenue of products 

A rifle 

Appointed or assigned 

A clerk or an accountant 

A dialect or writing style of the Hindi language 

A barber 

Deputy or vice or assistant 

Wife of barber 

Meditate on God 

A Sikh sect that wears white clothes for purity and mostly is 

vegetarians 

Followers or children of Guru Nanak 

A Sikh coin or rupee of the Sikh time of which value was of 

sixteen annas 

An imitator 

Master used for a Jogi of exalted status 

A title of the ruler of a State 

A present or an offering 

A fee paid to the government for progress or development 
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Nazim 

Nazrana 

Nazul 

Neharna 

Nhavai-Dhovai 

Nihang 

 

Nikasi 

Nirkhnama 

Nirankari 

 

Nirmala 

Nitti 

 

 

Noor 

Nut 

Padaish 

Pahul 

Pai-Kashti 

Pandha 

Panth 

 

Panja 

Paran 

Pargna 

 

Parohit 

 

Parwana 

Pathshala 

Patta 

 

Governor of a province or an administrator 

A tribute paid by a vassal 

Descent or the act of descending 

A Sikh barber 

Take a bath 

A militant follower of Gobind Singh who considered himself 

to be the guardian of the faith 

A wedding rite of the bridegroom  

Rate list or timetable of rates 

A Sikh sect offshoot from Sikhism that all religions are one 

no necessary to have turbans and facial hairs 

A sect/ order amongst the Sikhs 

Education for economic policymaking, in present days, is an 

Indian institution named National Institution for 

Transforming India 

The light or bright 

A juggler 

Birth of a child 

Water which is used for originating a man as a Sikh 

A cultivable land away from the city area 

Teacher of Chatsalas 

A path which the Sikh community or the followers of the 

Gurus follow 

Cotton carder 

Reading 

The territory of a country which consisted of fifty to one 

hundred villages 

A Brahmin who performed religious and social rituals for 

individual families 

Written order under the seal of a person in power 

A Sanskrit and Bhasha (language) school 

A deed of a lease or a document given to the revenue 

financier indicates the sum payable by him. 
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Patwari 

Peshkar 

 

Phhagun 

 

Pind 

Pingal 

Pir 

Pedi or Pisiddi 

Piyada 

Punch 

Punchayat 

Pundit 

 

Purdah 

Putra 

Qaida 

Qaladar 

Qalajat 

Qalundar 

Qanungo 

 

Qaum 

Qazi 

Quran 

 

Raaj 

Rabi 

 

Rahit Meryada 

 

Rai 

 

A revenue official, income assessors, or village accountant 

A Head of the office who would maintain the accounts of the 

State, a judge, or the controller of treasury 

12th month of Bikrami Sammat or Luni-solar calendar of 

Hindu (February-March) 

A small village or a ball of rice which is fed by the Brahmins 

Prosody in Gurumukhi 

A spiritual guide of the Muslims 

Laggard, straggler, or idler 

Infantry or on foot 

A picked representative of the people 

A figure or committee of representatives in a village 

Teacher of Pathshalas, literary a learned or a wise man or a 

Brahmin 

Veil 

Child or Son 

A primary book which consisted of basic rules 

Garrison Master or In charge of a fort 

Strongholds 

A monkey man who shows tricks 

A hereditary keeper of revenue or genetic recorder of a 

Talluqa or a Pargna 

Nation 

A Muslim judge or magistrate 

An Islamic scripture which is regarded as revealed by Allah 

to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

A mason 

Summer harvest or spring crops which are sown in October-

November and generally reaped in April-May 

A way or code of life which is used by a Sikh according to 

the ethical and philosophic principles 

Title of honor bestowed by the Sikh ruler of their dignitaries 

or a Hindu chief 
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Raizada 

Raj 

Raja 

Rakhi 

Ram Dasia 

Rangreta and Muzbi 

Raqom 

Ratib 

 

Robab 

Rozina 

Roznamcha 

Ruchna 

Rukhastanah 

Sabah 

Sabte Sarishta-i-

Moharyani 

Sabte Sarishta-e-

Shahzada 

Sabte Daftar-i- 

Darogha 

Sahadharmini 

Sahukar 

Sair or Sairat 

Samadh 

 

Sanad 

 

Sanyasi 

Sarafi 

Sarai 

Saraiki 

Sardar 

Son of a Sikh ruler or Hindu chief 

Reign, rule, or domain 

A king, a ruler or a prince or a title of high rank 

Settled part of land or money for protection 

A Sikh leatherworker or skin dyer is known as Ram Dasia 

A kind of sweeper in the Sikh nation 

To write or list or record 

A set of salary, stipend or allowance of food or allowance of 

food for dogs or elephants, etc. 

A traditional musical instrument 

Every day installments 

Diary or record on daily-basis 

Wastelands between the Ravi and Chenab Rivers 

Some cash that is given at the time of departure 

A gathering or meeting 

Registered or sealed record in the governmental office 

 

Registered or sealed record in the office of the prince 

 

Registered sealed record in the office of the Police inspector 

 

Legitimate or lawful wife 

A broker 

Taxes or Custom duties other than land revenue 

A monument or a memorial raised on the place of cremation 

for prominent persons in one sphere of another 

A certificate or deed or a royal ordinance from a competent 

authority 

A Renunciate or a Vaishnavite 

A language consisting of characters of the bankers 

Resting place for travelers 

A Multani language 

A commander or a chief or a Sikh ruler 
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Sarkar 

 

 

Sarongi 

Sati 

 

Sawar 

Seer 

Sepidari 

Serf-e-Hazoor 

Sewapanthis 

Shadi 

Shahana 

Shaheed 

Shahnai 

Sheesh 

Sheikh 

 

Shikdar or Shiqdar 

 

 

Shudh 

Shukrana 

Sikandar Nama 

 

Sikh 

 

Sind Sager 

Singh 

Sir-Kashti 

Siyar 

Sodhi 

Somnath 

King’s court, government, is a title by which Ranjit Singh 

was addressed by his people or a kind of sub-division during 

Suri’s regime. 

Violin 

A widow who burns herself on the cremation fire of her dead 

husband 

A horseman 

A unit of weight that differed in various parts of Punjab 

Hereditary relationship or rural district system 

Maharaja’s expenditure 

A traditional Sikh order or sect 

Marriage 

Royal or imperial 

A martyr 

A flute 

Mirror 

The head of the Muslim religious fraternity of brotherhood 

Or venerable gentleman 

A responsible person for maintaining law and order at Pargna 

during the Mughal regime, a revenue collector, or informer 

about the state of government. Shiq was a kind of a district 

Complete or registered, finish or to be doing 

The present of thanks-giving 

A Persian poetry rendition book about Alexander the Great 

by Nizami 

A learner or a disciple or a follower of the Sikh religious 

order 

Territory near Indus River 

Lion 

A cultivable land connected with the city area 

Visit or introduction 

A Kshatriya clan of Punjab 

A glorious Hindu Temple at Sindh (Indus) 
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Sonar 

Suba 

Subedar 

Subedari 

Sufaidposh 

 

Sungat 

 

Surbat Khalsa 

 

Tabqa 

Tafseer 

Tahaaif 

Taht-ul-Hanak 

 

Tahweldar 

Taili 

Takht 

Talwar/Talwars 

Tama Sher 

Tameer 

Tappa 

Taragi 

Taran/Tarona Dal 

 

Tarikh or Tawarikh 

Tarkhhan 

Tawaif 

Teeka 

Teg 

Tehsildar 

Telak 

 

A goldsmith 

A division of kingdom or a province 

The governor of the province 

Governorship 

The most Respectable person of a region or semi-hereditary 

person like lambardar 

An assembly, an association, or a religious congregation of 

the Sikhs 

A meeting of the Sikh religious heads and masses or body of 

the Sikhs that met two times in a year during the Misl period 

A class or stratum 

Interpretation of the Holy Quran 

The presents or offerings 

A procedure of fastening a cloth round the head across the 

chin of a Muslim departed person 

A cashier, a custodian of the treasury, or treasure officer 

A person who prepares oil or oil presser 

The throne 

Sword 

Feed of lions 

Construction or building 

Administrative unit next to the Pargna 

A thin rope of thread and beads 

Taran or Tarona means younger, a military group of younger 

Sikhs 

History 

A carpenter 

A singing girl or prostitute 

An annotated work or annotation 

A sword that signified the physical force 

A stipendiary official of the government 

A mark that is worn by the Hindus on the forehead to show 

status, sect, or caste 
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Terath 

Thakurdwara 

Thal 

Thanadar 

Threewa 

 

Tind 

Tirne or Tirnee 

Tola 

Topkhana 

Toshahkhana 

 

Trans-Sutlej 

Udasi 

 

Ulama 

Vade and loude 

Vakil 

Var 

Vishnu and Sivas 

 

 

Vivah 

Vyakaran 

Wand Chako 

Watta-Satta 

Wazir 

Wazirship 

Wazn-Kashi 

Wutna 

Yusuf-Zuleikha 

 

 

A place of pilgrimage or a sacred place 

A temple which is dedicated to Vishnu 

A name of desert in Punjab 

A police officer or a commandant of a fort or a garrison 

Second marriage with the third person rather than husband’s 

brother 

A ceramic pot which was used in Persian wheels 

Grazing of fodder tax received by the Sikh Jagirdars 

Weigher of grain 

Artillery or an arsenal or a magazine 

A treasury or a wardrobe, storeroom or a chamber in which 

rare and valuable articles are kept 

The area North of the river Sutlej 

Renunciate belonging to the order finding its foundation to 

Guru Nanak through his son, Sri Chand 

The Muslim scholars 

Loftier and inferior 

An envoy, a deputy, or an agent 

A genre that is used for heroic poetry or ballad 

Vishnu is the principal deities of Hinduism who preserved 

the Hindu trinity and Siva is also the principal deities of 

Hinduism who destroyed and transformed the Hindu trinity 

Marriage 

Grammar 

Share your earnings with the unprivileged 

Exchange or bartering the girls 

Minister 

Ministry 

Estimated weight, measured weight 

The rouge or a yellow powder for facial 

The Quranic verse about the events of Prophet Yusuf and 

Zuleikha (Potiphar’s wife) 
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Zabti 

 

Zafar Jung 

Zaildar 

 

Zakhirajat 

Zamindar 

Zamindari 

Zamzama 

Zanakh 

Zanana 

Zar-e-Jins 

Zar-e-Naqad 

Zila 

Ziyafat 

A procedure of assessment based on measurement which was 

applied to superior and perishable crops 

Winner of wars 

A native officer or in charge of a Zail (an administrative unit 

consisting of 2 to 40 villages) 

Storerooms or reserves 

The owner of the land or a peasant proprietor 

Peasantry or land system 

A renowned cannon is known as Top-e-Bhangian 

A method to tie the toes of the dead body in the Muslims 

Effeminate/ like a woman 

Money about the belongings and expensive metals 

Money received in the reserves 

District 

Entertainment 
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ABSTRACT 

The present work deals with the politico-economic setup of Multan during the 

period from 1818 to 1849. The main reason for selecting this era and area was that 

Multan proved to be a turning point in the history of Punjab because in 1818, after the 

conquest of Multan by Ranjit Singh, Durrani and Afghan rule was smashed in the 

Punjab and Multan became the new province of Khalsa State. Similarly, 1n 1849, when 

Multan was captured and annexed by the British in 1849, the whole Punjab was gone 

under the direct control of the British. The second main reason was that Multan, due to 

the improvement of the law-and-order situation under Sawan mal, had secured the title 

of Dar-ul-Aman. This era is significant in the history of Multan. It was a reign of the 

decay of the Mughal-Afghan rule and the rise of the Sikhs as the sovereign rulers. They 

arose as the rulers of Punjab completely on the strength of their arms and presaged the 

building up of a dynasty under Maharaja Ranjit Singh. During the period under review, 

Multan offered a picture of quick political changes. With the failure of the Mughal-

Afghan rule, Punjab was divided into several states and principalities. Ranjit Singh 

amalgamated the territories of Punjab into a realm, autonomous in all aspects. This was 

a vital development having far-reaching magnitudes for the politics and economy of 

Multan. Multan has remained the main focus of foreign invaders due to its economic 

and geographical position. It is called golden sparrow, that’s why a large number of 

nations have invaded it since ancient times. One of them was Sikh. After the decline of 

the Mughals, the Sikhs appeared on the scenario of Punjab in the late eighteenth century 

as ruling power and founded the Sikh Kingdom under the headship of Ranjit Singh in 

1799. Later on, he captured Multan in 1818 and appointed his Nazims (governors). 

Although the Sikh rule in Multan started in 1818 and the period from 1752 to 1818 is 

known as Saddozai’s rule, yet historians considered it Misaldari Period too. If we 

admitted this fact, then it would be true to say that the period from 1752 to 1849 is 

marked as Misldari Period. As indicated by historians, after the deterioration of the 

Mughal control, Multan was captured by the Sikh Sardars known as Misldars who, later 

on, partitioned it into twelve Misls and began governing over their particular regions. 

Rather than joining together and founding a state, these Misldars were always occupied 

with civil war, organizing, and reorganizing in the battle for superiority. It required a 

solid hand to check these domestic clashes. Luckily, Ranjit Singh seemed on the scene, 

he overwhelmed their domains and bound them together with the entire of the Multan. 

On the contrary, the new proof gathered during the most recent three decades has made 
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it clear that the Sikhs were not by any means the only rulers of Multan during the second 

half of the eighteenth century, there were Muslim rulers in the south-west of Punjab. 

The affixed atlas of the late eighteenth century Multan indicating regions under the 

belongings of the Sikh chiefs makes it clear that the Sikhs were the rulers of almost 

one-fourth part of Punjab just while more than three-fourth was under the ownership of 

the non-Sikhs (Muslim Chiefs). 

Throughout the eighteenth century, when the grasp of the Mughal control 

debilitated, these middle people, instead of paying income to the State, began keeping 

it to themselves and procured more assets and power. They paid praise to Ahmad Shah 

Abdali yet, when Abdali was not able to go to Multan and Punjab, these chiefs had just 

to suppress acknowledgment and to safeguard themselves against their neighbors to 

wind up distinctly autonomous. The political foundation of the Sikh chiefs in Multan 

amongst the late eighteenth century was not quite the same as the Rajput and Muslim 

rulers. The Sikh rulers had been relatives of normal subjects of the Mughal Empire 

concerning the peasant class or to the classes related to it. They had to remunerate a 

long effort against the Afghans and the Mughals to build up their territories. 

In 1818, Ranjit Singh raised a large army, equipped with essential tools, to 

attack Multan. Nawab Muzaffar Khan, the Governor of Multan, fought courageously 

but failed to save the territory. From 1818 to 1821, six governors were appointed here 

but they could neither maintain law and order situation nor good management. They 

also failed to submit revenue proficiently and were expelled and detained before long 

on the charges of misuse of State levy. At last in 1821, Ranjit Singh appointed Sawan 

Mal as the seventh governor in Multan who already had pulled in the consideration of 

the Maharaja. Ranjit Singh turned his regard for the hills and made the rulers of the 

territories of Multan recognize his suzerainty. It was a chunk of his general approach to 

claim suzerainty over self-sufficient chiefs as a prelude to the extension of their 

territories. He possessed Multan along with Peshawar, Dera Ghazi Khan, Bannu, and 

Dera Ismail Khan too. The instructions of Ranjit Singh, nonetheless, were, tended to 

Nazims, Diwans, Thanadars, Jagirdars, and Kardars of customs, additionally separated 

from Chaudharys, Amils, Muqaddams, and Zamindars. 

During the Sikh period, several reforms were introduced in Multan to collect 

revenue for the Sikh State and Military. They improved land revenue, built many wells 

and perpetual canals under the governorship of Sawan Mal and Diwan Mulraj. These 
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two were considered to be the most useful officials of the Maharaja in revenue 

generation. It has been tried to break new ground, challenging the viewpoint of previous 

writers about the local history in the first half of the nineteenth century. The reason 

behind the selection of this era and area is that the political, economic, and revenue 

system has a unique significance which not only provided the right direction for future 

policies but also gave peace and calm to the native people. At that time, Multan was an 

important unit of the Punjab where policies were formulated at a higher level and 

translated into action throughout Punjab. 

Ranjit Singh was like an asteroid who shot up in the sky and controlled the scene 

for about half a century in the History of Punjab. His enormity cannot be paralleled by 

any of his contemporaries. He was a benevolent ruler and always cared for the 

wellbeing of his masses regardless of their caste or creed. He had full reliance on the 

broad-based coherence and collaboration with which the Muslims and the Hindus lived 

and sustained peace and prosperity. The evidence of the wholehearted co-operation of 

the Governors, Administrators, and Generals is not far to seek. The spirit of Maharaja 

Ranjit Singh's rule was secular. Working on such a topic entitled, "Multan: From the 

Fall of Afghan Rule to Its Annexation with the British- A Case Study of Its Politico-

Economic Setup" was very difficult, however, despite many complications, an 

endeavor has been made to build this dissertation with the help of existing primary and 

secondary sources. 

A large number of Hindu Governors and administrators were serving at the 

Lahore Darbar under the command of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Some of them were of 

caliber, great importance, and considerable note. A few of them had also formerly 

occupied ministerial posts in the Mughal Government. Their role, contribution, and 

achievements in the civil and military administration of Lahore and Multan were not 

simply important. They proved useful in consolidating and strengthening the Sikh 

dynasty. Though many valuable research schemes have been undertaken and 

accomplished on numerous aspects and accomplishments of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and 

even his successors, yet to the best of my information, no systematic and autonomous 

study about the said issue has been undertaken by the researchers hitherto. This work 

is an effort to fill up this annulled in the history of Multan of Ranjit Singh’s time and 

the era till 1849 when it was annexed by the British. Also, an endeavor has been made 

to offer a comprehensive account of the most prominent governors of Multan, who were 
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working in average dimensions. Their role in the formation of the Central Secretariat, 

financial department, and commanding expeditions of Multan have been debated. The 

presentation of these governors in the Civil Administration has also been scrutinized at 

length but critically. Their associations with Maharaja Ranjit Singh and with his 

successors as well as with the nobility at Lahore Darbar have also been inspected 

thoroughly and analytically.  

Present work belongs to Ranjit Singh's rise and his achievements in various 

fields like military, civil, and general administration as well as on the political, 

economic, and socio-cultural conditions. The Hindu governors and Officials of Multan 

who served in Maharaja Ranjit Singh's reign and under his successors were mostly 

middle-class Hindus or Khatris. Their careers, contributions, achievements, and 

importance have been traced out from various primary, contemporary secondary 

sources available in Urdu, Persian, Punjabi, and English related to the present study. 

During the present study, it has been felt that there was a large scope to include details 

about the establishment of the Central Secretariat and in the organization of the 

Financial Department of Sikh administration which is largely modeled on Kabul and 

Delhi Government. Thus, the scope of further exploration of this subject is not only 

immense and self-explanatory but also essential to comprehend autonomous 

contributions in detail.  

The purpose of this study is to examine critically Maharaja's aims and objectives 

behind recruiting Hindus in his court. It is also to study what prompted them to join 

service under him and even to continue during the time of Maharaja's successors. The 

power, privileges, and position enjoyed by them as well as the constraints put on them 

have been examined critically. The innovative reforms which were familiarized by 

them in the provincial management were also discussed. The significance of their 

existence and role in the day-to-day actions under Ranjit Singh and even till the 

annexation of Multan in 1849 has been highlighted as it is one of the objectives of the 

present study. Their role in intrigues and conspiracies especially after the death of 

Ranjit Singh has also been inspected critically. The impact of their careers, characters, 

and caliber on various grounds of life, such as economic, military, political, and socio-

cultural has too been debated analytically. Another objective of this research has 

endured studying if their company in any way assisted the Maharaja and its successors 

in keeping the native elements under operative control. The merits of their services in 
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the civil and military administration have been examined and discussed critically. How 

did they perform their responsibilities which were assigned to them and to what extent 

did they prove useful to the Maharaja’s likings and disliking also the goal of this study? 

Lastly, it will be expressive if the chapterization of the present work is reported 

here to just give a clue about the entire plan of the study. Besides the Introduction and 

Conclusion, the present study is divided into seven chapters. The first chapter consists 

of two parts. The first part deals with the ancient history of Multan from an early age 

to the beginning of Sikh rule. Besides this, the part second belongs to the origin, 

evolution of Sikhism, their Gurus, and Misls. Similarly, the arrival, invasions, and 

ruling period of the Sikhs in Northern India, including Kashmir, Peshawar, and Punjab, 

have also been discussed. It examines the facts and reasons too which have caused the 

decline of the Mughal Empire.  

The second chapter deals with the early life and career of Ranjit Singh. It also 

encloses his invasions, conquest of Multan as well as its adjacent areas, and those 

interests which inspired him to come on the scene of Punjab and Multan and ruled over 

it. The third chapter is the description of the political situation of Multan during the late 

eighteenth and early nineteenth century. It was a period of struggle between the Afghan, 

Mughal, and the Sikhs. The Sikhs emerged successful in eliminating them and at last, 

Punjab was unified into a kingdom under Maharaja Ranjit Singh. It has not only been 

highlighted the invasions and expeditions of Ranjit Singh towards Multan but also 

narrated about some famous courtiers of Lahore Durbar who played a vital role in 

Multan. Besides this, a brief history, as well as the role and achievements of invaders 

and governors of Multan, have been discussed too. The fourth chapter provides a 

detailed account of the successors of Ranjit Singh, a sketch of the Anglo-Sikh wars as 

well as evidence and facts for the political, social, and economic flaws. It also encloses 

those drawbacks of later rulers which caused siege, defeat, and annexation of Multan. 

The fifth chapter maps out the nature of civil administration (central, provincial, 

and regional), civil secretariat, local management, military as well as judicial setup and 

educational system. Annexing policies of Ranjit Singh, his successors and governors 

have also been mentioned. The sixth chapter belongs to the agro-economic reforms, 

land revenue, and taxation system in which all kinds of techniques have been discussed. 

Besides this, it highlights the irrigation system, patronage, and some other 
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miscellaneous sources of income and taxes. In the seventh chapter, an attempt has been 

made to evaluate the territory sector in terms of various issues relating to society, 

religion, culture, education, and some other aspects. This chapter is a detailed analysis 

of the social structure of the Punjabi society which was based on a hierarchical 

structure. The social structure was dominated by the ruling class. The ruling class was 

heterogeneous which included people of all classes, castes, religions, and regions. The 

arguments behind the construction of the geographical unit and the role of historical 

interpretations, in the formation of regional/cultural/linguistic/racial identities, have 

also been examined. 

The last chapter, which is related to the decisive remarks, highlights the 

assumptions and interpretations about the history of Multan during the Sikh period. The 

conclusions arrived at in this study are only such as primary and contemporary evidence 

have yielded. In the case of all information, a rigorous historical methodology has been 

applied and proper historical balance has been constantly kept in mind. This chapter is 

not concerned with the truth or falsity of the contents of the texts but identifies contact 

with the history of indigenous and foreign scholars and historians. 
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INTRODUCTION 

0.1.Statement of the problem: 

Geologically and historically, Multan keeps its different uniqueness since times 

immemorial that made it a distinct area from the other parts of India. Seeing its political 

and financial conditions, it can be said that it had not only endured an exceptionally 

blooming district but was independent in its necessities. As one of the entrances to the 

Subcontinent, it had been a fountain of fascination for the foreign conquerors. It is a 

historical reality that the conquerors have always degraded the history of the conquered 

nations and have brought deviation to their history and its definitions. This deviation 

and corrupted history started with the ignorance of the real stories and the intentional 

forgetfulness to it so that the minds of the people should be kept occupied and corrupted. 

The history of Punjab and the adjacent areas, including Multan, was tampered with and 

intentionally corrupted which gave birth to wrong ideas and theories. They are not only 

against observation and chronicle hierarchy but also sabotaged the historical process. 

There are many reasons for this deviation, tampering, and wrong as well as baseless 

ideas and theories. One of these reasons is our teaching and learning system which has 

never included the history and culture of Punjab, especially Multan in its curriculum. 

The land of Multan has remained the target of insurgent activities of the foreign 

invaders and dictators. These foreign forces not only exploited their brave, 

hardworking, fearless, and dauntless people but also divided them into pieces. They 

attracted the local people with the lust for earning and enrolled them in the army 

because their sole aim was to prepare them to fight against their accused enemies. These 

foreigners belonged to different religions, civilizations, and geographical tracts. Multan 

has also enjoyed the Muslim's rule for three centuries. During this period, it maintained 

its social, political, and religious position but in 1707, after the death of Aurangzeb 

Alamgir, the Mughal Empire began to scatter. At last Ahmad Shah Abdali conquered 

Multan in 1752. In 1766, the Sikhs and the Afghans fought many battles but the most 

important and decisive adventure occurred in 1818. During this battle, Ranjit Singh 

conquered Multan and killed Muzaffar Khan, the governor of Multan, and succeeded 

in establishing the Sikh Raj here. The Sikhs, in such a way, looted and killed the masses 

and destroyed Multan in such a way that history will not face such kind of destruction 

and catastrophe. According to Henry: 
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"After great destruction, Ranjit Singh succeeded in affiliating Multan 

with Punjab. In this way, Multan had been under the Sikh Raj and 

dictatorship." 

The actual Sikh regime in Punjab began when Ranjit Singh assumed control at 

Lahore in 1799. During his regime, Punjab consisted of four provinces Lahore, Multan, 

Peshawar, and Kashmir. He completely settled Sikh sovereignty in these localities to 

incorporate Punjab with a capable State. He, to a great extent, depended upon the 

reliable support of the aristocracy and gave them considerable significance. The 

political circumstance also stayed extremely melted and geo-political changes 

frequently occurred so that no unfaltering predominant proprietorship was made. 

Different Muslim feudal chiefs were staunch supporters of the Sikhs, yet this was not 

satisfactory to protect their control in Punjab. During his regime in Multan, he 

appointed many Governors (Nazims) one after the other but no one, in prestige and 

reputation, could reach Sawan Mal. After having been appointed the Governor of 

Multan, he reconstructed Multan and attended his subjects. 

Although, Ranjit Singh was the ruler who could guarantee the solid United 

Kingdom, yet after his demise, flaws crawled into the system and the British East India 

Company detained the Punjab and Multan. So, keeping all these occasions, conditions, 

and essentialness of this period as a primary concern, the researcher decided to conduct 

a research entitled "Multan: From the Fall of Afghan Rule to its Annexation with the 

British- A Case Study of its Politico-economic Setup". 

0.2.Significance of the study: 

The motivation behind this work was that the era and area under examination have 

extremely incredible importance in the history of Multan. The first half of the 

nineteenth century was a time of radical changes in Northern India and Punjab, 

especially in Multan, which was dominated by the Sikhs. During the proposed period, 

the Muslim rule was on the verge of closure and the new Sikh rulers were attempting 

to obtain the entire Subcontinent. 

The present work is related to the politico-economic lifestyle of the general 

population of Multan and the governmental system from 1818 to 1849. This period is 

momentous in the historical backdrop of the Punjab and Multan because it was the time 

of decay of the Mughal-Afghan reign and the rise of the Sikhs. They rose as autonomous 

rulers of Punjab, including Lahore, Multan, Peshawar, and Kashmir, by dint of their 

arms and forecasted to build up a jurisdiction under Ranjit Singh. Multan stayed under 

Muslim power for about eight centuries, however, disappointingly, no steady and 
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secured control could build up here and the populace, to a great extent, remained 

destitute offensive, and backward in the perspective of socio-political and financial 

conditions. After the fold of the Mughal Empire, the bigger part of Punjab was again 

attached to the Sikh kingdom. This work has a multidimensional structure in which 

local history, the attitude of trespassers towards people of Multan, traditions, and its 

reaction have been covered. 

During 711-713, the Arabs proceeded to the land of five rivers and built up their 

dynasty up to Multan. In the meantime, Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni invaded Punjab 

seventeen times. It is fascinating to note that all the invaders, due to the empowering 

atmosphere conditions, chose the autumn season for their invasions. Punjab stayed 

under the control of Sultans from 1000 to 1526. After that, it turned into a part of the 

Mughal Empire founded by Zaheer-ud-Din Babur. Till 1707, this area was named Suba 

Lahore and Akbar shifted his capital to Lahore in 1585 where he remained for thirteen 

years. During the reign of Aurangzeb, the massive Mughal Empire spread from Kabul 

to Chatgam and Rass Kumari to Baluchistan. This enormous realm was controlled 

under the Mansabdari framework. Mansabdars were in charge of gathering forces 

whenever the emperor required. These solid forces made them arrogant and haughty. 

After the demise of Aurangzeb Alamgir, the Mughal Empire saw a quick breaking 

down and the provincial leaders declared their autonomy from the capital. The rude and 

wicked relatives of the Mughals were not able to handle the circumstances. Thus, the 

regions defied the superiority of the lord and turned into the ruler of the free and 

sovereign states. Subsequently, there had been around 640 autonomous princely states 

keeping their particular power. 

To know the shortcoming of the Mughals, several Muslim and non-Muslim nations 

emerged to apprehend the chair or some part of the Empire. One of them was the Sikhs. 

The confusion and ambiguity, in which the Suba Lahore was thrown due to the intrusion 

of Nadir Shah, were inspiring for the Sikhs. From 1709-10, Banda Singh Bahadur 

incidentally grabbed the Eastern areas of Punjab from the Mughals. But in 1716, his 

failure and execution resulted in the skirmishes between the Sikhs and the Mughals as 

well as the Afghans. They, almost throughout the last phase of the Mughal period, kept 

on the organized battles. When the Afghans withdrew, the Sikhs possessed Lahore in 

1758. Jassa Singh announced the Sikh authority and became its head. Ahmed Shah 

Abdali and Shah Zaman made a decent attempt to oust the Sikhs, however conceited. 
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After the demise of Abdali in 1773, the Afghan sovereignty declined in Multan and 

thus, it went under Sikh rule. 

The historical backdrop of Multan is full of the history of the intrusion from 

Western and Central Asia. As time went on, the attacking forces became distinctly less 

unfriendly with this zone. A number of them relentlessly blended with the local 

inhabitants. During 1221-1528, at least ten vital invasions at Southern Punjab by 

Central Asian troops were observed. In 1284, the Mughal trespassers, under Timor 

Khan, overwhelmed and murdered Prince Martyr and governed Multan. In 1327, a 

force, under Turnisharin Khan, reached Multan but returned on the payment of 

reinforcement. In 1397, Tamerlane came here and seized Ouch and Multan. In 1430, 

Shah Rukan sent his armed forces towards the province of Multan. During 1524-25, 

Turks, after a vast obstruction, possessed the city. Lastly Babur, as the last extraordinary 

intruder, came to Multan in 1528. During the intense Mughal rule, Multan overjoyed a 

long period of peace and was entitled to Dar-ul-Amman. 

From 1548 to 1748, there was no fighting in this part of Punjab. The agricultural 

business was confined to the riverine lands. The northern territory of Multan was 

opened for the settlers in Shah Jahan's period and was inhabited by the people of North-

West India. Commerce seemed to flourish and Multan turned into a prominent 

emporium for the trade amongst the Hindustan and Persian Empires. As the Mughal 

control started to fall, Multan was not influenced by devastation as compare to the 

different parts of India. The armed forces of Nadir Shah and Abdali, with their repulsive 

and collaborator ills, left Multan intact and it was just from minor and additional 

contentions that it had endured. As a vital influence, it was incapacitated by a cash-

making concern and thus it got under the control of the Hindus. From the Hindu's point 

of view, we retain the wellspring of those agricultural and revenue reforms which 

prompted the extension of canal irrigation that was generally helpless before Diwan 

Sawan Mal. 

Other than this, Multan is the origination of spiritual schools of thought, Sufism, 

Sikhism and Buddhism, and numerous holy people. That is the reason, it is famous for 

the shrines of Sufi Saints, holy places, tombs, and many fantastically designed mosques. 

Its important religious and ethnic amalgamation is imitated in the social assortment of 

today's Punjab. Besides this, it has an impact on the financial and political setup of 

Punjab. As the region has been assaulted and administered by different powers and 
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races, Aryans, Persians, Greeks, the Muslims, the Mongols, the Sikhs, and the British, 

hence its limits have been expanding and shrinking by the passage of time.  

The past is comprehended in light of the present. It is completely right about the 

Sikh history because there is less assortment of opinion in the clarification of other 

country's history than the Sikhs. Each student of history, who has written on Sikh 

history, has a different perspective. The primary intention, for these differences of 

assessment about the Sikh history, is a direct result of the origin of the Sikhs in the state 

of a revolution and its development as a counterforce of the existing recognized order. 

The accepted imperative contained the political element in power, clerics of Islam, the 

Muslim priesthood, Brahminical order and its branches, the Yogis, and the Nath. The 

Indian culture was a crossover of all these impacts. Accomplishments of the Sikh 

religion were so doubtful and implausible that they pulled in the concentration of every 

scholar of the world. That is the reason, each school of thought has commented on Sikh 

history and religion. This also clarifies the difference of opinion in the comprehension 

of Sikh history. Diverse schools of historians have failed to reach an assertion in their 

explanation of Sikh history. Since the primary fear, in this dissertation was to examine 

the understanding of the social, monetary, and political scenario of the Sikh period in 

Multan. 

The nineteenth century was obvious and noticeable by the ascent of the thought of 

nationalism which created excessively numerous nations and states in the world. 

Multan region was composed of the Muslims, as the largest populace, the Hindus, and 

the Sikhs. In any case, Multan city was regarded as one of the most responsive states 

of Punjab. The history of the Sikh rule in Multan indicates its hostility and, a long time 

ago, settled custom of communal bitterness. Local historians have also observed all the 

disparities and profound religious resentment in pre-colonial Punjab. For instance, the 

general population of Multan can be seen in the shape of three groups: the Muslims, the 

Hindus, and the Sikhs, yet there was not a single parameter in native historian's works 

by which we could separate the general population of Multan into social gatherings. 

The criteria, they utilized, ranged from sectarian belief, religion, occupation, and tribe. 

Other than this, the formation of local identity draws out the design of regional 

contrasts. Local history is productive for local studies. It, more extensively, highlights 

the regional conditions as well as the present angle of a dream to look at challenging 

situations. Furthermore, regional history, when a locality has a more extensive part to 

play in its geographic situation, becomes significant to understand general histories. It 
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is also quite right in the perspective of Multan because it has played a pivotal part in all 

the movements from Gomel and Tochi passes to South Afghanistan. Whatever might 

be the truth, in this convention, the Multan has played a part in history. 

The accounts of the British Government also verify the fact that the Muslim 

supremacy in Multan is revolutionary and it created various renowned researchers who 

added their colossal contribution to the improvement of incredible and scholarly 

exercises. These scholars were acknowledged stipends by the rulers. During the 

seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries, due to the ruler's positive welcome to the 

erudite, an extensive number of historians were attracted to the royal courts. Gradually, 

these royal courts became the hub of the meetings of researchers, learned people, and 

artists. These scholars were overwhelmed by the warmness, cherishing, and classy 

nature of the general population of Multan. Nowadays, a few historians expounded the 

historical backdrop of Multan from the perspective of old history, financial matters, 

governmental issues, topography, families, and some different viewpoints. Multan, the 

area under review, has assumed a basic part in history in any event since the Bronze 

Age and epic legend (convention). In any case, nobody attempted to compose and 

investigate the causes and aftermaths of the Sikh rule in Multan. So, it was essential to 

conduct research work on the Sikh domain in Multan.  

All the above truths and figures motivated the researcher to compose and clarify 

the role, implication, and different certainties about the Sikh Government in Multan. 

Amongst local historians, it is a typical recognition that the Sikh rule in Multan is 

brimming with pitilessness, foul play, assassination, and merciless conduct, and a large 

number of cases of sexual violence and defloration. Though, to a great extent, it is true, 

yet, as a historian, it is my enthusiastic duty to uncover the genuine truths so that the 

people may distinguish the truth about the Sikh period in Multan. The researcher has 

done this work with trustworthiness, wholeheartedly, and fairness. In this work, an 

endeavor has been made to bring out different parts of the financial, social, political, 

and authoritative setup of the population of Multan during the late eighteenth and first 

half of the nineteenth century. Social and financial life cannot be separated from the 

governing and political life of the general population. The fact is that the Sikhs ascended 

amongst the common citizens and then, setting aside the political and authoritative 

structure of the Mughal Empire, set up against every one of its supporters. The most 

prominent resources, which they developed on the premise of their sound judgment, the 

ties of family relationships, and their religious belief, stimulated and supported them in 
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their political and military actions. A portion of the obvious Sikh Sardars had set up 

themselves in the area of Lahore. The present work covers the central domain like 

Multan in which, Lahore, Gujranwala, Jhang, Sialkot, Gujarat, Leiah, Rawalpindi, 

Shujabad, Muzaffargarh, and Derajat, has also been discussed. 

Amid the period under review, Multan has displayed quick socio-political, 

financial, cultural, and administrative changes. With the decay of the Mughal-Afghan 

government, Punjab was isolated into various territories and states. Maharaja Ranjit 

Singh united these regions into a Kingdom, sovereign in all aspects. This was an 

imperative improvement that had sweeping outcomes for the culture and society of 

Punjab. Punjabi society has changed in its recognition of castes, traditions, customs, 

dresses, nourishment, celebrations, amusements, writing, and numerous aspects of 

cultural and social life. This research perceives the Sikhs' attacks, their administration, 

reforms, culture, and economy in Multan during the Sikh Rule from 1818 to 1849. It 

also highlights the components, purposes, and motives working behind religion, 

legislative issues, society, and geology. Along these lines, this research work not only 

covers an ignored area but also opens another discussion for a new zone of research. It 

is trusted that it gives some imperative intimations to the impression of economics, 

society, governmental issues, religion, culture, and evolution of the Sikhs and its effects 

on the population of Multan. 

0.3.Literature review: 

The pattern of composing local histories proceeded in the works of nationalist 

historians. The historiography of the mid-nineteenth century Punjab tended to highlight 

the social creations of religious groups, class, and caste. Ranjit Singh has remained a 

topic of enthusiasm to researchers who expounded on the events of his life as well as 

thereafter. The most punctual records of this period are accessible from reports of the 

British Intelligence of the eighteenth century. During the nineteenth century the British 

officers, Malcolm, Metcalfe, Murray, Prinsep, and Wade, connected with Ranjit's 

Kingdom in their official capacity. Prinsep's work entitled "Inception of the Sikh Power 

in the Punjab" contained a record of Bentick's meetings with Ranjit Singh. Furthermore, 

some reports of voyagers and guests, such as Moorcroft, Jacquemont, Hugel, Murray, 

Honigberger, Henry Fane, and Osborne, are prominent. 

Apart from this, the Diaries of Sohan Lal Suri and Shahamat Ali are first-hand 

perceptions about the Sikh Empire. The court diarist Sohan Lal Suri's Umdat-ut-

Tawarikh, in five Daftar (Volumes), is a contemporary account from 1771 to 1849. The 
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record from 1771 to 1812 was documented by his father Ganpat Rai whilst the 

remaining, which encloses the events from 1812-1849, was noted by Sohan Lal himself. 

These are valuable sources and contain eyewitness accounts of eighty years. The real 

narrative of the first Anglo-Sikh battle was acquired by Sir Herbert Edwards when he 

met with Sohan Lal after the expedition. It was not returned and was not accessible. 

The antiquated history of Punjab has been a fascinating study on which numerous 

historians have created constructive and helpful work. For example, Joseph Davey 

Cunningham's History of the Sikhs, W. H. McLeod's The Evolution of the Sikh 

Community, and Fauja Singh's The History of the Punjab highlight the history of the 

Punjab and the pre-British period. Bakhshish Singh Najjar's Punjab under Sultanates, 

Punjab under Mughals, and Punjab under the British are valuable works too. B.J. 

Hasrat's Life and Times of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Radha Sharma's Peasantry, and the 

State, and Veena Sachdeva's Polity and Economy of Punjab during the Late Eighteenth 

Century are an imperative contribution to understanding the facets of the history of 

Punjab. Although some of these works denote the society and culture of Punjab, yet the 

said topic is not being their priority. Clarifying the interests of the Sikh religion and 

building up its assortment, Sir Gokul Chand Narang's Transformation of Sikhism has 

been cited as an example.  

Shah Muhammad's Jangnama (epic), about the first Anglo-Sikh war, is a record in 

Punjabi verse. It has been composed in the second half of 1846, so it is a close 

contemporary account of the battle. The poet splendidly gathered the historic events 

into 105 bunds (stanzas). He not only praised the bravery and loyalty of the Sikh fighters 

but also uncovered the bad condition of their Generals, Wazirs (ministers), and Rani 

Jindan. Joseph Davey Cunningham's History of the Sikhs is a contemporary record of 

the period 1837-1846. He interpreted that the First Anglo-Sikh War was initiated by the 

British Officials and was fortified with the greedy Sikh chiefs. Cunningham's work is a 

universal history of the Sikhs and considers them to be a developing nationality and 

welcoming to social change. Besides this, Sita Ram Kohli's Catalogue of Khalsa 

Durbar Records gives insight into the power, administration, organization, and working 

of Ranjit's armed forces. He, in his other work Maharaja Ranjit Singh, has composed a 

history of Ranjit Singh in Punjabi dialect. It traces the foundation of Ranjit Singh's 

Empire from the Misl time. In twenty brief chapters, it provides a record of the 

Maharaja's rule. The last two chapters sum up his identity and accomplishments. He 

credited Ranjit Singh for the fall of the Sikh rule. He narrates that Ranjit had 



 

9 
 

concentrated all the powers in his own hands and could not provide such a setup that 

could support the rule after him. As a result, within 10 years of his demise, the Kingdom 

was demolished. He also implies that the British, from the first day, had an eye on the 

Maharaja's domains and after his demise, they snatched it and seized Punjab. Gulshan 

Lal Chopra's Punjab as a Sovereign State, 1799-1839 is a doctoral thesis. It depicts a 

complete history of the Sikh kingdom under Ranjit Singh and highlights the 

administrative and political structure of his realm. It also traces the confederacy of 

Punjab as a distinct tactic of solidification and Ranjit's associations with other 

neighboring forces, the Afghans and the British. It gives a record of Ranjit's court, 

armed forces, and administration too.  

N.K. Sinha's work Ranjit Singh, without digging in noteworthy details, has clarified 

his government and associations with different powers of the region. Daljinder Singh 

Johal's doctoral thesis, Society and Culture as Reflected in Punjabi Literature (1750-

1850) belonged to the social and traditional existence of Punjab as displayed in Punjabi 

writing. It is a revolutionary work based on secular Punjabi writing. Kulwinder Singh 

Bajwa, in his doctoral thesis Historical Analysis of Early Nineteenth-Century European 

Travel Literature on Punjab, has examined travel writings that, amongst different 

perspectives, concentrates on society comprehended by European voyagers who toured 

Punjab. The economic, social, and administrative lifestyle of Multan was not his real 

concern. 

History of Multan and History of Punjab (From the Remotest antiquity to the 

present time) by Syed Muhammad Latif, History of the Sikhs by Hari Ram Gupta, and 

Life and Times of Ranjit Singh (A Saga of Benevolent Despotism) by Bikramajit Hasrat 

are general histories which related to the history of Multan and the wars battled by 

Ranjit Singh. In The Khalsa Raj by A.C. Banerjee, the author tributes Ranjit Singh's 

political aptitudes, practical approach, and statesmanship. He accomplishes that a single 

man, sometimes, embodies the procedure of the historical change. Ranjit Singh had a 

place with this uncommon classification because his Monarchy came to an end within 

10 years of his demise. 

George Bruce, in Six Battles for India: The Anglo Sikh Wars, writes frankly about 

wars at Mudki, Ferozshah, Sobraon during 1845-46 and Multan, Chillianwal1a and 

Gujarat during 1848-49. He has talked in detail about the quantity of the armed forces, 

their strategies, and the British procedure. In The Sikhs and the Sikh Wars, General Sir 

Charles Gough has composed the history of a military operation, providing full 
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recognition to Lord Gough's supervision of the British powers, and legitimization of 

both Anglo-Sikh battles. Their one-sided pro-British perspectives may be evaluated 

from his written work on the Sindh. The British had no clue about subjugating the 

Sindh, invading Punjab, and disturbing Afghanistan. Nevertheless, their attention was 

on business improvement and the Indus could be ensured as an open waterway. Gough, 

on account of fatalities to the British Officers and men amongst the Anglo-Sikh battles, 

had got a decent measure of the awful press. Indeed, after Chillianwala, his substitution 

was dispatched from England. 

To give an investigative understanding of the organization and structure of the Sikh 

armed forces, Fauja Singh, in the Military System of the Sikhs, has constructed his 

perceptions in the light of Sita Ram Kohli's widely gathered information and different 

works. He has gone into the scholarly merits of strategies and techniques. Fauja Singh's 

Some Aspects of State and Society under Maharaja Ranjit Singh fundamentally related 

to the nature of society and the State. Society, to a great extent, is concerned with such 

angles which have been seen as consequences of the State tactics. J.S. Grewal's Polity, 

Economy, and Society investigate the social, monetary, and traditional history of the 

mid-nineteenth century Punjab that adds another measurement to comprehend Ranjit 

Singh. These reports are a greater amount of exploratory than complete nature, 

however, based on pragmatic proof. 

Fauja Singh could not have the advantage of the later work, such as Civil and 

Military Affairs of Maharaja Ranjit Singh by J.S. Grewal and Indu Banga, which is not 

only a collection of imperial instructions but also gives an understanding of Ranjit 

Singh's regular army management. They, regarding the interest in every facet of the 

military, highlight Ranjit's colossal army features and his careful consideration. This 

work displays how he reserved himself with the armed forces by engaging Akhbar 

Nawis, and how he sent Harkaras amongst Peshawar and Lahore to get data within a 

day. Furthermore, we find his contradicting orders given to Prince Nau Nihal Singh 

about the armed forces. This accumulation of orders helps us to know how Ranjit Singh 

worked. These instructions affirm the view that he had an efficient bent of mind who 

went into the smallest points of interest. French Administrators of Maharaja Ranjit 

Singh by Jean Marie Lafont has portrayed the armed force, business, management, and 

political cum strategic activities of the French officers engaged by Ranjit Singh from 

1822 to onwards. 
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Dr. Sarfraz Khawaja's Sikhs of Punjab, briefly covers the period from 1900 to 1925, 

however, it gives a sketchy photo of the Muslim-Sikh associations. Popular historians 

have hardly touched the Sikh era in Multan as a different unit or chapter. They have 

encouraged the historical incidents and information with various sources and assumed 

the investigation of the Sikh governmental issues, yet they have not arranged the social, 

financial, and political issues or culture of Multan during the Sikh period. 

Andrew J. Major's Return to Empire: Punjab under the Sikhs and British in the Mid-

Nineteenth Century is assembled articles written by renowned authors. J.S Grewal's The 

Sikhs of Punjab traces the progress of the Sikh uniqueness and society from the 

formation of the Sikhs to a distinct Sikh nation of Khalistan in the late seventies. 

Besides this, Kirpal Singh's Partition of Punjab, Khushwant Singh's History of the 

Sikhs, Verinder Grover's The History of Punjab: Yesterday and Today, Sungat Singh's 

The Sikhs in History, A. S. Narang's Storm over the Sutlej: The Akali Politics and 

numerous others have discussed the Sikh history in British Punjab. Every written work 

lacks extraordinary concentration on the Sikh regime in Multan from 1818 to 1849. 

Contrary to the native researchers, the foreigners have contributed a great deal to the 

material on Punjab history and political issues under the British Raj. Ian Talbot is a 

recognized name among such writers. He utilized the essential sources and noted down 

the charming days of the joint society of the pre-independence Punjab. He has 

penetratingly watched the social life, civilization, religion, financial matters, social 

classification, and politics of British Punjab and investigated each element as well as 

the rise and fall of the consolidated society. His viewpoint has an exclusive impact on 

the current literature of Punjab. 

Indu Banga's work "Agrarian System of the Sikhs: Late eighteen and early 

nineteenth century" examines the revenue framework of the Sikh state by watching new 

institutions such as Rakhi, the role of Dharmarth, and Jagirdars. It also gives 

evaluations of the income of the Sikh Empire. 

Joseph Davey Cunningham's book "A history of the Sikhs, from the origin of the 

nation to the battles of the Sutlej" encloses the happenings from the origin of Sikhism 

to the end of the first Sikh War. Similarly, Early Nineteenth Century Punjab by Ganesh 

Das is a decoded work of Persian text Chahar Bagh-i-Punjab. It is a momentous 

involvement in the reflection of the Sikh State. Khushwant Singh's "A history of the 

Sikhs" is one more effort on the Sikh nation which deals with the rise and formation of 
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the Sikh rule in Punjab from the Guru Age to the growth of the Sikh chiefs and Ranjit 

Singh's rule. 

John Jones Cole's book "A Sketch of the Siege of Mooltan" is one of the historical 

writings in Multan. It encloses the whole situation about the outbreak of the British 

during Mulraj's era who was the Governor of Multan. In this source, the author has 

pronounced all those proceedings which he detected. So, this is the first most reliable 

crucial source of this dissertation from the perspective of the second Anglo-Sikh war. 

John Dunlop has donated appreciated sections and graphic history of Multan in his book 

Mooltan During and After the Siege. In his book, he has not only designated his keen 

interpretations but also has outlined by taking twenty-one vital illustrations on the spot 

which also replicates and clears the events of the second Anglo-Sikh war. 

During the second half of the ninetieth century, some other writings have opened 

many avenues for research. Among them, the Revised Settlement Report of Multan 

District 1855-56 contained detailed genealogical trees of various generations with a full 

account of the history and constitution of the city. Similarly, some other reports, relating 

to the topic, such as Report of the Revised Settlement of Multan District of the Punjab 

1873-80, Settlement Report of Multan District 1901, and Final Settlement Report of 

Multan District 1921 have comprehensive detail. Besides this, the Assessment Report 

of Multan and Shujabad Tehsils of Multan District is a handbook on the records of 

Multan. 

Customary Law, Multan District deals with the customs based on a system of 

individual law that was the correspondent of religious law. The British wanted to 

arrange and categorize it so that it might be merged into a system of law enforced by 

the kingdom. The customary laws were expounded by the British in the late nineteenth 

century. Glossary of the Multani Language deals with the list of convenient words, 

proverbs, sayings, verses, and atlas where Multani Language is spoken. Gazetteers of 

Multan District 1883-84, 1901-02, 1903-04, and 1923-24 have also highlighted the 

history, culture, economics, geography, and politics, etc. 

Besides District Gazetteers of Multan, Statistical Table with Maps 1904 and 1913 

illustrate the statistical data along with history, physical features, religions, agriculture, 

economic situations, and ethnography, etc. F.W. Skemp's Multani Stories consisted of 

Multani and Blochi dialects for learning and listening to stories in a very easiest and 

interesting method. Every story has been written in English and Multani languages. 

Similarly, Sita Ram Kohli's Trial of Diwan Mul Raj, Iqbal Narain's Multan Roads and 
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Congested Multan, Raizada Terath Ram's Siyar-ul-Multan (Al-Maroof Multan Guide 

Book), Balkishan Bitrah's Tawarikh-e-Multan, Raj Kumar Perhalad, and Budhlah Sant 

is in booklet shape and offer a comprehensive and authoritative survey of Multan and 

its territory in the form of road, population, geography, important places with their 

address and biography of famous personalities of Multan. Similarly, Nazul Properties 

in Multan by C.V. Salusbury is also a report which provides lucid and engaging 

coverage of the key figures on measurement work in Multan. 

Syed Muhammad Aulad Ali Gilani's Muraqqa-e-Multan consisted of ancient 

history, culture, personalities, Govt. departments and officers, Government and 

religious buildings in Multan, and so on. Tawarikh Zila Multan by Rai Hukam Chand 

is also authentic historical writing on Multan which is related to the said topic. Besides 

this, Roshan Shah Yousef's Tazkirat-ul-Multan and Syed Muhammad Latif's The Early 

History of Multan belonged to the said topic. 

The memoirs, general histories of Ranjit Singh and the Sikhs, the books on 

Anglo-Sikh wars all have touched for the present work. If we put a glimpse of the 

above-mentioned works then we should have come to realize that all partially belonged 

to the said topic and have been proved very useful in fulfillment of this work. Similarly, 

an extensive number of related books, reports, articles, manuscripts, printed and 

unpublished materials have also been proved helpful. Though some different works 

have been done on the History of Multan, yet the period and area, indicated by the 

researcher, was not penned completely by any erudite. It is the need of time to do 

comprehensive work on the history of the Sikh rule in Multan. 

0.4.Objectives: 

The aims and objectives of this study are to fully concentrate on the Sikh period in 

Multan. The research work expects that, besides throwing light on the early and 

medieval history as well as the Sikh rule in Multan, it will help scholars to further 

investigate the legacy left behind. The main objectives of this research work are: 

1. To investigate the political and economic system of Multan Province. 

2. To compare the socio-economic and administrative strategies adopted by Ranjit 

Singh and other contemporary as well as a current government system. 

3. To explore the foundations on which Ranjit Singh successfully created and 

sustained a sovereign State parallel to the Great Mughals and the Afghans. 

4. To investigate the personal leadership qualities and warfare capabilities of 

Ranjit Singh. 
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5. To derive some plans and suggest strategies for economic and political 

government. 

6. To identify the Sikh legacy in an economic, cultural, social, and religious 

scenario. 

To explore the Sikh art and architecture, language, and folklore. 

0.5. Research Questions/Hypotheses: 

For the present work, there could be various hypotheses based on different theories, 

yet the researcher, for analyzing his research work, has chosen "Public Administrative 

Theory and Separation of Power". The central problem of this theory is that it is derived 

from three disparate approaches to the basic question of what public administration is. 

This theory consisted of three approaches, Political (Legislature), Legal (Judiciary), and 

Managerial (Executive). To keep the said theory in mind, the following hypotheses 

have been constituted. The Sikh Kingdom was judged in the light of these hypotheses 

so that these could be accepted or rejected. 

1. Ranjit Singh adopted multiethnic and multi-religious policies in 

bureaucratic recruitment 

2. The emerging kingdom would sink in the quicksand of regional power game 

if it merely simulated arrogant despotism. 

3. Ranjit Singh was the fulcrum of Sikh State and Community decision-

making and marked the zenith of Sikh political power but also caused the 

social and political decline. 

4. Sikh kingdom marked the antithesis of the Sikh political model. 

5. Civil and military administration caused deterioration and uncontrollable 

local governors. 

0.6. Plan of work and methodology: 

Regional history is an advanced phenomenon that has evolved by institutional 

design and demonstrated on the methodological standards. It is associated with the basic 

gratitude for the writings of the past and their weaknesses. It has its fortunate status as 

it, concerning how the writings of the past ought to be, speaks to the normative system. 

It is recognized that the methodological detachment, about the theoretical assumption, 

would not mean the historian's sincerity and transparency deployed in their 

interpretation but it also demands efficient and authentic data. 

In this work, broad primary and secondary sources such as Gazettes, yearly 

reports, and field surveys have been utilized. The historical procedure, for accumulation 
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and analysis of data, has been utilized. Varied techniques of information gathering and 

analysis have been applied and no single technique has been clung to. This research, in 

the sense of historical record, is descriptive as well as historical. The primary data has 

been chosen from the books, administrative reports, census reports, descriptive list of 

manuscripts, survey reports, State manuals, and ethnographical studies about the 

antiquated history of Multan. The travelogues and missionary literature, which were 

utilized as the sources by the colonial historians, have been reviewed too. The writings 

of pre-post-colonial periods have also been consulted as they highlight the 

methodological constraints of research. 

So, for gathering and examining materials, facilities were effectively available in 

Lahore, Multan, Vehari, Lodhran, and Bahawalpur. After the survey of these places, 

the researcher has discovered the following spots where all information was achieved 

effortlessly. 

1. Punjab Archive Lahore 

2. Fakir Khana Museum Lahore. 

3. Central Library of PU Lahore.  

4. Central Library of BZU Multan. 

5. Lange Khan Bagh Library Multan. 

6. Idara Bazme Saqafat Multan. 

7. Personal Library of Syed Zahid Hussain Gardaizi son of Qaswar Gardaizi. 

8. Central Library Bahawalpur. 

9. Central Library Baghdad-ul-Jaded Campus IUB Bahawalpur. 

10. Sardar Pur Jhandeer Library Mailsi. 

11. Library of Govt. Degree College Mailsi. 

12. Library of Govt. Degree College Kahror Pacca. 

13. Atique Fikri Academy Multan 

14. Personal library Masood Hassan Shahab Delhvi Bahawalpur 

15. Personal Library Muhammad Suhaib Khan Bahawalpur  

16. Personal Library Gulzar Ahmad Ghori Multan 

Besides this, some other personal and public libraries were visited and consulted. 
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CHAPTER NO: 1 

MULTAN AND SIKHISM IN PERSPECTIVE OF ORIGIN, 

HISTORY, AND EVOLUTION 

 Multan is a city in a fertile plain 4 miles away from the bank of the 

Chenab. In the North, its latitude is 30.8 whilst, in the East, its longitude is 71.28. It 

occupied a position of great natural asset and was encircled by walled villages as well 

as dense restraints of the forest.1 It is constructed upon a mound of substantial height 

and its bazaars are widespread. The location of the city is extremely favorable to the 

commercial and industrial inhabitants whose numbers were almost 80000.2 It is well-

known for its silks and carpets, made in imitation of Persia. The citadel is an unequal 

hexagon, built on a huge distinction, and covered by 25 feet deep and 40 feet wide ditch. 

The city is located in a high place and some signs of the trench are found around 

it. It enclosed about three square miles. It is estimably fortified through the complete 

circuit of its walls, which are stabbed by six3 gates.4 The streets were joined with a 

principal street that exited through the only one gate called the Daulat Gate. This gate 

was opposite to the East and next to the stronghold. In the direction of the South-East 

is the Delhi Gate. In the South wall are the Haram and Pak Gates. The Bohar Gate 

exists in the West and the Loohori Gate in the North. The Khizar Gate provides entrance 

to the stronghold. Outside the ramparts of the city are crowded suburbs.5 The walls were 

bordered by thirty towers and several houses. A Hindu Temple of high antiques, 

mosques, and a Khan's palace was also present. The magnificence of the fort was 

harshly spoiled by the weapons of Ranjit Singh in 1818. Rather than any other fort, the 

defense of this fort is said to be more consistent which is constructed by local 

engineers.6 

The great history of Multan displays that this blessed territory has been a 

beautiful embodiment of civilization, ideology, and art. Although it could not get any 

 
1 R.H. Haigh, Punjab Military History in the 19th Century (Lahore: Vanguard Books Ltd., 1984), 6. 
2 A Gazetteer of the World, (ed). A member of the Royal Geographical Society (London: A. Fullerton & 

Co., 1859), 5:417. 
3 There were seven gates in Multan namely, Daulat Gate, Delhi Gate, Pak Gate, Haram Gate, Bohar Gate, 

Lohari Gate and Khidr Gate. See, John Dunlop, Mooltan, During and After the Siege (London: Wm. S. 

Orr and Co., 1849), 7. 
4 Raizada Terath Ram, Sair-e-Multan (Al-Maroof Multan Guide Book) (Lahore: Arya Steam Press, 

1916), 13. 
5 John Dunlop, Mooltan, During and After the Siege (London: Wm. S. Orr and Co., 1849), 7. 
6 Ibid., 8. 
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authenticity and recognition regarding its historical evolution and civilization from any 

prominent historian, yet some historians have put up some efforts to probe into its 

historical and evaluating status and cultural stature based on assumptions, expectations, 

events, and incidents. The reason was that we have found little about the history of 

Multan before the approach of the Arabs. So, it is expected and assumed that the history 

of Multan is associated with the non-Aryans (Semitic) civilization thousands of years 

ago. This civilization developed in Indus Valley around 5000 B.C. So, keeping the 

above discussion in mind, we can divide the ancient history of Multan into the following 

phases. 

1.1.Multan before the advent of the Arabs: 

Multan is one of the ancient cities of Hindustan of pre-historic times. Its first 

originator was Raja Faur, the son of Raja Dhallu, who was the founder of Delhi. In the 

beginning, it was called Mooltaran which means antique city.7 Before the arrival of 

Islam, it was the main center of Hindu society. Alexander Cunningham exposed that it 

was a magnificent center of a highly stylish community in 800 B.C.8 He has classified 

it with the principal cities of Malli or Malloi which is imagined as Malava in Sanskrit 

texts. Dani has claimed that its old name is Malava-Sthana which means the city of the 

Malava tribe. Later on, it changed into Mulasthana.9 But Sir Alexander Burnes narrated 

that it, by its old inhabitants, was considered as Mallithan which means the residence 

of the Malli, and was occupied by Alexander the Great.10 

It also seems that, during the early period, its original name was Kassapura based 

on its creator, Kasyapa. 

Multan main tha aik jafakar Shahryar 

Raja Haran Kasyapa Sitam ejad bud Shiaar 

Khud ko Khuda smajhta than Na Fahm, Na Bakar 

Daam Khudi main Said tha daim Khudai Khwar 

Kahta tha Khas o Aam se Sijda Kro mujhy 

Maabood main Tumhara hon Puja Karo mujhy.11 

 
7 Roshan Shah Muhammad Yousef, Tazkirat-ul-Multan, tran. Muhammad Bashir Anwar Abuhari 

(Multan: Saraiki Research Center, 2004), 21. 
8 Alexander Cunningham, Archaeological Survey of India (Calcutta: Office of the Superintendent of 

Government Printing, 1875), 5:126-27. 
9 A.H. Dani, A Short History of Pakistan (Karachi: University of Karachi, 1967), 96. 
10 John Dunlop, Op.cit., 7. 
11 Diwan Aatam Aanand, Raj Kumar Perhalad (Lahore: Steam Press, 1916), 5. 
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The deposited ruins of ages, on which the stronghold stands and plentiful ruins 

dispersed around the city, supply a definite proof of its great antiquity.12 During the 

diggings in 1971, the remaining Bronze Age was found here which highlights its 

original resident and neighboring regions.13 Raja Sambadeva created the renowned 

Temple in Multan where he positioned the golden figure of the Sun god and the city 

was entitled after him. So, Multan was initially called Kasyapura, then Bhagapura and 

Sambapura, and lastly Mulasthana (the original place). The Mula means origin, root, 

and Sthana means residence.14 Herodotus and Ptolemy named it Kaspaturos and 

Kaspeira respectively. Ptolemy said that, in the mid of the second century of the 

Christian era, Kaspeira (Multan) was located at a curve of the Rhuadis (Ravi) and it 

was a chief city and its realm prolonged from Kashmir to Mathura.15 

During the period of Chuch, Hiuen Tsang, the eminent Chines pilgrim, entered 

Multan from Sindh in October 641 A.D., and he called it Mulasthanapura (city of the 

Sun-Temple). It was densely inhabited and an independent city of the Kingdom of 

Chaka (Tse-Kia) which means Taka. It is remarkable, "Taka Empire is located in the 

Punjab and not a colony of the Sindh Empire".16 Under Rai Sihras and Rai Sahsi,17 it 

was one of the four provinces of Sindh. Chuch fought a battle against the indigenous 

ruler Bhojarai, a family member of Rai Sahsi, and seized Multan. Bhojarai seemed to 

have been very dominant and sovereign.18 

Osiris, the king of Egypt, was credited as the first intruder of Multan. Accounts 

of his unforgettable campaign have been given by Herodotus, Siculus, Diodorus, and 

Strabo who toured Egypt and collected evidence from the Plutarch and the priests. 

Sesostris, king of Egypt, captured India in the 18th century B.C. He also occupied 

Multan and employed a governor who had to pay him tribute yearly.19 Another assertion 

is that it was under the influence of Afrasiab and Darius-I, Persian Kings, but we do not 

have found any detail about it. 

 
12 The New Encyclopedia Britannica. “Multan” (London: William Benton Publisher, 1974), 94. 
13 Muhammad Rafique Mughal, Early Harappan Culture from Jalilpur. Archaeology. Vol. 27, No.2, 

April, 1974. 
14 Alexander Cunningham, Op.cit., 5:198. 
15 Syed Muhammad Latif, The Early History of Multan (Lahore: People’s Publishing House, 1963), 3. 
16 Samuel Beal, Chinese Accounts of India (Calcutta: Susil Gupta Publication, 1958), 4:463. 
17 Rai Sahsi was the son and successor of Rai Sihras. 
18 Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, From the Early Period to 1849 A.D. (Lahore: 

Vanguard Books Pvt. Ltd., 1991), 4. 
19 Sheikh Ikram-ul-Haq, Arz-e-Multan (Multan: Bazm-e-Saqafat, 2011), 36. 
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In 326 B.C., Alexander the Great of Macedonia invaded India. Having occupied the 

State of Umbi20 and defeated Porous at Jhelum, he arrived at Mallies (Mallois) in 

February 325 B.C.21 The citadel of Tulamba was captured easily but the Mallies put up 

a daring confrontation at Atari.22 After brutal combat, which continued for many days, 

the fortress was also seized. Later on, he moved toward Multan which was occupied by 

the Mallies. During the blockade of Multan, they demonstrated great confrontation. It 

is also said that Alexander was injured in Multan yet it triumphed.23 It is also said that 

the assaults of Alexander and Darius had been failed. The Persian subjugation had 

exposed the Indus provinces and set up a connection between Multan and the people of 

the Levant.24 

In 304 B.C, Chandragupta Moorea seized Multan and affiliated it with the Greek. 

For the first time, it became a chunk of the Indian Domain. He was a brave soldier and 

a talented administrator. Under the Moorean regime, Commerce and Agriculture 

flourished in Multan. During the supremacy of Ashoka, Buddhism spread in Multan 

however in 125 A.D, it again became a part of the Indian Empire under Kanishka who 

was a member of the Keshawn family.25 Then White Huns invaded Multan and misused 

the rural areas for about seventy-four years from 470 to 544 A.D. In 544 the skirmish, 

in which the White Huns were beaten by Vikramaditya, a Hindu King, was fought in 

the region of Kahror near Multan.26 

Proofs reveal that Harsha, a great Hindu Emperor, governed Multan from 606 to 

647. But, after his death, it fell and several tribal chiefs declared themselves 

autonomous. At that time, Multan became the capital city of an imperative province of 

Sindh. Before the arrival of the Muslims, it, with a multicultural society, was a 

metropolitan civilization with a well-furnished business and profession. It had a very 

good structure for the drainage system. People had built a wall around the city and 

excavated a ditch for their protection. The principal food of the people was wheat flour 

bread. The meat was also consumed but, after the spread of Buddhism, they turned into 

a vegetarian. For drinking water, there were many wells on each road crossing. There 

 
20 At that time, capital city of Umbi was Taxela. 
21 Imperial Gazetteer of India, Provincial Series Punjab (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1908), 1:24. 
22 It located at Tulamba-Kabir Wala Road. 
23 Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, Op.cit., 4-5. 
24 R.C. Majumdar, An Advanced History of India (London: Macmillan & Co., 1961), 68. 
25 Sheikh Ikram-ul-Haq, Op.cit., 43. 
26 Muhammad Yusuf, A Brief History of Multan (Lahore: People’s Publishing House, 1971), 8. 



 

20 
 

were no class system and people were alike in all compliments. It was the center of 

Indus Valley yet it, due to the repeated warfare, was steadily demolished. 

1.2. Multan and the Arabs: 

 Multan, the first time in 634, was visited by the Muslims during the caliphate 

of Abu Baker (R.A) when Mohalib arrived at the capital of the Malli but he went back 

with many hostages of war.27 When the Arabs entered the Indus Valley, the region was 

reigned by Chuch who took the power on the death of Sahsi Rai.28 Having apprehended 

Alor, the capital of the Rai family, Chuch marched towards the province of Multan and 

defeated the son of Bhojarai. After the death of Chuch in 671, his brother Chandra 

became the ruler who was a passionate supporter of the Buddhist belief. But in 679, he 

was succeeded by his nephew Dahir.29 

 During the reign of Caliph Waleed-I, Hajjaj bin Yusuf was in charge of the 

Eastern Provinces. In those days Muhammad bin Qasim was the military commander 

30 of Fars. He was twenty-two years old in 711 when he was sent to Sind to restitute an 

Arab boat that had been apprehended at the entrance of the Indus by Raja Dahir.31 The 

Hindu Raja collected a daunting force, but Muhammad bin Qasim captured Somnath, 

the renowned and sacred temple. After a violent and long fight, which continued for 

seven days, he captured Sind and Multan in 712, and thus a huge treasure came into the 

hands of the Muslims. He also discovered a large quantity of treasure from the temple 

of the Sun god. Many notable officials of the Muslim army sacrificed their lives.32 

 After the subjugation of Multan, Muhammad bin Qasim was recalled by the 

Caliph Sulaiman, and Yazid bin Abi Kabshah was employed as governor of Multan. 

After his early demise, Habib bin Mohalib became governor but, after the decease of 

the Caliph, he was discharged and Umar bin Muslim Bhili was appointed the governor 

of Multan by the Caliph Umar bin Abdul Aziz. After that, Junaid bin Abdul Rahman 

was elected as governor of Multan who fought several combats against the neighboring 

Hindu rulers.33 

 
27 M. Hanif Raza, Multan Past and Present (Islamabad: Colorpix, 1988), 30. 
28 Muhammad Yusuf, Op.cit., 8. 
29 Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, Op.cit., 6. 
30 He was the governor of Fars. See, Dr. Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, Op.cit., 

10. 
31 Ibid., 10. 
32 M. Hanif Raza, Op.cit., 30. 
33 Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, Op.cit., 15. 
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 By the end of the ninth century, Multan was a part of independent Baghdad. 

During this era, it saw an Arab rule which attracted the native people. In 915, the Osama 

family ruled over Multan and it was one of the sturdiest borders of the Muslims. These 

new monarchs treated the indigenous people (non-Muslims) equally.34 They provided 

a chance to the Hindus to get closer to the Arabs and the Arab rulers did not attempt to 

modify the customary laws of the Hindus. They did not alter the taxes and revenue setup 

and just charged minimal tax, Jazia, to the non-Muslim.35 

 During the sovereignty of the Abbasid Caliphate, the fruit of Multani and Sindhi 

education were passed on to the Arabs and then onwards to the sophisticated world. 

Multan, due to its physical situation, played a significant role in the religious and 

political history of the region.36 During this era, the Kharijites, the Ismailis, and the 

Elvis presented their particular movements and started winning over the kindness of the 

indigenous Muslims, which eventually caused the disobedience of the Baghdad 

authority. A time came when Multan became autonomous and broke all relations with 

Baghdad. During this period the Elvis reigned Multan but the facts are not accessible. 

In the same way, the Samma tribe succeeded in founding its rule in Multan but, 

amazingly, all the Arab historians did not provide any detail of the initial rulers of 

Multan. The Kharijites, the Ismailis, the Elvis, and the Karamathians came here and set 

up their hereditary rule.37 

 A war was fought in 771 between Hisham bin Umar Taghlibi, the Governor of 

Multan, and the ruler of Sind in which Hisham succeeded. But the conflict continued 

and finally, the ruler of Multan succeeded in beating the Sindh armed forces in 792. It 

may be described that Multan never admitted the suzerainty of Mansura (Sindh). During 

the Arab rule, it was a miscellaneous society of various sects with the Orthodox Sunnis 

and non-Muslims (Buddhists and the Hindus).38 The Karamathians thrived in achieving 

political power in Multan by the end of the tenth century. The political power was seized 

by the Karamathians chieftain and Jaalam bin Shaaban had devastated the temple of the 

Sun-God as well as the old Jamea Masjid built by Muhammad bin Qasim, and built a 

new mosque. They read the Khotba in the name of Fatimid Caliph and festivities were 

 
34 Syed Muhammad Latif, The Early History of Multan, Op.cit., 9-10. 
35 Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, Op.cit., 11. 
36 S.M. Ikram, History of Muslim Civilization in India and Pakistan (Lahore: Institute of Islamic Culture, 

1961), 18. 
37 Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, Op.cit., 13-14. 
38 Mehr Abd-ul-Haq, Multan Kay Badshah, Namwar Governor Aur Hamlah Aawar (Multan: Beacon 

Books, 1994), 46. 
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made on the idol of the Sun god and even its head was referred to the Fatimid Court.39 

The Traditional Sunni Muslims did not admit these novelties in religious matters which 

encouraged them to call Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni to attack Multan so that their heretic 

actions could be stopped. On hearing the news of his coming in 1004, the Karamathians 

ruler, Abdul Fateh Daud bin Nasr, agreed to pay him homage and annual tribute. He 

also asserted not to follow the Karamathians or Ismailis sect.40 

One thing is very obvious from the existing record that the non-Muslims were 

contented with the defiance of the Muslims as they were leading a wealthy life.41 It can 

be safely retained that Daibal, Mansura, Multan, and Alor were the seats where the 

Arabic language and Islamic education were actively cultivated.42 The Arabic-Persian 

civilization had been fully used as a suitable source of poetry. Later on, the Ghaznavids 

launched it in Lahore and after that, it was carried forward by the Ghurids and the 

succeeding empires to the new capital Delhi. Gradually it was extended to other 

provincial areas like Multan, Ajmer, and Ouch.43 

1.3. Multan under Yamani Dynasty 1000-1206 (The Ghaznavids and the Ghurids): 

Multan always remained a focus of religious activities. During the Hindu era, 

the Perhalad and the Sun god temples were the places of worship where people from 

different parts of the subcontinent used to visit for pilgrimage. It never missed its socio-

political and religious significance. It retained its customs during the Muslim period, 

but the political situation of Punjab on the eve of the Turkish assault was not good, as 

India was divided into several small federations. In the tenth century, an empire of 

Hindu Princes, with their capital of Waihind, governed Lamghan to Sarhind and from 

Kashmir to the frontier of the Kingdom of Multan.44 Abdul Fateh Daud had 

acknowledged his loyalty to Sobuktagin. Getting discontented with him, Mahmud 

invaded partially because Daud was the ally of Shiaism and also opposed Mahmud's 

army to pass through his land.45 Mahmud marched to Multan through Bathinda and 

 
39 Ibid., 50. 
40 Ahmad Nabi Khan, Multan: History and Architecture (Islamabad: Institute of Islamic History, Culture 

and Civilization, 1983), 38. 
41 Ashiq Muhammad Khan Durrani, History of Multan, Op.cit., 14-15. 
42 S.M. Yusuf, Studies in Islamic History and Culture (Lahore: Institute of Islamic Culture, 1970), 220-

21. 
43 Ibid., 222-23. 
44 Bakhshish Singh Nijjar, Panjab under the Sultans, 1000-1526 (Lahore: Book Traders, 1979), 11. 
45 Ibid., 16. 
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reached there without facing any obstruction. He overwhelmed the city for seven days 

and compelled the protectors to surrender. 

Later on, Daud was permitted to rule over the kingdom on assurance to pay a 

yearly tribute of twenty thousand Dirhams and to follow the doctrines of Islam.46 But 

after a few years of Mahmud's retreat, he again revolted against him. Sultan Mahmud 

attacked Multan again in 1010 A.D. and, after beating the Karamathians army, he 

succeeded in subjugating the city. He killed them cruelly and arrested Daud and took 

him to Ghazni where he was imprisoned in the citadel of Ghurak.47 Thus Multan came 

under the command of the Ghaznavids. Their representatives governed here till the 

decay of the Ghaznavid Kingdom. Most historians have kept quiet on the period of 

almost 150 years after the death of Mahmud. They have not provided any detail about 

this era and considered this period as the reign of Karamathians or Ismailis. But it is not 

true because, during this period, Multan was under the reign of Sumras as they were 

only dominant in the locality of Multan.48 Perhaps the Sumra rule originated even 

before Mahmud's demise. It has been perceived that Mahmud, on his return from 

Somnath in 1025, employed a Muhammadan chief at Mansura who was permitted to 

improve the colonies from which he had been ejected. Ibn Sumar, the ruler of Multan 

in 1032, belongs to a Sumra tribe.49 

During the last phase of Ghaznavids, the Karamathians once again gathered and 

revolted against the Ghaznavid ruler of Multan and succeeded in launching their rule 

which continued for a century. But in 1173, Muiz-ud-Din Muhammad bin Sam (Shihab-

ud-Din) decided to take disciplinary action against the Karamathian ruler of Multan. In 

1176, he attacked Ouch and Multan and fruitfully overwhelmed the Karamathian ruler. 

He selected Ali Kirmani as the Governor of Multan who effectively reigned here till 

1186. After him, Amir Dad Hasan was made the Governor of Multan who, during his 

18 years of rule, successfully sustained law and order and crumpled the Karamathians. 

His rule came to an end when he was deceitfully killed by Qutb-ud-Din Aibak in 1204 

in the citadel of Multan. He presented a fake document to the people in favor of his 

deed and assumed control of the governorship.50 On hearing this news, Sultan Shihab-
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ud-Din Ghauri quietly advanced towards the Punjab where he was murdered in March 

1206. Thus, the Yamani dynasty was ended and a new era was started which is known 

as the Sultanate period. 

1.4. Multan and Salatins: 

 After the death of Shihab-ud-Din Ghauri, his massive Empire was divided into 

his reliable slaves. Taj-ud-Din Yaldoz became the monarch of Ghazni, Aibak declared 

himself the Sultan of Hindustan, and Nasir-ud-Din Qabacha affirmed himself as an 

autonomous ruler of Ouch and Multan.51 Qabacha was a man of pronounced abilities. 

After the demise of Qutb-ud-Din Aibak in 1210 A.D., he challenged the power of Sultan 

Shams-ud-Din Altutmish. On the description of his geopolitical condition, Multan saw 

many disturbances. The first Mongol multitude under the supervision of Turbei 

Toqishin looked before Multan in 1224. Mongols encircled the city and citadel but they 

could not tolerate the blazing heat of Multan and had to raise the blockade.52 

After that, Shams-ud-Din ordered his governor of Lahore to proceed towards 

Multan while he marched towards Ouch. Multan was taken and Ouch was 

overwhelmed. The siege of Ouch was continued for three months and captured on May 

5, 1228. After the loss of Ouch and Multan, Qabacha ran away to Bhakkar and fortified 

himself. Sultan ordered his Wazir Nizam-ul-Mulk to apprehend Bhakkar. A war was 

battled near the citadel in which Qabacha was beaten and the citadel was seized. He 

fled by boat but drowned in the river on May 30, 1228. As a result of his demise, Multan 

also vanished its autonomous identity.53 During Qabacha's rule, Multan developed a lot 

and enjoyed numerous literary and socio-political activities. It appealed to a large 

number of people who gathered here in search of religious learning started by Hazrat 

Baha-ud-Din Zakariya. He supported literary people and thus various intellectuals were 

attracted to his court. 

After the demise of Nasir-ud-Din, Multan was made a province of Delhi 

Sultanate in 1228, whilst Sindh was handed over to the Sumra family on a fixed yearly 

tribute. But the significance of Multan stayed the same due to its geographical 

condition. Sultan Altutmish selected Izz-ud-Din Kabir as its governor who performed 

this duty after Sultan's death. He also participated in intrigue against Rukan-ud-Din 
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Feroz Shah. As a result, he was shifted to Lahore by Razia Sultana in 1239, and Malik 

Ikhtiar-ud-Din Qaraqash was appointed as governor of Multan.54 After a short period, 

Kabir was once again appointed the governor of Multan. He governed autonomously 

during the troubled period. After his demise in 1241, his son Taj-ud-Din was assigned 

the governorship of Multan and Ouch. It is noteworthy that after the death of Altutmish, 

Multan was reigned by ten governors till 1270. During the reign of Sultan Ala-ud-Din 

Masood Shah in 1245, the Mongols appeared in Ouch, so Sultan rushed towards Ouch 

and the Mongols retreated. Sultan appointed Malik Izzat-ud-Din Balban Kashlu to help 

Hasan Qarlugh, the governor of Multan, and look after the matters of Multan. In 1246, 

Mongols again decided to besiege Multan. This siege was continued for numerous days 

but, after getting ten thousand dinars, they went back.55 

After the death of Sultan Ala-ud-Din Masood, Nasir-ud-Din Mahmud became 

the ruler of Hindustan. During his reign, he had to face several assaults from the 

Mongols. He appointed Balban as Naib-ul-Sultanate and he was married to his daughter 

in 1249. Sher Khan, Balban's cousin, was delegated with the government of Iqtas of 

Multan, Sarhind, Bathinda, Lahore, and some other territories. Before he took over the 

control of Multan, Kashlu Khan was busy in a war against Hasan Qarlugh. When 

Multan was overwhelmed by Hasan, Balban's contingent made a ring and fell on the 

center of Hasan's armed forces and executed him.56 After the conquest of Multan, Sher 

Khan gave it under his Naib Malik Ikhtiar-ud-Din Kurez. In 1250, Sher Khan also took 

Ouch from Kashlu Khan. Finally, Iqtas of Multan, Ouch, and Lahore were seized and 

remained under Sher Khan. In 1251, Balban was removed from the post of Naib-ul-

Sultanate, which caused the dismissal of Sher Khan from the Iqtas of Ouch, Multan, 

and Lahore, and Arsalan Khan was appointed the governor of Ouch and Multan. On 

hearing this news, Kashlu Khan proclaimed his sovereignty at Multan and became the 

Mongol vassal. This situation led to Balban's proceed towards Multan. After beating 

Kashlu Khan and the Mongols, he succeeded in sustaining the law-and-order situation 

in the region.57 Balban protected not only the benefits of the Delhi Kingdom but also 
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felt the significance of the Northern Provinces and Multan due to geopolitical 

conditions. 

After the demise of Nasir-ud-Din Mahmud in 1266, Ghiyas-ud-Din Balban 

became the sovereign ruler of Delhi. He appointed Sher Khan as governor of Northern 

Provinces, including Multan. But after the death of Sher Khan, Prince Mohammad was 

given these territories in 1271 who settled permanently in Multan.58 Under him, Multan 

once again enjoyed peace and prosperity. In 1285, the Mongols assaulted Multan but 

Prince defeated them near Dipalpur whilst, during this war, he was killed on March 09, 

1285. It was a great shock to Balban, yet he appointed Mahmud's son Kai Khusro as 

the governor of Multan. He could not survive for a long time because Balban died in 

1287, and Kaiqbad became the Sultan of Delhi. He decided to get rid of Kai Khusro so, 

by a conspiracy, he was killed near Rohtak. Kaiqbad also could not survive long and 

died by drowning in the River Jumna in 1290. Thus, the Turkish Kingdom came to be 

an end.59 

Jalal-ud-Din Feroz Shah Khilji sat at the throne in June 1290. He nominated 

Arkali, his second son, the governor of Multan, Ouch, and Lahore. In 1296, the rise of 

Ala-ud-Din Khilji changed the whole situation. He instructed his commanders, Zafar 

Khan and Ulugh Khan, to defeat Arkali and captured Multan. They killed him and Zafar 

Khan was appointed as the governor of Multan. Later on, the Sultan became jealous of 

his popularity and transferred him to Lakhnoti. In the meantime, the Mongols again 

marched towards Delhi, yet Zafar Khan defended courageously and pushed them back. 

During this combat, he died in 1300. The Sultan appointed Siyar Alf Khan who ruled 

over Multan with the assistance of his deputy Taj-ud-Din.60 

In 1304, the Mongols again tried to take Multan. This time, Sultan, with the 

instruction of utilizing all available sources at Dipalpur and Multan, sent Ghazi Malik 

against them who inflicted a crushing defeat to the Mongols. In 1305, he was appointed 

the governor of Dipalpur and Multan by the Sultan. During his governorship, he made 

the highway safe, constructed forts, and made necessary arrangements for the welfare 

of the subjects.61 He built a magnificent tomb of Rukan-ud-Din which reminds us of 

his interest in the field of architecture. After the death of Ala-ud-Din Khilji, he, being 
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the Warden of frontier provinces, including Multan, Dipalpur, Ouch, and Sind, had 

become a powerful commander and then ascended the throne of Delhi. At that time, 

Amir Mughalti62 was the governor of Multan. Ghazi Malik killed him because he 

refused to help him. He made Kashlu Khan the governor of Ouch, Multan, and Sind 

who enjoyed this post for several years.63 

After the fall of the Khilji dynasty, Sultan Mohammad Toghlaq became the ruler 

of Delhi and he attempted to shift the capital from Delhi to Daulatabad. In 1327, he 

instructed all his governors to transfer their families to Daulatabad but Kashlu Khan 

refused to do so. In 1329, a battle was fought between the armies of the Sultan and 

Kashlu Khan in which Kashlu Khan was defeated and killed, and then his head was 

hanged on the main entrance gate of Multan.64 After his murder, Qawam-ul-Mulk was 

appointed the governor who remained at this post till 1341. After him, he was replaced 

by Fakhar-ud-Din Bahzad and then Imad-ul-Mulk Sirtez for a brief period. Later on, 

Ain-ul-Mulk, during the regime of Feroz Toghlaq, was made the governor of Multan 

who enjoyed this post till his death in 1355. In 1356, Tatar Khan was nominated as the 

governor of Multan who sustained the governorship of Multan till 1376.65 After his 

death, Feroz Toghlaq appointed Nasir-ul-Mulk with the title of Malik-ul-Shark Mardan 

Daulat who worked as governor of Multan till his death in 1376. After him, his son 

Malik Sheikh and then his adopted son Sulaiman were given the governorship of 

Multan. But after the death of Feroz Toghlaq in 1388, Khizar Khan, the son of 

Sulaiman, was nominated governor in 1389. After Feroz's demise in 1838, the Kingdom 

collapsed due to the conspiracy of Zafar Khan Lodhi and his sons, Sarung Khan, and 

Iqbal Khan. In 1394, Sarung Khan became the governor of Dipalpur which irritated 

Khizar Khan. After that, Sarung Khan occupied Lahore, and then in 1395, he attacked 

Khizar Khan and seized Ouch and Multan.66 Khizar Khan joined the service of Amir 

Timur who ordered Khizar Khan to invade Hindustan. He also sent Pir Muhammad 

Khan to invade Ouch and Multan where Sarung resisted him but, after the siege of six 

months, both territories were captured. Amir Timur appointed Khizar Khan as the 

governor of Lahore, Multan, and Dipalpur.67 Being a Viceroy of Timur, he defeated 
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Iqbal Khan and proclaimed himself as the Sultan of Delhi in 1414 and thus founded the 

Sayad Dynasty which existed till 1451.68 

Khizar Khan elected Muiz-ud-Din, his son, as the governor of Multan. It is also 

said that he, instead of Muiz-ud-Din, appointed Malik Sulaiman's adopted son Abdul 

Rahim who ruled over Multan till his death in 1423.69 After the death of Khizar Khan 

in 1421, Mubarak Shah became the ruler of Hindustan. During his rule, Sheikh Ali of 

Kabul invaded Multan in June 1430. So, the sultan rushed to Multan and appointed 

Malik-al-Shark Malik Mahmud Hasan as governor of Multan, Siwistan, and Bhakkar. 

He fortified the fort of Multan and strengthened its defense. During the four years of 

his governorship, he succeeded in maintaining peace and prosperity.70 In 1434, 

Mahmud Hasan was replaced with Malik-al-Shark Nadirah. In 1434, Mubarak Shah 

died and Muhammad Shah, the new ruler, appointed Khan Khanan as governor of 

Multan. It was that period when Urdu and Saraiki developed gradually. It is noteworthy 

that Bahlol Lodhi was born in Multan and became the governor of Multan in 1438.71 

During his rule, Budhan Shah, a Langah Chief, proceeded towards Ouch and then 

invaded Multan. He also captured Multan by discharging Khan Khanan. He remained 

an autonomous ruler of Multan till 1445. In 1445, tired of anarchy and insecurity, 

inherent in ever-changing, the people of Multan elected Sheikh Yousef Qureshi as 

governor of Multan. After the death of Muhammad Shah, Ala-ud-Din Aalam Shah 

ascended the throne of Delhi in 1445 who sustained Sheikh Yousef as governor of 

Multan.72 Aalam Shah remained the ruler till 1451, and after his death, the Syed dynasty 

came to be an end. 

1.5. Multan in the reign of Langahs: 

Langahs are usually known as Pathans whereas some historians opine that they are 

Baloch. Their origin is not known but it is obvious from the historical record that they 

migrated from Sivi 73 to Multan. They were adequately rich and colonized in different 

areas in Pakistan.74 They settled not only in Punjab but also in Baluchistan and Sind. 

Rai Sahra was a very determined person who, during the rule of Sheikh Yousef, visited 

Multan. He, keeping this view in his mind to enter the fort, married his daughter with 
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Sheikh Yousef Chishti.75 He planned to seize the political authority and, at last, he 

treacherously succeeded to capture the powers and proclaimed himself the ruler of 

Multan. He ordered that his name was called in Khotba. Realizing the current scenario, 

Sheikh Yousef went to Delhi and met Sultan Bahlol Lodhi who not only respected him 

but also promised his help. Rai Sahra ruled over Multan and Ouch for sixteen years. He 

was the originator of the Langah Empire which reigned over a vast territory for eighty 

years and River Ravi was the margin line between the Langah and Delhi Dynasty.76 He 

expanded his dynasty from Jhang, Shorkot, Mian Wali, Leiah, Bhakkar, Muzaffargarh, 

Jampur, Kot Sultan, Dera Ghazi Khan, and Dera Ismail Khan to Obaro in Sindh. His 

realm also spread to Jasalmeer in the East and Dhinkot in the North.77 

Rai Sahra died in 1469, and his son Sultan Husain Mahmoud Langah was appointed 

as his successor. He organized the government mechanism and presented a large 

number of administrative reforms. He dug numerous new canals and distributed land 

amongst the subjects. He provided all possible facilities to the masses and thus Multan 

became a principal caravan route between Qandahar and Hindustan. He captured 

Shorkot, Dhinkot, Chaniot, and Kahror.78 He died on August 29, 1502, and after him, 

the Langahs did not produce a ruler of his competence. He populated several Baloch 

tribes from Makran, Kitch, Sind, and Baluchistan to Multan and granted them 

agricultural land in various areas of Multan.79 These tribes played a significant role in 

the political history of Multan. During his old age, he nominated his son Feroz Khan 

who, on account of his short temper, quarreled whit his Wazir Imad-ul-Mulk and killed 

his son Bilal. These circumstances compelled the old Sultan to assume the charge once 

again. But after his death, Mahmud Langah, his grandson, became the ruler of Multan 

in 1502. He indulged in the company of low people and Jam Bayazid, his minister, tried 

to prevent him but all in vain.80 So, he left Mahmud and shifted to Shorkot. 

After that, some persons insulted Aalam Khan, the son of Bayazid, in the company 

of the Sultan. Aalam Khan told all the situation to his father who decided to discharge 

Shorkot. Sultan sent his army to Shorkot which was beaten badly and Bayazid 
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proclaimed himself as an autonomous ruler of Shorkot.81 Seeing this, Shah Hussain 

Argon, the ruler of Thathha, marched to Multan in 1524 and captured Ouch. When he 

reached near Multan, Sultan Mahmud sent a delegation under the headship of Hazrat 

Sheikh Baha-ud-Din Qureshi. But during these negotiations, Mahmud was found dead 

in his camp.82 The nobles installed Bakhsho Khan Langah, the infant son of Mahmud, 

to the throne who was the last ruler of the Langah family in Multan. His regime was 

limited to Ouch, Shujabad, and Lodhran.83 The bad situation of Multan encouraged 

Argon to invade Multan in 1525. The siege continued for fifteen months and, due to a 

shortage of food, it became acute. Argon army succeeded to break the fortification of 

the citadel and thus city fell in 1526 and Langahs Dynasty came to be an end. Sultan 

and his all Wazir and the nobles were detained and killed. Some Langahs migrated from 

Baluchistan to Shujabad and Kahror Pacca. Sultan Argon stayed in Multan for two 

months and, before leaving for Thathha, he appointed Khawaja Shams-ud-Din as 

governor of Multan and Lashkar Khan was made his Naib. Under the sway of Argon, 

Multan was reduced to an insignificant position till it was captured by the Mughals and 

thus it became the largest province of the Mughal Empire.84 

1.6. Multan under the Mughals: 

Zahir-ud-Din Mohammad Babur, the originator of the Mughal Dynasty, was a 

Barlas Turk. On April 21, 1526, he defeated Ibrahim Lodhi in the battle of Panipat. 

Starting from Punjab, he succeeded to establish his sovereignty in U.P., North Bihar, 

and Mewar. After that, he included Multan in his Kingdom and Lashkar Khan admitted 

his lordship.85 During his life, his son Mirza Askari remained the governor of Multan. 

Askari never visited Multan and Lashkar Khan enjoyed governorship as usual. In 1529, 

Babur made Kamran the governor of Multan, and Lashkar Khan acted as his Naib. After 

the death of Babur, Humayun ascended the throne, and Kamran was given the 

governorship of Multan and Hisar Feroza.86 During the assaults of Sher Shah Suri, all 

the facilities were provided to Humayun by the people of Multan in escaping to Persia. 

Sher Shah Suri employed Khawas Khan as the governor of Multan and Punjab. But he, 
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very soon, was replaced by Habib Khan who successfully established law and order 

and thus Multan became a part of the Suri Dynasty in 1541. After settling the affairs of 

Multan, Habib Khan, leaving Fateh Jung Khan as his Naib in Multan, went to Lahore.87 

Fateh introduced numerous reforms in Multan. He, under the instruction of Sher Shah, 

built three beautiful brick mosques and many Sarai. He remained governor till 1555 

but, when Humayun again entered Lahore, he was replaced by Abul Maali.88 

After the death of Humayun in 1555, Jalal-ud-Din Akbar appointed Khizar 

Khan as the governor of Multan and Dipalpur.89 In 1557 Bahadur Khan, whose real 

name was Saeed, was dispatched to Multan to manage its matters. In 1558, he was sent 

to Malwa on a military campaign and Quli Barlas was instructed to administer Multan 

yet, in 1559, Multan was given under the governorship of Mohammad Qasim Khan 

Neshapuri. Again in 1562, Quli Khan was made the governor of Multan.90 In 1570, it 

was given to Saeed Khan Chughata. At that time, it had three Sarkars namely Bhakkar, 

Multan, and Dipalpur. The whole province consisted of Ajudhan (Pakpatan), Dipalpur, 

Dhinkot, Shorkot, Kot Kahror, Chaniot, Sita Pur, Rangpur, Bhakkar, Dera Ghazi Khan, 

and Sind.91 In 1575, Saeed Khan was replaced by Syed Hamid Bukhari whilst he was 

made the governor of Punjab. After that in 1585, Sadiq Khan was appointed the 

governor of Multan whilst Khawaja Abdus Samad was made Diwan of Multan. During 

his four years of governorships, he crushed the revolt of Bhakkar in 1586. But in 1589, 

he was replaced by Muhib Ali Khan, and the same year, he was also replaced by Akbar's 

trusted Mansabdar, Bhagwan Das.92 After one and a half years, he was replaced by 

Abdul Rahim Khan-e-Khanan. During his regime, Siwistan was made a part of 

Multan.93 In 1593, Mirza Muzaffar Hussain Safvi, the governor of Qandahar, was 

appointed governor in Multan but the same year, he was transferred to Chaniot, and 

Khan-e-Khanan was again appointed as governor. He nominated his son Mirza 

Abdullah as his Naib but, due to his misbehave, the people protested against him. As a 
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result, in 1602, Saeed Khan was nominated the governor who enjoyed this post till the 

demise of Akbar in 1605.94 

On October 24, 1605, Jahangir ascended the throne and he sent Mirza Ghazi 

Beg to suppress the revolt of Qazalbash nobles. On December 29, 1607, the emperor 

granted him a Jagir in Multan but after a few years, he appointed Tash Beg Mughal the 

governor of Multan. He stayed in Multan for two years and then was replaced by Wali 

Beg Uzbek in 1610. From 1611 to 1616, Abdul Nabi Uzbek and Nizam-ud-Din Khan 

were appointed governors respectively. In 1617, Baqir Khan was given the 

governorship of Multan who showed interest in literary activities and patronized the 

scholars.95 In 1620, he was called to the royal court and Khan Jahan Lodhi was given 

the charge of Multan. Baqir Khan remained de facto ruler of Multan but in 1622, he 

was also recalled. Evidence reveals that Multan also remained under the governorship 

of Asif Khan Yamin-ud-Doula and Mir Abul Baqi. Emperor Jahangir died in October 

1627 and Prince Khurram (Shah Jahan) succeeded to the throne. In 1629, Abul Baqi 

was replaced by Ahmad Beg Khan who worked as Deputy of Asif Khan which, later 

on, was replaced by Nijabat Khan.96 On June 19, 1632, he was replaced by Qalij Khan 

who took over the charge of Qandahar, and Yousef Khan Tashqandi was promoted as 

governor of Multan whilst Rasheed Khan worked as a Diwan in 1638. 

On August 27, 1642, Prince Murad Bukhsh was appointed as Subedar of Multan 

and awarded him the Mansab of 12000 Zat and 9000 Sawar in June 1645.97 In 1646, 

Saeed Khan Bahadur Zafar Jung was appointed as Mansabdar whilst Ali Masjid Khan 

was nominated as Governor of Multan in 1647. In 1648, Aurangzeb succeeded in the 

campaign of Central Asia and thus he was nominated as governor of Multan where he 

lived for four years. All the chiefs and subordinate officials of various tribes came to 

Multan except Ismail Hut who was faithful to Dara Shikoh. Aurangzeb, under the 

command of Assad Khan, sent his army against Ismail Hut who was beaten badly.98 As 

Aurangzeb was Subedar of a huge area, he handed over the management of Thathha to 

Mughal Khan. But in August 1652, he was shifted from Multan to Deccan and Prince 
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Dara Shikoh was given the charge of Multan. He, during his stay in Multan, patronized 

the Ulama and thus his religious character stimulated religious activities.99 

In 1652, Dara Shikoh was appointed the governor of Multan because he had 

assured the conquest of Qandahar in 1651. For that purpose, the provinces of Multan 

and Kabul had been given to him. He spent three months and some days here to arrange 

the armies for Qandahar. Dara Shikoh nominated Syed Musa Gilani as his Naib in July 

1652 who managed the matters of Multan with the help of Diwan because Dara never 

lived in Multan.100 After winning Qandahar, Dara came to know that Aurangzeb was 

drawing nearer and nearer and upsetting his officers. To take his family and 8000 

horsemen, he went to Lahore and then forwarded towards Multan. This created a great 

misperception in Lahore. He met with a very depressing experience when his officer, 

Rumi Khan, detained him and ordered him to march to Multan.101 In 1658, Aurangzeb 

also reached Multan and he replaced Musa Khan with Lashkar Khan who reigned for 

two and a half years. Later on, he was dismissed and Tarbiat Khan was made the 

governor who enjoyed this post till 1663. In 1665, Saif Khan was nominated as the 

governor of Multan but he was replaced by Tahir Khan in 1667. After one year, he was 

also dismissed, and again Lashkar Khan was made the governor. But after two years, 

he was recalled to the royal court and Mir Kul was assigned the task of governorship.102 

On February 29, 1676, Muhammad Azam, son of Aurangzeb, was appointed as 

Subedar of Multan. He patronized the scholarly persons and Multan enjoyed peace and 

prosperity. But in 1678 Muhammad Akbar, his younger brother, was nominated as 

governor and Abdul Rahim acted as his Naib, yet, in 1679, Izzat Khan was appointed 

his deputy. After him, Nawab Baqir Khan was made the governor in 1681 who ruled 

over for more than ten years. He was a very shrewd person so, in 1695, Muiz-ud-Din, 

grandson of Aurangzeb, was made Subedar and Muhammad Kazim was nominated the 

Diwan of Multan.103 Muiz-ud-Din was instructed to retain amicable relations with the 

Afghans of Multan. It is noteworthy that the Pathans of North-Western Frontier have 

never been a continuous source of frustration to the government but due to misconduct 

and misbehave of Kazim, he was replaced by Murshid Quli Khan in 1697. During this 

period, some Baloch tribes revolted and created disturbances but Muiz-ud-Din beat 
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these tribes. He ruled over Multan till 1707. After the death of Aurangzeb, he was 

recalled to Delhi so, he left his Naib Kazim in Multan and then never came back. 

Muhammad Kazim worked here till 1709, yet he was replaced by Hussain Khan who 

almost enjoyed this post for five years.104 But in 1713, Abdullah Khan, which was 

known as Qutab-ul-Mulk, was made the governor with Sher Afghan Khan as his Naib. 

At that time, Farrukh Siyar was the ruler who, by appointing Syed Hasan Ali as his 

Wazir, committed a blunder that had thrown the state into anarchy.105 So, the next 

thirteen years were very critical in the history of the Mughal regime because the peace 

of the Kingdom, due to the war for the throne of Delhi, had been ruined. During this 

period, very little information has been observed, yet it is said that Ali Murad Khan, 

Muhammad Amin Khan, Sher Afghan, Syed Hasan Khan, and Baqir Khan ruled over 

Multan till 1726 one after another.106 

During the reign of Emperor Roshan Akhtar, Abdus Samad Khan was made the 

governor of Multan in 1726 who ruled till 1737. During his rule, he introduced 

numerous reforms and built the famous Eidgah in 1735. In the same period, his son 

Zakariya Khan was nominated as Viceroy of Punjab yet on the death of his father, 

Multan was also given under his direct control. Though he had to remain at Lahore so, 

he handed over the administration of Multan to his son Hayat Ullah Khan (Shah Nawaz 

Khan) whilst Zahid Khan Saddozai was instructed to assist him.107 During this period, 

Multani Pathans strengthen their economy and military and played a vital role in 

regional politics. In January 1739, Nadir Shah invaded Punjab and defeated Zakariya 

Khan yet he, after levying a fine of twenty lacs rupees, restored him. Gujarat, 

Aurangabad, Sialkot, and Pasrur, known as Chahar Mahal, were also given his control 

on the condition of a specific annual tribute to the invader. In February 1740, Nadir 

Shah appointed Hayat Ullah Khan as the governor of Multan.108 After the death of 

Zakariya Khan in July 1745, his eldest son Yahiya Khan succeeded his father but Hayat 

Ullah Khan (Shah Nawaz Khan) opposed him. In 1747, a war was fought between them 

as a result, Yahiya Khan was defeated. Shah Nawaz Khan became Viceroy of Multan 

and Lahore and Kora Mal was made his Diwan yet he could not get royal permission. 
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On the advice of Adina Baig in July 1747, he invited Ahmad Shah who, after the death 

of Nadir Shah, had become the King of Kabul.109 

Ahmad Shah Abdali marched towards Peshawar but Adina Beg played a double 

game and informed the Wazir of Delhi about the secret correspondence of Ahmad Shah 

and Shah Nawaz. Under these circumstances, Shah Nawaz did not welcome Haroon 

Khan, the diplomat of Ahmad Shah so, in January 1748, Ahmad Shah reached Lahore 

and crossed the River Ravi.110 On January 11, 1748, he defeated Shah Nawa who, along 

with Kora Mal, rushed to Delhi and thus Abdali became the ruler of Multan and Lahore. 

He minted a coin with the inscription of "King Ahmad Shah Dur-e-Duran Mint". He 

also wrote a letter to Zahid Khan, Naib Nazim of Multan, to cooperate with him for the 

establishment of Afghan rule in Hindustan, but he used insulting words about Abdali 

because Zahid Khan was loyal to the Mughal Emperor. So, Abdali marched towards 

Sarhind and a battle was fought in March 1748 in which Wazir of Delhi, Qamar-ud-Din 

Khan was assassinated and then Abdali went to Kabul. In April 1748, Emperor 

Muhammad Shah died and his son, Ahmad Shah, became ruler of Delhi.111 

Ahmad Shah nominated Mir Mannu, son of Qamar-ud-Din, as Viceroy of 

Lahore and Multan with the title of Mir Muin-ul-Mulk. Kora Mal joined his service 

who appointed him as the governor of Multan. Zahid Khan decided to fight a war 

against him and the Lahore army near Matte Tal in which Zahid Khan was beaten.112 

Meanwhile, Abdali, for the second time, invaded India and reached Lahore in January 

1749. He claimed the revenues of Chahar Mahal from Mir Mannu who postponed it 

and ultimately, with the permission of a royal court, signed a treaty by which Abdali 

went to Qandahar. On his way back in April 1749, he met all Saddozai Pathans of 

Multan and asked Muhammad Khan, son of Sultan Abdullah Khan, to stay in India. 

The reason was that his life, due to the conflicts between the Khizar Khel branches of 

the Saddozai tribe, was in danger.113 Zahid Khan, due to his previous behavior, was 

hesitant to meet him. But, on the assurance of the safety of his life, he came and 

requested Abdali to grant the governorship of Multan. As he was not pleased with his 
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earlier misconduct so, he refused his request on the plea Abdul Aziz Khan was already 

governing Multan.114 

In the meantime, Janisar Khan, the ruler of Dera Ghazi Khan, revolted and Mir 

Mannu ordered Kora Mal to crush the rebellion. The United army of Kora Mal and 

Nawab of Bahawalpur invaded Dera Ghazi Khan and expelled him from the territory. 

The Mughal Prime Minister Safdar Jung motivated Shah Nawaz to seize Multan. When 

he marched to Multan, Zahid Khan also joined him. Abdul Aziz Khan did not resist and 

went to Lahore as a result, they entered the city in 1749. After a few days, Abdul Aziz 

Khan, along with Kora Mal and Jassa Singh, came back to Multan. Shaker Khan, son 

of Zahid Khan, joined with Kora Mal whilst his younger brother Shuja Khan did not 

isolate his father.115 A skirmish was battled in which Abdul Aziz Khan and Shah Nawaz 

Khan were killed. After the victory of Multan, Shaker Khan was nominated as Naib of 

Kora Mal. Mir Muno did not desire any rival in Punjab and supported the claims of 

Kora Mal to the Governorship of Multan.116 

In 1751, Ahmad Shah invaded Hindustan and Mir Mannu recalled Kora Mal to 

Lahore. He nominated Ishaq Khan Alias Hussain Khan as his deputy, who remained in 

this post till 1752, and went to Lahore. He was also afraid of Shaker Khan because he 

belonged to Abdali's tribe. Another narration was that Kora Mal appointed Khawaja 

Yakut as his Naib in Multan.117 

Afghan governors imposed various taxes on Muslims and non-Muslims. The 

first Afghan Governor Mir Muin-ul-Mulk was instructed to submit rupees one crore to 

the capital at Kabul which was, later on, decreased to rupees fifty lacs. This sum was 

assembled from the inhabitants of Multan and its surroundings as taxes.118 During 

Mughal rule, Multan never lost its political importance because some significant 

personalities, Murad Bukhsh, Aurangzeb, Dara Shikoh, Asif Khan, and Tarbiat Khan, 

were ruled over it as governors. But after the death of Aurangzeb, it lost a larger part of 

its territory. First of all, Sind and Thathha were separated, and then Dipalpur was 

connected with Lahore while Bhakkar was affiliated with Dera Ghazi Khan. In 1751, 

the territories of Lodhran, Mailsi, Dunyapur, and Kahror were snatched by Nawab 
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Mubarak Khan of Bahawalpur. Thus in 1752, the Mughal regime ended in Multan, and 

Afghan rule was initiated which lasted till its annexation with the Sikh Kingdom in 

1818.119 

1.7. Multan under the Afghans: 

After the conquest of Multan in 1752, Ahmad Shah Abdali made Ali 

Muhammad Khan the Subedar of Multan who was not only a leaseholder of Dera Ghazi 

Khan but also a faithful servant of Abdali.120 The system of currency of the Mughal 

times was trailed by Afghan chiefs. There is an excellent silver coin weighing 224 

grains, the single piece of this weight in the whole Durrani series.121 Ali Muhammad 

Khan assuming charge of Multan, issued a coin at Multan for the sake of his lord Ahmad 

Shah Durrani, the originator king of Afghan. The engraving of 1165 A.H. (1752) on the 

coin printed at Multan, affirms that Multan was annexed and it turned into an Afghan 

region in 1752.122 He not only sustained good relations with Makhdums and Saddozais 

of Multan but also declared their land revenue free. During his first regime 1752-58, he 

worked for the welfare of the masses. He also checked the strategy of the exaltation of 

Nawab of Bahawalpur State because he had extended his jurisdiction till Mailsi, 

Kahror, Lodhran, and Dunyapur. When he felt that it was not the strategy of the Afghan 

King to annex Bahawalpur, he gave up his struggle against Daudputras.123 During the 

Subedari of Ali Muhammad Khan, certain taxes were levied on land and different 

species and entirely collected from the poor and the rich people. The central reason for 

these Pathan governors was to blackmail the greatest cash without considering the 

condition of extraordinary poverty in which half-starved and half bare individuals were 

living.124 Besides this, Abdali's constant invasions exposed the flaws of the Mughal 

rulers. Adina Beg requested the Marathas to attack Punjab and thus they captured 

Lahore in 1758. Raghu Nath Rao, chief officer of the campaign, sent Sham Je and Ram 

Je to Multan. They beat Ali Muhammad Khan and apprehended Multan. Ali 

Muhammad Khan fled to Khairpur Tamiwali and for a short period, Saleh Beg was 

made the Subedar of Multan.125 
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During the Marathas period, the people had to face great difficulties so, they 

requested the Afghan King for help. In October 1759, Abdali invaded Hindustan and 

the Marathas, on hearing the news of his arrival, left Multan and fled to Delhi. At the 

same time, Ali Muhammad Khan, along with a few hundred soldiers, also reached 

Multan and entered Multan after defeating Saleh Beg. Abdali appreciated him and 

restored him as the governor of Multan but he could not pay the annual tribute so, he 

was dismissed from the governorship on April 26, 1761, and Abdul Karim Khan and 

Allah Yar Khan Bamzai were appointed as the next governors respectively.126 In 1762, 

Anwar Khan, son of Saeed Khan, attacked Multan and occupied it. When Ali 

Muhammad Khan received this news, he reached Multan and a battle was fought in 

which Anwar Khan was killed. Ali Muhammad Khan recaptured Multan, yet he was 

replaced by Shuja Khan, son of Zahid Khan, in 1763.127 He enjoyed this post for six 

months. During this period, he founded Shujabad city and a fort. He also constructed a 

fort in Sikandarabad whilst Khan Bibi and Ghazanfar Khan, his daughter, and son 

constructed Khangarh and Ghazanfargarh respectively. But due to his harsh behavior, 

people encouraged Ali Muhammad Khan who, along with Azeem Khan Malayzai, 

attacked Multan in 1764. Combat was fought in which Shuja Khan was beaten and 

arrested. During the same era, the Sikhs began to devastate Punjab and captured Lahore 

in February 1764.128 

On March 9, 1764, the Bhangi Misl appeared at the scenario of Multan. Ali 

Muhammad Khan closed the gates of the city whilst the Saddozais were living outside 

the city. The Sikhs were informed about the wealth of Sultan Hayat Khan which was in 

the citadel of the Saddozai. They entered the citadel of Keri Sultan Hayat Khan. Its 

chief, Muhammad Sharif Khan, shut the gates of the fort and decided to fight against 

the Sikhs. He resisted the Sikhs till evening but could not compete with the Sikhs, yet 

he did not capitulate to the infidels. The Sikh plundered the Keri and set it on fire. They 

also looted the treasure of the Khudaka family which was consisted of fifty lacs rupees, 

gold, diamond jewelry, and pearls. After three days, they, without assaulting the people 

inside the city and the fort, went back. Muhammad Sharif Khan stayed with the Bhangis 

as a detainee for three years but later on, he was freed on the reimbursement of twelve 
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thousand rupees. It was interesting that Ali Muhammad Khan, during this invasion, kept 

silent.129 

In these circumstances, Abdali reached Hindustan and defeated the Sikhs 

everywhere in 1764. He, once again, confirmed Ali Muhammad Khan as the governor 

because Abdali thought that he was only could save Multan from the Sikhs. But he 

stopped paying respect to the Saddozais. In June 1767, when Abdali reached Multan, 

people submitted their complaints against the Sikh invasions and Ali Muhammad Khan. 

Shuja Khan also told him about his lawless imprisonment. Abdali ordered that the 

governor, his son Ghulam Mustafa Khan and three nephews be ripped up. This order 

was obeyed and Abdali, before leaving for Afghan, appointed Shuja Khan as the 

governor of Multan who proved to be generous.130 His generosity and politeness 

encouraged offenders. They made the life of the inhabitants depressed. They snatched 

their animals and grain. The peasants denied to pay him revenue and migrated to 

Lodhran and Mailsi. As a result, Shuja Khan could not pay the annual tribute so, he was 

replaced by Haji Sharif Khan in 1770. But he too failed to administer and he was 

replaced by Dharm Jas, who sent his servant Sharif Beg Taklu to take the charge of 

Multan on his behalf.131 

After some time, as Dharm Jas reached near Multan, Sharif Taklu closed the 

gates of the citadel. At this, Abdali sent Abdul Karim Khan to crush the rebellion. He 

besieged Multan but Sharif Taklu invited the Sikhs for help and promised to give huge 

money. When Abdul Karim Khan heard this news, he, without facing the Sikhs, went 

back but Jhanda Singh, the Sikh Sardar, marched to Multan. The Sikhs seized the city 

and the fort because Nawab Shuja Khan and all the Saddozais had gone to Shujabad. 

Sharif Taklu resisted their assault, yet, after the siege of several months, they entered 

the fort on January 05, 1772.132 They captured Multan and not only divided it among 

themselves but also appointed Diwan Singh as its Qaladar.133 The Sikhs Sardars of 

various villages increased the revenue while Jhanda Singh imposed an extra revenue of 

twelve thousand rupees for himself. They not only abolished the Muslim historical 
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monuments and institutions but also forbade the Azan and prayer. They also placed 

Granth Sahib in the Ali Muhammad Mosque and the Kotwal had begun to hold his court 

there.134 

After the death of Abdali on October 23, 1772, Timur Shah, his son and 

successor, dispatched Sardar Madad Khan to recover Multan. The Sikh Qaladar closed 

the gates of the fortress and Madad Khan, due to the revolt of his general Muiz Ullah 

Khan, went back and left the people at the mercy of the Sikhs. Meanwhile, Nawab Shuja 

Khan died on September 16, 1775, and was succeeded by his son Muzaffar Khan.135 In 

January 1780, Timur Shah reached Multan to recover it from the clutches of the Sikhs. 

He besieged the fort and defeated the Sikhs thus Multan, once again, became an Afghan 

province. He nominated Abdul Karim Khan as deputy of Muzaffar Khan who had 

helped Timur Shah against the Sikhs.136 Muzaffar Khan ruled over Multan from 1780 

to 1818 till its annexation by the Sikhs under Ranjit Singh. During this period, he fought 

many wars with the Sikhs and proved a great leader. In 1794, he founded Muzaffargarh 

and constructed a fort here. He not only founded many towns and built buildings and 

forts but also attended to public works. During his regime, the area of Multan had 

extended 110 miles in length and 70 miles in width. The revenue was 550000 rupees of 

which 250000 was fixed as the tribute.137 His army consisted of 2000 men and 20 guns 

but, in an emergency, it was raised to 10000 by summoning. 

During the rule of King Zaman Shah, the Sikhs invaded Kot Kamalia and 

occupied it. Its ruler, Saadat Yar Khan Kharal, requested help from Muzaffar Khan who 

sent his army and, after defeating the Sikhs, restored it and handed it over to its ruler. 

In 1807, Muzaffar Khan, after investing the government in Sarfraz Khan, decided to go 

to Mecca for Hajj. But Sarfraz Khan failed to administer the State. He ordered Rajab 

Sial to submit the settled tax but he refused to do so.138 Sarfraz Khan sent his army 

against him and a skirmish was fought in which Rajab was defeated and imprisoned. 

His cousin, Mehr Sultan, requested Ranjit Singh who sent him a small contingent and 
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released him. In 1808, Ranjit Singh sent an army of 5000 soldiers under Jassa Singh to 

Multan who succeeded to obtain some money from Sarfraz Khan.139 After performing 

the pilgrimage, Muzaffar Khan came back to Multan, yet he was not happy with his son 

about dealing with Rajab Sial and Nawab of Bahawalpur. He again resumed the control 

of Multan and, for the next nine years, both father and son reigned Multan with mutual 

understanding. During the last invasion of Ranjit Singh in 1818, Sarfraz favored a 

ceasefire with Ranjit, yet his father decided to fight against the Sikhs. As a result, a 

furious war started in which Muzaffar Khan, along with his five sons,140 a daughter, 

and a nephew, sacrificed their lives. Zulfiqar Khan was ill but, hearing the news of his 

father's death, he rushed to the Sikh army where he was injured seriously and then 

deceased. Sarfraz Khan surrendered himself and thus the Afghan rule in Multan came 

to be an end and the Sikh rule started. 

The Afghan soldiers appointed in Multan were paid from the incomes of 

Multan. Under Afghan rulers, the arrangement of land revenue was diverse in one way. 

During the Mughal rule, the income tax was farmed out with clear guidelines from the 

governor, yet such an approach was scarcely followed by and by.141 Concerning 

handiworks and industrial 0products, silk was kept on being the central thing of the 

industry under Afghan and a particular part of this was conveyed to the Afghan capital 

at Kabul.142 The loathed system of Begar was normal all through the medieval period, 

yet the practice did not achieve the same disturbing proportion as during the reign of 

the Afghans. 

The day of June 02, 1818, was measured as the poorest for the Muslims of Multan 

when Misr Diwan Chand not only seized it but also killed Nawab Muzaffar Khan along 

with his five sons.143 The kingdom of the Sikhs spread over the fine and wealthy 

province of Multan, a territory seventy miles wide, along the right side of the Indus, 

outside Mithan Kot and Peshawar. Multan under the domain of the Maharaja, which 
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was governed by a Hindu, enjoyed the best management.144 The death of Ranjit Singh 

not only enfeebled the Lahore Durbar but also exaggerated the liberty of the Multan 

and its residents. As a result, on January 22, 1849, Multan came under the direct 

supervision of the British and it was deprived of the rank of the province.145 

1.8. The Inception and history of Sikhism: 

Before describing the Sikh kingdom and its rule in Punjab as well as in Multan, 

it is necessary to describe the history, origin as well as evolution of Sikhism, its Gurus, 

and confederacies (Misls). In the early part of the 19th century, the Sikhs, under the 

headship of Ranjit Singh, subjugated the whole of Punjab as well as Multan.146 The 

word 'Sikhism' has been originated from the word 'Sikh' which means a pupil or a 

learner or a searcher of the truth. Another saying is that the word Sikh has been derived 

from the Sanskrit word Shishya which means the route of discipleship. It is also said 

that 'Sikh' is derived from the Punjabi verb 'Sikhna' which means 'to learn'.147 Sikhism 

has been defined as a way of life. According to the Sikh Rahit Maryada,148 Sikh is the 

one who merely trusts in the Sikh religion, follows, and accepts the manner and 

teachings of life educated by ten Sikh Gurus and Guru Granth Sahib.149 

Similarly, the Sikh is a devotee of Guru Nanak Dev, embraces the Sikh religion, 

and considers Guru Granth Sahib as his religious Granth.150 Though Sikhism is one of 

the youngest religions in the world, yet it has made a profound effect on the life of the 

people of the Subcontinent. Its roots have been drawn from the Bhakti movement. To 

some extent, Guru Nanak was influenced by Kabir and Sheikh Ibrahim Farid, a 

descendant of Sheikh Farid-ud-Din Gunj Shaker of Pak Patten, whose 134 hymns were 

merged in the Ade Granth Sahib.151 But the confirmation of dependency is forbidden 

by those who have studied it cautiously.152 Pointedly, he experienced the religion of the 

Muslims and the Hindus, and, after deep observation, he developed his school of 

thought as a new privilege. His refusal of the cult of gods and goddesses and his stress 
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on the unity of men, by discarding the established unequal and repressed social system, 

was a courageous and clear withdrawal from Hinduism. Sikhism ascended in the 15th 

century as a new dogma, opposed in its basics to the existing religions.153 As a result, 

the followers of the Sikh Gurus were called Nanak Panthis. 

Sikhism experienced some religious, political, and military improvements 

which paved the way for it to break away completely from Hinduism.154 The Sikhs, 

through a distinct language, order, and community, started to discriminate themselves 

from other religious groups. They were divided into two classes, the Manjha and the 

Malwa.155 The Manjha is the name of the Southern portion of the Bari Doab156 in the 

locality of the cities of Amritsar and Lahore. Manjha Sikhs were those who, at the phase 

of the final termination of the Muhammadan power, were inhabitants to the North of 

the Sutlej River.157 While Malwa is the country to the southwards of the same river 

which is extended towards Bikaner and Delhi. The Sikhs of the Malwa region were 

called Malwa Sikhs.158 

1.9. The timeline of Sikh History: 

To keep the said topic in mind, Sikh history can be broadly divided into four phases: 

1.9.1. The Guru Period (1469-1708): 

During 1469-1708, Sikhism was recognized by ten Gurus. Nanak Dev was the 

first Guru and Gobind Singh was the last one in human form. Guru Gobind Singh 

nominated Sri Guru Granth Sahib 159 as the decisive and final Sikh Guru. During this 

period, the number of Sikhs increased in the supremacy of Guru Arjun.160 This period 

can be divided into two parts, the first phase up to Guru Arjun Dev and the second 

thereafter. The first phase chiefly belongs to new religion and thoughts which had 

inevitable revolts against the doctrines of Brahmanism.161 Mostly revolts were stifled 

at birth and Nanak was appalled against a religion overburdened with ritual and social 
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limits.162 The second phase can be further divided into two parts. The first part starts 

with the killing of Guru Arjun in 1606 which slowly turned from a nonviolent sect of 

Nanak Panthis into a combative organization. The second part begins with the decease 

of Guru Teg Bahadur which is known as Political Sikhism. It was Guru Gobind Singh 

who first considered the idea of founding the Sikhs into a military and religious 

commonwealth.163  Following is a brief discussion of the ten Sikh Gurus. 

1.9.1.1. Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1539): 

On April 15, 1469, Guru Nanak Dev was born in Talwandi.164 He toured all 

over India and far beyond into Mesopotamia, Arabia, Ceylon, Burma, Afghanistan, and 

Tibet. He, with his most sincere follower,165 covered all these areas on foot to send a 

divine message to his listeners.166 He understood the great reality of the union of 

religions. He spread the message of love and brotherhood.167 His teachings can be 

collected in the order of Nam Japo, Kirt Karo, and Wand Chako.168 He spoke equally 

the Mullah and the Pundit, the Dervish and the Sanyasi, and told them to remember that 

Lord who has watched to come and go numberless Prophets, Vishnu and Sivas.169 He 

embraced the philosophical structure of his nationals and considered heaven as the 

home of the soul with God. 

1.9.1.2. Guru Angad Dev (1504-1552): 

Before his demise, Guru Nanak gave his seat to Guru Angad and thus he became 

the second Guru. He was born to Baba Pharo and Matta Diya Kaur at Mate-de-Sarai.170 

He was forty-five years old when he came to Guru Nanak.171 He introduced and 

improved writing, Gurumukhi, and got the memoirs and sayings of his Guru written in 

this script. This script was recognized and broadly used even before him by the Khatris 

for keeping their records.172 His target was to make Gurumukhi a widespread vehicle 
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of Guru's divine message so that he could take away the Sikhs from the caste-ridden 

custom of Sanskrit literature.173 The initiatives taken by him assisted the Sikhs to drift 

away from the conventional Hindu civilization.174 He sustained this work for thirteen 

years after Guru Nanak. 

1.9.1.3. Guru Amar Das (1479-1574): 

He was born in 1479 in Basarke175 and was a trader-farmer, and met Guru 

Angad at a justly progressive age. His role in the Sikh movement is multifarious.176 He 

improved the institution of langar177 so much that everyone could see him or join his 

Sungat. He generated 22 teachings and executive Manjis for the association of the Sikh 

society in widespread areas.178 He condemned the harsh practice of sati,179 female 

infanticide, and Purdah and encouraged the remarriage of widows. He convinced his 

devotees to cease totally from the custom of Sati.180 

1.9.1.4. Guru Ram Das (1534-1581): 

Guru Ram Das181 was born in Lahore. He was wedded to Bibi Bhani, the eldest 

daughter of Guru Amar Das. He worked as a Sikh Guru for seven years, but he made 

the noteworthy decision of establishing the city of Ramdaspur 182 in 1577.183 He settled 

the new city, as the blessed center of a new community, which has played a vital role 

in Sikh history. He acquired a grant of the land of 500 bighas, from the Mughal Emperor 

Akbar, on the fee of 700 rupees to the Zamindars.184 After a life passed in the 

uninterrupted dissemination of his doctrines, in a clarification of which he wrote 

numerous works, he passed away in 1581.185 

1.9.1.5. Guru Arjun Dev (1563-1606): 

Arjun Dev was the youngest son of Guru Ram Das. He was a philosopher, an 

excellent poet, a builder, and a great planner. He was the first sacrificial victim in Sikh 
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history.186 He served as the Guru for 25 years. He finalized the construction of Amritsar 

and originated some other cities such as Kartarpur, Tarn Tiran, and Sri Hargobindpur. 

His most significant work was the compiling of the Adie-Granth. He gathered the first 

four Guru’s works and composed them in the form of verses in 1604.187 

1.9.1.6. Guru Har Gobind (1595-1644): 

The killing of Guru Arjun Dev was a turning point in Sikh history. Guru Har 

Gobind introduced the Miri-Piri notion. At the time of becoming the Guru, he was only 

11 years. He put on two swords asserting one to be the sign of the temporal power 

(Miri) whilst the other of the mystical (Piri).188 He traveled all over the country and 

transformed many people to his belief. He started the procedure of transformation of 

the passive followers of Nanak into a combative sect.189 His era was of open conflict 

and militarization with the kingdom. Army training was started and open clashes with 

the forces of the state began. A fortress was built at Akal Takht and Amritsar which was 

the focal point of political activities. Two flags of Miri and Piri were elevated between 

Akal Takht and Harmandar Sahib.190 He made it famous to his supporters that he would 

welcome the contributions of horses and arms instead of money. He trained the soldiers 

and paid much time in soldierly exercise and chasing. In Amritsar, he constructed a 

small citadel, Lohgarh.191 

1.9.1.7. Guru Har Rai (1630-1661): 

Guru Har Rai was a peaceful man and never scattered the armed cavalry, but 

kept a cavalry of 2200 Sikhs ready to protect the faith.192 He always increased the spirit 

of the Sikh armed forces, but he never indulged in any direct armed and political dispute 

with the Mughal Kingdom. He not only followed the strategy of militarization but also 

went to meet the rebel Dara Shikoh, brother of Aurangzeb, and offered him military 

aid.193 He followed missionary activities with great passion and never provide a chance 
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to clash with the Mughals. He passed away in 1661 handing over his Guruship to his 

son, Harr Krishna.194 

1.9.1.8. Guru Har Krishna (1656-1664): 

He was born in Kiratpur Sahib (District Rupar) to Kishan Kaur (Mata Solakhni) 

and Guru Har Rai. In October 1661, before his death, Guru Har Rai nominated Har 

Krishna as the next Guru. He came to the throne only at the age of five years. Unluckily, 

he died in 1664 because of smallpox at the age of eight-year.195 

1.9.1.9. Guru Teg Bahadur (1621-1675): 

He was the youngest son of Guru Har Gobind and Bibi Nanki. He was born at 

Amritsar on the 1st of April, 1621. From childhood, he was skilled in religious matters 

and martial arts by Bhai Gur Das and Baba Buddha. In 1664, Guru Har Krishna 

unexpectedly fell ill in Delhi.196 Before his death, the Guru had said that his successor 

would be in Baba Bakala.197 Many applicants to the throne settled there and generated 

misperception in the minds of the Sikhs about the next Guru. But sincere Sikhs found 

out Teg Bahadur and fixed him as the ninth Guru. Aurangzeb’s strategy of Islamization 

had become very tyrannical in its execution.198 To vibrate the people out of their terror 

and to reinforce his Sikhs for the major fight ahead, the Guru felt that the time was 

suitable for him to sacrifice himself for the belief. He declined the proposal of the 

emperor that if he ceased from political activities, he would not be concerned about his 

religious benefits.199 But he decided to intrude and agitate against religious oppression 

and be assaulted by the Empire. He was executed in Delhi in 1675.200 

1.9.1.10. Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708): 

He was only nine years old when he was chosen as tenth Guru.201 From his 

initial age, he strengthened his military arrangements, fortified Anandpur, and declared 

an autonomous political status. He enlisted mercenaries for his military. In this struggle, 

he lost his mother and all his four sons, but he sustained the hostility undismayed and 

unremitting.202 On the day of Besakhi in 1699, he generated the Khalsa and exposed 

the key objective of his task. He nominated five beloved leaders based on their readiness 
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to sacrifice for the Guru’s cause. To create the Khalsa Association, he first baptized 

those five leaders and then demanded them to administer Amrit (the sacred water) to 

the Guru.203 He achieved the mission of Guru Nanak by producing a classless and 

casteless brotherhood, the Khalsa, to fight against all socio-political discriminations. 

He passed away in 1708, leaving the Guru Granth Sahib as the divine guide and the 

Khalsa as the active device of showing the ideological combats of life.204 

1.9.2. The Post Guru Period (1708-1748) 

After the formation of the Khalsa, the 18th century began with conflict that 

complicated the Mughal authorities of Sarhind. In 1705, a prolonged siege was 

followed by the removal of the Guru’s citadel of Anandpur and thus he moved to the 

area of Southern Punjab. The Guru suffered huge fatalities during this period, but he 

did not admit any setback. It stresses the faithfulness, bravery, and survival of his 

followers and the Guru himself.205 The Khalsa started displaying results within a short 

time after the Guru’s demise in 1708. Under the leadership of Banda Singh Bahadur, 

the Sikh forces led back the remainder of the Khalsa to Punjab. On the death of the 

emperor Aurangzeb, the fight for sovereignty between competing princes followed and 

the whole kingdom became unsystematic. Under these circumstances, Banda attacked 

and seized Sarhind, and thus he took revenge on the assassination of Guru Gobind’s 

sons.206 

Bahadur Shah issued a majestic order on December 10, 1710, to execute and 

eradicate the Sikhs wherever they existed. That ordinance remained in force for three 

years. According to this proclamation, every Sikh wherever looked was to be arrested. 

He was to be presented with only one substitute, either Islam or sword.207 Farrukh Siyar 

put a price on every Sikh’s head and informed the authorities about the complete 

elimination of the Sikhs. In these circumstances, Banda and his numerous followers 

were arrested and some others were killed at the site. The uprising under him finally 

ended with his execution by the Mughals in 1716. Thereafter, the Sikhs remained under 

continuous persecution.208 The factual Sikhs rushed towards the hills, forests, and 
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deserts of Rajputana and Bikaner. Those who had escaped from the oppressing hand 

did not take a risk to come back and spent their lives in extreme adversity.209 

In the year 1724, the Sikhs designed themselves into small Jathas and began 

their ancient strategies of irritating the government by their hostile campaigns and 

guerrilla fighting. The destruction by the Sikhs awakened the rage of the emperor 

against Abdul Samad who was the governor of Lahore. In 1726, he was shifted to 

Multan, and his son, Zakariya Khan, was selected in his place. A mobile regiment was 

recognized to check the Sikhs and stop them from collecting anywhere.210 In 1733, 

another struggle was made to crush them by bribes and allowances. Zakariya Khan 

recommended to the emperor the title to the Sikhs and grant of a Jagir. On his proposal, 

the offer of a Jagir of 100000 rupees and the title of Nawab was offered for their leader. 

The proposal was at first forbidden but later was accepted and Kapoor Singh was 

ornamented with the robes and the title of a Nawab.211 In 1746, Yahiya Khan, the 

Governor of Lahore, issued a declaration for a general annihilation of all the Sikhs. 

Thousands were assassinated every day and their heads were presented before the 

Subedar for a prize. Despite oppression and pressures, the Sikhs as ideologically fired 

and forcefully inspired guerrillas succeeded to form a state of their own. They distressed 

the Zamindari system and distributed the land. It was a landmark in a socio-economic 

revolution.212 This behavior of the Sikh warriors in triumph was such as no present 

army has been capable to equal so far. 

1.9.3. The Misl Period (1748-1799): 

After the collapse of the Mughals, the Sikhs organized into two minor 

democratic republics, called Taran Dal and Buddha Dal. Then these were partitioned 

into twelve Misls (petty states).213 Although the Sikh rule in Multan started in 1818 and 

the period from 1752 to 1818 is known as Saddozai’s rule, yet historians considered it 

Misaldari Period too. If we admitted this fact, then it would be true to say that the period 

from 1752 to 1849 is marked as Misldari Period.214 As indicated by historians, after the 

deterioration of the Mughal control, the Multan was captured by the Sikh Sardars 

known as Misldars who later on, partitioned it into twelve Misls and began governing 
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over their particular regions.215 Rather than joining together and founding a state, these 

Misldars were always occupied with civil war, organizing, and reorganizing in the 

battle for superiority. It required a solid hand to check these domestic clashes.216 

Luckily, Ranjit Singh seemed on the scene, he overwhelmed their domains and bound 

them together with the entire of the Multan.217 

On the contrary, the new proof gathered during the most recent three decades 

has made it clear that the Sikhs were not by any means the only rulers of the Multan 

during the second half of the eighteenth century, there were Muslim rulers in the south-

west of Punjab.218 The affixed atlas of the late eighteenth century Multan indicating 

regions under the belongings of the Sikh chiefs makes it clear that the Sikhs were the 

rulers of almost one-fourth part of Punjab just while more than three-fourth was under 

the ownership of the non-Sikhs (Muslim Chiefs).219 Throughout the eighteenth century, 

when the grasp of the Mughal control debilitated, these middle people instead of paying 

income to the State began keeping it with themselves and procured more assets and 

power. They paid praise to Ahmad Shah Abdali yet, when Abdali was not able to go to 

Multan and Punjab, these chiefs had just to suppress acknowledgment and to safeguard 

themselves against their neighbors to wind up distinctly autonomous.220 The political 

foundation of the Sikh chiefs of Multan amongst the late eighteenth century was not 

quite the same as the Rajput and Muslim rulers. The Sikh rulers had been relatives of 

normal subjects of the Mughal Empire concerning the peasant class or to the classes 

related to it.221 They had to remuneration a long effort against the Afghans and the 

Mughals to build up their territories. In this procedure, the organizations which they 
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developed Gurmata,222 Dal Khalsa,223 Rakhi,224 and Misl helped them in their political 

process.225 

A royal ordinance, to murder and demolish the Sikhs made them regress to 

obscurity by embracing a Hindu appearance. The Sikhs had divided into twelve states 

or confederacies. Originally, these twelve groups were known as Jathas but steadily, it 

was replaced with Misl. A file of every Jatha was prepared and it was used to cover the 

achievements of its Jathydar226 Each Misl obeyed a Jathydar that was a leader. Many 

Jathas appeared after 1733, and groups of a dozen or more Jathas under Jathydar 

functioned autonomously. These Jathas played a conclusive role in rescuing Punjab 

from the Mughal.227 The Misls were famous for the titles derived from the village, 

district, or the name of an ancestor and some uniqueness of custom of leadership.228 

Misls assisted in the progress and extent of Sikhism and to keep the Sikhs united. 

The Sikhs, who had no personal leader, started the ritual of determining 

common matters concerning the community in the meetings on the Besakhi and Diwali. 

These assemblies called the Surbat Khalsa appointed Jathydars and trusted them with 

powers to discuss on behalf of the Sikhs.229 Due to the fear of Abdali’s attack, Nawab 

Kapoor Singh stressed the need to tie all Jathas under one flag, and in 1748, Surbat 

Khalsa formed Dal Khalsa under the headship of Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. The 

Misl system was very beneficial in defending its territory against foreign attackers. 

Beating a Misl was not the total conquest of the Sikhs.230 That’s why the Mughals, the 

Marathas, and the Afghans could not succeed to apprehend Punjab. If any clash would 
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arise then the Jathydar would decide without any partiality.231 The area of the dominion 

of each Jatha was also mentioned to escape inter Jatha conflicts. In the Misl system, 

all were considered equal and there was no discrimination of high or low. A Jathydar 

was a warrior first and every leader was the chief and a servant. He was a monarch as 

well as a disciple. Every fighter had a right to exit a Misl and join another one. The 

twelve Misls and their Jathydars were given as under.232 

1.9.3.1. Bhangi Misl: 

This Misl was counted as a terrible Misl but known as one of the most famous 

Misls. Chajja Singh was its founder. Bhai Bhoma Singh and Bhai Hari Singh were so 

called from the affection of their followers for the use of an alcoholic drug Bhang. After 

the departure of Abdali, this Misl expanded its jurisdiction to the areas of Lahore, 

Amritsar, Jhang, Chaniot, Multan, Jammu, Rohtas, Narowal, Kasur, and Sialkot.233 

1.9.3.2. Neshanwalia Misl: 

Chaudhary Sahib Rai, a Jat of Gill sub-caste, had two sons, Dasundha 

(Saondha) Singh and Sungat Singh.234 They originated a village, named Singhan Wala, 

near Zeera, and took up their dwellings there.235 In 1734, Dasundha Singh was one of 

the best Chiefs of the Tarona Dal. He was a solid and sturdy man so he was commonly 

assigned the duty of carrying the flag in front of the Dal Khalsa. He, being the flag-

bearer of the Khalsa, was granted the name of Neshanwalia. Neshan means a banner 

and Neshanwalia means flag or banner carrier. This Misl had no distinct area of 

Influence and its warriors were found in every Misl. 

1.9.3.3. Shaheed Singhi Misl: 

During the period of Guru Gobind, a Jatha appeared at the scene who was ever 

ready to sacrifice. Baba Bir Singh and Deep Singh were regulated by the descendants 

of grateful martyrs. Guru had chosen the name of ‘Nihang Singh’ for this Jatha because 

they were more worried about the benefit of others than their own. When Ahmad Shah 

Abdali ordered to blow up Harmandar Sahib, Baba Deep Singh departed from 

Damdama in 1761 with a swear to decease at the door of the Lord to obtain martyrdom. 

 
231 Administrator Sikh Missionary College, Brief History of Sikh Misls (Ludhiana: Sikh Missionary 

College, n.d), 6.  
232 Ibid., 25-26. 
233 Ibid., 29-30. 
234 Bute Shah (Ghulam Muhayy-ud-Din), Tawarikh-i-Punjab (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1848), 4:110. 
235 Ibid. 



 

53 
 

This Misl usually kept their region of jurisdiction around Damdama Sahib and Cis-

Sutlej. It had a very slight strength of warriors just about 2000. 

1.9.3.4. Ramgarhia Misl: 

Sardar Jassa Singh, who constructed Ram Raoni236 and altered it into Ramgarh, 

was the founder of this Misl. Since that time, Ramgarhia was added with his name and 

his Misl too known as Ramgarhia Misl. His ancestors were carpenters, so Thoka became 

his surname.237 In 1750, Adina Baig signed a treaty with Jassa Singh against Dal 

Khalsa. In 1751, they both attacked Ram Raoni, and the Sikhs were imprisoned in it. 

Later on, he revolted against Adina Baig. He also kept confronting the Durranis along 

with other Misls. Areas under its jurisdiction were Majha, Shiwalak hills, Pargnas of 

Batala, Kalanoor, Dasuha, Mastiwal, Dina Nagar, Tilwara, Sanguwala, Lakhpur, 

Quadian, Sharif Chak, Begowal, and Miani.238 

1.9.3.5. Nakkai Misl: 

The hurdles of Multan and Lahore had unique significance in the history of 

Punjab during the invasions of Abdali. The Sikhs were also aware of these hurdles and 

felt it compulsory to occupy them. The mission of occupation of these hurdles was 

assigned to Hira Sing. Thus, the foundation of this Misl was laid because Hira Singh 

was from the area called Nakkai, situated to the South of Lahore. In 1767, Hira Singh 

attacked Pak Patten and killed its Jathydar. When other Misls started increasing their 

regions, this Misl also focused its struggles towards Kasur and Multan. To subdue 

Multan, Ganda Singh required help from this Misl. With the occupation of Kasur and 

Multan, the honor and respect of this Misl increased. The regions under its jurisdiction 

were Kasur, Sharkpur, Chunia, Kot Kamalia, and Gujjar, and some parts of Multan. 

1.9.3.6. Ahluwalia Misl: 

This Misl enjoyed much love of the Sikhs next to Faizalpuria Misl. Sardar Jassa 

Singh was the originator of this Misl and got the name from the village Ahluwalia. From 

1748 to 1767, The Panth had to face an uproar and at that time, Jassa Sing was the first 

who kept the nation progressing and emerge victoriously.239 After his death, the 

leadership of this Misl went into the hands of Bhag Singh who was too weak to succeed 

in the expansion of his influence. His successor Fateh Singh, who became a foster 
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brother of Ranjit Singh, merged it in his own Misl.240 The territory of its influence is 

confined to Kapurthala. Ranjit Singh utilized this Misl for his purposes. The strength of 

its warriors was 3000 and once it reached a high mark of 7000 too. 

1.9.3.7. Kanaihya or Ghanais Misl: 

It is said that Amar Singh Kingra was the originator of this Misl but the majority 

of erudite advocated of Jai Singh for its foundation. It took its name from the native 

village of Jai Singh. It is said that he went to Amritsar to baptize as a Sikh and the 

people asked him the name of the town. He replied that I am of Kanah241 and resembled 

Kanaihya himself. Kanaihya is the name of Lord Krishna. S. Khushal Singh and S. Jai 

Singh, derived from the name of the village of their chief.242 This Misl played a very 

active role in the struggle of the Sikhs in Punjab. It was considered among three 

pioneers Misls. Only Sukarchakia and Bhangi could offer a war for supremacy. A large 

area of Punjab was under its influence. In 1763, this Misl was in the lead at the time of 

the Kasur attacks. At that time Bhangi Misl was in full swing. Jai Singh decided to fight 

with them but due to their extra power, he signed a treaty with Sukarchakia. In 1774, 

Bhangi fought a war against the combined force of Sukarchakia and Kanaihya Misls. 

Sardar Jhanda Singh was defeated and killed at the site. After this war, they forwarded 

towards Ramgarhia Misl and Ahluwalia Misl also assisted them. They captured the 

regions of Kalanoor and Batala and ordered them to leave Punjab. The major victory of 

this Misl was the occupation of Kangra.243 The strength of this Misl was between 5000 

and 10000. 

1.9.3.8. Faizalpuria or Singhpuria Misl: 

This Misl was the most respected among the Sikhs. Nawab Kapoor Singh was 

its founder. He belonged to the village Faizalpur. Therefore, its name was derived from 

the village of its leader. The strength of this Misl was 2500 soldiers. This Misl came 

under the leadership of Khushal Singh and Bodh Singh. Khushal Singh took possession 

of Nurpur, Jalandhar, Bharatgarh, Patti, and Berhampur. But later on, his territory of 

jurisdiction shrank to Taran Tiran, Jandiala and Patti. This Misl always enjoyed the 

assist of other Misls.244 Punjab could not come under its forefront. Bhangi Misl wanted 

 
240 Ibid., 478-79. 
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to seize its territories but could not do so. Lastly, Ranjit Singh annexed it into his 

domain.245 

1.9.3.9. Daliwalia Misl: 

The originator of this Misl was Gulaba Singh of Daliwal. In 1745, Surbat Khalsa 

passed a resolution to construct a fort on the bank of the Ravi River to stop the enemy 

and be equipped to take refuge.246  This fortress was built in the village of Daliwal. 

After the completion of the fort, Gurdyal Singh was appointed in charge of the fort to 

look after it. For the services rendered in defense of the fort, he was named Daliwalia. 

He was a Jathydar of a Jatha of Tarona Dal and thus the name of the Misl was originated 

from the village of Daliwal. After his death, Misl was led by Tara Singh. He and his 

Misl were treated with much respect and they confronted the invasions of Abdali with 

determination. They joined hands with Bhangi at the time of attacking Kasur.247 This 

Misl had almost 9000 warriors. Its jurisdiction was restricted to a few villages which 

later on, Ranjit Singh annexed its territories with his Kingdom.248 

1.9.3.10. Sukarchakia Misl: 

Sukarchakia is the only one that succeeded most in the mutual and internal crack 

of the Misls. The founder of this Misl was known as Nodh Singh, yet, Charhat Singh 

originated its name from his village Sukarchak.249 Sukar means narrow and small while 

Chak identifies a minor region of land. It achieved its dream of conquering all the 

territories west of the river Sutlej.250 Other Misls kept earning celebrities from time to 

time, yet, this Misl was famous for its stable position. It was the only Misl that enjoyed 

supreme admiration from 1780 till the early period of the nineteenth century. It became 

very famous after Abdali’s influence in Punjab. After his death, Mahan Singh handled 

the matters of the Misl. He, to reestablish Jassa Singh, supported him to recover his lost 

areas. This relation proved very beneficial to him. He did not expand his regional 

influence in Trans Ravi and sustained it at Gujranwala and Ram Nagar.251 In 1792, after 

the death of Mahan Singh, Ranjit Singh took control of his hand. This Misl had almost 
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7000 warriors and its power did not fluctuate much. The merging of the Punjab and 

launching the Sikh Kingdom here go to the tribute of this Misl.252 

1.9.3.11. Krorh Singhia Misl: 

S. Krorha Singh participated in Amrit at the hands of Kapoor Sing and became 

a Sikh. He also became a Jathydar of Tarona Dal. In 1748, he prepared his own separate 

Jatha and gave it the name of Karorha Singh. He belonged to Punj Garh, so it was 

sometimes called Punjgurhia.253 The area under its influence was east of the river Sutlej. 

After the death of its originator and prominent leader, Beghal Singh took over its 

responsibility. He raised a Dal of 30000 warriors and captured Noor Mahal to defeat 

Muhammad Khan Saddozai, the Naib of Muzaffar Khan. Due to the effort of this Misl, 

Red Fort had gone in the lap of the Sikhs. As a result, Shah Aalam had to sign a treaty 

with the Sikhs.254 

1.9.3.12. Phulkian Misl: 

This Misl arose in the region south of the River Sutlej and was considered the 

twelfth Misl. Its founder was Baba Ala Singh. It did not become a part of Dal Khalsa 

like the eleven others. It drew its foundation to Phul, a Sidhu Jat of the Mehraj village, 

now situated in the Bathinda district of Punjab.255 It remained for a long time even 

during Ranjit Singh’s period, it retained its identity. When the effect of Zakariya Khan 

was considering heavy on the Sikhs, Ala Singh reached to help the Sikhs. He had seized 

a large area and made Patiala its center. He had assisted the Marathas in the third battle 

of Panipat.256 After Ala Singh’s death, his grandson Amar Singh took the control of this 

Misl. He shortly occupied the territories of Saidabad, Maleer Kotla, Manimajra, Sarsah, 

Farid Kot, Kotakpura, and Bathinda. This Misl had almost 1040 soldiers. After his 

demise in 1782, his son Sahib Singh made his successor. He was a child, so Bibi Sahib 

Kaur and Rajinder Kaur took over the control of this Misl. With the seizure of Punjab 

by Ranjit Singh, the situation changed completely.257 It could not pull on well with the 

Maharaja and requested the British to assist. The British signed a treaty with the 

Maharaja in 1809 and thus these states reserved their autonomous identity. 
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Abdali’s recurrent assaults, from 1747-1767, created misperception and 

disorder in Punjab and the whole of north-western India. Sikh Jathas fought against the 

invader and assisted the peasantry. Steadily various villages began to search for 

protection and started giving Rakhi to the Sikh chiefs.258 This led to the development 

of the Rakhi system. Lahore, from 1748-1765, had fifteen governors with Mir Manu. 

After the third Abdali invasion of 1751-52, Lahore and Multan became part of the 

Afghan empire but he continued as governor. In November 1753, his death marked the 

end of the Afghan control and systematized government. The Sikhs filled this space by 

Rakhi, on payment of one-fifth of the harvest production.259  

 Ranjit Singh’s ancestors were the only chiefs who profited from the lawlessness 

of twenty years. From that instant, the Sikhs began to establish themselves into a tough 

and solid union. The Sikhs stretched themselves over the country and captured it as a 

perpetual legacy.260 Abdali made a slight struggle to win them and sent an ambassador 

with a plan for the treaty of harmony. The Sikhs rejected this plan and insulted the 

ambassador. Thus, Abdali failed to put down the Sikhs because they were everywhere 

and yet indefinable. They displayed boldness against Abdali’s armies. The peasants 

sheltered them, tended the injured, and gave them food.261 Abdali issued an ordinance 

to the Zamindars to capture and kill all the Sikhs but he turned to Lahore from Sialkot 

and entered the capital on December 22, 1766. The Sikhs had regained the whole of 

Punjab at the end of 1768.262 They struck coins as a sign of supremacy. The people 

including the Muslims desired the Sikh rule to firm up. They began to look upon the 

Sikhs than as infidels. This revolution of heart was the most conclusive dynamic in the 

victory of Ranjit Singh later. Bulleh Shah, a Sufi Saint, willingly welcomed the Sikh 

rule.263 

After 1767, the linkage of a common enemy and the danger of Abdali vanished. 

The influence of the Mughals and the Marathas had also destabilized Punjab. Thus, 

egoistic motivations were raised, political ambitions, disharmonies, and mutual 

violence started between the various Misls. They started intensifying their territory of 
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influence. Thus, the whole Punjab was divided into twelve portions.264 Maha Singh 

established himself as a single master of a substantial quantity of territory. He 

controlled this territory until his demise in 1792. After him, Ranjit Singh steadily 

prolonged his territory and became the sole monarch of Punjab.265 It was clear that the 

Misls had looked their day and if Punjab was to live independent, it would have to be 

unified under one man who had the authority to eradicate the Misls and insight to 

construct a state in which the Muslims, the Sikhs, and the Hindus could call their 

own.266 Cunningham considers the Misls as a Theocratic Confederate Feudalism. He 

opines that these Misls were Jagirdari centered on religion. From a spiritual point, they 

reinforced one ideology. Their political goal was the same but when they reflected, it 

will be clear that it is not right to say them religious confederate feudalism.267 

1.9.4. Sikh Kingdom (1799-1849): 

During the late eighteenth century, Punjab came to be divided into a large 

number of independent political units numbering about one hundred and fifty. Nearly 

forty of these were in the hills, thirty-one in the lower doabs, fifty-six in the middle 

doabs, and twenty-five in the Cis-Sutlej region of Punjab. The dawn of the 19th century 

observed two major developments in the Subcontinent. On the political scenario of the 

land of the five rivers, a brilliant story of armed struggle and success happened which 

was completed by the marvelous victories of Ranjit Singh who made Punjab practically 

the Sikh empire.268 The second was the British subjugation of Delhi in 1803, which 

finished the Maratha power in Northern India. After controlling the Sukarchakia, Ranjit 

Singh’s main aspiration was to get control of Lahore because the Sikhs had regarded it 

as the political hub. At that time, the city was under the control of the Bhangi Misl since 

1764 and was reigned by Lehna Singh’s three sons.269 

People were hopeless with their unfortunate governess and Ranjit Singh was 

said that the residents would delight at their coup. Shah Zaman had assaulted India in 

1795 and 1797, yet during his third invasion in 1798, he was succeeded to conquer 

Lahore.270 When he was trying to recover his father’s lost provinces then he heard the 
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news of the aggression of the Shah of Persia at Kabul. At this moment, he left here his 

twelve guns which he could not be taken with him, and sent a letter to Ranjit promising 

him the provision of Lahore if he would convey the gun to Peshawar. The appeal was 

accepted and Shah granted him Lahore. Ranjit Singh, with the support of Shah’s 

authority and Sada Kaur’s troops, reached the city, the gates were opened and the people 

greeted him warmly.271 In 1801, he assumed the title of Maharaja, and then in 1802, he, 

allying with the Ahluwalia, captured Amritsar in 1802. In a few years, all assets of 

Bhangi Misl were annexed. He attacked Kasur in 1801 and Multan in 1803.272  

On April 25, 1809, he signed the treaty of Amritsar with the British and thus the 

river Sutlej was accepted the border area between them. From 1807 to 1809, he 

dominated Kangra, Rajouri, Jammu, Chumba, Bhimbar, and Nurpur. Kashmir was 

beaten in 1814 but annexed in 1819. Attock was captured in 1813 whilst Multan and 

Peshawar in 1818. Similarly, Dera Ghazi Khan, Hazara, and Dara-Ismail khan were 

annexed in 1821. He was welcomed warmly by the natives. The dominions triumphed 

by the Sikhs were between the 28th and 36th of north latitude and the 71st and 77th zeniths 

of east longitude. It consisted of 450 miles from Panipat to Khyber Pass including 

Ranjit’s conquests.273  

Maybe, Sikhism is a religion that flourishes on oppression, yet the period of 

religious tolerance and freedom, which concurred with the sovereignty of the Maharaja, 

led to the decay of the Khalsa and a distorting of the Hindu-Sikh differences. These 

produced little worry until Punjab became the section of the Christian movement from 

1834 trailed by that of the Hindu activist movement known as the Arya Semaj. The 

Sikh reaction came in the shape of Nirankari, Namdhari, and Sigh Sabah which led to 

a cleansing of Sikh rites, educational modifications, and the expansion of a new 

idealism correlated to a Sikh renaissance.274 
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CHAPTER NO: 2 

MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH AND CONQUEST OF MULTAN 

2.1. Background: 

In the eighteenth century, Northern India had turned into the phase of the 

conflict of two extraordinary, notable powers, the Mughal kingdom built up by the 

Turkish traveler Babar in 1526 and Khalsa by Guru Gobind.1 In 1707, when Aurangzeb 

inhaled his last, the Mughal Empire had stretched out from Kabul to Dhaka and from 

Deccan to Kashmir. His Kingdom had achieved its peak, so it gradually set in after his 

demise.2 The sons of the deceased ruler, to hold the Delhi throne, adopted the pattern 

of wars to defeat other petitioners in which nobles favored one side and separated their 

pound of tissue from defeaters and the defeated. These wars partitioned the 

graciousness and annihilated the consistency of focal power.3 The nobles who were the 

focal bureaucracy disregarded the real repetitive task of the State. The principal treasury 

got no normal income. There was no cash to pay the troopers or frivolous authorities. 

Once the rulers got external support to win the crown, they then did not have the ethical 

quality to choose eligible Wazirs. What was going on in Delhi was being revised in 

smaller states too. 

The ministers of the Mughal Rulers made no move to fortify the central power 

but they acted just when their particular seat was in threat. Subsequently, the Subas split 

away one by one. The earliest was Nizam-u1-Mulk, Governor of Deccan, who split far 

from Delhi. He had surrendered Wazirship in 1724 and permanently isolated himself 

from Delhi affairs. He established an autonomous realm, however, he considered 

himself a delegate of the Mughal ruler, but by and by his demonstrations were all 

independent. The Kingdom, due to inward issues of party politics and the shortcomings 

of the Mughal Emperor, had turned into a community with Nadir Shah's invasion in 

1739.4 Nadir Shah was killed in 1747 and Ahmad Shah, trusted General of Nadir Shah, 

assumed control and launched a series of attacks into North India from 1748 to 1764. 

Nadir Shah had previously attached Suba of Kabul, Multan, some parts of Punjab, and 

the Sind lying west of the Indus River. Abdali, who followed Nadir Shah, went there 
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and designated his governors in Lahore and Sarhind. Unperceived by the neighborhood, 

rulers it was the start of the colonization of India by the British East India Company.5 

2.2. The ancestral history of Ranjit Sigh: 

The ascent of the Sikhs as another power in Northern India was not sudden, 

rather it was a continuous procedure extending admirably over the whole eighteenth 

century. Guru Gobind Singh, before his decease in 1708, had collaborated with Banda 

Bahadur to attack the Mughal Kingdom. In two or three years, Samana, Sarhind, 

Jullundur, and the adjacent zones went under the Khalsa Raj. Disobedience had not 

only shaken the Mughal Government but also ascended the full anger of imperial 

reprisal. In the end, Banda Bahadur and a large portion of his devotees were caught and 

put to death in 1716.6 It denoted the start of a battle for the autonomy of the Khalsa 

from the Mughal rulers. By the mid-eighteenth century, as the Afghans displaced the 

Mughals in the seats of power, just the adversaries changed and the Khalsa battle 

proceeded. As a result, Ranjit Singh, an adventurous Sikh Chief, and grandson of Charat 

Singh set up a Kingdom and raised a solid armed force for its security. Normally, 

flexibility acquired with such effort introduced a prominent soul among the Sikh 

warriors. By what other means, these warriors of Punjab could encounter and win the 

battles. 

Charat Singh died in 1774 because of a corporeal injury got as a result of the 

blast.7 At that time, his son Maha Singh was ten years of age, so Mai Desan, widow of 

Charat Singh, took the control of the Misl.8 She was an experienced woman who 

enhanced her Misl's conditions by fitting marital coalitions.9 In 1774, Mai Desan 

wedded her younger daughter, Raj Kaur, to Sahib Singh, and Maha Singh to the 

daughter of Gajpat Singh. The patronage and provision stretched out to Sukerchakia 

Misl by Jai Singh Kanaihya, a companion of Charat Singh, and permitted Maha Singh 

to merge his position. Within a couple of years, he felt sufficiently strong to hold Kotle 

Ahangaran, near Sialkot.10 
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2.3. Ranjit Singh’s birth and life sketch: 

In 1788, Maha Singh came to know about the undertaking for the imprisonment 

of Rasulnagar11 by the Sikhs. The reason for this assault was that the tribe had offered 

an extensive piece of arms to the Bhangi Misl, uncontrolled by the Abdali, and fixed 

them in a store across the river Chenab.12 This was much celebrity and was assured for 

the Khalsa to be appropriated by a gathering of chiefs. Hence, Rasulnagar was attacked 

and obstructed for four months. Bhangi Sikhs, being utilized at the time in raiding and 

looking for assets, or in demanding tribute in Multan and Bahawalpur regions, failed to 

manage the cost of aid.13 

Thus, the place tumbled to Maha Singh who secured incredible status by this 

early deed of arms. Numerous liberty Sardars, who had previously attached themselves 

to the Bhangi Misl, exchanged their service and liked to live under his expression and 

fortification. Two years after this, a child, named Ranjit Singh, was destined to Maha 

Singh on November 13, 1780.14 This news was received by Maha Singh during the 

fortification of Kot Pir Muhammad, Sayyidnagar, and Manchar. He assaulted Sahiwal 

and made it his tributary. The disputing among the Bhangis offered an incentive to their 

particular destruction and Maha Singh quickly attempted to grow his State and Rakhi 

Lands. He seized the Bhangi regions of Pindi Bhattian, Isa Khel, and Musa Khel. When 

the huge Bhangi Misl confronted him, he increased quickly in his quality and stature. 

Meanwhile, Abdali’s son, Timur Shah, pushed them from Multan and protected his 

colonies of Bahawalpur, Mankera, and the Sind from their violation.15 Maha Singh got 

himself unable to battle with the joint forces of the Bhangi and Kanaihya Misls. He set 

out to reinforce himself and affiliated with Jassa Singh and the Raja Sansar Chand 

Katoch.16  

 
11 Noor Muhammad Chattha populated a town in Gujranwala and built a fort namely Kot Noor 

Muhammad. Later on, his son, Pir Muhammad called it Rasulnagar, yet during the Sikh regime it was 

given name of Ramnagar. 
12 Henry T. Prinsep, op.cit., 41. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Narendra Krishna Sinha, Maharaja Ranjit Singh (Calcutta: A Mukherjee Publication, 1933), 17. 
15 Ibid., 24. According to Asghar Ali, Ranjit Singh was born on November 2, 11780. See, Syed Asghar 

Ali Shah Jafri’s Tarikh-e-Punjab (Lahore: New Book Palace, n.d), 279. 
16 Katoch is a Rajput clan of the Chandravanshi lineage, earlier known as Trigart Raje. They first find 

mention in the Hindu epics Ramayana and Mahabharata, then in the era of Alexander the Great, during 

which time an area near to Kangra may have been ruled by a Katoch king. See, Syed Muhammad Latif, 
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In February 1785, Jai Singh’s son, Gurbakhsh Singh died in a fight that occurred 

between the two revelries at Achal,17 while his troops continued the flight. So, Jai Singh 

pulled back from the field and litigated for peace.18 In 1786, Ranjit Singh was troubled 

with smallpox. The illness took an ominous turn. His life was threatened, yet after a lot 

of supplication, appropriation of charity, and prescription, he recovered. His illness left 

a large number of marks all over his face and he lost one eye too. That’s why he is 

known as Kana.19 Sada Kaur met Ranjit Singh's mother at Jawalamukhi temple where 

she appealed to God for his healing. It is trusted that the assurance of Mehtab Kaur’s 

wedding to Ranjit Singh can recover him. Same year Ranjit Singh improved and the 

marriage was celebrated.20 Jai Singh, having lost his capable son and being of old man, 

got the assent of Maha Singh to marry his granddaughter, Mehtab Kaur, with Ranjit 

Singh.21 This development secured the fellowship of Maha Singh and Jai Singh.22 

During this period, Maha Singh engaged in settling the region, and thus, he 

gained his objectives and broadened his impact. The Bhangi had lost their essential 

Sardars so they, having planned to build up themselves in Multan, brought an Afghan 

armed force, which regained the city and further threw them from Bahawalpur and 

Mankera.23 Maha Singh next invaded Sahib Singh in the Sodhra fortress. This attack 

lasted for three months and then canceled when Maha Singh was all of a sudden fell 

ill.24 Considering his end had come, Maha Singh tied a turban on Ranjit Singh's head 

with his own hands as a sign of his chain. He sent Ranjit Singh along with Dal Singh, 

his most trusted partner, to lead the attack. Maha Singh was exiled from the field of 

combat to his fort in Gujranwala where he ended after a couple of days in April 1790.25 

In this way, at the youthful age of 22 years, Maha Singh accomplished a place 

of power for Sukerchakia Misl which left a mediating impact in the undertakings of 

Punjab. After his demise, the procedure of the unification of Punjab was deferred by 

ten years.  During this period, the British progressed from Allahabad to Delhi, and thus, 

to a great extent, the geopolitical scene in Northern India changed. The British were in 
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a position to intrude on the undertakings of the Sikh Sardars of the Malwa and influence 

Ranjit Singh.26 The whole goods, tributes, incomes, Rakhis27 , and fines went into the 

state treasury and they were not disseminated among his officers. Along these lines, 

Ranjit Singh set up his own inconsequential Kingdom and sowed the seed of the Sikh 

government, and acquired his patrimony.28 

During the early days of his rule, Ranjit Singh needed to battle and stifle various 

chiefs to unite his kingdom. He crushed the Afghans and pushed them outside the 

Khyber, which is presently the western border of Pakistan. The accomplishments of his 

army might be credited to its inspiration and rich legacy. At that time, there were no 

formal schools of military training, yet he rearranged and prepared his armed force for 

the day when his kingdom might gauge swords with the British. He died on June 27, 

1839, and the reign of his successors did not last long. Yet, the Khalsa Army, in its 

many fights with the British, stood enduring and battled valiantly and acquired the 

recognition of their enemies.29 He enjoyed horse racing, sword, and lance, wrestling 

and shooting, and demonstrated no enthusiasm for writing or reading. The issues of the 

Misl were supervised by his mother, Raj Kaur. The 24-year-old mother was helped by 

Maha Singh’s two trusted officers, Diwan Lakhpat Rai, in charge of regulatory 

obligations, revenue collection, and acknowledgment of tribute, and Misr Laiq Ram, 

guardian of the family issues.30 The general power was practiced by Dal Singh, Chief 

of Akalgarh, who was the maternal uncle of Maha Singh. In 1786, he married Mehtab 

Kaur, who plotted with Dal Singh and forced Ranjit Singh to assume control of 

Sukerchakia Misl at an early age.31 

2.4. Ranjit Singh’s habitual, physical and spiritual character: 

Ranjit Singh was a man of medium size and had compensation looks in his 

nature. Numerous European and Indian men of honor went to his court and expounded 

 
26 Ibid., 25. 
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his physical components and qualities. They narrated that he was not good-looking, but 

rather his face was such spectacular that it quickly left a wonder of his valiance and 

mettle on the psyches of the individuals who saw him. His long white facial hair, 

coming down to his navel, made his face solid. Even though he frequently exhorted his 

subjects in perfect and exorbitant dresses, yet he always wore a plain and clean dress.32 

He had extremely straightforward behavior. From the prime minister of the State to the 

household servants, all could chat with him. His memory was too sharp to recall the 

names of ordinary servants and called them by name.33 This was the only thing that 

made him, to a great degree, prominent with his kin. He was desirous of riding since 

his childhood. As he grew up, he proved to be such a brave and master rider that it was 

hard to observe a rider to be his match. Thus, he was tremendously desirous of keeping 

the best horses in his stable. He was fond of chasing tigers and panthers and used to 

finish them with his lance or shimmering sword. Once he learned that a tiger has been 

seen in an adjacent forest, he left his engagement and focused his consideration on his 

pursuit.34 

Ranjit Singh was valiant and a conceived trooper. Whenever he found his 

officers and soldiers in a trouble on the battlefield or considered them unable to triumph 

over the adversary, he at once appeared on the scene and proceeded with his tempered 

sword and pushed the foe away from the combat zone. He was dauntless and extremely 

attached to listen to the stories of valor. On hearing the story of Hari Singh Nalwa's 

valiance, he began to think deeply about that courageous chief who had choked a 

panther alone without any weapon.35 He was an extraordinary benefactor of courageous 

warriors and, generally, stimulated them with prizes. Sets of gold bangles and necklaces 

were present in Toshahkhana36 which constantly accompanied the Maharaja. Whenever 

an officer showed an accomplishment of his boldness, he at once gave him a bangle or 

a necklace in front of the whole armed force. The motive behind this was to inspire the 

remaining troopers so that they would strive with each other to show valiance and 

 
32 “Personality of the Maharaja,” www.searchsikhism.com, January 26, 2016, accessed August 1, 

2017, http://document_URL_entry. 
33 Narendra Krishna Sinha, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 211. 
34 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 2:204. 
35 Lepel Henry Griffin, Rulers of India: Ranjit Singh (Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1893), 118-22. 
36 Toshahkhana is a word of Persian or Sanskrit origin that literally translates into "treasure-house". In 

India, a Toshahkhana is a place where princes store "gifts and emblems of honor that they received for 

their posterity. 
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legitimacy to get prizes. Correspondingly, the warriors, who were slaughtered or 

injured on the battlefield, were granted subsistence Jagirs or Rozina.37 

Ranjit Singh has always been an early riser. He goes out to have fresh air on 

horseback, however, the remaining time sat in a palanquin.38 Whether it is tidy or rain, 

summer or winter, he must go day by day without a break, for his morning trip.39 After 

his trip, he, having taken a hasty breakfast, used to hold his court which continued till 

noon. His morning Durbar was not usually held inside the building of Diwan-i-Aam40, 

however, he held it everywhere per his desire. He might sit in the shade of a tree or 

under a tent. At the time of morning Durbar, he listened to the reports of officials of 

diverse institutions and issued necessary orders. After that, he had his lunch and took a 

rest for half an hour.41 Then, for one and a half hours, he listened to the recitation of 

Granth Sahib.42 Generally, at this time, he saw a parade of the troops and then, on his 

return, listened to grievances, protests, and appeals.43 

He was a persevering and vivacious man. He enjoyed work and action. He 

offered thoughtfulness even about minor matters. He would issue Parwanas for the 

shoeing of stallions and the payment of their everyday remittances for fodder. Besides 

this, he usually verbalized orders for his officers. But, after listening to the reports from 

different spots, he would command to pass them which the Peshkar44 note down hastily. 

Under his instruction, one Peshkar must always exist for him.45 Whenever he recalled 

any imperative work, the Peshkar noted it down immediately and, as indicated by 

practice, also entered the time, event, and place of his instruction. Like other incredible 

persons, his tendency was not to delay any work recorded for the day till tomorrow. 

This was an awesome mystery of his prosperity. 

In his childhood, he never got a chance to get an education because, in those 

days, Sikh chiefs had neither affection for education nor did they have the relaxation to 

 
37 Ibid., 155-157. 
38 In India and the East, a covered litter for one passenger of a large box carried on two horizontal poles 

by four of six bearers. 
39 Shahamat Ali, The Sikhs and the Afghans (London: John Murray and Albemarle, 1847), 17. 
40 Diwan-i-Aam is a hall of audience where the emperors and kings received member of the general 

public and heard their grievances. It is dedicated to Shah Jahan, who built a hall of 100 feet in length and 

60 feet in width. It was divided into 27 square bays on a system of columns which support the arches. 
41 Ibid., 17. 
42 There are ten Gurus in Sikhism, yet Guru Granth Sahib, a holy book of Sikhism is considered as the 

eleventh Guru which has eternity. 
43 Ibid., 17-18. 
44 An official, who would maintain the accounts of the State, give the judgment and control the treasury. 
45 Ibid., 114-115. 



 

67 
 

focus their consideration on it.46 In the early period of the eighteenth century, the 

presence of the Sikh religion and Khalsa people was in peril. Development of education 

and craftsmanship steadily happened at the time of peace and serenity, yet during those 

days, the nation had said farewell to such conditions due to the uncontrolled disorder.47 

Despite being dispossessed of erudite information, he was a remarkably educated 

person whose insight handled general learning. European voyagers, who visited his 

court, narrate that he was so well-informed that he began to talk about fragile matters 

of varied interests.48 He felt cheerful in the company of educated individuals and 

respected as well as appreciated them, yet, during his rule, he could not familiarize 

education in his State.49 For doing so, he neither had the conditions for such dynamic 

measures nor did he get enough time to seek such plans. He was desirous of knowing 

new things. He requested Captain Wade to write an extensive note on the civil code of 

his government and the administrative code of the English Parliament. He instructed 

Sohan Lal Suri, the lawyer of his court, to make its interpretation into Persian. Thus, 

the regulations of the English Court Marshal were decoded too.50 

In the light of previous truths, it is obvious that this phenomenal individual, 

having started his profession as a head of a little territory, built an endless kingdom 

within a brief period. Despite his busyness, he made his armed forces a top-notch 

battling power and improved the ceremony and brilliance of his court with 

shrewdness.51 He set up cordial relations with the neighboring States based on his 

intelligence and broad-mindedness. 

2.5. Multan on the eve of Ranjit Singh’s invasions: 

On the eve of Ranjit Singh's intrusion, there were some autonomous empires, 

which had sorted out themselves under their tribal pioneers. These pioneers were the 

Pathans of Kasur, Chatthas of Rasulnagar, Sials of Jhang, Tiwanas of Shahpur, and 

Bilochs of Khushab and Awans of Sahiwal. Ultimately these States, governed by the 

Pathans, were running on behalf of the king of Kabul. These were Multan, Dera Ghazi 

Khan, Mankera and Peshawar, Bahawalpur, Bannu, Tonk, and Hazara.52 Even the Sikh 

Sardars were openly enjoying the civil war. To unite and shape a unified political union 

 
46 Narendra Krishna Sinha, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 18. 
47 Ibid., 274-277. 
48 Lepel Henry Griffin, Rulers of India: Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 117. 
49 Narendra Krishna Sinha, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 210. 
50 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 2:785-787. 
51 Narendra Krishna Sinha, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 211. 
52 Imperial Gazetteer of India, op.cit., 1:31. 



 

68 
 

of all the above narrow-minded chiefs, it was necessary to inspire them to frame a 

cautious military organization against external attacks53 A brief sketch of Ranjit’s 

victories, to defeat the Muslim tribes in the north and central districts and acquisition 

of Multan, Kashmir, Peshawar, and Derajat, is given.54 

Multan was ruled by an Afghan family, who was appointed as Nawabs in 1738, 

at the time of Nadir Shah’s invasion. The Mughal Government, which was very anxious 

to strengthen its distant provinces by a system of decentralization, was too weak to 

control it.55 In 1802, Muzaffar Khan, for the first time, saw Ranjit Singh who had 

marched from Lahore to Multan. After covering the distance of thirty miles, Nawab 

came out to meet him and the chiefs, having interchanged valuable presents, parted as 

very good friends.56 At that time, the area of Multan under Muzaffar Khan prolonged 

its limits to the Chenab, Ravi, and the Sutlej. Besides this, Muzaffargarh, Moradabad, 

Khangarh, Rangpur, and Ghazanfargarh were also merged in Multan. While Lodhran, 

Kahror, Mailsi, Dunyapur, and Kabula, though located on this side of the Sutlej and the 

Ravi, were excluded in Multan.57 The length of the Multan region was 110 miles and 

the broadness was 70 miles.58 A little area, close to the river, was rich, yet the remaining 

region was infertile and meagerly populated. During the Sikh political agitation, 

numerous towns were demolished. The total income of Multan was 500000 rupees, of 

which 250000 was settled at the tribute and paid routinely to the Afghan King.59 

Nawab’s army comprised 2000 men and 20 firearms, however, the number could be 

increased in crisis by gathering 10000 to 12000 civilian army. Muzaffar Khan made 

adequate plans for the barrier of the Fort and the city. He developed a store for 

ammunition in the Fortress. He provided extraordinary consideration to the enlistment 

and the preparation of his officers. He was kind to cavalry, therefore, a noteworthy 

portion of his customary armed force comprised of cavalry.60 

The Sikhs were hopeless because they could not assault Multan for over 6 

years.61 The reason was that Nawab Muzaffar Khan had set up sincere relations with 
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all the conspicuous Muslims of India. He gave them donations and paid regard to 

everyone who came to his Kingdom since he was aware of the whole political 

circumstances in Northern India.62 He had attempted to merge the Muslims of Multan, 

however, observing their shortcomings, he decided a constant battle to defend his State 

from the hostility of the Sikhs. He, with such an extraordinary certainty, began to 

govern in Multan that Timur Shah could not attack India after 1789.63 When Timur 

Shah expanded the amount of revenue in Multan then he needed to gather the revenues 

with the cruelty which was disdained by his kin.64 Though his government had to face 

non-stop battles, nonetheless, he focused his consideration on the betterment and 

improvement of his subjects. He founded Musan Hatti 65 on that road which leads from 

Multan to Dera Ghazi Khan.66 He wished to construct a fortress, so in 1794, the city 

and fort of Muzaffargarh were founded.67 

Furthermore, during the Leiah campaign in 1794, Sarfraz Khan’s life was ended 

and his brothers, Abd-us-Samad Khan and Hafiz Sarbuland Khan began to fight with 

each other. The Afghan King had surpassed an order to the Subedar of Multan to divide 

equally all of the Jagirs among them.68 Abd-us-Samad Khan had denied accepting this 

division. This created bitterness between Abd-us-Samad khan and the Nawab. Syed 

Hamid Gilani, the Makhdum of Ouch, had a strained relationship with Nawab of 

Bahawalpur. The reason was that he was eager to increase his political impact in the 

region which made the Nawab aggressive. 

The year 1801 saw many crucial incidents because, in Afghanistan, Shah Zaman 

was ousted at the age of 32 after 9 year’s disturbing rule. His elder brother, Mahmud, 

was professed the King with the assist of the Barakzais. In India, Ranjit Singh 

succeeded in seizing a massive territory of West Punjab. Nizam-ud-Din, the Nazim of 

Kasur, also proclaimed his supremacy. The family disputes of the Saddozais endorsed 

Ranjit Sigh to fulfill his terrible plans towards the Muslims of the Punjab and Multan.69 

Due to this converting scenario, Nawab Muzaffar Khan also organized himself 

to obtain political advantages. Throughout the reign of Shah Mahmud, Afghanistan was 
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certainly dominated through his Wazir Fateh Khan Barakzai. Nawab Muzaffar Khan 

also halted the yearly tribute to Kabul. All the above events inspired Ranjit Singh to 

attack Multan. He was an imperialist and expansionist while the weaknesses and 

alarming situation of Afghans, the Saddozai chiefs, and the Subedar of Multan provided 

him a golden opportunity to quench his policy of expansionism. 

2.6. Ranjit Singh’s interests and planning about expansionism: 

Ranjit Singh, a formidable Sikh chief, appeared on the scene of Punjab to make 

his State circumvallated by a sturdy border. He, in the starting, faced serious dangers to 

establish his splendid authority over some huge or small States located in the southern 

parts of Punjab. Multan, due to its socio-cultural resemblance and geographical 

cohesion, might be conquered with the aid of overseas strength so that the Sikh 

Kingdom could be established in Punjab.70 To Ranjit Singh, all was fair in expanding 

the maximum limitations of his state, so he used all fair and foul strategies to acquire 

his intention of expansion.71 

 Through the treaty of Amritsar (1809), the eastward expansion was barred and 

the Sikh rule would now boast only at the expense of the Kabul Empire that still held 

Kashmir, Attock, Peshawar, Dera Ghazi Khan, Kohat, Dera Ismail Khan, and Bannu 

Ranjit Singh, having so-called sovereignty over Multan, lost all hopes to set up his 

authority in the southeast of Punjab.72 Multan, due to its massive annual revenue, was 

a large enchantment for him. He was terribly in need of finance to build a huge army 

so that he might consolidate and maintain complete control over the territories of the 

western and northern parts of the country. Usually, by political need and economic 

benefits, the occupation of Multan was his priority.73 Without owning its hold, the Sikh 

state might be on the verge of a volcano. His transactions with Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk and 

other rulers of Peshawar, Bahawalpur, Multan, and Kashmir, whose territories had been 

attached to his own, were the brilliant occasions of his career.74 

2.7. The Sikh-Afghan expeditions and annexation of Multan: 

We know that the Multan province, earlier than the Afghans or the Sikhs regime, 

used to be a part of the Mughal Empire. It, along with Sind, used to be yielded to Ahmad 
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Shah Abdali in 1757. In 1767, the Bhangi Misl made their first attempt to capture 

Multan, yet in 1772, they were invited to intervene in a dispute for the governorship of 

Multan between Shuja Khan Saddozais and Haji Sharif Beg. They defeated the 

combined forces of Shuja Khan and the Nawab of Bahawalpur. The Bhangis, instead 

of giving the region to the host, detained the fort and proclaimed Multan as a Khalsa 

territory.75 Their rule continued for seven years. In 1779, Timur Shah walked to Multan 

with a huge armed force and, after the siege of 40 days, constrained the Sikh battalion 

to empty Multan.76 He nominated Muzaffar Khan as Governor of Multan. This chief, 

from that point until his demise in 1818, was involved in a consistent conflict of arms 

with the Sikhs.77 At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Abdali’s empire in the 

neighboring States of Afghanistan was demolishing due to the civil war. Timur’s four 

sons, Humayun, Mahmud, Shah Zaman, and Shah Shuja, had started to fight for 

sovereignty. Thus, the territory of the Multan became the objective of Ranjit Singh's 

expansionism.78 After the occupation of Lahore, Ranjit Singh had not only provoked 

the other Misl chiefs but also the Nawab of Kasur to launch his expeditions of extension. 

Infrequently, he traced the course of an objective and thus his expeditions expanded 

over several years. He went back and again going back and thus, recurring to his 

objective without observing any constant time, he succeeded to capture the Punjab 

Frontiers such as Multan, Kashmir, Mankera, and Peshawar. 

 The Province of Multan was 175 km long and 120 km wide. Four important 

rivers; the Indus, Ravi, Chenab, and the Sutlej ran through it. It was an antique and 

wealthy city located at the East bank of the river Chenab in the mid of a massive 

wasteland. It was the most essential trading hub for caravans that entered central Asia 

through the Bolan Pass. Many victors adopted the Multan route to reach the heart of 

Hindustan.79 It is located on the edge of the rivers and was enclosed through a wall 

about five km in the perimeter. The external side of this wall was sixteen meters high. 

The wall had plentiful towers and six gates. The vast dust and brick fortress was located 

on another excessive mound within the city wall. In 1808, Elphinstone Mountstuart 

who toured the city found that it was 6.5 km from the river banks and was bounded by 
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using a wall between 40 to 50 feet high. The country was productive, plane, and had 

appropriate soil. Although, it had canals for irrigations, yet it was a nicely cultured 

country going to decline.80 He discovered that the government was demanding heavy 

taxes and insatiable anarchic troops indulging in every kind of exploitation. At that 

time, the military of the Nawab was probable 2000 sturdy men with 20 guns, however, 

10000 militia could be called out in a time of disaster.81 

When Ranjit Singh's military power was on expansion, he comprehended the 

capability of his armed force so well that he liked to practice the economy of exertion. 

He did not escape in the bombastic endeavors for wonderfulness like Napoleon in 

Russia. He, having a Guerilla approach, never delayed canceling a military undertaking 

for one more day.82 He adopted the same tactic with Multan. He did not utilize the entire 

force in a single effort because his policy was not to kill his effective enemy in a single 

stroke. However, he stroked at him until he grew as vulnerable as to submit voluntarily 

or to be defeated without loss of men, cash, and material83. In 1802, he started an 

investigative campaign till Multan bypassing Jhang,84 then in 1805, he compressed 

Jhang and endangered Multan.85 This was recurrent in 1807, 1810, 1816, and 1817. 

Lastly, in 1818, he took control of Multan Fort and employed his own Governor to 

control it. It is noteworthy that the campaigns of 1802 and 1807 were mere initial 

evaluations. Their purpose was not to capture Multan. An extended campaign indicates 

the arrangement as well as the homework of the armed force which creates specific 

courage. 

Jhang was situated on the East side of the river Chenab. It was 150 km North-East 

of Multan. By its distinctive feature and geographical location, it ruled the Doab among 

Chenab and Ravi.86 Similarly, the Sial leader of Jhang gave him the capacity to 

accumulate a large number of unbalanced tribes to form a military that was dispatched 

to capture Jhang and Multan. In 1803, he dispatched his diplomats to Ahmad Khan, the 
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chief of Jhang, and demanded praise as well as a promise of regular payment.87 When 

the negotiations ended with unclear promises, which Ranjit Singh was expecting, he 

issued the orders for the diminishing Jhang to his infantry battalions88 (raised freshly) 

in unification with weaponry and Ghorcharas. The war continued till evening and the 

fatalities on each side had been very tremendous.89 Ranjit Singh overwhelmed the city 

by night and lock down the transportation and infrastructures. The blockade continued 

for three days. When the Sial Chief realized himself isolated he escaped with his family 

to Multan. His massive treasure was sent to Lahore while the rest was robbed by the 

soldiers. After that, Ranjit Singh advanced to attack the cities of Ouch, Sahiwal, and 

Garh Maharaja.90 Their Muslim Chiefs were forced to pay currency and horses. Ahmad 

Khan Sial also advanced to present a tribute of 60000 rupees annually. His agreement 

was admitted and Ranjit Singh allowed him to go back to the Jhang.91 

In 1806, when Ranjit Singh was again on his way to Multan, Muzaffar Khan 

visited him at Mahtam which was situated 20 miles North of Multan. Muzaffar Khan 

presented him with costly gifts along with 70000 rupees. Ranjit Singh accepted the 

presents and returned to Lahore.92 On his way back, he came to know about Holkar who 

was crossing Sutlej to pursuit Ranjit Singh. Leaving his commander Fateh Singh, to 

acquire the tribute, and bring up the weapons and heavy luggage, he rushed to 

Amritsar.93 This was the first occasion when he met face to face with the English and 

the Marathas. Qutb-ud-din Khan, a Pathan chief in Kasur, was a best friend of Nawab 

of Multan. In 1807, Ranjit weakened Kasur and forced its Nawab to confine to Mamdot. 

The same year, he captured Dipalpur94 and gave it as a Jagir to his son, Kharak Singh, 

and advanced to Multan with a massive armed force. To save his territory, Muzaffar 

Khan was compelled to pay a tremendous repayment. After this, Ranjit Singh went to 
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Bahawalpur.  The Nawab sent his Vakil95 to him and, after a friendly settlement, the 

Khalsa Armed force vacated it.96 

A dispute between the British and Ranjit Singh, over Cis-Sutlej states, was 

turning into battle clouds which were resolved in 1809 by the Treaty of Amritsar.97 

After this treaty, he triumphed Kangra in 1810 and visited Shah Shuja ul-Mulk, the ex-

king of Kabul, near Khushab98 on February 3, 1810.99 They negotiated to get Kashmir 

and Multan with the collaboration of the Sikh army.100 However, Shah Shuja was 

doubtful about the Sikh strategies and could not reach any accord with Ranjit Singh.101 

Ranjit Singh used the pact of justification, in the name of Shah Shuja who had genetic 

rights over Multan, for giving a challenge to Muzaffar Khan.102 Ranjit Singh had a dual 

purpose in his mind. First, it was an effort that if Nawab of Multan abdicates Multan, 

he might be capable to keep him away from the extended expedition for Multan. 

Secondly, as the next activities will display, he will able to reap marvelous power by 

preserving his strategies over Khushab, Sahiwal, and then Multan.103 

Ranjit Singh marched to Sahiwal104 hastily, yet Fateh Khan, the Bloch chief, 

was not deceived and the Sikh armed forces saw him ready for a fight. Vakils were 

dispatched to dispel Fateh khan's dreads and summon him to visit the Sikh court. But 

he, as a substitute, sent Lal Khan105 with wealthy gifts. Ranjit Singh accepted the gifts 

as per tradition and sent obvious gratification.106 But, Ranjit Singh came back and 

attacked the fort which completely amazed Fateh Khan and his subjects. The fort was 

seized and Fateh Khan, along with his relatives, left for Lahore.107 This incident ensured 

Zafar Khan, the chief of Khushab, that Ranjit Singh was not to go back. First of all, 

Ranjit Singh retreated himself from Sahiwal and then seized Khushab.108 He had 

consequently attained a dual wonder. The Bloch chief should not have anticipated that 
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he, after taking the present, will go. The Sikh military also demanded tribute from Ouch 

and Bokhara.109 

Ranjit’s claim, to give up the province of Multan, had been rejected by Muzaffar 

Khan and had started precise arrangements for its protection.110 Muzaffar Khan stocked 

the citadel with water and food for an extended siege. The Sikh military reached Multan 

on February 24, 1810, and took ownership of the capital on the next day.111 His arrival 

frightened the neighboring Chiefs a lot. Muhammad Khan, the leader of Leia and 

Bhakkar, paid 120000 rupees for the safety of his territory whilst Sadiq Muhammad 

Khan, the Nawab of Bahawalpur, presented 100000 rupees. Nawab’s tribute was not 

accepted but compelled him to provide a 500 sturdy horse regiment for the Sikh army 

to attack Multan.112 Ranjit Singh had paid full consideration to the schedule and 

groundwork of the logistic facility. Widespread measures, by land and water from 

Lahore and Amritsar, were made and the entire means of the country were 

wholeheartedly hired for the military authorities.113 

Muzaffar Khan capitalized on the fortress and the positions for placement of 

artillery weapons were explored cautiously to perform powerful fire. For the Musket 

shot, all the buildings of the citadel were leveled. Hurdles were fixed and minor canals 

were run out to retard the operations of the besiegers.114 The positions of the attack were 

chosen and excessive rewards, to those chiefs who might discriminate in this action, 

were assured. Ranjit Singh had brought Zamzama, the Bhangi Gun, from Lahore to hit 

the walls of the fortress.115 The remedy to withdrawal was undertaken, however, the 

besieged were countermined. A substantial weaponry bombardment was kept on for 

some days. A little arrangement, which was made to defend the fort, had intensified the 

fervor of the besieged.116 The weapons, from the high walls of the fort, could hit the 

farthest area.117 The opponent fired at the Sikhs and killed Sardar Attar Singh Dhari118 
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along with twelve other Gunners. Ranjit Singh protested against this strategy to the 

British government and required their help.119 Hasrat writes that: 

“To counteract the Saddozai Nawab's move, Ranjit Singh made a 

ludicrous proposal to the British Agent at Ludhiana for a joint 

conquest of Multan. The move for cooperation in the Sikh 

ambitions towards Multan was, however, rejected by Fort 

William”.120 

In February 1811, the Maharaja reached Pind Dadan Khan and territories 

between the Indus and the Jhelum and captured the strongholds.121  It is not difficult to 

guess that these actions of Ranjit Singh must have generated apprehension in Kabul, 

because the Sikh court acquired the facts that Shah Muhammad, as the head of 12000 

Afghan soldiers, had traversed the Indus. Ranjit Singh instantly advanced to Rawalpindi 

and took a position there.122 He then sent Fakir Aziz-ud-din to Shah's camp to discover 

his actual goals. Deceptively, the rapid reaction of Ranjit Singh compelled Shah 

Muhammad to undertake the reconci1iatry approach and Fakir Aziz-ud-din was 

informed that he had come to frighten the Afghan Governors of Attock and Kashmir, 

who had recently reinforced him.123 Comforted with the response and an affirmation 

from Sardar Jeewan Singh,124 who had specified that the Shah and his troops are not a 

threat to Lahore Durbar, Ranjit Singh reverted to Lahore.125 A part of the Sikh military 

was then sent under the supervision of Mohkam Chand to subdue the areas between 

Multan and Majha.126 To the North-East Desa Singh Majithia, with the resource of 

Artillery under the supervision of Ghous Khan, was directed to reach the fortress of 

Kotle127 and captured it.128 Meanwhile, Ranjit Singh engaged his Generals to fall the 

last autonomous chiefs and their forts so that they could be merged in Punjab slowly 

and steadily. 

In September 1811, Mokham Chand detained the owner of the Faizalpuria Misl 

of Jalandhar, Phillaur, Patti, and Hetpur. For his obvious services, he was appointed as 

a Diwan with a wealthy Khillat that was granted to him. Moreover, a sword set in 

 
119 Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and Times of Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 94. 
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diamonds and an elephant with a golden Howdah were also granted to him.129 In 1812 

Kharak Singh was married to Chand Kaur130 and Sir David Ochterlony was invited as 

a visitor. He came here with a galloper gun131 which Ranjit Singh had anticipated to 

look.132 The same year, Ranjit Singh wished to dispatch Diwan Mokham Chand to 

complete the investigation of Kashmir so that an expedition could be dispatched. Fateh 

Khan, the minister of Shah Mahmud of Kabul, suggested sending this expedition with 

him to conquer Kashmir. In 1813 at Haidaru,133 a battle was fought for Attock and then 

in 1814, Ranjit Singh made the primary strive on Kashmir.134 

Sikhs accumulated tribute from Multan in 1812 and 1815. In February 1816, the 

struggles for the subjugation of Multan were repeated. To acquire the tribute from 

Bahawalpur and Multan, an unbalanced assault was made on Multan. Phula Singh 

Akali, along with Diwan Bhawani Das, was dispatched to Multan, yet they agreed to 

withdraw on the price of 80000 rupees.135 Due to reversion with worthless tribute, 

Ranjit Singh eliminated Bhawani Das from the command of the troops and imposed a 

fine on him.136 In 1817, the army, under Diwan Chand and Ram Dayal, was once more 

dispatched to Multan which had also retreated with a price of 100000137 rupees as a 

tribute.138 After that, extra arrangements were set in. Troops were gathered in power 

and the transportation system, to provide arms and communicate with the scattered 

army, was rationalized.139 

When all these endeavors, to diminish Multan, were happening then Ranjit 

Singh seemed anxious with the collective approach about the assistance of Muzaffar 

Khan by the Afghan ruler. Consequently, he conveyed his troops to bring under 

oppression the heads of various districts. After a triumph or seize of a fortification, he 
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treated the defeated with mercy and generosity.140 The Sardars, who had been the 

pioneers of the few confederations which he over-tossed, were cut from the fairness of 

respectable subjugation. Besides this, there was a huge gathering of Muhammadan 

Khans and nobles whom he carefully joined to his fortunes. The leaders of the 

Mussalman tribes of Sial, Gheba, Tiwana, and Kharal were also merged in his group.141 

So by the end of 1817, The Punjabis had been isolated from the chain of those little 

states around Multan which were loyal to the Afghans.142 

In January 1818, a military of 20000 men with a variety of guns143 under Elahi 

Bakhsh,144 dispatched from Lahore for crucial and conclusive warfare to carry the 

Multan expedition to a successful cease.145 The selection of this time was the most 

appropriate because the Kabul authority was in a state of inadequacy and turmoil. Wazir 

Fateh Khan, the strongman, was concerned about the siege of Herat.146 From Kabul, no 

assistance could be predicted for Muzaffar Khan. Remarkable consideration was paid 

to logistics. Raj Kaur, the mother of Kharak Singh, set up her camp at Kot Kamalia to 

supervise the movement of materials.147 All of the boats at the Ravi, the Jhelum, and 

the Chenab were demanded to hold substances and stores for the troops. Preparations 

for postal stations between Lahore and Multan were made for the quick verbal exchange 

of information.  On the way, the Sikh military captured the forts of Khangarh and 

Muzaffargarh.148 

 Nawab Muzaffar Khan was not unconscious of these vast scale arrangements 

and speculated that this time he would not have the capacity to purchase Lahore Durbar. 

Once again, he attempted to energize the Muslim farmers for a blessed war against the 

unbeliever and he arranged the city and fort for an extensive attack. He wanted to shield 

himself in three phases: in the farmland, in the city, and the fortress. The main 

appointment was in the open place, where he let his Ghazis, furnished with swords and 
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lances. For martyrdom, they looked for a reason to restrain troops outfitted with cannon. 

This fight continued just a single day and Muzaffar Khan pulled back the remainder of 

his forces behind the city walls.149 

The second phase started with Lahore troops, encompassing the city, and 

assaulting its walls. The guards held them for a couple of weeks. At the point when the 

city walls disintegrated, the protectors, to battle the third and last phase, withdrew into 

the fort. The citadel was encompassed by an extensive, profound ditch (canal). Even 

though there was no water in the ditch. It was sufficiently wide to keep cannon at a 

sheltered distance from the walls and profound to make the job of miners exceptionally 

dangerous.150 For an entire month, Elahi Bakhsh's batteries beat the enormous walls 

without creating an impression. March swung to April and the warmth got to be 

distinctly unendurable. The rainstorm was not far removed. If the fortress was not taken 

before the ditch was loaded with water, it would never abdicate.151   

The city was overcome by the Sikhs, yet the fortress was suspended for nearly 

four months. The harassed Afghan battalion152 was counterattacked with impressive 

boldness and perseverance. The Sikh cannon made ruptures in the dense mud and brick 

walls of the fort which encompassed it, however, the Ghazis soon topped them off. The 

bombardment was demonstrated inadequately.153 In April, for the diminishment of the 

fortification, the Zamzama was stirred from Lahore to Multan in 12 days under Jamadar 

Khushal Singh.154 Till the second of June, the siege went on a whole day, the Zamzama 

fired four times and two vast breaks were made in the walls.155 While the guard’s 

energies were focused on hindering the harm of the crowd of Nihangs. Under the shelter 

of dusk, The Sikhs laid an excavation under another section of the walls. The following 

morning, a colossal portion of the fortification was blown sky-high.156 

Several attacks were made by the Sikhs and they, in one event, were rebuffed 

with the loss of 1800 men. The doors were blown in, yet the army raised behind them 

on which they battled hand to hand with Sikhs. The guards of the fortification were 

finally decreased to a few hundred fighters.  A large portion of these soldiers belonged 
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to Muzaffar’s family or tribe.157 The rest had been slaughtered because they had been 

intensely betrayed by their lord and a lot of them were not able to oppose the temptation. 

Finally, on the second of June, Sadhu Singh158 overtook a few nervous devotees into 

the fortress and captured it by shocking the Afghans.159 When the Sikh forces sighted 

this achievement they proceeded to the attack and reached the Khizri gate. 

The old Nawab, with his eight children and the resting army, stood with sword 

in hand and decided to battle until the demise. Such a large number of the Sikhs fell 

beneath the sharp Afghan swords, so they stepped back and started shooting with 

matchlock at the little party. The Afghan uttered a slogan "go ahead like men”. 

However, this was an invitation which did not accept by the Sikhs.160 The old Muzaffar 

Khan along with his five sons, Shah Nawaz Khan, Mumtaz Khan, Azam Khan, Haq 

Nawaz Khan, and Shahbaz Khan, were martyred by the Sikhs while one, Zulfiqar Khan, 

was seriously injured. The other two sons, Sarfraz Khan and Amir Beg Khan were 

remained safe. Diwan Ram Dayal took Sarfraz Khan upon his elephant and showed him 

with all respect to his particular tent. A few of the battalions got away with their lives, 

and the entire city was given up to loot. After this battle, the jurisdiction of Shujabad 

was decreased too and five guns were taken from it. After this, the walls of Multan were 

mended, and an army of six hundred men under the charge of Sardars Jodh Singh and 

Dal Singh being left in the fortress. The Sikh armed forces came back to Lahore.161 

2.8. End of the Afghan supremacy: 

As I indicated that Ranjit Singh belonged to Sukerchakia Misl. After his father’s 

death, he needed to struggle hard against his opponents.162 Being a formidable man, he 

only succeeded to seize Lahore in 1799, however, he consolidated his territories and set 

up himself as the widespread leader in Punjab. Thus, he conquered entire Punjab and 

inaugurated a Sikh dynasty that lasted for half of a century.163 His triumph over Multan 

finished Afghan’s impact in Punjab and broke the strong group of the Muslim states in 

the South. It also curbed the chiefs of Dera Ghazi Khan, Dera Ismail Khan, Bahawalpur, 

and Mankera. Furthermore, it opened up the way to Sindh. Notwithstanding all these 
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soldierly and politically favorable circumstances, Multan was a significant 

achievement. It generated a yearly income of about 7 lakh rupees. 

The monitoring apparatus of Afghans was permitted to work under the Afghans 

(1752-1818). The aggregate income of Multan was in the shape of the agricultural 

product which was sent to the king of Kabul by the governor of Multan. The governor 

was given independence by the king of Kabul to run the inner management of Multan 

and allowed to gather the revenue by any methods, reasonable or foul.164 
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CHAPTER NO: 3 

FAMOUS INVADERS AND GOVERNORS OF MULTAN 

It is fascinating to note that some of Ranjit Singh's Courtiers and Officials were 

individuals who had escaped from their past circumstances since they felt disappointed 

and mostly regarded with ordinary families. The Misr brothers, Diwan Sawan Mal and 

Diwan Chand had related to a common family. The general population, holding the 

most elevated employments in Ranjit’s government, had strictly clung to their Hindu 

forms of religion. The Maharaja mostly depended upon those skilled Hindus who 

performed their jobs with devotion and related to the state. Diwan Mohkam Chand, 

Diwan Chand, and Ram Dyal acted as top positioning military officers. Diwan Sawan 

Mal and Diwan Moti Ram were some of his best provincial Governors. 

3.1. Famous invaders of Multan during the Sikh rule in the Punjab: 

Countless Hindu officials and courtiers, who served the Maharaja as well as his 

successors, were drawn from many groups like the Rajputs, the Brahmins, the Khatris, 

and the Ghurkhas. In the cluster of Khatris, the most prominent were Diwan Mohkam 

Chand, Moti Ram, Ram Dayal, Diwan Bhawani Das, Diwan Devi Das, Diwan Sawan 

Mal, and his son Diwan Mulraj. In the group of Brahmins, Diwan Dina Nath, Misr 

Diwan Chand, and Diwan Ajodhya Prashad were holding a respectable place. After the 

conquest of Lahore and the downfall of the Bhangis, Maharaja Ranjit Singh had been 

tempted to march against Multan which was the religious capital of Punjab. From 1802 

to 1818, almost eight assaults were made to overcome it, in which many Generals and 

Commandants participated.1 Some of these noticeable commandants, administrators, 

and provincial Governors who participated in the attacks at Multan are as under. 

3.1.1. Hari Singh Nalwa: 

General Hari Singh Nalwa, who was a notable warrior, was born in 1791 in the 

Majha region of the Gujranwala district. His father’s name was Gurdyal Singh and had 

a place with the Uppal family and Sukarchakia Misl. After his father died in 1798, Hari 

Singh was sent to Amrit Sanchar in 1801 to become a Sikh. In 1804, his mother 

dispatched him to Lahore Durbar to decide on a property quarrel.2 When Ranjit Singh 

came to know that Hari’s predecessors had served his descendants then he designated 
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him at his Durbar as a private attendant.3 It is said that when he was 14 years old, a 

tiger assaulted him and executed his horse. However, in these circumstances, he did not 

become nervous and he, after a tiresome battle, slaughtered the lion without any 

weapon. Because of this valor, he was given the title of Bagh Mar.4 

His first and foremost contribution to the Sikh victory was the triumph of Kasur 

in 1807. After that Maharaja instructed him to seize Sialkot for which he was an 

autonomous commandant of 17 years old.5 Under his leadership, Multan was assaulted 

by the Sikh armed forces on February 20, 1810. The fortress of Multan, engaged by 

Nawab Muzaffar Khan, was vigorously blasted, but it could not be intruded. However, 

Multan city remained under the Sikhs for a couple of days.6 Despite substantial shooting 

from the fort, the Sikh fighters laid down mines beneath the wall at the hazard of their 

lives. These mines were kindled to break the wall of the fort. Ranjit himself participated 

in this combat. He stormed the citadel with the assistance of the Sikh soldiers and the 

Nawab had to capitulation. All the regions across the Jhelum River were captured by 

the Sikhs without many confrontations.7 

After this, the Maharaja turned his attention towards Peshawar. He, along with 

Hari Singh and Phula Singh, sent the troops to the North-West. Nonetheless, Dost 

Muhammad expelled Jahan Dad and acknowledged the sovereignty of the Maharaja. 

Hari Singh was delegated the Governor of Peshawar and he made numerous fortresses 

there.8 Then he seized Jamrod which was situated in Khyber Pass and also built a 

citadel9 there too. He built another stronghold here which adjoined Afghanistan. After 

a few days, he built Gurdawara Panja Sahib at Hassan Abdal10 too.11 In 1820, he 

included Dera Ghazi Khan, Mankera, Hazara, and some adjoining regions in the Sikh 

realm. Bahawalpur was also seized under his headship and after that, he was made the 

Governor of Hazara. He went to Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan to abandon 

his son Gurdit Singh.12 After that, he wished to capture Attock but the Sikh army, 
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headed by Kharak Singh and Hari Singh, was obstructed by the Afghans. To stop the 

Sikh armed forces from reaching the war zone, they broke the Bridge of Attock River.13 

In 1837, the last fight between the Sikhs and the Afghans occurred at Jamrod. 

The Afghan armed force, comprising of more than thirty thousand fighters under the 

charge of Mirza Shamir Khan, was sent to the fort of Jamrod by Dost Muhammad.14 

General Hari Singh was on bed rest at Peshawar because of his sickness. The Afghan 

military achieved Jamrod and began to siege the citadel on April 23, 1837.15 A savage 

fight occurred in which the Afghans were vanquished, yet, in this fight, Hari Singh died 

by his wounds on April 30, 1837. It was an extraordinary misfortune to the Sikhs as he 

was a wellspring of fear to the Afghans.16 He was burnt at Jamrod stronghold where his 

commemoration stands still. To hear the pitiful news of his demise, Maharaja Ranjit 

Singh with his wet eyes stated, "The best mainstay of the Sikh Raj had fallen." It was 

the correct tribute to the immense General. It is an awesome credit to the designers of 

the Sikh Empire and its main pillar, Hari Sigh, from its head Maharaja Ranjit Singh.17 

3.1.2. Diwan Mohkam Chand: 

Diwan Mohkam Chand, the most expert, brave, and recognized commander, 

ascended Ranjit Singh from a chief to the Emperor of Punjab. He was not a warrior by 

birth but also the best of the Sikh Generals. He was a nasty enemy of the English who, 

with a great force, had been sent to Kangra.18 He was the child of a Kochhar Khatri 

trader named Besakhi Mal of Kunjah in Gujarat.19 Furthermore, before joining the 

Maharaja's service, he acted as a Munshi under Dal Singh of Akalgarh.20 He stayed with 

him till 1804, yet after his death, Ranjit Singh detained his States. Sehju, the widow of 

the Sardar, hated him and demanded to audit the whole records about the management 

of the Akalgarh property.21 He did not care to open a hostile investigation, yet he left 

the employment and joined the service of Sardar Sahib Singh Bhangi of Gujarat who 
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named him Diwan.22 After three years, he squabbled with the Sardar and was 

detained.23 

From 1806 to 1814, he connected with all the military expeditions of the 

Maharaja. He, from joining Ranjit’s force to his demise, was a consistent companion of 

the emperor. When the Maharaja recognized his military in 1812 then Mohkam Chand 

was deliberated the titles of Diwan and Fateh Nasib by Maharaja.24 He joined the 

endeavors of the Maharaja to the Cis-Sutlej domain in 1806 and 1807, Sialkot in 1808, 

Kangra in 1809, and Jalandhar in 1811. He participated in campaigns of 1812 and 1813 

against Kashmir in conjunction with Fateh Khan, where he vanquished the Afghan 

Wazir at the war of Haidaru.25 Other than this, he collected the Nazrana from Basoli, 

Rajouri, Kulu, and Multan. In 1810, He went to Multan with the Maharaja, however, 

the assault ended without a result and Muzaffar Khan paid tribute. 

In 1810, Mohkam Chand oppressed the state held by Kahn Singh Nakkai.26 The 

domain under the Nakkais was located amongst Multan and Kasur. It produced a yearly 

income of nine lakh rupees. The region comprising the villages of Chunia, Dipalpur, 

Satgarha, Sharkpur, Gogra, and Kot Kamalia. Ranjit Singh sent him along with Kharak 

Singh to Multan and domains of the Nakkais to assume the charge.27 Mohkam Chand 

directed Sardar Kahn Singh, the successor of Gian Singh Nakkai, to collect the tribute 

from Muzaffar Khan in the interest of the Lahore Durbar.28 Hakam Rai, the Nakkai 

administrator, instantly moved towards Ranjit Singh with the demand that it was not 

suitable for Lahore forces to take army action against the Misl and promised to pay a 

huge Nazrana to the Maharaja.29 Though Kharak Singh was the maternal grandson of 

the Nakkais, yet the Maharaja answered that he does not have anything to do with that 

matter. Mohkam Chand vanquished the forces of Chunia, Dipalpur, and Satgarha. 

Sardar Kahn Singh returned from Multan but at that time he lost his Misl from his 

hands. He was given a Jagir of twenty thousand rupees yearly.30 
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Diwan Mohkam Chand was a phenomenal and executive governor of Jalandhar 

Doab. From 1806 to 1814, he was the man next in significance to the Maharaja. He 

expired on October 29, 1814, at Phillaur and his grave was built there in a garden.31 At 

the time of his demise, he held a huge Jagir which gained a yearly income of 642161 

rupees.32 He left behind one son, Diwan Moti Ram, and two grandsons, Diwan Ram 

Dyal and Diwan Kirpa Ram, who well-rendered huge support of the Sikh State. Ranjit 

Singh had provided him an extraordinary elevation throughout his career. Griffin states 

that he, as a general, had been quite often effective and his executive talents were as 

awesome as his military ones. With his demise, the Maharaja lost his most faithful and 

committed worker.33 

3.1.3. Misr Diwan Chand: 

Misr Diwan Chand, a Brahmin by caste, was one of Ranjit Singh’s officials who 

ascended from the position of an unimportant clerk to the Chief of big guns and 

Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. He belonged to the trading class of Hindus 

and started his career as Jamadar in the Sikh army under the command of Ghous 

Khan.34 Misr Diwan Chand had a place with Gondlanwala town in Gujranwala 

District.35 First of all, he had worked as a Tola under Nodh Singh, a Nakkai Chief, in 

his Modikhana. When ninety rupees were found less in the records, Nodh Singh 

rebuffed him for this lapse. Nodh Singh put a Musket on his shoulder and instructed 

him to stand in the sun. When Ranjit Singh came to know about this event, he funded 

the short tributes to Nodh Singh from his own particular Toshahkhana and released 

him.36 First of all, Ranjit Singh appointed him as a clerk in Topkhana of Mian 

Muhammad Ghous Khan in 1812, and then placed him into his administration.37 

Because of his proficiency and faithfulness, he was delegated as Naib in charge of 

cannons. In 1814, after Mian Ghous Khan’s demise, the Maharaja appointed him as a 

Chief of weaponry.38 It was a decent opportunity for him to demonstrate his capacity 
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35 J.S. Grewal and Indu Banga, Early Nineteenth Century Punjab, op.cit., 101. 
36 Narendra Krishna Sinha, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 175. 
37 Hari Ram Gupta, History of the Sikhs: The Sikh Lion of Lahore Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 5:332. 
38 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 2:164. 
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and honesty to the Maharaja. Earlier, under the command of Prince Kharak Singh, he 

had given proof of his conspicuous ability in falling the fort of Multan.39 

From 1814 to 1825, Diwan Chand was the officer on whom Ranjit Singh, to a 

great extent, depending on the achievement of his military operations. In 1817, he was 

sent to Mitha Tiwana for better management. He is popular in history as the victor of 

Multan in 1818.40 After the martyrdom of Muzaffar Khan, his diamond reserves worth 

five lakhs were apprehended by Diwan Chand and sent to Lahore Durbar. Ranjit Singh 

deliberated him the title of “Khair-Khawah Ba-Safa Zafar Jung”.41 He was also 

influential in seizing the fortress of Bhakkar, Khangarh, Leiah, Maujgarh42 , and 

Mankera in 1821. He was also employed as Governor of Kashmir in 1819. Due to colic 

of just two days, he passed away on July 19, 1825.43 Another narration is that he died 

by suicide.44 At the time of his death, his treasure was eleven lakh rupees in cash. 

Besides this, necklaces of Gems and miscellaneous things worth six lac rupees were in 

his custody.45 He was a talented general, an outstanding commandant, and a skilled 

man. 

3.1.4. Diwan Bhawani Das: 

Bhawani Das, the second son of Thakur Das, was a Khatri by caste. He joined 

Lahore Durbar in 1809.46 He, his father, and grandfather had held the essential post of 

Diwan or revenue Wazir under the king of Kabul.47 He was known as Kubba. In 1808, 

he was utilized by the government of Kabul to collect the revenue and customs of 

Multan and Derajat. Shah Shuja mostly used to irritate him so he left this job and 

attempted to get a chance at a job in Lahore Durbar.48 He was welcomed by the 

Maharaja. The Maharaja was already in search of a man of capacity with a skillful 

financier who could keep his records efficiently. Bhawani offered himself for this job 

with a Nazrana of Rs. 1000 and a few gifts.49 Earlier, the Maharaja nominated him as 

 
39 G.M.D. Sufi, Kashmir (Jammu: Gulshan Book Publishers, 1974), 725. 
40 Ganesh Das Wadehra, op.cit., 4. 
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1999), 61. 
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47 Diwan Amarnath, op.cit., 81. 
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Bakshi and then Wazir-i-Mal.50 Before taking the charge of Wazir-i-Mal, there was no 

government treasury and infrastructure of records at Lahore.51 He built consistent 

reserves and set up various offices to manage the salary system and some other things. 

From 1810 to 1818, he was sent to newly overwhelmed areas to recompose the 

work of revenue accumulation. Even though he was the finance minister, yet he was 

delegated military responsibilities. His military services and administrations were 

extensive too. After 1810, Ranjit Singh could not pay consideration to Multan for 

several years due to the busyness in the seizure of Kashmir and Attock. Bhawani Das, 

along with Phula Singh, also partook in the attack at Multan, Jammu, Kashmir, and 

Attock. He assembled great tributes from the Nawab of Multan in 1816 and 1817.52 

Yet, when Muzaffar Khan was not in a position to submit a tribute to him, then Diwan 

agreed to withdraw the installment of 80000 rupees.53 

In 1817, because of the reluctant conduct of the Nawab, Maharaja sent a troop 

to Multan in Bhawani’s headship to get the specified Nazrana. Multan was 

overwhelmed; however, the blockade was lifted very soon. A few towers of the outer 

wall were maltreated and ruptures affected the wall at many spots. Both Amarnath and 

Kanhia Lal say that this endeavor was not effective on account of the bribe of ten 

thousand rupees by Bhawani Das, the Commander-in-Chief of the campaign.54 For this 

regret, the Diwan was heavily fined55 by Ranjit Singh.56 He detained him and seized his 

property. Nevertheless, on the proposal of Kanwar Kharak Singh, he was pardoned and 

reestablished to his position very soon.57 

In 1810, his relations got stressed with Diwan Mokham Chand.58 Mohkam 

Chand presented all the papers against him which were relating to the products and 

revenue of the territories of the Nakkais. The Maharaja instructed Mohkam Chand to 

audit the entire records of the wage and expenses.  Bhawani Das was also ordered to 

disclose all the records before Mohkam Chand. Bhawani Das tried his best to satisfy 

him and provided every paper and record relating to the compulsion of cash. At the 

stage of reviewing and scrutiny, scorching words passed between them, however, to 
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spare them from superfluous deterrence, the matter was not sought after any further. 

Mohkam Chand provided a comfortable report to the Maharaja. After that Bhawani Das 

arranged a list of the accumulations from the region of the Nakkais and presented the 

same to the Maharaja.59 Bhawani Das was also assigned the task to receive foreign 

celebrities. When Shah Zaman came to Punjab, he along with Devi Das was selected to 

welcome him. In 1814, he was instructed to go and meet the Governor-General to 

fortify the fellowship between the Maharaja and the British.60 

In 1816, he was nominated as the Diwan of Kanwar Kharak Singh, yet in 1817, 

being disturbed with the manner of the prince, he gave up this job and engaged himself 

in the duty of the Maharaja.61 Although his arrangements were numerous and 

worthwhile, yet he, by his disparities with Misr Beli Ram due to the embezzlement of 

resources, lost the support of the top leadership.62 Ranjit Singh furiously hit him with 

his covered sword and ordered him to pay 100000 rupees as a fine. After that, he was 

sent to hilly areas, yet he was reallocated by Maharaja on his previous status till his 

demise in 1834.63 

3.1.5. Diwan Moti Ram: 

Diwan Moti Ram was the son of Mohkam Chand. When Mohkam Chand was 

charged with some different obligations, Moti Ram became the supervisor of the Doab 

region. He was a man of extraordinary capacity and he, after his father’s demise, was 

given the title of Diwan.64 Although he took part in the last campaign of Multan in 

1818, yet he was appointed as the first Governor of Kashmir in 1819.65 He performed 

this duty till 1826 which, later on, was filled up by Hari Singh Nalwa.66 He was the 

most regarded, effectual, and legitimate officer of Ranjit Singh. He was a shrewd and 

mindful administrator. He was quick to accomplish something positive, yet the Dogras 

set obstructions in his way and never permitted him to work freely. It is said that he was 

anxious about anti-Government subversion by the Muslims and, as safety measures, he 
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prohibited them to congregate anywhere and numerous mosques were turned into 

Nazul67 Property.68 

In 1826, when Lord Amherst came to Shimla, he, along with Vakil Ram Dayal 

and Fakir Imam-ud-Din, went there to see him on behalf of the Maharaja.69 In 1827, he 

was overthrown from power due to the Dogra’s intrigues, yet in 1830, he was selected 

as a member of the mission at Shimla to meet Lord William Bentick.70 In December 

1831, he was given the reliance of Kunjah including the domain of Pak Patton at thirteen 

thousand rupees which were the chunk of Multan.71 He expired in 1837 at Banaras.72 

3.1.6. Diwan Ram Dayal: 

Diwan Ram Dayal was the son of Diwan Moti Ram. Like his grandfather 

Mohkam Chand, he was a specialist in the activities of the armed forces. At the age of 

just 21 years, he rose to the rank of a divisional commandant.73 In 1815, he, along with 

Dal Singh, was sent to receive tribute to Bahawalpur and Multan.74 Later on, when 

Wazir Fateh Khan passed the Indus to get tribute from Multan, he was dispatched to 

expel the Wazir. He attacked the Wazir with a force of 2000 horses and compelled him 

to retreat. In 1817, he was utilized in the war against Multan under the headship of 

Diwan Bhawani Das and the army succeeded in gathering a huge Nazrana.75 Similarly, 

he also participated in the last battle of Multan in 1818 and justified himself well.76 He 

participated in house-to-house battling inside the fortress of Multan and annihilated a 

large portion of the city. He also held Sarfraz Khan and conveyed him to his tent with 

all distinctions. When the fortress was overcome, he was nominated to see whether the 

Sikh warriors had pillaged the stronghold or not.77 He secured every door of the 

stronghold to protect his army. He collected considerable amounts in the form of 

 
67 Nazul is Arabic word which has derived from Nazil. It is equivalent to descent or the act of descending 

in English. It came into use during the Mughal period in the phrase Maqamat-e-Nazul, meaning the places 
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valuable stones, adornments, shawls, and other profitable materials.78 He was also sent 

to get Nazrana from Khangarh and Muzaffargarh.79 

In 1819, Diwan Ram Dayal displayed his interest in the last and fruitful war 

against Kashmir. In 1820, he was sent to Hazara to review the reason behind the murder 

of Bhai Makhan Singh.80 At Hazara, he gave intense time in the wars against the 

Afghans and died at the youthful age of 28 years.81 He was a rising officer of incredible 

guarantee in the Sikh armed force.82 Maharaja sent Kanwar Kharak Singh to Moti Ram 

to convey his condolences.83 His death was a great grief to his father who gave up the 

Kashmir government and went to Banaras.84 

3.1.7. Diwan Dina Nath: 

Dina Nath, the son of Bakhat Mal, was an outstanding civilian officer at Lahore 

Durbar. He is judicious and utilitarian and had awesome, factual, and money-related 

data concerning all areas of Punjab.85 His family belonged to Kashmir and had a 

respectable status in the court of Emperor Shah Jahan.86 In 1815, Diwan Ganga Ram87 

welcomed him to Lahore and offered him a job in his office.88 He worked here with 

intellect and tirelessness. He, due to his insight and efficient approach, attracted the 

consideration of the Maharaja. After the detention of Multan, he made arrangements 

for all the awards and prizes with awesome speed and clarity. He also balanced the 

records of Multan which Sukhdayal, the first Nazim, extraordinary panic.89 Dina Nath, 

by his capability and political discernment, rose to the most noteworthy position in 

affairs of the State. After Ganga Ram’s demise in 1826, he came ahead as the guardian 

of the Royal seal and chief of the records of the Army department. In 1834, due to the 

death of Bhawani Das, he was made guardian of the finance office and thus secured the 

status of the Maharaja’s finance minister.90 After that, he was given the responsibility 

of twelve Daftars and civil as well as army duties. As indicated by Shahamat Ali: 
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He got twenty rupees a day, other than a Jagir of six thousand 

rupees, and delighted in assignments in Kashmir and Multan, 

other than numerous different expenses and remittances which he 

promptly got from his official stations.91 

Dina Nath was the organizer and pioneer of the Mutsaddi92 group which 

delimited the reasonable protectors of Ranjit Singh's period. He was the most trusted 

bureaucrat of Rani Jindan. He was the fellow of the Assembly of the Ministers rebuilt 

by Rani Jindan on December 28, 1844.93 Unrests, in which his companions and 

benefactors died before him, yet, such ups and downs of the Kingdom, never elaborated 

him. When appropriation and legal burglary were the rules of the kingdom, his 

resources and influence expanded regularly. He was so wise and farsighted that he 

could see the coming tempest which cautioned him to leave a losing party or a declining 

companion.94 

3.1.8. Har Sukh Rai: 

Har Sukh Rai, son of Sardar Gurdit Singh, born in 1810 and was a Khatri of 

Hafiz Abad in Gujranwala district. He went to Multan in 1833 and was made Adalati 

by Diwan Sawan Mal. After a few days, he received a military job during Sawan Mal’s 

governorship.95 But he remained there only for two years. When he failed to get leave, 

he left his job and came to Lahore. Maharaja Sher Singh appointed him Kardar of 

Sheikhupura on the pay of 1800 rupees per annum. In 1841, he was appointed Kardar 

of Haveli near Pakpatan. When Raja Lal Singh assumed power, he was nominated the 

general of the newly generated brigade and made Kardar of Patti too. Soon after the 

revolt in Multan in 1848, he, as per the desire of H. Lawrence, was sent to the Majha 

as Kardar on 4310 rupees per annum.96 He died in 1867. 

3.2. Governors of Multan during the Sikh dynasty: 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh had numerous Hindu Officials and Courtiers at Lahore 

Durbar because he needed to utilize their services in civilian setup to grow and build 

his Kingdom. Undoubtedly, he was required to inject the soul of rivalry, chastisement, 

and proficiency in his various officials and courtiers so that he could merge his place 

and would have the capacity to enlarge his Realm without much trouble. By utilizing 

them, he also proved that the secular scenario of his Empire. He, according to his 
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necessities, fully utilized the competence of these Hindu Courtiers. It will be worth 

specifying that some of these were unfortunate and disappointed with their past 

services, so they could get any status, either a General or a clerk, on the ground of 

legitimacy. Among them, the following pioneers were appointed the Governors in 

Multan who played a vital role in politics, civil as well as military administration, 

economics, agriculture, irrigation, and land revenue, etc. 

3.2.1. Sukhdayal Singh: 

Multan was a vital province that was vanquished by Ranjit Singh in 1818. He, 

till the permanent governor of Multan, ordered Misr Diwan Chand to stay here for 

proper arrangements. At that time, its condition was far behind from attractive.97 

Individuals of the city had been lustfully plundered by the Sikh soldiery. The 

agriculturists had surrendered the fields and the populace had betrayed the town. The 

silk makers and weavers had stopped their activities and the trade was at a halt.98 During 

the Sikh period, the Muslims had to face tyranny and injustice. From 1818 to 1821, 

many changes occurred in the history of Multan, and six Nazim were appointed for 

which Sukhdayal was the first.99 

Sukhdayal was a vital Hindu of Ranjit Singh’s court and he, as a Nazim of 

Multan, got a salary of 36000 rupees per annum.100 He participated in the initial 

campaign of Attock in 1812 and captured it in 1813 which proved a gateway towards 

the territories of the North-west.101 At that time, it was under the control of Jahandad 

Khan who was the brother of Ata Muhammad Khan and the Governor of Kashmir.102 

Ranjit Singh concentrated on its key preference and persuaded that he did not check 

and tide the trespassers unless he would conquer it. After the victory of Kashmir, 

Jahandad Khan felt that the ball is in his court, so he met Ranjit Singh and consented to 

surrender the citadel on the condition that he would be given legitimate help to expel 

Wazir Fateh Khan from the fort.103 Ranjit Singh quickly offered him the Pargna of 

Wazirabad as a Jagir and dispatched his armed forces under the headship of Fakir Aziz-
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ud-Din, Bhawani Das, Mit Singh, and Sukhdayal to assume charge of the Attock 

Fort.104 

In 1817, Jhang was also granted him at the cost of 400000 rupees and then it 

was raised to 410000 in 1821.105 On June 02, 1818, Multan was apprehended and huge 

plunder fell to the Sikh troops. Sukhdayal repaired the fortress by financing 3000 rupees 

daily.106 He attained the Ijara of the Sairat for thirteen lac rupees. Under the Sikhs, the 

Ijardari framework was not limited to the lands. Truly, taxes or sairat other than the 

land revenue were also given in Ijara to imperative and liable authorities of the State.107 

However, in Kashmir and Multan, Ijara could be substitute with direct accumulation. 

The magnitude of revenue, gathered through Ijara, seemed to have been significant. In 

many areas, the quantity of the Ijara was close to the quantity of the revenue on behalf 

of the Government. The Ijaradar was given a little edge to meet the costs, regarding 

the collection, to get his share of the benefit. Yet, the Mushakhasa108 was also enforced 

in the light of records of collections. If the income of a specific region expanded, the 

revenue of Ijara was raised too. Before giving a region in Ijara, the Maharaja got the 

right data concerning the wage from the revenue of that region.109 

By commenting on Sukhdayal, the Maharaja mentioned that he was an 

extremely valorous and brave man, so he, for his preservation, granted him a home of 

10000 rupees.110 As I described that he received 36000 rupees per annum, yet he could 

not gather revenue competently and the Maharaja detached him on the charges of 

misuse of State duties in September 1819.111 The Suba was then handed over to Sham 

Singh for a yearly sum of 650000 rupees. 

3.2.2. Sham Singh Peshawaria: 

During the Sikh Kingdom, mostly Ijaradars were connected with the 

Government, and Sham Singh Peshawaria as well as Diwan Sawan Mal were also 

regarded as colossal Ijaradars. The Zamindars could submit grievances against the 
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Ijaradars before the Maharaja. Furthermore, the Ijaradars could protest against the 

imperiousness of the high-ups of the Government officials and their cultivators.112  

Similarly, when Diwan Kirpa Ram, Nazim of Kashmir, could not pay particular 

revenue to the Maharaja, Sham Singh, the Jamadar of Dewhri, was sent to confiscate 

his property at Kunjah. Sham Singh, with the help of Nazar Ali113, governed at Multan 

harshly.114 Sham Sigh also could not deal with Multan properly and failed to submit 

fixed revenue. Other than this, the officials poisoned the Maharaja's mind by telling 

him that he would make upheaval and never come to meet the Maharaja.115 Therefore, 

the Maharaja sent instructions recurrently to visit him. At last, the Maharaja reached 

Multan through Chaniot and stayed here for three months.116 But, when he reached 

Lahore, Diwan was instructed to pay the pending revenues along with the fine.117 He 

was not able to pay this and thus he was removed from the governorship and then 

detained.118 The Toshahkhana of the Diwan was apprehended too. However, on hearing 

the news of his disrepute, the people of Multan enjoyed the celebrations. Owing to his 

pitiless despot, it was justified to punish him even for the minimum offensive.119 

3.2.3. Bhai Badan Hazari: 

After Sham Singh’s removal, the Maharaja appointed Badan Hazari as the next 

governor of Multan. In 1820, Sawan Mal joined him as the head of the record office at 

a wage of 250 rupees per month.120 Badan Hazari attempted his best to set right the 

finance of Multan which was in perplexity. Due to some reasons, Badan Hazari and 

Sawan Mal quarreled with one another. As a result, Sawan Mal was made the chief of 

Shujabad in 1820. Badan Hazari also could not handle Multan and failed to submit 

settled revenue. After a brief time, he was also dismissed and imprisoned.121 Gilani cites 

Major Edward’s book in these words: 

He is alive and healthy and working as Darogha of Magazine in 

Lucky Marwat at a salary of one rupee per day. He never saw such 

kind of unreal and rascal person in his life. It is believed that he 

has been granted the governorship of Multan merely as a joke 
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because he had not a little sense of politics and clout. He is neither 

educated nor valor.122 

After him, Mehta Mal Shikarporia, Jamadar Baj Singh, and Siva Mal were 

appointed as governors of Multan for a brief period. Yet, their sufficient record in the 

history of Multan was not found because they had been appointed for a very short 

period. They also could not properly run the Suba and were removed from the 

governorship.123 

3.2.4. Diwan Sawan Mal: 

From 1818 to 1821, the above six governors could neither maintain a law-and-

order situation nor as good management in Multan. Besides this, they could not gather 

revenue proficiently, so the Maharaja evacuated and detained them. At last, in 1821, he 

appointed Sawan Mal as the governor of Multan who had already pulled in the 

consideration of the Maharaja.124  

Great may thy name be, Lala Sawan Mal 

Thou last repopulated a ruined country.125 

Sawan Mal was a Khatri of Chopra sub-caste from Akalgarh in the Gujranwala 

region.126 He was born in 1788.127 His father, Hoshnak Rai, was an employee of Sardar 

Dal Singh of Akalgarh.128 Hoshnak Rai had three sons and Sawan Mal was the youngest 

one. Sawan Mal started his profession in the office of his elder brother Nanak Chand 

who worked with Diwan Mohkam Chand. In 1820, he participated as the head of the 

record office under Governor Bhai Badan Hazari at a monthly payment of 250 

rupees.129 In a brief time, he set right the record of Multan which was in a practically 

inseparable misperception. As a decent scholar of Persian and Arabic, he won the 

gratitude of the Maharaja for his Insight and secretarial aptitudes and rapidly rose to 

sophisticated positions. 

Truly in 1821, another period unfolded when Sawan Mal was designated as 

Kardar of the half area of Multan. Besides this, Shujabad was also handed over to him. 
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Within two years, the income of this Ilaqa expanded by 50% and the Maharaja gave 

him Multan in Ijara too.130 In 1829, he was made the Nazim of the entire province and 

held this office till 1844.131 Besides this, different Ilaqas were added to Diwan's 

agreement until he held most of the regions which fell under the Governorship of 

Multan. These were Montgomery,132 Jhang,133 Dera Ismail Khan as well as and Dera 

Ghazi Khan134 , and Muzaffargarh.135 In December 1832, he was awarded the title of 

Diwan by the Maharaja.136 He worked as a Kardar in the Pargna Ram Nagar and Hafiz 

Abad too.137 During a brief period, he changed the entire appearance of the province by 

introducing unique and innovative reforms. He regulated equity with solid and unbiased 

efforts. He dedicated his entire energies to the betterment of his charge and its 

restoration from the rot into which it had collapsed owing to the battles and uproars of 

the late years. His impartiality was eminent for his justice. He was an extremely 

thoughtful and generous administrator. Ranjit Singh was constantly satisfied with his 

services to the general population.138  

Amid his lifetime, Sawan Mal had allotted the supervision of some of the 

domains of Multan to his two sons. Mulraj, the eldest son, ruled Shujabad and Jhang 

while Karam Narain was made the chief of Leiah. During the sovereignty of Maharaja 

Ranjit Singh, he expanded his force step by step yet he never got to be revolted. He was 

minimally irritated; however, he paid his compliment with such consistency that there 
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was no reason for the protest.139 Diwan Sawan Mal was the arc adversary of the Dogra 

brothers140 who had a deep impact on Ranjit Singh. 

After Ranjit Singh’s demise, the Dogra brothers endeavored to devastate him, 

yet they could not be fruitful in their goal. Amid the reign of Kharak Singh, Sawan Mal 

was instructed to build a fortress at Mithan-Kot.141 In Multan, he, with a sight to inspire 

trade by the way of the river, instructed to construct a Gunj at Adam Wahin.142 He, for 

incitement of the traders, reduced the domestic duty of Merchandize one-half. As a 

result, a few of the most dominant traders of Multan had set up a branch of their 

business.143 During his regime, a solitary intruder did not occur in Multan. It was a great 

achievement of his regime.144 

During Nau Nihal Singh’s era, the Dogras became so influential that they 

suggested that Maharaja called Sawan Mal at Lahore Durbar to submit the records of 

fifty lakh rupees. In September 1840, he was called, yet he failed to comply.145 It was 

decided to send the troops against him, yet, due to his shrewdness, he succeeded in the 

scrutiny of his records. For this purpose, he paid 100000 rupees to Ram Singh and 

Gobind Ram, 50000 rupees to Raja Dhian Singh and Hira Singh, 25000 rupees to 

Diwan Dina Nath, 25000 rupees to Sardar Fateh Singh Mann, and 100000 rupees to 

Rani Chand Kaur.146 After this friendly agreement, he came back to Multan. 

In March 1841, when Maharaja Sher Singh had recently got the incomparable 

power, Dhian Singh attempted to poison Maharaja's brain against him. The Maharaja 

engaged both Sawan Mal and Dhian Singh to increase new entities with which to 

substitute a portion of the stormy Khalsa soldiery.147 Diwan Sawan Mal, with the 

genuine object of shielding himself against Dhian Singh, started to increase the 

Muhammadan troops. On the other hand, Raja Dhian Singh was not less dynamic. He, 
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to overpower Sawan Mal and to defend Jammu, was preparing his new troops against 

the British and the Sikhs. 

On December 16, 1841, Raja insisted to the Maharaja that he expelled Sawan 

Mal from Multan, yet the Maharaja replied to him to keep quiet until the landing of 

Raja Gulab Singh and Kanwar Partap Singh at Lahore.148 On April 23, 1842, Diwan 

revealed that he had represented the whole province of Multan for a long time and now 

he was asked for an explanation due to the deceptions of some intrigued individuals. 

He expressed his availability and pleaded with the Maharaja not to listen to his 

adversaries. Devi Ditta, Sawan Mal’s nephew, was instructed to ask his uncle to submit 

the accounts and not to suspend them. The Mazari tribe, due to the inconvenience of 

the Sikh governors, began to loot Rojhan in January 1842. However, Sawan Mal 

marched against them and was constrained to retreat. 

Like the Dogras, Gurmukh Singh was not harmonious with Sawan Mal because 

he had affectionate terms with Bhai Gobind Ram and Bhai Ram Singh. Gurmukh Singh 

was not happy with them since Ranjit’s era. This situation perplexed Sawan Mal and 

thus he, from dawn to dusk, engaged in assembling his particular actions with both 

Bhais and the Sandhawalias.149 On April 26, 1842, reports at Ludhiana expounded the 

correspondence between Bhais and Sawan Mal. On this Raja Dhian Singh watched that 

the Maharaja's employees were exceptionally treacherous. But, after the assassination 

of Dhian Singh, the Diwan freed from his cleverest foes because Gulab Singh was also 

feeling a threat to the Diwan.150 Pundit Jalla decimated Raja Gulab Singh with the help 

of the Sikh armed forces and then planned to annihilate Diwan Sawan Mal but he was 

killed by the troops in December 1844.151 After that, Sawan Mal began to interact with 

the British. It is noteworthy that he achieved some auspicious chances to divert his 

faithfulness to Lahore Durbar and announce his freedom, yet he did not do so because 

he had consumed so much cash and worked at Multan. In 1844, three regiments of 

mounted troops and forty-six little and enormous guns under his charge.152  

Sawan Mal had an appalling end. On September 16, 1844, when he was riding 

near the historical prison in the city, an Afghan153 grabbed a gun from one of his Guards 
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and fired at him.154 He tumbled from his horse and was quickly dispatched to his 

dwelling in a state of obliviousness. In the morning, he slightly recouped and gave 

expansive sums in philanthropy and instructed that the man who sacked at him ought 

to be killed. Yet, because of that injury, he expired on September 29, 1844.155 In this 

way, deceased the shrewdest and best of every Sikh governor. Edwards has narrated an 

alternate event of his demise in these words: 

The murderer was a soldier who had worked devotedly for a 

long time. He came to Durbar to request against his wage and 

expulsion. Sawan Mal not only negated his demands but also 

affected him with his uncovered sword. He instructed him to 

go out of Durbar. So, the warrior, in retaliation for the critical 

abuse, shot him.156 

He was a shrewd, sincere, and tolerant man.157 He left a huge entirety of seventy 

lakhs rupees which had been accumulated during twenty-three years of blameless 

governorship. His inheritance was partitioned among his six sons.158 At the stage of his 

demise, he was almost fifty-six years old. He sustained his work in the office until his 

final gasp. He was a man of incredible vigor and capacity and the richness of the region 

is mainly inferable from his management.159 He was the most imperative administrator 

who presented imaginative modifications in Multan and granted an incredible 

distinction to the Sikh Kingdom. In the provincial management, his commitment was 

exceptional. He, concerning diligent work, showed a gigantic capability and introduced 

incredible changes.160 Roseberry quotes Edwards, statement in these words: 

He served Sawan Mal for three years and sat before him at 

Durbar where he transacted business every day. During that 

period, he never heard one foolish word come out of his 

mouth.161 

Sawan Mal displayed himself as effective and dynamic in each ground and 

performed awesome duties in the arena of the judiciary. Throughout his governorship, 

various masonry wells were dug up. He made canals in the surroundings of Multan and 
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gave an incentive force to commerce, business, and industry. He encouraged 

colonization by giving land and insurance to the individuals. In this way, he transformed 

the barren areas into a developed one.162 His revenue improvements depended upon the 

standards of low excise duties and taxes. Adequate evaluation and diminishment in 

additional charges enforced on the cultivations. These flourishing activities pulled in 

the consideration of some renowned Britishers and travelers who came here to pass 

various circumstances. In the fight between Sawan Mal and the Dogras, Ranjit Singh 

supported the Dogras, yet he neither committed a revolt nor distorted his influence and 

vitality.163 

His regime is still respected by the general population. They, irrespective of the 

Muslim, the Sikhs, the Hindus, the Pathan, the peasant, and the laborer, gained 

something from his government. A few people say that he had partialities against the 

Mohammedans. It is most apparently fallacious. He was fair and tried his best to 

provide a decent rule to the community.164 He should be called one of the best 

Governors. He could use a pen and sword equally well and it involved extraordinary 

credit to him.165  

3.2.5. Diwan Mulraj and Sardar Kahn Singh: 

Sawan Mal had six sons, one of them was Mulraj who became his successor. 

No record was found about his actual date of birth, yet, evidence proves that he was 

born in 1814. Sawan Mal had allotted the supervision of some of the domains of Multan 

to his two sons. Mulraj, the eldest son, ruled Shujabad and Jhang while Karam Narain 

was made the chief of Leiah.166 But after his death, Mulraj was appointed as the Nazim 

of Multan. The conditions for the governorship were that he would pay a definite 

quantity to the Lahore Durbar annually. These terms and conditions had been liked by 

his father who had saved 900000 rupees too.167 

When Mulraj was affirmed as governor, the British raised its yearly tribute from 

25000 to 30000 rupees.168 In 1846, he, knowing that Prime Minister Lal Singh was 
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intense to displace him, admitted all the settings enforced on him.169 Afterward, the 

British eradicated definite duties in the province without decreasing the amount of Ijara 

which was remunerated by the governor. The purpose of this action was to destabilize 

his legal powers so that he could not create a typical collection. These activities of the 

British Government caused his insurgency. Similarly, after the end of the First Anglo-

Sikh War, Lahore Durbar claimed him to pay revenue. He refused compliance, so the 

British referred the troops against him.170 Both met force by force and he defeated the 

Lahore troops near Jhang. 171 The British then interfered and the following treaty was 

signed.172  

1. The request for his resignation should be admitted but this resignation 

should be retained underground from Lahore Government. 

2. It should take effect from the end of the following April till the submission 

of revenue by Mulraj. 

3. Two or three months before his resignation, two British officials should 

proceed to Multan and he should pledge the State and ultimately install its 

charge.173 

This pact did not gratify him because it restricted him just for his father’s 

district. Furthermore, the people, knowing his irritating transfer and enforcing the 

eliminated taxes, were discontented with the monetary system on which Sawan Mal 

had grown prosperous.174 In all these circumstances, Mulraj displayed his failure to pay 

this tribute and sent his resignation in December 1847. This resignation was accepted 

by the British and Lahore Durbar on March 24, 1848. This resignation produced a 

power space in South-Western Punjab and caused violent penalties for the complete 

Land of Five Rivers.175  

After this resignation, Sardar Kahn Singh was nominated the governor and he, 

along with Agnew and Anderson, was sent to Multan to assume the charge.176 On April 
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16, 1848, they reached here with 500 horses and cavalry.177 On April 19, 1848, when 

they came to Multan, Agnew and Anderson were slaughtered and Kahn Singh was 

detained by the Sikh fighters.178 This incident occurred due to the conspiracy of 

Mulraj’s brothers because they were desirous to see him at the governorship. Mulraj 

had no idea to rebel, yet this incident compelled him to do so against the British.179 

On getting the initial report from Agnew, on April 21, 1848, Sir Frederick 

Currie decided to send the troops under the headships of Dina Nath, Sher Singh 

Attariwala, and Shamsher Singh Sandhawalia on April 21, 1848. Yet, it was delayed 

on April 24, 1848.180 During this break, Jhanda Singh Butalia was sent to destroy 

Chattar Singh Attariwala’s revolt.181 This mission flopped as the previous one too 

because Chattar Singh was strong-minded and upheld by the Sikhs. It is said that Dina 

Nath was a double-crosser.182 He did not care about the measures adopted by the British 

Government for rebuffing the traitors. He also did not dread the seizure of his Jagirs 

and balancing the plots of the revolutionary.183 Yet, amid the second Anglo-Sikh War, 

Sahib Dayal stayed loyal to the British.184 

Bhai Maharaj Singh, having an expansive number of warriors, marched from 

Majha to Multan to join the rebellious Mulraj in June 1848. Yet, Sahib Dayal assaulted 

and scattered his armed forces.185 In November 1848, he was chosen Commander-in-

Chief by Lahore Durbar.186 In 1849, Devi Sahai joined Mulraj and exhibited his ability 

during the siege of Multan. He battled the war of Chillianwala but, after its occupation, 

all his Jagirs were seized.187 

Mulraj died near Buxur on August 11, 1851, at the age of only 36 years.188 This 

brought awful devastation to his family and the inhabitants of Multan. His family, 

containing his wife, son, and daughter along with Sawan Mal’s three widows, three 
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sons, a sister, and a daughter-in-law, affected the most.189 In October 1850, these 

unfortunate people were brought by William Ford190 and kept in very penniless 

environments in a single room. For the whole family, Ford endorsed a pension of 85 

rupees per month which was certified by the Government.191 

Mulraj was very substance with the law which had gratified him. He discharged 

the detainees and paid a definite amount to Muhammadan soldiers.192 Indeed, he was 

not as able as his father, yet he was the only governor who revolted against the British 

and Lahore Durbar. Gilani imitates John Lawrence’s saying in these words: 

Mulraj had conservative mind and old thoughts. He thought that 

if the revenue amount was fully paid then no one had the right to 

interfere with his internal matters and arrangements. He was a 

greedy man. Like his father, he was not a judicious and wise man. 

Peasant and traders were not happy with his policies and they had 

to protest against him to the resident.193  

In a nutshell, we may accomplish that all the Hindu Courtiers and Officials at 

Lahore Durbar took great interest in all kinds of expeditions and demonstrated their 

productive capabilities. It must be conceded that they, to a great extent, helped in the 

expansion and solidification of the Sikh State. Along these lines, their commitment and 

accomplishment in the field of military battles were huge as well as life-changing. 
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CHAPTER NO: 4 

POST RANJIT SINGH ENVIRONMENT AND CAMPAIGNS 

UNDER HIS SUCCESSORS 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh recognized a great Sikh Monarchy in Punjab, which 

strained from river Sutlej to Khyber Pass. He had reigned Punjab for forty years which 

remained the unique phase of the Sikh political attainment. His rule, by all morals, was 

impartial, humanitarian, and lenient towards all societies. He certainly did not find it 

essential to punish even a single individual to decease, not even those who bid to 

assassinate him. His empire was never hereditary because he was the ruler of one of the 

federations. He had exclusive credit for deporting the Afghans and the Mughals from 

the regions under the Sikh domain. Over two lakh Sikhs had been executed in the 

struggle for Sikh autonomy and dominion. He named the rule 'Sarkar-e-Khalsa' and its 

coinage was named Nanakshahi.1 He clarified that he was one of the Sikhs and did not 

call him the Maharaja. He should only be called Singh Sahib. These were all the 

components of the Sikh state. Then how could he be defensible in making the Sikh state 

his successional realm and bring the Sikh to the top of state management?2  

4.1.Ranjit Singh’s successors and the downfall of Sikh Rule: 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh was deceased in Lahore on June 27, 1839, after a simple 

attack of paralysis. There was worldwide grief in the country. A pair of Pigeons 

appeared from the sky and fell into the fire.3 At that time, his age was 59 years. With 

his demise, the Sikh kingdom began to collapse in the social and political sphere. Two 

Anglo-Sikh wars overthrew the Sikh armed forces and the seizure of their monarchy in 

1849. Their social deterioration also began at a similar time. He had left seven sons4 

who were born of various wives. But the decline of the Sikh rule started rapidly because 

there was no one sturdy and capable enough to succeed him. At the top of the executive 

setup, there were no dedicated Sikhs to save it from the intrigues of the British. It 

provided a unique occasion for the cunning and judicious British to enter intrigues with 

conspirators which they could not do in Ranjit Singh’s life. His sons were not capable 
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to deal with such a dangerous condition because all of them were eliminated one after 

the other with the help of the Dogras and the Brahmins.5 

4.1.1. Kharak Singh and Prince Nau Nihal Singh: 

Kharak Singh, the eldest son of Ranjit, was born on February 20, 1801. He was 

designated as the Maharaja by his father. Ranjit Singh assigned the task of his protection 

to Dhian Singh Dogra who asserted, to be honest with him and the Sikh state. Yet, 

Ranjit Singh understood that he would soon prove to be a traitor to his son, family, and 

the Sikh state. On June 27, 1839, Ranjit Singh was succeeded by Kharak Singh, yet his 

traditional inauguration was organized on September 01, 1839. It was not appropriate 

to elaborate on problems that were revealed at a crucial time.6 Dhian Singh was 

visualizing installing his son, Hira Singh, on the chair of the Sikh state. He and his 

brother, Gulab Singh, tried their best to assume all the powers of the selected Maharaja 

but could not be fruitful. Chet Singh Bajwa handled the Maharaja Kharak Singh in 

government matters. He put aside the Dogras and Nau Nihal Singh, son of Kharak 

Singh. 

In August 1839, Nau Nihal Singh demanded his father to terminate Bajwa but 

he denied it.7 Under the treacheries, Nau Nihal Singh was made de facto monarch on 

August 10, 1839, and his father was restrained in the fortress. On October 9, 1839, Nau 

Nihal Singh, along with Dogras, detained Chet Singh and took him to his father, and 

murdered him in his existence. They committed one more disruption by generating a 

clash between Kharak Singh and Nau Nihal Singh to appoint him as the Maharaja.8 

Nevertheless, Nau Nihal Singh rejected to play into the hands of these fabulous Dogras. 

He recognized his competence to rule and the determination to administer the state. By 

this act, he dissatisfied the Dogras and recouped the control over the military too.9 

On November 5, 1840, Kharak Singh died and the very next day when Nau 

Nihal Singh came to the citadel, the mischievous fell which extremely hurt his head 

with the stone block. This block cracked his head and, as a result, he died. One more 

description is that he had stayed alive with his injuries, yet Dhian Singh crumpled his 

head when he reached the palace. Briefly, he could not become the Maharaja, however, 
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he had demonstrated his competence to grasp the high title. If his expiration had not 

come so soon, he would have administered the kingdom excellently and intrigues 

against the Sikh state could have been escaped.10 

4.1.2. Sher Singh and Maharani Chand Kaur: 

Sher Singh, the second son of Ranjit Singh, was born in 1807. Kharak Singh 

and Nau Nihal Singh’s demise hastened a catastrophe that not only enfeebled the State 

but was also the first step of inner uproars. Chand Kaur, the mother of Nau Nihal Singh, 

took the supremacy of the state into her hands. Sher Singh and Chand Kaur were two 

plaintiffs because Sher Singh was the son of Maharaja’s first wife. He was relatively a 

healthier administrator. He, with the reinforcement of Dhian Singh, proposed the throne 

whilst Chand Kaur was reinforced by the chiefs of Sandhawalia. On November 9, 1840, 

Sher Singh was installed as the Maharaja but, after just 23 days, he was dislodged by 

Chand Kaur. On December 2, 1840, she took the sovereignty and declared Malika 

Mukaddas11. On November 5, 1840, and January 18, 1841, there appeared a 

bloodstained, and Sher Singh proclaimed himself as the Maharaja. Maharani 

surrendered all the privileges to the throne and received a Jagir of 9 Lakh rupees per 

annum.12 

Sher Singh was administered from January 20, 1841, to September 15, 1843. 

He nominated Dhian Singh as Chief Minister. Ajit Singh and Attar Singh Sandhawalias 

ratified the control of state concerns. Despite the hardships and the penetrating groups 

in the Sikh Sardars, he governed in Punjab with capability and astuteness. He had been 

welcomed by the Sikh command and the adjacent British Empire. He was too feeble 

and nervous to control. He not only elevated substantial alarm for Lahore Durbar but 

also the British who predicted nothing lower than total turmoil. In these circumstances, 

some British officials recommended that an army of 12000 men should be proceeded 

to Lahore to preserve the Maharaja from the Sikh military. Although he had introduced 

himself as a king to the troops, yet he was unable to command them.13 The troops were 

disciplined and there was no mark of disobedience. For some time, the Maharaja fully 

trusted in the favor of Dhian Singh but he, by assuming his too much power, called 

 
10 Khushwant Singh, A History of the Sikhs, 1839-1974 (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1977), 2:12. 
11 On January 17, 1841, Chand Kaur conceded to relinquishing the title of Queen in favour of Sher Singh 

amicably. 
12 Abdullah Chughtai, op.cit., 29. 
13 Joseph Davey Cunningham, op.cit., 212. 
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back the Sandhawalias. They had not disremembered that embarrassment which they 

had experienced.14 

Sandhawalia chiefs left the domain and went to the British Empire. The British 

granted them shelter. In November 1842, Ajit Singh came back to Lahore. He was anti 

Dogras and Pro-British. He was appointed as a commander in the armed forces. On 

September 15, 1843, he and his uncle, Lehna Singh, assassinated Sher Singh and his 

son, Partap Singh. Lehna Singh chopped Partap Singh’s head and riding on his lance. 

They entered the fortress and slaughtered Dhian Singh. They had a strategy to rule over 

the State. But Hira Singh, son of Dhian Singh, killed both in revenge of his father's 

assassination, yet, Dhian Singh's demise was in the Sikh interests.15  

4.1.3. Dalip Singh and Rani Jindan (Jind Kaur): 

Dalip Singh, the youngest son of Ranjit Singh, was born on September 6, 1838. 

With the assassination of Sher Singh, the supremacy transferred to the disordered army. 

He, in the presence of his three surviving brothers, was designated as the Maharaja on 

September 15, 1843. Hira Singh was made his chief minister, yet his brothers, Pashaura 

Singh and Kashmira Singh did not resign to the assertion of the throne.16 Rani Jindan, 

the mother of Dalip Singh, had played an appropriate role, yet she failed to transmit the 

harmony amongst her family and the Sikh Sardars. Pashaura and Kashmira Singh 

communicated with the Sikh army. They also met Bhai Bir Singh who was an ex-army 

man and had much influence amongst the Sikhs. But the Sikh armed forces blasted 

Dera of Bhai Bir Singh and Attar Singh, Kashmira Singh as well as Birr Singh, along 

with hundreds of the Sikhs, was murdered. Pashaura Singh ran to the British Empire 

and caused further strife in the Sikh state. After this, the Sikh army attended to Hira 

Singh for Rani Jindan’s character assassination. He tried to run away from the Sikh 

dynasty but he was murdered. Thus, in December 1844, came the end of Dhian Singh’s 

dynasty. 

Rani Jindan took over the control of the state affairs in her hands with the 

assistance of her brother, Jawahar Singh.17 Pashaura Singh seized the Attock fort and 

declared himself as the Maharaja but he was killed by the Sikh military. The Khalsa 

army Punchayat found Jawahar Singh to be accountable and instructed him to appear 

 
14 Bikramajit Hasrat, The Punjab Papers (Hoshiarpur: V.V. Research Institute, 1970), 64. 
15 Syed Muhammad Latif, History of the Punjab, op.cit., 515-16. 
16 Khushwant Singh, A History of the Sikhs, 1839-1974, op.cit., 2:28. 
17 Ibid., 2:34,40. 
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before it. On September 21, 1845, when he came before the Army Punchayat, he was 

deceased. It also took over the matters of the Sikh state.18 Its orders were delivered 

under the seal "Akal Sahai" but it failed to have any impression on the Sikh state. All 

these circumstances had been noticed by the governors and officials of Multan but they 

kept quiet. 

4.2.Anglo-Sikh wars: 

After Ranjit’s demise, the story completes the challenging Anglo-Sikh Wars 

which observed the decline of his kingdom in the hands of his descendants. The initial 

strain in Anglo-Sikh relationships happened over a quarter-century after the 

confirmation of the Sutlej Treaty.19 It endorsed an Anglo-Sikh dual attack in 

Afghanistan to keep Shah Shuja on the seat of Kabul.20 The demand for the course of 

troops was not as clear as it showed because the British wanted to quantify the power 

of the Sikh armed forces, however, the abuse of benevolence was to be taken still more. 

In 1841 the British, for sending its troops in Kabul, claimed Lahore Durbar’s 

assistance. Lahore Durbar satisfied them to send a force under Gulab Singh but the 

British attempted to buy him.21 

4.2.1. First Anglo-Sikh War and response of Multan: 

The British took serious note of the inaugural battle of the First Anglo-Sikh War 

in their internal councils since it was soon obvious that a high cost had been paid for its 

triumph and catastrophe.22 On December 13, 1845, the British pronounced war on the 

Sikhs with the decree that the area beyond Sutlej would be regarded under their sphere 

too. Five battles, Mudki, Ferozshah, Buddowal, Aliwal, and Sobraon,23 were fought 

from December 18, 1845, to February 10, 1846. The Sikh armed force achieved 

Ferozepur as it was in a position to overcome the British armed forces. The head of the 

Sikh armed forces was also supporting the British.24 The Sikh and the British armed 

forces met on the combat zones at Mudki on December 18, 1845, and at Ferozshah on 

December 21, 1845. Tej Singh, the commander-in-chief of the Sikh armed force, 

 
18 K.K. Datta, A Comprehensive History of India: The Consolidation of British Rule in India, 1818-1858 

(New Delhi: People’s Publishing House, 1985), 11:23. 
19 This treaty was signed on June 26, 1838 amongst Shah Shuja, Ranjit Singh and the East India 

Company. 
20 Patwant Singh, Empire of the Sikhs: The Life and Times of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (London: Peter 

Owen Publishers, 2008), 72, 121. 
21 Harbans Singh, The Heritage of the Sikh (New Delhi: Manohar Publication, 1985), 198. 
22 Patwant Singh, op.cit., 125. 
23 Battle of Sobraon is known as the Waterloo of India. 
24 Sita Ram Kohli, Sunset of the Sikh Empire, op.cit., 103. 
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guaranteed the annihilation of the Sikh forces as the British army was not in a position 

to crush the Sikhs.25 He, along with 5000 Sikh warriors, fled from the front line at 

Mudki by instructing the Sikh forces to leave the war exactly when the army was at the 

stage of triumph. The same approach was adopted by the Sikh leaders at Ferozshah as 

per guidelines from the British.26 

On January 23, 1846, the Sikh armed forces battled with the British at Sobraon, 

yet this fight was lost even before the war because the leader of the Sikhs had sent data 

to the British about the Sikh army two days earlier. He guaranteed that the Sikh military 

would be misinformed and would be overcome.27 The Sikh military, who was still 

occupied with war, was surprised when it found sand in the sacks of ammo. In such a 

traitorous circumstance, how could the armed force be triumphant? The double-dealing 

in the skirmish of Aliwal was repeated by the Brahmin officer.28 Hasrat narrates: 

If Lal Singh and Tej Sing, Generals of the Sikh armed force, had 

not sold out their armed force, the aftereffect of the skirmishes 

amongst the Sikhs and the British would have thoroughly been 

distinctive.29 

In this way, the British could win these fights otherwise it was difficult to 

vanquish the Sikh armed forces. Cunningham describes: 

The English, therefore, humiliated Gulab Singh because their 

willingness to recognize a Sikh sway in Lahore should have 

been dispersed, yet the Raja announced his powerlessness to 

manage troops which still intimidated him and other well-

wishers of the Ranjit Singh’s family. This powerlessness was 

somewhat overstated to narrow-minded objects. Under these 

conditions of subtle approach and blatant sedition, the war of 

Sobraon was battled.30 

He further described: 

Indeed Tej Singh, rather than leading freshmen to support the 

worsening strength of the troops to his right side, fled on the 

initial attack and either unintentionally or by confirmation sank 

the boat on the bridge.31 

It was the peak of treason and infidelity where more than fifteen thousand Sikhs 

were murdered. The holders of wealth, nourishment, and ammo of war helped the 

 
25 Joseph Davey Cunningham, op.cit., 266. 
26 Ibid., 267. 
27 Sita Ram Kohli, Sunset of the Sikh Empire, op.cit., 112. 
28 William Hough, Political and Military Events in British India from the years 1756-1849 (London: H. 

Allen & Co., 1853), 287. 
29 Bikramajit Hasrat, ed. The Punjab Papers, op.cit., 72. 
30 Joseph Davey Cunningham, op.cit., 279. 
31 Ibid., 284. 
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British to vanquish them and joined the foes to concede the foundation of their 

Government at Lahore.32 The penetrating competitions and egotistical inspirations of 

the Sikh Sardar were accountable for such circumstances. It was sure that Lal Singh 

was not only in correspondence with Capt. Nicolson but also referred the plan of the 

Sikh’s arrangement at Sobraon to Col. Lawrence on February 7, 1846.33 Major-general 

Sir J. Littler crossed the Sutlej at night and on February 12, 1846, the fortress of Kasur 

was occupied without restriction.34 On February 15, 1846, the Raja and a few Sardars 

met with Governor-General at Kasur. They were informed that Dalip Singh would keep 

on his sovereignty, however, the territories between the Bias and the Sutlej would be 

held by the subjugators. He must pay 1500000 pounds as insurance for the expenditures 

of the war. On February 20, 1846, the terms reluctantly concurred and the British armed 

force landed at the Sikh capital of Lahore.35 

Dalip Singh was announced as the Maharaja of Punjab whilst Tej Singh was 

made Minister and Chief of armed forces.36 It is not comprehended why their intrigues 

could not be known to the Sikhs and why they were not repulsed for such horrifying 

violations. It is unmatched that how these few rascals succeeded to crumble such an 

enormous Sikh Empire and to make the valorous Sikhs vulnerable by their intrigues. 

Truly, it was their disloyalty that the British were permitted to reach Lahore on February 

26, 1846, as per the preplanned strategy.37 

On March 11, 1846, a pact was settled between the Sikh ruler and the British by 

which the whole region under the realm of the Sikh was separated into the following 

three sections.38 

1. The region amongst Sutlej and Bias was affiliated with the British. 

2. The regions of Jammu and Kashmir were handed over to Gulab Singh Dogra in 

acknowledgment of the services as conspirators of the Sikh. 

3. The rest of the Punjab region was admitted to be under the sphere of Maharaja 

Dalip Singh as the Sikh State. 

It was also mentioned in the accord that Dalip Singh, until achieving the age of 

adulthood on September 4, 1854, would stay under the custody of the British 

 
32 Ibid., 286. 
33 Ibid., 263. 
34 William Hough, op.cit., 300. 
35 Ibid., 301. 
36 Donald Featherstone, At Them with the Bayonet: The First Sikh War (London: Jarrolds, 1968), 153. 
37 Ibid., 153-54. 
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government. It was a joke because, during Ranjit Singh’s era, the Britishers did not 

attempt to enter Punjab for half a century. We see that, during the first Anglo-Sikh war, 

Multan and its ruler kept silent like an impartial one and did not play any part in support 

or against both sides. The reason was that Mulraj was going to resign and had no 

enthusiasm for the war. The reality is that he would have surrendered if he had the 

chance. 

4.2.2. Second Anglo-Sikh War and Multan: 

The British proceeded their tricks with the assistance of the deceivers even in 

the region reserved for Dalip Singh. If the success of Punjab had been the object, then 

it must have been inaccessible operations to cover Peshawar and Multan.39 For this 

purpose, they made equipped uprisings in Multan with the inspiration of pushing their 

military for further affiliation. The inhabitants were included in spreading the revolt 

against Multan. The Sikh armed forces had united with the supposed defies of Multan 

against the British plotting. The Multan Rebellion, oppressed by the British, had 

irritated the Sikhs.40 

4.2.2.1.Battle of Multan: 

Towards the end of the Sikh battle 1845-46, Sir Charles Napier walked to 

Multan and reached the central command of armed forces. In the areas of Multan and 

Hazara, the British forces were sent to annihilate the uprisings. It was the height of 

roguish plots, yet there was no power to uncover it. The Govt. of India had chosen 

Punjab to reach a critical stage.41  

On November 21, 1847, Diwan Mulraj offered his resignation. Mr. V. Agnew 

and Anderson were sent to Multan with Kahn Singh who was to take a charge of the 

new Diwan. A little force of 530 irregular men was also sent with them. Both were 

assaulted by Mulraj's people and killed. So, it was planned to send a force to penalize 

this deed and insubordination.42 In July 1848, it was agreed to quick operations against 

the stronghold of Multan with the help of the troops of Nawab of Bahawalpur and 

Edwards so that Diwan Mulraj could be defeated. On July 22, 1848, a decree was issued 

against Mulraj concerning his disobedience and the tricky murder of the British 

officers.43  

 
39 William Hough, op.cit., 301. 
40 S.S. Thorburn, The Punjab in Peace and War (Chandigarh: Languages Department, 1989), 102. 
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Lord Dalhousie, who was exceptionally eager to wipe out the Sikh power, 

announced the war against the Sikhs. He said that it was the second Anglo-Sikh war 

and they are not on the eve of, but in the core of war with the Sikh dynasty. I have 

drawn the sword and discarded the scabbard.44 On August 18, 1848, Major General 

Whish marched with seven thousand men and stayed near the Multan fort. He issued a 

decree to the residents and a convention of war was held with regards to the technique 

of assault on September 06, 1848. The place was blasted and different operations were 

started.45 On September 14, 1848, Sher Singh, with his troops, walked from Multan 

whilst General Whish held a meeting in which it was resolved to pull back from the 

siege and wait for assistance.46  

On November 18, 1848, the occupant issued a decree that the British armed 

forces have entered the districts of Punjab and will not come back to its cantonments 

until the full chastisement of all rioters. The operation, to put down all armed resistance, 

had been continued for three and a half months.47 On December 27, 1848, the Bombay 

regiment under Brig. D. Dundas arrived and assaulted the foe's entrenchments by a shell 

of the mortars.48 The foe's primary magazine was exploded then a large number of 

houses as well as a majestic mosque annihilated. On January 10, 1849, Luckee was 

taken and Muhammad Azim Khan entered Bannu on January 11, 1849.  Six thousand 

men and four guns took part in the possession of Dulipgarh.49 On, January 22, 1849, 

Tylor took the control of Bannu and Luckee, and thus the whole of the neighboring 

territories of Multan was seized. Some days after the above events, the fort of Harrand 

had also been taken by Lieut. Young. In early February, the Nazim of Multan gave up 

the hopeless contest which finished the war in this quarter of Punjab50. Till January 22, 

1849, the number of injured and killed persons was 1198.51 This end of the siege was 

due to General Whish who acted with incredible reasonability without endangering a 

failure.  

 
44 L.I. Trotter, Life of the Marquis of Dalhousie (London: W.H. Allen & Co., 1889), 38. 
45 The British officers, Lieut. Edwards, General Cortlandt, Nawab of Bahawalpur, Lieut. Lake, Lieut. 

Lumsden, Major General Whish, Lieut. Pollock, Capt. Cristopher, Lieut. Drew, Lieut. Richardson, 

Brigadier Markham, Lieut. Llyod, Colonel Patoun, Major Montizambert, Lieut. Cutil, Master Taylor, 

Mrs. James, Mr. Quin, Major Wheler, Brigadier Cheap, McMahon, Capt. Smyth and Lieut. Young etc., 

participated in the battle of Multan. 
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4.2.2.2.Battle of Chillianwala: 

On January 13, 1849, the second notable war was battled at Chillianwala. 

Chattar Singh, Nazim of Hazara, was accused by the British. His Jagir was seized and 

he was adjourned from the office. So, he chose to fight a war with the British and 

occupied the citadel of Attock, and seized Haripur. In this expedition, Col. Canora was 

executed and Sher Singh, along with his troops, left the British. He criticized the British 

for their mistreatment and wildness.52 On January 10, 1849, Lord Gough knew about 

the fall of Attock. Besides this, he came to know that Chattar Singh, along with his 

military,53 is also proceeding under Sher Singh.54 

By an uncommon coincidence, this memorable engagement occurred at the 

same site where King Purus, 2175 years ago, had battled a war against the Macedonians 

under Alexander. This time it was the burglar on Indian land who was soundly crushed. 

The Sikhs, under Sher Singh and his father, were present in the jungles near 

Chillianwala.55 Formerly, the Sikhs were outperformed in the field until increasing their 

number to 10000. After this, they attacked the British and the fight proceeded for the 

whole day. The Sikhs caught four guns and three colonels of British brigades. It was 

measured the worst beating endured by the British since their control of India. As a 

result, 2446 men along with 132 officers expired. It is said that three thousand British 

officers were assassinated or injured by the Sikhs.56 On the fourth day, the British armed 

force retreated to the Chenab River. The Sikh ghorcharas separated the British horse 

regiment and chop down their horsemen. At another site from inside the wilderness, the 

weapons opened up with a demolishing effect. Brookes, a Lieut. Col., of the 24th Foot, 

was also murdered. In another meeting, a vast group of Sikhs encompassed the Second 

Infantry Brigade. Gilbert's army had neither the shelter of guns nor the provision of 

cavalry. As a result, the contingent was scorned and driven back with overwhelming 

misfortune.57 

The Sikh armed forces had snatched George Lawrence and discharged him with 

the terms of compromise to leave Punjab and accept Dalip Singh as an undeniable 

Maharaja. This bargain was not adequate for the British because Lord Dalhousie was 
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designing to vanquish the Chillianwala. He wished to eradicate the Sikh realm from the 

substance of India and launch the British government in the Subcontinent by annexing 

Punjab.58 Since the extension was a delay from the higher strata of Britain, Dalhousie's 

affirmation was welcomed. Even though there was a large number of people in London 

who were not in favor of the seizure of Punjab. With the end goal of expansionism, it 

was chosen to apprehend Gujarat because the British had a dream that if they won this 

fight, they would achieve their goal to control India.59 

4.2.2.3.Battle of Gujarat: 

On February 21, 1849, the decisive war was fought in the territory between the 

town of Gujarat and River Chenab. The British had 11569 cavalry and 56636 infantries 

whereas the Sikh army contained 20000 men. A violent war occurred, yet the Sikh 

military's ammo was exhausted. They showed such valor that the British acknowledged 

them. They hold the knives of British warriors with their left hand whilst affected them 

angrily with their right hands.60 To Sandford: 

I feel embarrassed to state, even we succeed to spare our men 

from the retribution. I dread, they were executed thereafter. 

Yet, after all, it is a war of eradication.61 

On March 11, 1849, Sher Singh and his father handed over their swords to 

Major General Gilbert near Rawalpindi. Bhai Maharaj Singh was one of the individuals 

who was expelled to Singapore. The hesitancy of some Khalsa troops, to surrender their 

weapons, was clear. Some could not detain their tears whilst anger and scorn were 

visibly depicted on the faces of others. The comment of one dark facial hair, as he put 

down his weapon, was that “Aaj Ranjit Singh mar giya”. (Today Ranjit Singh 

expired).62 In this way, the war came to be an end. The Sikhs fought like villains. They 

ran right on the knife blade and collided with their attackers when they were stabbed.63 

Lord Gough rewarded the Sikh fighters in these words: 

Strategy blocked me from freely recording my opinions on the 

mind-blowing courage of our fallen adversary or recording the 

demonstrations of valor showed not only separately but also 

jointly by the Sikh Sardars and the military. I announce that it 

was not from a profound conviction that my nation's great 
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required the detriment and I could have sobbed to have seen the 

dreadful butcher of so committed a group of men.64 

This situation will be adequate to show the infrequent species of courage by 

these men. The dedication with which they stayed at their posts when the climate around 

them was completely fired by the British weapons does not concede portrayal. It is 

stated that they never retreated but battled valiantly with their Talwars to the end.65 It 

was also recorded that they attacked the British domain. They did not assault their 

distant cantonments nor set foot in their domain.66 According to Dalhousie: 

There will never be calm and peace in Punjab if the individuals 

are permitted to hold the chance of making war. There never 

can be currently my certification for the serenity of India until 

he should have influenced the whole overpowering of the Sikhs 

and eradicated them.67 

Self-protection may require the scattering of the Sikh army but how do we 

legitimize the seizure of our companion's region who, in adversity, helped us to recover 

our matters.68 After this war, the unsteadiness of the Sikh state expanded. The Sikh 

armed forces attempted to take the Sikh affairs into their own hands but all in vain 

because the military did not have full control over the Sikhs. After this war, partly 

annexation of Punjab was made by Harding whilst Dalhousie completed the aggregate 

annexation. 

4.3.Total annexation of the Punjab: 

On March 10, 1849, Sher Singh, along with his father and a few Sardars, 

reached his camp and handed over their swords. On March 11, 1849, they were captured 

by the British and thus they were convinced that no Sikh was left to fear them.69 The 

British then chose to annex the whole region of the Sikh dynasty. On March 29, 1849, 

the text of affiliation was constituted. Maharani Chand Kaur and her son, Dalip Singh, 

were sent to England. This narration was engraved on marble stone on the wall of 

Sheesh Mahal.70 The points of this pact were that: 
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1. Maharaja Dalip Singh surrenders his all rights and the privilege of his 

successors in regards to Punjab and all territory of Punjab is given to the British in pay 

for the gigantic amount of expenses spent by the British during the skirmishes.  

2. Kohinoor, a precious stone, is given to the Queen of Britain which Ranjit 

Singh had taken from the King of Kabul.  

3. The British would offer forty-five hundred thousand rupees every year to 

Dalip Singh and his relatives as expenses. 

Dalip Singh rapidly signed on this agreement and thus, the administrations of 

all his old workers were ended. In 1854, his other properties were seized and sent to 

England. He embraced Christianity and was given a domain at Elvedon in Suffolk. 

From December 18, 1845, to February 21, 1849, detail of Murdered, injured, 

and missing in the Anglo-Sikh fights are as under.71 

Year Date Battle Officers & Men Horses 

1845 
18th December Mudki 872 297 

21st, 22nd December Ferozshah 2419 507 

1846 
28th January Aliwal 589 353 

10th February Sobraon 2383 148 

Total 6263 1305 

1848 
23rd November Ramnagar 90 140 

3rd December Sadoolapur 73 48 

1849 
2nd January Multan 1198 0 

13th January Chillianwala 2357 176 

 21st February Gujarat- 807 280 

Grand Total 10788 1899 

 

On 29 March 1849, after the annexation of Punjab, the Nanakshahi mints of 

Amritsar, Lahore, Derajat, Multan, Pind Dadan Khan, Peshawar, and Rawalpindi were 

abrogated and the currency was introverted and intentionally replaced with the currency 

of the British Company. All Nanakshahis was recollected from the treasuries at Moti 

Mundir, Lahore, Amritsar, Peshawar, and Multan. All transactions, salary of the 

soldiers and revenues, were paid by the Company currency.72 
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4.4.Consequences of Anglo-Sikh Wars: 

With the Battle of Gujarat, the last confrontation of the Khalsa Army ended, 

and thus, Lord Gough recovered his repute which received a shock in the War of 

Chillianwala and had been succeeded by Sir Charles Napier as the Commander-in-

Chief.73 The sight was pitiful for the Khalsa army which had experienced repeated 

lashing since 1845-46. As the Sikh warriors sent with their weapon and offer farewell 

to their horses. The mutineers were trailed in a systematized way. The opportunity of 

the Sikh-Afghan collaboration was upset. All 41 guns and 16000 weapons were laid 

down. Besides Rachhpal Singh and Maharaj Singh, who fled without supporters, all the 

Sardars had capitulated.74 

The triumph of Sobraon gave Harding the right of subjugation. The success at 

Gujarat forced Lord Dalhousie to proclaim that right. He reminded Henry Lawrence 

that he had planned to demolish the Sikh power and the treason of its authority.75 In 

January 1849, he was informed by the Home Department that it was only in the situation 

of emergency that he was granted the right to seize Punjab. Henry Lawrence thought 

that the affiliation of Punjab is unfair and unwise.76 The affiliation of Punjab was 

intentionally approved by the Parliament, Court of Directors, and the British nation.77 

Lord Dalhousie sent Henry Elliot, Foreign Secretary, to Lahore to save his accord in 

the British Government’s verdict to destabilize the empire of Late Ranjit Singh. He also 

sent Diwan Dina Nath and Tej Singh with the explanation that the British Government 

had decided to annex Punjab.78 

After the annexation of Punjab, the first difficulty was to adopt a system of 

government for the newly attained provinces because the captivation of Punjab offered 

administrative problems. For consistent civilian management, the first gadget was a 

Board of administration. Besides this, in the history of India, a truly operative system 

of fortifications was formed for the military and political duties, the supervision of the 

Sardars, and the demilitarization of the old army.79 Every Presidency, under its Council 

and Governor, was authorized to endorse a code of Regulation when any region was 
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added by invasion or the pact, yet Punjab was not dedicated to any Presidency but 

merely affiliated to the British colony. It became the first organized province based on 

long executive experience.80 The practice of Interventionism could be found in the 

Regency era. It indicates a system of administration which deals with its public and 

authoritarian in a generous way.81 The Punjab province was classified into the following 

seven Divisions.  

First, the Cis-Sutlej Division on the East of Sutlej River, the second was the 

Trans-Sutlej Division on the West, and third was Lahore or the Central Division. 

Similarly, on the Southern side, the fourth Division was Mooltan which was close to 

the convergence of the Indus and its branches. The fifth division was named the Sind 

Sager Doab Division. Besides this, Peshawar and Derajat Divisions were known as the 

sixth and the seventh respectively.82 Initially, newly subjugated regions were classified 

into the following four focal groups or commissionership. 

1. The Lahore Division encompassed the upper locations of the Ruchna and Bari 

Doabs covering the political capital Lahore and the viable center Amritsar of 

Ranjit Singh’s Monarchy. It consisted of Lahore, Amritsar, Batala, (Gurdaspur), 

Sheikhupura (Gujranwala), and Wazirabad (Sialkot). 

2. The Jhelum Division comprised the Chuj Doab and the zone in the Salt Range 

(Hazara) in the Sind Sager Doab. 

3. The Multan Division incorporated the lower places of the Ruchna and Bari 

Doab, with three districts such as Multan, Jhang, and Pakpatan (Fatehpur 

Googian). 

4. The Leia Division, which encompassed the site of the Sind Sager Doab, 

consisted of all Derajat, South of the Salt Range, and Trans-Indus Zones up to 

the latitude of Kalabagh. 

Leia had four districts, Leia, Dera Ghazi Khan, Khangarh, and Dera Ishmael Khan 

including Bannu. However, Peshawar was the fifth division created later in which 

Peshawar, Kohat, and Hazara districts were included.83 Each Division was employed 

under a commissioner along with suitable subservient officials. Insubordination to the 
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Board were the Commissioners, Dy. Commissioners, Asst. Commissioners and Extra 

Asst. Commissioners.84 Commissioners performed as appellate judges and controlled 

the Dy. Commissioners intruded directly upon the lives of the inhabitants. They also 

performed the functions of Magistrate, Revenue Collector, and Criminal as well as Civil 

Judge. The staff of Dy. Commissioner’s Office consisted of Superintendent, Reader, 

Record Keepers, Deputy Record Keepers, Accountant of Revenue, Superintendent of 

Town Accountants, and Departmental Clerks.85 

The gathering of revenue had broken down and various techniques were 

invented to substitute the Sikh structure of collecting taxes which had been enforced by 

the power.86 After the battle of Gujarat, the pacification of Punjab was originated with 

ameliorative processes87 Addition of Punjab proceeded the borders of the British 

Empire to the mountain series. It intensely transformed British relationships to the 

politics of Kabul and Central Asia. Before the British era, the tribes, by aggressive 

actions, were engaged in struggle and the Nazims of Multan and Derajat reserved theirs 

plunders.88 With the end of the Gujarat war, the British troops engaged the city of 

Peshawar. The domain of Punjab had assisted as a sturdy buffer state between 

Afghanistan and tribal strongholds on the one hand and the regions of the Company on 

the other. British officials prejudiced the tribal chiefs in such a way that many of them 

gathered around the British during the Multan Revolt. After the affiliation of Punjab, 

the difficulties expected twofold characteristics i.e., the formation of a constant 

boundary between the Afghanistan and Punjab and the Government of that boundary.89 

To protect the inner peace, two different bodies of police; the civil and the 

military were prepared. The former body was allocated the duties to look and preserve 

the interior peace in the ward, villages, and town under civil officers. Whilst the later 

was consisted of 8100 strong men to stop crime and detain criminals under the 

mechanism of military officers. They were given the duty to supply guards and patrol 

the region.90 Police were accountable for the anticipation of anti-social events like 

burglary, dacoit, and Thugee, etc. One admirable characteristic of the police institute 
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was that the revenue collectors or Tehsildars were explored with police authorities in 

their dominion and thereby their collaboration was encouraged earlier. The second 

remarkable quality of the police system was that the best in the native measures were 

merged in it.91 Within two years, Board was able to report that all ferocious criminalities 

have been crushed, all bunch of criminals, assassins, and robbers have been creased and 

the agitators carried to justice. Life and property have been saved in the boundaries of 

Punjab.92 

The reconciliation and alliance went side by side in Punjab. The Lahore Durbar, 

concerning military and police, was incomplete. Each British effort, in the subjugation 

of Punjab, was followed by discharging and disarming of the Punjabis. The procedure 

began with the Treaty of Lahore in 1845 when the Khalsa army was deactivated and 

restricted. This tendency was sustained during 1848-49. With the annexation of Multan, 

the step and gauge of demilitarization increased. A new army and police system were 

presented with a sight to merge the administrative, political, and economic grasp of the 

British in Punjab. The Board originated its strategy towards the royal family, nobility, 

and the princely states to eradicate the conferred benefits and incentive the favorites. 

Briefly, these Anglo-Sikh wars proved a turning point in the history of the Sikh 

dynasty because they had changed the political scenario of the Punjab and Multan. After 

the second Anglo-Sikh war, the Punjab and Multan had gone under the direct control 

of the British Empire which demolished that Sikh state which Ranjit Singh had founded 

by a great struggle. 
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CHAPTER NO: 5 

ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM IN MULTAN DURING AND 

AFTER RANJIT SINGH 

Some present historians opine that Ranjit Singh was a brutal despot, in all three 

estates, Legislature, Executive, and Judiciary. By nature, he was not sound liable 

towards authoritarianism. If he struggled to be so, his surroundings were not such as to 

license of it. He competently merged several trivial principalities into a realm. Unlike 

Akbar, he did not evolve a perpetual secretarial system to sustain his deed. He could 

not introduce an appropriate structure to amalgamate and harmonize the working of his 

quite dispersed provinces.1 He, being engaged in military missions, could not attend to 

the executive feature for the constancy of his kingdom. He, however, did launch some 

feasible approaches of governance to the political and social milieu of his people. 

His civil government shall seem ambiguous, unpolished, unsystematic, or 

repressive, yet it assisted to alleviate the ills of the later primitive period and endorse 

the prosperity of his masses. His government may be called a modified military 

autocracy based.2 He, irrespective of faith or class, picked his ministers, governors, and 

councilors of confirmed trustworthiness and commitment. The Muslims, the Hindus, 

and even Christians, who gained Ranjit Singh’s assurance, were entrusted with the task 

of leading the kingdom. They were permitted to remain in authority so long as they 

stayed effectual and proficient in the kingdom.3 As per civil services, there was neither 

central or imperial nor provincial service. The prerequisite number of officers was hired 

by the State at the center as well as in the provinces. 

5.1 Ranjit Singh’s Central Government and Secretariat: 

The formation of the Sikh rule in Punjab in the late 18th century resulted in the 

removal of the Mughals and Afghans. The new governing class was composed of Jats 

and non-Jats. Non-Jats were signified among the sovereign class whilst non-Sikhs were 

the Muslim and the Hindu Jagirdars.4 Ranjit Singh’s all reigning class, belonging to 

various religions, regions, races, and nationalities, was varied in its arrangement. In 

terms of its ratio, the Sikhs were 49 percent, the Muslims 16 percent, the Hindus almost 
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29 percent, and Christians constituted about 6 percent of the total.5 He never depended 

upon the expelled chiefs. He added a fresh group to the aristocracy and these aristocrats 

were picked up based on their excellence and capability. They were given imperative 

places in civil management as well as the armed forces.6 From a non-aristocratic family, 

several Muslims, the Sikhs, and Hindus were picked up to assist the state. These 

individuals, Gurmukh Singh, Hari Singh Nalwa, Diwan Sawan Mal, Majithia, and 

Attariwala families, were holding the highest status.7 

The governmental setup of Ranjit Singh’s kingdom was classified into two 

types. First, the central government, which was under his direct control whilst others 

were under the autonomous Jagirdars who paid a fixed amount to the central 

government annually.8 He sensed the requirement of a sturdy federal State with distinct 

political borders. He had an overriding Secretariat, a panel of ministers but no 

parliament. He stayed constantly busy in diplomacy and war and devoted his 

contemplation to collect the revenue. He increased many direct and indirect sources of 

taxation on houses, land, exports, and imports. He was forced to bind his endeavors to 

the preservation of a practical system of management rather than preemptive 

legislation. He was pragmatic to those enhancements which were away from inordinate 

minds. We find despotism without rigors, a dictator deprived of meanness, and an 

administrative system far away from the local institutes of the East.9 His governmental 

system may be designated as a blend of unpolished and highly asymmetrical practices 

like the regime of the Sikh Misls.10 

During the Misl age, being a simple and unsophisticated governmental structure, 

there was no need for an extravagant Secretariat. A few peculiar assistants like Diwan, 

Toshahkhana, and the Munshi were essential.11 He followed this exercise for a few 

years, but as his zones grew broadly, the problems of finance, revenue, and 

administration also became intricate. Bhawani Das set up twelve Daftars where the 

military and civil functions of the Government were carried. The evolution of the 

Daftar, however, was slow but a gradual process.12 The overall impression amongst the 
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historians is that the departmental body began in 1808. Yet, this is not true. Following 

Daftars were existed during the whole period of the Sikh Empire.13 

5.1.1. Daftar Sarishta-e-Hazoor:  

It may be called regal or Maharaja’s institute. It was established in 1803 to control 

general expenses and income. Its duty was to communicate the Maharaja with the chiefs 

of other States and high foreign notables. This office was also responsible to keep the 

Maharaja’s special seal. Without this seal, no command was implemented. The Diwan’s 

office charged a definite amount for placing this seal on each document. The guardian 

of this stamp was paid a static amount annually from the central bank. Its other branches 

are as under.14 

5.1.1.1.Daftar Roznamcha: 

It was recognized in 1816 to debit and credit the entries by the treasure in relating 

to varied items under different heads. Later on, the articles entered in the Roznamcha 

were dispatched under their suitable heads. This was regulated by Abdul Karim.15 

5.1.1.2. Daftar Moharyani: 

It came into being in 1816 with the seal "Akal Sahai Mohr Daftar-i-Mubarak" 

under the title "Mohr-in-Motabiq-e-Amar-e-Ala Shudh" or "Sabte Sarishta-i-

Moharyani". Its main function was to attach the royal seal and receive commissions on 

official papers of payments. 16 

5.1.1.3. Daftar Maliyat (Abwab-ul-Mal): 

The purpose of this Daftar was to measure the records of the revenue receipts and 

other resources of earnings. 

5.1.1.4. Daftar Jama Kharch-e-Pargna or Talluqa: 

This Daftar upheld the records of the land revenue gathered from the Pargnas or 

Talluqa. 

5.1.1.5.Daftar Jama Kharch-e-Sairat: 

This belonged to the earnings from octroi duties and taxes from salt mines. 17 
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5.1.1.6. Daftar Wajohat-e-Muqarari: 

This reserved the records of income from the earnings of court fees18 or justice. 

The receipts were gathered in various methods. For example, definite charges were 

imposed on the compensation of complaints utilizing judicial verdicts. Penalties were 

paid to redress for illicit acts. There were the proceeds from numerous duties imposed 

on appeals by the people to the ruler or the ministers. Similarly, on all brands of private 

agreements, the costs were made for the affixation of the Royal Seal. 

5.1.1.7. Daftar Abkari: 

It involved all duties enforced on the sale of Bhang, Opium, Intoxicating drugs, 

and Spirits. The revenue derived from this resource was relatively unimportant. 

5.1.1.8. Daftar Chaukiyat: 

It dealt with the taxes imposed on all products irrespective of their origin or target. 

Constant tariffs were fixed on all objects without making a difference between necessity 

and luxury products.19 

5.1.1.9. Daftar Nazrana: 

It dealt with the earnings from the gifts. It was also a compliment paid to the 

monarch on various events by the people, especially by conspicuous dignitaries.20 It 

was in the shape of a stable charge from a subordinate tribal chief and sometimes it was 

given to the subjugator by the beaten chief for the maintenance of the region. Nazr was 

rewarded to the Maharaja which had been placed into two classes. First, the static 

amount that was funded by the minor chiefs, and the second contained gifts at court. It 

was given in the form of horses, cash, swords, and shawls. Ranjit Singh obtained 80000 

rupees from Bahawalpur. Similarly, he also got the same amount and several horses 

from Multan Vakil. Besides this, he received 16 canons and 25000 rupees from 

Jahandad Khan as Nazrana.21 During the same year Damudhar, the Vakil of Kabul 

offered Nazrana of 50000 rupees and several horses. 

5.1.1.10. Daftar Zabti: 

It was also a medium of substantial income obtaining from aberrant officials with 

penalties of assets. Sometimes, these were either recollected by the State or re-awarded 
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to others in the form of cash. In specific circumstances, it also withdrew the 

endowments of land from late Sardar’s descendants. 

5.1.1.11. Daftar Toujehat: 

This department was established to regulate the accounts of military and regal 

households. 

5.1.1.12. Daftar Akhrajat: 

It belonged to the expenses of the imperial household. It contained Inaam, Ibtiya, 

Astabal, Istemal, Tameer, Tahaaif, Khillat, Khurish feel, Dharmarth, Ziyafat, Tama 

Sher, Macula Saggam, Jagiraat, Langar Khas, Kiraya, Musaedat, and Madid Kharch, 

etc.)22 

5.1.2. Daftar Mawajib: 

It dealt with the payment for a royal family and departments. This office 

sustained the records of pay and other remunerations of the government sectors, such 

as civil staff, the army, and the clerical institution. To handle the inflammation work 

and enlargement of the military and civil establishments, this department was delimited 

in Mawajib-e-Fauj-i-Sawari (Asymmetrical Cavalry), Mawajib-e-Piyada-e-Mutayyan-

e-Qalajat (infantry garrisoning strongholds), Mawajib-e-Sair-i-Jamaat (miscellaneous 

corporations and protectors accommodated at Government edifices and ferries), and 

Mawajib-e-Amla (establishment).23 

5.1.3. Toshahkhana-e-Khas: 

It is a storeroom or a compartment where rare and cherished objects were kept. It 

was recognized in 1818.24 Its head was called Toshahkhania. During the supremacy of 

Ranjit Singh, Misr Beli Ram remained in charge for almost seven years.25 Dewhriwala, 

the guardian of this office, was a well-reputed person of Ranjit’s household 

institution.26 This institution preserved distinct records of the Zar-e-Naqad and the Zar-

e-Jins (the belongings and expensive metals27 kept in its guardianship from time to 

time).28 This department also looked after the making of new articles and the repair of 
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old ones. For its permanent establishment, many engravers, skilled artisans, and 

goldsmiths were employed.29 The distinctive and invaluable Kohinoor diamond was 

also well-maintained in this department. 

5.1.4. Bahla Toshahkhana: 

It was completed in two-phase. First time during1816-35 whilst, for the second time, 

during 1841-46. It belonged to the papers concerning Toshahkhana Khas. These papers 

were included only one packet which neither complete nor very comprehensible. 

5.1.5. Daftar Shahzada: 

This department has been invented in 1821 with the seal "Sabte Sarishta-e-

Shahzada".30 This retained the accounts of the earnings and spending of the Jagirs and 

assignments of the royal princes. 

5.1.6. Daftar Darogha: 

It was established to look after the custom, octroi, and excise duty receipts.31 The 

stamp of this Daftar, engraving with "Ram Dayal", was stuck under the description of 

Sabte Daftar-i- Darogha. 

5.1.7. Daftar Mula and Daftar Khas: 

Daftar-i-Mula was a kind of Supreme Department that was formed during 1822-23 

with the stamp "Sat Guru Shahai Khurm Rai" with the Caption of "Mundiraj Daftar a 

Mula Shudh”. It administered the entire work of monetary management.32 It had two 

seals "Akal Sahai Daftar-i-Khas 1880" and "Akal Sahai Diwan Singh" under the Slogan 

'Tahreer Yaaft".33 Khushal Singh was the first to hold this office and nobody could meet 

Ranjit Singh except through him. But after some time, some of these Daftars were 

eliminated and a few merged with others. 

5.1.8. Daftar Abwab-ut-Tahveel: 

This department was related to the records of the financial statement of expenses 

and income. Ranjit Singh formed reserves in all Pargnas with the mandatory staff. The 

reimbursement of the salaries was made from the native bank account. Other necessities 

in respect of cash were also met out of the treasury of the Pargna which were placed in 

Tahweldar’s34 custody.35 At first, this sector dealt with financial records of a diverse 
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nature, yet, later on, this encompassed the records of assorted natures such as chief 

treasury, army, buildings, paymasters, cloth merchants, and jewelers, etc.36 When 

distinct offices of different administrative branches were established, the function of 

this office became limited. The records of rifles, shells, guns, and gunpowder, which 

were prepared indigenously, were also reserved in the office of Tahweldars.37 

5.1.9. Daftar Naqqal: 

This office was recognized in unification with the office for the innovative work 

and may be assumed as the institution of Sarishta-e-Hazoor.38 The Maharaja’s 

instructions or verdicts in legal cases were referred to this office. 

5.1.10. Daftar Mamlikat: 

It dealt with overseas relationships with the Cis-Sutlej States, Sindh, Afghanistan, 

Nepal, and East India Company. Fakir Aziz-ud-Din was the head of this department 

who arranged the drafts under Maharaja’s directions. 39 

5.1.11. Daftar Wazir: 

All imperative papers, documents, and appeals were first inspected by this office 

and then were sent to the Maharaja for final approval. Dhian Singh, who was the head 

of this office. The Maharaja's orders were implemented by him. 

5.1.12. Daftar Religious Endowments: 

The function of this office was to convert the Maharaja’s orders, which were 

oral and in Punjabi, into Persian writing and proceed with them by a Munshi. Wherever 

there was no Munshi, any other minister or officer noted and transferred it to the 

Munshi. The Munshi, later on, converted it into Persian and stamped on it. Then the 

order was offered to the Maharaja for endorsement. He was uneducated, yet he had 

attained a good awareness of Persian and comprehended the essence of his uttered 

order. After the approval of a directive, it used to be stamped twice. One had the writing, 

"Akal Sahai Ranjit Singh" in Gurumukhi script whilst the other had the writing 

"Molahiza Shudh" in Persian.40 
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5.2. The local management and government in Multan: 

During the Mughal period, Multan was given the status of a complete province 

which was divided into three divisions, Multan, Bhakkar, and Dipalpur. Besides this, 

Thathha, which was consisted of five Sarkar,41 was also counted in Multan. It was 

divided into five Pargna. During the Sikh kingdom, it was classified into twenty 

Talluqas42 i.e., Luddan, Tibbi, Kahror, Nalah Sadr Wah, Bahadurpur, Kotli Aadil, 

Punjani, Ghazipur, Khanpur, Khai, Shahpur, Sikandarabad, Shujabad, Sardarpur, 

Sadaney, and Tulamba.43 Here, all the above departments were also performing as it is. 

At first, the administrator of the province was called Subedar but, later on, this 

designation was exchanged with the Nazim. Under the Nazim, there was a large number 

of Mutsaddi, Jagirdars, Ijaradar, and Kardars. Mahkma Faujdari (Criminal department), 

which worked under Faujdar, was established to control the crimes while Mahkma 

Diwani was in the hands of Qazi and Mufti. For the revenue collection, several Patwari, 

Korari, and Bukhshi were appointed. Qanungo, who was under Kardar, evaluated their 

accounts.44  

Ranjit’s Kingdom was roughly divided into four Subas, Lahore, Multan (Dar-ul-

Aman), Kashmir (Jannat-e-Nazir), and Peshawar.45 Besides Lahore, Multan and its 

adjacent territories were under the control of autonomous  Jagirdars who paid a fixed 

amount to the central government annually.46 If we admit a Suba as the key unit of 

provincial management then we can disregard this philosophy that the entire kingdom 

was classified into districts.47 Every Suba was further alienated into Pargnas, the 

Pargnas were branched out into Talluqa and each Talluqa contained Mouzas or 

villages. Mouza is the smallest unit of the Suba. The standard of this classification was 

administrative suitability, cultural or clannish sympathy, and revenue facilities.48 

Multan Suba had a Nazim who, as a central character, relished a very close 

assurance of the Maharaja. With the Maharaja’s friendliness, he could perform as a 

miniature monarch. The Nazim’s office was an appellate court of unique character and 
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130 
 

the Nazim had appellate authority against Kardars.49 Next to Nazim was the Kardar 

who was usually selected by the Nazim. He was the head of a Pargna of the province 

and whose headquarter was more imperative in the perspective of management. With 

massive authorities, he was a replication of the monarch in the center. He administered 

land revenue and was considered as a revenue collector, an accountant, a magistrate or 

a judge, and an excise officer as well as the customs officer. He used to submit the 

petitions to the Nazim. He was the most imperative and profoundly burdened State 

officer who had all the collective powers of an evaluator and a well-being officer.50 Due 

to the vast administrative authorities, he had enjoyed much more power than the Nazim. 

He was without any permanent stipend and commonly lived on congestion. His leading 

role was to gather revenue and to credit the balance in the State treasury instantly.  

Diwan Mulraj kept his Kardars in good order but he had full control over them. They 

were not allowed to plunder. Their Violence had been placed at his door.51 

In Multan, Sawan Mal was a Kardar and a big Ijaradar too. Another interpretation 

is that the entire territory was slightly divided into districts.52 This Suba contained the 

localities of Multan, Dera Ismail Khan, Leiah, Dera Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarh, and 

some parts of Jhang. It consisted of various Pargnas which were further divided into 

Talluqas. There were fifty or hundred villages or Mouzas in a Talluqa. More than one 

Kardars were appointed in the big Pargna. The smallest administrative unit was called 

a village, in which the Punchayat system was enforced. 

A vital feature of the indigenous management in Multan was the Punchayat which 

existed in every Mouza and enjoyed inclusive supremacies. It was possessed of so much 

sacredness that no party dared to tell a lie before it.53 Each Mouza was an autonomous 

unit in which land was detained by the inhabitants on the Bhaichara basis.54 Although, 

there was not a police department during the entire Sikh kingdom, yet Kotwal was 

responsible to maintain the law-and-order situation.55 It, to a great extent, was 

devastated for many years due to mismanagement and warfare. Property and life were 

 
49 Baron Charles Hugel, Travels in Cashmere and the Punjab (London: John Murray and Albemarle, 

1845), 115-16. 
50 Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and Times of Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 296. 
51 Great Britain Parliament, op.cit., 05. 
52 Narendra Krishna Sinha, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 139. 
53 Ibid., 140. 
54 It is noteworthy that, in Lahore, the admin was classified into Muhallas which was supervised by a 

native leading person. 
55 Ikram Ali Malik, op.cit., 161. 
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unreliable and the populace, which once had been abundant and rich, had been ruined.56 

Kotwal was the principal police officer who, usually a Muslim, enjoyed broader powers 

to sustain law and order.57 

After the conquest of Multan, a new era began in which civil rulers, the Afghan 

army, theologians, and traders were substituted by the civil administration, the Punjab 

army, and the Akalis.58 With the seizure of Multan, its flourishing chapter started. At 

the time of natural catastrophes, such as hunger deaths, the scarcities, slums in industry, 

or agrarian and horticultural disasters, its residents were permitted to go and settle down 

any place in Punjab. New regions and colonies were set up in Dera Ghazi Khan, 

Muzaffargarh, Leiah, Dera Ismail Khan, Mailsi, Kahror Pacca, Pakpatan, Sahiwal, 

Jhang and Rajanpur, etc. People were relaxed without any terror or emotions of being 

non-Punjabis. The artisans, laborers, and clerks could find jobs effortlessly. At the 

arrival of the new government, there was a sense of relief, safety, and gratification 

amongst them because they had been remained humble slaves for several centuries and 

suffered religious, military, and politico-economic massacres.59 

No one could decide with the prejudiced interpretations that even thriving governors 

could not gratify Ranjit Singh’s demands in getting the fixed payments than peripheral 

contentment to the producers of Multan. It is supplementary that governors were 

terminated for not dispatching higher revenue to Lahore Durbar and the same is the 

case with Multan during the early period. From 1818 to 1821, Ranjit Singh discharged 

six governors. Such sturdy decisions were eye-openers to the consecutive governors of 

Multan. As a result, Sawan Mal and Mulraj performed their duties in their best manner 

and they arose Multan at its peak in socio-economic, civil, military, and political 

fields.60 

Ranjit Singh’s major concern in Multan, with a vision to grant socio-economic and 

religious sovereignty which was previously denied, was to offer secular, effective, and 

generous executive machinery. In his kingdom, it was not a small act to unite the 

regions and their people and save them from repressive events of the reigning class. To 

rescue the people of Multan by endowments and reduction of revenue, who were below 
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the poverty line, was an admirable step.61 Lapses are found all over the world under any 

format but we have to read these administrative activities in the light of the political 

environment in the later primitive age whether Mughal or Pathan or even the Sikh 

regime. 

As a Governor, Sawan Mal showed a colossal perimeter to diligent work and caused 

extraordinary changes. He offered many modifications. Under his administration, the 

approach of broad development was a noteworthy achievement in the history of Multan. 

His real changes and plans, which not only made him a unique ruler but also one of the 

best and effective governors, will be discussed in the next chapter. Yet, there were three 

solemn flaws in the administration of Multan which were accountable for so-called 

domination after Ranjit’s death.62 First, there was no official check on the Kardars. 

Secondly, Kardar was so overloaded with miscellaneous duties that numerous 

imperative matters had gone into the hands of his subordinates. They were poorly 

rewarded and hence had no inducement to work correctly with energy and passion. 

Finally, the delegation of infinite powers involved them to feather their nests at the 

price of the community. The idea of the parting of powers never happened in the minds 

of all the rulers of the subcontinent. So, it is on record that even the accumulators of the 

East India Company also expected both judicial and administrative commands. In 

Multan, officials acted well without any terror during Ranjit’s era but after his death, 

innate imperfections began to seem. Not only in Multan but also in other parts, the 

public was behaved as cows to be milked for the advantage of the government or 

Kardar. But we should not disremember that, in such a condition, this kind of event 

was nearly a worldwide phenomenon.63 

Briefly, Ranjit Singh paid much attention to the rulers of Multan to recognize 

his suzerainty. It was a chunk of his general approach to claim suzerainty over self-

sufficient chiefs as a prelude to the extension of their territories. He possessed Multan 

along with Peshawar, Dera Ghazi Khan, Bannu, and Dera Ismail Khan too.64 He tended 

the devolution of powers to the Nazims, Diwans, Thanadars, Jagirdars, and Kardars65 

 
61 Lepel Henry Griffin, Rulers of India: Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 139. 
62 Joseph Davey Cunningham, op.cit., 168. 
63 N.M. Khilnani, British Power in the Punjab 1839-1858, op.cit., 168. 
64 Hari Ram Gupta, Panjab on the Eve of First Sikh War: A Documentary Study of the Political, Social 

and Economic Conditions of the Panjab as Depicted in the Daily Letters, op.cit., viii-ix. 
65 An agent, an official or a revenue collector of a Taaluqa or a Pargna. 
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and separated them from Chaudharys, Amils66, Muqaddams67 , and Zamindars.68 He 

delivered instruction in the name of Sawan Mal to give an endowment of a town worth 

one thousand rupees to Hukmnamia69 Sikhs in Multan.70 These authorities prove this 

fact that he had control over Multan and designated his own Nazim.  

5.3. Military setup: 

Ranjit Singh, due to courage, valor, and headship qualities, demonstrated keen 

concentration in employing the Hindus in his military. Undoubtedly, mostly 

subjugations, when he was struggling to launch his kingdom, were happened by them. 

He was assisted in his regional enlargement by them and rose him from chief-ship to 

the Monarch of Punjab. The European strategies, which had brought triumphs to the 

East India Company against the monarchs Maharaja Sindhia, Tipu Sultan, and Juswant 

Rao Holkar could not retreat Ranjit's consideration. Most of the Sikh army consisted of 

Katiyawand who originated their horses and got a binary share of the prize.71 The 

Maharaja observed the benefits of the rising of artillery and infantry units. He was eager 

to employ ex-company sepoys to increase infantry divisions. In 1809, when the British 

called a pause to Lahore Sarkar's triumph of the Cis-Sutlej state, it induced him to train 

his military to check the ever proceeding of the British. How much he succeeded in the 

training of his army was demonstrated by Lafont in these words. 

All the noblemen went at day intervals to Ranjit's assessment 

and returned rather embarrassed. He had approximately 

numerous troops. They were well-organized rather healthier 

dressed, repeated the equal-armed movements and some others 

more complex and in brief, nobody identifies what to say about 

it, so that they say nothing but that they are sure the Sikhs 

would retreat in real combat.72 

To support the altered tactics, where a harmonized fire from muskets and guns 

could break and halt a cavalry, it was essential to advance the artillery and infantry. 

However, the Sikh army had placed very slight confidence in artillery and nil on 

infantry. The foot warrior had only to protect the fortress. In this armed force, the Sikhs 

 
66 A kind of revenue collector, interchangeable with Kardar as the administrator of Taaluqa. 
67 The head of a village or a part of thereof. It can be called a lambardar, who collects the dues paid to 

the muqaddams also called lambardari and Biswi. 
68 Foreign/Political Proceedings, June 18, 1852, No.182. 
69 A person for whom a written order “Hukmnama” was issued. In fact, Hukmnama used generally for 

the letters of the Sikh Gurus to their followers. 
70 Foreign/Political Proceedings, December 31, 1847, No. 184. 
71 Lepel Henry Griffin, Rulers of India: Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 86-87. 
72 Jean Marie Lafont, French Administrators of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (London: Oxford University 

Press, 1978), 209.  
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scorned each other that Ranjit Singh had to register Purbias and traitors from East India 

Company to form new infantry which could communicate the Sikh infantry.73 All this 

altered when he joined parades and granted substantial support and prizes to them.74 

How famous it had become can be traced out from the table.75 

Year Strength of Infantry Monthly Salary in Rupees 

1819 7748 60172 

1823 11681 84162 

1828 15625 116284 

1833 20577 167962 

1838 26617 227660 

1843 37791 483056 

1845 53962 570205 

It is said that each division was contained almost 800 men. He, with his vision 

and instinct in military elements, provided his solemn consideration to artillery. It was 

lucky for him that the Sikh soldiers did not have any sturdy hatred for artillery, as they 

did for registration to infantry.76 From 1822, he engaged some Europeans to train his 

soldiers and be able to form guns. In artillery, the most obvious were Alexander 

Gardner and Galud August Court.77 Similarly, there were many swivels78 and guns in 

the Sikh artillery which detail has been provided below.79 

Year Strength Swivels Guns Salary 

1818-19 834 190 22 5840 

1828-29 3778 280 130 28390 

1838-39 4535 280 180 32906 

1843-44 8280 300 282 82893 

1845-46 10524 300 376 89251 

  

 
73 Sita Ram Kohli, The Organization of the Khalsa Army, Maharaja Ranjit Singh First Death Century 

Memorial (Patiala: Languages Department Punjab, 1970), 67. 
74 An examination of the pay rolls up to 1813 shows that the bulk of the infantry men consisted of 

Hindustanis, Ghurkhas and Afghans, whereas those of 1818 and onwards reveal that the Sikhs element 

was becoming more predominant. See, Kohli, The Organization of the Khalsa Army, op.cit., 67. 
75 Ibid., 71. 
76 Ibid. 
77 Ibid. 
78 Swivels are moved in support of mobile columns such as the cavalry in spite of the change in tactics 

lose their importance. 
79 Ibid., 74. 
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Artillery divisions were Topkhana Jinsi (diverse batteries), Gavi, Aspi, and 

Hoboth. There were also the Zamburks and Ghumbaras.80 The number of guns in a 

Jinsi battery was 10-25 or more, whilst in a horse battery, it stretched from 6-10 pieces. 

A Dera Zamburakkhana included about 60 swivels and later, their amounts were 

condensed to 25-38. Ranjit Singh had a foundry for forming Guns at Lahore. These 

guns were as good as utilized in the British armed force. It hesitated in our mind that 

the art of making guns was innovative in Punjab in the early 19th century.81 According 

to Barr. 

The two guns on the right side of the battalion were six-

pounders and were similar to that William Bentinck had 

offered to Ranjit Singh. The remaining were formed by himself 

and seemed nearly equal. They were very decent and all the 

blast was shaped of beaten iron whilst the price of each was one 

rupee. The majority of the ammunitions were collected with 

pewter which he stated responded well. The men's costume was 

approximately like the British artillery but without helmets. 

They used to fasten red turbans which hang down to shelter the 

rear and cross belts; and a black leather cover with lengthy 

boots; black waist and black leather muffler.82  

Ranjit Singh exhibited his insightful sense in restructuring his cavalry. The 

majority of the Sikhs were soldiers and he saw no maltreatment among them to join his 

soldierly service. He kept his military in Ghorcharas as well as the consistent cavalry.83 

The troops of the Sardars of the Kanhia and Nakkai Misls were fascinated by the groups 

controlled by princes Sher Singh and Kharak Singh respectively.84 Though there was 

no fixed structure of regimentation in the grades of the Deras, yet some executive 

positions of the regular units, commander-in-chief, and major, had been fascinated. To 

develop management and control the combat, some minor Deras was kept together and 

were positioned under the charge of an officer.85 

  The Jagirdari cavalry was sustained on the feudal norm where each Jagirdar was 

to provide a definite number of well-resourced troopers. Their number was resolute by 

the worth of their Jagirs. These troops stayed on their Jagirs and each Jagirdar had to 

submit a vivid roll of all the figures of his dependent. The exercise of labeling the horses 
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was familiarized. They were to offer themselves every year on the day of the Doosehra 

anniversary. A harsh assembly was taken by Ranjit Singh and the attendance of every 

person, from the highest officer to the usual soldier, was made mandatory.86 Any breach 

of principles invited instant chastisement.87 Two French Captain Allard and Ventura, 

who after the decline of Napoleon, joined the Maharaja’s service in 1822. They had to 

be well-organized on similar lines as was the example of a cavalry unit in Europe.88 

After examining the first qualified units, Ranjit Singh was contented that the foreign 

officers will produce outcomes then they were granted large salaries. 

Ranjit Singh had 52 European in his army such as English, Russian, Spanish, 

Greek, German, French, and Austrian. Sixteen were French and among them, General 

Ventura and General Allard were distinguished. These two were accountable for 

making Fauj-e-Khas89 which had many fruitful campaigns to its glory.90 Its noteworthy 

characteristic was the readiness to travel at two days’ notice with all its apparatus at 

thrilling speed. Allard’s Brigade contained 3 regiments while Ventura’s on 5 

divisions.91 Two other French Officers, Avitabile and Court, soon joined Ranjit Singh’s 

armed service. Gen. Court was assigned the obligation to develop the artillery division. 

By 1830, the Maharaja had three developed and full-fledged Brigades.92 

In 1833, Ranjit Singh ordered to restructure his entire regular military on the 

pattern of Fauj-e-Khas. Observing such happenings, the British ordered their mediators 

to be attentive and detained any French military officer connected with Maharaja’s 

army.93 Ventura and Allard had introduced the system of officers “En pied” and “Ala 

Suit” which had been introduced long ago in the French armed forces.94 Thus the 

 
86 Ibid., 86-88. 
87 Cases were not wanting where even the highest military officers who failed to fulfil the conditions of 

the grant suffered punishment. Even Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa, a great general of Ranjit Singh, was fined 

a sum of two of rupees for not maintaining the stipulated number of men. 
88 Leopold Von Orlich, op.cit., 1:167. 
89 It was a royal brigade which was kept as a reserve force, like Napoleon’s old guards, to act whenever 

a set-back had been suffered by other regular corps and danger threatened the country. In 1837-39, all 

(horse, foot and artillery) contained on 5447 men. Court’s brigade was consisted of 2430 strong men 

while Avitabile had 2548 men under his command. That makes about 10000 men out of 35000 horse, 

foot and artillery which formed the regular army of the Punjab. 
90 Jean Marie Lafont, op.cit., viii. 
91 Ibid., 17. 
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93 Fauja Singh, Military System, 1799-1849 (New Delhi: Moti Lal Banarsi Das Publishers, 1964), 77-79. 
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officers and are considered as such as Brigadier de Armee de terre. 
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brigade, whatsoever loss of officers, may survive in the field.95 Due to these well-

organized battalions, In Punjab, nothing could be measured in any field of life. At 

Ferozshah in 1846, these skilled battalions and brigades were handed over to the British 

armed force and this was the only emotion of tragedy they ever experienced.96 

Finally, the question is that if Ranjit Singh had already completed his conquests 

then why did he employ the European officers in his army? The answer is that the 

empire, towards the North-West and the South, was adjoining with Muhammadan states 

(Afghanistan and Sindh) of much bigger magnitude and historical unity which had been 

endangered. In the situation of a setback, if a Jihad was declared by the Ulama, a 

speculative solution for such difficulty was the formation of muscularly well-organized 

units under the command of officers who would be contingent only on the head of state. 

They would receive no other intervention in the implementation of their order.97 

5.4. Sawan Mal’s Military exercise in Multan: 

Sawan Mal’s military exercises were significant too. He prepared a trained 

armed force98 under the supervision of Ganda Singh who made strides against the 

different tribes to stifle them.99 He constructed strongholds at Dajal, Harrand as well as 

Umarkot and sturdily garrisoned them. In Dera Ghazi Khan, one of his first 

demonstrations was to continue a military campaign against the Mazari tribe who, in 

1827, had been isolated from the residual region. They also denied to admit Sawan 

Mal’s sovereignty and sustained the greedy habits for which they were notorious. He 

proceeded against them with a military of 7000 men, drove them into the Hills, and 

compelled them to submit all the stolen cattle to their owners.100 They soon retorted and 

discharged the village of Mithan Kot. Against them, the second campaign proved more 

successful and as a result of which, Bahram Khan, the Mazari Chief, went to Diwan’s 

Durbar in 1833 and agreed to annex his territory with his government. After this, the 

Gurchani tribe ascended in resistance and assaulted the Harrand citadel which was 

constructed by the Sikhs, and killed the superintendent of the fortress. This defiance 

had to be put down too.101 During the sovereignty of Ranjit Singh, Sawan Mal's power 
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enlarged day by day but he never demonstrated a rebel. He waged his tribute with 

consistency even in hostile situations.102 

In April 1834, an irritating quarrel started between the Zamindars of Qadir Abad 

(Sawan Mal’s territory) and the inhabitants of Pindi Bhattian (Talluqa of Gulab Singh). 

In this fight, a few Zamindars of the later zone were assassinated and many others were 

injured. The Maharaja instructed Diwan to surrender the town to Raja Gulab Singh and 

subtract its income from the balance sheet of the Maharaja.103 The same year, another 

riot arose between Sawan Mal and the Kardars of Raja Gulab Singh. The Maharaja 

accused the Diwan and sent Devi Dayal to resolve the clash. The Diwan was advised 

that, if he desired to pass his days in delight and well-being, he was to remove his hand 

from disruption. In 1835, the firestorms of hostility and uproar were renewed. The 

Maharaja then selected his imperative courtiers, Gobind Ram, Khushal Singh, Ram 

Singh, Fakir Aziz-ud-Din, and Beli Ram, to interfere and settled the quarrel between 

the two groups. As a result of their struggles, it was resolved that the Kardars of both 

parties would stay within their recognized boundary. Besides this, all assets and cattle 

would be reciprocally returned and they were fortifying their responsibility so that no 

one could produce trouble of riot, yet the quarrel persevered in one form or another.104  

In April 1837, the Maharaja instructed Raja Gulab Singh to launch his rule in 

the Talluqas of Lyallpur, Chaniot, Jhang Sial, and Pindi Bhattian previously included 

in the zone of Diwan Sawan Mal. Misr Sokhraj was employed to gather the money from 

the territory. By a written agreement, the revenue for these Talluqas was fixed at 

125000 rupees. Hereafter, a letter was dispatched to Gulab Singh not to confine the 

region of the Diwan.105 Gulab Singh, with his troops, went to Rampur and ordered the 

Diwan’s fighters to hand over the citadel to him. A battle started and numerous fighters 

were executed and injured on both sides.106 Instantly, a directive was dispensed to Nau 

Nihal Singh to resolve their border dispute and to create an understanding between 

them. 

In October 1837, Dhian Singh protested to Ranjit Singh that the flame of 

divergence, between the Zamindars of Sahiwal and Raja Dhian Singh, had grown 
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upward.107 The Maharaja issued an order to Raja Tej Singh to overwhelm the 

divergences. In March 1841, when the Maharaja Sher Singh had recently gotten the 

incomparable power, Dhian Singh attempted to poison his brain against Sawan Mal. 

The Maharaja engaged them to increase new entities to a substitute area for the Khalsa 

soldiery.108 He had been in deep interaction with the British power because he had 

consumed so much cash and worked at Multan. In 1844, three regiments of mounted 

troops and forty-six little and enormous guns under his charge.109 

The Multan Suba was referred to all through the kingdom as Dar-ul-Aman. The 

calm and serenity, which he set up, was comparatively outperformed than Hindustan 

which is administered by an assortment of law.110 In general, he was strict, yet as not 

as people think. He was unfeeling because he took from the farmers and merchants 

whatever he could take but without crushing the savings. Yet, he never permitted to 

wild to Muree or Mazari booties and uncivilized Sikh officers. He was a man who knew 

when to be harsh and when to be tolerant.111  

In a nutshell, it becomes clear from the above certainties that Sawan Mal’s 

government in Multan province was in shrill distinction with that of the Subas of 

Peshawar and Kashmir. He was a compassionate but enthusiastic administrator with 

abilities of heart and head and further devoted to the wellbeing of the public. He 

supplanted the scattered government of the Pathans, by a framework of rule conducted 

on the standards, which profited the public and the State. Because of these attempts, 

development, populace, and flourishing extended much. Though he was a Hindu, yet 

he valued the virtues of the Pathans which provided recognized and dashing officers to 

his army. 

5.5. The Judicial system: 

Like all oriental emperors, Ranjit Singh had interested in getting appeals and 

listening to the protests in the streets. For the judicial system, there was no written 

constitution and laws in the Sikh dynasty. For the petitioner, the common way was to 

lie down in the track of the regal parade or cry for his safety amongst the gathering. The 

Maharaja would resolve some problems on the spot and send them to the concerned 

 
107 Ibid., 62. 
108 Jagjiwan Mohan Walia, op.cit., 117. 
109 Dabi Prashad, op.cit., 178. 
110 Mohan Lal, Travels in the Panjab, Afghanistan and Turkistan: To Balk, Bokhara, and Herat (New 

Delhi: Kissinger Publishing, 1986), 401. 
111 Herbert Benjamin Edwards, A Year on the Punjab Frontier in 1848-49 (Michigan: University of 

Michigan Library, 1851), 2:25.26. 



140 
 

officers. His memory and attention were so sharp and intense that he frequently, being 

resolved by the junior officials, used to investigate the cases and peeped into them.112 

There was not a single occasion when his understanding helped him in approving or 

modifying the judgments of his officers. He had placed an appealing box in the 

accessible places and reserved the key in his custody. The requisitions were read out 

and he used to take appropriate action on them. To him, justice was the most significant 

obligation. The following sacred words of Guru had made a profound influence on his 

mind. 

The rulers must do justice and the educated must focus on 

accuracy. If they do not, they are accountable to heavenly 

punishment.113 

Such a statement had a clear influence on his mind but justice was not just decent 

for him. It was also a requirement of state administration if he anticipated being known 

as a fruitful ruler. If he desired to win the sincerity of the people, as he surely did, he 

had to grip the gauges of balance consistently not only between a man and a man, the 

rulers and the ruled, a public and a public and a cluster as well as a cluster. It is merely 

a procedure of stable relationships that can create balanced outcomes, yet such a 

network is not possible for achievement without the support of a sound justice 

administration. Most records of European and Persian writings are quite mute on the 

matter of judiciary under the Sikh regime. It was not constructed on any codified 

framework of laws but depended upon elastic customary rules. The lack of a suitable 

structure of the courts and judicial process is accountable for much of the misperception 

with which the entire subject is bounded. 

Customary laws were utilized for the provision of justice. Separate Qazi courts were 

established for deciding civil cases of the Muslims where Qazi was appointed and 

justice was provided under their religious principles and law of Sharia.114  Nazim’s 

court was the biggest one in the Multan province. Besides this, special courts were 

established in city areas. Although the Nazim had the main status in the court, yet 

Kardars were given the right to hear the judicial proceedings.  They could hear civil 

and criminal cases, yet village clashes and ordinary cases were settled by the 

Punchayat. The qualification for its members was the ownership of the land and a 

definite volume of local effect. The Punchayat had a resemblance to the nature of a 
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mediation court or a selected judicial panel. Its verdicts were reviewed by the Kardars 

whenever they were not admitted by either party. In the towns, justice was controlled 

by the Kardars who also judged the more reputed cases within their Talluqas ascending 

from quarrels of legacy, payment of taxes, and limitations of the land.115 There was not 

any discrimination between civil and criminal cases and both parties could submit their 

appeal to the Kardar against each other. 

At the provincial headquarter, such cases were resolved by the Nazim, and 

sometimes distinct officers, as well as major Kardars, were hired to deal with a specific 

case. They were known as Adalati. Besides central and local courts, judicial authority 

was also delegated by the Sikh ruler, in exceptional cases, to his ministers and Jagirdars 

who were authorized to decide the cases of their relevant departments and areas 

respectively. Finally, the Maharaja also held his Durbar and listened to the petitions 

and appeals against the findings of the Nazim, Ministers, Kardars, and Adalati. The 

infliction of the capital sentence was set to the monarch himself, but the cases, in which 

Kardar utilized his authority, were not deficient. But in the absence of trustworthy 

statistics, it was not possible to form a convinced judgment of the frequency of such 

cases. Generally, it is admitted that chastisement for assassination or other physical 

wounds was meted out to the crooks in the shape of prices or bodily punishments. 

However, deterrent convictions (hanging and cutting of hand) were employed only in 

criminal and extraordinary cases.116 On the whole, hard conviction depended upon the 

assortment of the criminality, the individual impulse, and the mood of a judge. The 

verdict could also be affected by a specific zone in which the criminality was 

committed. 

Sawan Mal turned his consideration to launch a law-and-order situation. He chose 

Diya Ram and allotted him the mission of smothering robberies and burglaries. He 

instantly assaulted Baku Langrial, a notorious freebooter, of Tulamba and assassinated 

him.117 Different looters and thieves were harshly chastised. He held his Durbar 

consistently and dispensed equity to all with no segregation of cast and ideology. He 

used to get composed petitions which he either discarded or gave to the Kardars for 

clearance.118 He regulated equity to channelize all his dynamism to the modification of 
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118 F.W.R. Fryer, op.cit., 56. 
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his control and its compensation. His justice was eminent for his fairness. A peasant 

once charged that his product had been destroyed by an aristocrat's horse that had been 

permitted to run slack. Similarly, once Ram Das, his son, was found to be blameworthy, 

he was detained by him for a few days. To Edwards: 

Between the poor, he did equity with incredible agonies and 

unbiasedness. However, a rich man, regardless of the privilege, 

never got a decision from him without paying for it.119 

Cattle thieves were constantly executed. If one killed a cow he was punished to 

decease. They were hanged and no request and appeal was allowed. On one event, a 

nearby celebrity120 begged for the life of a looter. Sawan Mal ordered that the criminal 

must be hanged before that man's entrance.121 Similarly, a pledger’s property was 

auctioned and the officer was found indulging in an illicit bribe then he was profoundly 

fined by him. In 1836, he, to maintain a strategy to escape from sex offenses, issued 

firm commands that under no circumstances the guardians ought to keep their adult 

little girls unmarried.122 If there should be an occurrence of insubordination, they were 

extremely rebuffed. State officers were told to assemble marriages of adult young ladies 

and not to leave the matter in the hands of their parents. The people of Multan looked 

slightly better than the cattle. If a Sikh assassinated a Muslim, a fine of 16-20 rupees 

was imposed by the government of which two rupees were given to the deceased family. 

Similarly, on the assassination of a native Hindu by a Sikh, four rupees were funded to 

his family.123 In Multan, the Afghan system of justice was faster than the Sikhs. They 

slung the illegitimate on the branches of the trees. Death punishment was an endless 

event even in a minor crime. But under Sikh rule, capital chastisement resulted in the 

case of killing. Men are to be scarcely freed. The people looked satisfied with the justice 

and accepted that only one awkward person in every 20 was hanged due to their 

criminalities.124 

Besides this, the judicial system was also a source of income for the government. 

For the judge, a handsome bribe was ensured by the defendant and plaintiff. Parties to 

the suit (winner and loser) had to pay money to the judge in the form of Nazrana or 
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Jurmana respectively. Owing to the extravagant delay, the plaintiff had to pay 

Taihkhana to the judge in return for the wastage of his time. If a Multani would submit 

any application against his Sikh owner for compensation of his property, he was asked 

to pay the judge a massive price for his verdict to recover his lost property.125 After the 

recovery of the stolen property, the owner had to pay one-fourth of the property as 

Shukrana to the judge. Sometimes, in the case of robbery, the entire village had to 

compensate for the loss and pay one-fourth to the government too. In civil cases, if the 

plaintiff could not prove the blame against the defendant, then he had to pay a specific 

fine from the perspective of the wastage of the judge’s time. Besides this, a peculiar 

cost was received as Muhrana for putting a royal stamp on legal documents. Several 

European authors have appreciated this judicial system, though it had some drawbacks, 

yet it was quite right as per the nature of the people. He is considered, in every record, 

as a viable and dynamic who did marvelous work in the field of legal courts.126 

The Sikh's judiciary setup was precise, unpolished, and simple, yet, in real practice, 

it was extremely suited in the political and social atmosphere of the populaces. Under 

the system of government, in which the notion of the parting of powers was absent, 

none would guess to find examples of the breakdown of justice. Still, the exploitation 

of authority, on the part of the native administrators, was restricted by abundant 

deliberations. For example, the term of the judicial officer is based on his righteousness 

and well attitude.127 The judicial procedure, in criminal and civil cases, was not costly 

and dilatory and this quality was so delightful to the subjects. Nevertheless, the greater 

excellence of the setup lays in its easiness and in the absence of those legal technicalities 

and intricacies, which, if familiarized amongst the laborers and peasantry, would have 

affected the track of justice with unescapable complications.128 It is also a fact that 

Sawan Mal regulated equity with solid and unbiased efforts. He dedicated his entire 

energies to the betterment of his State. The outcomes obtained by absolute force in the 

defense of law-and-order situations are transient. It is merely a procedure of stable 

relationships that can create balanced outcomes, yet such a network is not possible 

without the support of a sound justice administration.129 
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5.6.  Official language: 

To win the sincerity of the people, it is necessary for the ruler that he had to grip 

the masses consistently. The Sikhs were Punjabi speaking and their writing style was 

Gurumukhi whilst the ruler and the ruled in the Punjab and Multan belonged to Persian. 

After establishing their dynasty, the Sikhs wanted to enforce their language but they 

maintained Persian as the official language to win the heart and sympathy of the masses. 

The revenue records of the Khalsa Durbar were written in the Persian language. In this 

system, the accounts were denoted by certain signs called Raqoms. In these Raqoms the 

highest figure is shown at the top, the next lower figure represents the smaller amount, 

and so on.130 Sawan Mal was also a decent scholar of Persian and Arabic. In a brief 

time, he maintained Multan records in Persian which were in misperception. To do this, 

he won the gratitude of the Maharaja for his insight and secretarial aptitudes and rapidly 

rose to sophisticated positions.131 

Similarly, the records of Cis-Sutlej rulers bore the Hijri132 logbook too. The 

Muslim rulers utilized the Hijri date on their Sanads. Some of them were Nawab Shuja 

Khan of Multan and Bahawal Khan of Bahawalpur.133 Similarly, the Hijri period was 

utilized as a part of the report of Raja Bundu Khan of Gujarat while giving the town 

Bhagnagar a mosque. The supervisor of the Muslim organizations did the same too. For 

example, a deed of funding of Shaikh Muhammad Yar, Diwan of the holy place of Baba 

Farid at Pak Patten, utilized the Hijri schedule to award a grant to a widow of a Bede 

in 1815.134 Yet, every official record was written in the Bikrami Sammat.135 During the 

late 18th and mid-19th century, the Persian dialect was utilized as a part of the sanads in 

Multan because it was the governmental dialect. Strangely, the deeds composed in 

Gurumukhi were accessible too. Besides this, there were such examples where the 

people utilized Gurumukhi too.136 In a few circumstances, the grants were delivered in 

Persian, however, these were stamped in Gurumukhi. The Maharaja always approved 

pay orders in Punjabi which, later on, was converted in Persian writing by a Munshi 

and then sent to the Maharaja for endorsement. 

 
130 Sita Ram Kohli, Catalogue of Khalsa Durbar Records, op.cit., 2:9. 
131  Diwan Amarnath, op.cit., 100. 
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Medina on July 15, 622 A.D. 
133 Foreign/Political Proceedings, March 22, 1856, No. 133. 
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It starts half a century before the Gregorian calendar and works on Indian calendar cycle. 
136 Foreign/Political Proceedings, January 14, 1853, No. 220. 
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5.7. Educational system: 

No amendment is imaginable without social awareness, and social awareness 

always comes with education. The distinction of education is a vital strength for the 

autonomy of men and women. Education should be provided to boys and girls alike 

because education for women will study Bani. Without it, prayers cannot be properly 

performed.137 It is said that the educational standard was raised in Punjab after the 

arrival of the British, yet it is completely wrong. East India Company discovered that 

education in Punjab, including Multan, was far superior to that education which the 

British had introduced. For the Muslims, the Hindu and the Sikhs, specialized schools 

for language, technical training, logic, and mathematics existed. Besides this, craft 

schools in miniature painting, drafting, sketching, calligraphy, and architecture had also 

been set up in Multan and Punjab.138 

It has also concluded that the Sikh Empire was years ahead in education than 

the so-called Europeans. In every village in Ranjit’s Punjab, the Punjabi 'Qaida' had 

supplied through Kardars which was necessary for females. Thus, the literacy rate in 

women was 100 percent because every woman was literate in the sense that she could 

write and read the 'landi form of Gurumukhi.139 At that time, the overall literacy rate in 

Punjab, including Multan and its surroundings, was more than 80 percent. After the 

Multan revolt, the British felt that if the Punjabi language, as a source of education, was 

not demolished, these wild Punjabi will dominate over the British. To overcome this, a 

thoughtful operation to burn all those 'Qaida' was planned.140 During the reign of Ranjit 

Singh, some well-known schools were running in Amritsar by state contribution. The 

most famous was Bhai Juna Singh’s school where Adie Granth, Dasam Grant, 

arithmetic, Vyakaran, and Parans were educated. Foods were given to the students and 

no fees were charged by the school. Correspondingly, there was Bhai Lakhan Singh’s 

school in which the educator was given education of the religious books in his own 

house. Bhai Ram Singh was a successful school in which learners, from remote areas, 

came to take higher educations in Kaviya, Vyakaran, Pingal, Alankar, History, 
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Literature, Nitti, Astronomy, and Arithmetic.141 These schools were donated to the 

Jagirs and remunerations by the Maharaja. In Deras, the Udasis and Nirmalas had 

retained their schools. 

In Punjab and its adjoining areas, including Multan province, 41.3 percent of 

people had learned the Quran, Persian, and Urdu were learned by 37 percent masses, 8 

percent people knew Nagri, 6.7 percent inhabitant learned Gurumukhi, and Hindi was 

learned by 7 percent people.142 Although teaching amongst the Punjabi women of the 

upper castes of Hindus was better than Muhammadan, yet all sects of the Sikhs were 

not as rare as would be assumed from the attentive turmoil of the regional activists. In 

the Punjab, native female’s teaching needed less improvement than renewal. The girl, 

who was ever learned to read Nagri, Gurumukhi, or Arabic in her own house or a 

colleague’s house, had a brother who was more detached from her in language and 

feeling. The mother also could not collaborate with the teacher. Punjab had been more 

generous in conduct and religion than North-Western provinces.143 There was a large 

number of fairly good indigenous Muslim schools between Multan and Sakhar.144 E. 

O’ Brien, Dy. Commissioner of Multan, satisfied with the hope of Multani people who 

were desirous of spreading the primary education.145 

The Punjabi lady had not only been more or less educated but she had also been 

an instructor of others. Before the affiliation of Punjab, six public schools for girls were 

running by Punjabi women. Among the Muslims, many widows considered it a holy 

obligation to teach the Quran to the girls. The native girl was more intellectual than her 

brother and there were few families in which the brother, father, or mother did not feel 

arrogance in educating the younger female members.146 Amongst the Muslims, all the 

girls were taught the Quran whilst a Sikh girl could not privilege the label of a “pupil” 

unless she was capable to read the Granth.147 According to the Census of 1854-55, the 

population of Punjab was 12717821. There were 26216 villages in Punjab with 450 

persons in each, 2124 small towns and each contained 1000 to 5000 inhabitants, 31 
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cities which consisted of 10000 to 50000 and four first-class cities, including Multan, 

with 55999 persons.148 

During the Sikh era in Multan, different kinds of languages and vernacular 

dialects, Mahajani,149 Lande,150 Sarafi,151 and Nagri,152 were taught in various 

indigenous schools. The medium of education was Hindi, Arabic, Persian, Punjabi, 

Gurumukhi, and Urdu. In Mahajani, various samples of multiplication-table, Gurs, and 

Dars were taught in Multan.153 A large number of indigenous schools exited the 

province. Schools were opened from 7 A.M. and closed at noontime. A class was not 

allowed to surpass 50 pupils. If any report came forward, the Nazim would send soldiers 

to capture the teacher who was committed to destroying the future of the children. Can 

we ever visualize such love and care today?154 But after the annexation, their number 

had been decreased with the advance of Government schools. They were a relic of an 

ancient village system and the teacher, instead of cash, was paid a certain proportion of 

Jins from cultivated land.155 These indigenous schools were of various descriptions and 

the course differed from each other. Different kinds of indigenous schools were given 

as under. 

The first kind of schools, Thakurdwara156 and Dharmsala157, existed in Hindu 

places of worship. The education was given in Hindi or Gurumukhi. This education was 

mostly on a religious character which and hence was pursued the contentment of the 

soul than worldly necessities. The Brahmans just learned it in Thakurdwara for the 

performance of religious ceremonies and their learning was limited to a few Mantras.158 

Schools in Masjids belonged to the second type. Here the Mullah taught the Quran and, 

sometimes, a little Persian. The Quran was just learned by repetition without translation. 

Maulvi Ubaid Ullah of Multan, who also gave education in Galewal, had no competitor 

 
148 Ibid., 4. 
149 Mahajani was the character of merchants. 
150 Lande was properly the character of shopkeepers. 
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a religious endowment. 
158 Ibid., 114. 
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in the field of learning.159 The third type of school was established at the private 

residence of learned men in Persian or Sanskrit whose reputation had attracted scholars 

from various parts of the province. 

Fateh Muhammad Jalalpuri has mentioned that the school in the grand mosque 

was held in Jalalpur (Multan) in the time of the Sikhs under the supervision of Maulvi 

Fazil Mohammad. Teachers attached to the school were also given pensions.160 These 

men provided complete education in Sanskrit and Persian literature. The former was 

liked by only Brahmans, yet other Hindus very seldom got it. The latter, without 

distinction, was read by the Muhammadans and the Hindus, the laymen, and priests. 

The fourth kind consisted of Mahajani schools where a Pandha161 taught Hindi reading 

and writing to those young boys who were less than twelve years. Besides this, four 

simple rules of arithmetic were also learned. In these schools, rational arithmetic had 

attained great attention from those boys who had come from the best public schools. 

Pandha gave such education which was more practical than any other private or public 

school. It was seen that, where a Pandha had started a school, pupils from the 

government schools gathered to him.162 

The fee was charged according to an unstable scale. At the end of every month, 

food, soap, oil, and other household things were given as a salary of the teachers. The 

masters were not taken from any specific class. The teaching occupation had become 

inherited. Besides proficient men in Persian, Arabic, or Sanskrit, the teachers 

commonly knew no more than they informed their pupils. No arrangements were made 

to train them in such schools. They would accept aid from the government to the grant-

in-aid rules. But the tragedy was that there was not a single one amongst them who 

could convey such other information than that of present-day. However, there were two 

ways in which it might be done. First, men who could play a secondary role would be 

engaged in these schools to teach arithmetic, geography, and history. Second, these men 

might be encouraged to join normal and government schools to get an education in the 

subjects of modern teaching methods and general knowledge.163 
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There was a large number of Dharmsalas in Punjab, particularly in a few areas 

of Multan and the west side of the Jhelum where Bhais was teaching, reading, and 

writing in Gurumukhi and the multiplication tables. These books consisted of religious 

education and boys learned them by heart. Neither arithmetic and multiplication tables 

nor history and geography were taught in these schools. In every Pargnas of Multan 

and Punjab, influential men were convinced of the betterment of these schools. 

Similarly, the indigenous schools had decreased because the people had desired to pay 

much consideration to secular education. People of Multan used to study Arabic and 

Persian, and acquire proficiency but, later on, these indigenous schools were confined 

to the Quran and a few elementary tracts (in Urdu and Persian) for treating of 

Muhammadan Law and religious tenets. There were very few who studied Arabic for 

the sake of becoming accomplished scholars. The reason was that the Muhammadans 

of Multan could not support or spare their sons to get an education.164 

In the mosques, the Quran and religious tenets were taught, and in some schools, 

Urdu and arithmetic were also added. In the Persian schools, Gulistan, Bostan, 

Zuleikha, and Sikandar Nama were taught along with composition. In the Arabic 

schools, Logic, Arabic Grammar, Muhammadan Law, Philosophy, Hadees, and Tafseer 

were taught. There was such one school in Multan in which the number of students was 

only six.165 Maktabs,166 Chatsalas,167 Masjids,168 Pathshalas169 , and Dharmsalas170  

were the educational institution for the principal classes.171 At Jhang, there was a 

Maktab school under the supervision of Mian Ghulam Mohammad with an enrollment 

of 45 pupils. Similarly, a private informant Quran school, with 15 pupils, was 

established at Jhang. Besides this, a Pathshala, under Maya Das, and a Gurumukhi 

school were also set up at Jhang with 15 and 10 pupils respectively.172 There was one 

Maktab school along with 8 boys and 12 girls, one Gurumukhi school with 8 pupils, 
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one Pathshala with 3 pupils at Muzaffargarh.173 Besides this, 42 primary schools in 

Multan and 30 in Muzaffargarh also existed. Similarly, one Normal school in Multan 

and one in Dera Ismail Khan existed. There was not a single Maktab school in Sahiwal, 

yet a large Dharmsala with 80 pupils was set up under the teacher Jawahar Singh.174 

The District Inspector of Schools provided a list of indigenous schools and teachers in 

Multan. In Multan distinguished Maulvis were Rahim Bukhsh, Abdul Rahman, Sultan 

Mahmud, Noor Mohammad, Abdullah, Khuda Bukhsh, Nasir-ud-Din, Nizam-ud-Din, 

Abd-ul-Haq, Qadir Bukhsh, and Zain-ul-Abidin. Besides this, Ram Bawa, Rikhi Kesh, 

Fateh Chand, Chando Ram, Kahlo Ram, Thakur Das, Kanaihya Lal, Jhangi Ram, and 

Tharia Lal were famous pundit. Similarly, Jagat Singh, Amar Singh, Damudhar Das, 

Salo, Pareetam Das, Sant Das, Lalu Ram, Poker Das, Saru Das, Kanaihya Ram, Ram 

Das, Gulab Singh, Dharma Das, Khem Das, Utam Singh, Daulat Ram, Ganesh Das, 

Sara Das, Dhian Singh, and Ishar Prakash were distinguished Bhais whilst Sukhu Lal, 

Dili Ram, Machhar Bhagat, Pyare Lay, Daulat Rai, Sidhu Ram, Nemat Rai, Chela Ram, 

Kirpa Ram, and Takkan Lal were renowned Bedis.175 

There was no rule for selecting teachers for Muhammadan children. Any man 

possessed of competent knowledge could become a teacher. The Hindu Pathshalas 

were well versed in the subjects they were required to teach. The Pandhas were 

generally from the class of Muhammadans known as Rawals or from Brahmans. In 

these schools, there was no system for the selection of the teachers or regards the course 

of studies.176 

The method for the punishments was that a boy, who came late to school, was 

called Pedi or Pisiddi whilst the boy who came first was called Miri. This distinction 

was sufficient to ensure punctual attendance. In worse cases, the punishments, standing 

in the corner of the room, hitting on the hand, or pulling the ear, were the usual 

punishments. Fines were not imposed because no stipends or scholarships were granted 

from which they could be subtracted. Sometimes, the boy had his heels drawn up and 

got a few blows on the soles of the feet. Sometimes, a senior boy was instructed to slap 

a young disobedient. Each boy was given the lesson separately.177 

 
173 Ibid., 85. 
174 Ibid., 14, 89. 
175 Ibid., 75. 
176 Prakashan Deep Singh, op.cit. 
177 G.W. Leitner, op.cit., 42-43. 



151 
 

Exclusively, until the arrival of the British, the education system in the Punjab 

and Multan had been religion-based. Once Maharaja Ranjit Singh had struggled to 

originate an English school for his family children as well as the family of the Sardars. 

This was a part of his innovative program which had worked fine in his Military. For 

this purpose, he requested John C. Lowrie, the first American Presbyterian preacher, 

but the proposal fell through owing to the Maharaja’s denial to let the Bible be educated 

in the suggested school.178 So, the scheme of education before annexation remained 

old-style. 

Despite the best objectives, mostly public officers of the British Government, 

that had the advantage of the customs of other provinces, crippled and destroyed the 

factual education of Punjab. The Punjab and Multan, where the most dishonest chief, 

the greedy money-lender, and the opportunist, had a ritual to make peace with his 

integrity by establishing schools and gratifying the learned. There was not a single 

mosque, a Dharmsala, and a temple that had not a school devoted to it.179 
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CHAPTER NO: 6 

AGRO-ECONOMIC AND REVENUE SETUP IN MULTAN 

Multan, from the antique time to the contemporary period, has an imperative 

socio-economic upbringing. It has endured all over history and relished a great tactical 

position. It is located on the core trade routes at the junction of the Chenab and the Ravi 

rivers.1 With the arrival of the Arabs, new socio-economic relations were made. This 

multiculturalism was the outcome of the collaboration of local societies with Arab 

merchants and travelers. Due to its well administrated and secured position, the traders 

exchanged their trade without any fear or foul.2 For three centuries, it enjoyed a well 

status under the mechanism of the Muslims and preserved its place in the perspective 

of socio-economic revolution, yet in 1818, due to the wars amongst the Afghans and 

the Sikhs, Ranjit Singh became able to annex it. He was a huge legate, a trained fighter, 

a resolute ruler, and a crooked leader.3 

 His tenure, as the king of Punjab, is remarkable for instituting a well-defined 

administration and meticulous financial system. The policies of financial administration 

were systematically implemented under peculiar economic conditions. However, this 

achievement was the result of his Hindu financial administrators who helped him to 

implement these policies. These Hindus had great eligibility for their jobs as they were 

well versed and familiar with financial management. His financial system was very 

simple because there were no elaborate budget estimates prepared in advance. He was 

the center of the whole governmental system and was assisted by a Chief Minister, few 

Ministers, and many Diwans, Toshahkhania, and Munshis of different departments. The 

departments like Revenue and Central Secretariat were given to those astute Hindus 

whose family members had occupied ministerial posts in the Muslim Court of Delhi 

and under the Kabul Government. The finances of the Sikh Kingdom were regulated 

on the principle of keeping the expenditure within the limits of revenue. If the revenue 

declined to owe to some unexpected circumstances, the expenses of the State were also 

shortened proportionately. There was no practice of meeting deficits through loans. 
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6.1. The land revenue system: 

As per the system of revenue, Ranjit Singh did not familiarize a new system in 

Multan and the whole Punjab. The ancient Mughal structure was embraced with 

positive additions and modifications. The ancient series of revenue administrators, such 

as Muqaddams, Qanungos, Kardars, Tehsildars, Zaildars, Zamindars, and Shiqdars 

with the Diwan at the peak, was adopted for the management and gathering of revenue. 

The Thanadars, Sufaidposh, Qaladars, Pargna-wise, and Harkaras sponsored the 

Kardar and the Nazim in keeping law and order situation and revenue collection. They 

were answerable to the Nazim.4 The key source of his income was land revenue. The 

total revenue of his State was about 25000000, of which 17500000 was received by the 

farmers. Lahore Durbar had no uniform system of assessment. In the earlier period, the 

Batai system was popular in the greater part of Punjab, especially in Multan. Due to the 

satisfaction of not being the rise or fall of prices, the farmer liked it. The revenue 

collectors, at the end of each harvest, would go to the peasants and take the State share 

in kind. It was a colossal system, so, in the later period, Ranjit Singh adopted two other 

systems, Kankut and Ijaradari of revenue.5 Under the Kankut system, the government 

officials used to estimate the gross produce of standing crops in the field. Under the 

Ijaradari system, the land, under assessment, was given on contract to the highest 

financier for 3-6 years. The Ijaradar was bound to submit a detailed report of the 

products and money collected from cultivators to Lahore Durbar.6 

The income, accumulating from sources other than land, was combined under 

one head of sairat. The heads of Departments referred their certified papers to the office 

of the Diwan for inspection. The Diwan office was a record office where these papers 

were deposited in an appropriate place. The papers, which were sent to the Diwan’s 

office, were twelve in number (Taaluqat, Sairat, Wajohat, Nazrana, Tahweldars, 

Ibtiya, Kiraya, Zakhirajat, Ratib, Mawajib, Madid Kharch, and Siah Roznamcha).7 

 
4 John Malcolm, op.cit., 126-28. 
5 M.S. Randhawa, A History of Agriculture in India (New Delhi: Indian Council of Agricultural Research, 

1983), 3:94. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Taaluqat was the collection of land revenue from districts, Sairat was belonged to the collection of 

revenue from customs. Similarly, Wajohat was related to the collection of revenue from excise whilst 

Nazrana was the collection of fixed annual tributes, fines and presents. Besides this, Tahweldars and 

Ibtiya were concerned with government funds as well as other State transactions, and purchase of things 

for general use respectively. Kiraya Daftar was concerned with the fare of conveyances hired for 

government business. Zakhirajat was the transactions regarding the purchase and consumption of 

military store. Correspondingly, Ratib was based on the purchase and consumption of fodder for 

government stables while Mawajib was responsible for the payment of salaries made to various branches 
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In Multan, the official papers were dispatched by the heads of departments to 

the office of the Diwan for examination. In his record office, these papers were 

deposited in a legitimate place. The records, presented by the heads, were examined 

there.8 Other than this, another Daftar was Awarcha9, yet this paper related to the 

specific heads whose Jama Kharch account did not exist amongst the above papers. 

These specific heads were Inaam, Tahaaif, Khilaat, Dharmarth, Itayat, Muqarrariyat, 

Serf-e-Hazoor, Ziyafat, Rukhastanah, Jagiraat, Musaedat, and Ewaz-e-Musaedat. The 

Awarcha papers related to the credit and debit of financial records whether. This was 

exchanged by the simple word Jama Kharch to evaluate the accounts of numerous 

departments. These papers were a kind of register for the financial statement in which 

the credited items were posted to the relevant department daily. This new system was 

introduced in 1815.10 

6.2. Sawan Mal’s revenue system and reforms: 

In the initial period of the Sikhs, Multan was in the poorest state because the 

executive mechanism was not operational and there was no richness and calm in it. But 

after the selection of Sawan Mal, a new era originated.11 Under him, a large number of 

reforms were introduced to collect revenue for the Sikh State. He, along with his son 

Mulraj, improved the land revenue system. During a brief period, he, by introducing 

unique and innovative reforms, changed the entire appearance of the province. He was 

an extremely thoughtful and generous administrator.12 He took care of the income 

issues with estimable capacity. His government was superior to anything that had 

continued it. The exclusive obligation of the State was to collect the wealth for the 

Diwan because, without it, the province would not thrive and the revenue would not be 

paid.13  

 
of the army and civil establishments. Madid Kharch had the record of the payment of political pensions 

and the lady’s apartments and lastly, Siah Roznamcha had the details of payments made from the treasury 

as well as the cheques or cash orders on the district treasuries or on Tahweldars. 
8 Sita Ram Kohli, Catalogue of Khalsa Durbar Records, op.cit., 2:7-8. 
9 It was a record of concerned with the debit and credit accounts in the shape of expenditure or receipt. 

This was a kind of ledger for each head and sub-head of accounts in which the items debited or credited 

were posted and was done to check the Jama Kharch accounts of various departments. This was simply 

known as Jama Kharch. 
10 Ibid., 2:7. 
11 Sita Ram Kohli, The Multan Outbreak and the Trial of Diwan Mulraj, op.cit., 32-33. 
12 Ganesh Das Wadehra, op.cit., 381. 
13 E. O' Brien, Report on the Land Revenue Settlement of the Muzaffargarh District of the Punjab 1873-

80 (Lahore: Govt. of the Punjab, 1882), 51. 
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As mentioned above, Sawan Mal was also a big Ijaradar, yet Ijara of Jhang and 

Shujabad could interchange with direct accumulation and this term was known as 

Mushakhasa14 which meant that if the income of a specific region expanded, the amount 

of Ijara was increased too.15 The Diwan, before giving Jhang and Dera Ghazi Khan in 

Ijara, solicited to design precise assessments of income.16 Under his rule, the Ijardari 

framework was not restrained to lands. Sairat17 tax was given in Ijara to dependable 

authorities or residents of the State. The measurement of Ijara was commonly close to 

accumulative income and profit.18 He acquainted numerous inventive procedures to 

boost finance. He sorted out a new revenue setup and, in keeping the way of yields 

grown, settled the levies on the land under cultivation.19 For the accumulation of 

revenue, the following four methods were utilized by him. 

6.2.1. Jinsi or Batai:  

As per this system, the crop was separated into various parts and an irregular 

quantity was fixed for each part. It was a standard technique for a share in the product 

at a rate that was changed by the state based on the value or richness of the land. Its 

normal quantity was one-third to one-fourth of the gross yield. If the resident cultivated 

more than the standard region, which was attached to one Well, then the settled sum 

was put aside and the entire harvest was separated by the Batai framework.20 

6.2.2. Naqadi- Jinsi: 

It was Sawan Mal's initial measure in accomplishing cash-kind assessment, by 

which the landlord obtained the Government share at a fixed amount. To his standing 

instructions, the Kardar was to dispatch Nirkhnama of all grains of the season 

appropriately marked by the Punches and the Zamindars. These rates differed from one 

area to another, however, these were usually a little higher than those predominant in 

the regional market.21 Sometimes, another distinct strategy for evaluation was utilized 

for Wells. Particularly, on the borders of the present Lodhran and Multan, it was taken 

at a specific rate of Rs. 2 or 3 per yoke cattle which were used on the Wells.22 

 
14 It was an assessed amount which was usually based on the records of previous collections. 
15Fauja Singh, Some Aspects of State and Society under Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 181. 
16 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 3:233. 
17 It dealt with the income which had been gotten form taxes of salt mines, revenue from customs and 

octroi charges. 
18 Ibid., 138. 
19 E.B. Steedman, op.cit., 113. 
20 Indu Banga, Agrarian System of the Sikhs, op.cit., 95. 
21 Ibid. 
22 E.D. Maclegan, Punjab District Gazetteer of Multan 1923-24, op.cit., 238. 
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6.2.3. Zabti: 

In Multan, Diwan enforced cash deposits on specific yields. The production of 

which could not be delayed of division or could not be assessed accurately. This method 

was known as Zabti Jama and such harvests were called Zabti crops. This technique, 

for appraisal of money, was imposed on the unpreserved crops like sugarcane, tobacco, 

pepper, cotton, indigo, pulses, oilseeds, vegetables, and the spring feed.23 In the 

surroundings of Multan, the income was normally taken in the shape of a kind, since 

grain was essential for the court and the troops. In the remaining areas, the Mahsool 

was given back to the cultivators, who were gratified to buy it from the government at 

a rate that was 25 percent over the market price.24 Under this system, the rate of land 

income differed not only in various crops but also in different places. They differed by 

the efficiency of the soil, nature of products, methods of the water system, and some 

other facilities. The most fruitful and positively arranged lands, with irrigational 

facilities, were measured as high as 50% of the gross product. While the State share, on 

fewer prolific and gloomily arranged land, differed from 2/5 to 1/3.25 In Multan, 50% 

of the gross product was slightly phenomenal and intermittent where the Government 

share differed from one-third to one-seventh of the gross product.26 According to Sita 

Ram Kohli: 

Correspondingly, where the proprietor did not cultivate the land, the Diwan 

conceded licenses to the people other than the proprietor to sink Wells and win the 

benefit for themselves to pay just an ostensible lease to the proprietor through the State. 

The tenant paid revenue to the State which, later on, was distributed between the 

proprietor and the tenant in the ratio of two to one. The cultivators were assessed under 

the ability to pay. The State negotiated directly with the tenant and combined 

responsibility for the payment of land revenue was not imposed.27 

In the province of Multan, a peculiar sort of tenure 

known as the Chakdari tenure was prevailing at that 

time.28 

 

 

 
23 W.E. Purser, Final Report of Revised Settlement of Jalandhar District, 1888-90 (Lahore: Govt. of the 

Punjab, 1892, 151. 
24 E. O' Brien, Report on the Land Revenue Settlement of the Muzaffargarh District, op.cit., 85. 
25 Hugh Kennedy Trevaskis, op.cit., 181. 
26 P.J. Fagan, op.cit., 123-24. 
27 James Douie, Punjab Settlement Manual, (New Delhi: Manohar Publications, 1899), 19. 
28 Sita Ram Kohli, Land Revenue Administration of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 446. 
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6.2.4. Qorari: 

For the gathering of revenue, another technique, which was dominant in Multan, 

was Chahat-e-Iqrari. It is a kind of single amount assessment where the landholder had 

given the right for cultivation or sinking Wells without state help. A settled cash 

assessment was measured under a deed that proposed the governmental share as a rate 

of 12 rupees for every Well. This strategy was called Qorari-e-Chahat and these Wells 

were known as Chahat-e-Iqrari. During his governorship, different brickworks Wells 

were sunk too. Under this framework, the Wells were made on the premise of 

assessment by which the cultivated lands were assessed at a fixed amount. This method 

was prevalent in some minor parts of Multan.29 The territories, irrigated by them, were 

seldom given. However, the region, affixed with these Wells, was indicated and the 

assessment was mentioned regarding the region affixed with the Well. In a few places, 

the demand differed by the number of bulls utilized on the Well. The standard rate was 

10 to 12 rupees, yet a decent Well would pay 20 rupees.30 If the renter cultivated more 

than the typical area attached with one Well, the fixed amount of revenue was set and 

the entire harvest was separated by the Batai framework. Usually, 100 to 150 rupees 

were received from the proprietor of a Well that watered thirty to fifty acres of land, 

thus this procedure amounted to 2 to 3 rupees per acre of land. Consequently, we see 

that there was no constant rate of assessment collected on Wells. The Wells built by the 

Government was known as Chahat Shahana. There was another class of Wells which 

was known as Chahat Istamrari whereupon an evaluation of 10 to 15 rupees was 

imposed. However, Khurana quotes Murray's expression in these words. 

The setup of land revenue under Sikh rulers was bad as ought to 

be. He infers that Sawan Mal’s Batai system was a sort of Lotai.31 

In 1838, the land income of Multan was 3898550 rupees and Cunningham says that 

this amount was 4500000 rupees in1844.32 Consequently, the average amount for 

Multan was around 41 lakhs per year. In the Mughal period, its aggregate income was 

around 6000000 rupees whilst in Sawan Mal’s regime was just 4100000 rupees. This 

was not because of the low generation. The distinction in the aggregate income was 

expected, to a great extent, to the lower rates of appraisals. Some revenue reports 

 
29 Sita Ram Kohli, Land Revenue Administration of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 444. 
30 C.A. Roe. And W.E. Purser, op.cit., 140. 
31 G. Khurana, British Historiography on the Sikh Power in Punjab (Bombay: Allied Publishers Private 

Limited, 1985), 38. 
32 Joseph Davey Cunningham, op.cit., 384. 
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provide the fact that the rule of Kardar was autocratic. The affinity of the financial 

records, furnished by some well-known authors based on numerical evidence, was to 

display the gloomy side of the portrait of the Sikh rule and illustrate unjustified 

amplification for the dedication of the sequential British rule in the Sikh Realm. 

Ibbotson says: 

 Briefly, we can condemn the revenue policy because the indigenous officers, 

particularly the Kardars, were devoted with too much power in the matters of revenue 

gathering and very limited observation was exercised over their actions. There was no 

permanent time for inspecting the revenue accounts of native administrators, so they 

enjoyed a free hand in exercising the whim.33 We, based on previous evidence, may 

understand that the revenue framework of the Sikhs was unsympathetic, cruel, or empty 

of emotions for the rudders of the soil. The revenue setup was based on applied thoughts 

and all concerned were paid proper consideration. Sawan Mal demonstrated a keen 

interest in the well-being of the farmers that he used to order, even to army officers, to 

sensibly watch their soldiers so that they could not harm the village crops during their 

parade. The whole Government mechanism was motivated to affect all conceivable 

developments in the industry and agriculture of the State that the people might live in 

prosperity and peace. 

The Sikh regulation was fair and smooth because they meted 

out domination to all with an equivalent hand.34 

6.3. Land Tenure: 

According to ancient custom, the entire land was considered the property of the 

rulers in Multan, yet the monarchs, from time to time, had deprived themselves of 

Khalsa lands. These lands, which had been given as Jagirs by the illegal and irregular 

way, were recommenced by Ranjit’s Governors in Multan. The Maharaja made a 

common resumption and expelled the proprietors of the awards of the land who had 

lived long in luxury to a state of complete poverty.35 The Khalsa lands were only for 

farming. The Khalsa lands, which adjacent to the city, were called Sir-Kashti whilst 

the remaining were named Pai-Kashti. When the grain had been crushed out, a 

partition took place between the Government and the agriculturalist. This was an 

equivalent partition and the Government had promoted its demands until 7/8 of the 

Sir-Kashti and 3/4 of the Pai-Kashti crop. The straw was considered the part of the 

 
33 Govt. of the Punjab, Gujranwala District Gazetteer 1883-89 (Lahore: Govt. of the Punjab, 1889), 70. 
34 Denzil Ibbotson, Punjab Castes (Lahore: B.R. Publishing Co., 1974), 127. 
35 William Moorcraft, op.cit., 125. 
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farmer but his case would be agitated if it was not feasible to bribe the watchman or 

supervisor to let him bargain a share of his products. 

The farmer had also a house to live in and could cut wood and carry it to the 

city for trade. The farmers of Multan were in a state of dangerous gloominess and, as 

if the claim of the Government was not adequately tyrannical, the evil was intensified 

by the method adopted in setting the government share. It was dispatched to the 

bazaar at a high rate and no one was permitted to offer the products of his farmhouse 

at a lower amount. Sometimes, it was not allowed to dispose at all until the public 

corn had been vended.36 These interpretations of Moorcraft are, certainly, prejudiced 

and empty of reality in the perspective of remarks delivered by some other 

contemporary authors. Besides this, another kind of land was Nazul Property. It is 

equivalent to descent or the act of descending. It came into use during the Mughal 

period in the phrase Maqamat-e-Nazul, meaning the places of encampment for Kings 

or their Governors while on tour with their followers. Thus, in those times, it was 

applied to encamping grounds that were provided with wells, Sarai and Bardasht 

Khanas. It also included petty fortress on main routes, palaces, and gardens at the 

headquarter towns which were built and reserved for these purposes. During 1849-

1890, activities had been mainly directed to the discovery of new properties and 

disposal of a large number of claims put forward by the original owners. Very little 

attention was paid to the detection of encroachments.37 

6.4. Miscellaneous sources of income: 

Next to land revenue, the biggest source of earnings, in Multan, was the stamp duty. 

It was imposed on silk and cotton products before taken out of the factory. Generally, 

the stamp duty of each product was one rupee which was charged for the first time. 

During the Bhangi Misl rule, almost seventeen kinds of taxes were imposed. Some of 

them were the Choolha tax (more than one hearth in a house), Shadi tax, Padaish tax, 

and Dharat.38 Custom duties were imposed on all outgoing and incoming supplies. It is 

said that Multan was on top with more than 40 customs check posts in 1834, and the 

number was elevated up to more than 50 within three years. These check posts situated 

on the central trade courses and called Guzarat. The method of gathering taxes was 

 
36 Ibid., 344-45. 
37 C.V. Salusbury, Final Report on the Measuring of the Nazul Properties in Multan (Lahore: Govt. of 

the Punjab, 1936), 17. 
38 Fakir Syed Aleem-ud-Din, op.cit.  



 

160 
 

controlled by Ain-e-Guzarat. Under this head, data about receipts was not obtainable. 

Different items, Bhang, Charas, Wine, and Tobacco, were enforced excise taxes which 

was known as Abkari. The amount received by this source was not significant. It was 

only Sawan Mal who introduced Tirne39 as a significant source of income. By this 

method, he waged huge money to the State. As per Hamilton: 

Diwan Sawan Mal gathered Tirnee tax by various strategies. 

Tirnee Dukan was a yearly charge of one rupee, paid by all 

artisans, not by businessman, Tirnee Shutaran, a poll tax on 

camels whose rate differed from Rs.1 to 2 yearly. Tirnee Rasan 

also a poll tax on female goats, buffalos, and sheep.40 He first 

took one goat and one camel from each herd yet after the 

registration of cattle settled it in money.41 

All the groups of the people, excluding a few, were liable to a Poll Tax42 from one 

to two rupees monthly per head. But in 1846, it was boosted to 2.50 rupees to 3.50 per 

month. There were also subsidiary sources of income such as Zar-e-Qazi (divorce and 

marriage tax and tax on the exchange of land rewarded to the Qazi), the wages from 

police, court and post office fees, fee from revenue administrators, tax on Harkaras, 

and the earnings from the offices of the Kotwal and the Qazi and praise for Jagirdars.43  

Besides this, there were separate charges on meadows and plantations. There were 

many date palms and some other kinds of trees in Multan. A man who wishes for a 

Tahli tree was gratified to get an individual interview with Diwan to express his 

demand. If the cost of the tree, before cutting the leaves, was paid then the tree was 

given whilst leaves of Bair, Kekar, or Siris trees could be gotten from the Kardar at the 

cost of 8 annas to one rupee.44 Under Sawan Mal, the cost of revenue from date-palm 

trees expanded in Multan.45 He was the first who intervened in the matter of cutting the 

Shesham trees on the banks of canals. He banned that no one could cut them without a 

permit.46 Meadows were another fountain of income to the State and Kahcharai was 

acknowledged by the clients of such land. 

 
39 Tirne was a fodder tax from the Sikh Jagirdars. 
40 Tirne Rasan was received annually at the rate of 2 rupees for female and one for male camel. Similarly, 

one rupee got from buffalo and 60 paisa from cow. 
41 G.W. Hamilton, On the Tirnee Tax of Jhang (Patiala: Punjab Archives, 1853), 103. 
42 It was also a kind of Tirne Tax which was imposed on cattle. 
43 G.T. Vigne, op.cit. 2:119-20. 
44 E. O' Brien, Report on the Land Revenue Settlement of the Muzaffargarh District, op.cit., 88. 
45 Date palm trees were a source of Income to the Government in other areas also. Of all the trees in 

Muzaffargarh, the largest revenue was derived from the date trees. 
46 A.H. Diack, District and State Gazetteer of Undivided Punjab, District of Dera Ghazi Khan 1893-

97 (1898; Repr. Delhi: Asia Publishing House, 1965), 1:56. 
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The Government asserted from one-third to one-sixth of all fishes caught in the 

ponds, rivers, and lakes too.47 Besides this, he charged various cesses (Mahsool) such 

as Melba, Dumbiri, Nazrana, Kadamkash, Shukrana, Chari, Nazar-mukaddami, Wazn-

Kashi, Muhasali, Jamabandi and Kharch, etc. These were gathered under different 

heads and fluctuated from 5 percent to 10 percent of the income.48 The ratio of revenue 

extended from 33 percent to 40 percent.49 Yet, 1/2 part of the Government was 

equivalent to almost 40 percent of the gross products and thus, the farmer already 

separated less than half of his products.50 Where the rate of the Government share was 

lofty, cesses were little whilst where the rate was short, cesses were several. Yet, this 

was uniformly valid for other territories.51 

Customs duties were imposed on each article even on vegetables and fuelwood. 

No discrimination was made amongst the rich and the poor as well as extravagance and 

need. Irrespective of their destination, uniform rates were imposed on all articles.52 In 

the light of any hypothesis, we can conclude that he beat everybody in the field of trade, 

commerce as well as agriculture, and revenue collection.53 He, with a sight to motivate 

trade by the method of the river, ordered to build a Gunj at Adam Wahin close to 

Bahawalpur. He had decreased the household duties of Merchandize to one-half as 

instigation for merchants to rely on it.54 Some well-off and predominant dealers of 

Multan had set up the branch of their business here.55 He supported business and acted 

as a shrewd and valuable ruler.56 One circumstance, which reflects the most pinnacle 

credit to him, is that a single trespasser did not happen in the whole area under his 

control.57 

He empowered colonization by providing land and protection to the people. 

Truly, he changed the desolate zones into a cultivated one.58 His revenue enhancements 

 
47 E. O' Brien, Report on the Land Revenue Settlement of the Muzaffargarh District, op.cit., 88. 
48 P.J. Fagan, op.cit., 128.  
49 Sita Ram Kohli, Land Revenue Administration of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 84. 
50 Henry Lawrence, Adventures of An Officer in the Punjab (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1970), (reprint) 

1:50. 
51 E. O' Brien, Report on the Land Revenue Settlement of the Muzaffargarh District, op.cit., 84. 
52 Bhagat Singh, Maharaja Ranjit Singh and His Times, op.cit., 206. 
53 A.C. Banerjee, The Khalsa Raj (New Delhi: Abhinas Publications, 1985), 136. 
54 Ganda Singh, The Punjab in 1839-40, op.cit. 221. 
55 Ibid. 
56 Lepel Henry Griffin, The Punjab Chiefs, op.cit., 274. 
57 Foreign Department: Secret Consultation, op.cit., August 24, 1840), No. 115. 
58 Syed Muhammad Aulad Ali Gilani, op.cit., 134. 
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relied on the standard of little taxes and excise duties on agricultural products.59 

Similarly, when he took the charge, he kept power firmly determined in his own hands 

and granted a little power to his assistant officials. Thus, the Zamindars got ready to 

pay income promptly and his payments to Lahore were paid constantly and the measure 

of income presented by him was about 3898550 rupees.60 

6.5. The agrarian system in Multan: 

Multan is situated in the Southernmost of Punjab and is considered an agricultural 

region. Its economy is based on crops. It would be true to say that it has been enjoying 

as the hub of agriculture in the Southern Punjab since ancient times. No interpretation 

of the Sikh revenue management can be considered as complete without Diwan Sawan 

Mal. He introduced a creative revenue system and widespread procedures were taken 

for agriculture enhancement. As a result of new executive reforms, farming, richness, 

and population were increased. He was also an artistic man who was able to gain the 

loyalty of the population of the province. 

Sawan Mal's agrarian developments, to get sufficient price for their yield, 

depending upon the standard of lower expenses, better services for farmers, and a 

systematic source of water to their fields. He prepared a new revenue framework and 

settled the taxes on the land under farming to develop farming.61 It was imposed as a 

normal tax in cash or a settled proportion in kind under the decision of the Zamindars. 

However, in the first-class yields, sugar, tobacco, poppy, were constantly charged and 

no choice was permitted.62 

For a better agrarian system, he familiarized land developments that privileged the 

Zamindars. He stimulated the Chakdars and Islanders to recover and enhance the land 

and sink Wells in the uncultured part of the land.63 Besides this, he built several Wells 

and perpetual canals because Multan was an important unit of the Punjab where policies 

were formulated at a higher level and then implemented on the entire province. The 

arrangement of land revenue worked on the premise of Governmental share either in 

real money or sort of the gross products. He deputized numerous Kardars to gather the 

income tax. The income tax, to a great extent, was gathered by the Kardars from the 

 
59 Hari Ram Gupta, Panjab on the Eve of First Sikh War: A Documentary Study of the Political, Social 

and Economic Conditions of the Panjab as Depicted in the Daily Letters, op.cit., 303. 
60 Shahamat Ali, The Sikhs and the Afghans, op.cit., 12. 
61 E.B. Steedman, op.cit., 113. 
62 Ibid. 
63 Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and Times of Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 97. 
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Taaluqa and each Kardar was helped by a Munshi.64 The income, deposited by them 

in the focal treasury, was almost twenty-two lakhs which had been gathered from 

Multan, Dera Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarh, Montgomery, Dera Ismail Khan, and Jhang. 

His administrative framework was appropriate to the horticultural conditions of Multan. 

In April 1837, the Maharaja instructed him to pay the extra income of the four 

Talluqas, Jhang, Lyallpur, Pindi Bhattian, and Chaniot. The quantity of the income of 

these Talluqas was settled at 125000 rupees.65 He succeeded to bring profound 

territories of wasteland under farming because the proprietors were a little in numbers 

as well as did not have the way to cultivate every part of the land. Their challenges were 

expanded by the shortage of rainfall. 

The Diwan, by offering good terms of evaluation to the people, endorsed the 

colonization of waste grounds that brought new lands under cultivation. A huge number 

of colonials were settled in Muzaffargarh and Jhang and provided them land and 

assurance.66 He also attempted to colonize the Leiah Thal and provided the people with 

good opportunities to manufacture Wells there.67 He decided to boost them and 

guaranteed that if they built up any lands, they would not be expelled from there rather 

they would be considered as Adna Malik or Aala Malik. The arrangement of collecting 

income tax proved much fruitful because every town had been evaluated in such a way 

that gave the biggest come back to the government, however, at whatever point 

conceivable, the interests of the cultivators were sheltered too.68 If a man had no money 

to assemble a Well or to purchase bulls, the State sharply provided him money to do 

so. The Hindus, who needed to invest cash in the land, were given uncultivated land to 

recover, and when it had been recovered, the cultivators were bound to pay full yearly 

revenue. Pointless consumption on Jagirs and Muaafis was lessened to the bottom and, 

to yield the income tax, everything was properly utilized. 

The income tax was gathered twice per year after the acquiring of the two crops 

called the Rabi and the Khareef. The State portion, from the Rabi yield, was paid in 

Jeth-Har (May-June) and, for the Khareef, was paid during Katik-Maghar (October-

November).69 It would be, by and large, 25 bighas of wheat for the Rabi whilst 5 bighas 

 
64A.H. Diack, op.cit., 1:27. 
65Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 3:16. 
66Govt. of the Punjab, Gazetteer of the Muzaffargarh District 1883-84, op.cit., 41,77. 
67 Govt. of the Punjab, District Gazetteer of Muzaffargarh, Leiah Tehsil 1916 (Lahore: Civil and Military 

Gazette, 1916), 60. 
68 Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and Times of Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 108. 
69 Sita Ram Kohli, Land Revenue Administration of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 499. 
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of cotton and 15 bighas of Jawar for the Khareef. All additional farming was charged 

by a specific rate for every bigha.70 Income tax, in cash, was gathered by the Kardar in 

the form of installments.71 The Kardar was helped by subordinate authorities such as 

Patwari, Muqaddams, and Qanungos. The Patwari sustained village records. He was 

in charge of a Tappa which consisted of three to eight villages. The payment of the 

Patwari was one to two percent of the gathering income from his dominion.72 The 

genuine collection was made by Muqaddams with the assistance of Chaudharys. They 

had the privilege to a commission on the revenue owed by them and the rate was 

normally five percent of the aggregate accumulation. The earnings from the land tax of 

Suba Multan were 2726300 rupees.73 Subsequently, the settled amount of the revenue 

of the region was dispatched to the Khazana-i-Umra at Lahore. Payments to Lahore 

were typically made by the method for Hundi.74 The dates of the installment were so 

settled that the cultivators could discover time to trade his goods or could 

advantageously obtain from the town Sahukar. 

Sawan Mal’s revenue setup was unstable. Regardless of whether the yield was 

decent or sufficiently awful, it was leftover to the farmer to live upon.75 During natural 

catastrophes such as starvation or shortage in products, he was compassionate towards 

the cultivators. His assessment procedure was balanced on consummate information. 

He, keeping validated conditions in mind, started it with a low rate, and steadily raised 

it. Under his governorship, a lot of people collaborated with the cultivators because they 

were guaranteed the protection of their lands. It was a fragment of the good 

administration that provides privileges to all the people. 

6.6. Irrigation system in Multan: 

The geography of Punjab created numerous rivers of huge significance for irrigation 

purposes. The main branches, in the West, were the Ziba and Kabul and the Chenab, 

the Jhelum, the Beas, the Ravi, and the Sutlej in the East. These rivers dispersed Punjab 

into 6 Doabs, the Sindh Sager, the Bist, the Ruchna, the Bari, the Chuj, and the Sutlej. 

These rivers had also assisted as management borders.  The construction of canals for 

irrigation was fairly a marvel. In the past, Feroz Shah Toghlaq made five canals of 

 
70 Govt. of the Punjab, District Gazetteer of Multan 1883-84, op.cit., 124. 
71 According to the instructions, issued to the Kardars of Multan by Diwan Sawan Mal, that they were 

expected to send the revenues punctually in six installments, three each for the Khareef and the Rabi. 
72 M.S. Randhawa, op.cit., 3:94. 
73 Ibid. 
74 Shahamat Ali, The Sikhs and the Afghans, op.cit., 22. 
75 E.B. Steedman, op.cit., 114. 
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fluctuating lengths in Punjab. During the Mughal period, new canals were added while 

the use of Persian wheels became relatively common.76 Under the Maharaja’s regime, 

Multan and Muzaffargarh watched the production of a new canal by Sawan Mal. 

In West Punjab, the canal colonies, known as the Bars, were the cash bag of India 

because the area of 5.5 million acres was established in Sargodha, Lyallpur,77 Multan, 

and Montgomery. The Lyallpur colony was begun in 1892. It is watered by the canal 

of Lower Chenab. The Sargodha colony was inaugurated in 1897 which was irrigated 

by the canal of Lower Jhelum. It was trailed for the progress of the Montgomery Colony 

which is known as Neeli Bar. For its irrigation, Triple-Project78 was started by Sir 

Thomas Benton79 during 1905-17.80 

For a better agrarian framework, there ought to be a decent irrigation system so that 

good harvests and better revenue could be got. Fundamentally, Multan is a productive 

agricultural region with some natural assets, good soil, plenty of water, and diligent 

people. In usual times, its natural creation and physical position made irrigation easier 

and simpler. Lands taken by canals course were held to be the property of the people 

through whose grounds the canals passed. Lands taken by canals course were 

considered to be the property of the people of which grounds the canals passed. Sawan 

Mal prepared canals in the surroundings of Multan and motivated trade, business, and 

industry. He consolidated the population to excavate new and rehabilitate old canals. 

He ordered to dig up canals in the Multan region having a length of 300 miles which 

was covered by digging new and old canals.81 Multan was decorated with the following 

new and old canals by the Diwan. 

Diwan Wah, an old neglected canal of 35 miles in length that irrigated Lodhran and 

Mailsi, was re-disclosed by Mustafa Khan under the supervision of Sawan Mal. It was 

traversable for boats up to 40 miles from Multan. Correspondingly, Sardar Wah, which 

was 38 miles in length and controllable for around 25 miles along the superhighway 

 
76 Irfan Habib, The Agrarian System of the Mughal India (Bombay: Orient Longmans, 1963), 31-34. 
77 Lyallpur colony, was named after Sir James Lyell, lieutenant- Governor of the Punjab. 
78 This project consisted of three canals. First was the Upper Jhelum which took the extra water of the 

Jhelum and transferred it into the Chenab to irrigate area of 350000 acres. Second was the Upper Chenab 

which connected Ravi and Chenab by another canal irrigated 650000 acres area in Sheikhupura and 

Gujranwala. Lastly, its water was passed across the Ravi by 503 meters long barrage. Third canal was 

the Lower Bari Doab which irrigated 216 km area in Montgomery at the core of Multan. This canal 

colony was the third of the biggest colonies. 
79 He was a lofty canal engineer. 
80 M.S. Randhawa, op.cit., 3:282. 
81 H. James, Canal of the Multan District (Lahore: Public Correspondence of the Affairs of the Punjab, 

1851), 1:47. 
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from Multan to Bahawalpur, watered Kahror. Muhammad Wah, another 30 miles long 

canal, also irrigated Kahror. The Bahawalwah, whose length was 30 miles, irrigated 

Mailsi and Kahror. It was traversable for around 15 miles from its mouth. Sultan Wah, 

having a length of 25 miles, was a part of the Bahawal Wah which watered Mailsi and 

Kahror, and was controllable for around 3 miles. Qabil Wah, which watered Mailsi and 

Kahror, was 20 miles in length and navigable for 3 miles. Jam Wah, having a length of 

30 miles, inundated Mailsi and was controllable for 8 miles from its opening at Niyamat 

Ali. Some different canals, Jam Wah and Qutubwah of 30 miles in length, also irrigated 

Mailsi and were traversable for around 10 miles. Wali Muhammad canal, having a 

length of 30 miles, inundated Multan and its surroundings, and was controllable from 

Suraj Kund. Similarly, Shahpur and Doorana canals, which were 12 and 10 miles in 

length respectively, irrigated Multan and Setalmari. Sikandar Wah, another imperative 

canal having a length of 30 miles, inundated Multan and its rural areas and was 

traversable for 15 miles. The Gujhala and Bakhat Wah canals, having a length of 12 

miles each, watered Shujabad and were partially traversable for around 8 miles. 

Similarly, the Dhundhu canal, which was 16 miles in length and controllable for around 

8 miles, irrigated Shujabad too.82 

Diwan Sawan Mal introduced a system of Yearly Canal Clearance that was 

implemented on the entire group of canal irrigators. He presented the Hasil Cher 

framework under which the canal clearance was started by the Government in the light 

of the installment of a specific rate.83 Moreover, where the region was minimal superior 

to a desert one and the cultivator, less or more, relied on the artificial water system, the 

State attempted to sink Wells. Other than this, a Patta was given for a Well by settling 

its appraisal from 12 to 20 rupees concerning the nature of the crop. It is a reality that 

he encouraged the sinking and repair of Wells by providing positive leases. For the 

betterment of cultivation, he, to encourage the peaceful tribes of the Bar, urged them to 

establish towns and settle down forever. He permitted them to hold land at permissive 

appraisal and settled it at sixty-two rupees for each Well. He reduced the amount for 

new Wells and usually 1/2 or 1/4 of the money was granted for a period of ten to twenty 

years. In Jhang and Multan, the government, to recover the wasteland, dug new Wells 

 
82 Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and Times of Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 98. 
83 F.W.R. Fryer, op.cit., 56. 
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at its own cost and received additional income.84 As a Governor, he showed a gigantic 

capability for diligent work and introduced incredible changes during a long rule.85 He 

was a shrewd, sincere, and tolerant man because these steps deceased all the shrewdest 

Sikh governors.86 He was a man of incredible Vigor and capacity, and the richness of 

Multan was mainly inferable from his management.87 In the provincial management, 

his commitment was exceptional. 

It becomes clear from the above facts that the Kingdom of the Maharaja Ranjit 

Singh had a highly developed and efficient system of financial administration. 

Although land revenue was the major source of income, yet customs and some other 

taxes were also important sources of the State income. Similarly, the State expenditure 

was also accounted for under several well-defined heads. Interestingly many innovative 

and modern schemes, Ijaradari, Zabti system, and Chahat-i-Qorari, set up a balance 

between the interests of the rulers and the ruled. In a letter to the Maharaja, Lord 

William Bentinck précised the agricultural activities and penned that the agricultural 

society is contained of several aristocrats who worked hard to inspire agriculture by the 

overview of plants and seeds. Your Highness would not flop to recognize that the land 

is the innovative foundation of all the wealth.88 Multan persisted one of the lushest 

incomes yielding provinces of the Sikh dynasty and, in ordinary years, the revenue of 

Multan to Lahore Durbar was greater than the others.  

6.7. Patronage and Philanthropy: 

The word Philanthropy means charity and Patronage mean support, assurance, or 

consolation of a benefactor, given to penniless men, religious celebrities, and 

institutions,89 under the support or help of the State. During the late eighteenth and mid-

nineteenth century, Patronage or Philanthropy implied the favor or support to the 

individuals to facilitate them in one way or the other. The Dharmarth90 constituted a 

noteworthy segment of the State support under the rulers of the Multan Dharmarth. 

 

 

 
84 M.F. O' Dwyer, Final Report on the Revision of the Settlement of Gujranwala District 1889-

1894 (Lahore: Govt. of the Punjab, 1894), 11. 
85 Syed Muhammad Aulad Ali Gilani, op.cit., 134. 
86 M.A. McAuliffe, op.cit., 444. 
87 William Murray, History of the Punjab, op.cit., 2:238. 
88 M.S. Randhawa, op.cit., 3:75. 
89 These religious institutions consisted of Khanqahs, Gurdawaras, tomb and Dharmsalas etc. 
90 Literally, it is a way of religious duty; land revenue alienated in favour of a religious personage or 

institution by a ruler, or acting in his place, by a Jagirdar, or an official. 
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6.7.1. Patron officials and territories in Multan: 

Amid the late eighteenth century, Multan came to be isolated into autonomous 

political units. A portion of the Muslim chiefs, including Shuja Khan and Muzaffar 

Khan, set up free realms in Multan during the second half of the eighteenth century. 

Other than this, Bahawal Khan and Mubarak Khan in Bahawalpur, Allah Yar Khan in 

Sahiwal, Wali Dad Khan, Sahib Khan, Kabir Khan and Ahmad Khan Sial in Jhang, 

Muhammad Khan and Sher Khan Saddozai in Mankera and Nizam-ud-Din Khan and 

Qutb-ud-Din Khan in Kasur were governing freely in their territories.91 These Muslim 

chiefs had a place with three classifications. The first was Afghan governors who, like 

the rulers of Multan and Mankera, became autonomous because of political changes in 

Afghanistan. Second were powerful people, having a place with various religious 

gatherings, who raised strengths, procured regions, gathered revenues, and became 

chiefs while whatever remains of them were the earlier Jagirdars and arbitrator 

Zamindars under the Mughals.92 

6.7.2. Patronage and Philanthropy of religious celebrities: 

The Muslim people were supported by the rulers like Qadir Bukhsh of Goggera 

and Nawab Ishaq Khan of Multan. The Muslim celebrities, Qureshi, Sayed, Qazi, and 

Mullah, were gifted by the early monarchs of Multan. But very few grants were 

provided to the Sheikh. Jassa Singh gave gifts of five hundred rupees to Sayed. Bahawal 

Khan fixed the money of eighteen rupees to Chirag Shah and Qadir Bukhsh, the Sayed 

of Dera Ghazi Khan.93 Some other rulers, to offer stipends to Sayed, were Jan 

Muhammad Chattha, Muzaffar Khan, and Kabir Khan in Multan.94 Qureshi also 

overjoyed the support of former rulers. Muzaffar Khan was the single Muslim governor 

who paid attention to the Qureshi as he supplied Lal Shah Bukhari with two and a half 

bighas of cultivable land in Multan.95 The Chisti and Sheikh did not watch to get grants 

from numerous rulers. 

In contrast with the Hindu rulers, various Muslim chiefs, Bahawal Khan, Kabir 

Khan, Wali Dad Khan, Muzaffar Khan, and Ahmad Khan Sial, have been exposed in 

offering grants to the Muslims as well as the Sikh and the Hindu celebrities and 

 
91 Veena Sachdeva, op.cit., 16-20. 
92 Ibid., 21-23. 
93 Meera Nagpal, State Patronage by the Rulers of the Punjab to the Muslims: Late Eighteenth and Early 

Nineteenth Century (Delhi: Indian History Congress, 2010), 615. 
94 Ibid. 
95 Foreign/Political Proceedings, December 12, 1856, No. 255. 
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organizations. Besides this, Ghulam Khan and Mubarak Khan of Bahawalpur, Mir 

Mustafa Khan, and Fakir Khan Sial of Dera Ghazi Khan, and Ghulam Mustafa Khan of 

Multan also granted huge money to the Hindus, the Sikhs, and the Muslims extensively. 

Jodh Singh got seven grants’ of 1467 rupees between the years 1810 and 1828 in 

Multan. Different Dhupias, Sant Singh, and Sohail Singh got grants from Ranjit Singh. 

In 1813, Sohail Singh got a Well of sixty rupees in Wazirabad and a three-fourth portion 

of a town in Multan in 1819. Bhai Hazari, the Sewapanthis,96 was provided cash 

stipends of 360 rupees in Leiah.97 Bagh Singh, a Hukmnamia Sikh, got money of fifty-

six rupees and four annas in Jhang in 1817. In Multan, eight Hukmnamia Sikhs, Siva 

Singh, Rai Singh, Har Sahai, Ram Das, Jassa Singh, Bhag Singh, Hari Singh, and Aroor 

Singh, were fixed a town of one thousand rupees by Ranjit Singh.98 

Correspondingly, Ranjit Singh also designated Nazims in Dera Ismail Khan, 

Kohat, and Dera Ghazi Khan. The reason behind the appointment of numerous Nazims 

was to distribute the Subas into new essential units. Lal Singh, Ganda Singh, and Aram 

Singh were some of the Thanadars who worked as messengers and spokesmen of Ranjit 

Singh. Similarly, Sawan Mal instructed Lala Gajju Mal to pay a settled amount to a 

blind lady, Sevey, in Dera Ghazi Khan.99 A portion of the religious people was granted 

in the shape of the entire Taaluqa as a donation. Yet, this was extremely uncommon 

because the grantee might be very powerful or a supporter of the grantor. Similarly, 

Ranjit Singh allotted a town worth 1000 rupees to the Nihangs100 of Shahpur in Pargna 

Sarai Sidhu (Multan). Afterward, the grantees appealed to the donor that the assigned 

town did not produce more than 200 rupees, in this way, another Jagir of 1000 rupees 

was provided to them.101 

Ranjit Singh also provided various grants on obtaining Wadni. In 1807 a 

Diwana Fakir, Gajjan, got a town of 600 rupees in Wadni from Ranjit Singh. He also 

gave endowments on his triumph of Kasur, Multan, and Kashmir.102 Besides this, He, 

after the success in every battle, provided grants on the spot and then ordered the 

 
96 It is a great traditional Sikh order; a sect of philanthropist was started by Bhai Kanhia. 
97 Foreign/Political Consultation, April 16, 1852, Nos. 98-101. 
98 Kahn Chand Khanna, Court of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (Patiala: Punjab State Archives, n.d.), 41-42. 
99 Foreign/Political Proceedings, December 31, 1847, op.cit. 
100 It is also called Akali. Nihangs were the militant followers of Guru Gobind Singh who regarded 

themselves to be the guardians of the faith. They were employs in the army of Ranjit Singh and receiving 

Jagirs from the state. 
101 Foreign/Political Proceedings, June 10, 1853, No. 219. 
102 Charu Plaha, “Polity, Economy and Society in the Punjab Hills” (PhD diss., Panjab University 

Chandigarh, 2007), 239. 
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customs department or the kardars to act upon it.103 In Multan, Diwan Sawan Mal gave 

an amount of fifty-five rupees to Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din for giving a free remedial guide 

to the poor people.104 A decent number of Muslim widows also attained benefits from 

Sawan Mal. About a hundred rupees were disseminated amongst five widows of Dera 

Ghazi Khan in fluctuating proportions. Vissandera, a poor Hindu widow, got a grant of 

three rupees from Sawan Mal.105 Aside from the widows, he, definitely known for his 

generosity, gave two rupees per month to Dharmu in 1836 because her husband had 

departed. In Multan and Dera Ghazi Khan, he also awarded cash of sixty-seven rupees 

to the aged people.106 

In Dera Ghazi Khan, Diwan Mulraj also offered grants to such kinds of ladies. 

In 1839, he also gave grain to Ahmad Bakhsh for curing his sister and mother.107 In 

Dera Ghazi Khan, some widows, Bukhara, Bakhtawar, Zaiba, Izzat, and Zainab, were 

given the awards of fifty rupees by Ventura who was Ranjit’s European officer.108 Amid 

the late eighteenth and mid-nineteenth century, a cash amount was fixed to the old 

people.109 In Multan, Fateh, for his week and defenseless state, was given a cash 

payment by Bahawal Khan. Besides this, he granted an amount of fifteen rupees to 

Aalam Khatoon for her outrageous destitution in Leia. 

6.7.3. Patronage of cultivable land: 

In some instances, the donation was provided in the shape of the land and 

sometimes unused but cultivable land was also awarded. The units of measurement like 

Bighas, Marlas, and Kanals were utilized. The term Killa has been used too. But in 

those days, two kinds of units, Lahadi and Behr,110 were used for measurement.111 

Besides this, some land was given in the shape of a plough.112 Gian Singh Nakkai 

provided one Plough of the land and ten maunds grain in Pargna Chunia to Bhola Das 

Bairagi. There were some orientations of endowments that were given in the shape of 

 
103 Foreign/Political Proceedings, June 03, 1853, No. 119. 
104 Foreign/Political Proceedings, March 18, 1853, No. 156. 
105 Foreign/Political Consultation, April 03, 1850, Nos. 196-98. 
106 Foreign/Political Proceedings, October 27, 1849, Nos. 132-34. 
107 Foreign/Political Proceedings, November 14, 1851, Nos. 51-52. 
108 Foreign/Political Consultation, April 03, 1850, op.cit. 
109 Sita Ram Kohli, Land Revenue Administration of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 111-12. 
110 Lahadi was used as measure of land while Behr was estimation of land. Behr also figures in the order 

of grant given by Ajit Singh, the Raja of Kulu. 
111 B. Ch. Chhabra, Antiquities of Chumba State: Medieval and Later Inscriptions with 33 Plates (New 

Delhi: Archaeological Survey of India, 1994), 2:162-66. 
112 Indu Banga, Agrarian System of the Sikhs, op.cit., 152. 
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the Wells.113 Muzaffar Khan gave a cultivable well of eight rupees to Sayad Ali Baig 

in Multan. In many circumstances, destroyed and the non-utilized Well was given to 

the grantees too. In 1792, Dal Singh Akalgarhia gave an out of utilization Well to Kahn 

Singh and Chhar Singh114 in a town Adam Ki (Wazirabad).115 The Wells with Persian 

wheels were given as endowment too. In 1843, Rulia Ram116 was also awarded a Well 

with a Persian wheel of fifty rupees by Daleep Singh.117 Commonly, one portion of a 

Well, rather than the entire one, was given as endowment. This share of donations 

consisted of one-fourth, one-third, and even one-half of a well.118  

Not just Wells but Jhallars119 were given as endowments too. Mehr Singh 

Nakkai donated a Jhallar of forty rupees in Pargna Fatehpur Goggera to Sodhi Himmat 

Singh.120 Similarly, in 1806, Nawab Sarfraz Khan provided a Jhallar and a land of 190 

rupees in Multan to Mai Suparan, a Fakir. Later on, he increased the number of Wells 

to five for a cenotaph of Mai Suparan.121 In 1837, Ranjit Singh approved two Wells and 

a Jhallar of seventy-five rupees in Pakpatan.122  He also passed a grant of five towns in 

Multan to Sodhi Amir Singh. He also provided a Well of sixty rupees to Sukhdial.123 If 

the novel grant was not operational or fertile then the conversion of the donation could 

be acted upon. Various grants of demolished Wells were annulled and new grants were 

allocated by the grantors. On many occasions, the type of endowment stayed intact after 

the renewal of the grantor's Jagir, however, in a few cases, the shape was altered. In 

1833, Nand Singh Pindiwala allotted a Well of thirty-five rupees to Sodhi Kahn Singh 

in Leiah and this Well stayed in his ownership for about six years. After that, the region 

was handed over to Sawan Mal who not only continued the Well but also gave money 

in cash.124 

 
113 It is a fact, contrary to what Indu Banga says regarding the less frequency of grants in the form of 

wells, yet there are innumerable references to grant of wells given by the Muslims as well as Hindu and 

Sikh rulers. 
114 These two were Bedes. 
115 Foreign/Political Proceedings, January 14, 1853, op.cit. 
116 Rulia Ram was a Parohit. 
117 Sita Ram Kohli, Catalogue of Khalsa Durbar Records, op.cit., 2:23-24. 
118 Ranjit Singh also specified in his order to an official to grant a village containing ten wells. 
119 Jhallar means a rivulet, stream or water flow. 
120 Zahid Khan and Shuja Khan gave land along with well in Multan for care of tombs: Foreign/Political 

Proceedings, December 12, 1856, op.cit. 
121 Foreign/Political Proceedings, December 12, 1856, op.cit. 
122 Similarly, Murad Bukhsh Bhatti gave a land along with well worth twenty rupees in Pargna Hafiz 

Abad to Shah Muhammad, for a mosque in 1798: Foreign/Political Proceedings, June 25, 1858, No. 

274. 
123 Foreign/Political Proceedings, October 15, 1852, No. 117. 
124 Foreign/Political Proceedings, May 27, 1853, No. 196. 
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6.7.4. Patronage of religious institutions: 

 During the Sikh rule, the religious associations had been getting liberal 

donations from Jagirdars, nearby functionaries, and the Zamindars. The Sikh rulers, 

similar to their Mughal ancestors, were not only expected to every grantee for the 

welfare of the State and its regions but also reinforced in the matters of socio-political 

development. Those religious institutions, patronized by the rulers and the chiefs of 

Multan, were as under. 

6.7.4.1.Udasis: 

The practice of giving awards of tax-free land to religious people and 

institutions of various beliefs was an old tradition in India. This practice proceeded 

under the new monarchs of Multan. During the ascent of the Sikhs, hardly a dozen 

Udasi125 hubs existed in Punjab.126 Towards the finale of the eighteenth century, the 

number of Udasi organizations had reached fifty. In the mid-nineteenth century, this 

number crossed a hundred, and then it had touched about two hundred and fifty till 

1849.127 These organizations extended to Gujarat, Sialkot, Jhang, Multan, Kangra, and 

Dera Ismail Khan. It is outstanding that all the Sikh Chiefs, by the method of 

Dharmarth, provided tax-free endowments. Similarly, the non-Sikh rulers also 

separated land revenue by a method for philanthropy. Various Muslim chiefs gave 

stipends of lands and money to different Udasi people. These chiefs were Allah Yar 

Khan, Muzaffar Khan, and Rukan Khan.128 

The Udasi Dera at Baba Nanak got endowments from Bagh Singh Kanhia, 

Sultan Singh Sialkotia, Natha Singh Shaheed, Nar Singh Chamiariwala, and Nidhan 

Singh Daskewala, yet the estimation of awards did not surpass 875 rupees. In Kasur, 

the Deras of Bhai Pirthi, Bhai Sucheta, and Sant Prasad got grants from the rulers of 

the late 18th century.129 Muzaffar Khan was also a benefactor of Udasi Deras as well.130 

There were six Muslim rulers, Wali Dad Khan, Ahmed Khan, Kabir Khan Sial, 

Muzaffar Khan, Nawab Muhammad Azeem, and Raja Azeemulla, who gave stipends 

 
125 A word which has originated form Udas. The first meaning of this is to depart, take leave or forsake 

whilst the second meaning is dejection, sadness or low in spirit. In Sikhism, Udasi applies to both the 

mission tours of Guru Nanak Dev and to the sect of enunciates established by his son Baba Siri Chand. 
126 Sulakhan Singh, Political Change, State Patronage and Udasi Religious Tradition in Punjab during 

Nineteenth Century (Patiala: Punjab History Conference, 1986), 217. 
127 Sulakhan Singh, “Udasi Establishment under Sikh Rule,” Journal of Regional History 1 (1980): 74. 
128 Sulakhan Singh, Heterodoxy in the Sikh Tradition (Jalandhar: ABS Publication, 1999), 51. 
129 Foreign/Political Consultation, May 27, 1853, No. 202. 
130 Veena Sachdeva, op.cit., 123. 
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of 633 rupees to Brahmans.131 In Lahore, Jhang, Sialkot, Montgomery, and Multan, all 

the Udasis offered langar to the detainees and guests. They stayed the voyagers, 

pilgrims, and prisoners too.132 

6.7.4.2.Temples, Gurdawaras, and Dharmsala: 

During the late eighteenth century, numerous temples (sanctuaries) were also 

donated by the rulers. Besides the Sikh rulers, various Muslim rulers had offered grants 

to Vaishnava133 hubs.134 In Multan, Zahid Khan and Shuja Khan gave Wells and money 

for the care of tombs. In Multan, Muzaffar Khan divided Wells and money of 567 

rupees for a temple.135 He also gave three cultivable Wells of eighty rupees to Ram Das 

for another temple. Bahawal Khan provided a Well and land of twenty-two rupees in 

Multan for a Thakurdwara. The Gurudwara136 got the most extreme grants from the 

Diwans, Jagirdars, Kardars, and Muqaddams. Nankana Sahib (Sheikhupura) got 

grants from various Jagirdars. Dhian Singh Dogra and Sawan Mal were also 

contributors. Sawan Mal and Dal Singh offered grants for this Gurudwara.137 In Dera 

Ghazi Khan, Sawan Mal granted the money of forty rupees to an Udasi Fakir.138  

The Granthis were provided donations by the chiefs of Multan. Hira Singh, 

Mulraj, and Bhag Singh, a Ghorchara, were some other benefactors who offered grants 

to the Granthi.139 The Brahmans were offered endowments by the ruler of Gujarat, 

Gujranwala, Multan, Pind Dadan Khan, Jhang, Leia, and Pakpatan. During 1818-21, 

Sukh Dial and Badan Hazari provided the money of eighty-eight rupees from the 

customs of Shujabad to Brahmans.140 Wali Dad Khan Sial granted fourteen bighas of 

land to Prem Das for a Dharmsala.141 Ghulam Mustafa Khan manufactured two houses 

and a Sarai in Dera Ghazi Khan where guests could stay without charge.142 Besides 

this, grants were issued for Shamshan Ghats and burial grounds too. In Multan, 

Badshah Chogatta had allotted a Well to Jogi Birnath for the maintenance of the 

 
131 Foreign/Political Consultation, March 18, 1853, No. 157. 
132 C.A. Roe. And W.E. Purser, op.cit., 51. 
133 Vaishnava is an order of ascetics. 
134 Veena Sachdeva, op.cit., 125. 
135 Foreign/Political Proceedings, December 12, 1856, op.cit. 
136 A Gurudwara is place of worship for the Sikhs. People from all faiths, and those who do not profess 

any faith, are welcomed in the Sikh Gurudwaras. 
137 Gurmukh Singh, Historical Sikh Shrines (Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 1995), 86. 
138 Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha, Encyclopedia of the Sikh Literature (Patiala: Punjabi University, 2006), 

3:1976. 
139 Foreign/Political Proceedings, January 14, 1853, No. 222. 
140 Veena Sachdeva, op.cit., 121-25. 
141 Veena Sachdeva, op.cit., 124. 
142 William Moorcraft, op.cit., 178. 
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smoldering place of deceased Hindu. In Mailsi, Ghulam Hussain of Bahawalpur 

provided a Well along with the land of twelve rupees to Jogi Hid Gal Shah for a 

commemorative.143 

6.7.4.3.Tombs, Khanqahs, and Samadhs: 

Moreover, the bequests, provided by the Muslim chiefs for the upkeep of tombs, 

are also mentionable. They were Shuja Khan, Sarfraz Khan, Ali Muhammad Khan, and 

Zahid Khan in Multan, Nizam Khan as well as Hussain Khan of Kasur and Sadiq Khan 

of Lodhran.144 Shuja Khan provided a few villages as grants for Khanqah145 of Hazrat 

Makhdum Syed Din Muhammad Shah near Multan.146 The Khanqahs got donations of 

237 rupees from ten other Zamindars. In Multan, Saadullah Khan offered grants to the 

Khanqahs. In Dera Ghazi Khan, Sawan Mal, for the oil at Balkh Shah's Khanqahs, 

granted seven rupees and eight as an endowment.147 In 1824 Diwan Ram Chand, for 

the oil, offered money of twelve rupees for the Khanqahs of Sakhi Shah Habib in 

Multan.148 Diwan Mulraj gave financial grants to the Muslims too. He awarded six 

rupees to Buddha Shah of Dera Ghazi Khan. 149 In Pargna Mailsi, he also issued the 

amount of one thousand rupees for the construction of Khanqah Hazrat Diwan Chawli 

Mashaikh.150 

Besides this, Stipends were issued for Samadhs too. The Samadhs, who elevated 

the place of incineration, got donations from the rulers of the second half of the 

eighteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries. In Shujabad, Shuja Khan granted a Real Estate 

land and a Well for legitimate care of his predecessor’s tomb.151 Other than the 

Samadhs, the tombs of imperative people were blessed too. Ganga Ram sunk a Well 

for the graveyard. Kabir Khan and Wali Dad Khan Sial, the Muslim rulers of Jhang, 

provided distinct stipends for the tomb of Heer. 

In brief, The Sikh rulers divided a bigger share of their incomes for religious gatherings 

than their Mughal forerunners. Behind such kindness, the explanation may be ascribed 

to their impact on the general population and administration rendered by them to the 

 
143 Foreign/Political Proceedings, December 12, 1856, op.cit. 
144 Foreign/Political Consultation, March 31, 1854, No. 233. 
145 It is a building designed especially for gatherings of a Sufi brotherhood or Tariqa and is a place for 

spiritual retreat and character reformation. 
146 Farhat Multani, Auliya-e-Multan (Multan: Ayaz Publications, 1980), 170. 
147 Meera Nagpal, op.cit., 617. 
148 Syed Muhammad Aulad Ali Gilani, op.cit., 210.  
149 Meera Nagpal, op.cit., 616. 
150 Farhat Multani, op.cit., 204. 
151 Foreign/Political Proceedings, December 12, 1856, op.cit. 
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general public. It was true that there were many occasions when grants were given in 

place of service rendered in the war. Besides this, the mother, widow, child, or brothers 

of the departed and injured troopers were also granted endowments in compensation by 

the Sikh Government. When contrasted with the Mughals and the early Sikh rulers, the 

state patronage prospered more amid the rule of Ranjit Singh. 
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CHAPTER NO: 7 

SOCIO-CULTURAL SETUP AND CONDITION 

The social order of Punjab was founded on the hierarchical configuration. Some 

writings offer evidence about the structure of the populace of the central dominions of 

Ranjit Singh in Chahar Bagh-i-Punjab and familiarize us with the religious 

associations of the Punjabi people. The groups of social taxonomy were Tabqe, Qaum, 

Geroh, or Firqa and not merely Muslims, the Sikhs, the Hindus, the Brahmans, and Jat 

or Khatris. The society was also classified into Gaut, clans or sub-caste, and various 

professions.1  

7.1. Society: 

The population of Punjab was composed of a great variety of religions and races 

but the greater part was divided into Muslims and the Hindus (including Sikhs), the 

ratio between the former and the latter was three to one.2 With the deterioration of the 

Mughal and Afghan kingdom, a new professional structure, in which the peasantry had 

a major part, came into being. The new dominant class appeared from the peasantry. 

But other communities and classes had a significant role to play in the social building. 

Among the ethnic components were the Jats, Rajputs, Khatris, Pathans, and the Sayed. 

The Jats were prime with 30 percent and were mostly the Sikhs. The tribes denoted by 

the Jats were Sandhu, Sidhu, Randhawa, Mann, Gill, Dhillon, Bhinder, Virk, Waraich, 

Sohal, and Bajwa. The Khatris were 17 percent and denoted by sub-castes of Chopra, 

Badheera, Bhandari, Sethi, Khanna, Pori, Behel, Aanand, Mahra, Uppal, and Kapoor. 

They had an agricultural background. The Brahmans were 7 percent and related to the 

sub-castes of Gaur, Joshi, and Vaid sub-castes. The Rajputs were 11 percent with a 

different clan like the Pathania, Katoch, and Dogra. Besides this, the Kharal, Tiwana, 

Awan, and Sial, among the Muslims, were holding the vital places with 2 to 4 percent.3 

The social upbringing of the graciousness of the Lahore Durbar was equally 

dissimilar. One-fifth were the ejected chiefs and their dependents who were generally 

the Sikh Misldars, Afghans, Rajputs, and Pathans (rulers of Kasur, Multan, and Jhang). 

This strategy was aimed to resettle the expelled and enfeebled chiefs and to pacify the 

 
1 J.S. Grewal, The Reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 22. 
2 Steinbach, op.cit., 55. 
3 Inderyas Bhatti, Nobility under the Lahore Durbar 1799-1849 (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 

1981), 4. 
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approaches of the public in which they fitted.4 The professional classes, Kalal, 

Tarkhhan, Mahra, Nai, and Mochi, were about 2 to 3 percent. Thus, the nobility was 

the topmost section of the society next to Ranjit Singh and his family.  

7.1.1. The Religious class: 

Besides the governing class, society was subjugated by the religious classes. In 

Multan, there were three renowned religions, Islam, Hinduism, and Sikhism. Each had 

its religious clusters.5 In the chain of Hinduism, the Brahmans occupied the rank of the 

religious elite. Those who got higher education in Sanskrit and Hindi were known as 

Pundits. Amongst the Sikh, Bhais, Granthis, Bedes, Sodhis, Udasis, Giannis and 

Akalis, were renowned classes. The Bhais was in charge of the Sikh monuments, and 

Granthis led the religious services of Ardas, Shabad, and Prashad.6 They also obtained 

revenue-free endowments from the Sikh monarchs. For example, Kahn Singh, a 

Granthi who was nominated governor of Multan, got a donation of 900 rupees per 

annum.7 Bedes and Sodhis had been appreciated due to their lineal connotation with the 

Sikh Gurus. The Bedes were also known as Nanak Putras. They were treated with equal 

admiration and distinction as the Sayed among the Muslims and Brahmans among the 

Hindus and were patronized by the Sikh rulers in the Punjab and Multan.8 Charon Singh 

Bede was given two villages by Ranjit Singh and he presented Chhoti Elaichi to the 

Maharaja as Nazar.9 Sodhis, who was known as descendants of the fourth Guru, were 

also enjoyed high regard. They were merchants and great landlords. They were also 

patronized by the Sikh monarchs.10 The Udasis were the main section of the Sikh 

religious groups. They practiced Hindu rituals and wore the Telak and banned the 

Granth of Guru Gobind but respected the Adie Granth. They were employed as 

attendants on trade paths in Multan and Punjab for protection from plunder or attack by 

the robbers.11 

Amongst the Muslims, Sayed, Sheikh, Ulama, Qazi, and Mullah, were 

considered as the religious class. The Sayed and the Sheikh belonged to the superior 

class and were credited withholding the information of magical, mystical, and 

 
4 Radha Sharma, The Lahore Durbar, op.cit., 15. 
5 Fauja Singh, Some Aspects of State and Society under Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 283-84. 
6 Hari Ram Gupta, History of the Sikhs: The Sikh Lion of Lahore Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 5:418. 
7 Indu Banga, Agrarian System of the Sikhs, op.cit., 159. 
8 Veena Sachdeva, op.cit., 122. 
9 Fauja Singh, Maharaja Ranjit Singh: Politics, Society and Economy (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1984), 

280. 
10 Indu Banga, Agrarian System of the Sikhs, op.cit.,158. 
11 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 228. 
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supernatural phenomena. They were cultivators as well as landlords and scattered all 

over the Punjab and Multan.12 They were also rewarded concessions and favors by the 

Sikh government. The quantity of revenue, to be charged from them, was fixed at a 

little rate. The Ulama, considered as the Ashraf that was honorable and greater in 

lineage than the common people. They sustained their place as heads of renowned 

shrines and ornamented religious places of the Muslims.13 The Mullahs played a 

praiseworthy role as teachers in Maktabs. The Qazis were concerned with the Nikah in 

the marriages of the Muslims.14 

Besides this, Muslim judges were employed to settle Muslim civil cases. In 

Lahore Durbar, Nizam-ud-din was selected as the spiritual head of the Muslims, and 

Saadullah Chishti was made his deputy. The civil cases, debts, agreements as well as 

buy and sell, were assigned to Mufti Muhammad Shah. Khalifa Noor-ud-din was 

designated as a public physician entitled to Hakim Ansari.15 Muslim religious people, 

who obtained distinctive favor from Ranjit Singh, were the guardians of Hazrat Data 

Gunj Bakhsh, Baba Farid, Madhu Lal Hussain, and Hazrat Baha-ud-Din Zakariya’s 

tomb.16 

7.1.2. The Trading and Mercantile class: 

The trading classes also played a significant role. The mercantile groups were 

embodied by the Muslims, the Sikhs, and Hindus. There were no banks and the jobs of 

banks were implemented by these groups. They were called Shah Je and Lala Je. As 

per an ancient proverb: 

Bina Guru Gat Nahin 

Bina Shah Pat Nahin.17 

(There is no escape without Guru, there is no integrity without the banker). 

The Khatris were the prime accountants of Lahore Durbar.18 There was scarcely 

a village in Multan where they did not have their homes. They ran shops in towns, 

villages, and military garrisons. As Sahukar, they had an authoritative impact on the 

 
12 Daljit Singh, Punjab Social and Economic Condition 1501-1700 (New Delhi: Commonwealth 

Publishers, 2004), 87. 
13 Daljinder Singh Johal, “Society and Culture as Reflected in Punjabi Literature” (PhD diss., Guru 

Nanak Dev University Amritsar, 1985), 213. 
14 Waris Shah, Heer Waris, ed. Shamsher Singh Ashok (Patiala: Punjab Languages Department, 1976), 

9, 77. 
15 Hari Ram Gupta, History of the Sikhs: The Sikh Lion of Lahore Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 5:32. 
16 Ibid., 5:425-27. 
17 Ibid., 5:502. 
18 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 247-48. 
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peasant. Many of them also performed as Chaudharys and Punch.19 In Multan, the 

Auroras were next, in rank, to the Khatris. They were also known as Kirar and 

considered themselves Khatris but Khatris did not accept them. They were both the 

Sikhs and the Hindu and were active frugal, industrious, and enterprising.20 Some of 

them were accountants, Sahukars, and bankers and had an extensive amount of land.21 

A famous proverb about them was that: 

The thieves were 4 and we were 84, the thieves came and we 

rushed, damn the thieves well done us”.22 

Among the Hindus, another commercial class was the Bania.23 They were 

bankers, big traders, and money lenders in the towns and villages. They were said to be 

industrious, intelligent, ambitious, and enterprising. A proverb was uttered for them 

was: 

He who has a Bania friend does not require an enemy and first 

beat a Bania then a thief’.24 

There were minor traders, hawkers, goods carriers, greengrocers, and peddlers. 

But the most imperative was Labana.25 By religion, they were the Sikhs, the Hindus, 

and the Muslims. They were also transporters and mostly found in the districts of 

Multan, Lahore, Amritsar, Sialkot, and Gujranwala.26 Amongst the Muslims, Paracha27 

and the Khojas28 belonged to the mercantile class. They entered Islam from the Auroras 

and the Khatris. When the Paracha was significant merchants, hawkers were called 

Khojas and where the Khojas were imperative traders, the hawkers were called 

Paracha. They dealt with the leather trade, cloth, petty shoes, silk, tea, and indigo.29 

7.1.3. The Agricultural class: 

Agriculture was the key profession of the tremendous majority of the people of 

Multan. About 90 percent of the peasantry belonged to the rural areas whilst almost 10 

percent lived in cities and towns and more powerful were the Jats. They were the spinal 

 
19 A.H. Bingley, The Sikhs (Patiala: Punjab Languages Department, 1970), 48. 
20 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 251. 
21 A.H. Bingley, The Sikhs, op.cit., 50-51. 
22 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 251. 
23 The word Bania originated from Sanskrit word Banijya which means shopkeeper or trader. 
24 Ibid., 242. 
25 Labana also means Banjara. This word originated from Loon (salt) and Bana (trade). So, they specified 

as salt traders and carriers. See, A.H. Bingley, The Sikhs, op.cit., 51. 
26 J.S. Grewal, The Reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 24-25. 
27 The word Paracha has been derived from Parcha meant staples cloth. 
28 Khoja was nothing more than the Persian word Khawaja which meant men of wealth. See, Rakesh 

Sharma, Business Communities in the Kingdom of Lahore, M.Phil Dissertation (Amritsar: Guru Nanak 

Dev University, 1982), 21. 
29 Ibid., 25. 
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column of farming. They were 17 percent in Lahore, 35 percent in Multan, 28 percent 

in Gujranwala, and almost 26.2 percent in Sialkot.30 Rajputs were the other cultivator 

group. They were lesser than the Jats but had cultivated their lands by tenants.31 In 

Multan, they had nearly vanished before the Pathans and the Sikhs. Rajputs disliked the 

Jats and victimized them whenever and wherever they had supremacy.32 The Kumboh 

and Arain were considered as decent growers. The Arain was plentiful in Jalandhar, 

Batala, Multan, Amritsar, and Lahore. The Kumboh caste was rarely involved in the 

horticultural market, yet they were not less skillful and industrious than Arain. 

Similarly, the Gujjars and the Awans were considered as good farmers but their rank 

was below Arain and the Jat.33 

In the socio-economic format of Multan, the artisans,34 as the servants, played 

an imperative role. During the early nineteenth century, a village in Multan, due to 

insufficient domestic vessels, sugar, cloth, agricultural tools, and oil for food, depended 

upon these artisans.35 During the nineteenth century, they were 20 percent of the total 

population in Multan. Amongst them, the carpenters, potters, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, 

weavers, and leather workers, were the most important. They belonged to the lower 

strata of the social order but had an essential status in the village life. In Hinduism, they 

were considered shodar whilst the leather workers were measured as untouchable.36 In 

the Punjab and Multan, they prepared clothes as well as agrarian apparatuses and 

received a specific share of crops under the Sepidari system.37 The Kamins were paid 

their wages in the shape of the kind which was called Haqoq-e-Kamiana or Haq-e-Sep. 

It was normally 10 to 15 percent of the total produce.38 

Sonar, Lohar, Tarkhhan, Jolaha, and Komhar were regarded as artisans while 

Chamar and Mochi were deliberated as filthy artisans.39 The potters and carpenters 

 
30 Radha Sharma, Peasantry and the State: Early Nineteenth Century Punjab (New Delhi: K.K. 

Publishers, 2000), 40-46. 
31 Ibid., 84. 
32 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 100. 
33 Ibid., 188. 
34 The term artisan denotes the expert handiwork that has inherited skills and worked in clusters or as 

individual. 
35 J.S. Grewal, Maharaja Ranjit Singh and His Times (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 1980), 

179. 
36 Harish C. Sharma, Artisans of the Punjab: A Study of the Social Change in Historical Perspective 

1849-1947 (New Delhi: Manohar Publication, 1996), 177. 
37 Hereditary relationship between agricultures and village artisans and other menial under which the 

later got fixed share of crops called Sepidari system. It is also known as customary system. 
38 Ibid., 181. 
39 Ibid., 27. 
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were known as vade-Kamins. The shoemakers and blacksmiths and shoemakers were 

considered as loude-Kamins.40 In Multan, the Komhar was known as Gumiar. He 

provided all clay vessels for domestic needs and ceramic pots (Tind) which were used 

in Persian wheels for drawing water. The Lohar prepared and renewed iron equipment 

like Hal, Daatri, Kahee, Kuhara, and some other metal tools.41 The Mochi provided 

leather belts, shoes, whips, yokes, and blinders for bullocks.42 

Besides these, other artisans were Raj, Chhimba, Darzi, Dhobi, Panja, Jhinwar, 

Taili, Bhutyara, Kalal, Mallah, Maachhi, and Lelari. They also received a fixed share 

of the produce. Darzi stitched the clothes of the bride as well as the bridegroom and 

their families. Taili extracted oil and served as Mashalchi.43 A Jhinwar, who was also 

called Mahra or Kahar, was a basket-maker and water carrier. He, if carried water in 

brass or mud vessels, called Kahar and, if brought water in a skin bag, was called 

Mashki or Saqqa. A Mashki was a Muslim and Kahar was Hindu. A Kalal was a distiller 

and supplier of spirituous whiskeys. A Dhobi, in return for washing clothes, received a 

fixed share of the produce. A Lelari colored costumes of the people. A Chhimba 

stamped colored decorations on cotton materials. A Dhunia or Pinja was a cotton-

scorcher to fill in quilts.44  

In Multan, the hunter class stood at the lower stage of the society and was very 

essential for the town and village economy. The Bhangi or Chohra was found all over 

the province of Multan. News of the death was transferred to relatives and friends by 

him.45 In the Sikh nation, they were called Rangreta and Muzbi.46 The Sikh Chamars 

were named Ram Dasia, who had asked them to join Sikhism. Amongst the Muslims, 

they were called Musalli.47 Their work was to color and tan of skins of the lifeless cattle. 

Bigar provided facilities for visiting celebrities to the village and carried their baggage 

from one area to another. They plastered the mud-houses and were responsible to keep 

Janj Ghar, the village guest house, in decent shape.48 

 
40 Ibid., 29-30. 
41 Ibid., 30. 
42 J.S. Grewal, The Reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit.,26. 
43 Hari Ram Gupta, History of the Sikhs: The Sikh Lion of Lahore Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 5:520. 
44 Ibid. 
45 P.N. Chopra, Punjab under Later Mughals (New Delhi: Ashajanak Publication, 1976), 248. 
46 It means nothing more than a fellow of the vulture class who accepted Sikhism. 
47 Ethne K. Marenco, The Transformation of Sikh Society (New Delhi: Heritage Publication, 1976), 

19,250. 
48 Harish C. Sharma, Politicization of the Punjabi Chamars (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 

1983), 128-30.  
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In the group of professional servants, Lagis played a useful part in the socio-

cultural life in the villages and the cities. One of them was Nai. Haircutting, Shaving, 

and offering tobacco at the resthouse were his professional tasks. He was the genetic 

conveyer of the important news of auspicious occasions like the fixation of marriage 

dates.49 He conducted Wutna and Nhavai-dhovai ceremonies in the bridegroom’s house 

while Nain attended to the bride’s house.50 Being a Hindu, he was known as Nai whilst, 

being a Muslim, he was called Hajjam. A Sikh barber was called Neharna. 

7.1.4. The Entertaining class: 

The humorous class was a very crucial part of Multan. Among them, there were 

formal genealogists, lyricists, or vernacular singers. The Charon and Bhatt were Hindu 

genealogists who narrated the history of the descendants.51 Doom and Mirasi52 were 

similar to the Bhatt. They acted as lyricists, jokers, musicians, and genealogists. At the 

funerals and marriage ceremonies, they narrated the history and genealogy of the 

bridegroom. Their wives were called Doomnis.53 The Mirasi was always a Muslim and 

his wife was known as Mirasan. They played the Shahnai and beat drums at marriages 

and other auspicious events.54 The Dhaddis also related to this class. They recited war 

songs and history of martyrdom and sang epic poems in cheerful meetings and generally 

performed in pairs, one playing Sarongi while the other Dhadd.55 Another class was 

comedians and actors who roamed with their families staying for a few days or weeks. 

Bazigar56 or Nut was the most imperative. Only male Nut was a rope dancer while the 

Bazigar, both males and females, performed their tricks.57 The Bhaand58 or Naqqal was 

the joker, storyteller, and comedian. A Bahropia59 was an imitator or performer. His 

peculiarity was to disguise and perform a role in such a genuine style that people did 

not suspect it.60 A Qalundar was a monkey man and always a Muslim. He was seen 

 
49 Ethne K. Marenco, op.cit., 177-78. 
50 Daljinder Singh Johal, Literary Evidence on Social Structure in the Punjab, 1750-1850 (Amritsar: 

Guru Nanak Dev University, 1980), 59-60. 
51 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 230-34. 
52 The word Mirasi originated from Arabic word Meeras which meant inheritance. See, Denzil Ibbotson, 

Punjab Castes, op.cit., 234. 
53 Ibid., 234. 
54 Daljinder Singh Johal, Literary Evidence on Social Structure in the Punjab, op.cit., 66. 
55 Indu Banga, Five Punjabi Centuries (New Delhi: Manohar Publication, 1997), 414. 
56 Bazigar is a Persian word which means a person who does Bazi or any kind of play or game and 

commonly known as acrobats. 
57 Hari Ram Gupta, History of the Sikhs: The Sikh Lion of Lahore Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 5:522. 
58 Word Bhaand has been derived from Hindi Word Bhaanda which means fooling. In Punjabi, it is called 

clown. 
59 This word has been derived from Sanskrit word Baho, means many, and Ropa means Shape. 
60 Ibid. 
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with monkeys, bears, and some other acting animals. The sound of his Dug Dugi 

attracted the children who, to see his deeds, gave him money and grain.61 

We may say that there was functional and structural continuity from the Mughal 

period, yet the Sikh invented new trends in society. The economy of Multan was run 

by traditional, trading, and cultural communities. From a practical point, there were 

modifications in the customary setup of Multan. Artisans designed a crucial part of the 

village society. Without their support, the economy of the village could not run 

efficiently.  

7.2. Culture: 

To live in a society, every person has to follow rites, customs, ceremonies, and 

rituals. The term custom has been used to state the collective behavior of a society or a 

group. Customs are cumulative habits of an individual that are supported by social 

approval.62 However, the word rites are used for a social ceremony or custom, 

associated with passage from one significant stage to another, like marriage, birth, and 

death.63 To know the society, it is necessary to know its ceremonies, rites, and customs 

because these play a vital role in the lives of the individuals. 

From the day of the wedding, the wives are anticipated to bear the children. The 

birth of a son was important to preserve the family. With the religious incentive, for 

producing sons, there was a physical drawback in having daughters because one was 

expected to offer a dowry for one’s daughters.64 Like other patrimonial societies, the 

birth of a daughter was considered inauspicious in Multan too. When a Sikh woman 

became pregnant, she was expected to recite Japji Sahib and managed Khande da 

Pahul. A sword, bow, and five arrows were placed on the wall or some elevated place. 

Among the Hindus, ceremonies started even before the birth of a child and the mother 

was given gifts by relatives and neighbors.65 As soon as when a son was born in the 

Amrit Dhari Sikh family, his forehead was touched on the floor in front of a two-edged 

sword (Sri Sahib). The period of confinement lasted for forty days and the mother 

would neither use henna nor wore new clothes.66 

 
61 Ibid., 5:523. 
62 David L. Sills, International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences (London: The Macmillan Co. and 

Free Press, 1968), 2:204-05. 
63 J.S. Grewal, A Study of Guru Granth Sahib: Doctrine, Social Content History, Structure and Status 

(Amritsar: Singh Brothers, 2009), 247. 
64 P. Thomas, Hindu Religion, Customs and Manners (Bombay: B.B. Taraporevala Sons, n.d), 75. 
65 Anshu Malhotra, Gender, Caste and Religion Identities (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2002), 

172. 
66 H.A. Rose, Rites and Ceremonies of Hindu and Muslims (New Delhi: Harman Publication, 1983), 30. 
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At the birth of Kharak Singh, Maharaja Ranjit Singh ordered to distribute large 

sums of money among the poor and the orphans.67 Similarly at the birth of Nau Nihal 

Singh in 1821, he ordered Dhian Chand, Jamadar Khushal Singh, and Sukh Dyal to 

distribute gold coins in the town.68 In Multan, the Muslims distributed Halva and 

Chapattis among the brotherhood. The first rite took place at the paternal home of the 

mother. She, if the child was a boy, brought some gold and silver ornaments and clothes. 

These gifts were called Chhochhak.69 Amongst the Hindus, a Taragi, for a male child, 

was worn around his waist which was made of thread, stones, and beads. The Sikhs 

consulted Guru Granth Sahib for this purpose.70 

Besides this, Vivah is the most engrossing event of life. For several reasons, 

marriage was held in high esteem by society. For a Hindu, marriage was obligatory for 

begetting a son (heir). The wife was not merely a Grihapatni but also Dharampatni and 

Sahadharmini. According to Sikhism, a superior and natural way of life had been 

Grishstha.71 For the preliminary negotiation, people depended upon the intermediaries 

called Bichola or Lagi.72 Theoretically, the Sikh marriage ceremony is held on the fifth 

day of a month. Among the Muslims, it was called Gandh Nikah.73 

In Multan, the most favorable season for marriage was the spring but in the 

following months, Maagh for a wealthy wife; Phhagun for a good manager, Besakh, 

and Jeth for a dutiful helpmate, also possessed peculiar attributes. While marriage, in 

Asarrh, was reputed to be very prolific. On the wedding of Kanwar Nau Nihal Singh, 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh invited Sir Henry Fane, Sir Charles Metcalfe, Governor of Agra, 

rulers of Patiala, Farid Kot, Nabha, Jind, Maleer Kotla, Narain Garh and Nazims of 

Multan, Kashmir, and Peshawar.74  

Among the Muslims, Nikasi rite, before one or two days, was held in which the 

boy dressed new clothes with the Kangna on his wrist.75 In the bride’s house, the girls 

 
67 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 2:337. 
68 Diwan Amarnath, op.cit., 15. 
69 H.A. Rose, Rites and Ceremonies of Hindu and Muslims, Op.cit., 52,57. 
70 Maharaja Ranjit Singh followed this practice and named his elder son, Kharak Singh. 
71 Paras Diwan, Modern Hindu Law: Codified and Uncodified (Allahabad: Allahabad Law Agency, 

1988), 62-63.  
72 Paul Hershman, Punjabi Kinship and Marriage (Delhi: Hindustan Publishing Corporation, 1981), 160. 
73 In the observance of this rite a piece of cloth or a string was knotted as many times a there were days 

remaining till the wedding day. A knot was united everyday by the parents. A Similar knot was circulated 

among the relatives through the barbers. It was called Gandh Pherna. 
74 Prem Singh Hoti, Sher-e-Punjab, Maharaja Ranjit Singh (Ludhiana: Lahore Book Shop, 1918), 88. 
75 H.A. Rose, Rites and Ceremonies of Hindu and Muslims, Op.cit., 106. 
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brought water from the village well to perform Ghari Gharoli.76 At Kanwar Nau Nihal 

Singh's wedding ceremony, the Provinces of Kashmir and Multan granted 111000 and 

151000 rupees respectively.77 

Like birth and marriage, death too had its own set of rites. When a person was 

about to die, some pre-death rituals were observed. Among the Hindus and the Sikhs, 

when no signs of improvements were shown, cow-dung was smeared near his charpoy. 

This cot was laid in the courtyard where the dying person gave Gow-dan.78 In 1839, on 

the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, his body was put on a wooden stool and bathed 

with water brought from Hardwar. His body was decorated with ornaments.79 Among 

the Muslims, the feet-toes were tied with a piece of cloth which was called Zanakh. 

Similarly, a piece of cloth was tied around the head across the chin to shut the mouth. 

This was called Taht-ul-Hanak.80 According to Sikh tradition, all mourners should be 

Sikhs. The period of Maatam varied from one to thirteen days.81 Besides this, neither 

lamentation was raised nor given an expression of grief. All the earthen vessels were 

broken and thrown away.82 

Similarly, the Practice of purdah was prevailed among the Hindu and Muslim 

women but partially observed by Sikh women. The Sikh Gurus had prohibited the 

purdah system because it was a hindrance to the intellectual development of women. 

But, belonging to the social scenario of the 19th century, the Sikh women of high caste 

covered their faces from the elderly people. For them, it was difficult to get a good look 

as, at the approach of a stranger, they disappeared or hastily cover their faces.83 It was 

said that: 

Ander bathi lakh di, Bahir Gai Kakh di. 

(She who stays at home is worth a lakh and she who wanders out is worth a straw). 

Further: 

Tene Kum Khrab, Mard Nu Chakki, Sandhe Nu Gah, Run Nu Rah. 

 
76 Daljinder Singh Johal, Society and Culture as Reflected in Punjabi Literature, op.cit., 282. 
77 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 3:441-42. 
78 It means charity. At the last moment of Ranjit Singh, he was made to lie straight upon a bed, which 

had been set right with all the requisites of the last day, like Doshalas, Tulsi leaves, gold ducats, linseed 

ad so on, and lighting up a gold lamp, gave it away by way of samkalap along with other things. See, 

Fakir Syed Waheed-ud-Din, The Real Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 202. 
79 Kanaihya Lal, op.cit., 350. 
80 H.A. Rose, Rites and Ceremonies of Hindu and Muslims, Op.cit., 184-85. 
81 P.N. Chopra, Life and Letters under Mughals (New Delhi: Ashajanak Publication, 1976), 173. 
82 A.H. Bingley, History, Caste and Culture of Jats and Gujjar (New Delhi: Ess Ess, 1978), 153-55. 
83 R.E. Parry, The Sikhs of the Punjab (Patiala: Language Department Punjab, 1970), 24. 



 

186 
 

(Three things are bad, grinding for a man, threshing for a buffalo, and traveling for a 

woman).84  

Besides the above rituals, there were coronation ceremonies and celebrations of 

victory which were celebrated at Lahore Durbar and Multan with great enthusiasm. 

The coronation ceremony was the most important administrative ceremony. The whole 

of the capital was generously decorated. On his coronation ceremony in 1801, Ranjit 

Singh held a Durbar in which all his feudatories, officers, and Sardars participated. On 

this occasion, he assumed the title of Sarkar-e-Wala. He issued the coins in the names 

of Gurus and did not proclaim as the Maharaja but Sahib Singh Bede daubed him with 

saffron paste and declared him the Maharaja of Punjab.85  

Conquest of territory and victory in the battle was one of the most joyous events 

at Lahore Durbar and Multan. When the Maharaja became victorious, large-scale 

celebrations were held. At the news of every victory, a round of festivities would start. 

In 1799, when he entered Lahore as victorious, guns fired the royal salute, and the war 

booty was distributed among the poor and the needy.86 The victories of Kasur in 1806 

and Kangra in 1809 were celebrated with great grandeur. The prominent persons, who 

rendered good services in these victories, were granted deserving Jagirs. They were 

also honored with the glittering Khillat.87 

In 1818, the news of the fall of Multan was brought to Lahore by Fateh Singh, 

Chaubdar. The forerunner was awarded a pair of gold bangles, one scarf, and 500 

rupees, and 600 rupees were awarded to Sahib Singh, head of the Harkaras.88 

According to Chopra: 

The Maharaja rode on a huge elephant and, passing through 

Golden Mosque, Taksali gate, Thathiar bazaar, Paper Mundi, 

and Lahore Mundi, reached Lahore fort. Most of the Ahlkars 

secured everlasting pleasure by offering Nazrana on the 

conquest of Multan. Dancing girls and other needy persons 

came to congratulate the Maharaja and the apron of their desire 

was filled with cash. And illumination of the city took place 

with great glory.89 

Sardars, who had participated in this campaign, were bestowed with gifts, titles, 

and Jagirs. Misr Diwan Chand, the conqueror of Multan, was awarded the title of Zafar 

 
84 Bhagat Sing, Punjab Past and Present (Patiala: Punjabi University, 1981), 361. 
85 Fakir Syed Waheed-ud-Din, op.cit., 67. 
86 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 2:37. 
87 Ibid., 2:55. 
88 Ibid., 2:252. 
89 Gulshan Lal Chopra, op.cit., 13. 
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Jung Bahadur and was also granted a Jagir with a valuable robe of honor. A few pairs 

of gold bangles, some scarves, and shawls were sent to Misr Diwan Chand to distribute 

among those who showed boldness in this battle.90 Royal orders, to illuminate their 

houses, were issued to the citizens of all the cities. Grateful offerings were made to holy 

shrines of the Hindus, the Muslims, and the Sikhs. The victory of Multan gave a 

tremendous boost to conquer Kashmir.91 

Thus, we can say that human life was woven around various customs, rites, and 

ceremonies. Each event of life had some peculiar rites and rituals which were observed 

with happiness and sorrow. Most of the ceremonies were common amongst the Hindus, 

the Sikhs, and the Muslims. We also get a reflection of the celebrations, rites, rituals, 

and ceremonies in the literature of the said period. 

7.3. Literature and Vernacular Dialects: 

Basically, the Sikhs had Punjabi dialect whilst the Mughals, the Pathans and 

most of the public spoke Persian, yet some other native languages were spoken too. The 

inhabitants of Multan, Montgomery, Jhang, Muzaffargarh, Dera Ismail Khan, Dera 

Ghazi Khan, Shahpur, Gujranwala, and the greater part of Gujarat and western tehsils 

of Lahore wore mostly Muslims and belong to ethnic groups as Baloch, Jat, Rajput, 

Gujjar and Sayed, Joiya, Wattu, Dogar, Mahtam, Kharal, Sial, Khokhar, Tiwana, 

Jhabail, Kanju and Noon.92 The trans-Indus Pathans and a certain proportion of the 

Bloch Spoke Pashtu and Blochi. In Dera Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarh, and Multan, 

people spoke Jatki, a language holding an intermediate position between Punjabi and 

Sindhi, while Punjabi was prevalent in the remaining area.93 Literature, in its broad 

sense, is a single body of written work. It is estimated to be an art or any writing 

considered to have artistic or intellectual value. During the Sikh rule in Multan, 

literature was also at its peak with all categories but Vars and Kahaniyan were sung and 

written frequently. Dalput Rai, Mian Rahmon, Nizam, Shah Azeem, and Soobha 

Shujaabadi were famous poets, story writers, and artists. The most prominent ballad is 

“A Ballad of Muzaffar Khan”. This ballad is the masterpiece of Dalput Rai. It must 

 
90 Sohan Lal Suri, Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, op.cit., 2:253. 
91 Kanaihya Lal, op.cit., 251,261. 
92 E. O’Brien, Glossary of the Multani Language or South-Western Punjabi (Lahore: The Punjab 

Government Press, 1903), i. 
93 Ibid. 
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have been composed to commemorate the great siege of Multan in 1807 by Ranjit Singh 

which had to be abandoned.94 

Sahib Sach yar, jo kuchh cha-chahe, so cha-Kare, karda palak na lahni! 

Multan Hunke thor Daur kini Ranjit Singh, Sikh Sant kahe; Yih Kahlse ka 

shahni.95 

(The Lord is true, He does what He wills, and he does it speedily! Ranjit Singh marched 

to Multan, the Sikhs and saints said that he was the lord of the Khalsa.) 

Local historians do not seem to agree on its language and dialects. Some opines 

that it has been written in Multani whilst others consider it Punjabi. Skemp says that 

this ballad is not in Multani. It was given to me by Mr. Rose, who is responsible for its 

form. It is a fine ballad, and the subject justifies its inclusion in a collection of Multani 

Tales and Verses.96 But Umar Kamal Khan considers it old Punjabi which, due to the 

amalgamation of the Sikh community, has a deep impact on the Hindi language.97 Mian 

Rahmon is also famous for his ballad, Muzaffar Khan de Var which consisted of 

21stanzaa. It has been written in Saraiki (Multani language). Some verses in English 

translation are given as under. 

Muzaffar Khan dreamed and stood up at once. He immediately 

sent for his minister. 

I have dreamed that the terror of Sikhs has overwhelmed the 

people in Multan. 

O’ minister! Tell me what has written in Fate? Is it the will of 

God that occurred in the dream? 

And though the people may lose heart, but not Muzaffar Khan. 

Let the four quarters of the earth may sound his praises.98 

Similarly, in another stanza he narrates that: 

When the troops marched in Pomp, the Raja’s elephants and 

horses hid the sun with their dust. 

Rohtas, Rajouri, Kashmir, Kabul, and Kandahar were 

trembling. Attock was losing heart and near to faint.99 

 
94 F.W. Skemp, Multani Stories (Lahore: Superintendent Government Printing Punjab, 1917), 78. 
95 Ibid., 78-79. 
96 Ibid., ii. 
97 Umar Kamal Khan Advocate, Multani Varan (Multan: Bazme Saqafat, 1991), 11. 
98 Shoukat Mughal, Multan Diyan Varan (Multan: Saraiki Adbi Board, 1994), 70-71. 
99 Ibid. 
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Similarly, Nizam, another poet of the Sikh rule, also wrote a poem, Multan de 

Var, in Si-Harfi.100 In this genre, he not only described the glory of Multan but also 

damned Ranjit Singh for the destruction of Multan. For example: 

This is the question of honor, O’ Meeran! Have pity on Multan. 

Kill the cursed warrior who bites Multan. 

O’ Meeran! Destroy Lahore fully and have pity on Multan. 

Nazim who calls Allah under this dome will also be angry with 

his enemy. 

I caused foretold of your arrival, O’ Muzaffar Khan! Come 

back home. 

Why should the Multanis not remember you but as a king? 

Entire India and the Diwan of Lahore remember you. 

Nizam! The deceiver deceived as he was wild and barbarous. 

Seeing the horror of Nawab Muzaffar, Singh gave a severe 

reply. 

The Nawab threw the sword from his hand and he did not fear 

to all. 

Nizam! This happiness was with him. “May God give me 

martyr’s death.101 

Shah Azeem also wrote a ballad poem, Pori Nawab Muzaffar Khan, which 

consisted of 60 stanzas. Stanza number 34 was the largest one while stanza number 50 

was the smallest.102 He narrates in his poem that 

Ranjit Singh, the king of the Sikhs had bad intentions. He tossed 

about restlessly like braves and his heart was also in the same 

condition. 

Any brave person may undertake the responsibility of Multan. 

One who will not fight against the Pathan will be terminated. 

Prince Kharak Singh accepted this challenge happily. This was 

the order of my King who could refuse it? 

 
100 It is a four-liner acrostic on the alphabet. 
101 Shaukat Mughal, op.cit., 100-103. 
102 Ibid., 109. 
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The trumpets were playing in front of Muzaffar Khan. He was 

fighting with one thousand against thirty lakhs.103 

Besides this, Soobha Shujaabadi wrote Moly de Var, which highlights the 

events of the second Anglo-Sikh war and the bravery of Mulraj. For example, he states 

that: 

The English made attempts, they marched to Multan as well. 

Mula presented himself humbly, he went and bowed his head. 

The English spoke thus Addressing the Diwan. 

All the governors in Punjab, have the Sahibs had dismissed. 

I have written to London. The answer will come speedily. 

Whatever order the company gives, I cannot imagine at the 

moment. 

The company is in expectation of news from Multan. It is 

always looking in this direction. 

Being Mula and show him to us alive, for once here.104 

Besides, this some popular tales about Multan, its rulers and the ruled have 

salient feature during the Sikh regime. For example, stories of Muzaffar Khan, the 

Diwan and adulterer, the Diwan and murderer, the Diwan and robber, the Diwan and a 

Fakir, the English conquest foretold, Wali Muhammad Khan, the governor of Multan, 

How Mehwal Khan rescued a poor woman’s cattle, etc. were famous and outstanding 

tales about Multan. In story no. 13, The Diwan and the Adulterer, we find the reflection 

of Sawan Mal’s justice and punishment. For example: 

Diwan Sawan Mal was exceeding wrath with adulterers. If ever 

a man and a woman were taken together, he would have their 

thighs bound with rope to an ox yoke and make a Jat drive the 

oxen at a run until at last they died. In the same way, if anyone 

seeing adulterers together slew them, and then reported that he 

had killed a dog and a bitch, the Diwan was pleased and did not 

punish the slayer. One day they brought before the Diwan a Jat 

taken in adultery with women. The Diwan said, “Oh Jat, do not 

you know Sawan Mal that you have done this wicked thing?” 

The Jat replied, “Oh cherisher of the poor, when a devil came 

and succeeded in making me forget God, how I should 

remember the Diwan?” The Diwan was pleased with this reply 

and had mercy on the Jat. He set him at liberty and made him 

promise amends for the future.105 

 
103 Ibid., 116-20. 
104 Ibid., 220,234. 
105 F.W. Skemp, op.cit., 27. 
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7.4. Architecture: 

The architecture reflects a culture. During the Sikh regime in Multan, we do not 

find such enormous and splendid buildings which have been built by the Muslim rulers. 

But the old buildings have been repaired and patronized. Besides this, many temples 

and Sarai, Ram Terath, Suraj Kund, Budhlah Sant, Ram Chotra, Totla Mai temple, Jog 

Maya temple, Nagar Kot temple, Dharmsala Bhai Dayal, Shawala Diwan Sawan Mal, 

were noteworthy.106 Totla Mai in Haram Gate, the present building of the temple, was 

constructed during Badan Hazari’s governorship. It is said that Multan, in the earlier 

days, was populated at this place. 

Hunglaj Pchham, Shastri Totla Gohar Multan 

Nagar Kot, Dukh Bhanjani teno Dev prohan. 

(Place of Shastri Devi is in West-ward in Hunglaj and the house of Totla Mai is in 

Multan and of Dukh Bhanjani in Nagar Kot.)107 

Temple Jog Maya, which was known as Thallah Jot Asthan, was rebuilt by the 

Diwan Sawan Mal. The present building of temple Ram Terath, which is situated 

towards the East and one mile away from Multan, was constructed by Ranjit Singh. He 

also constructed a pond here with the cost of 20000 rupees.108 Besides this, Diwan 

Sawan Mal constructed a pond in the building of Suraj Kund. He also constructed a 

pond and Samadhi of Budhlah Sant with the cost of 43000 rupees.109 

7.5. Social evils: 

Theoretically, women are accepted as a basic unit of society but there is another 

profile of a woman. She was considered to be fickle, fragile, sensuous, a temptress, 

folly, and regarded as the root of all evils. During the Sikh regime, she was considered 

inferior to men in Multan. Numerous people of Bede and Sodhi families indulged in 

superstitions, biases, and the caste system.110 The Brahminic impacts, emotional 

depravities, costly ceremonialism, violence, and individual betrayals became 

widespread. During that time, women were becoming the victims of social tyranny from 

their birth. Female infanticide, child marriage, sati, purdah, dowry, and practices of 

selling or exchanging women were accepted ethos of the society.111 A Sikh peasant, 

 
106 Raizada Terath Ram, op.cit., 14-15.  
107 Ibid., 36. 
108 Syed Muhammad Aulad Ali Gilani, op.cit., 220-21. 
109 Lala Bal Kishan Bitrah, Budhlah Sant (Multan: Victoria Press, 1917), 6. 
110 Man Singh Nirankari, (ed.) Baba Dayal Crusader of True Sikhism (Amritsar: Maan Singh Nirankari 

Publishers, 1997), 64. 
111 M.L. Ahluwalia, The freedom fighters of the Punjab (Bombay: Allied Publishers, 1965), 2. 
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who was away in service of the government and had no male member in the family, 

engaged his wife in the work of cultivation and care of domestic animals. She 

supervised the whole work and performed multifarious duties.112 At the social level, 

they were regarded as subordinate and inferior to men. They could not eat their meals 

in the presence of their husbands.113 

Female infanticide was highly practiced in the upper classes of the Hindus, the Sikhs, 

and the Muslims. Among the Sikhs, the Bedes were famous for killing their infant 

daughters without any hesitation. They killed their daughters either by poisoning, 

drowning, or giving an overdose of opium.114 Sometimes, a midwife choked the baby, 

or the mouth was stuffed with cow-dung, or the infant's head was immersed in cow's 

milk. Due to their extraordinarily high status, given to them by society, they found it 

difficult to draw husbands for their daughters and felt degrading to marry amongst 

inferior Biradari. To solve this problem, they started to kill their female children at 

birth.115 It was not considered illegal or criminal either by the state or society. It is said 

that in 1846-47, there were two thousand Bede families in Cis-Sutlej territories 

including Multan and Derajat who committed infanticide.116 According to the Census 

1868, the ratio of the Sikh gender was 57.26% males and 42.74% females during the 

Sikh regime. The main reason for this disproportion was female infanticide.117 

Besides this evil, mostly girls were sold in the villages and towns of Punjab. It 

is also said that in Multan, a Jat bought a widow along with her daughter for 600 rupees. 

He sold the daughter, who was in her teens, for 1200 rupees and got 300 rupees for the 

widow, and thus, he received the profit of 900 rupees. There was another widely spread 

practice of bartering the girls in many areas which were popularly known as Watta-

Satta.118 In those days a folk song was very popular of which interpretation is that: 

It said, oh my selfish father doesn’t sell a virgin. It is like the 

slaughtering of a cow. Why have you lost the wisdom to 

become a trader by selling me?119 

 
112 Bhagat Singh, The Punjab Past and Present, op.cit., 355. 
113 R.E. Parry, op.cit., 25. 
114 Mohinder Singh, History and Culture of Punjab (New Delhi: Atlantic Publishers and Distributors, 

1988), 238. 
115 Harjot Oberoi, The Construction of Religious Boundaries, Cultures, Identity and Diversity in the Sikh 

Tradition (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1997), 227-28. 
116 Bhagat Singh, Punjab Past and Present, op.cit., 358. 
117 Fauja Singh, Kuka Movement: An important Phase in Punjab’s Role in India’s Struggle for Freedom 

(Delhi: Kuka Research Centre, 1965), 12. 
118 Joginder Singh, A Short History of Namdhari Sikhs of Punjab (Amritsar: Guru Nanak Dev University, 

2010), 19-20. 
119 Surjit Kaur Jolly, op.cit., 89. 
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The practice of Sati120 was another social evil. The barbarous custom of burning 

was known as Sati.121 This custom prevailed among the superior Hindu families, 

especially in the Rajputs. They did not consider it as a curse but as a pride. In Sikhism, 

the custom of Sati was strongly denounced. Steinbach describes Sati in Punjab that: 

There exists no prohibition against the Suttee. In all the cases, 

they are understood to be willing victims, and much real or 

pretended dissuasion is exercised by the public functionaries 

and by friends and relations, to divert the miserable creature 

from her destructive intentions.122 

Guru Amar Das strongly condemned the custom of sati. He denounced the Sati 

in the following words. 

“Satian eh na akhiye jo Marian lag Jalen, 

Nanak Satian Janiya jo birhye chot maran”.123 

(Not these are true sati that perishes on their husband’s funeral pyres: said Nanak, those 

are true sati as pass life in noble conduct and content, serve their lord and rising each 

day, remember him) 

Usually, the Sikh women did not burn themselves with the corpse of their 

husbands.124 But sometimes, the Sikh ladies of upper strata followed it. Ranjit Singh’s 

four wives, Rani Guddan, Rani Hardevi, Rani Raj Kaur, and Rani Banali along with 

seven slave girls, decided to on his funeral pyre on June 28, 1839. Honigberger gives a 

detailed description that: 

The four Ranis, for the first time, came out of the zanana on 

foot and unveiled. They, while accompanying funeral 

palanquins, distributed their ornaments and jewels along with 

their seven slave girls. The royal body was respectfully placed 

in the middle of the pile. After that, the Ranis, according to their 

ranks, ascended the fatal ladder one by one and the slave girls 

followed them. The Ranis placed themselves on a thick mat of 

canes on the head of the Ranjit body and the slave close to its 

feet. Oil was poured over the mat, the ministers and Sardars 

descended and the pile was lighted at each corner. In a few 

moments, the deplorable victims of an abominable and 

fantastic ceremony had existed.125 

 
120 A custom of burning in which a widow, on the pyre of her husband, was burnt. 
121 H.A. Rose, A Glossary of the Tribes and Castes of the Punjab and North West Frontier Province 

(Patiala: Punjab Languages Department, 1970), 1:804. 
122 A.H. Bingley, History, Caste and Culture of Jats and Gujjar, op.cit., 84. 
123 Bhupinder Kaur, Status of women in Sikhism (Amritsar: S.G. Publishing Co., 2000), 106. 
124 Bhagat Sing, Punjab Past and Present, op.cit., 361. 
125 Lieut. Col. Steinbach, op.cit., 17-18. 
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At Kharak Singh’s death, out of his four widows, only Ishar Kaur along with 

her three slave girls became Sati. Two of Nau Nihal Singh’s widows became Sati.126 

With Raja Dhian Singh, fifteen queens performed Sati. Nevertheless, this practice was 

also observed in Multan and the Cis-Sutlej States until 1846. After the battle of 

Sobraon, the widow of Sardar Sham Singh Attariwala burnt herself with her husband’s 

clothes.127 It seems that Lahore Durbar was not against this practice but it was rare 

amongst the common people. The custom of Sati was not observed by the lower 

sections.  

A widow was an object of universal contempt and she neither deserved no 

sympathy. Among the upper classes, where the dearth of wives was no difficulty, the 

evil custom of widowhood was a deep-rooted phenomenon.128 Among the Hindus, 

except Rajputs, widowhood was compulsory. The widow was required to live a life of 

self-denial, self-sacrifice, and devotion to her husband’s memory and to dedicate herself 

to the service of the remaining family members. Widow Remarriage was strictly 

prohibited among the upper strata of the Hindus. It is also evident that the Khatri ladies 

disliked the idea of remarriage and they preferred to lead a hard life. Rajputs abstained 

from remarriage because of their purity of blood. They refused to marry their widows 

in lower families and preferred Sati.129 Among the Muslims, the Sikhs, and the lower 

Hindus, there was no religious tenet prohibiting widow remarriage. In Multan, widow 

remarriage was not a question of caste but status within the caste. Thus, the Jats always 

allowed widow remarriage. The Muslim widow remarried through the usual Nikah 

ceremony called Nikah Sani.130 The Jats and artisans, without any merrymaking and 

celebrations, practiced widow remarriage through the ceremony called Karewa (chadar 

pawna). The Jat Sikh stood first in widow remarriage. A Jat father addressed his widow 

daughter that: 

Come to my daughter and be married, if this husband dies, there 

are plenty more.131 

 
126 Chand Kaur made ladies, who were to burn alive, take bath washing their head and feet with perfume 

and other necessary things, decorated them with fine garments like velvet, bejeweled and plain ornaments 

added to them all the same and, making them ride in palanquins, brought them there. See, Lepel Henry 

Griffin, Ranjit Singh and the Sikh Barrier between our growing Empire and Central Asia, op.cit., 66. 
127 Khushwant Sing, Ranjit Singh: Maharaja of the Punjab (London: George Allen and Onwin Limited, 

1962), 59-60. 
128 Fauja Singh, Kuka Movement: An important Phase in Punjab’s Role in India’s Struggle for Freedom, 

op.cit., 12. 
129 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 127-28. 
130 G.S. Chhabra, Social and Economic History of the Punjab, 1849-1901 (New Delhi: Sterling 

Publishers, 1962), 94. 
131 Denzil Ibbotson, op.cit., 103. 
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The Karewa ceremony was not accompanied by any religious ritual. A white 

sheet was thrown over the widow’s head by a man which signifies his acceptance of 

her as his wife.132 It was optional for the widow to marry either Jeth (elder brother) or 

Dewar. The children of such marriage were regarded as legal heir.133 Maharaja Ranjit 

Singh himself married 7 to 9 widows through this practice.134 Prince Kharak Singh 

married a widow, Ishar Kaur, by this practice who became Sati on his death. Sher Singh 

also proposed to Chand Kaur, the widow of Kharak Singh, to marry him by Karewa but 

she denied it.135 Though the practice of Karewa and Nikah Sani prevailed in society, 

yet most of the women abhorred the idea of remarriage and preferred to maintain their 

fidelity after their husband’s death.136 

Among the Sikhs, the re-marriage of widows was not confined to the brother’s 

widow. On the death of her husband a Sikh widow, whose ideas of freedom were very 

different from other women, could marry again with the man of her choice if there was 

not a brother of her late husband. She married even a third husband which was known 

as Threewa.137  

Besides this, Polygamy was the privilege of some rich Muslims. The Quran 

permitted a Muslim to have four wives at a time but laid down the strict condition that 

men, who marry another wife, would treat all their wives equally.138 Polygamy was 

fairly common among the kings and nobles who often found it as a useful instrument 

in strengthening their political power by contracting matrimonial alliances. Ranjit 

Singh’s marriage with Mehtab Kaur was a political relationship to unite the two 

powerful Misls. This matrimonial alliance proved a ladder by which Ranjit Singh 

climbed to greatness. Kanwar Kharak Singh had four wives.139 It created domestic 

unhappiness and immorality because co-wives rivaled each other and used all devices 

 
132 In the Karewa ceremony the lavan was not performed. The both party’s heads touch, ties some part 

of their clothes together by a knot and placed a chadar over them both. See, Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and 

Times of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 392. 
133 Out of Karewa practices, the Threewa form of marriage came into practices. In this practice widow 

did not agree to marry her deceased husband’s brother and marry out of the Family. See, Lepel Henry 

Griffin, Ranjit Singh and the Sikh Barrier between our growing Empire and Central Asia, op.cit., 64. 
134 Rani Devi, Rattan Kaur, Diya Kaur, Chand Kaur, Mehtab Kaur, Saman Kaur and Gulab Kaur. 
135 Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and Times of Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 220. 
136 Bhagat Singh, Punjab Past and Present, op.cit., 360. 
137 Lepel Henry Griffin, The Law of Inheritance to Chiefships and Observed by the Sikhs Previous to the 

Annexation (Lahore: Punjab Printing Company Limited, 1860),59 
138 Zarina Bhatti, Status of Muslim Women and Social Change (New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House, 

1976), 103. 
139 Bikramajit Hasrat, Life and Times of Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 409. 
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to excel at one another. Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s wife Rani Raj Bunso committed 

suicide because he, in front of a slave girl, praised Moran.140 

Prostitution was regarded as a disgrace of social evil but was encouraged by the 

male members of society. Though the practice of monogamy ruled over the ordinary 

man, yet some of them were satisfied with second-rate women and girls called 

prostitutes. Prostitution was an urban institution and it seemed that they had a 

recognized place in the urban society and were not treated with contempt or prudery.141 

Broadly, prostitutes, according to their skill and talent, were graded as Tawaifs, nautch 

girls, special courtesans, and common prostitutes.142 Jacquemont has given a vivid and 

bold description of their physical appearance in these words: 

Prostitutes were fair enough and were of a deep whiteness with 

no more color in their cheeks than in the rest of their faces. 

They were all very small, with good features and breasts, but 

their arms were too thin, their thigh thinner still, and their legs 

so thin as to be unsightly, their eyes had an extra brightness 

from the custom of darkening the lower eye-lid with the 

preparation of antimony.143 

Only the kings, princes, Nazims, and ministers could afford them. The charges 

of a woman of common features and color, who had passed the meridian of life, were 

one rupee or even less. A pretty woman, in her twenties, charged from one to two 

rupees.144 The Harem of Ranjit Singh comprised forty-six women belonging to four 

categories. In the first category, they were nine in number whom he married in the 

orthodox Sikh manner. The second category also consisted of nine whom he married 

through Karewa practice because they were widows. Seven, who were courtesans, 

belonged to the third category. All these categories enjoyed the status of queens. The 

remaining, who consisted of courtesans, belonged to the fourth category.145 Ranjit 

Singh had a large number of dancing girls for his entertainment as well as for European 

visitors. They possessed enchanting beauty, sweet smiles, melodious voices, 

bewitching movements, and were fully trained in the art of seduction.146 Some of them 

enjoyed large Jagirs and pensions. Moran, a dancing girl, was given a revenue-free 
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grant in Pathan Kot. Even Ranjit Singh constructed a bridge, Pul Kanjari, in her name. 

She had a great influence over the Maharaja and money was coined the inscription of 

Mor in commemoration of the marriage.147 

The prostitutes had neither social status nor respect in society. They lived in 

separate areas. In Amritsar, bazaar-e-kanjran and bazaar-i-Mughlan were famous 

places for prostitutes.148 In Lahore, Hira Mundi was a famous and colorful area for 

them. Besides this Ranjit Sing, by following the Policy of Ghiyas-ud-Din Balban, 

established three Bazar-e-Husan in Multan, Tulamba, and Kahror Pacca. Balban, with 

the view that the bad deed of this class could not affect the lives of the nobility, 

populated some Bazar in separate and specific areas.149 Usually, their names carried the 

courteous suffixes of Begum or Banu, if they were the Muslims, and Bai, if they were 

Hindus. 

Slavery was very common among the women and nearly all the courtesans and 

their servants were slaves. In the zanana of General Ventura, the ladies were being 

guarded and attended by female slaves but were uncommon among the men.150 The 

highest families sold their slave girls when they considered them of little use or when 

they could strike a good bargain. The sale and purchase of girls and women were called 

Burdah Faroshi. They were called Kanjars. If a girl refused to become a harlot, she 

was chained in wooden fetters, thrown inside a dark cell, and left without water and 

food. For her obstinacy, she was put to death. During the Sikh rule, Lahore and Multan 

were the great centers of the slave trade.151 Prostitutes were also exported and imported. 

Punjabi women were exported to Sind where the paucity of females was very marked. 

In Punjab, they were carried from Himalayan areas. The purchasers of women were 

mainly Jats (Sikh and Hindu), Arora or Kirars, and, to a less degree, Kumboh and 

Khatris.152 Jacquemont has written that: 

All little Kashmiri girls, who promised to turn out pretty, were 

sold at eight years of age and were carried in Punjab and its 

territories. Their parents sell them from twenty to three hundred 

francs. General Ventura had fifty courtesans. Later he had 
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fallen in love with a Muhammadan dancing girl named Kaulan 

whom he refused to marry.153 

Hence in Multan, the position and condition of women, in conformity with the 

patriarchal framework, was very poor, yet, despite her many limitations, the authority 

of a woman in the household was very extensive. The woman of the lower classes had 

a substantial share in the economic pursuits of the domestic group. Her contribution to 

the household economy cannot be ignored. Even woman was given equal opportunities 

in religious as well as in social affairs. 

 
153 Hari Ram Gupta, History of the Sikhs: The Sikh Lion of Lahore Maharaja Ranjit Singh, op.cit., 5:565. 
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CONCLUSION 

In Punjab, a definite Sikh regime began when Ranjit Singh assumed control at 

Lahore in 1799. The significance of Multan emerged on the British Indian Government 

after the treaty of friendship with Ranjit Singh in 1809. In this treaty, they decided to 

exhort from any intervention with the Maharaja’s regions to the North of the Sutlej. 

Ranjit Singh, leaving his dream of Cis-Sutlej sovereignty, turned his devotion to the 

dismissal of the Afghans from the Southern districts such as Multan, Jhang, 

Muzaffargarh, and Derajat. Like any other ruler and as an astute political player, he 

used all available tools including religion to manufacture and consolidate power in his 

own hands which resulted in single-family rule in the form of dynastic colonialism. It 

neither remained a Sikh Khalsa Empire nor a Punjab Kingdom but also emerged as a 

Sukerchakia empire. His management contained all religions even European Christians. 

His military was updated on the European sphere by the French generals who had once 

worked with Napoleon. Contrasting Indian monarchs, who nominated the Brahmins as 

their minister, he employed Fakir Aziz-ud-Din as his prime minister. 

A welfare state is the result of the best economic system and the best economic 

system depends upon the superlative administrator. The tenure of Ranjit Singh and his 

governors is remarkable for instituting a well-defined administration and meticulous financial 

system. The policies of financial administration were systematically implemented under 

peculiar economic conditions. However, this achievement was the result of his Hindu financial 

administrators who helped him to implement these policies. These Hindus had great eligibility 

for their jobs as they were well versed and familiar with financial management. His financial 

system was very simple because there were no elaborate budget estimates prepared in advance. 

He was the center of the whole governmental system and was assisted by a Chief Minister, few 

Ministers, and many Diwans, Toshahkhania, and Munshis of different departments. The 

finances of the Sikh Kingdom were regulated on the principle of keeping the expenditure within 

the limits of revenue. If the revenue declined to owe to some unexpected circumstances, the 

expenses of the State were also shortened proportionately. There was no practice of meeting 

deficits through loans. The governmental setup of Ranjit Singh’s kingdom was classified into 

two types. First, the central government, which was under his direct control whilst others were 

under the autonomous Jagirdars who paid a fixed amount to the central government annually. 

He realized the requirement of a sturdy federal State with distinct political borders. He had an 

overriding Secretariat, a panel of ministers but no parliament. He was forced to bind his 

endeavors to the preservation of the administrative system rather than preemptive legislation. 



200 
 

During the Sikh kingdom, Multan was divided into many Pargnas that were 

supervised by Kardars. A Pargna was further divided into many Talukas. Multan was 

classified into twenty Talukas i.e., Luddan, Tibbi, Kahror, Nalah Sadr Wah, 

Bahadurpur, Kotli Aadil, Punjani, Ghazipur, Khanpur, Khai, Shahpur, Sikandarabad, 

Shujabad, Sardarpur, Sadaney, and Tulamba. The political and administrative system 

of Multan was under the control of Nazim or the Governor. At first, the administrator 

of the province was called Subedar but, later on, this designation was exchanged with 

the Nazim. Under the Nazim, there was a large number of Mutsaddi, Jagirdars, 

Ijaradar, and Kardars. Although Nazim of Multan was the autonomous ruler and 

administrator yet, all these provincial authorities were under the direct control of the 

Maharaja. The reason is that Multan was an important unit of the Punjab where policies 

were formulated and decoded into action throughout Punjab. Similarly, Mahkma 

Faujdari (Criminal department), which worked under Faujdar, was established to 

control the crimes while Mahkma Diwani was in the hands of Qazi and Mufti. For the 

revenue collection, several Patwari and Bukhshi were appointed. 

The people of Multan seemed to have earned their economic well-being under 

Sawan Mal’s rule. He made a settlement of land and introduced innovative reforms in 

the agricultural system in various Pargnas of Multan. Familiar with facing acrimonious 

obstruction from the Muslims in Punjab, he looked at Multani on an equal basis and 

circulated orders with a vision to check the appearance of the Muslim antagonism. 

Besides this, he restarted inherited stipends and the Jagirs, seized by several persons 

and families from the reign of the Mughal emperors, and devoted his consideration to 

collect the previous revenue. He also gathered massive revenue from Multan. In 1844 

after the death of Sawan Mal, Multan was thrown into confusion. 

The key source of income was land revenue thus the State improved it to 

increase the income of the State. During the reign of Ranjit Singh, the total revenue of 

his State was about 25000000, of which 17500000 was received by the farmers. In 

Multan, Government’s income from land revenue was almost 3898550 rupees in 1838, 

and 4500000 was in 1844. So, the average income of Multan was around 41 lakhs per year 

while, in the Mughal period, it was around 6000000 rupees. This was not because of the low 

revenue collection but the difference in the aggregate income was due to the lower rates of 

assessments or taxes. Besides this, agricultural taxes were made free of interest, proper 

weights were introduced and fake middlemen were punished. Under Sawan Mal, a large 

number of reforms were introduced to collect revenue for the Sikh State. He, along with 
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his son Mulraj, improved the land revenue system. During a brief period, he changed 

the entire appearance of the province. He was an extremely thoughtful and generous 

administrator. He took care of the income issues with estimable capacity. His 

Government was superior to anything that had continued it. Its exclusive obligation 

State was to collect the wealth for the Diwan because, without it, the province would 

not thrive and the revenue would not be paid. 

As per the system of revenue, Ranjit Singh did not familiarize a new system in 

Multan and the whole Punjab. The ancient Mughal structure was adopted with positive 

additions and modifications. He imposed many direct and indirect taxes on houses, land, 

exports, and imports to collect revenue. In the earlier period, the Batai system was popular 

in the greater part of Punjab, especially in Multan. Due to the satisfaction of not being 

the rise or fall of prices, the farmer liked it. The revenue collectors, at the end of each 

harvest, would go to the peasants and take the State share in kind. It was a massive 

system, so, in the later period, Ranjit Singh adopted two other systems, Kankut and 

Ijaradari of revenue. Under the Kankut system, the government officials used to 

estimate the gross produce of standing crops in the field. Under the Ijaradari system, 

the land, under assessment, was given on contract to the highest financier for 3-6 years. 

The Ijaradar was bound to submit a detailed report of the products and money collected 

from cultivators to Lahore Durbar. 

Sawan Mal was a big Ijaradar. Under his rule, the Ijardari framework was not 

restrained to lands. The measurement of Ijara was commonly close to accumulative 

income and profit. Sairat tax was given in Ijara to dependable authorities or residents 

of the State. It dealt with the income which had been gotten from taxes of salt mines, 

revenue from customs, and octroi charges. He acquainted numerous inventive 

procedures to boost finance. He sorted out a new revenue setup and, in keeping the way 

of yields grown, settled the levies on the land under cultivation. For the accumulation 

of revenue, Sawan Mal introduced four methods such as Jinsi or Batai, Naqadi-Jinsi, 

Zabti, and Qorari. 

For a better agrarian system, he familiarized land developments that privileged 

the Zamindars. He stimulated the Chakdars and Islanders to recover and enhance the 

land and sink Wells in the uncultured part of the land. Besides this, he built several 

Wells and perpetual canals because Multan was an important unit of the Punjab where 

policies were formulated at a higher level and then implemented on the entire province. 

The arrangement of land revenue worked on the premise of Governmental share either 
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in real money or sort of the gross products. He deputized numerous Kardars to gather 

the income tax. The Diwan, by offering good terms of evaluation to the people, endorsed the 

colonization of waste grounds that brought new lands under cultivation. A huge number of 

colonials were settled in Muzaffargarh and Jhang and provided them land and assurance. He 

also attempted to colonize the Leiah Thal and provided the people with good opportunities to 

manufacture Wells there. 

In agriculture, many reforms were introduced for the welfare of the peasant. He 

decided to boost them and guaranteed that if they cultivated any barren lands, they 

would not be expelled from there rather they would be considered as Adna Malik or 

Aala Malik. If a man had no money to assemble a Well or to purchase bulls, the State 

sharply provided him money to do so. The Hindus, who needed to invest cash in the 

land, were given uncultivated land to recover, and when it had been recovered the 

cultivators were bound to pay full yearly revenue. Pointless consumption on Jagirs and 

Muaafis was lessened to the bottom and, to yield the income tax, everything was 

properly utilized. 

The income tax was gathered twice per year after the acquiring of the two crops 

called the Rabi and the Khareef. The State portion, from the Rabi yield, was paid in 

Jeth-Har (May-June) and, for the Khareef, was paid during Katik-Maghar (October-

November). It would be, by and large, 25 bighas of wheat for the Rabi whilst 5 bighas 

of cotton and 15 bighas of Jawar for the Khareef. All additional farming was charged 

by a specific rate for every bigha. The earnings from the land tax of Suba Multan were 

2726300 rupees. Subsequently, the settled amount of the revenue of the region was 

dispatched to the Khazana-i-Umra at Lahore. Payments to Lahore were typically made 

by the method for Hundi. The dates of the installment were so settled that the cultivators 

could discover time to trade his goods or could advantageously obtain from the town 

Sahukar. 

It was only Sawan Mal who introduced Tirne and Poll Tax as significant sources 

of income. Tirne was a fodder tax while Poll Tax was imposed on Cattle. Diwan Sawan 

Mal gathered Tirne tax by various strategies. Tirne Dukan was a yearly charge of one 

rupee, paid by all artisans, not by the businessman. Tirne Shutaran, a poll tax on camels 

whose rate differed from Rs.1 to 2 yearly. It was received annually at the rate of 2 

rupees for females and one for a male camel. Similarly, Tirne Rasan was also a poll tax 

on female goats, buffalos, and sheep. One rupee got from buffalo and 60 paisa from a 

cow. Besides this, one sheep or goat was taken from the herd instead of cash. He first 
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took one goat and one camel from each herd yet after the registration of cattle settled it 

in money. All the groups of the people, excluding a few, were liable to a Poll Tax from 

one to two rupees monthly per head. But in 1846, it was boosted to 2.50 rupees to 3.50 

per month. By this method, he waged huge money to the State. There were also 

subsidiary sources of income such as Zar-e-Qazi (divorce and marriage tax and tax on 

the exchange of land rewarded to the Qazi), the wages from police, court and post office 

fees, fee from revenue administrators, tax on Harkaras, and the earnings from the 

offices of the Kotwal and the Qazi and praise for Jagirdars. 

Besides this, there were separate charges on meadows and plantations. There 

were many date palms and some other kinds of trees in Multan. A man who wishes for 

a Tahli tree was gratified to get an individual interview with Diwan to express his 

demand. If the cost of the tree, before cutting the leaves, was paid then the tree was 

given whilst leaves of Bair, Kekar, or Siris trees could be gotten from the Kardar at the 

cost of 8 annas to one rupee. Under Sawan Mal, the cost of revenue from date-palm 

trees expanded in Multan. He was the first who intervened in the matter of cutting the 

Shesham trees on the banks of canals. He banned that no one could cut them without a 

permit. Meadows were another fountain of income to the State and Kahcharai was 

acknowledged by the clients of such land. 

The Government asserted from one-third to one-sixth of all fishes caught in the 

ponds, rivers, and lakes too. Besides this, he charged various taxes (Mahsool) such as 

Melba, Dumbiri, Nazrana, Kadamkash, Shukrana, Chari, Nazar-mukaddami, Wazn-

Kashi, Muhasali, Jamabandi and Kharch, etc. These were gathered under different 

heads and fluctuated from 5 percent to 10 percent of the income. The ratio of revenue 

extended from 33 percent to 40 percent. Yet, 1/2 part of the Government was equivalent 

to almost 40 percent of the gross products and thus, the farmer already separated less 

than half of his products. Where the rate of the Government share was lofty, taxes were 

little whilst where the rate was short, taxes were several. Yet, this was uniformly valid 

for other territories. 

Similarly, Customs duties were imposed on each article even on vegetables and 

fuelwood. No discrimination was made amongst the rich and the poor as well as 

extravagance and need. Irrespective of their destination, uniform rates were imposed 

on all articles. In the light of any hypothesis, we can conclude that he beat everybody 

in the field of trade, commerce as well as agriculture, and revenue collection. He 

empowered colonization by providing land and protection to the people. Truly, he 
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changed the desolate zones into cultivated ones. His revenue enhancements relied on 

the standard of little taxes and excise duties on agricultural products. Similarly, when 

he took the charge, he kept power firmly determined in his own hands and granted a 

little power to his assistant officials. Thus, the Zamindars got ready to pay income 

promptly and his payments to Lahore were paid constantly and the measure of income 

presented by him was about 3898550 rupees. It is also a fact that Multan and its adjacent 

areas were famous for trade. 

To promote agriculture, Diwan Sawan Mal introduced a system of Yearly Canal 

Clearance that was implemented on the entire group of canal irrigators. He presented 

the Hasil Cher framework under which the canal clearance was started by the 

Government in the light of the installment of a specific rate. Moreover, where the region 

was minimal superior to a desert one and the cultivator relied on the artificial water 

system, the State attempted to sink Wells. Other than this, a Patta was given for a Well 

by settling its appraisal from 12 to 20 rupees concerning the nature of the crop. It is a 

reality that he encouraged the sinking and repair of Wells by providing positive leases. 

For the betterment of cultivation, he, to encourage the peaceful tribes of the Bar, urged 

to establish towns and settle them down forever. He permitted them to hold land at 

permissive appraisal and settled it at sixty-two rupees for each Well. He reduced the 

amount for new Wells and usually 1/2 or 1/4 of the money was granted for a period of 

ten to twenty years. In Jhang and Multan, the government, to recover the wasteland, 

dug new Wells at its own cost and received additional income. As a Governor, he 

showed a gigantic capability for diligent work and introduced incredible changes during 

a long rule. He was a shrewd, sincere, and tolerant man because these steps deceased 

all the shrewdest Sikh governors. He was a man of incredible Vigor and capacity, and 

the richness of Multan was mainly inferable from his management. In the provincial 

management, his commitment was exceptional. 

In the past, Feroz Shah Toghlaq made five canals of fluctuating lengths in 

Punjab. During the Mughal period, new canals were added while the use of Persian 

wheels became relatively common. Under the Maharaja’s regime, Multan and 

Muzaffargarh watched the production of a new canal by Sawan Mal. In West Punjab, 

the canal colonies, known as the Bars, were the cash bag of India because the area of 

5.5 million acres was established in Sargodha, Lyallpur, Multan, and Montgomery. For 

a better agrarian framework, there ought to be a decent irrigation system so that good 

harvests and better revenue could be got. Fundamentally, Multan is a productive 
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agricultural region with some natural assets, good soil, plenty of water, and diligent 

people. In usual times, its natural creation and physical position made irrigation easier 

and simpler. 

Lands taken by canals course were considered to be the property of the people 

of which grounds the canals passed. Sawan Mal prepared canals in the surroundings of 

Multan and motivated trade, business, and industry. He consolidated the population to 

excavate new and rehabilitate old canals. He ordered to dig up canals in the Multan 

region having a length of 300 miles which was covered by digging new and old canals. 

Multan was decorated with the following new and old canals by the Diwan. Diwanwah, 

an old neglected canal of 35 miles in length that irrigated Lodhran and Mailsi, was re-

disclosed by Mustafa Khan under the supervision of Sawan Mal. It was traversable for 

boats up to 40 miles from Multan. Correspondingly, Sardarwah, which was 38 miles 

in length and controllable for around 25 miles along the superhighway from Multan to 

Bahawalpur, watered Kahror. Muhammadwah, another 30 miles long canal, also 

irrigated Kahror. 

Similarly, The Bahawalwah, whose length was 30 miles, irrigated Mailsi and 

Kahror. It was traversable for around 15 miles from its mouth. Sultanwah, having a 

length of 25 miles, was a part of the Bahawalwah which watered Mailsi and Kahror, 

and was controllable for around 3 miles. Qabilwah, which watered Mailsi and Kahror, 

was 20 miles in length and navigable for 3 miles. Jamwah, having a length of 30 miles, 

inundated Mailsi and was controllable for 8 miles from its opening at Niyamat Ali. 

Some different canals, Jamwah and Qutubwah of 30 miles in length, also irrigated 

Mailsi and were traversable for around 10 miles. Wali Muhammad canal, having a 

length of 30 miles, inundated Multan and its surroundings, and was controllable from 

Suraj Kund. Similarly, Shahpur and Doorana canals, which were 12 and 10 miles in 

length respectively, irrigated Multan and Setalmari. Sikandar Wah, another imperative 

canal having a length of 30 miles, inundated Multan and its rural areas and was 

traversable for 15 miles. The Gujhala and Bakhatwah canals, having a length of 12 

miles each, watered Shujabad and were partially traversable for around 8 miles. 

Similarly, the Dhundhu canal, which was 16 miles in length and controllable for around 

8 miles, irrigated Shujabad too. 

In the previous periods, the Jagirdari system had been utilized in which the 

entire land was considered the property of the Governor of Multan. These lands were 

given as Jagir illegally and irregularly. Sawan Mal, with the instruction of Ranjit Singh, 
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introduced a land tenure system and made a common resumption, and expelled the 

owners of awarded land. Furthermore, the Khalsa lands were specified only for 

farming. The Khalsa lands, which adjacent to the city, were called Sir-Kashti whilst the 

remaining were named Pai-Kashti. When the crop had been harvested, a partition took 

place between the Government and the agriculturalist. This was an equivalent partition 

and the Government had promoted its demands until 7/8 of the Sir-Kashti and 3/4 of 

the Pai-Kashti crop. The straw had been considered the owner of the farmer and it was 

not feasible for anyone to bribe or bargain a share of his products. The farmers of 

Multan could be in a dangerous and gloominess state if the claim of the Government 

was not adequate, so this evil was intensified by the method adopted in setting the 

government share. After paying the government share, the product was dispatched to 

the bazaar at a high rate and no one was permitted to compel the farmer to sell it at a 

lower price. 

Next to land revenue, the biggest source of earnings was the stamp duty. It was imposed 

on silk and cotton products before taken out of the factory. Generally, the stamp duty of each 

product was one rupee which was charged for the first time. During the Bhangi Misl rule, almost 

seventeen kinds of taxes were imposed. Some of them were the Choolha tax (more than one 

hearth in a house), Shadi tax, Padaish tax, and Dharat. Custom duties were imposed on all 

outgoing and incoming supplies. It is said that Multan was on top with more than 40 customs 

check posts in 1834, and the number was elevated up to more than 50 within three years. These 

check posts situated on the central trade courses and called Guzarat. The method of gathering 

taxes was controlled by Ain-e-Guzarat. Under this head, data about receipts was not obtainable. 

Different items, Bhang, Charas, Wine, and Tobacco, were enforced excise taxes which was 

known as Abkari. The amount received by this source was not significant. 

Despite all the above facts, it is also true that Sawan Mal’s revenue setup was unstable 

whether the yield was decent or sufficiently awful, it was leftover to the farmer to live upon. 

During natural catastrophes such as starvation or shortage in products, he was compassionate 

towards the cultivators. His assessment procedure was balanced on consummate information. 

He, keeping validated conditions in mind, started it with a low rate, and steadily raised it. Under 

his governorship, a lot of people collaborated with the cultivators because they were guaranteed 

the protection of their lands. It was a fragment of the good administration that provides 

privileges to all the people. 

Under the system of government, in which the notion of the parting of powers 

was absent, none would guess to find examples of the breakdown of justice. Still, the 

exploitation of authority, on the part of the native administrators, was restricted by 
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abundant deliberations. For example, the term of the judicial officer is based on his 

righteousness and well attitude. The judicial procedure, in criminal and civil cases, was 

not costly and dilatory and this quality was so delightful to the subjects. Nevertheless, 

the greater excellence of the setup lays in its easiness and in the absence of those legal 

technicalities and intricacies, which would have affected the track of justice with 

unescapable complications. Sawan Mal dedicated his entire energies to the betterment 

of his State. The outcomes obtained by absolute force in the defense of the law-and-

order situation are temporary. It is merely a procedure of stable relationships that can 

create balanced outcomes, yet such a network is not possible without the support of a 

sound justice administration. 

Law and order situation is the backbone for prosperity, and any society cannot 

flourish without it. It is only possible by a strong and independent judicial system 

because it is the most essential part for a welfare State to maintain a law and order 

situation. To know its importance, Sawan Mal turned his consideration to launch the 

law-and-order situation. He chose Diya Ram and allotted him the mission of restricting 

robberies and burglaries. He instantly assaulted Baku Langrial, a notorious opportunist, 

of Tulumba and assassinated him. Different looters and thieves were harshly chastised. 

He held his Durbar consistently and dispensed equity to all with no segregation of cast 

and ideology. He used to get composed petitions which he either discarded or gave to 

the Kardars for clearance. He regulated equity to channelize all his dynamism to the 

modification of his control and its compensation. His justice was eminent for his 

fairness. A peasant once charged that his product had been destroyed by an aristocrat's 

horse. Sawan Mal terminated the aristocrat and ordered him to compensate. Similarly, 

once Ram Das, his son, was found to be blameworthy, he was detained for a few days. 

The Sikh's judicial setup was precise, unpolished, and simple, yet, in real 

practice, it was extremely suited in the political and social atmosphere of the population. 

During the Afghan rule in Multan, the judicial system was quicker than the Sikhs. Death 

punishment was an endless event even in a minor crime, and criminals were hanged on 

the branches of the trees. But under the Sikh rule, the form of punishment was little 

imprisonment so, the frequent practice of mutilation by the Afghans rarely resorted. 

Capital chastisement only resulted in the case of killing and to some extent theft. Cattle 

thieves were constantly executed. If one killed a cow he was punished to decease. They 

were hanged and no request and appeal was allowed. On one occasion, a nearby 

celebrity begged for the life of a looter. Sawan Mal ordered that the criminal must be 
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hanged before that man's door. Similarly, a pledger’s property was auctioned and the 

officer was found indulging in an illicit bribe then he was profoundly fined by him. The 

people looked satisfied with the justice and accepted that only one awkward person in 

every 20 was hanged due to their criminalities.  

To stop sex offenses, Sawan Mal issued firm commands in 1836 under which 

the guardians were bound to marry their daughters at the early age of maturity otherwise 

it would be considered extreme disobedience and they would be punished. If any person 

is not in a position to marry his young daughters then the State officers were instructed 

to take necessary measures for the marriages of adult young girls and not to leave this 

matter in the hands of their parentages. If a Sikh assassinated a Muslim, a fine of 16-20 

rupees was imposed by the government of which two rupees were given to the deceased 

family. Similarly, on the assassination of a Hindu by a Sikh, four rupees were funded 

to his family. The Sikh rulers were respected by the people because their punishments 

were in the shape of minor penalties. The people seemed content with the justice dealt 

out to them. 

Besides this, the judicial system was also a source of income for the government 

of Multan. For the judge, a handsome penalty was ensured by the defendant and 

plaintiff. Parties to the suit (winner and loser) had to pay money to the judge in the form 

of Nazrana or Jurmana respectively. Owing to the extravagant delay, the plaintiff had 

to pay Taihkhana to the judge in return for the wastage of his time. If a person would 

submit any application against his Sikh owner for compensation of his property, he was 

asked to pay the judge a massive price for his verdict to recover his lost property. After 

the recovery of the stolen property, the owner had to pay one-fourth of the property as 

Shukrana to the judge. Sometimes, in the case of robbery, the entire village had to 

compensate for the loss and pay one-fourth to the government too. In civil cases, if the 

plaintiff could not prove the blame against the defendant then he had to pay a specific 

fine from the perspective of the wastage of the judge’s time. Besides this, a peculiar 

cost was received as Muhrana for putting a royal stamp on legal documents. Several 

European authors have appreciated this judicial system, though it had some drawbacks, 

yet it was quite right as per the nature of the people. He is considered as a viable and 

dynamic who did marvelous work in the field of legal courts. 

Although the Sikhs were solid and rough by nature yet they were not so brutal 

and enlightened masters. I never opined that the Sikh rule was much benevolent but it 

was better than the Pathans because the Hindus and Muhammadans considered their 
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rule far better than the Afghans. The Sikh regime was a landmark in the history of 

Multan because it was considered a secular State. After six long centuries of Muslim 

rule, it passed into the hands of the Sikhs and Hindus in 1818. Being secular-minded, 

they not only closed the doors of the mosques for the Muslims but also committed 

enormous rape and killing of Muslim women. Free religious gatherings and 

independent worship were banned for security reasons. For example, Sawan Mal’s first 

action was to establish a court in the mosque Wali Muhammad Khan and placed a 

Granth Sahib in it. Consequently, this mosque was locked to the Muslim community so 

that the Muslim leaders and their supporters could be kept away from conspiracy 

against the Sikhs’ rule. It happened during the early few years but later on, they granted 

fundamental rights to every person and treated them equally. 

Education is the basic right of the masses which played a vital role in the 

economy of a State. During the Sikh rule, the system of education was traditional but 

only some formal institutions were established for the education of boys and girls. Land 

grants and stipends were provided to the educational institutions and their management. 

It is said that the educational standard was raised in Punjab after the arrival of the 

British, yet it is completely wrong. East India Company discovered that education in 

Punjab, including Multan, was far superior to that education which the British had 

introduced. For the Muslims, the Hindu and the Sikhs, specialized schools for language, 

technical training, logic, and mathematics existed. Besides this, craft schools in 

miniature painting, drafting, sketching, calligraphy, and architecture had also been set 

up in Multan and Punjab. 

It has also concluded that the Sikh Empire was years ahead in education than 

the so-called Europeans. In every village in Ranjit’s Punjab, the Punjabi 'Qaida' had 

supplied through Kardars which was necessary for females. Thus, the literacy rate in 

women was 100 percent because every woman was literate in the sense that she could 

read and write. At that time, the overall literacy rate in Punjab, including Multan and 

its surroundings, was more than 80 percent. After the Multan revolt, the British felt that 

if the educational system in Punjab was not demolished then it will dominate over the 

British. To overcome this, a thoughtful operation to burn all those 'Qaida' was planned. 

The medium of education was Hindi, Arabic, Persian, Punjabi, Gurumukhi, and 

Urdu. A large number of indigenous schools exited the province. Schools were opened 

from 7 A.M. and closed at noontime. A class was not allowed to surpass 50 pupils. If 

any report came forward, the Nazim would send soldiers to capture the teacher who was 
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committed to destroying the future of the children. Can we ever visualize such love and 

care today? But after the annexation, their number had been decreased with the advance 

of Government schools. They were a relic of an ancient village system and the teacher, 

instead of cash, was paid a certain proportion of Jins from cultivated land. These 

indigenous schools were of various descriptions and the course differed from each 

other. Exclusively, until the arrival of the British, the education system in the Punjab 

and Multan had been religion-based. 

Ranjit Singh was also a philanthropist so he continued patronage on every sphere of 

life and every field. He also instructed his provincial governors to support needy people and 

institutions. During the Sikh rule in Multan, three types of social classes existed Multan. The 

upper class, irrespective of religion, consisted of the Sikh Sardars and some families of Khatris 

and Rajputs. These Khatris and Rajputs formed the middle class while the lower class consisted 

of the peasantry, the skilled as well as unskilled laborers and entertainers. The causes of the 

huge difference between the population of Multan city and its countryside areas were quite 

obvious. The Hindu holy men, who visited the holy shrines, were provided free ration and cash 

advances by the State as journey expenses. Similarly, the restriction on Sati, banned by the 

Muslim rulers, was lifted. There is no doubt about the high standard of life of all the classes. 

During this period, when the medieval age was bidding farewell, the Sikh 

administrators left behind the old superstitions. People, with feelings of old slavery, 

isolation, and inferiority complex, came closer to the modern world and were attracted 

to the outside visitors and businessmen. The public had been provided basic rights like 

freedom of movement, opening a large avenue of employment, recognition of talent 

and merit, end of religious persecution and economic exploitation, trade, and provision 

of necessities of life. Indeed, under the secular despotic Sikh rule, their predictions 

appeared quite positive and encouraging.  They were the first to bring law and order 

and sometimes even minor irrigation facilities in Multan. 

From all this, it emerges that an object, a cause, and a result are ingredients of a 

campaign to establish a strong kingdom. A nation may fight one or several campaigns 

to win or lose a war. War means fighting between two nations and since campaigns are 

one facet of it, similarly diplomacy is another. Thus, war and diplomacy are the two 

means available for any nation to achieve its objectives and aims. When diplomacy 

fails, a nation either modifies its objectives or goes to war. Diplomacy is the 

management of relations between countries. It will not be wrong to say that 

management of relations between two nation’s demands that each achieves its objective 
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by diplomacy, failing which it should be prepared for war. Thus, any study of the 

military campaigns of Ranjit Singh and under his successors will not be completed, if 

not preceded by a study of the diplomacy that either avoided war or caused it. His rule, 

by all morals, was impartial, humanitarian, and lenient towards all societies. He 

certainly did not found it essential to punish even a single individual to decease, not 

even those who bid to assassinate him. With his demise, the Sikh kingdom began to 

collapse in the social and political sphere. At the top of the executive setup, there were 

no dedicated Sikhs to save it from the intrigues of the Dogras and the British. It 

provided a unique occasion for the cunning and judicious British to enter intrigues with 

conspirators which they could not do in Ranjit Singh’s life. His sons were eliminated 

one after the other with the help of the Dogras (Brahmins). 

Some present historians opine that Ranjit Singh was a brutal despot, in all three 

estates, Legislature, Executive, and Judiciary. By nature, he was not sound liable 

towards authoritarianism. He competently merged several trivial principalities into a 

realm. Unlike Akbar, he did not develop a perpetual secretarial system to sustain his 

act. He could not introduce an appropriate structure to amalgamate and harmonize the 

working of dispersed provinces. He, being engaged in military missions, could not 

attend to the executive feature for the constancy of his kingdom and did launch some 

feasible approaches of governance to the political and social milieu of his people. His 

civil government shall seem ambiguous, unpolished, unsystematic, or repressive, yet it 

assisted to alleviate the ills of the later primitive period and endorse the prosperity of 

his masses. His government may be called a modified military autocracy based. He, 

irrespective of faith or class, picked his ministers, governors, and councilors of 

confirmed trustworthiness and commitment. As per civil services, there was neither 

central or imperial nor provincial service. The prerequisite number of officers was hired 

by the State at the center as well as in the provinces. 

He was realistic for those improvements which were away from immoderate 

minds. We find despotism without rigors, a dictator deprived of meanness, and an 

administrative system far away from the local institutes of the East. His governmental 

system may be designated as a blend of unpolished and highly asymmetrical practices 

like the regime of the Sikh Misls. In his kingdom, it was not a small act to unite the 

regions and their people and save them from repressive events of the ruling class. To 

rescue the people of Multan by endowments and reduction of revenue, who were below 

the poverty line, was an admirable step. Lapses are found all over the world under any 
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format but we have to read the activities of his administrators and governors in the 

background of the political environment of the primitive age of the Mughals or the 

Pathan. 

The Sikhs ruled in Multan for thirty-one years but they were preoccupied with 

military expeditions so, they could not devote themselves to ameliorate the ruthless 

condition of the people. With the demise of Ranjit Singh, there was desolate rebellion 

all over the Punjab, and Lahore Durbar was in a seizure. The Dogra family played a 

crucial part in bringing the Sikh Empire to its demise and was responsible for the death 

and murder of many of the bravest Sikhs. They were Brahman Hindus who served in 

Ranjit Singh’s empire. However, it was during the rule of Maharaja Ranjit Singh that 

we first see the evil nature of Dhian Dogra when Hari Singh, during the campaign of 

Peshawar and Khyber Pass, write a letter to the Maharaja for help but Dhian Singh did 

not talk about it to Ranjit Singh. Perhaps, there are no characters more repulsive than 

the Dogra brothers in the history of Punjab. These men tore apart the Sikh Kingdom 

from the inside if they do not do so then the Sikh Raj may still have been intact. They 

were responsible for the fall of the Sikh Raj because this kingdom could not be defeated 

with the strength of armed forces but through betrayal. Besides this, Sikhism is a 

religion that flourishes on oppression. But religious tolerance and freedom, which 

harmonized with the sovereignty of the Maharaja, led to the decay of the Khalsa and a 

distorting of the Hindu-Sikh differences. These produced little worry until Punjab 

became the section of the Christian movement. 

It can be easily observed that only Ranjit Singh’s successors were not 

responsible for the decline of the Sikh kingdom but he, to some extent, was also 

responsible. If he had not transported the Dogras and the Brahmins in government 

matters and given the civil management into the hands of the skilled and faithful Sikh 

Sardars then could be escaped from this catastrophe. The consequences of these 

blunders were proved catastrophic for the Sikhs. Similarly, he had no rationalization 

for exiling the chiefs of the confederacies from the management of the Sikh state. 

Moreover, he had not enforced his dynastic rule but favored such an autonomous 

structure that was liked in the Sikh ideology. So, it caused the downfall of the Sikh 

Empire. The autonomous Sikh dynasty was the outcome of the continued Sikh struggle 

for sovereignty and liberty. Its first phase was the rule of the Sikh confederacy by 

ejecting the Mughals and the Afghans. After merging all confederacies into one 

consolidated Sikh State, the chiefs of these confederacies should have been retained on 
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the key posts. In such a way, it was possible to make it democratic instead of a 

monarchic State. The calamity of Ranjit Singh, to embrace such a technique to defend 

the Sikh state from disloyalty and intrigue, also makes him responsible for the quick 

demise of the Sikh state. 

Similarly, the British began casting their jealous eyes on Multan and they began 

to probe in Multan and its neighboring regions. Diwan Mulraj was also compelled by 

the British Government to submit extra revenue to Lahore Durbar by keeping away the 

agreement of the settled amount. As a result, he would have to rebel against Lahore 

Durbar. Thus, the second Anglo-Sikh war was fought and consequently, Multan, as 

well as the whole Punjab, was seized and then annexed with the British. Although he 

was also a capable and courageous governor who not only maintained the prosperity 

but also issued gold coinage and delivered them to the troops so that they could show 

loyalty and bravery against the British, yet, due to increasing British interference and 

intrigue in Multan, he had felt turbulence amongst the Sikh soldiers and the British. But 

due to the critical condition in Lahore and the multi-colored changes in the 

administration, he was not in a position to keep an effective control over Multan. So, 

he decided to revolt and he, in the history of Multan, was the first governor who revolted 

against the British and Lahore Durbar. It is a historical fact that the East India Company 

could give a tough time to Sikh forces but it never tried to annex Punjab during the life 

of Ranjit Singh. 

The badness or goodness of a particular administrative pattern is indeed a 

mathematical relationship of inputs to outputs. Unlike the administrative approach, 

which strained what public administration should be, the political approach was 

established from an analysis of superficial empirical reality. The reason is that it does 

not depersonalize the individual by rotating process but rather classifies the individual’s 

benefits within the same category or group. It is also right that the personalities exist 

but it is conceptualized in collective term and the law, which fixes the organization and 

controls the capability of the authorities, implement the law and specifies to the 

individual remedies for the destruction of his rights. A system of check and balance 

also serves as a check on popular political passions. This can enable a political minority 

to protect itself from a majority passion. Separation of powers stops the accumulation 

of all supremacies, legislative, executive, and judiciary, in individual hands otherwise 

it militates against efficiency, managerial effectiveness, economy, responsiveness, 

representativeness, and political accountability. Though to some extent, Ranjit Singh 



214 
 

and his successors acted upon this theory yet they failed to enforce it completely. If 

they do so then the history of Punjab and the Sikh nation could be quite different. 

The Sikh rule in Multan was the amalgamation of merits and demerits in every 

sphere of life which have been analyzed separately. On behalf of Ranjit Singh’s 

policies, reforms, and strategies in various fields, it can be suggested that they have far-

reaching impacts on the present political and economic system of any State. These can 

partially be proved useful to become a welfare State in the future. So, it is recommended 

that any society and State of present-day can become prosperous and welfare by 

adopting positive measures taken by the Sikh State in the perspective of the judiciary, 

education, economy, religious freedom and tolerance, transparency, law-and-order 

situation, philanthropy, military strategies, and diplomatic approach. 
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