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ABSTRACT 

This study intends to analyze national identity construction in Pakistani print 

media after 9/11. A review of literature indicates that the past research has mostly focused 

on framing image of Pakistan in international media that guides to explore how Pakistani 

indigenous media frames our national identity. Framing theory and social identity theory 

have been utilized to ascertain the role of Pakistani media in framing national identity. 

This study adopted mixed methods approach. It employed quantitative and qualitative 

content analysis of Pakistani leading daily English and Urdu newspapers including The 

News, Dawn, Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt from 2001-2015. Semiotic analysis of 

selected pictures and discourse analysis of selected news items were also conducted. The 

sample was drawn following systematic sampling. The unit of analysis were news stories 

and published pictures. Results from quantitative and qualitative content analysis of news 

stories indicated that Pakistani English and Urdu press framed positive identity of 

Pakistan. Analysis of the pictures revealed that positive frames were employed more than 

negative frames to depict Pakistan and its people. On the other side, discourse analysis 

revealed that Pakistani press constructed a positive self that is strong, cooperative, 

confident, peace-loving, and sovereign while presented India, USA, and Afghanistan as 

negative other in the news stories. Pakistani press also self-othered the terrorists and 

constructed Pakistani self as a victim of terrorism not terrorists. This finding documents 

the perspective of self-othering to be added to the application of social identity theory. 

Keywords: Banal nationalism, Discourse analysis, Framing, National identity, 

Negative-other representation, Positive Self-representation, Self-othering, Semiotics 
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CHAPTER 1 

  INTRODUCTION 

This study analyzes national identity construction by Pakistani media from two 

approaches adapted from Wodak‘s framework of analyzing discourses about nations and 

national identity construction (2004). Firstly, representation of Pakistan in indigenous 

media by emphasizing national characteristics following the concept of positive self-

representation. Secondly by looking at how Pakistan is represented in relation to ―other‖ 

countries. This study is based on the premise that mass media have been a key player in 

national identity construction that is a deliberate and persistent activity of nation-states to 

achieve harmony, integration, unity, continuity, and production of a collective perception 

of the people who live within a nation-state. 

The concept of identity has been used by different psychologists, political 

scientists, sociologists, philosophers and anthropologists in different ways. For 

psychologists, identity is described as ‗self-image‘, ‗self-esteem‘ or uniqueness to view 

her/his self as a person and in relation to other people, ideas and nature. Erik Erikson was 

the earliest psychologist to discuss this notion of self-identity and the process by which 

identity is constructed. The ―Me‖ and genuine content of representations constitutes this 

‗self-concept‘. This multi-layered concept of identity incorporates universal, ethnic/racial, 

linguistic, individual, cultural, religious, social dimensions identity and so on. This study 

focuses on the national identity.  

National identity is considered more than a taken for granted inner psychological 

concept of ‗self‘. Rather it is a form of life daily lived by the members of a nation state 

(Skey, 2009; Billig, 1995). Despite numerous debates concerning the notion of national 

identity it remains genuine, self-evident and inescapable concept however, enduring, 



2 

 

changing, fluid, and layered. Identity is derived from equivalence and difference. 

Inclusion lies in equivalence that enunciates the ‗good‘ self and difference is created 

through exclusion that comes from difference of ‗good‘ self from the ‗other‘. 

(Vanderhaeghen, 2014) 

The concept of national identity most commonly refers to a sense of belonging 

and identification with the country. National identity differentiates one nation from the 

other on the basis of common history, common ideology, common language, common 

territory, common past, common aspirations, common culture, common national 

characteristics, and common descent. Hutcheson (2004: 28) defines national identity as ―a 

constructed national self-image based on membership of a political community, history, 

symbols, language, and cultural norms held by members of a nation.‖ It draws on a 

common history and established national symbols to which all members of a nation can 

relate to and identify themselves with. 

National identity encompasses the process of posing two illusive questions: ―Who 

are we? Where do we belong to?‖ The answers are important at the level of discourse that 

help people to ―imagine‖ their standing and place in the community of nations (Anderson, 

2006: 6). The first approach adopted in this research stems from contemporary notion of 

nation-states that how they identify shared aims that keep the population of one country 

united and together through mass media representations.  

On the other hand, national identity has also been described as a collective identity 

at the level of a nation-state that concurrently holds essentials of internal sameness and 

external differences between themselves and other states (Anderson, 1983 cited in 

Weimer, 2013: 4). The second approach seeks to understand how Pakistani media define 

Pakistan‘s national identity in relation to the dominating, threatening and rival external 
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others including India, Afghanistan and USA, as Prieler (2010) opines that ―identity is not 

only constructed based on national characteristics, but also on difference from “Others‖ 

(pp. 521). It emphasizes negative ―other-representation‖ in comparison to these three 

countries on the issues of foreign relations and terrorism especially after 9/11.  Kevin Coe 

& Neuman (2011) highlighted in their study on American identity construction how U.S. 

foreign policy rhetoric constructs an evil ‗other‘ to positively portray themselves.  

Sinisa Malesevic says that emotional expression of national identity can be 

evoked by images of national army fighting to defend his country against enemies, young 

children celebrating a national day, a poet composing and performing an requiem to 

celebrate a specific national event or tragedy, or a politician unveiling a statuette of 

national significance or hero. These appealing images preserve, maintain and strengthen 

‗national identities‘. (2011: 1) 

According to constructionist perspective, media are involved in an intricate 

processes of representation and construction of meaning by informing the ways in which 

we visualize and understand the world (Cerulo, 1997). Kathryn Woodward (cited in 

O‘Shaughnessy, 2002) stresses the role of media, images and language in contribution to 

our identities. The author considers the process of representation as a cultural progression 

that accentuates construction of identities at individual and collective level. The 

proponents of cultural Studies‘ approach claim that the social structures and discourses 

also help construction of identities. 

Benedict Anderson (2006: 6) argues that the ―nation is an ‗imagined political 

community‘. It is imagined because the members of even the smallest nations will never 

know most of their fellow members, meet them or even hear them, yet in the minds of 

each lives the image of their communion.‖ The growth of print media in the world for 
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instance novels and newspapers played a substantial role in making the nation as a center 

of ‗identity‘. Thus, Anderson offered two understandings: the nation is a construct and the 

media play a significant role in its construction. James Curran (2002) emphasized the 

most significant role of print-based media that supported and portrayed the image of 

Britain as a freedom-loving, statutory, Protestant nation in comparison to the tyrannical 

Catholic nations of Europe. 

The researcher contends that processes of mediation and framing are also 

significant in the identity construction. As Reyner also describes the process of mediation 

as mainly responsible for construction of meaningful messages and re-presenting ideas 

and events from outside world. Media cautiously select, arrange, and represent texts in the 

process of mediation. Despite their claim of representing reality it is not the reality itself. 

(2001: 65)  

Framing provides both a theoretical perspective as well as methodological 

approach to explore media construction of national identity. Framing constitutes one of 

the important factors affecting the social construction of reality in news media. Frames 

work as cognitive schemata used to simplify, prioritize and structure the narrative flow of 

event in the news writings.  

While analyzing national identity construction of Pakistan it is pertinent to notice 

that Muslim world and Pakistan have gained increased media attention after 9/11 incident 

(Siraj, 2006). Pakistani identity construction has also gained particular attention since the 

incident of September 11. (Stover, 2015; Saleem, 2007; Kanwal, 2015; Mansoor, 2012) 

However, it is alarming that mostly this attention is given in a negative framework 

creating misunderstandings about the country (Siraj, 2006).  
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Rusciano (2003: 361) proposed that ―construction of national identity derives 

from a negotiation between a nation's Selbstbild (nation's national consciousness) and 

Frembild (nation's perceived international image in world opinion).‖ It means that 

Pakistani national identity construction is a combination of Pakistani‘s consciousness of 

national characteristics as well as the perceived international image of Pakistan in the 

world. For national consciousness and building an international image, both indigenous 

and foreign media play a pivotal role. 

McKay also asserts that Pakistan is a greatly misunderstood country. Rarely is 

there a positive story and the perception of Pakistan remains of a very dangerous country. 

Friends overseas, the ones who have never visited Pakistan, are constantly concerned and 

probably visualize and believe that people in Pakistan spend their lives avoiding bombs, 

the Taliban are at their doorstep, that anyone could be kidnapped at any moment, and live 

a hard life in a very scary place. All these dramatic perceptions are mostly guided and 

reinforced by what they read and watch in the media. (2016) 

A country‘s positive or negative image in the media can influence public attitudes 

toward that country. O‘Donnel (2013) concluded that U.S. news coverage of foreign 

nations was able to influence perceptions of other nations, and valence (positive or 

negative) in news reports had an influence on evaluations of the countries. An increased 

negative coverage of a nation resulted in more negative attitudes toward the country. 

A dominant framing technique used by the media in the case of Muslim 

Americans was the sensationalization of local stories, which were picked up by the 

national media and overplayed. The vast majority of stories about Muslim Americans 

involve stereotyping, mistreatment, or anger toward Islam and never portray the positive 
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side of the religion, such as its cultural practices, good works in the community. (Zhang 

& Meadow, 2012) 

The researcher contends that the kinds of frames used to represent Pakistan affect 

the public and world opinion about our identity as well as our national image and 

standing in international community. Therefore, it is pertinent to explore how media 

frame Pakistani identity? What knowledge is produced about them in the Pakistani print 

media? What are its implications for people since it helps in shaping the perceptions of 

audience at national as well as international level of what kind of people Pakistanis are.  

Heavily surrounded by all the negative images and perceptions prompted by 

international media, Pakistani media owe a greater responsibility to counter them and 

construct the positive-self and national identity of Pakistan. The researcher has selected 

Pakistani indigenous newspapers to assess their role in construction of national identity in 

the context of serving the national interest, promoting national integration and national 

unity. 

1.1 Rationale 

This research argues that media does have a role in the construction of a national 

identity and that usually is in line with national interest. In case of Pakistan as there are so 

many apprehensions there is a need to study what role is Pakistani media itself playing in 

the construction of its own national identity. Therefore, it is needed to analyze whether 

media construction of national identity is in line with national interest or not? Identity is a 

vital constituent of individual and national life everywhere in the world. For the present 

study, preservation and promotion of national identity is conceptualized as a national 

interest. Mass media just as another social institution owe this foremost responsibility to 

serve this national interest to maintain the individuality, integrity, solidity and sovereignty 



7 

 

of Pakistan. A country can survive and thrive in the community of nations with their 

unique identity, positive image, and respectful stature that is promoted by the national 

media. Ying Fan and Akram Shahani (2016) in their study about the country image of 

Pakistan found that there was little affirmative image of Pakistan among Pakistani 

nationals as well as people from foreign countries. Mostly Pakistani‘s self-perception was 

negative and foreigners lack knowledge about Pakistan and the media have been the 

primary source of information filled with negative information about Pakistan. Present 

research is indispensable in order to analyze how substantial role Pakistani indigenous 

media play to fill this gap and to construct positive identity of Pakistan while facing 

adversaries from foreign media depicting Pakistan a terrorist country. 

―Layers of meaning produced by nationalist discourses penetrate into common 

routine of our lives through media such as newspapers, television, magazines, and books 

to build an important foundation of national identity, unanimity, and cohesion. Anthony 

Smith also predicts that socialization of coming generations as citizens of a nation need 

mass media and journalists to play the most significant role in substantiation of 

nationhood‖ (Kose and Yilmiz, 2011: 910). 

Nationalist ideologies are purveyed through education in primary schools and 

mass media to bind people to their country and flag. Mass media outline and inter-relate 

the nationalist discourses, thus constructing nationalist style to present daily news. 

Tuchman elaborates media as a ―window to the world‖ through which people view 

themselves, their life style, leaders, institutions, and others.  

The problems that nations and especially Pakistan have been facing on this front is 

misrepresentation or stereotyping in the foreign media leading to a negative perception 

that is fabricated. Stereotyping is the process of selecting pieces of information and 
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refinement of news involves simplification that is extended to the representation of 

groups and people. ―What stereotyping does is to characterize whole groups of people by 

attributing to them some qualities which may be found in one or two individuals. These 

characteristics are often exaggerated and entire racial groups or nationalities become 

reduced to single characteristics. For example, the Jewish race and people from Scotland 

are both characterized as being tight fisted. Countries and even whole continents are often 

represented in the media in a stereotypical way. For example, the most common media 

representations of Africa, which is presented through images of starvation and war. 

Stereotyping is a useful short-cut for media producers to reproduce and represent groups 

of people in the media. Stereotypes condense a lot of complex information into a 

character which is not only easily recognized but also is simple to deal with.‖ (Rayner et 

al, 2001: 67) 

Thus, it is needed to counter the stereotyping and present to the world the other 

side of the Pakistan that is developing, educated, culturally rich, sports-loving, and 

hospitable country. This research aims to explain the role of indigenous media in creating 

social cohesion and unity, stimulating nationalism in Pakistan thus promoting a soft 

image of Pakistan in the world. 

This study analyzes print media news stories and accompanying photographs 

using quantitative and qualitative content analysis, analyzes selected photographs using 

semiotic analysis and lastly analyzes selected news stories using discourse analysis.  

1.1.1 Rationale for selecting newspapers 

Newspapers provide an imaginary and theoretical meeting place that facilitates 

collective imagination as a nation and also simultaneously provide a substitute of nation 

building and nation-binding process.  
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Benedict Anderson (2006) also opined that newspaper readers identify them with 

other unknown readers of same newspaper however belonging to the same nation and it 

creates a sense of attachment to the national community. Newspapers function as an 

imaginary and conceptual meeting place of ideas and point of views and a site for identity 

achievement for nations. Therefore, print media is selected for analysis. 

1.1.2 Rationale for selecting India, USA, and Afghanistan  

Three countries were selected in this research to analyze negative other 

representation in the light of social identity theory. National identities are utilized to 

demarcate ‗us‘ and ‗them‘. The dichotomization between ‗us‘ (in-group) and ‗them‘ (out-

group) is vital to the being of a nation-state that ensures the continuity of the group and 

social organization. 

There are two types of out-group or significant ‗others‘, internal and external. 

Ethnic minorities and immigrants are included in internal ‗others‘ whereas external others 

have these categories: a dominant nation or multinational state from which the in-group 

has liberated himself, neighboring nations that may threaten the in-group territorially or 

rival nations, a group or nation territorially closed to in-group posing cultural threats to its 

uniqueness. (Triandafyllidou, 2002)   

This research takes into consideration the second type of significant other that is a 

―neighboring nation that threatens the in-group as a rival nation that contests or possesses 

some part of the in-group‘s homeland or territory, the nation‘s irredenta. This threatening 

other may also lead to re-define territorial boundaries of the nation or it may accentuate 

its irredentist tendencies (e.g. Pakistan and the threatening Indian other)‖. 

(Triandafyllidou, 2002: 15)   
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Pakistan has long standing conflicts with India that are waiting to be resolved. It is 

a long list including Kashmir dispute, violations of ceasefire agreement on Line of 

Control, construction of dams on rivers, water distribution and cross border terrorism. It 

has been a part of textbooks that India has never been a sincere neighbor of Pakistan. It 

provides a rationale to select India to analyze positive self-representation in comparison 

to the negative other according to social identity theory.  

On the other hand, USA and Afghanistan were selected with reference to the War 

on Terror as the time period selected for the study is after September 11 attacks. 

Afghanistan is a war zone neighboring country with fluctuating mutual relations with 

Pakistan. Pakistan had accommodated 30 million Afghan refugees affected by war 

between US and USSR and then civil war. Pakistan provided logistics support to NATO 

supplies during US war on terror and attack on Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan. US has also 

been an ally as well as a demanding country always asking Pakistan to ‗do more‘ in war 

against terror. 

In the post 1947 scenario, India and in post 9/11 scenario USA and Afghanistan 

occupied a substantial space and coverage in the Pakistani press therefore, have been 

relevant and suitable to this study.  
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1.2 Quaid-i-Azam’s vision of Pakistani nation 

Pakistan‘s founder Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah had visualized the 

concept of Pakistani nation as disciplined, selfless and hard-working and Pakistan as a 

unique nation-state. His concepts are relevant in order to understand what Quaid 

visualized our nation should be like. Quaid-i-Azam‘s speeches and addresses have been 

included in this part to draw the framework of analysis for present study including 

concept of Pakistani nation, national unity, patriotism, hard work, economic and 

education system. 

This portion outlines Quaid‘s vision of Pakistani nation with a purpose of bringing 

the media‘s role in constructing the image of Pakistani nation in comparison to what 

Quaid-i-Azam visualized for us. How the framing of Pakistani nation in the press 

corresponds to these ideals is a major concern as well as a rationale for this study.  

1.2.1 Concept of nation: “We are a nation” 

Quaid-i-Azam categorically mentioned in his letter to Mr. Gandhi in September 

17, 1944 that ―We maintain and hold that Muslims and Hindus are two major nations by 

any definition or test of a nation. We are a nation of a hundred million, and what is more, 

we are a nation with our own distinctive culture and civilization, language and literature, 

art and architecture, names and nomenclature, sense of value and proportion, legal laws 

and moral codes, customs and calendars, history and tradition, aptitude and ambitions, in 

short, we have our own distinctive outlook on life and of life. By all canons of 

international law, we are a nation.‖ (Ahmad, 1997) 

1.2.2 Patriotism: Love for Pakistan  

Quaid‘s vision of Pakistani nation was of a patriotic nation that he asserted in the 

following statement, ―While, however, one must love one‘s town and work for its welfare 
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– indeed because of it – one must love better one‘s country and work more devotedly for 

it. Just yet this is a truth people seem so easily to forget it.‖ (Ahmad, 2003: 413) 

1.2.3 Hard work 

In his message to Pakistani nation on the occasion of Id from Ziarat on August 6, 1948 

Quaid-i-Azam reiterated his nation to work hard, ―The history of the last 12 months has 

been one of the continuous struggle against heavy odds, but what sustained us during 

these dark days was our unity of purpose and firm resolve to see that our young state did 

not founder under the blows of our enemies. We have weathered the worst storms and the 

shore, through distant, is in sight. We can look to the future with robust confidence 

provided we do not relax or fitter away our energies in internal dimensions. There never 

was greater need for discipline and unity in our ranks. It is only with united efforts and 

faith in our destiny that we shall be able to translate the Pakistan of our dreams into 

reality. You are celebrating Id today after a month of fasting. Why was fasting enjoined 

upon Muslims if it were not to teach them discipline and orderliness. These are the virtues 

to cultivate and in that lies our salvation and that of the nation. Let me appeal to you in 

whatever language you may put – when the essence of my advice is boiled down, it 

comes to this – every Musalman shall serve Pakistan honestly, sincerely, and selflessly.‖ 

(Ahmad, 2003: 437) 

1.2.4 Economic System 

 While addressing All India Muslim League Planning Committee in New Delhi on 

November 5, 1944 Muhammad Ali Jinnah said, ―I think we can safely claim that we have 

organized the Musalmans fairly well politically. In the department of economics, 

however, we are at zero. I am sure your deliberations will be in the directions of 

awakening the commercial and industrial consciousness of the Muslim nation. Your 
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resolutions and proceedings, when you meet, will go to the press and will help in rousing 

the attention of the Muslamans. There are some people who say that the Pakistan areas 

are more or less devoid of mineral resources and economically we shall not be able to 

exist. Thus the Hindu press keeps on telling us that the Muslims would be the biggest 

sufferers by the establishment of Pakistan. They would even go further and would like to 

persuade us that Pakistan state would be bankrupt.‖ According to this statement of 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah, press plays a key role in highlighting the economic policies and 

agenda. Quaid-i-Azam had evaluated the negative role of Hindu press in economic 

propaganda against Pakistan and how Muslims should counter their propaganda by 

highlighting their economic strategies. He further continued: ―All that I can say as a 

layman is that in my opinion Pakistan will not be bankrupt, it will be a powerful state 

though it may not be as rich as Hindustan.. It is not our purpose to make the rich richer 

and to accelerate the process of accumulation of wealth in the hands of few individuals. 

We should aim at levelling up the general standard of living amongst the masses. Our 

ideal should not be capitalistic, but Islamic and the interests and welfare of the people as a 

whole should be kept constantly in mind.‖ (Ahmad, 2000: 5)  

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah while presiding over the inaugural 

ceremony of State Bank of Pakistan in Karachi on July 1, 1948. He said, ―The opening of 

the State Bank symbolizes sovereignty of our state in the financial sphere….I need hardly 

dilate on the important role that the state bank will have to play in regulating the 

economic life of our country. The monetary policy of the Bank will have a direct bearing 

on our trade and commerce, both inside Pakistan as well as with the outside world and it 

is only to be desired that your policy should encourage maximum production and free 

flow of trade. The abnormal rise in the cost of living has hit the poorer sections of society 

including those with fixed incomes very hard indeed and is responsible to a great extent 
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for the prevailing unrest in the country. The policy of the Pakistan government is to 

stabilize prices at a level that would be fair to the producer as well as the consumers.‖ 

 ―The economic system of the West has created almost insoluble problems for 

humanity….it has failed to do justice between man and man... on the contrary, it was 

largely responsible for the two world wars in the last half century…The adoption of 

western economic theory and practice will not help us in achieving our goal of creating a 

happy and contented people. We must work our destiny in our own way, and present to 

the world economic system based on true Islamic concept of equality of manhood and 

social justice. We will thereby be fulfilling our mission as Muslims and giving to 

humanity the message of peace, which alone can save it and secure the welfare, 

happiness, and prosperity of mankind. May the State Bank of Pakistan prosper and fulfill 

the high ideals which have been set as its goal.‖  (Ahmad, 2003: 421) 

In an address to Muslim merchants in Hyderabad on July 15, 1946 Quaid-i-Azam 

said, ―Release all the grains you can; every maund of grain hoarded may result in the 

death of a countryman. Sell at controlled prices only – they are fair both to you and the 

buyer. Money earned through the misery of others is accursed. Government and the 

people are determined to crutch profiteers and black marketers by all the means in their 

power. Avoid black market, it is criminal.‖ (Ahmad, 2001: 128)  

1.2.5 Role of education and students 

 Message to Students of Govt. Muslim High School Malabar on 16th January 1943. 

 ―I need hardly emphasize the great necessity of the Muslim students organizing 

themselves and training themselves on national lines as soldiers of Islam. It is on the 

shoulders of our coming generation alone that the responsibility of achieving our national 

goal and maintaining out national prestige, national heritage and national glory, lies.‖ 
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Pubic address, students of Rivaz hostel Govt. Islamia College Lahore. (Ahmad, 1997: 

131) 

―There are three pillars for the life of a nation, namely pen, sword, and economic 

and industrial power. Muslim youth had understood the value of pen; they had also 

understood the importance of the sword, but they were yet to understand economic and 

industrial problem which had become almost foreign to them. The need of the hour was 

the right type of education for Muslim youth.‖ (Ahmad, 1997: 138) 

In a message to Bohra students of Karachi, Quaid-i-Azam wrote, ―I am glad to 

learn that Bohra students of Karachi are doing their bit for educational uplift of the 

Muslim community. It is needless to emphasize the importance of education. In fact the 

welfare and progress of a nation depends to a very great extent upon its intelligentsia and 

its young generation, and there could be no question that students play a very important 

part in the future destiny of a nation to which they belong. It is only by educating our 

people that we can train and equip them with a consciousness of their existence and 

infuse in them a spirit of sacrifice and selfless work – qualities which are essential factor 

for the self-determination and strength of character not only for an individual but also of a 

nation.‖ (Ahmad, 1996: 132) 

1.2.6 National Unity  

  ―Balochistan is the land of brave independent people and to you therefore national 

freedom, honor and strength should have a special meaning. These whisperings of Mulki 

and non-Mulki are neither profitable for the land nor of it. We are now all Pakistanis – not 

Baluchis, Pathans, Sindhi, Bengalis, and Punjabis and so on and as Pakistanis we must 

feel, behave, and act, and we should proud to be known as Pakistanis and nothing else. I 

ask you always to pause and consider before taking a step, whether it is conditioned by 
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your personal or local likes and dislikes or is determined by consideration of the good of 

the state.‖ (Address, Quetta Municipality, June 15, 1948) 

―It naturally pains me to find the curse of provincialism holding sway over any 

sections of Pakistanis. Pakistan must get rid of this evil. It is a relic of the old 

administration when you cling to provincial autonomy and local liberty of action to avoid 

control – which meant – British control. But with your own central government and its 

power, it is folly to continue to think in the same terms, especially at a time when your 

state is so new and faces such tremendous problems, internal and external.‖ (Ahmad, 

2003: 413) 

Quaid-i-Azam in his message to Sarfaarz, organ of All India Shia Political 

Conference for its Muharram number said, ―Let unity be our watchword at this juncture. 

Muslims must sink their differences, political and sectarian‖ (Ahmad, 1996: 134)  

 In his presidential address on special Pakistan session of Muslim Students 

Federation on March 2, 1941, Quaid-i-Azam said, ―All our enemies and all our opponents 

were fully confident and hoped in the idea that the Muslims will never unite, that they 

will quarrel, and in that hope their mission was to inculcate and cause disruptions and 

divisions amongst the Musalmans. (Ahmad, 1996: 163) 

1.2.7 Security 

Quaid-i-Azam described security as the second most important building block of 

Pakistani nation in a presidential address at special Pakistan session of Muslim Student‘s 

Federation, March 2, 1941. He emphasized that, ―You must, my young friends, in the first 

instance, apply your minds to nation building departments. You will say, what is it? What 

are the nation-building departments? Let me tell you what they are. You see that there are 

at least three main pillars which go to make a nation worthy of possessing a territory and 
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running the government…..when you have got the light of knowledge by means of 

education and when you have made yourselves strong economically and industrially, then 

you have go to prepare yourself for your defense – defense against external aggression 

and to maintain internal security. Therefore, these are the three main pillars upon which a 

nation rests and the strength of the nation remains in proportion to your readiness and 

your preparedness with these three main pillars. (Ahmad, 1996; 166) 

1.2.8 Minorities  

―Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Governor General designate of Pakistan declared in New 

Delhi at a press conference on July 14, 1947 that minorities in Pakistan would have 

protection with regard to their faith, religion, life, culture, and property. He said, ―I shall 

not depart from what I said repeatedly with regard to the minorities. Every time I spoke 

about the minorities I meant what I said and what I said I meant. Minorities to whichever 

community they belong, will be safeguarded. Their religion or faith or belief will be 

secure. There will be no interference of any kind with their freedom of worship. They will 

have their protection with regard to their religion, faith, their life, their culture. The will 

be, in all respects, the citizens of Pakistan without any distinction of caste or creed.‖  

―They will have their rights and privileges and no doubt along with it goes the 

obligation of citizenship. Therefore, the minorities have their responsibilities also and 

they will play their part in the affairs of this state. As long as the minorities are loyal to 

the state and owe true allegiance and as long as I have any power, they need have no 

apprehension of any kind.‖ (Ahmad, 2002: 279)  

―Muslims of India have shown to the world that they are a united nation. Let us 

impress the minorities by word, deed, and thought that as long as they fulfil their duties 

and obligations as loyal citizens of Pakistan, they have nothing to fear.‖ 
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1.2.9 Foreign Policy 

In his message to the citizens of Pakistan, inaugurating Pakistan Broadcasting 

Service, Karachi August 15, 1947 Quaid-i-Azam said, ―Our object should be peace within 

and peace without. We want to live peacefully and maintain cordial, friendly relations 

with our immediate neighbors and with the world at large. We have no aggressive designs 

against anyone. We stand by the United Nations charter and will gladly make our full 

contribution to the peace and prosperity of the world. Pakistan is a land of great 

resources. But to build it up into a country worthy of Muslim nation we shall require 

every ounce of energy we possess and I am confident that it will come from all 

wholeheartedly.‖ (Ahmad, 2002: 135)  

1.2.10 Role of Sports 

Quaid said in an address to Muslim League National Guards at Second annual 

athletic sports held on March 20, 1947 in Bombay, 

―I want to impress upon everyone in this country to take greater and greater part in sports 

and to encourage it. Our people must take greater part in physical exercise and I want this 

spirit to grow among our people. It is true that your mind and intellectual faculties should 

be developed, but physical culture should also be developed. Your orderly way and your 

sense of discipline deeply impressed me today, and I urge upon you to see that this 

smartness and sense of discipline grows among our people by their increasing 

participation in athletic sports and physical exercise.‖ (Ahmad, 2002: 9) 

1.2.11 Role of Pakistani women 

In his speech to ladies‘ meeting in Peshawar on November 26, 1945 Quaid-i-

Azam said, ―I am very glad that our women are coming forward. This is as much 

necessity for the education of our girls as our boys. Women can always play a great part. 
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It is said that the hand that rocks the cradle rules the nation. It is only enlightened and 

educated women that can bring up children worthy of the nation. Our Islamic history 

shows that women have always worked shoulder to shoulder to men. No nation can 

achieve any big thing unless we take our women with us.‖ (Ahmad, 2000: 331)  

In another public speech at a meeting of Muslim women held under the auspices 

of the Jinnah Islamia College for Girls on November 22, 1942 Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

said, ―I am glad to see that not only Muslim men but Muslim women and children also 

have understood Pakistan scheme. No nation can make any progress without the 

cooperation of its women. If Muslim women support their men, as they did in the days of 

Prophet of Islam, we should soon realize our goal.‖ (Ahmad, 1997: 128) 

1.2.12 Violence: 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah had a clear stance regarding violence, ―We deeply deplore 

the recent acts of lawlessness and violence that have brought the utmost disgrace on the 

fair name of India and the greatest misery to innocent people, irrespective of who were 

the aggressors and who were the victims. We denounce for all time the use of force to 

achieve political ends, and we will call upon all communities of India, to whatever 

persuasion they may belong, not only to refrain from all acts of violence and disorder; but 

also to avoid both in speech and writing, any words which might be construed as an 

incitement to such acts.‖ (Ahmad, 2002: 54)  

1.2.13 Advice to the Press 

While addressing Bombay Provincial Muslim Journalists Association on March 

12, 1947, reported by Star of India on March 13, 1947 Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah said, ―Journalism has a very important part to play in the life of our nation…. You 

have great power. You can guide and misguide people. You can make or mar the biggest 
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personality. The power of the press is really great, but you must remember that this power 

you are wielding is a trust. Look upon it as a great trust and remember that you are 

guiding honestly and sincerely for the progress and welfare of the nation. At the same 

time I expect you to be completely fearless. If I go wrong, or for that matter, the League 

goes wrong in any direction of its policy or program, I want you to criticize it honestly as 

its friend, in fact as one whose heart is beating with the Muslim nation.‖  (Ahmad, 2002: 

4) 

On completion of the first year of its publication, Dawn received the following 

message from Quaid-i-Azam October 16, 1943: ―The press is the vital necessity for the 

progress and the welfare of the nation because it is through the press that a nation can be 

guided and its opinion moulded for the furthering of activities in all departments in life.‖ 

(Ahmad, 1997: 279) 

In a message to a newspaper ‗Manshoor‘ on becoming a daily Quaid-i-Azam said, 

―I hope that it will continue its task of serving the Muslim public and advocating their 

national cause with redoubled vigor. Being now a daily its scope will be considerably 

increased. I am confident that it will not fail in its duties to Muslim nation.‖ (Ahmad, 

2000: 31)   

Quaid‘s vision provides a strong base for the framework of analysis of this study 

and also set the parameters of exploring Pakistani national identity construction. From 

these extracts, the researcher has drawn the main topics or frames to be analyzed in the 

newspaper contents.  
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CHAPTER 2 

BACKGROUND 

This chapter provides a comprehensive account of the key concepts applied and 

discussed in this dissertation. It includes the details of the concepts of identity, nation, 

nationalism, national identity, Pakistani national identity in a historical perspective. 

2.1 Identity 

 Identity is described and defines in as many ways as there are disciplines that used 

this very concept be it Psychology, Sociology, Political Science, Cultural Anthropology, 

Communication and Discourse Studies, Philosophy, Cultural Studies, Gender Studies, 

Linguistics, and so on. The two major components of identity are identifier and identified 

that necessarily exist with a difference between the ‗self‘ and the ‗other‘. It derives its 

meaning from ―who I am?‖ and ―who I am not‖? Therefore, it is simultaneously 

uniqueness and sameness as Martin (1995 cited in Dinnie, 2008) says that ―identity 

cannot be defined in isolation. The only way to define identity is to contrast it against 

another identity.‖ (P. 224)  

The classic definition of identity was proposed by Erik Erickson as ―the 

permanent self-identification within the inside of the person and a reciprocal relationship 

of a principal character which always shares with others. (Inac & Unal, 2013: 225) 

2.2 Nation 

Romans understood from the word natio the ‗Goddess of Birth and Origin‘. Natio was 

referred to those groups of people living in tribes or other settlements but not 

politically organized, and called barbaric or pagans. Nations are communities sharing a 

common descent, unified geographically, in shape of settlements or zones, by common 

language, customs, and mores. These characteristics were shared by nations until 
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modern times when nations were not politically organized. The French Revolution 

made the nation a source of state sovereignty having political right of self-

determination. (Inac & Unal, 2013) 

2.3 Nationalism 

Nationalism is defined as a doctrine that accepts necessity of organizing people 

within the realm of nation-state to create a national economy, national legislature and 

executive, and national culture to define an identification to the nation-state. Nationalism 

is often taken as a synonym of patriotism and love for country and countrymen. 

―Nationalism as the political and public expression of national identity thus includes a 

doctrine, cultural practices, and sets of symbols, myths and rituals, which may express a 

multiplicity of aspirations and of intellectual and cultural elaborations.‖ (Huysseune, 

2014: 2) 

2.4 National Identity 

National identity is a complex and debatable conception. Many scholars have 

discussed various aspects including the themes, components, ingredients, and 

manifestations of national identity. De Cillia, Reisigl & Wodak (1999: 53) assume that 

―national identities – conceived as specific forms of social identities – are discursively 

constructed, by means of language and other semiotic systems, produced, reproduced, 

transformed and destructed. The idea of a specific national community becomes reality in 

the realm of convictions and beliefs through reifying, figurative discourses continually 

launched by politicians, intellectuals and media people and disseminated through the 

systems of education, schooling, mass communication, and militarization as well as 

through sports meetings.‖ 
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The central structures of national identity include the following: ―a historic 

territory, or homeland; common myths and historical memories; a common, mass public 

culture; common legal rights and duties for all members; and a common economy with 

territorial mobility for all members. ‗Markers‘ of national identity can include: place of 

birth, ancestry, place of residence, length of residence, upbringing and education, name, 

accent, physical appearance, dress, commitment to place. (Dinnie, 2008: 112) 

The visual manifestations of national identity are familiar to all – flags, for 

example are probably the most potent visual expression of national identity. Other visual 

manifestations of national identity include uniforms of the national armed forces and 

other notable institutions, traditional dress of various regional cultures and architectural 

styles. (P. 113) 

Keith Dinnie also identifies national anthem as the most prominent sonic 

manifestation of national identity that automatically includes national  language, local 

accent, dialects, and voices of associated popular individuals the poet, singers, composers 

etc. of that country. Lastly, the most powerful visual manifestation of national identity 

includes landscape, historical places and buildings of the country. (2008: 114) 

Four major components of national identity are cultural similarity, belief structure, 

national heritage and ethnocentrism. Cultural artefacts such as films can have a strong 

effect on how a nation is perceived. The cultural elements of national identity are wide-

ranging, encompassing language, literature, food and drink, sport, architecture, and many 

other dimensions.  

Alexander Dhoest‘s (2003 cited in Pincon 2010: 759) identified ―four themes 

common to national narratives and identity. These are shared history, shared culture, 

national language, and national character. A shared history is crafted through deliberate 
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reinterpretation of the traditions and events of a distant past, placed within a national 

framework. Founding narratives evolve and serve to justify a nation‘s legitimacy as a 

politically autonomous entity. Shared culture refers to the use of high or elite cultural 

forms in art and literature to create a homogeneous national identity.‖ 

National character comprises of the social construction of a nation‘s individuals 

with specific personality qualities. These traits are necessarily not to be positive as they 

represent a mass of similar persons with definite national characteristics. 

Schlesinger (1991) describes national identity as a specific form of collective 

identity that is simultaneously ―one of inclusion that provides a boundary around ‗us‘ 

and one of exclusion that distinguishes ‗us‘ from ‗them‘ ‖ (p. 301). 

Miller (1995) has identified in his book ‗on nationality the five elements that help to 

distinguish national identity from other dimension like personal identity include a 

―community constituted by shared beliefs and mutual commitment, extended in 

history, active in character, connected to a particular territory, and marked off from 

other communities by its public culture‖. (P. 27) 

2.5 Pakistani National Identity 

Jabbar (2015) asserted that 97 percent of the total population of Pakistan were 

Muslims and they were enormously different and distinct regarding languages, cultures, 

landscapes, background, food and taste and way of living. However, the non- Muslim 

inhabitants of Pakistan were also different and dissimilar whether they were Christians, 

Sikhs and Hindus etc. They all successfully put their efforts to the construction of 

nations‘ identity while facing pressures and atrocities from extremists. 

He further commented on the formation of Pakistan‘s national identity. He argued 

that identity constructed at different stages ranging from migration to living with 
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neighbors belonged to different religions, working with people of diverse culture, by 

learning a singular national identity through different institutions. Regardless, the identity 

of Pakistan is growing and focus on remaining stable yet dealing with all the internal and 

external pressures.  

These concepts help conceptualize national identity for the present study. They 

also help in devising the analytical framework suitable to gauge how Pakistani media 

support the process of national identity.  
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CHAPTER 3 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

An extensive search of relevant literature revealed that previous studies have 

addressed various dimensions of identity construction. Mostly relevant studies focused on 

how media helps in constructing identities and how various groups and nations construct 

their identities. The researcher has divided the vast literature into various categories. First 

dimension of available literature is concerned with how newspapers play a role in identity 

construction in various nations and countries for instance in newspapers discourse in UK 

(Curran, 2002; Dekavalla, 2010); Germany and Switzerland (Mattenschlager & Riedle, 

2003); USA (Hutcheson et al, 2004); Taiwan and South Korea (Chung, 2000); France 

(Costelloe, 2014); Turkey (Kose & Yilmaz, 2012; Sahin, 2011); Palestine (Najjar, 2007); 

Russia (Davis & Sosnovskaya, 2009); Israel (Livio, 2010).  

Other studies focused national identity construction in certain other media like 

electronic media (TV, Radio, films) and also TV advertising in Germany (Piller, 2001); 

Japan (Prieler, 2010); Belgium (Drom, 2010); Spain (Morris, 2008) USA (Jansson, 2005) 

and also in political speeches in Austria (De Cillia, Reisigl, & Wodak, 1999); USA (Coe 

& Neumann, 2011; Li, 2009). These studies while applying qualitative methods analyzed 

various frames in which certain communities‘, national and social identities were 

comparatively constructed to differentiate between ‗Us‘ and ‗Other‘. 

Many other studies examined relationship between exposure to media and identity 

construction by the public in different parts of the world (Cohen, 2008, Georgiou, 2001; 

Kiely, McCrone & Bechhofer, 2006; Mastro, Behn-Morawitz, & Kopacz, 2008; Ong, 

2009; Witteborn, 2007; Butt, Rahman & Butt, 2017; Zhang & Meadows, 2012).  



27 

 

So far the literature about Pakistani national identity is concerned, the researcher 

found a multitude of studies on a variety of dimensions. Mostly past research focused 

extensively on framing of Pakistan‘s image in international media. (Yousaf, 2015; Siraj, 

2006; Iqbal & Zubair, 2014; Sadiq 2016). Some other studies addressed how Pakistani 

diaspora construct their national identity (Campbell & McLean, 2003; Hussain & 

Bagguley, 2005; Robinson, 2005; Qureshi, 2006).  

The researcher found many studies related to sports, media and racial and national 

identity construction with reference to international as well as Pakistani cricketers 

(Farquharson and Marjoribanks, 2006; Malcolm, Bairner & Curry, 2010; Burdsey, 2010). 

There are studies on gender identity construction in Pakistan for instance in texts of war 

(Babar, 2000); Women‘s talk (Zubair, 2007); English literature in Pakistan (Zubair, 2006; 

Mansoor, 2012); Pakistani fiction (Zubair, 2012; Kanwal, 2015) and Pakistani TV talk 

shows (Qadir, & Riaz, 2015). Another dimension of studies relate to analysis and role of 

curriculum in Pakistani national identity construction by the audience ranging from 

children to adults (Durrani, 2013; Durrani & Dunne, 2010; Lall, 2008; Khan, 1999; Qazi 

& Shah, 2018). 

Therefore, this chapter has been divided into following sections 

3.1 National identity construction and print media  

3.2 National identity construction and electronic media 

3.3 National identity construction in films 

3.4 Political speeches and national identity construction  

3.5 Image of Pakistan in international media  

3.6 Pakistan’s national identity construction  
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 3.6.1 Sports, media and Pakistani national identity 

 3.6.2 Gender identity in Pakistani media 

 3.6.3 Curriculum and Pakistani identity construction 

3.7 National Identity Construction through “Self-othering”  

3.1 National identity construction and print media  

Curran (2002) has analyzed historical perspective of how diverse media 

contributed in constructing British national identity. ―Britain has been made up of 

English, Welsh and Scottish ‗nations‘ with different histories, languages, religions, 

traditions and identities. The emergence of print media promoted the image of Britain as a 

country superior to other races especially popular books. The British cinema made a 

succession of empirical epics in which the gods of Empire were British archetypes, 

embodying the virtues of Britishness. Same beat was heard in the national newspapers 

throughout 1950-1939. Later the BBC played a vital part in disseminating the idea of 

British Empire as one Big Family. On the other hand, the British national identity was 

strengthened by growing changes in the structure of media. The ‗national‘ newspapers 

appeared in early 19
th

 century, national music hall networks emerged in 1880s followed 

by creation of national cinema in 1920s. Radio was transformed into a centralized 

national system in 1920s and Television in 1940s and 1950s. The content of all this 

national media was also British. The growth of national media consumption formulated a 

framework of shared national experience and common talking points. Above all, it 

strengthened a sense of British national identity‖. (p. 28) 

―British cinema helped people visualize Britain. It portrayed the nation in terms of 

geographically defined archetypes – canny Scots, lyrical Welsh, plain-spoken northerners, 

dodgy but loveable cockneys, simple West country people that made the nation both 
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knowable and object of affection. It also constructed the nation as a repertory of class 

stereotypes of cloth-capped worker to bowler-hatted civil servants. British films also 

emphasized interdependence and humanity of social groups together unselfishly for 

common good and social solidarity. Radio also brought diverse elements of national life 

together on Armistice Day, Empire Day, key sporting tournaments, and religious and 

seasonal festivals to evoke national unity. Members of audience were encouraged to feel 

through listening being present at national events as a participant in the collective life of a 

nation. National press also promoted we-feeling through shared news values. The 

allocation of space in newspapers assumed that reader are eight times more interested in 

national news than foreign. It also encouraged the readers to feel sense of pride in British 

success and also chagrin at national failure in sports.‖ (p.30) 

After 1960‘s there was a huge transformation in the whole scenario. However, the 

weakening national identity was reinforced by Britain‘s entry into European Union in 

1973. Later in 1990‘s a new draft of national identity was created in an interesting 

comparison to the immigrants.  

Hutcheson (2004) has analyzed US news magazines Time and Newsweek to 

identify national identity communication strategies of U.S government and military 

officials after the attack on twin tower on September 11, 2001. The researchers 

analyzed national identity language and the valence (i.e., directionality) of the public 

discourse. The study also emphasized the aspects of U.S. identity discussed in media 

content, the sources, and how sources talked about the U.S national identity. The 

content analysis found that the central theme of US government and military leaders‘ 

discourse focused to foster, maintain and reinforce collective U.S national identity in 

order to keep Americans united against ―war on terror‖. The government and military 

extensively used pro-American themes and words. The discourse promoted a sense of 



30 

 

U.S. national identity by affirmation of American ideals and core values like 

individualism, equality, and liberty; self-image of U.S as super power; national unity 

among all Americans across racial and ideological segments; demonizing the terrorists. 

On the other hand, journalists used the language to promote nationalist themes.  

This study also found discourse of U.S. journalists about U.S. national identity after 

September 11 thoroughly correspond to government and military leaders. The study 

concluded that there exists a strong relation among American elites, U.S. national 

identity, and the news media, mainly when the gravity for nationalism and patriotism 

upsurges during any national crisis situation. 

Mattenschlager & Riedle (2003) analyzed construction of identities by 

mainstream print media in Germany and Switzerland in a historical perspective between 

1945 and 1995. The method of latent content analysis was used to investigate the 

formation of national identity by newspapers of both countries. The newspapers included 

national, tabloid and regional one. 

The study established the findings of both countries as the German research aimed 

to investigate how changes took place after the Second World War in terms of historical 

situation, national or societal events and representation of German states. The results of 

the German study suggested that GDR maintained a new national identity in comparison 

to FRG which utilized indirect patterns and additional hints to the German history and 

made more references to the common past.  

The Swiss study focused to analyze quantitatively how four newspapers of 

German speaking areas produce changes in national identities after Europe war. It also 

analyzed the historical and societal changes took place during the time frame. It also 

focused on investigating the integration of European, multicultural history of Switzerland 

and modernization of identity. The variables groups used for analysis included impression 
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of national identity, modernization and results signified that in Switzerland, after 1970s 

uncritical expression of national pride weakened. The Swiss Army lost their former 

impact and self-presentation as a unique nation became less common. It reflected the 

consequences of Switzerland‘s rising European integration. Media maintained national 

identities, but the societal transformations mainly influenced the national identities 

regardless of media coverage. 

Chung (2000) found in textual analysis of representation of national identity in 

four newspapers from Taiwanese and South Korean print media that they constructed 

their national identities by utilizing strategy of exclusion from discourses. The discourse 

analysis revealed that both of them constructed their self by creating a contrast of 

differentiation from ‗other‘. Taiwanese media portrayed China as other in terms of China 

being militant, dominant, adversary, and perpetrator. Whereas South Korean media 

portrayed North Korea as other by positioning itself as de facto sovereign state with 

growing economy. The author concluded that creation of positive self and negative other 

were politically motivated. 

Dekavalla (2010) explores the construction of Scottish and English national 

identity in the Scottish and English/UK press after the major political development plan 

of devolution. The time period covered is 2001-05, and the time period selected is mainly 

interesting as two general elections took place in this time frame. 

The study examined the construction of national identity in the coverage of 

devolved and reserved issue in each election on both sides of the Scottish boundary. It 

articulates the relevance of the issue reported for a specific community, and how the 

newspapers contributed in construction of their own and their readers‘ national identity.  
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The results suggest that newspapers from England did not adapt to the concept of 

devolved UK. Despite their assumption of a British instead of an English identity in the 

discourse, they systematically avoided topics of fiscal autonomy and Scottish waiting 

lists. They were consider only relevant to the readers in Scotland. It strengthened the 

concept of disconnectedness of the electoral discussion in the two countries. The Scottish 

editions of the English press adapt their portrayal in relatively modest ways. They add 

articles on ‗Scottish‘ topics which highlight the Scottish appeal of these arguments. They 

generally replicates the Anglo-British alignment of their English editions.  

Scottish papers, on the other hand, seem to report on ‗UK‘ issues with 

detachment. They avoid using discourse on taxation and the Iraq war. Although local 

Scottish press also mention Britain as their site in these debates, they do not emphasize a 

personal involvement of their readers. Scottish readers are not constructed as partaking 

much with the rest of the UK on these issues, other than their role as voters. A more 

comprehensive rhetoric is found in the Scottish coverage of ‗Scottish‘ issues like fiscal 

autonomy and waiting lists. Examples of this includes the Scottish and English/UK 

coverage of the Iraq war, issue of taxation and health debates. Even in that coverage 

though, the relevant national context intermittently moved between Scotland and Britain.  

Kose and Yilmaz (2012) examined how Turkish print media generate banal 

nationalism based on the concept of social psychologist Michael Biling. The method of 

content analysis was employed to determine the way messages, themes, ideas and 

concepts related to nationalism has been presented within the text of daily newspapers. 

The aim was to investigate how the Turkish newspapers portray nationalism on daily 

basis regardless national occasions or events. The sample was comprised of 36 daily 

newspapers from the Turkish media dated 3th February 2010.  
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It was further highlighted that daily newspapers were analyzed under five diverse 

categories. The categories were formed from general to specific and from qualitative to 

quantitative. It included the examination of the newspapers‘ logos, the usage of messages 

inducing nationalism, the appreciation of country, the promotion of common interest and 

historical background and development of we-feelings. 

The findings suggested that 87% columns of the newspapers were found 

discussing Turkey whereas 6% columns were related to international politics. It was quite 

evident from the results that‘s 90% of the news stories were predominantly relevant to 

Turkey.  

The findings revealed that nationalism was much propagated in Turkish daily 

papers by using nationalist language ‗‘us‘‘ and ‗‘them‘‘, by highlighting the importance 

of national flag colors through newspapers‘ logos, employing nationalist captions and 

words, promotion of common interest and appreciation of nation. As it was found that 

81% of the newspapers promoted nationalism through their logos by using the colors of 

national flag. Similarly, it was observed that words which symbolized nationalism 

appeared 4680 times in the news stories and 2127 times in the columns. In the same way, 

the words ‗‘Turks‘‘, ‗‘Homeland and Motherland ‗‘, ‗‘state‘‘ were frequently employed 

in the news stories. Additionally, the economic news stories appreciated the national 

achievements and developments which consequently dignified the nation. The usage of 

hints and references within the text also served to represent banal nationalism. It also 

revealed the national feelings were prevalent in each news item or story of the daily 

media. 

Sahin (2011) investigated the construction of a Turkish Cypriot national identity 

by the newspapers in North Cyprus and the various techniques used to activate receivers 
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around certain national thoughts. The author analyzed news reports of the opening of 

border crossings in Cyprus in 2003 through Critical Discourse Analysis, based on their 

content, the tactics used in the construction of national identity and the linguistic 

resources engaged. The newspaper content analysis used 5 main themes of Citizenship, 

common culture, common past, national space, and common political future.  

The research surfaced corresponding discourses of identity such as a Turkish 

Cypriot identity synchronized with a Cypriot identity. The study found that there is no 

single essentialist identity. Sometimes, Turkish Cypriots are framed as a distinct group in 

contrast to Greek Cypriots, generating a ‗national we‘ cluster that also comprised of 

Turkish-origin people. At other times, a common Cypriot identity was constructed by 

focusing the cultural similarities of both communities and variances were intimidated. 

The impression of Greek Cypriots as the ‗other‘ was altered from being the ‗evil‘ ones 

into normal people like ‗us. The news employed metonyms, synecdoche and 

personification to create uniformity. The capital Ankara was used as a metonym to 

mention the Turkish government. The strategy of focusing on political continuity between 

the past and present was successfully employed along with predicting about political 

changes in coming time. Constructive strategies were also utilized to create a unity within 

two different communities. 

Davis & Sosnovskaya (2009) explored how Russian national newspapers 

represent the people of other nations and their features which are considerably 

different from Russian character and national identity. The study analyzed three 

themes namely immigration, Russian national project, and Russian immigrants abroad 

in Russian newspapers from January till June 2005. 

The analysis is based on three main themes: immigration, the national project, 

and Russians abroad. The discourse on migration is based on construction of a new 
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identity for Russia and Russians. The national project is expressed in terms of the 

consolidation of Russian society and creation of unified values.  

The authors concluded that the press constructed Russian national identity by 

portraying ‗others‘ different from Russians in terms of language and culture and 

territorially as outsiders. Firstly, the press had a compassionate and kind attitude 

towards people belonging to 15 Soviet Republics and described them as sisters and 

brothers. On the contrary, the study found a largely belligerent standpoint towards the 

Chinese and the Baltic States who were represented as resisting to adapt or engage 

with Russia. Lastly, there is an indecisive response, mainly in relation to stories of 

Russians abroad in Europe or North America, toward the interactions between Russian 

and non-Russian attitudes, values, etc. There was a consistent message supporting and 

constructing Russian national identity, however, differently articulated as per diversity 

of the Russian newspapers. 

Najjar (2007) explained the construction of Palestinian refugees and Arab identity 

in the cartoons of Naji Al-Ali. It was an exploratory research as it claimed that cartoons 

were recognized as significant positions for the formation of identity or image of 

themselves and other people. The specific multi-layered model was utilized to examine 

the selected cartoons. The model exemplified the potential and influence of cartoon or 

character by using it as a political or social image in the Middle East and worldwide. The 

model was used to examine the cartoons at different stages including the cognitive, 

normative, affective and artistic stage. The study utilized the same techniques of 

examination which were founded by psychologists, anthropologists, experts and 

sociologists.  

The three layered-analysis of cartoons was conducted to investigate the means that 

shaped the identity of Palestinian refugee and Arabs. At cognitive stage, it focused on 
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analyzing in what way the cartoonist utilized the set which provided a platform to cartoon 

in social or political backgrounds. It further added how cartoonist utilized the get-ups to 

offer information about specific subjects. The analysis of the situation presented to the 

people by cartoonist to eliminate the issues.  

At normative level, the analysis of the cartoon included what the people were 

supposed to do and to explain the comparison between the artist‘s confidence or stance 

regarding the reported state and actuality of the state. At affective stage, to analyze how 

people were required to feel towards the cartoons as determined by cartoonist. The model 

also used several tools labeling, exaggeration, analogy, sharpening, symbolism etc. The 

cartoonist formed the character and features of the Palestinian identity which provided an 

explanation or description regarding Palestinian and Arab.   

Under the interpretation, the study asserts that readers assessed the cartoons by 

considering their values and norms of community (religion, festival, nationalism) and 

they considered only those events or happenings which were consistent with their 

interpretations. The cartoon analysis or examination involves the formation of identity by 

identity card, by employing religious (Christian and Muslims) signs, creating the Arab 

identity through US relations and Israel-US relations respectively and deconstructing 

Americans statements of freedom of speech and expression and suppression of Arab 

opinions.  

The study suggested that three layered analysis of cartoons sought the hidden 

concepts embedded in the cartoons and objects, along cartoon codes and visual emphasis 

to promote the interpretation of community. It described how Naji formed the identity of 

Palestinian by employing the identity card and utilized the cartoons and plot to reveal 

their status. Religious signs were also used to maintain the mood or feelings of cartoons 
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and explained what readers were supposed to feel. The cartoonist explicitly described 

Palestinian problems by employing the practices of Christians and Muslims with respect 

to status and denial of birthplace. The cartoons also depicted the friends and enemies as 

Americans were presented as those who were concerned merely about oil. The cartoons 

were also focused on the Israel-US alliance and its influence on the peace development. 

The cartoons further described the situation that US freedom of speech in the Arab was 

not diverse from the Arab era where there was maximum censorship of opinions. 

 

Costelloe (2014) has explored through critical discourse analysis of the way 

French newspapers represented urban violence in 2005. The researcher discussed that the 

violent riots triggered media debates with reference to French national identity. Costelloe 

explained national identity and concept of nationalism in an exclusionary way, and 

discussed how the discourses of sameness creates representational precincts between 

‗Us‘, the French and ‗Them‘ the immigrant minorities. The research proposed 

newspapers employed the strategies to ‗other‘ the rioters in comparison to French people. 

The immigrants were depicted as outsiders from the French society that eventually sustain 

relations of discrimination and social supremacy. 

3.2 National identity construction and electronic media 

Prieler (2010) argued that ―although non-Japanese actors have appeared in 

Japanese television commercials for years, little systematic research has been conducted 

regarding how they are portrayed. Using a sample of 20,000 commercials, the author 

found that the inclusion of ‗Others‘ in TV commercials conforms to an artificial ‗racial 

hierarchy‘ that mirrors Japanese society‘s perception of racial groups. White people 

appear more often than all other groups combined, are represented through discernible 

stereotypes and advertise nearly all product categories. By contrast, blacks and non-
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Japanese Asians are associated with a narrower range. The former appear as musicians 

and athletes; the latter are either famous celebrities or associated with products from their 

countries of origin. These ‗others‘ are often portrayed in a manner that differentiates them 

from their Japanese counterparts. Overall, this article provides insight into the approaches 

of the Japanese towards ‗Others‘, contributing both to the long-standing discourse of 

Japanese exceptionalism (nihonjinron) and the understanding of Japanese society in a 

globalizing world.‖ 

Pillar (2001) explored identity construction in German print and TV 

advertisements in 1999. The study found that majority of the advertisements in 

German print and electronic media were multilingual and English dominant instead of 

being monolingual. The researcher found that political identities grounded on 

citizenship have been shifting to be based on economy and partaking in a global 

consumer market. In order to test the acceptance of or resistance to these identity 

constructions outside the discourse of commercial advertising, the researcher also 

discovered the uses of multilingualism in personal and charitable or public advertising. 

The study analyzed the discourses in multilingual advertising that strengthen and 

valorize German-English bilingualism and make it as the most robust linguistic 

currency for the German business leaders. Author also found that the drawing upon 

Bakhtanian notion of dialogism and point-of-view, subject positions are created by 

multilingual speakers or narrators and those being addressed in the print as well as 

electronic advertisements. The switch from German into English most often occurs, 

thereby vesting English with the meaning of authority, authenticity, and truth. The 

meaning of English as authoritative is strengthened by presenting it through both the 

written and spoken modes, while German is only spoken. Slogans, short phrases that 

accompany the brand name, are meant to encapsulate the identity. The language of the 
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slogans in 45% corpus of print advertisements is English While the body copy and 

standing details are mostly in German. The "globalist rhetoric" of the advertisements 

does not necessarily mean that, in real life, nationalist ideologies are eschewed by the 

producer of the advertisement. Another strategy that constructs English as the 

authoritative voice of the advertisement than German is its use in a headline or in 

particularly large and striking prints. The dominant orientations in the advertisements 

were international orientations of internationalism, future orientation, success and 

elitism, sophistication, fun, youth, and gender. 

Morris (2008) explained the role of 46 Barcelona‘s FM radio broadcasting 

stations engrained in the daily routine of Spanish people in constructing and 

reinforcing a collective national identity in Spain. An analysis of FM broadcasting 

stations revealed that the listeners were constantly reminded of being Spanish and part 

of Spain that underpins a collective national identity. These identity messages were 

embedded even in weather forecast news corresponding to geographical identification 

omitting focus on European identity and more frequent reference to Catalonia, Spain 

and their own towns. The expression of collective Spanish identity was maintained 

through the names of broadcasting stations, contents, format, promotional 

announcements, language, mention of local issues in discussions, as well as music. 

3.3 National identity construction in films 

Kazmi & Kumar (2011) have qualitatively analyzed Indian films projecting 

construction of negative Muslim identity in India. The study argued for the 

mainstreaming of Hindutva discourses that demonize Muslims as Jehadi by the film 

makers. The research highlighted the Muslim characters assigned the roles of terrorist in 

films like Fanaa, New York, Roja, Kurban, My name is Khan, and so on. The self-

othering of Muslims as minorities has also been prevelant in the Indian films. 
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Jansson (2005) analyzed the role of film Mississippi Burning in the construction 

of American national identity in the perspective of internal orientalism. In the beginning 

of US cinema, the South continued to be the focus of great interest for the audiences. The 

viewers were presented with different themes associated with the new South which had 

emerged from their friendly and lethargic attitude.  

Under the internal orientalism discourse of United States, the South was presented 

completely different or diverse from the United States, hence untying the South from the 

US. The discourse also involved associating South with the evils of intolerance, bigotry, 

injustice, poverty, violence and racism. Consequently, these images of South have helped 

a lot in the construction of American national identity. In other words, adverse images 

contributed in the construction of dignified identity. On the other hand, the United State 

represented as contrary to the image linked to the South. 

The film Mississippi burning was examined in the background of internal 

orientalism. As it explored how the film utilized the terrible incident to generate the 

identity which focused on tolerance, freedom of expression and dignity of law and rights.  

Under the American identity and the othering of South region, The African Americans 

had accepted by the othering of the South region which was employed by the white 

Southern contingent to the extent how much the white southern had acquired the amount 

of US freedom of expression and speech. Therefore, it became evident that adverse image 

of the othered stated would have accompanied by the constructive image. The internal 

orientalism references regarding the south region identity were observed along the 

formation of American national identity.  Hence, the individual or single identity was 

unable to comprehend without acknowledging the other region.  
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The presentation concerning the image of both regions linked with internal 

orientalism was observed in several media generally, and cinema particularly. Since the 

pictures, movies and videos related with the formation of self and the development of 

discourse. It has been observed that in what way the Mississippi burning generated 

American and Southern identities via its plot and discussions or discourse.  

The Mississippi burning is based on the events where three works went missing 

and the two FBI agents visited Mississippi to investigate about the missing workers and 

focused on civil rights movement. The film theme revolved around the contrast or 

difference between America and the South where the South was presented as intolerant 

and violent. Likewise, the white southerners were shown as ignorant and unschooled 

whereas the Northerner were the people more focused on rights and justice. Through the 

characters played by both FBI agents, the distinction between races and the regions were 

evidently depicted which assisted in the making of an esteemed identity of Americans. As 

the FBI agent was seen emphasizing that Americans acknowledged their responsibility 

and duty of changing or altering the whole world for better development while the white 

southerners were the people who needed the assistance to attain the esteem role.  

The film received mixed reviews depending on the interpretation of audience and 

critics. The Mississippi was more than a narration. The film offered the audience to 

contribute in the construction of US identity by portraying the character of FBI agent 

Ward along the characteristics of South which were missing from the national identity. 

The identities have been generated through the discourse of internal orientalism as the 

traits presented in the film about both US and South identities were not inherent. 
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3.4 Political speeches and national identity construction 

De Cillia, Reisigl, and Wodak (1999) analyzed identity construction in discourse. 

The study focused on the topics, discursive strategies and linguistic devices used to 

construct national differences and sameness in Austria. The study analyzed 23 political 

commemorative speeches at the 50
th

 Anniversary of second Austrian Republic, political 

advertising through posters, slogans and direct mail, press articles, 7 group-discussions 

and 24 interviews  

The approach of discourse-historical analysis was utilized for analysis. The study 

found the traditional ideal-typical models of the Staatsnation and the Kulturnation 

unsuitable to depict a nation state. The study found influential role of both the state and 

culture in the construction of national identity. In unofficial and private discourse cultural 

concepts (mindset, character, behavioral outlooks, language, etc.) were more prominent. 

Thus, the study revealed that the distinction between the two concepts of nation can be 

understood in the most suitable way by revealing variances in national self-image within 

one nation state, i.e. differences between different political and ideological alignments 

and affiliations within the state.  

Coe and Neumann (2011) intended to study the formation of American national 

identity. The focus of the study was based on examining the president‘s speeches in the 

state of the union. The research was more concentrated on finding the role, the foreign 

citizens have performed in the formation of American national identity. The method of 

content analysis was used to analyze how the presidents have mentioned the leaders, 

citizens and army in their State of the Union speeches.  

For this research, the 69 addresses delivered from 1934 to 2008 in the State of the 

Union has been examined. The content analysis was aimed to examine the mention or 
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reference given about any foreign citizen including city, nation, individual and area. 

Among the 2600 indications about foreigners, merely 10% indications were omitted from 

the data as they were related to the past era. So, around 2330 indications were examined 

under different categories or classes. The classes include role in world order, tone, troops, 

citizens, exemplars and leaders. 

The results demonstrated that 71% indications were not about people. President‘s 

addresses were much focused on places rather than people. Since the speeches in the state 

of union were found giving references about foreign nations or places despite the persons 

belonged to those regions. The addresses emphasized on mentioning leaders (12% out of 

total foreign references), citizens (11%) followed by army (5%). Regarding the tone, 

leaders were mentioned in negative tone, whereas foreign citizens were given a positive 

tone and army was treated in a neutral manner. In terms of role in world order given by 

president in the discourse, the citizens were presented more as victims, the army and the 

citizens were more treated as participants respectively whereas the leaders were given the 

role of dissenters and participants equally. Moreover, the army was also specified for this 

role on 25%. Furthermore, it revealed that only one time the president mentioned the 

foreign citizen as an example.  

The results suggested that presidents hardly gave any reference to the people in 

their addresses. The speeches were more focused on discussing foreign leaders, citizens 

and army subsequently. The findings revealed that the presence of people from the 

president‘s discourse has diminished with the passage of time.  

3.5 Image of Pakistan in international media  

Iqbal and Zubair (2014) state that media portray such image of people and 

phenomenon which is not based on facts. The entire movement is done by following the 
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certain agenda established by those who influenced the media. It is observed that US 

media never encourage Pakistan and its army despite the latter undue support given to US 

army after 9/11.  

Their study aimed to analyze how the identity of Pakistan‘s Army is formed in the 

western media which includes both newsmagazines Time (US) and The Economist (UK). 

The method of discourse analysis is used to understand the fundamental messages and 

themes within the text. The corpus modus is employed to comprehend the articles in 

depth. The news articles published on both newsmagazines during the time frame of April 

2010 to April 2012 is compared. For the analysis, the main areas along sub-areas related 

to the categories were examined which included political, extremism, war on terror, 

economy, judiciary, corruption or exploitation and India as a threat. 

The findings of the study suggest that The Time magazine portrayed the identity 

of Pakistan army by considering the policies or ideology of US. As Time only focused on 

War on Terror though The Economist also constructed Pakistan Army similarly, but it 

also touched other issues including judiciary and memo gate scandal. It was also observed 

that the word failure signifying the Pakistan Army was employed 30 times by The Time 

magazine and 18 times by the Economist magazine respectively.  

Yousaf (2015) compared the image of Pakistan in the US and Chinese media in 

the wake of Pakistani military operation Zarb-e-Azab. The coverage of two largest news 

agency of both countries The Associated Press and the Xinhua news wire was examined 

for summer 2014 with reference to the ongoing Pakistani military operation. Two 

methods were used for this study, as content analysis particularly concentrated on 

coverage of both news agencies and interpretative analysis focused to determine the 

relationship emphasized in research question. To investigate the image of Pakistan in the 
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US and Chinese media, five frames in Pakistani perspective were created by following the 

framing theory: terror threat, economic significances, and domestic affairs, social and 

international matters. 

The results indicated that media of both countries is influenced by their policies 

and vested interests in the international media by following framing theory. The treatment 

given to Pakistan by US was evidently negative as US presented Pakistan a terror 

spreading country and conservative society in terms of rights of minorities, women and 

children whereas China was more focused on portraying Pakistan as a survivor to 

terrorism. It also suggested that the coverage of US news agency was entirely different 

from the China‘s news agency as the Associated Press was mainly more focused on 

presenting Pakistan as a terror threat state whereas the latter was inclined towards 

economic situations, domestic, social and international matters. Moreover, Xinhua news 

agency has presented Pakistan in a positive manner under the frame of economic 

significances and international affairs  

3.6 Pakistan’s national identity construction in Pakistani media 

Zubair (2012) drew upon the seminal works of Stuart Hall, Pennycook and 

Bhabha to analyze Pakistani identity construction in two Pakistani novels. First novel 

was authored by Mohsin Hamid titled ―The Reluctant Fundamentalist‖ and second by 

Bapsi Sidhwa entitled as ―An American Brat‖. The common concern in both novels 

related to transnational and transcultural struggles of identities of Pakistan diaspora in 

America. In both novels, the protagonist is in a quandary between two different 

nationalities Pakistani and American, two opposite cultures that results in fluctuating 

and split identities. Both heroes who travelled to US to pursue their American dream 

got confused between Pakistani and America identity and culture. The author 
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concluded that identity is a very fluid concept always changeable and never complete, 

and stuck between national and transnational flows. 

Kanwal (2005) explored the ways in which second generation Pakistani fiction 

writers disparage and reconstruct identities of Pakistani Muslims abroad as well as in 

their own country of origin. The author concluded that Pakistani fiction was in 

complete denial of Western rhetoric of Islam as terrorist religion. 

Mansoor (2012) examined the identity crisis and identity transformation in the 

protagonist of H. M. Naqvi‘s novel ―Home Boy‖ in the aftermath of 9/11. The 

exploration revealed identity of resistance at work out of a continuous process of conflict 

between the emerging Muslim religious identity as terrorists and globalization. The 

author analyzed the 5 stages of alterations in identity consciousness of a Muslim Pakistani 

from American identity to neutrality, from neutrality to identity of resistance based upon 

religion and from identity of resistance to terrorists‘ identity. 

3.6.1 Gender identity construction in Pakistan (media)  

Qadir and Riaz (2015) asserts that stereotypical gender identities are commonly 

found in patriarchal culture of Pakistan. In media, where language is used as means not 

only to display and preserve the patriarchal gender identities but also to reconstruct them. 

So, in the wake of increasing involvement of female politicians in the political talk shows 

on TV, the paper aims to determine how Pakistani female politicians present their 

gendered political identity and how male politicians response to their female identity. For 

this purpose, three political talk shows from three private Pakistani channels are taken to 

analyze the female identity construction through discourse analysis.  

The results of the data appeared in different categories involving direct, 

implicative, aggression, interruptions, directives, hedges, discussion time and humor, 
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sarcasm and satire. The findings indicated that the aggressive and straight forward 

attitude was observed among the male politicians invited to the talk shows. Similarly, a 

large sum of directives and interruptions were observed in the talk shows employed by 

male guests or representatives. Additionally, humor element was utilized by the male 

representatives to influence the whole situation. Hedges were mainly used by female 

politicians which suggested the lack of confidence on the part of female politicians. 

Likewise, the female representatives were given the less time than male politicians as the 

latter intrude the discussions to give their views.  

The findings predominantly indicated the submissive identity and attendance of 

the female politicians in the TV talk shows. The results found that male politicians 

controlled the talk shows as they were found more talkative and blunt than female 

politicians. It was noticeably realized that female politicians merely played the role of 

audiences on the talk shows as they were less questioned by the news anchor.  

It was also found that discourse had become a powerful instrument in the 

construction of gender identities as political talk shows provided another platform for 

male politicians to display and reconstruct their stereotypical identity through language. 

As the difference between the speech of male and female are widespread in nature in 

every field of life. 

Zubair (2006) analyzed young Pakistani women‘s construction of identities in 

relation to their ambition for higher education in English literature. Similarly, Zubair 

(2007) also analyzed women‘s talk about their selfhood while employing figurative 

language. 

Babar (2000) analyzed religio-military context of gender identity construction in 

Pakistan and India in 1999 when both countries conducted nuclear. This research 
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examined religious and military practices that reinforce the masculine notion of virtue and 

its consequence for women. During this time period, the researcher argued that aggressive 

peace (masculine) defeated passive peace (feminine) as a sign of weakness therefore, both 

nations supported nuclear deterrence instead of restraint or negotiation. An analysis of 

curriculum revealed that Islam and nationalism surface together as ideologies. The author 

discussed the use of Islam to legitimate martial law regimes in Pakistan by Ziaul Haq 

constructing Pakistan as ‗fortress of Islam (feminine) and soldiers are ‗mard-i-momin‘ 

(masculine) in state discourses. The military regimes necessarily built gender stereotypes 

that women need men to them during war and men need to prove their masculinity as 

fighters and supporters of nation. 

3.6.2 Sports and Pakistani national identity 

Farquharson and Marjoribanks (2006) have analyzed media discourses in 33 

Australian newspapers around race and nation in the context of sport. The study 

focused the Australian cricketer Lehmann and Pakistani cricketer Latif‘s case of racial 

vilification. Australian cricketer Darren Lehmann was suspended for racially vilifying 

the Sri Lankan team. In the other, Pakistani cricketer Rashid Latif was accused of 

racially vilifying an Australian cricketer. 

―In February 2003, Rashid Latif, a Pakistani cricketer, was reported for racial 

vilification of Australian cricketer Adam Gilchrist and calling him a ‗white cunt‘ 

during a one-day international in Johannesburg, South Africa. Unlike Lehmann, whose 

statement was clearly overheard by several people and who admitted to making the 

statement, Latif denied the charge and there was no clear audio evidence of the exact 

words he used in his confrontation with Gilchrist. Latif was cleared by the ICC match 

referee of a charge of racial vilification.‖ (p. 26)  
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The research found that newspaper discourses had these themes: a robust 

denunciation of ethnic or racial denigration; bad behavior; the white versus black split 

in world cricket; Lehmann as victim of reverse racism. The authors concluded that the 

discourses represent sport and representations of sport in the media as key sites for 

political and social struggles around race and nation. 

Burdsey (2010) analyzed experienced of British Muslims especially of South 

Asian origin from professional cricket in UK through in-depth interviews with 

cricketers including Pakistani Muslim players. Muslim cricketers focused the role of 

Islam in their sporting life and how they are discriminated and marginalized due to 

their identity. The cricketers faced some adverse situations and experiences especially 

in wake of London train bombings knows as 7/7 and broader socio-political 

environment. The players were discriminated and experienced prejudiced comments 

from spectators due to their Muslim and non-white identity. The players of Pakistani 

and Muslim origin also faced adverse comments like ‗bomber‘, ‗Bin Laden‘ and 

‗terrorists‘ in their encounters with others that hurt them as well. People point out their 

Muslim outlook and style. They also faced sub-cultural issues both on-field and off-

field.   

Malcolm, Bairner & Curry (2010) illustrate that the media represent Pakistani 

sporting issues in a stereotypical and hostile was as Islam and Muslims are stereotyped 

in international media in the post-9/11 context. The study analyzed British newspaper 

coverage of Bob Woolmer‘s death, Pakistan coach at the 2007 Cricket World Cup. The 

newspapers reproduced the same negative discourses about Pakistani cricket as Islam 

and Muslims in the western media based upon the Edward Said‘s conception of 

Orientalism. The authors argues that issue of Bob Woolmer‘s death was described as 

‗Woolmergate‘ resonating it with irrational and violent stereotypes of Islam as 
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opposed to the West. The overall coverage of the issue was extremely negative and 

antagonistic.  

3.6.3 Curriculum and Pakistani identity construction 

Durrani and Dunne (2010) analyzed the relationship among curriculum, 

conflict and identity construction of Pakistani primary school children. Through 

document analysis of curriculum taught in the Khyber Pakhtukhwa previously known 

as NWFP, class room activities and focus group session, the researchers have explored 

how Pakistani school children construct their national identities. The findings support 

an essentialist identity construction approach with the help of religion and curriculum 

students construct themselves as Muslim Pakistani self as opposed to non-Muslim 

others. The findings argue for negative implications of this Pakistani identity 

construction alarming for national integrity, nurturing intolerance, and gender 

discrimination.  

Qazi and Shah (2010) also concluded that in Pakistani textbooks Islam has 

been utilized as the primary technology to construct Pakistani national identity. 

Durrani (2013) conducted textual analysis of Pakistani curriculum/text books 

of social studies to investigate their role in construction of Pakistani identity. It was 

extended by an ethnographic study of students and teachers in four schools of 

Pakistani province Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The researcher found substantial evidence 

for her claim regarding education system and curriculum as a major site and source of 

promoting national identity. The author found that textbooks used Islam as the main 

signifier of Pakistani national identity. Pakistani textbooks also constructed Pakistani 

national identity in opposition to India as external other. The results of ethnographic 

analysis revealed that the students strictly held Islamic identity and identified India as 

other along with USA that had no mention in the textbooks. The researcher considered 
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other sources of information and ongoing war on terror as a contributor to this finding. 

The overall findings substantiate the role of education system in Pakistani national 

identity construction.  

3.7 National identity construction through “Self-othering”  

Self-Othering has been a recent concept based upon Edward Said‘s notion of 

‗orientalism‘ however, it emerges from the idea of Oriental self-othering that the 

Orient detaches itself from the Orient. The second dimension is Western self-othering 

in which Western self may detach itself from the Occident. However, a very few 

studies were found on this topic. 

Vanderhaeghen (2014) analyzed self-othering in Afrikaner identity 

construction in a South African daily newspaper Beeld. A quantitative content analysis 

and discourse analysis revealed that identity construction in newspaper represented this 

group as ‗marginalized‘ and later re-articulated as ‗innocent‘. It has been concluded 

that the Afrikaner self is sited in a way to the racial ―other‖ that these relations are 

antagonistic despite predominant discourses of reconciliation, while the intra-group 

construction of Afrikaners within the discursive space of Beeld is ―agonistic‖ that also 

reinforces the sense of an ethnic group identity over other identities. ―the utterance of 

Afrikaner innocence renders reconciliation with the ―other‖ of Apartheid redundant (as 

opposed to denied) as an element of identity because the rearticulated subject of 

reconciliation has been (self)absolved of guilt, leaving the historical (racial) victim 

―ungrieved‖ as the boundary of difference hardens into a frontier of antagonism.‖ (p. 2) 

Germana (2010) asserted that German thought and literature has derived a 

different idea of Orient in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century. The 

German authors and thinkers identified themselves with the Orient as victims of 
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British and French imperialism instead. They constructed Western imperial other 

against whom they were seeking to construct German national identity.  

Komel (2014) examined the video game ―Assassin‟s Creed‖ to analyze the 

orientalism and self-orientalism elements from the perspective of cultural studies. The 

researcher found that the Assassins were constructed as heroic protagonists of Western 

video game which are generally understood as forerunners of modern terrorism.  

 Jensen (2011) analyzed identity construction from the perspective of othering 

and agency. The researcher studied identity formation of ethnic minorities in Denmark. 

It has been argued that the agency of ethnic minorities leads to the concept of 

disidentification through the strategy of refusal as well as capitalizing on being framed 

as other. 

No doubt a vast reservoir of literature is available on identity construction from 

diverse perspectives. Form production and framing to reception and construction of 

identity, a large number of studies have addressed questions on identity construction 

processes. A variety of theoretical perspectives have also been utilized to analyze the 

phenomenon of identity construction. In Pakistan, many researchers as indicated in the 

literature have also worked on identity construction in different fields of study from their 

own standpoints. However, little research has been found on role of mass media in 

framing Pakistani national identity. Therefore, present study is a departure point from the 

partially relevant literature in the manner that it takes into account the visual 

communication and newspapers to analyze framing of Pakistan‘s national identity. Most 

of the past research has utilized social identity theory from the perspective of ‗Othering‘. 

A major contribution of present study would be analyzing social identity theory from the 

perspective of ‗self-othering‘ in the Pakistani media. The concept has deep relevance to 

the post 9/11 scenario of terrorism.  
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3.8 Research Questions 

RQ 1: How news stories comparatively position Pakistani positive-self in media 

discourse in relation to India? 

RQ 2: How news stories position Pakistani positive-self in media discourse with regard 

to USA? 

RQ 3: How news stories comparatively position Pakistani positive-self in media 

discourse with regard to Afghanistan? 

RQ 4: How Pakistani press promotes themes of banal nationalist symbols to construct 

positive identity of Pakistan? 

3.9 Hypotheses 

Hypothesis 1(a): There is a significant difference between political news in Pakistani 

press that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Political development) in the 

country and negative national self-identity valence (Political crises and hate speech). 

Hypothesis 1(b): There is a significant difference between news stories about 

economy that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Economic development 

in Pakistan) and negative national self-identity valence (Economic crises in Pakistan). 

Hypothesis 1(c): There is a significant difference between news stories about 

education that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Educational 

development) in the country and negative national self-identity valence (Illiteracy). 

Hypothesis 1(d): There is a significant difference between news stories about health 

issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Health facilities) in the 

country and negative national self-identity valence (Diseases, malnutrition). 
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Hypothesis 1(e): There is a significant difference between news stories about judicial 

issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Justice) in the country and 

negative national self-identity valence (Injustice and judicial crisis). 

Hypothesis 1(f): There is a significant difference between news stories about security 

issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Security & Military 

competence) in the country and negative national self-identity valence (Terrorist 

attacks). 

Hypothesis 1(g): There is a significant difference between news stories about 

minorities‘ issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Minorities‘ 

rights and freedom) in the country and negative national self-identity valence 

(Violations of minorities‘ rights). 

Hypothesis 1(h): There is a significant difference between news stories about culture, 

heritage and arts that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Rich culture & 

heritage) in the country than negative national self-identity valence (Ruined heritage). 

Hypothesis 1(i): There is a significant difference between news stories about national 

unity that focus on positive national self-identity valence (National Harmony) in the 

country and negative national self-identity valence (National Conflicts). 

Hypothesis 2(a): There is a significant difference between news stories about positive 

national self-identity and constructing India as negative other. 

Hypothesis 2(b): There is a significant difference between news stories about positive 

national self-identity and constructing USA as negative other. 

Hypothesis 2(c): There is a significant difference between news stories about positive 

national self-identity than constructing Afghanistan as negative other. 
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Hypothesis 3(a): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to politics. 

Hypothesis 3(b): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to economy. 

Hypothesis 3(c): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to education. 

Hypothesis 3 (d): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to health issues. 

Hypothesis 3(e): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to judicial issues. 

Hypothesis 3(f): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to security issues. 

Hypothesis 3(g): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to minorities in Pakistan. 

Hypothesis 3(h): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to culture and heritage in Pakistan. 

Hypothesis 3(i): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to national unity. 

Hypothesis 4 (a): Positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to India is associated with the language of the press. 

Hypothesis 4 (b): Positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to USA is associated with the language of the press. 
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Hypothesis 4 (c): Positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to Afghanistan is associated with the language of the press. 

Hypothesis 5: There is an association between the form of government (Army Regime 

and democracy) and the frame tone of news stories on each topic.  
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CHAPTER 4 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Theory and research are indispensable for each other. Theoretical knowledge 

often makes available tools of research and strong foundation for the researcher. It helps 

in knowledge production by acceptance, rejection, or modification of existing theoretical 

perspectives in light of research findings.  

The theoretical framework utilized for this study is based on the guideline 

followed through the literature review and judgment of the researcher.  This includes 

theory of framing from Mass Communication and social identity theory from Sociology. 

4.1 Framing Theory 

The theory of framing is relevant to the widely utilized agenda-setting practice in 

mass communication. Robert Entman (1993) describes framing as ―the process of culling 

a few elements of perceived reality and assembling a narrative that highlights connections 

among them to promote a particular interpretation.‖ A frame is created to determine 

features of apparent facts and present those facts in a prominent or noticeable way in the 

media. ―By virtue of emphasizing some elements of a topic above others, a frame 

provides a way to understand an event or issue‖ (Vreese, 2005: 53). The purpose is to 

encourage preferable understanding of a specific dimension of an issue, analysis, 

fundamental explanation, and suggestions provided for the audience. The framing denotes 

that media put emphasis on certain activities or issues and then frame them within the 

media discourse. The theory elaborates that in what manner any news story or item is 

presented to the viewers, affects their perceptions which are subject to their process of 

interpretation. Frames are bound to affect the interpretation and perception of the viewers 

that leads to the formation of second level agenda setting. Media help in forming public 
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opinion by framing happenings, problems and activities in a specific way as the people 

use the media on daily basis to get the news. The communication process is not stationary 

but an active mechanism concerning constant process of frame-setting and frame 

building.  

Pan and Kosicki (1993) have identified four basic structural dimensions of news 

stories: (1) syntactic structures, the way words or phrases are placed; (2) script structures, 

perceived newsworthiness of the event; (3) thematic structures is the use of causal 

statements to focus blame; and (4) rhetorical structures are the stylistic choices made by 

the journalists. Gitlin (cited in Vliegenthart & Zoonen, 2011) defined frames as 

‗principles of selection, emphasis and presentation composed of little tacit theories about 

what exists, what happens, and what matters‘.  

According to Fairhurst and Sarr (1996) the art of farming revolves around 3 

elements such as language, thought and forethought. The language helps to comprehend 

as it leads people to concentrate on the features, giving them order and regain information 

or data when required. The thoughts help in analyzing the models and schemes that 

support the manner in which frames are selected. The forethought suggests how to 

exercise the degree of control over the unprompted communication process as mainly the 

tasks of communication happens unplanned.  

Furthermore, the skill of framing identifies the language techniques such as 

Metaphor, stories, jargons, tradition, contrast and spin. Metaphor helps to frame an 

abstract idea by drawing a contrast of the object. Stories can frame a subject in an intense 

way. Tradition frames the culture in a light manner. Slogans frame the issue or theme 

with attractive idioms to make it more catchy and interesting. Contrast defines the topic 

http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Vliegenthart%2C+Rens
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by comparing it with other topics. Spin is framing an idea to present a worthy decision 

which may be having some kind of bias or prejudice in it. 

Vliegenthart & Zoonen (2011) suggest that a relationship exists between the news 

frames and viewer‘s frames as a result of joint mechanisms of cooperation. These 

concepts fully utilize the procedures that are relevant to the news construction and 

interpretations. The emerging paradigm of mass media effects argues that media 

‗construct‘ social formations and history itself by framing images of reality in fiction as 

well in news in a predictable and organized manner. (McQuail, 1998) 

Present study intends to analyze framing of national identity from constructivist 

perspective as a symbolic media practice. Framing constitutes one of the factors that 

affect the social construction of reality in news media. (Scheufele, 1999; McQuail, 1994) 

Journalistic frames work as cognitive schemata used to simplify, rank and organize the 

narrative flow of event in the media texts. Frames emerge from the key words used in the 

journalistic texts, metaphors, concepts, themes, symbols, and visual images prominently 

displayed in the news narrative. 

4.2 Social identity theory 

The second theoretical approach utilized in this research is social identity theory 

that deals with the second approach of this study i.e. construction of Pakistani national 

identity in comparison to ‗other‘ countries. The basic idea of social identity theory is that 

the social category (e.g. nationality, political association, and sports team) into which an 

individual is categorized, or feels one‘s belonging to, provides a definition of who he is in 

terms of defining characteristics of that category. Membership of a social or cultural 

group or a nation is characterized in the mind of an individual as social identity, which 

helps prescribe one‘s traits as a member of that social group. It defines the way one 

http://journals.sagepub.com/author/Vliegenthart%2C+Rens
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should think, feel, and behave like. When social identity becomes the salient source of 

self-perception it develops an in-group and out-group stereotype.  

Social identity theory summons two fundamental cognitive processes: self-

categorization (theory) and self-enhancement. Firstly, the categorization refines 

intergroup margins. It yields group distinctive stereotypes and normative discernments to 

allocate individuals to contextually related category. Self enhancement undertakes that 

every individual has a basic requirement to visualize and portray themselves in an 

affirmative manner in relation to relevant others. Categorization of self as in-group or out-

group defines people‘s social identity.  

4.2.1 National Identity and self-categorization 

Hogg and Abrams (1988 as cited in Billig, 1995) explained three dimensions of 

group identifications. Initially, members segment themselves by maintaining their 

difference from the out-group. Secondly, the members create in-group stereotypes. Lastly, 

they allocate the stereotype values to the in-groups and while so doing, the group actions 

are proved as good actions. That is how this theory connects self-identification to 

stereotyping.  

The in-groups distinguish themselves from out-groups on the basis of national, 

religious, gender based, class based and education-based differences. The self-

categorization assumption of national identity theory includes varied methods of 

representing their nation to the world. A nations can yield pleasing stereotypes of 

themselves and belittling stereotypes of those other nations, with which they compare 

themselves. The dimensions on which nations pride their own qualities, will be accorded 

extra importance. The pleasurable stereotypes projected by the in-group about itself, and 

the unappealing ones about out-groups, help maintain the positive national-identity. 
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4.2.2 Imagining 'Us' as the National Community 

The national identity construction also addresses how the national 'we' is 

constructed and what is meant by such construction. The nation is defined as an entity 

with its own identity. Anderson emphasized that the nation is to be imagined as a 

distinctive unit in terms of time and space. It is imagined as a community stretching 

through time, with its own past and own future destiny; it is imagined across space, 

embracing the inhabitants of a particular territory. The temporal dimension ensures that 

all nations maintain a sense of their own history, which is no one else's. It is no 

coincidence that the emergence of nation-states has typically been accompanied by the 

creation of national histories. Because nations not only have to be imagined, but also have 

to create their own histories, or interpretations of themselves, Edward Said (1983) 

reiterated that they are 'interpretive communities' as well as imagined ones. National 

histories tell of a people passing through time - 'our' people, with 'our' ways of life, and 

'our' culture. Stereotypes of character and temperament can be mobilized to tell the tale of 

'our' uniqueness and 'our' common fate 

―Themes of uniqueness can be readily mobilized and should an 'alien'  'our' 

identity be imagined. Stereotypes of character, identity and history are summoned with 

ease. No details had to be specified, nor argument advanced. If 'we' are to imagine 

'ourselves' as unique, 'we' need a name to do so. As Tajfel's Social Identity Theory 

emphasized, 'we' must classify 'ourselves' with a distinguishing marker, so that can say 

'we' are 'French', or 'Pakistani' or 'Turkish'. The category not only categorizes and 

demarcates 'us' as 'us' - but tit also categorizes us as a national. In declaring the 

uniqueness of 'our' nation, 'we' are not just talking of 'our' own attributes but it also how 

we are different from other nations.‖ (Billig, 1995: 68) 
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In the modern nationalist conceptualization, one national territory is unique and 

does not fall in to another. Nations stop and start sharply at established borders. German 

word for homeland 'Heimat' expresses "a prime symbol of the nation". In this sense, the 

homeland is imagined as a unity. The images of the distant landscape and majestic 

buildings of the city are used as stereotypically national images.  

Henri Tajfel (1981 cited in Huddy, 2001) also emphasizes that there can be no 'us' 

without a 'them''. What we' are", indicates who 'we' are not. The national community can 

only be imagined by also differentiating communities of foreigners or others. The concept 

of 'ethnocentrism' is defined as "each group‘s nourishment of its own pride and vanity, 

boasting of itself superiority, exalting their own theologies and looking with contempt on 

outsiders". It also means that "each group thinks its own style of folkways that are the 

only right ones. In adoring themselves, nationalists disparage ‗other‘ nations. (Billig, 

1995) 

Social psychologists often undertake that narrow, chauvinistic thinking is 

determined by the use of stereotypes. Stereotypes are shared, cultural descriptions of 

social groups. Stereotypes are often means of distinguishing 'them' from 'us', thereby 

contributing to 'our' claims of a unique identity. In Western democracies, 'our' tolerance is 

much praised by 'ourselves'. In Europe, when arguing for immigration restrictions, 

journalists and politicians cite 'our' tolerance differentiated from 'their' intolerance in the 

discourse, as a reason for excluding 'them', the foreigners.  

Framing theory is relevant and applicable to this study in order to determine the 

themes of news stories and pictures relevant to positive and negative self-representation. 

It will help elaborate which frame tones positive or negative were made more salient. On 

the other hand, the researcher assumes that for analyzing framing of national identity in 
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the media, social identity theory provides a framework to explore latent discourses about 

‗our‘ nation and how ‗our‘ nation is different, good and better than the ‗others‘. This 

concept has been elaborated by Ruth Wodak (2004) also in her framework of linguistic 

analysis and Van Dijk‘s (2001) discourse analysis as positive-self and negative other 

representation in the media while constructing national self and identity.  

The social identity theory has traditionally been utilized to analyze the ‗othering‘ 

process. This study intends to apply this theory with an emerging perspective of ‗self-

othering‘ in the post 9/11 scenario with reference to role of media in identity construction.  
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CHAPTER 5 

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

This study employs quantitative and qualitative content analysis of news stories, 

and pictures published in Pakistani newspapers to analyze the framing of national 

identity. It also includes semiotic analysis of selected pictures representative of main 

topics/frames defined for this research. Lastly, discourse analysis of selected news items 

is conducted to analyze construction of Pakistan‘s national identity in media discourse 

and positioning Pakistan in relation to India, USA, and Afghanistan. Utilizing both 

quantitative and qualitative approaches would help maximize the extent of generalization 

and minimize limitations of each methodology.   

5.1 Quantitative Content Analysis (News Stories) 

 The first part is based on quantitative content analysis of news stories. 

5.1.1 Universe 

The study considers Pakistani print media as universe of this study and selected 

four mainstream and highly circulated newspapers for analysis, Daily Dawn and The 

News from English press and Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt from Urdu press. 

From English press, Daily Dawn and Daily The News are selected due to their 

wide readership, and high circulation. Daily Dawn is one of the oldest, reputed, and 

influential newspaper in English press read by majority of policy makers and officials. It 

has often been referred to in the international media while discussing issues related to 

Pakistan. The News belongs to the Jang Group of newspaper and have high circulation. It 

is a leading English daily and popular too. 
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From Urdu press, Daily Jang and Nawa-i-Waqt are selected. Jang claims to be the 

most popular newspaper of Pakistan and have the highest circulation on its flag. Whereas 

Nawa-i-Waqt is also one of the oldest newspaper of Pakistan published since 1940. 

Nawa-i-Waqt is also an ideological newspaper with strong support to Pakistan‘s ideology 

and two-nation theory. Overall, all the selected newspapers are mainstream Pakistani 

newspapers having nation-wide circulation.  

Time duration selected for the research is defined as post twin tower attack known 

as 9/11 from year 2001 till 2015. The researcher selected this time to analyze the framing 

of our national identity in 21
st
 century and in the contemporary era.  

5.1.2 Sampling 

Present research employs systematic sampling technique to obtain sample of the 

study. The time period selected for the study is 15 years from 2001-2015. To get the 

spread of data across these 15 years, alternate years were selected that included the 

following eight years: 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, and 2015. Through 

Systematic sampling technique, the researcher decided to keep an interval of 3 months 

and selected every 4
th

 month of the year that make up April, August, and December as the 

sample months.  

After selection of 3 months systematically from each selected year, one composite 

week was selected from each month. First week of first selected month April (from April 

1-April 7), second week of second selected month August (August 8-August 14), and 

third week of third selected month of December (December 15-December 21) made up 

the sample of for the study.  
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  The final sample consisted of 21 days per year that sums 84 issues of selected 4 

newspaper and 672 in total. Due to non-publication of newspapers of public holidays 

during the selected period a total of 633 newspapers were selected for analysis. 

This research focuses on the news stories published on the front page, back page, 

metropolitan pages during the selected time period. A newspaper reader usually starts 

reading the newspaper from the front page and then goes to the back page since the most 

important news stories are placed here. Therefore, these news pages are selected due to 

their higher readership, placement of important news stories and their impact. 

5.1.3 Conceptualization of national identity 

Huntington (2004 cited in Coe & Neuman, 2011) states that national identity is an 

answer to a deceptive question: Who we are? While answering this tricky question we 

actually define our collective characteristics as a nation. 

National identity is defining attributes of a nation and nationalist reinterpretations 

of identity are created through communication of shared history and culture, national 

language, and national character (Huddy & Khatib, 2007; Dhoest, 2003). Coe & Neuman 

(2011) concluded that studies of the discursive construction of American national identity 

have adopted two main approaches: Representations of America alone, or looking abroad 

to analyze how America is represented in relation to often an evil, ―other.‖ 

Based upon above defining criterion present study has conceptualized national 

identity as national self-image, national character, and defining attributes of Pakistani 

nation in the print media. National identity includes ways of conceiving of 'us, the nation', 

which is said to have its unique identity, it also involves conceiving of 'them, the - 

foreigners', from whom 'we' identify 'ourselves' as different (Billig, 1995). Based on this 
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assumption it is also analyzed how Pakistani self is presented in relation to ―other‖ 

countries in Pakistani press.  

This research has conceptualized national identity construction in media as 

framing the positive self-image as a nation alone based upon how Pakistan is defined in 

terms of its national characteristics and attributes in the media as to what kind of a nation 

we are. Second dimension is framing and highlighting positive national self-image in 

comparison to ―other‖ countries including India, USA, and Afghanistan in the Pakistani 

newspapers. 

5.1.4 Variable 

 Topics/Frames 

 Frame valence/tone (Positive or Negative) 

 Language of newspaper (English or Urdu) 

 Type of rule in the country (Democratic or Army Rule) 

5.1.5 Topics/Frames 

There are two sets of topics/frames to analyze national identity. First set of frames 

are to analyze positive self-representation of Pakistan. Second set of frames include the 

other dimension of identity that is positive self-representation in comparison to negative-

other representation.  

Following are the first set of topics/frames (Positive-self representation) drawn 

from the vision of father of the nation Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah discussed in 

the introduction.  
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 Politics in Pakistan 

 Economy of Pakistan 

 Education in Pakistan 

 Health issues in Pakistan 

 Justice and judicial issues in Pakistan 

 Pakistan‘s security and military competence 

 Treatment of indigenous minorities  

 National culture and arts 

 National unity 

The second set of topics/frames to analyze positive-self representation in comparison to 

negative-other representation include the three of the following: 

 Positive self-representation in comparison to India 

 Positive self-representation in comparison to USA 

 Positive self-representation in comparison to Afghanistan 

5.1.6 Operationalization of Valence/Tone as Variable 

Construction of national identity in the press is gauged through analyzing 

valence/tone used to represent Pakistan and its public in various fields of life. Valence has 

been conceptualized further according to the dichotomous nature of national identity 

construction; Positive and negative valence of national identity.  

5.1.7 Conceptualization of positive (self) national identity 

Positive national identity implies positive framing and self-representation of 

Pakistan as conceptualized by Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah as a democratic, 

politically active, economically stable, culturally rich country, and where minorities enjoy 

their due rights.  It also follows Quaid-i-Azam‘s conceptualization of Pakistani nation as 
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brave, hard-working, united, tolerant, moderate, well-educated and patriotic nation 

represented in the news stories published in the newspapers. 

5.1.8 Conceptualization of negative (self) national identity 

Negative identity is conceptualized as negative self-representation and framing by 

focusing Pakistan as politically backward, corrupt, undemocratic, insecure, economically 

unstable country, and portraying Pakistani public as violent, aggressive, uneducated 

masses, emotional, and intolerant in news stories and pictures. Pakistan described in the 

news stories as a country where minority rights are violated and law and order situation is 

always alarming is conceptualized as framing negative identity. 

5.1.9 Operationalization of valence/tone of Set-I (Positive Self-representation) 

 Each of the above mentioned category is operationalized on both dimensions and 

valence of positive identity and negative identity. In case of any news story having both 

negative and positive perspectives, it has been decided through the headline of that news 

story about its tilt. In case of a neutral headline, total number of paragraphs were counted 

and also how many carry negative approach and how many of them are of positive stance. 

Then the dominant theme was determined to categorize the news story as positive or 

negative.  

5.1.9.1  Politics  

Positive valence of identity with reference to politics in Pakistan means framing 

Pakistan as a democratic and politically developed nation in news stories published in the 

newspapers. The indicators of positive political identity include democracy, timely 

elections, empowerment, political meetings and activities, processions. For example, 

―Scrutiny of 8000 nomination papers completed. Prominent politicians contesting from 
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more than on constituency.‖ Nawa-i-Waqt (2013, April 4). Such news stories are coded as 

framing positive identity of Pakistan. 

―This is the first time in the electoral history of the country that run-off elections 

are being held as no panels could secure more than 50% mandatory votes.‖  These news 

stories with positive frames are operationalized as constructing a positive image of 

politics in Pakistan.  

  Negative valence of political identity means focusing on political crises more than 

political development in the news stories. The indicators include dictatorship or army 

regime as a form of government in Pakistan, political unrest, political agitation, corrupt 

politicians, and public dissatisfaction with govt. policies. News stories depicting political 

crisis are coded as negative valence of politics in Pakistan. For example, ―Nawaz Sharif 

and Shahbaz Sharif are both defaulters and convicted. NAB sent objection to Election 

Commission.‖ Published in Daily Jang (2013, April 5) and ―Democracy in Pakistan 

comes like film intervals‖ frames negative image of Pakistani politics. ―The MMA is all 

set to launch its anti-government movement‖. (Dawn, December 18, 2003) 

“Tehreek-e-Insaf ki Aamad per Hukoomati aur opposition arkaan ka hangama” 

(Nawa-i-Waqt April 7, 2015). (English Translation: Govt. and opposition protest against 

the arrival of Justice Movement‘s members in the Parliament.) Neutral category includes 

only reports of political events or meetings without having any description of positive or 

negative attributes of politics or politicians in Pakistan.   

           Publication of political statements have been observed as a distinctive feature of 

Pakistani Urdu Press. Urdu Journalism is often termed as Statement Journalism in 

Pakistan by various academicians and analysts. Since majority of news related to Politics 

are in the form of politician‘s statements therefore, political statements regarding politics 
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in Pakistan were also coded as positive and negative. Positive political statement included 

praise of political system and politicians. While negative political statements were coded 

as hate speech and indicating political crisis thus creating a negative political identity. 

            Positive political statements like ―Political parties should contribute to the success 

of grass root empowerment, Musharraf‖ (Jang 2005, December 5) are coded as framing 

positive identity. On the other hand, political statements like ―PML always left country in 

crisis: Zardari‖ were coded as negative. Similarly, ―political leaders in Pakistan have 

given nothing to the masses except unemployment, inflation, and disturbed law and order, 

Munawwar Hasan‖ (Nawa-i-Waqt, April 4, 2013) indicate political blame game and hate 

speech that constructs negative political identity of Pakistan. 

5.1.9.2  Economy  

Positive valence of development issues includes news focusing stability and 

growth in economy, agricultural development, and infrastructural development. News 

stories regarding increased economic activities in the country, agriculture and building 

infrastructure are counted as positive image of economy indicating development ―Govt. 

gives subsidy on fertilizer to relieve farmers‖ indicates a positive sign in terms of 

economic issues. 

Negative valence is highlighting unemployment, inflation, foreign debts, poor 

infrastructure, and decline in agricultural production. ―Mulki Maeeshat Makhdoosh hai. 

Baishtar Ahdaaf haasil nahi ho sakain gey. Mehngaaee 12.5% rahay gi. Budget ka 

khasara 6.6% raha, hadaf 4.0% tha.‖ State Bank (The country‘s economy is not in a 

good condition. Most of the targets are not achieved. Inflation was 12.5% and budget 

deficit remained 6.6% whereas the target was 4.0%)  
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5.1.9.3  Education 

Positive valence of issues related to education include news about educational 

facilities and achievements like ―Primary education project records success‖ is coded as 

positive. On the other side, news stories highlighting problems in educations sector and 

other failures indicate negative frames. For example, ―Failure to launch schools after 

earthquake‖ blames government inefficiency and problem of education sector in Pakistan. 

―4701 classes in open air in Rahim Yar Khan‖ (Dawn) identifies lack of facilities and 

constructs negative image. 

5.1.9.4  Health 

News stories regarding availability of health facilities and health campaigns 

including polio vaccination campaigns are coded as positive whereas news stories 

concerning lack of health facilities in hospitals, malnutrition, and other health related 

problems are coded as negative framing and construction of negative identity. 

5.1.9.5  Judiciary and judicial issues 

This category includes news stories regarding justice and judicial issues in 

Pakistan. Positive valence means news stories highlighting efficiency of judicial system 

and supremacy of judiciary as a key social institution in Pakistan. On the other hand, 

negative framing includes news stories concerning judicial crisis and delayed justice.   

5.1.9.6  Pakistan’s national security and military competence 

In this category, framing of positive identity is elaborated if news stories depict 

strong security measures against terrorism in Pakistan; Pakistan Army‘s engagement in 

war against terrorism; Pakistani forces ceasing terrorists‘ infiltration on its borders; and 

successful military operations. Similarly, news stories highlighting military competence 



73 

 

and praise of Army were also coded as positive. ―Pakistan conducted a successful test of 

Ballistic Missile Hataf-II.‖  On the other hand, news stories with negative valence 

concerning security failure, terrorist attacks killing people and damaging property in the 

country build a negative image of law and order situation and indicates weak security. 

Thus it builds Pakistan‘s image as insecure country.  

5.1.9.7  Treatment of indigenous minorities 

This topic caters to positive national identity where minorities are depicted as 

enjoying their religious and other right and living a normal life like other citizens of the 

country. For instance ―First Pakistani Sikh Harcharan Singh has been commissioned in 

Pakistan Army‖ (Dawn, 2001 December 9). Mostly news stories in this category relate to 

minorities celebrating their religious and cultural festivals. Negative category includes 

those news stories that depict violation of minorities‘ rights in Pakistan. 

5.1.9.8  Culture and Arts 

News stories illustrating rich national culture and heritage, promoting national 

language, cultural norms, national monuments and buildings, cultural celebrations, art 

exhibitions and festivals fall in the category of positive identity. For instance, ―Photo 

exhibition on rural life in Pakistan.‖ Negative category includes any news about national 

culture or language like ―Imparting education in Urdu language is wastage of time, 

Jahangir Ashraf Qazi.‖ (Nawa-i-Waqt, August 10, 2007) 

5.1.9.9  National Unity 

News stories promoting national consensus and unity on national issues like 

National Finance Commission Award (NFC), construction of dams, US drone attacks etc. 

are categorized as positive whereas news depicting national conflicts on these issues are 

coded as negative. For example, Sarhad and Balochistan showed support for construction 
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of Kala Bagh Dam. (Aug 9, 2003) is coded as promoting national unity. Whereas ―The 

construction of Kala Bagh Dam will never be allowed as it is a matter of life and death 

for Pakhtoons, Asfandyar Wali‖ is coded as negative promoting conflict on a national 

issue of water reservoirs and dams construction. 

5.1.10 Operationalization of categories Set-II (Positive Self-representation in 

comparison to negative-other representation) 

Most of the past research on identity construction has employed this criterion of 

constructing positive self through othering process. Other is often the negative entity 

helping to highlight the positive self in a comparison of being good and bad; inferior and 

superior; us and other. Constructing the positive self also caters to the creation of a nation 

and its common enemy that is a technique of identity construction in media world over. In 

the present study, news stories and pictures are analyzed from this frame as to how press 

portrayed Pakistan positively in comparison to India, USA, and Afghanistan especially 

after 9/11.   

5.1.10.1 Positive self-representation in comparison to India 

Framing Pakistan as a peaceful country, facilitating dialogue with India to resolve 

conflicts, and being a good neighbor in comparison to India is another dimension of 

positive self-representation. ―The president had expressed his readiness to discuss all 

other outstanding issues with India.‖  

On the other side, framing India as evil other by focusing on Indian forces 

violations of human rights in Kashmir and other Indian states falls in the category of 

negative Other-representation. India described as hostile and supporting terrorism in 

Pakistan; violating ceasefire agreement and firing at Line of Control (LOC) between 

Azad and Occupied Kashmir. Shiv Sena destroyed the pitch prepared for cricket match 
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between Pakistan and India in Agra. (Nawa-i-Waqt, December 19, 2003) ―Indian forces 

have continued terror campaign shooting at unarmed civilian protestors and even at 

Muharram procession.‖ Lexical choices like ―Rascals of Congress attacked Pakistan‘s 

High Commission in Delhi‖ (Nawa-i-Waqt, August 2013) confirm the construction of evil 

other. 

5.1.10.2 Positive self-representation in comparison to US 

Positive self-representation means portraying self as positive while belittling the Other. 

Pakistani press portraying Pakistan‘s positive self as an ally of US in the war against 

terror; extending help to US authorities in combating terrorism; Pakistan‗s help in 

exchanging intelligence and investigating terrorism cases. For instance, following Dawn‘s 

news story ―Pakistani investigators assisted by FBI agents have begun interrogating 

suspected Al Qaeda and Taliban members arrested during raids involving US law 

enforcement officers last week. We keep sharing information with FBI agents‖ senior 

Interior Ministry official Brigadier Javed Iqbal Cheema‖ (Dawn, December 21, 2001) 

shows that Pakistan is positively contributing and assisting US in war against terrorism. 

On the other hand, news stories and pictures highlighting US forces violations and attacks 

on Pakistani check posts on Pak-Afghan border and US drone attacks as a threat to 

Pakistan‘s sovereignty is conceptualized as constructing US as Other. ―5 killed in US 

drone attack‖ 

5.1.10.3 Positive self-representation in comparison to Afghanistan 

News stories that describe Pakistan‘s efforts to bring peace in Afghanistan and 

helping Afghan refugees in Pakistan present a positive self of Pakistan in comparison to 

Afghanistan. ―Pakistan wants sovereign, peaceful, and strong Afghanistan, Musharraf‖. 
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Pakistan army‘s engagement on the Afghan border to stop terrorists‘ infiltration is also 

considered as positive. 

On the other hand, news stories that address the issues of terrorist infiltration from 

Afghanistan to Pakistan, Afghan forces‘ attacks on Pakistani check posts violating 

international laws construct the negative other. Pak-Afghan border: Firing from Afghan 

forces on Pakistani check post. Pakistan didn‘t respond. (Dawn, August 13, 2003) 

5.1.11 Language of newspaper  

Third variable of this study of language of the newspaper. A comparison was carried out 

between English and Urdu language press to identify how these news stories with 

different valence and tone are distributed across different newspapers from English and 

Urdu press in Pakistan.  

5.1.12 Type of rule in the country 

Type of rule in Pakistan is the fourth variable of this study. Across the selected 15 years, 

Pakistan experienced both army and democratic rule. From 2001 till 2008, Army Chief 

General Pervez Musharraf ruled the country. After elections in 2008, democratic 

government came into power from 2008 till 2015. A comparison is also done to identify if 

there are any differences in the framing of positive self of Pakistan in two different types 

of rule/government and how the news stories with different frames and valence were 

distributed across different government rule in the country the democratic and army rule.  

5.1.13 Coding and reliability 

The categorization system needs to be reliable while different coders should reach 

a consensus in great majority about a specific category for each unit of analysis. This 

consensus is usually quantified during analysis and it is labeled as inter-coder reliability.  
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In quantitative content analysis more than 7000 news stories are coded in various 

categories. After defining coding boundaries, two coders were trained to classify the news 

stories. Coding sheets were explained before they were given to both coder to classify the 

news story in an appropriate category. The inter coder reliability was checked for 200 

news stories, 50 from each newspaper (Krippendorf Alpha 0.808)  

5.1.14 Statistical Analysis 

The researcher used Statistical Package for Social Sciences to enter quantitative 

data of news stories, tabulate and run statistical analysis to test hypothesis. For 

quantitative data analysis of news stories non-parametric test of Chi-Square goodness of 

fit was run to statistically test the differences between the frame tone/valence. Chi-Square 

test of association was used to statistically analyze association between frame valence and 

language of the newspaper and type of rule in Pakistan. The data has been presented 

through contingency tables. 

5.2 Quantitative Visual Content Analysis 

Quantitative visual content analysis (Bell, 2001) was conducted to quantify 

pictures that accompany the news stories. Universe, sampling, and topics/frames for the 

visual content analysis were the same as have been done for quantitative content analysis 

of news stories. The pictures were selected purposively.  

Unit of analysis was each picture published in the newspaper on the front, back 

and metropolitan page. Each photograph was coded in initially devised nine topics/frames 

for content analysis. However, certain other topics emerged and added during the coding 

process. Overall 3033 pictures were coded for visual quantitative analysis 1287 from 

English press and 1746 picture from Urdu press. The researcher coded pictures in nine 

pre-defined topics/frames, however, during data collection, 11 other topics/frames 
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emerged from the data and they were added in visual content analysis for positive 

identity. 

5.2.1 Topics/Frames for visual content analysis 

 Politics in Pakistan 

 Economy of Pakistan 

 Education in Pakistan 

 Health issues in Pakistan 

 Justice and judicial issues in Pakistan 

 Pakistan‘s security and military competence 

 Treatment of indigenous minorities  

 National culture and arts 

 National unity 

5.2.2.1  Positive Valence/Tone 

The pictures published in the English and Urdu press were coded according to their 

valence or tone in the following positive categories: 

 Political development 

 Economic stability 

 Infrastructural development 

 Justice 

 Educational activities and facilities 

 Health facilities 

 Strong national security system 

 Minority rights 

 Rich culture and traditions 
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 Beauty of landscape 

 Environmental protection 

 Celebrations 

 Women empowerment 

 Extending international cooperation 

 National heroes and achievements 

 Pakistan‘s soft image 

 Pakistani people as patriotic 

 Pakistani people as hard working 

 Pakistani people as helpful to others 

 Pakistani people as sports loving 

5.2.2.2  Negative Valence/Tone  

On the other hand, 13 categories emerged from data indicating negative valence 

including 

 Political protests and sit-in 

 Economic crisis 

 Poverty  

 Poor infrastructure 

 Environmental degradation  

 Diseases or poor health facilities 

 Insecurity and terrorism 

 Injustice  

 Minorities‘ rights violations 

 Social evils 

 Ruined landscape 
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 Pakistani people as protesters 

 Pakistani people as victims of offensive acts 

 Pakistani people as violators of laws and rules 

5.2.3 Operationalization of positive valence of topics/frames for pictures 

5.2.3.1  Political development 

Newspapers published pictures depicting general public participating in political 

rallies, processions, long queue of people casting votes in general and local bodies‘ 

elections were coded as constructing positive political identity of Pakistan. 

5.2.3.2   Economic stability 

Visuals that focus various economic activities in stock markets and industries, 

signing trade agreements, farmers busy in harvest, and traders‘ activities were coded as 

positive indicator of economic development.  

5.2.3.3  Infrastructural development 

Pictures depicting construction and inauguration of new roads, flyovers, buildings 

etc. were included in coding as positive valence of economic development. 

5.2.3.4  Educational activities and facilities 

Visuals related to curricular and co-curricular activities and competitions taking 

place on campus in different schools, colleges, and universities and pictures of high 

achievers and distinction holders in the field of education were coded as positive. 

5.2.3.5  Health facilities 

Pictures depicting polio vaccination campaign in far flung areas, inauguration of 

new hospitals or provision of health facilities were coded as positive. 
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5.2.3.6  Strong national security system 

Pictures depicting successful tests of new missiles Hatf & Ghauri, fighter jet JF 

Thunder 17 manufactured by Pakistan and China as a joint venture, defense expo in 

Karachi, and security personnel of Pakistan Army, police, and other law enforcement 

agencies including Rangers, Frontier Constabulary etc. standing alert on their duty were 

taken as positive. 

5.2.3.7  Minorities’ rights 

Minorities‘ shown as celebrating their religious rituals, festivals, and important 

days like cake cutting ceremonies on Christmas, Christian community performing 

religious services and rituals on Christmas and Easter, Hindus in Pakistan worshipping or 

celebrating Holi and Diwali etc. Also picture of first Sikh commissioned officer in 

Pakistan Army depict minorities‘ rights in Pakistan coded as positive. 

5.2.3.8  Rich culture and traditions 

Visuals illustrating the cultural diversity and heritage in Pakistan, celebrations, 

festivals, like Kalash festival, Shandoor Mela, handicrafts of various regions of Pakistan 

depict positive valence of Pakistan‘s national identity. 

5.2.3.9  Beauty of landscape 

Visuals showing beautiful scenes from landscape of Pakistan‘s Northern areas, 

highest mountains in Karakorum Range like K2 and Nanga Parbat, waterfalls, Lake 

Saiful Muluk etc. illustrate the positive identity of Pakistan. 
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5.2.3.10  Environmental protection 

Pictures were coded for positive valence of national identity that portray tree 

plantation and cleanliness campaigns or other measures taken by general public and 

government to protect environment in the country. 

5.2.3.11  Celebrations 

Pictures of Independence Day celebrations, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Adha, Eid Miladun 

Nabi, etc. represent religious and national celebrations along with a positive image. 

5.2.3.12  Women empowerment 

Visuals illustrating Pakistani police and commando women passing out parade, 

and participation of women in all fields of life identify the positive valence of identity.  

5.2.3.13   Extending international cooperation 

Participation of Pakistani troops in UN peace keeping mission, signing of various 

political, economic, educational agreements with foreign countries indicate Pakistan as 

extending international cooperation and builds positive national identity. 

5.2.3.14  National heroes and achievements 

Visuals that narrate the achievements of national heroes in the field of sports like 

Pakistani sports teams winning national and international championships, Shaheer 

Ahmad‟s recognition in the field of science education etc. help build positive identity of 

the country therefore, coded as positive. 
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5.2.3.15  Pakistan’s soft image 

Pictures depicting youngsters running cleanliness campaigns, and painting 

―Deewar-e-Mehrbani‖ wall of compassion‖ where people can drop stuff for needy people 

construct a soft image of Pakistani public. 

5.2.3.16  Pakistani people as patriotic 

Newspapers publish pictures of people celebrating Pakistan‘s Independence Day, 

birthday of father of the nation Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Pakistan Day on 

23
rd

 March and Defense Day on 6
th

 September enthusiastically holding Pakistani flags 

and painted faces with green, the national color of Pakistan that depict Pakistani people as 

patriotic. 

5.2.3.17   Pakistani people as hard working 

Newspaper also publish photographs of Pakistani artisans and laborers working 

hard in their fields despite facing many odds shows Pakistani people as hard working 

nation and builds positive self. 

5.2.3.18   Pakistani people as helpful to others 

Photographs that represent Pakistani public helping other fellows, countrymen, 

and communities during crisis, catastrophes etc. highlight positive attributes of Pakistani 

nation.  

5.2.3.19   Pakistani people as sports loving 

Another category that emerged from data was portrayal of Pakistani public as 

sports loving nation in pictures. The researcher found many pictures of kids, youngsters, 

females, elders showing their enthusiasm for cricket and other games. Young children 

playing cricket without any facilities in the streets showed their passion for sports. 
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5.2.4  Operationalization of negative valence of frames for pictures 

5.2.4.1  Protests and sit-in 

The most dominant category of negative self-representation included pictures of 

protests and sit-in from politicians to doctors, from lawyers to the families of missing 

persons, from clerks to general public almost every segment was shown protesting for 

fulfillment of their demands. Everyday newspapers contained at least 2 to 3 pictures of 

protests that builds a negative identity of Pakistan. 

5.2.4.2   Poverty 

Many published photographs show homeless people lying on footpaths or living 

in slum areas, without food or picking eatables from garbage delineate the negative 

picture of Pakistan where basic necessities of life are not available. Thus these pictures 

were coded as having negative valence. 

5.2.4.3   Poor infrastructure 

Pictures of broken bridges and roads making life of general public difficult were 

coded as negative. These pictures pinpoint government‘s failure to build good 

infrastructure and facilities to general public. 

5.2.4.4   Environmental degradation 

Pictures illustrating smoke or waste of factories, garbage, and deforestation were 

coded as negative in terms of environmental degradation. 

5.2.4.5   Diseases or poor health facilities 

Newspapers also highlight lack of health facilities and people suffering from 

diseases in pictures which were coded as negative. 
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5.2.4.6   Insecurity and terrorism 

The researcher coded those pictures as negative that showed scenes of bomb blasts 

and suicide attacks indicating insecurity and terrorists activities in Pakistan.  

5.2.4.7  Injustice  

Pictures were coded as negative that show affectees of various crimes and violent 

acts waiting for justice or people protesting for not having justice. 

5.2.4.8   Minorities’ rights violations 

Pictures of Pakistani Hindus or Christians protesting for their unfulfilled rights 

were coded as negative for the analysis.  

5.2.4.9  Ruined landscape 

Newspapers publish pictures of ruined or damaged historical buildings and other 

heritage to highlight negligence of concerned authorities and it represents negative self of 

Pakistan as failing to take care of its national heritage. 

5.2.4.10   Pakistani people as victims of offensive acts 

In this category, mostly newspaper photographs depicted women as victims of 

abuse, assault or rape that builds a negative identity. 

5.2.4.11  Pakistani people as violators of laws and rules 

Pictures depicting public violating traffic rules on the roads and other rules in 

daily life creates a negative-self of Pakistan.  

Reliability: Inter coder reliability was 81% that was checked for 100 photographs, 

50 each from English and Urdu press. (Krippendorf Alpha 0.816). 
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5.3 Semiotic Analysis  

This study also employed semiotic analysis as a method to qualitatively analyze 

pictures published in the newspapers. Semiotics is both a field of study in itself as well as 

a qualitative methodology to analyze signifying system and meaning of visual 

communication. All forms of media encompass sign system and can be analyzed through 

semiology. Present study has devised a framework for semiotic analysis of selected 

pictures published in the newspapers adapted from researcher‘s previous work on 

photojournalism. (Saeed, 2010; Perlmutter & Wagner, 2004) 

For semiotic analysis, researcher purposively selected one representative picture 

from each pre-defined category as well as those categories that emerged from the visual 

data. The judgment was made keeping in mind the representativeness and quality of 

pictures. In total, 25 pictures were purposively selected for qualitative analysis.  

The framework of analysis included anchorage/caption, theme of the picture, 

relay/signage, composition of picture, mode of signs, levels of signification, and banal 

nationalist symbols.  

5.3.1  Anchorage/Caption 

Caption or cutline is the text accompanying a picture that contains information 

about the picture. It can be a display in writing of any dialogue, feelings, narrations, 

emotions, and any other tacit information that appears in two or three lines above or 

below the picture. It can also provide any supplementary information. Captions of 

selected pictures were analyzed to determine the direction of the theme either positive or 

negative.  
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5.3.2 Theme of the picture 

Second unit of analysis was the theme of the picture. It has been categorized as 

Positive self-representation or positive identity, and negative self-representation or 

negative identity. If the picture depicts the political, economic, educational, judicial 

development, strong security and army, national unity, and rich culture and national 

heritage, it was categorized as positive theme or positive identity. Negative theme refers 

to depiction of political, judicial or economic crisis, poverty, lack of health and 

educational facilities to the public, suicide attacks, and protests. 

5.3.3 Signage/Relay 

Third unit is signage that means an internal lexical framing within a visual image 

e.g. news photograph (Perlmutter & Wagner, 2004: 93). Signage means display of 

linguistic items or words intentionally or unintentionally in a photograph. For example, if 

the protesters‘ demands are written on the placards they are holding in the picture frame, 

they will be called signage. If signage in the picture constructs a positive image of 

Pakistan and people of Pakistan was coded as positive identity. 

For example the written text on the billboard motivating public to cast their votes 

as a call for duty towards Pakistan in upcoming elections ―Bula raha hai Pakistan, Say 

Yes to Vote‖ (Pakistan is calling, say yes to vote) is coded as positive signage. ―Terrorism 

has no religion‖ written on the posters held by the survivors of terrorist‘s attack on 

Pakistani school in Peshawar is coded as positive. Similarly, ―14 Agast ki khushi main 

jootay muft murammat karwa‟ain.‖ (Get your shoes repaired for free in wake of 14
th

 

August) was also coded as positive signage depicting a positive identity of Pakistani 

people. 
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Negative identity through any signage that represents any negative aspect of 

Pakistan and its people was categorized as negative theme. ―11 August 1947 ko pehli 

dastoor saaz Assembly kay khitaab kay bar‟ask soch rakhnay walon kay khilaaf yaum-e-

Siyah” Black Day against those who disagree with and object to minority rights as 

proposed in the address to the First Constituent Assembly on August 11, 1947.  

5.3.4 Composition of the picture 

Composition of the picture is a technical aspect of photography. Each selected 

picture is analyzed in its composition either horizontal/vertical or diagonal. 

Horizontal/vertical composition means an image made up of straight lines, either vertical 

or horizontal, appearing static. A posed photograph as portrait seems to draw a boundary 

around the moment according to a traditional definition. It means fencing the captured 

moment off from what happened before and after the shutter was clicked.  

Diagonal composition is opposite to horizontal/vertical. Images are bisected by 

strong diagonal lines that appear to continue beyond the picture frame. It shows that the 

shot has been abstracted from a continuous flow of action. It conveys a movement and 

dynamism in the still image. (Deacon et al, 1999)  

5.3.5 Modes of signs 

Signs are categorized according to their relation to the referent. Chandler (2002: 

33) has referred to Charles Sanders Pierce‘s taxonomy of modes of signs as symbolic, 

iconic, and indexical. Positive and negative signs were analyzed in the selected pictures. 

Symbols like burnt bus, fire, baton, and lota, were coded as negative symbols. A burnt 

bus, protesters holding batons, burning tyres and fire expresses violent behavior of 

protesters and expression of their anger. The sign of lota is symbolic and negative as it 

represents floor crossing or changing political affiliation for the sake of power. The 
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positive symbols were ballot box that is symbolic to the election process, democracy, and 

political development, bangles are symbolic to happiness and celebrations as they are 

used on marriage ceremonies and other festive occasions. Illuminated buildings on 

important national days like Pakistan‘s Independence Day is symbolic to celebrations. 

Pakistan manufactures a fighter jet in collaboration with China JF 17 Thunder aircraft 

was coded as a positive symbol of Pakistan‘s strong national security and military 

competence.  

5.3.6 Level of Signification 

First order of signification: this refers to the manifest and obvious meaning of the 

sign visible in the visual image. It also describes the relation between the signifier and 

signified within the sign and of the sign with its referent in external reality (Fiske, 1999). 

In all selected images, the first level of signification is analyzed as denotative meaning.  

Second order of signification: this implies the latent meaning of what the text 

signifies but works at a more subjective level of perception and experience. It describes 

the interaction between the sign that meets with the feelings of the users and the values of 

their culture. The connotative meaning of all selected pictures is also discussed in the 

semiotic analysis. 

Third level of signification: it is the meaning that a sign holds by social agreement 

and legitimating traditional or social myths (Barthes cited in Fiske, 1990). At this level a 

sign tends to construct or represent a world view, justifies or reinforces social ideologies, 

institutions and social practices. (Gaines, 2002). Third level of signification is also 

utilized for some of the selected pictures wherever it was applicable. 
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5.4 Banal nationalist symbols 

Drawing upon Michael Billig‘s concept of banal nationalism, another variable in 

this study is use of banal nationalist symbols reproduced by the selected newspapers to 

represent nationalist ideas and sense of belonging to Pakistan. Billig (1995) has worked 

on banal and common forms of nationalism which have diffused into daily life and 

routines, often unnoticed but reminded constantly. This variable also serves to represent 

Pakistan‘s national identity positively as patriotic while referring to the common past, 

historical memories, and iconic individuals as another indicator of national identity 

(Dinnie, 2008). The banal nationalist symbols include use of Pakistani map, Pakistani 

flag, green color, or image of any historical personality in newspaper logo or any other 

specific content relevant to history, national ideology, two-nation theory or any historical 

personality on the front, back or metropolitan pages of the newspapers. 

For example Pakistani flag was used as a logo in a boxed item of Nawa-i-Waqt 

based on a selected saying of Quaid-i-Azam and verses from Allama Iqbal‘s poetry. Daily 

Jang and The News published their logo in green color on the independence day of 

Pakistan in 2015. Those logos were originally black in color but they were turned green 

representing the color of Pakistani flag on August 14, 2015. (See Annexures II) 

5.5 Discourse Analysis  

This study employed discourse analysis to qualitatively analyze selected news stories 

related to the second dimension of analyzing positive self-representation in comparison to 

negative other-representation. A total of 501 news stories were coded with reference to 

issues related to Pakistan and India, 255 news stories for Pakistan and US, and 95 news 

stories for Pakistan and Afghanistan. Out of these three categories, the researcher 
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purposively selected one news story from each category based upon the researcher‘s 

judgment of being the most representative and suitable for discourse analysis. 

Ruth Wodak‘s framework of linguistic analysis and Van Dijk‘s framework of 

discourse analysis were adapted for analysis of selected news stories. 

5.5.1 Ruth Wodak’s framework of linguistic analysis 

Wodak (2004) elaborates that discourses about nations and national identities rely on 

at least four types of macro strategies 

1) Constructive strategies (aiming at construction of national identity) 

2) Preservative/Justificatory (aiming at conservation or reproduction of national identities or 

narrative of identities) 

3)  Transformative (aiming at the changing of national identities) 

4) Destructive (aiming at the dismantling of national identities) 

Present study found that the strategy that has been adopted by the Pakistani 

newspapers was transformative strategy. It was used for changing Pakistani identity as 

peaceful and peace loving nation especially on the issue of terrorism after 9/11.  

Wodak has also identified five types of discursive strategies that are utilized in 

positive self and negative other presentation. The construction of us and them is the basic 

essential component of discourses of identity and difference. For linguistic analysis 

following strategies are relevant:  

1. Referential/Nomination 

How are persons named and referred to linguistically?  The objective is construction of 

in-group and out-group through membership categorization. 
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2. Predication 

What traits, characteristics, qualities, features are attributed to them? The objective is 

labelling social actors positively or negatively through stereotypical evaluative attribution 

positive or negative, implicit or explicit. 

3. Argumentation 

By means of what arguments do specific persons to social groups justify or legitimize the 

inclusion or exclusion of others? The objective is positive or negative attribution through 

topoi used to justify political inclusion or exclusion, discrimination or preferential 

treatment. 

4. Perspectivation 

From what perspectives or point of views labels, attributions, or arguments are expressed? 

The objective is expressing involvement and positioning speaker‘s point of view through 

reporting, description, quotation of events, or utterances. 

5. Intensification 

Are the utterances articulated overtly, intensified or mitigated? The objective is to 

intensify or mitigate illocutionary force of utterances. 

5.5.2 Van Dijk’s framework of discourse analysis 

Van Dijk‘s assumptions of discourse structure are also analyzed in terms of  

Lexical items: Choice of words 

Semantic moves: The use of words like ―If‖ and ―But‖ to give a pause to support a 

proposition. 
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Deictic expressions: Use of pronouns like we, us, and our to describe us or the in-group 

and use of they and their to describe the out-group. 

Alliteration: Use of words starting with same sound is a rhetorical device called 

alliteration. 

Propositions: Polarization by emphasizing our good actions and their bad actions and 

mitigating our bad actions and their good actions 

Descriptions: In terms of specificity and detail. Our good actions are in detail like their 

bad actions.  

Explicitness/Implicitness: Our good actions are explicit in discourse and their good 

action are implicit  

Attribution: Identifying agent and patient where good acts ate attributed to self and bad 

actions are attributed to others. 

These aspects are analyzed in the selected news items to analyze how Pakistani 

national identity is constructed in newspaper discourse of purposively selected news 

stories. 

  



94 

 

CHAPTER 6 

FINDINGS AND RESULTS 

This chapter has four major parts. First part consists of the quantitative results for 

―positive and negative self-representation‖ of Pakistan in the press, across nine predefined 

topics/frames including politics, economy, education, health, judiciary, security and 

military competence, minorities, culture, and national unity. Secondly, it includes the 

results of ―negative other-representation‖ concerning India, USA, and Afghanistan. 

Further, cross tabulation provides each frame‘s association with the language of the press 

and form of government as variables. 

Second part comprises of qualitative analysis of news stories with the help of 

actual text extracted from the published news stories in English and Urdu newspapers.  

Third part deals with answers to research questions and presents discourse 

analysis of three selected news items to analyze national identity construction in 

comparison to ‗other‘. First news story related to Pakistan and India relations published in 

daily Dawn on December 16, 2001 based on a statement of Pakistani President and Army 

Chief General Pervez Musharraf in response to Indian aggressive reactions after Mumbai 

attacks. Second news story relates to Pakistan US relations published on August 10, 2003 

about indictment of 11 US citizens for plotting terrorism activities including three 

Pakistanis and third story about Pakistan Afghanistan relations was published on August 

14, 2003 based on an attack of Afghan Militia on Pakistani border security forces. This 

part also contains the findings regarding banal nationalist themes in Pakistani press. 

Last part deals with semiotic analysis of purposively selected pictures published in 

the newspapers. The pictures are grouped in positive and negative categories. The 
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researcher had to add few categories emerged from the data in extension of pre-defined 

categories. The selection of pictures was based on researcher‘s judgment regarding 

relevance, quality and suitability of picture for semiotic analysis. The selection process 

posed a limitation to the study as the pictures published in Urdu newspapers were 

extremely low in printing quality and blurred at times thus omitted from analysis. 
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6.1 Findings of quantitative content analysis of news stories 

Table 6.1       

Total Number of published news stories (2001-2015) 

 

Press 

 

English Press 

 

Urdu Press 

 

Total 

 

News on Front Page 

 

2218 

(32%) 

 

4804 

(41%) 

 

7022 

(33.98%) 

 

News on Back Page 

 

2204 

(32%) 

 

5704 

(35%) 

 

7908 

(38.27%) 

 

News on Metropolitan 

Page 

 

2457 

(36%) 

 

3275 

(24%) 

 

5732 

(27.7%) 

 

Total News in English 

and Urdu Press 

 

n=6879 

(33%) 

 

n=13783 

(67%) 

 

N = 20662 

 

Table 6.1 displays the total number of news stories coded for analysis. Both 

English newspapers The News and Dawn published total 6879 (33%) news stories on 

front, back, and metropolitan pages from 2001 till 2015. While the number of news 

stories published in Urdu newspapers Nawa-i-Waqt and Jang is almost double with 

13783 (67%) news stories published during the selected time period.  A total of 20662 

news stories were published in various categories in the press.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



97 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.1.  Total Number of published news stories in English and Urdu press (2001-

2015) 
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Table 6.2 

Total Number of frames/topics in published news stories coded for analysis (2001-

2015) 

 

Press 

 

English Press 

 

Urdu Press 

 

Total 

 

Politics 

 

1490 

(43.8%) 

 

 

1938 

(44.4%) 

 

3428 

(44.1%) 

 

Economy 

 

600 

(17.6%) 

 

614 

(14%) 

 

1214 

(15.6%) 

 

Education 

 

 

204 

(6%) 

 

 

377 

(8.64%) 

 

 

581 

(7.4%) 

 

Health 146 

(4.3%) 

 

233 

(5.34%) 

 

379 

(4.8%) 

 

Justice 

 

442 

(13%) 

 

442 

(10.1%) 

 

884 

(11.3%) 

 

Security 

 

331 

(9.7%) 

 

474 

(10.8%) 

 

  805 

(10.3%) 

 

Minorities 

 

25 

(0.73%) 

 

72 

(1.6%) 

 

  97 

(1.2%) 

 

Culture & Heritage 

 

97 

(2.8%) 

 

167 

(3.8%) 

 

264 

(3.4%) 

 

National Unity 

 

60 

(1.7%) 

44 

(1%) 

104 

(1.3%) 

 

Total News 

 

n= 3395 

(43.7%) 

 

n= 4361 

(56.2%) 

 

N = 7756 
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Table 6.2 demonstrates that Urdu press published more news stories on the selected 

frames or topics where politics remained the most dominant frame in newspapers 

coverage (44.1%) following news about economy (15.6%). Frames of minorities and 

national unity received the least coverage 1.2% and 1.3 % respectively. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6.2 Distribution of news stories published across all categories in Pakistani 

press (2001-2015)  
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Hypothesis 1(a): There is a significant difference between political news that focus on 

positive national self-identity valence (Political development) in the country and focus 

on negative national self-identity valence (Political crises and hate speech) 

 

Table 6.3  

Frame valence concerning political news in Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence  

 

Number of 

News Stories 

 

Positive Valence (Political Development) 

 

n = 1307 

(38%) 

Negative Valence (Political Crises & Hate 

Speech) 

 

n = 2121 

(62%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

 3428  

 

χ2(1, n= 3428) = 193.28, p < .000 

Table 6.3 illustrates that Pakistani press published more political news focusing 

political crises and hate speech (62%) thus, highlighting negative valence of national 

identity. A chi-square goodness-of-fit test indicates that there is a highly significant 

difference (p < .000) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani press with positive 

and negative valence.  
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Hypothesis 1(b): There is a significant difference between news stories about economy 

that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Economic development in 

Pakistan) and negative national self-identity valence (Economic crises in Pakistan) 

 

Table 6.4 

Frame valence concerning Economic news in Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

Positive Valence (Economic Development) 

 

n = 565 

(47%) 

Negative Valence (Economic Crises) 

 

n = 649 

(53%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

 1214  

 

χ2(1, n = 1214) = 5.812, p < .016 

Table 6.4 demonstrates that Pakistani press gave more emphasis to the negative valence 

in the news stories related to economic crisis, bad infrastructure, inflation, 

unemployment, foreign debts, and poverty with 649 news stories (53%) than economic 

development, trade and business activities, exports, agricultural and infrastructural 

development that received 565 news stories (47%). The result of statistical test however, 

indicates difference in the proportion of news having positive and negative valence is not 

significant (χ2(1,  n= 1214) = 5.812, p = .016).  
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Hypothesis 1(c): There is a significant difference between news stories about 

education that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Educational 

development) in the country and negative national self-identity valence (Illiteracy) 

 

Table 6.5 

Frame valence concerning news about education in Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

Positive Valence (Educational Development) 
n = 418 

(72%) 

Negative Valence (Illiteracy) 

 

n = 163 

(28%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

 581  

 

χ2(1, n = 581) = 111.91, p < .000 

Table 6.5 shows that Pakistani press published more news focusing educational 

development in Pakistan thus, highlighting positive frame valence of national identity. 

A chi-square goodness-of-fit test indicates that there is a highly significant difference 

(p < .000) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani press with positive tone for 

educational activities, development, and achievements than negative tone. 
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Hypothesis 1(d): There is a significant difference between news stories about health 

issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Health facilities) in the 

country and negative national self-identity valence (Diseases, malnutrition) 

Table 6.6 

Frame valence concerning news about health issues in Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

Positive Valence (Health facilities) 
n = 197 

(52%) 

Negative Valence (Diseases, malnutrition) 

 

n = 182 

(48%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

 379  

 

χ2(1, n = 379) = .594, p < .441 

Table 6.6 displays that Pakistani press gave slightly more emphasis to the positive 

valence in the news stories related to health facilities with 197 news stories (52%) than 

negative valence of frames including diseases, lack of prevention, malnutrition etc. that 

received 182 news stories (48%). The result of statistical test however, indicates 

difference in the proportion of news having positive and negative valence is not 

significant (p = .441). 
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Hypothesis 1(e): There is a significant difference between news stories about judicial 

issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Justice) in the country and 

negative national self-identity valence (Injustice and judicial crisis) 

 

Table 6.7 

Frame valence concerning news about judicial issues in Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

Positive Valence (Justice) 
n = 662 

(75%) 

Negative Valence (Injustice, judicial crisis) 

 

n = 222 

(25%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

 884  

 

  χ2(1, n = 884 ) = 219.005, p < .000 

Table 6.7 indicates that Pakistani press published more news focusing judicial 

issues in Pakistan with positive tone thus, highlighting positive frame valence of 

national identity. A chi-square goodness-of-fit test indicates that there is a highly 

significant difference (p < .000) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani press 

with positive tone for judicial issues, policies, actions, and decision than negative tone 

operationalized as highlighting injustice and judicial crises in Pakistan. 
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Hypothesis 1(f): There is a significant difference between news stories about security 

issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Security & Military 

competence) in the country and negative national self-identity valence (Terrorist 

attacks) 

Table 6.8 

Frame valence concerning news about security and military competence in Pakistani 

press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

Positive Valence (Security & Military 

competence) 

n = 457 

(57%) 

Negative Valence  

(Terrorist attacks) 

 

n = 348 

(43%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

805  

 

χ2(1, n = 805) = 14.759, p < .000 

Table 6.8 illustrates that Pakistani press published more news focusing security 

and military competence of Pakistan thus, highlighting positive frame valence of 

national identity. A chi-square goodness-of-fit test indicates that there is a highly 

significant difference (p < .000) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani press 

with positive tone for Pakistan‘s Army and security agencies‘ performance and 

competence than negative tone about terrorists and suicide attacks and security breach 

with reference to Pakistan‘s national security, atomic assets, and border security. 
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Hypothesis 1(g): There is a significant difference between news stories about 

minorities‘ issues that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Minorities‘ 

rights and freedom) in the country and negative national self-identity valence 

(Violations of minorities‘ rights) 

Table 6.9 

Frame valence of news about minorities in Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

 

Positive Valence (Minorities‘ rights and 

freedom) 

n = 76 

(78%) 

Negative Valence (Violations of minorities‘ 

rights) 

 

n = 21 

(22%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

 97  

 

χ2(1, n = 97) = 31.186, p < .000 

Table 6.9 exhibits that Pakistani press published more news focusing 

minorities‘ rights and freedom in Pakistan thus, highlighting positive frame valence of 

national identity. The statistical analysis indicates that there is a highly significant 

difference (p < .000) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani press with positive 

tone for minorities‘ rights, religious freedom, and equal access to opportunities in 

Pakistan. 
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Hypothesis 1(h): There is a significant difference between news stories about culture, 

heritage and arts that focus on positive national self-identity valence (Rich culture & 

heritage) in the country and negative national self-identity valence (Ruined heritage) 

Table 6.10 

Frame valence concerning news about culture & heritage in Pakistani press (2001-

2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

 

Positive Valence (Rich culture & heritage) 

 

n = 246 

(93%) 

Negative Valence (Ruined heritage) 

 

n = 18 

(7%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

(N) = 264  

 

χ2(1, n = 264) = 196.909, p < .000 

Table 6.10 shows that Pakistani press published more news focusing culture 

and heritage in Pakistan thus, highlighting positive frame valence of national identity. 

A chi-square goodness-of-fit test indicates that there is a highly significant difference 

(p < .000) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani press with positive tone for 

cultural development, rich traditions and values, arts and crafts, and national heritage 

than negative frame valence. 
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Hypothesis 1(i): There is a significant difference between news stories about national 

unity that focus on positive national self-identity valence (National Harmony) in the 

country and negative national self-identity valence (National Conflicts) 

Table 6.11 

Frame valence concerning news about national unity in Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

 

Positive Valence (National Harmony) 

n = 70 

(67%) 

Negative Valence (National Conflicts) 

 

n = 34 

(33%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

(N) = 104  

 

χ2(1, n = 104) = 12.462, p < .000 

Table 6.11 demonstrates that Pakistani press published more news focusing 

national unity and consensus in Pakistan thus, highlighting positive frame valence of 

national identity. A chi-square goodness-of-fit test indicates that there is a highly 

significant difference (p < .000) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani press 

with positive valence portraying Pakistani nation as united, national harmony and 

consensus on national issues than national conflicts. 
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Table 6.12 

Overall positive and negative framing of Pakistan‟s national Identity  

 

Frames/Topics 

 

Positive 

Valence 

 

 

Negative  

Valence 

Politics 1307  

(33%) 

2121 

(56%) 

Economy 565 

(14%) 

649 

(17%) 

Education 418 

(10%) 

163 

(4%) 

Health 197 

(5%) 

182 

(5%) 

Justice 662 

(17%) 

222 

(6%) 

Security 457 

(11%) 

348 

(9%) 

Minorities 76 

(2%) 

21 

(1%) 

National Culture 246 

(6%) 

18 

(1%) 

National Unity 70 

(2%) 

34 

(1%) 

 

Total 

 

n = 3998 

(52%) 

 

n = 3758 

(48%) 

 

Table 6.12 displays an overview of each percentage of news stories with positive and 

negative tone across all topics addressed in the study. The largest proportion of news 

consisting of negative valence is about politics (56%) followed by economy (17%). 

Frame valence of news about politics (33%), judicial issues (17%) and economy (14%) 

indicate positive proportions. News about culture, minorities, and national unity 

occupied the minimum share of news coverage thus having minimal proportion of 

positive and negative valence ranging from 1% to 6%. However, interestingly, total 
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number of news with positive valence is slightly more than the negative valence. Out 

of total 7756 news coded for analysis 52% news stories had positive frame valence 

whereas 48 percent news stories had negative valence. It led the researcher to conclude 

that Pakistani press despite adopting negative frame tone for politics, economy, and 

security constructed an overall positive self in the quantitative findings. 

  

 

 

 

Figure 6.3 Overall positive and negative framing of Pakistan‘s national Identity in 

news stories of Pakistani press (2001-2015) 
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Positive Self and Negative-Other Representation of India, USA, and Afghanistan 

Hypothesis 2(a): There is a significant difference between news stories in Pakistani 

press about positive national self-identity and constructing India as negative other. 

Table 6.13 

Frame valence concerning news about Pakistan-India issues and relations in 

Pakistani press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

 

Pakistan‘s Positive Self-Representation in 

comparison to India 

n = 211 

(42%) 

Negative other representation of India 

 

n = 290 

(58%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

(N) = 501 

 

χ2(1, n = 501) = 12.462, p < .000 

Table 6.13 illustrates that Pakistani press published more news framing India as 

negative other than Pakistan‘s positive self-identity. A chi-square goodness-of-fit test 

indicates that there is a highly significant difference (p < .000) in the proportion of 

news stories in Pakistani press with positive valence portraying Pakistan as a 

responsible state in comparison to India. However, the proportion of representing India 

as negative other is higher in frequency (58%). 
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Hypothesis 2(b): There is a significant difference between news stories in Pakistani 

press about positive national self-identity and constructing USA as negative other. 

Table 6.14 

Frame valence concerning news about Pak-US issues and relations in Pakistani press 

(2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

 

Pakistan‘s Positive Self-Representation in 

comparison to USA 

n = 76 

(30%) 

Negative other representation of USA 

 

n = 179 

(70%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

(N) = 255 

 

χ2(1, n = 255) = 9.151, p < .002 

Table 6.14 indicates that Pakistani press published more news framing USA as 

negative other than constructing Pakistan‘s positive self-identity. A chi-square 

goodness-of-fit test indicates that there is a significant difference (p < .002) in the 

proportion of news stories in Pakistani press with positive valence portraying Pakistani 

nation as a cooperative state in comparison to USA. However, the proportion of 

representing USA as negative other is higher in frequency (70%). 
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Hypothesis 2(c): There is a significant difference between news stories in Pakistani 

press about positive national self-identity and constructing Afghanistan as negative 

other. 

Table 6.15 

Frame valence concerning news about Pak-Afghan issues and relations in Pakistani 

press (2001-2015) 

 

Frame Valence 

 

Number of 

news stories 

 

 

Pakistan‘s Positive Self-Representation in 

comparison to Afghanistan 

n = 52 

(55%) 

Negative other representation of Afghanistan 

 

n = 43 

(45%) 

 

Total News Stories 

 

(N) = 95 

 

χ2(1, n = 95) = .276, p < .600 

Table 6.15 displays that Pakistani press published more news framing 

Pakistan‘s positive self-identity. A chi-square goodness-of-fit test indicates that there 

is a no significant difference (p < .600) in the proportion of news stories in Pakistani 

press with positive valence portraying Pakistani nation as a cooperative state in 

comparison to Afghanistan. However, the proportion of representing Pakistan‘s 

positive self is higher (55%) in frequency than constructing Afghanistan as negative 

other is (45%). 
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Hypothesis 3(a): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to politics. 

Table 6.16 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about politics by language of the press 

  Frame Valence (Politics) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English 682 (19.9%) 808 (23.6%) 1490 (43.5%) 

  Urdu 625 (18.2%) 1313 (38.3%) 1938 (56.5%) 

Total 1307 (38.1%) 2121 (61.9%) 3428 (100.0%) 

Note: χ2
(1, n= 3428) = 65.291, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages out 

of total. p < .000. 

 

The cross tabulation and chi-square test of association results confirms that frame 

valence is significantly associated (χ2
 (1) = 65.291, p < .000) with the language of the 

newspapers that is English and Urdu.  Political news received more coverage in Urdu 

newspapers (56.5%) than English than English dailies (43.5%). The English language 

press has a larger percentage of positive frame tone (19.9%) and Urdu press has a larger 

percentage of negative frame tones (38.3%). Pakistani press framed politics with more 

negative framing and hate speech received more coverage especially in Urdu press thus 

framing negative political identity of Pakistan.
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Hypothesis 3(b): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to economy. 

Table 6.17 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of Economic news by language of the press  

 

  Frame Valence (Economy) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press 305 (25.1%) 295 (24.3%) 600 (49.4%) 

       

  Urdu Press 260 (21.4%) 354 (29.2%) 614 (50.6%) 

       

Total 565 (46.5%) 649 (53.5%) 1214 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n= 1214) = 8.787, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages out of 

total. p < .003. 

 

The chi-square test of association results illustrate that frame valence of news 

related to economy is associated (χ2
 (1) = 8.787, p < .003) with the language of the 

newspapers that is English and Urdu. English press published more news (25.1%) 

regarding economic development, trade and business activities, exports, agricultural and 

infrastructural development utilizing positive frames than negative frames of economic 

crisis (24.3%). However, Urdu Press emphasized more on negative news concerning 

economic crisis, poverty, inflation, unemployment, foreign debts, financial deficit etc. 

(29.2%) than economic development (21.4%). Overall, economic crisis received more 

attention (53.5%) than economic development (46.5%).  
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Hypothesis 3(c): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to education. 

Table 6.18 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about education by language of the press 

 

  Frame Valence (Education) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press  125 (21.5%)  79 (13.6%) 204 (35.1%) 

       

  Urdu Press  293 (50.4%) 84 (14.5%) 377 (64.9%) 

       

Total 418 (71.9%) 163 (28.1%) 581 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=581 ) = 17.734, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages out of 

total. p < .000 

 

The chi-square test of association and cross tabulation results demonstrate that 

frame valence of news related to education is associated (χ2
 (1) = 17.734, p < .000) with 

the language of the newspapers that is English and Urdu. The frequency of positive news 

frames about educational achievements, students‘ distinctions, excellent educational 

performance, facilities, and educational development remained highest in Urdu press 

(50.4%) followed by the English press (21.5%). Similarly, news stories in Urdu press 

adopted slightly more negative frames of illiteracy, lack of awareness and absence of 

educational facilities for students (14.5%) than English press (13.6%).  
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Hypothesis 3 (d): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to health issues 

Table 6.19 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about health issues by language of the press 

 

  Frame Valence (Health Issues) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press 67 (17.7%) 79 (20.8%) 146 (38.5%) 

       

  Urdu Press 130 (34.3%) 103 (27.2%) 233 (61.5%) 

       

Total 197 (52%) 182 (48%) 379 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=379) = 3.527, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages out of 

total.  p < .060 

 

The cross tabulation and chi-square test of association results explain that frame 

valence of news related to health issues is associated (χ2
 (1) = 3.527, p < .060) with the 

language of the newspapers that is English and Urdu. Urdu press published health related 

130 news (34.3%) with positive frames and 103 (27.2%) with negative frame. English 

newspapers delineated a dismal picture regarding health issues, diseases, malnutrition, 

lack of health facilities while publishing 79 news stories (20.8%) and Urdu press printed 

67 news (17.7%) with negative frames. Overall, results are not highly significant that 

indicate weak association between the language of the press and frame valence of health 

issues. 
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Hypothesis 3(e): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to judicial issues 

Table 6.20  

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about judicial issues by language of the 

press 

 

  Frame Valence (Judicial Issues) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press  313(35.4%) 129 (14.6%) 442 (50%) 

       

  Urdu Press 349 (39.5%) 93 (10.5%) 442 (50%) 

       

Total 662 (74.9%) 222 (25.1%)  884 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=884) = 7.796, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages out of 

total. p < .005 

 

The chi-square test of association and cross tabulation results confirm that frame 

valence of news related to judicial issues is associated (χ2
 (1) = 7.796, p < .005) with the 

language of the press.  Press emphasized more on positive framing of judicial issues 

(74.9%) than judicial crises (25.1%). Thus, creating a positive image of judiciary and 

judicial issues in the country. Urdu press employed more positive frames (39.5%) than 

English press (35.4%).   
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Hypothesis 3(f): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to security issues 

Table 6.21 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about security issues by language of the 

press 

 

  Frame Valence (Security Issues) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press 188 (23.4%) 143 (17.8%) 331 (41%) 

       

  Urdu Press 269 (33.4%) 205 (25.5%) 474 (59%) 

       

Total 457 (57%) 348 (43%) 805 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=805 ) = .000. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages out of total. 

 p < .990 

 

The cross tabulation and chi-square test of association results show that frame 

valence of news related to security issues of Pakistan are not associated (χ2
 (1) = .000, p 

< 990.) with the English and Urdu language press. Pakistani press addressed the security 

issues, Pakistan Army‘s military competence, security agencies‘ role in war against terror, 

and measures taken in the aftermath of 9/11. A total of 457 news (57%) presented 

positive aspects of military competence, security issues, measures and appreciation of the 

role played by Pakistani Army and other security agencies in fighting against terrorism. 

Urdu press published 269 news (33.4%) with positive frames more than English press 

(23.4%). The number of negative news stories is 348 (43%) due to the fact that Pakistan 

had many suicide attacks in the time period of this study.  
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Hypothesis 3(g): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to minorities in Pakistan. 

Table 6.22 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about minorities by language of the press 

 

  Frame Valence (Minorities) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press 19 (19.6%) 6 (6.2%) 25 (26%) 

       

  Urdu Press 57 (58.8%) 15 (15.3%) 72 (74%) 

       

Total 76 (78%) 21 (22%)  97 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=97 ) = .110, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages. 

 p = .740 

 

The chi-square test of association results show that frame valence of news related 

to minorities in Pakistan is not associated (χ2
 (1) = .110, p = .740) with the language of 

the newspapers that is English and Urdu. The comparison between English and Urdu 

press indicates that minorities‘ issues in Pakistan received more positive coverage in 

terms of their religious rights and freedom (78%) than negative framing (22%). Highest 

number of positive news stories appeared in Urdu newspapers i.e. 57 (58.8%) regarding 

religious freedom, religious celebrations, community participation, and inter-faith 

harmony in Pakistan so far minorities are concerned. More positive framing indicates an 

optimistic picture regarding minorities‘ rights and freedom in Pakistan.  
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Hypothesis 3(h): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to culture and heritage in Pakistan 

Table 6.23 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about culture and heritage by language of 

the press 

 

  Frame Valence (Culture & Heritage) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press 88 (33.3%) 6 (2.3%) 94 (35%) 

       

  Urdu Press 158 (59.8%) 12 (6.5%) 170 (%) 

       

Total 246 (93%) 18 (7%) 264 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n= 264) = .044, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages. 

 p = .835 

 

Table 6.23 presents the number of news stories related to the national culture and 

heritage published in Pakistani press. The chi-square test of association results show that 

frame valence of news related to national culture and heritage is not associated (χ2
 (1) = 

.044, p = .835.) with the language of the newspapers that is English and Urdu. The 

positive frames are dominating in 246 news stories (93%) highlighting national culture 

with positive framing of cultural norms, cultural celebrations, national heritage, national 

language, and festivals. Only 7% of news stories depicted negative issues and statement 

that does not conform to our national culture and values. Overall, both English and Urdu 

press positively portrayed national culture, arts and heritage in Pakistan. 
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Hypothesis 3(i): There is an association between the language of the press and frame 

tone of news related to national unity. 

Table 6.24 

Cross tabulation of frame valence of news about national unity by language of the 

press 

 

  Frame Valence (National Unity) Total 

  Positive Negative  

Press English Press 34 (32.7%) 26 (25%) 60 (57.2%) 

       

  Urdu Press 36 (34.6%) 8 (7.7%) 44 (42.3%) 

       

Total 70 (67.3%) 34 (32.7%)  104 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=104) = 7.298, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages. 

 p < .007 

 

Table 6.24 illustrates a comparison between projections of the themes related to 

positive valence of national unity and negative valence of national conflicts in the English 

and Urdu press. The cross tabulation and chi-square test of association results indicate 

that frame valence of news related to national unity is associated (χ2
 (1) = 7.298, p < 

.007) with the language of the newspapers i.e. English and Urdu.  

The press projected the theme of national unity (67.3%) almost a double to the 

theme of national conflicts (32.7%). English press published 26 negative news focusing 

on national conflict regarding construction of dams (25%) more than Urdu newspapers 

with only 8 news stories (7.7%). Urdu newspapers gave least coverage to national 

conflicts (7.7%) and mostly coverage had positive valence (34.6%). Thus, it promoted the 

image of Pakistani nation as united on national issues concerning National Finance 

Commission, US drone attacks etc.   
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Hypothesis 4 (a): Positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to India is associated with the language of the press 

Table 6.25 

Cross tabulation of positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to India by language of the press 

 

  

Frame Valence (Pakistan-India 

Relations) Total 

  

 

Positive Self- 

Representation 

Negative Other 

representation  

 

Press 

 

English Press 
125 (25%) 124 (25%) 249 (49%) 

       

  Urdu Press 86 (17%) 166 (33%) 252 (51%) 

       

Total 211 (42%) 290 (58%)  501 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=501) = 13.274, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages out of 

total. p < .000 

 

Table 6.25 demonstrates cross tabulation of positive self-representation of 

Pakistan in comparison to India and their representation as negative-Other in the English 

and Urdu press. The Chi-square test of association identifies a highly significant (p < 

.000) relation between language of the press and positive self of Pakistan and negative 

other representation of India. English Press kept a balance between presenting positive 

self of Pakistan and India as negative Other with 25% stories in each category. However, 

Urdu Press gave more space to presenting India as negative Other in 166 news stories 

(33%) and 86 news (17%) depicting positive self of Pakistan. Overall, press in Pakistan 

constructed India as negative-Other in 290 news stories (58%) and positive self-

representation of Pakistan in 211 news stories (42%).  
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Hypothesis 4 (b): Positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to USA is associated with the language of the press 

Table 6.26 

Cross tabulation of positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to USA by language of the press 

 

  

Frame Valence (Pakistan USA 

Relation) Total 

  

 

Positive Self- 

Representation 

Negative Other 

representation  

 

Press 

 

English Press 
48 (18.8%) 76 (28.8%) 124 (49%) 

       

  Urdu Press 28 (11%) 103 (40.4%) 131 (51%) 

       

Total 76 (30%) 179 (70%)  255 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=255) = 9.151, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages. 

 p < .002 

 

Table 6.26 illustrates cross tabulation of positive self-representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to USA and representation of USA as negative-Other in the English and 

Urdu press. The Chi-square test of association indicates significant (p < .002) 

association between language of the press and positive self-representation of Pakistan 

and negative other representation of USA. English Press presented positive self of 

Pakistan (18.8%) more than negative other representation of US (11%). However, 

Urdu Press gave more space to presenting USA as negative Other (40.4%) than 

depicting positive self of Pakistan (29.8%). Overall, press in Pakistan constructed USA 

as negative-Other in 179 news stories (70%) and positive self-representation of 

Pakistan in 76 news stories (30%).  

  



125 

 

Hypothesis 4 (c): Positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to Afghanistan is associated with the language of the press 

Table 6.27 

Cross tabulation of positive self and negative other representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to Afghanistan by language of the press 

 

  

Frame Valence (Pakistan-

Afghanistan Relations) Total 

  

 

Positive Self- 

Representation 

Negative Other 

representation  

 

Press 

 

English Press 
25 (26.3%) 23 (24.2%) 48 (50.5%) 

       

  Urdu Press 27 (28.4%) 20 (21.1%) 47 (49.5%) 

       

Total 52 (55%) 43 (45%)  95 (100.0%) 

     

 

Note: χ2
(1, n=95) = .276, df = 1. Numbers in parentheses indicate percentages. 

 p = .600 

 

Table 6.27 displays cross tabulation of positive self-representation of Pakistan in 

comparison to Afghanistan and their representation as negative-Other in English and 

Urdu press. Overall, total news stories are least in number as compared to India and USA. 

No significant association is observable in the chi-square test of association results (p = 

.600). However, press portrayed Pakistan more positively as helpful to bring peace and 

stability in Afghanistan in 52 news (55%) while constructing Afghanistan as Other in 43 

news (45%).  
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Hypothesis 5: There is an association between the form of government (Army Regime 

and democracy) and the frame tone of news stories on each topic. 

Table 6.28 

Analysis of association of positive and negative frame valence with the form of 

government in Pakistan (Army Regime 2001-2007 & Democracy 2008-2015) 

 

Frames 

 Form of 

Govt. 

   

Valence Army Democracy Chi-Square Significance 

 

Politics 

Positive 18.1% 20%  

.045 

 

p= .823 

Negative 29.6% 32.3% 

 

Economy 

Positive 32.1% 14.4%  

52.084 

 

p= .000 

Negative 25.9% 27.5% 

 

Education 

Positive 44.6 % 13.6%  

8.778 

 

p= .003 

Negative 27.4% 14.5% 

 

Health 

Positive 33% 19%  

36.476 

 

p= .000 

Negative 15.6% 32.4% 

 

Judicial 

Issues 

Positive 42.9% 32%  

13.121 

 

p= .000 

Negative 10.9% 14.2% 

 

Security 

Positive 28.9% 27.8%  

.463 

 

p= .496 

Negative 21% 22.2% 

 

Minorities 

Positive 49.5% 28.9%  

.088 

 

p= .767 

Negative 14.4% 7.2% 

 

Culture 

Positive 72% 21.2%  

.003 

 

p= .958 

Negative 5.3% 1.5% 

 

Unity 

Positive 31.7% 35.6%  

13.835 

 

p= .000 

Negative 27.9% 4.8% 
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Table 6.28 demonstrates the association of frame valence with the form of 

government. Both variables have significant association in terms of economy, 

education, health, judicial issues, and national unity. However, in terms of politics, 

national security, minorities, and culture two variables are not associated as the chi-

square value is insignificant. It indicates that be it democracy or dictatorship, the 

framing of issues related to politics, national security and culture remained the same be 

it positive or negative. Both forms of government were on same page as a policy 

matter where national security or minorities are concerned. However, issues like 

economy, education, health and so on were framed differently in democracy and army 

regime.   

During army regime such issues were portrayed more positively due to the 

possible reason of more government control. Moreover, there was more criticism and 

negative valence in news stories in a democratic form of government owing to the 

freedom that press enjoy more than an army regime.    
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6.2 Qualitative Analysis of news stories 

Politics 

The findings revealed that the highest number of news stories published in all 

newspapers were concerning domestic politics. It included news stories about political 

activities, political meetings, political rallies, elections campaigns, voting, political 

speeches, political conflicts and issues, and above all the political statements.  

The positive framing of political activities and actions included news stories about 

holding elections like ―All set to hold Local Government polls, Election Commission‖ 

(The News, April 8, 2005). Similarly, positive moves like news about restoration of 

democracy after army regime‘s removal of state of emergency in the country helped build 

positive identity. ―Emergency will be removed from the country by 12pm today. (Jang, 

December 5, 2007) 

The statements by political leaders at various events and occasions constituted the 

major portion of political news. In year 2003, Daily Urdu newspaper Nawa-i-Waqt 

published 1623 news stories on front, back, and metropolitan pages in the selected time 

period. Out of 1623, total 561 news stories‘ headlines (35%) were based on only political 

statements. These statements were made by various political leader, government officials, 

and other notable as well as common people. The headline writing style has made 

personalities and their statements more important than the events in Pakistani journalism.  

An in depth analysis discloses that negative frames of political crisis in Pakistan 

were more prominent in the political news published in both English and Urdu press. 

Politics seems to be framed as a dilemma than development. It leads to framing a negative 

political identity of Pakistan of politicians, political parties and the political sphere. 

Political hate speech and blame game have been one of the most prominent factors in 
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framing politics in Pakistan. Politicians have been framed bashing their opponents or the 

government policies and actions. Character assassination of opponent political parties and 

politicians have been very frequent. ―Benazir Vajpayee ki jootiyan chaat rahi hain, 

Sheikh Rasheed‖ (Nawa-i-Waqt, December 15, 2003). This statement received a response 

next day ―Sheikh Rasheed Benazir ki taraf Ungli uthaany say pehlay apnay geraibaan 

main jhaank lain. PPP leaders.‖ These type of negative political statements based on 

personal attacks and counter attacks claimed major role in framing negative identity of 

politicians in Pakistan. 

During the selected time frame of this research, Pakistan experienced two 

different forms of governments. First half of the time frame had Musharraf led Army 

regime between 2001 till 2007. Second half starting from 2008 till 2015 had a democratic 

set up in Pakistan. It is a common practice for the duration of dictatorship that political 

parties and politicians censure the ruling dictator for instance, ―Shahbaz seeks vote for 

dictatorship burial‖ (The News, December 20, 2007) shows seeking support for 

democracy and discouraging dictatorship. Similarly, ―MMA to continue Anti-Musharraf 

drive‖ (The News, April 7, 2005) is another instance of anti-dictatorship move in 

Pakistani politics. 

However, it is interesting to note that the research found no difference of framing 

political crises and hate speech between two contrasting government set ups, both 

democratic and Army regime. It leads the researcher to conclude that press in Pakistan is 

not prone towards framing a positive self in the field of politics.  

The theoretical assumption of framing also supports this proposition that media 

frames enhance the salience or apparent importance of certain notions, characteristics, or 

actions that help to pitch the audience or guide them to a particular interpretation or way 
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of thinking. When politics is framed negatively it leads the audience towards cultivating a 

negative perception of our politics and political identity.  

Economy 

The topic of economy included news stories related to trade, business, industry, 

agriculture, imports, exports, and infrastructure development in Pakistan. The news about 

positive trends in the stock exchange in Pakistan like ―Foreign funds inflow main factor 

behind meteoric rise in stock exchange.‖ (Dawn, August 11, 2003) create the positive 

identity. Infrastructural development like news about digital subscriber line network 

launching in Pakistan paints a positive picture. (Dawn, August 9, 2003). Various 

measures taken by the government to support the poor or middle class as ―Punjab waives 

tax on 5-marla houses‖ indicate positive trends. (The News, April 9, 2005) 

Over all framing of economic issues however, remained negative. Press 

emphasized more on economic crisis like ―Power loom sector at the verge of closure‖ 

(Dawn, April 2, 2011) than economic development. Failure of government policies like 

―Govt. fails to tackle Atta (Flour) shortage‖ (The News, December 15, 2007) and 

―Revenue collection is less than the target of 575 billion‖ (Nawa-e-Waqt, December 17, 

2015) display the dismal picture of economic activities. 

Education 

In the field of education, positive frame valence was utilized more than negative 

frame valence. Positive frames also notably included news stories about educational 

achievements and educational activities in Pakistan thus creating a positive image of 

Pakistan. News stories like educational campaigns launching ―Parho Punjab, Barho 

Punjab Muhim ka Aghaz‖ (Nawa-i-Waqt, April 4, 2015) and statements like ―we will 
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achieve our target of sending every child to school by 2018, Shahbaz Sharif” (Nawa-i-

Waqt, December 20, 2015) demonstrate positive picture.  

A major portion of news about education covered various curricular and co-

curricular activities held in schools, colleges, and universities. However, having negative 

valence in news stories focused on the issues of ghost schools and ghost teachers, 

corruption and lack of basic infrastructures in education sector especially in the 

government or public sector schools and colleges. 

Health 

In the field of health negative issues were highlighted slightly less than positive 

issues. Lack of health facilities, diseases, malnutrition and such issues received more 

space on news pages than the positive issues. It also reflects the ground reality as well 

since health facilities are not easily accessible to all citizens. News stories highlighted 

government's efforts to meet different challenges in health sector including polio, dengue, 

congo virus etc. Polio vaccination campaign and dengue fever issues were addressed in a 

major portion of health coverage. Both positive and negative aspects were highlighted.  

Justice 

 In the field of justice, newspapers covered more news stories on judicial issues, 

and court decision and judges‘ remarks as news stories. Statements like ―Delay in 

elections will not be allowed, Supreme Court” (Jang, August 11, 2007) depicts the 

positive role of judiciary in democracy. News with positive valence covered issues related 

to court proceedings of various important cases, remarks of judges, and decision made. 

Negative coverage was mostly given when Pakistan faced judicial crisis during army 

regime led by General Musharraf who suspended chief justice of Pakistan Supreme Court 

and the issue of PCO judges was discussed during lawyer‘s movement in the country. The 
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most controversial issue focused in the news coverage was suspension of Chaudhry 

Muhammad Iftikhar and refusal of judges from taking oath under Provisional 

Constitutional Order issued by Musharraf after suspension of 1973 constitution of 

Pakistan. During lawyer‘s movement of restoration of judiciary, most of the news 

constructed a negative image of the country. 

Security 

National security discussed in newspapers employed more positive frames. The 

positive frames mostly included military competence of Pakistan Army and successful 

military operations in war against terrorism. The national security was addressed in 

positive terms while discussing Pakistan Army and its efforts to eradicate terrorism in the 

country and make the country a safer place. ―We will sustain the success of Zarb-e-Azb 

and will annihilate the patrons and facilitators of terrorists, Army Chief.‖ (Nawa-i-Waqt, 

December 16, 2015) Similarly, the statement of army chief, ―to surrender before terrorism 

is no option. We were neither failed as a nation nor will be, General Kiyani (Nawa-i-Waqt 

August 14, 2013) displays the resolve of armed forces to end terrorism from Pakistan. 

The success of military operation Zarb-e-Azb was discussed to highlight Army‘s 

efforts to combat terrorism in Pakistan. Pakistan‘s role in fight against terrorism remained 

the most dominant theme in framing national security. Pakistan Army has offered great 

sacrifices for the sovereignty and security of the motherland. General Raheel Sharif 

(Jang, December 15, 2015)  

One major issue concerning security of Pakistan‘s nuclear assets has also been 

discussed ―Our nuclear assets are safe, adventurous must abstain from their mischievous 

designs, National Command Authority‖ (Jang, December 17, 2007)  
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These kind of statements present a strong response and clarification on the issues 

of security of national assets. The negative framing of the news stories in the realm of 

national security counted upon the terrorist and suicide attacks and their consequences 

that contributed to 43% of news stories. The main reason was increased terrorist attacks 

in various cities of Pakistan after 9/11. 

News like a suicide attack on soldiers while they were offering prayer in 

Meeranshah fall in this category of negative frame valence about national security. 

Meeranshah main namaz parhtay fojiyon per khud kush hamla, 5 shaheed, 33 zakhmi 

(Jang, December 19, 2013) 

Similarly, suicide attack during the funeral prayer of an SHO in Quetta killed 30 

including DIG, SP, and 3 DSPs while 60 injured. Though these news are negative about 

the security measure however, they are also depicting Pakistan as a victim of terrorism 

and suicide attacks that leads to a commitment of strengthening national security and 

devising national action plan in the country to improve security situation in Pakistan.  

Overall, the press portrayed positive self of Pakistan in its resolve to fight 

terrorism. ―Pakistan has decided to sign two international conventions on combating 

terrorism that will further increase its commitment to fight global terror, the Pakistan 

embassy in Washington announced.‖ It also constructs a cooperative self of Pakistan 

extending cooperation to international community and abiding by international 

conventions. 

Culture 

The findings revealed that Pakistani newspapers published more news stories 

related to national culture, traditions, and celebrations. Urdu press covered cultural 

activities more than English newspapers. Culture in any society is a creative expression of 



134 

 

its values and beliefs. It is a commonly held proposition that promoting rich cultural 

traditions of any society helps in promoting a soft image of the country. Ceremonial 

activities are always attractive. Coverage of cultural activities also paints a society‘s 

colorful picture in the media. In Pakistani newspapers, cultural celebrations receive more 

space however it is far less than that space which is occupied by domestic politics on 

news pages. 

These news stories about culture included news about cultural festival, 

exhibitions, art festivals, cultural celebrations, religious celebrations, and national 

heritage. Eid-ul-Azha, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid Miladun Nabi,Mela Charaghan, Urs at Sufi 

shrines, art exhibitions were the most common topics of culture that were  textually and 

visually displayed in the newspapers. Eidul Azha is all about delicacies (The News, 

December 20,  2007) depicts positive aspect of cultural and religious traditions. 

Mostly news with positive valence were published in the newspapers. However, 

one example of negative statement about national language was found during the selected 

time frame. This was one of the most controversial issues discussed in the perspective of 

negative framing of language or culture has been the following statement that  

“Urdu main Taleem hasil kernay ka matlab waqt ka ziyaa hai, Wifaqi wazeer e Taleem 

Javed Ashraf Qazi” (Getting educated in Urdu [medium] is wastage of time.) Otherwise 

mostly, culture was covered with positive frames. 

National unity  

Pakistani press overall created a national narrative while also holding the regional 

variations of different point of views. Most of the news stories seemed promoting national 

unity and consensus on national conflicts among various groups and provinces. However, 

news related to national issues on National Finance Commission (NFC) Award and water 
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reservoirs constructions remained under debate and news reflected contesting opinions as 

well.    

On the positive note, national unity has been framed while describing consensus 

among all stakeholder of NFC Award. The concept of national unity also surfaced on the 

issues of democracy in the country. The trend of All Parties Conferences and alliances 

also emerged over these selected years of study. Various political and religious groups 

showcased unanimity on the issues of President Musharraf‘s Army uniform and on 

simultaneously keeping two designation as army chief and president of Pakistan. Political 

parties also showed consensus on the issue of US drone attacks after 9/11. Newspapers 

published various reactions of politicians and international organizations describing US 

drone attacks against the sovereignty of Pakistan and violation of international laws like 

―Drone attacks are a violation of international laws, UN secretary General‖ (August 14, 

2015). 

On the other side, national conflicts also found space in news stories on the issues 

of Baloch nationalist‘s issues and Kala Bagh Dam. For instance, the statement of 

Nationalist Baloch leader Nawab Akber Khan Bugti ―They are not fighting with 

miscreants, they are fighting with Balochis” (Nawa-i-Waqt, December 17, 2005, p.1) 

depicts differences of federal government with one of the least developed province of the 

country. Similarly publication of news like ―Dozens killed in Army action, Baloch 

Nationalists claimed (Nawa-i-Waqt, December 20, 2005, p.1) provoke national conflicts 

and sentiments of nationalists. 

In the above mentioned statements Army is described as an actor and responsible 

for action against Baloch that is one of the largest provinces to Pakistan. Therefore, it 
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leads to the concept of disintegration of the country where the Army is blamed for an 

attack on Baloch citizens.  

On the other hand, another issue of construction of dams has also been framed 

mostly in negative frames. ―NFC formation irks Sindh.‖ (Dawn, August 9, 2003) National 

Finance Commission Award deals with allocation of funds and resources to the 

provinces. The news story further elaborates ―Doubts are being expressed and questions 

raised at the inordinate delay in formation of NFC. How can Islamabad change gas 

pricing policy without consulting provinces? Islamabad has not responded to Sindh‘s 

concern on delay in NFC formation. In an official communication, Sindh has drawn 

Islamabad‘s attention towards poor financial health of the province because of the unjust 

and unfair 1997 NFC Award and had urged the center that this trend needs to be corrected 

immediately.‖ (Dawn, August 9, 2003) 

The framing of NFC Award in this news item is negative with these words ‗unjust 

and unfair‘. It indicates that the province is unhappy with the decisions of the federal 

government that is leading towards rift and clash between the federation and the province. 

In this news item Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan is constructed as an actor whose 

decision is unjust and unfair for one province. Therefore, this news story is regarded as a 

threat to the national integrity. 

Another major national issue in Pakistan is construction of water reservoirs. There 

exist differences among provinces on construction of dams especially Kala Bagh Dam.  

Following news item of Urdu daily Nawa-i-Waqt relates to the disagreement of a Sindh 

nationalist party.   

Framing news story based upon an aggressive response of a Sindh nationalist 

party JSQM on the issue of dam construction ―Jiye Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) called 
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for strike against Kala Bagh Dam, 10 cars and a launch at Karachi fish harbor set on fire‖ 

(December 20, 2005) surfaces the strong opposition to an issue that is of national concern. 

However, an overall analysis shows that majority of the news stories relayed 

consensus and promoted national unity. 

Minorities 

Minorities‘ coverage in Pakistani press remained predominantly positive with 

framing the minorities as enjoying their religious freedom, religious celebrations and 

rituals in Pakistan. Most of the news stories revolved around Christmas celebrations and 

participation of Muslim community side by side shows solidarity and good treatment of 

minorities in Pakistan. In Urdu newspapers especially statements and event reports of 

Christmas cake cutting ceremonies had a major contribution towards positive framing of 

minorities‘ issues. 

The news of first Pakistani Sikh getting commission in Pakistan Army for the first 

time in Pakistan‘s history remained very prominent. ―Harcharan Singh, 19, of Nankana 

Sahib is the first Pakistani Sikh in the country‘s 58 years history who has been 

commissioned in Pakistan Army as officer. The minorities in Pakistan are allowed to sit 

in all examinations including the one conducted by Inter Services Selection Board (ISSB) 

but neither a Hindu nor Sikh could get selected for the Army service since the country‘s 

inception. However, many Christians serve in the Army.‖ (Dawn, August 9, 2001, 

Metropolitan 1)‖ This news story helps build a positive image of Pakistan. Nawa-i-Waqt 

published a news story ―Christian employees will receive a special Christmas allowance 

of Rs. 3 Crore with their salaries on 20th December” (2003, December 19) that depicts 

positive treatment of indigenous minorities in Pakistan. 
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Minorities were especially framed celebrating 14
th

 August as well including Sikh, 

Hindus, and Christians. Such strong images published in the newspapers when Sikhs are 

purchasing Pakistani flags before 14
th

 August and Pakistani Hindu females performing 

their religious rituals before the picture of Quaid-i-Azam displayed their patriotism 

despite being a minority. These images explicitly mark minorities‘ self-awareness and 

pride in being a non-Muslim and yet being able to live in fraternity with Muslims in 

Pakistan. 

The negative frame has been used while voicing discrimination of Christian 

community. Only a few news depicted protests of minorities regarding their demands and 

rights‘ violations. Following statement issued at the National Solidarity Convention 

organized by All Pakistan Minorities Alliance framed negatively, ―Quaid‘s sayings about 

minorities‘ are not followed and they are considered as second grade citizens‖ (Daily 

Jang, August 12, 2007 p.2). The event itself signifies that minorities have a right to 

organize public conventions and gatherings in Pakistan. The organization All Pakistan 

Minorities‘ Alliance also indicates minorities‘ right to establish an organization as a 

platform for minorities.   

Polarization between positive national self and negative other in news stories in 

relation to India, USA, and Afghanistan 

Framing of India varied in different newspapers due to the influence of editorial 

policies of the respective newspapers. An analysis through the framework of polarization 

by Van Dijk‘s clearly reveals that Pakistani press positively constructed the Pakistani self 

and India as evil other. Newspapers highlighted Pakistan‘s efforts to promote peace and 

resolve long standing issues with India. ―Pakistan calls for immediate peace talks with 

India‖, ―Pakistan termed the Track II interaction with India as nice and expressed the 
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hope that it would create an environment for a structured, meaningful dialogue between 

the two countries.‖ Pakistan framed positive gestures like ―Pakistan send mangoes to 

India PM and President.‖ (Dawn, August 12, 2003) to promote cordial relations. 

Similarly, press constructed Pakistan‘s positive self by emphasizing Pakistan‘s initiatives 

towards peace. “Bharat Ahem muamlaat ko hal kernay kay liye hamaray sath mil ker nae 

shuruaat karay, Nawaz Sharif‖ (Nawa-i-Waqt, August 2015) This stance frames 

Pakistan‘s positive initiatives. 

On the contrary, Pakistani press framed India‘s negative response like ―New Delhi 

rejects LOC ceasefire proposal‖ (Dawn, August 13, 2003). This frame constructs India as 

a reluctant self towards peace offers made by Pakistan.  

Almost every news related to Kashmir and especially Occupied Kashmir has been 

published as to construct India as evil other. News about attack of Congress Youth Wing 

protestors on Pakistan‘s high commission in New Delhi has been framed in a manner to 

describe India as evil other. Nawa-i-Waqt even used the word ‗rascals‘ in the headline to 

describe these attackers. Some internal issues of India were also selected and made salient 

in order to construct the negative self of India. Like ―Special courts suggested to try 

Gujrat cases. India‘s national Human Rights Commission seeks probe into attacks on 

Muslims.‖ (Dawn April 2, 2001 P.1) 

News stories about USA also had these themes of positive-self representation and 

negative other representation of USA. It is pertinent to mention that few news stories had 

both themes. Then it was coded after analyzing the dominant theme in the headline.  

Mostly the themes of Pakistan‘s support in war against terrorism have been 

focused to positively represent Pakistan in comparison to USA. Pakistani intelligence 

agencies assisted FBI personnel in Pakistan in tracking Al Qaeda terrorist in Pakistan and 
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shared intelligence information with USA to provide support. Pakistan framed itself 

positively by providing logistics support to NATO in Afghanistan after the attacks of 

9/11.  

On the contrary, US drone attacks inside Pakistani territory was framed as a threat 

to the sovereignty of Pakistan. USA was most frequently othered during Iraq war when 

Pakistani public openly supported Iraq. Many news stories about Anti-US protests were 

published in 2003 and pictures in which public rallied against US invasion in Iraq. 

Afghanistan is also a country that provides a reason to construct a positive identity 

in a comparison. Pakistan has been a host to millions of Afghan refugees since decades. 

Pakistan always supported peaceful Afghanistan. Pakistan facilitated a Joint Pak-Afghan 

Jirga for peace. Pakistan mainly constructed a positive self in comparison to Afghanistan 

on the basis of helping Afghan refugees and peace talk among various factions of Afghan 

tribes to reach a peaceful solutions to the issues in Afghanistan.  

However, there have been certain occasions when Afghanistan supported and used 

by India and created problems for Pakistan. Secondly, Afghanistan has been involved in 

the issues related Pakistan Afghanistan border management. Many a times, Afghanistan 

violated the laws and Pakistan had to deploy troops on its border to obstruct incursions of 

terrorists from Afghanistan into Pakistan. In these contexts, Afghanistan was constructed 

as negative other. However there wasn‘t any significant difference between the categories 

of positive and negative identity. Afghanistan was least addressed country in terms of 

positive self and negative other presentation as compared to India and USA 
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6.3 Discourse Analysis of News Stories 

RQ 1: How news stories comparatively position Pakistani positive-self in media 

discourse in relation to India? 

This research question is answered through discourse analysis of purposively 

selected three news stories published in the newspapers. (See Annexures I) The 

framework of analysis has been devised with a combination of discourse analytic 

approaches of Van Dijk (2001) and Ruth Wodak (2004). Five types of discursive 

strategies which are involved in positive self and negative other presentation are 

discussed here. The discursive construction of us and them is the basic fundament of 

discourses of identity and difference.  

The news story selected for the analysis is based on an interview from Pakistani 

President General Pervez Musharraf. The topic is Pakistan‘s response to India whose 

leaders issued threatening statements of a military attack on Pakistan after a terrorist 

attack on Indian Parliament on December 15, 2001. India blamed Pakistan of these 

terrorist attacks and claimed that Pakistani groups are involved in it that provides a reason 

to attack Pakistan. Indian leader‘s statements and reports of Indian increasing military 

deployment on border with Pakistan further escalated the tension between India and 

Pakistan. The meaning and impact of such discourse can be grasped when relating them 

to Pakistan India relations in pre and post-independence eras.  

In referential strategy, nomination of social actors mentioned in this discourse 

includes President of Pakistan General Pervez Musharraf, India, terrorists who attacked 

Indian Parliament, 12 people killed including 5 attackers who had a shootout with 

security guards, unknown individual/group involved in terrorist act, Indian leaders giving 
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threatening statements to Pakistan, Pakistani armed forces and Afghanistan as an ally of 

India to damage Pakistan.  

First strategic move is political self-presentation of General Pervez Musharraf 

who is not only the President of Pakistan but also Army Chief at the same time. He holds 

a strong position in Government as well as military set up. In this way, he had both public 

and military support. He is explicit in nomination and his point of view while advising 

India to avoid adventurism.  

The lexical choice made in the headline is ―adventurism‖ that is a verb too and it 

would be met with force. He has referred India as ―Adventurous‖ that can be understood 

by analyzing rhetorical means. General Musharraf has warned India against any 

precipitate act against Pakistan. This attribution is directed at India as an out-group or 

―Them”.  

Proposition: India is described as an agent and Pakistan as patient. Whereas the 

implication is that India‘s adventurism can have serious repercussion of a war-like 

situation that must not be done. The Agent is responsible for threat to peace that predicate 

negative traits to India. Adventurism against Pakistan is presented as illogical the way 

precipitate action against Pakistan is irrational without concrete evidence. So the 

argument to out-group India is their leaders ‗threatening statements‘ to Pakistan without 

‗adequate proof‘.  

The Perspectivation is dealt with detail where speaker‘s point of view is 

elaborated. Pakistani president details ‗Our‘ point of view against ‗them‘. He emphasized 

on positive self by saying ‗We are against terrorism‘, we condemn terrorism‘, we strongly 

condemn it, ‗We will cooperate as long as there is evidence.‘ The statement also 

emphasize ‗Our‘ good behavior ‗we would not like Pakistani territory to be used for 
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terrorist act anywhere in the world – including India‘ and ‗ we will take any action against 

anybody involved‘. 

Our point of view is logical because ‗we expect proof‘ and we would like to be 

very sure with concrete proof‘. Good actions are attributed to Us whereas Their actions 

are illogical. ‗India allegation don‘t have proof.‘ It means their leaders are threatening 

while ‗their‘ proof is not adequate‘.  

Semantic Move: ―We will take action against anybody involved in Pakistan in 

these acts, if at all proved, he said. If is used as a semantic move but provides a rationale 

of taking action on behalf of Pakistan. This semantic move also supports the proposition 

that Indian allegations are imaginary so far. The Indian govt. has not yet provided 

concrete evidence to prove their allegations of Pakistani involvement in terrorist attacks 

on Indian Parliament.  

‗We will cooperate as long as there is evidence against any individual or group.‖ 

As long as is also used as a semantic move.  

Pakistan‘s point of view and Pakistani identity construction is semantically 

signaled by positive self-representation and negative-other representation. Semantic 

modes of meaning reflect an overall strategy of highlighting positive qualities of own 

group and emphasize irrational attitude of other group.  

Perspective: Pakistani president is explicit in his stance that his government is not 

involved in violence in Occupied Kashmir. He supports fight against terrorism and offers 

cooperation to fight against terrorists.  

Position and identification is also determined by use of pronouns and deictic 

expressions in the discourse. General Musharraf has used politically crucial pronouns 

―We‖ and ―Our‖ for positive-self presentation. The use of pronouns categorizes ‗our‘ as 
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‗us‘ or self-group and those are not included in our group. The pronoun ‗We‘ has been 

used as an anaphora six times in the text to emphasize and clarify Pakistan‘s position.  

The alliteration is also used in the headline ―Avoid Adventurism‖ as a rhetorical 

device. Use of deictic expression ‗This‘ would lead to very serious repercussions‘ signals 

presupposed Indian attack on Pakistan. 

The explicit expression of ‗They want to damage us‘ indicates a bad intention and 

it is attributed to ‗Them‘ has an intensifying function. It helps the President to carry his 

positive-self and negative other presentation in a literal sense.  

RQ 2: How news stories position Pakistani positive-self in media discourse with 

regard to US? 

The second selected story relates to indictment of 11 citizens including three 

Pakistanis in USA accused of conspiring terrorist activities against India. The headline of 

the news story was ―11 indicted in US for planning Jihad‖ (2003, August 10). The news 

story tells the readers about the details of those indicted, their background, education, and 

other activities. It also includes direct quotations of those interviewed including the 

neighbors, colleagues, and friends of those indicted by US court. It also questions the law 

which was used by the court to give the verdict.  

In referential strategy, actors include 11 US citizens including three Pakistani 

named in the news story (as Masud Ahmad Khan; Khawaja Mehmood Hassan; M, 

Attique), two unnamed African Americans, two White, and one South Korean. All are US 

citizens of which two are legal residents. All the accused are Muslims and pleaded not 

guilty.  

In prediction strategy, the leader of the accused group of people Randal Ismail 

Royer is described as supporter of ―Kashmir independence movement‖. The use of 
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inverted commas for Kashmir Independence movement suggests it a just cause and 

people fighting for independence of Kashmir are not terrorists but only ―fighters‖ who 

want an end to Indian control over Kashmir. This justifies our action. The description of 

rest of the group members accused of supporting terrorism indicates they are associates of 

Prince George‘s Community college in Washington, two immigrants launching high tech 

careers and one lecturer pursuing a doctorate in science. The positive description shows 

our good action and an irony on their illogical action of accusing them to be terrorists.  

The argumentation strategy is adopted by quoting neighbors and colleagues 

calling the accused as ―quiet, hard-working, studious, and religious‖.  Lexical choices 

used for the accused are more positive ones. They are studious because their fellows 

found them ―spending their off hours poring through books at book stalls‖. This is a good 

action attributed to our group. This also poses another question mark on the decision of 

indicting these men and associating these with planning terrorism. 

Another important argument is labeling the law as ―Century old and seldom-used‖ 

that prosecutors used to indict the accused of terrorism. Since the law does not have 

recent relevance therefore, the court decision is presented as questionable and 

challengeable. The construction of accused in a positive manner presents justification of 

an illogical action of US as out group and innocence of accused as in group. 

RQ 3: How news stories comparatively position Pakistani positive-self in media 

discourse with regard to Afghanistan? 

Third news story selected for the discourse analysis relates to an attack on 

Pakistani checkpoint on the western border with Afghanistan published in Dawn on 

August 14, 2003. The news story narrates four incidents; attack of Afghan militia on 

Pakistani check point in Mohmand district, Afghan tribesmen opened fire on Pakistani 
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border patrolling party in Qamardin Karan in Balochistan, abduction of 3 Pakistani 

border force personnel, and Pakistan‘s deployment of troops on its border with 

Afghanistan to stop the infiltration from Afghanistan into Pakistani territory. 

In this news story, Afghan militia is described as actors. The action was firing 

rockets and mortar shells by Afghan militia. The patient were described as Pakistani 

security personnel. The setting of the scene was Mohmand Agency near Pakistan-Afghan 

border. 

As referential strategy Afghan militia has been referred to as an attacker that has 

fired rockets and mortar shells at Pakistani check post. Other nominations are Pakistani 

troops, suspected Taliban and Al Qaeda extremists, Afghan tribesmen, three-way 

commission of Afghanistan, US, and Pakistan, Pakistani border forces‘ personnel.  

Lexical choices include suspected Taliban, soared and strained relations, block 

infiltration, incursion, volatile region, and extremists. The lexical choices are mostly 

negative while referring to Afghanistan. The prediction in the text is that Afghan 

infiltrators are suspected Taliban and Al-Qaeda extremists. The text has utilized negative 

words to describe Afghanistan as Other include attacker, abductor, suspected, and 

infiltrators.  

Propositions about negative other: Afghan militia attacked Pakistani check post. 

Afghan tribesmen attacked Pakistani mission in Kabul. Afghan tribesmen abducted 3 

Pakistani border forces personnel. Afghan tribesmen call setting up check posts on the 

border as Pakistani incursion into Afghan territory. In all these negative propositions, 

Afghanistan is an agent and Pakistan is a patient. Afghan militia and tribesmen are 

offensive and taking illegal, illogical, and destructive measures against Pakistan. 
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Propositions about positive self was Pakistani troops did not return fire. It implies 

that good act is attributed to self that Pakistan didn‘t retaliate and constructs Pakistan‘s 

image of a pacifying country.  

Description: Their bad actions are described in greater detail. They fired rockets 

and mortar shells. They are firing at our check posts. They crossed into Pakistan. They 

attacked Pakistani Mission in Kabul. They abducted 3 Pakistani border force personal. 

They opened fire at our patrolling party. In all these descriptions, their negative is 

explicit. It implies Afghanistan‘s violations of international laws and diplomatic norms. 

They allege Pakistan of incursion deep into Afghan territory. Pakistan strongly denied 

this charge and allowed a three way commission of Afghanistan, US, and Pakistan to visit 

and examine if Pakistan has violated the rules and agreements. It implies that Pakistan is 

abiding by international laws and conventions.   

Deictic expressions have also been utilized while quoting official of Pakistan 

army spokesperson. We don‘t know the reason. They opened fire on our patrolling party. 

They abducted three of our men. Pronouns like ―We‖ and ―Our‖ are used four times to 

describe us as in-group and as victims. 

Argumentation is mentioned in the news story. Since Afghanistan infiltrated for 

conducting terrorists activities in Pakistan therefore, Pakistan closed its border with 

Afghanistan and deployed troops to stop infiltration. Pakistan‘s initiative to deploy troops 

to stop extremists‘ infiltration from Afghanistan into Pakistan implies Pakistan‘s 

constructive role in war against terrorism and positive contribution to world peace. 

However, this also caused strained relations between the two neighbors. Afghanistan is 

not happy and attack on Pakistani forces imply their irrational response to peace building 

efforts of Pakistan.  
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The second argument is placed in response to their allegation of Pakistani check 

post set up inside Afghan territory is that an international commission is monitoring the 

situation and their reports are awaited. 

Their good action is placed in the last two sentences of the news story where 

Afghan border officials assured the efforts to release Pakistani abducted men from 

Afghan tribesmen. The placement indicates that good actions of them are mitigated by 

placing them in the last sentence of the news story.   

RQ 4: How Pakistani press promote themes of banal nationalist symbols to 

construct positive identity of Pakistan? 

Drawing upon the concept of banal nationalism by Micheal Billig (1995) this 

study analyzed and found few banal nationalist symbols utilized by the newspapers in 

Pakistan. The analysis reveals that during the selected time frame from 2001-2015 out of 

all 4 newspapers, Daily Dawn and Nawa-i-Waqt utilized relatively more symbols than 

Daily Jang and Daily The News. The banal nationalist themes surfaced in the analysis 

included 

1. Use of national color and national flag in newspaper logo 

2. Use of picture/image of father of the nation Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

3. Use of verses of national poet Allama Muhammad Iqbal 

4. Use of selected extracts from the speeches and statements of Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah 

5. Use of historical references to Pakistan‘s freedom movement. 

Daily Dawn used the image of Pakistani map in its logo of metropolitan page in 

2011. In 2015, Dawn changed and modified its flag and incorporated an image of founder 
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of Pakistan Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. In this image used in the logo, Quaid-i-

Azam is wearing a single lens spectacle and direction of his face is downwards as if he is 

reading something. Dawn also publishes at the top of its front page in the flag/masthead 

Dawn ―Founded by Quiad-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah‖. (Annexure II) 

 On 14
th

 August 2015, Urdu Daily Jang and its sister organization The News 

changed the color of their logo. For the first time, the logo of daily Jang turned green 

reflecting the color of Pakistani national flag. Similarly, The News published Pakistani 

flag across the front page in green color with crescent and a star. (See Annexures II) 

Nawa-i-Waqt being an ideological newspaper utilized the banal nationalist 

symbols the most in its contents in the selected time period. Nawa-i-Waqt regularly 

published single column boxed item on its back page titled ―Naya Zamaana Naye Subh-o-

Sham Paida ker‖ (Start a new beginning while changing your life) containing verses of 

Pakistan‘s national poet Allama Muhammad Iqbal. The boxed items had a permanent 

logo of yellow colored horizon like image in the background and an oval shaped frame of 

Iqbal‘s picture in the foreground with the caption mentioned above. The boxed item 

contained verses from Iqbal‘s poetry from his various publications including ―Baang-e-

Daraa‖, Baal-e-Jibreel‖ etc. The poetry usually addresses the nation and the youth with 

motivational messages in the verses.  

“Uth k zulmat hui paida ufaq-e-khawar per 

Bazm main shola nawaee say ujaala ker dain 

Is Chaman ko sabaq Aeen-e-namoo ka day ker 

Qatra-e-Shabname bay maya ko darya ker dain” 

 (Nawa-i-Waqt, August 14, 2007) 
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This section is a permanent feature of daily Nawa-i-Waqt that promotes 

nationalism and creates patriotism and reference to historical memories.  

Nawa-i-Waqt also started publishing another boxed item on its front page on daily 

basis from 2005-2007. It published picture of father of the nation Quaid-i-Azam 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Pakistani flag, image of historical Minar-e-Pakistan as a mark of 

nationalism along with a popular quotation from Quaid-i-Azam. For instance, on Aug 8, 

2005 the extract from Quaid-i-Azam‘s speech at the reception of Quetta Municipality on 

June 15, 1948 was published  in the Nawa-e-Waqt: ―Ab hum Pakistani hain, na balochi, 

na pathan, na sindhi, na begali, na Punjabi, hamain sirf Pakistani aur Pakistnai 

kehlaanay per fakhar kerna chahiye. Hum jo kuch mehsoos kerain jo bhi amal karain, jo 

bhi qadam utha‟ain, Pakistani aur faqat Pakistani ki haisiyat say. Main aap say kehta 

hoon k aap jab bhi koi naya iqdaam karain to pehlay ruk ker zara soch lain k ye aap ki 

zaati ye muqami pasand na pasand k zer-e-asar hai ya Pakistan ki falaah-o-behbood ka 

khayal doosri sub baton per ghalib hai” 

“Her shakhs ko apnay gaaon, qasbay aur shehr say mohabbat honi chahiye aur is 

ki behbood aur taraqqi k liye mehnat kerni chahiye ye bari achi baat hai. Lekin is say bhi 

zyada achi baat ye hai k her shakhs ko apnay mulk say apnay qasbay aur shehr say zyada 

muhabbat honi chahiye aur mulk ki khatir nisbatan zyada lagan aur shiddat say mehnat 

kerni chahiye.” (August 10, 2005 Nawa-e-Waqt) 

Another extract says: 

“Main Pakistan k her musalman mard aur aurat say kehta hoon k wo is ki tameer 

karain taakay wo aqwaam-e-Alam main aik muaziz maqam paida ker sakain” (Message 

on Id-ul-Adha, 24
th

 October, 1947)  
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Publication of such extracts from Quaid-i-Azam‘s addresses and speeches is an 

effort to trigger the nationalist feelings among masses.  

Nawa-i-Waqt also published a special boxed item ―Main nay Pakistan Bantay 

Dekha‖ about the history of Pakistan. It included an interview with a worker of Pakistan 

Movement to bring their experiences and eye witness account of the history to the readers 

during the year 2007 as it was the 50
th

 year of Pakistan‘s independence.   
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6.4 Quantitative Findings of Visual Content Analysis 

   

 

Figure 6.4 Total number of pictures published in English and Urdu press (2001-2015) 

 

Urdu press is leading in publication of pictures across all these years with the 

highest number in year 2009. English press published least number of pictures in year 

2007 as compared to Urdu press that published 311 pictures. 
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Figure 6.5 Comparison of English and Urdu press of total pictures published across all 

positive categories 

Except politics this figure compares pictures published in the press across all 

positive categories. Education, security, culture and celebrations received more space 

in newspapers as compared to other categories.  

 

Figure 6.6 Pictures published about domestic politics in the press (2001-2015) 

English press published 114 pictures related to domestic politics whereas Urdu 

press published record 602 pictures shown in the figure 6.5. 
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Figure 6.7 Total number of pictures published in English press framing positive 

identity of Pakistan (2001-2015) 

English press published majority of pictures in two positive frames of identity: 

Politically active (15%) and rich culture (14%) 
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Figure 6.8 Total number of pictures published in Urdu press framing positive identity 

of Pakistan (2001-2015) 

The most notable field is which received maximum space of news photographs 

has been politics with the most prominent 43% of total share. Pictures depicting 

educational activities and achievements (8%) and celebration (8%) were more than 

cultural activities (6%) 
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Figure 6.9 Distribution of total pictures published in English press in categories that 

frame negative identity of Pakistan 

English press published 34% pictures of protests and 19 % highlighting bad 

infrastructure in the country. In addition to these, another important aspect of Pakistani 

nation was framed as violators of rules and regulation that is a reality as well.  
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Figure 6.10 Distribution of total pictures published in Urdu press in categories that 

frame negative identity of Pakistan 

The most prominent images in this category were of protestor (63%) followed 

by other categories indicating dirty environment and minorities‘ rights violations (5% 

each)  
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6.5 Semiotic Analysis of Pictures 

Last part of findings presents a semiotic analysis of purposively selected pictures 

published in newspapers in order to analyze how print media frame identity in visual 

images. Photojournalism has been one of the most persuasive of communication that uses 

photographic story-telling to document life. It is universal and transcends cultural and 

linguistic barriers. (Irby, 1996) 

The representative pictures are selected from 9 pre-defined frames and 13 

categories that emerged from the data during analysis. Mostly pictures from news 

agencies appear in all selected newspaper on the same day. However, pictures qualified 

for selection upon the criterion of their good quality and representativeness. The picture 

quality in Urdu newspapers has been extremely low and mostly images were very small 

in size, and blurred therefore, could not be included in the analysis. It posed a limitation 

to this study as well. The selected pictures were representative of their respective category 

and selected upon researcher‘s judgment to best serve the purpose of semiotic analysis.  

First set of pictures include 16 pictures with positive frame valence and second set 

constitutes of 8 pictures from negative frame valence. 

6.5.1 Positive frames/topics 

6.5.1.1  Political development  

Images related to politics fall in various sub categories including political 

meetings, political gatherings, scenes of polling stations, voters‘ queue, people casting 

votes, and demonstrating political support for various political groups or parties depict 

Pakistan‘s positive-self as a democratic and politically developed nation. Such images 

help construct a positive political identity of Pakistan. 
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Caption: “A woman walks past a billboard installed by Election Commission of 

Pakistan along Islamabad Highway, encouraging voters to participate in elections. 

Photo by Tanveer Shahzad” (Dawn) 

Denotative Meaning  

The picture focuses a billboard advertisement of Election Commission of Pakistan 

erected on a very busy road in the capital called Islamabad Highway while a woman is 

walking past this billboard on the roadside. The caption of the picture illustrates the 

location, focal object, scene, and message on the billboard. The caption carries no 

adjective. The composition is diagonal as a woman is walking and few cars are visible on 

the road in the background. The whole message lies in the signage. The color in the 

background of the billboard is green that is the color of Pakistani national flag. The 

picture is taken in a long shot. Ballot box symbolizes elections and democracy in 

Pakistan. 

The picture has focused a billboard that displays an advertisement with slogans, 

logo, and identification of the advertiser. The first slogan is ―Bula Raha Hai Pakistan‖ 

(Pakistan is calling). The logo includes an image of a female hand casting a vote and a 

ballot box. Second slogan is ―Say Yes to Vote‖ with a sign of check/tick that reinforcing 

the idea of casting vote. Third slogan says: ―Aap ka Mulk, Aap ka Mustaqbil‖ (that means 
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your country, your future). It has a direct address to the audience i.e. the voters. The last 

message says: Zimmay daar shehri banain, vote dalain‖ that means ―Be a responsible 

citizen and cast your vote. The advertiser is identified as Election Commission of 

Pakistan. The purpose of the billboard is to encourage people to participate in elections 

and fulfill their responsibility as a good citizen.  

Connotative Meaning 

There are a lot of meaningful messages in this picture for instance, ‗Pakistan is 

calling‘. Pakistan is personified as someone directly addressing the citizens to be 

politically active and be a part of election process. This signifies political freedom in the 

country that people have the right to vote that gives a positive image of Pakistan‘s 

political system as democratic.  

The purpose of this advertisement seems encouraging female political activism 

and persuading them to ―say yes to vote‖. Political activism is referred to political 

participation and a responsibility of public to use their right to elect a political candidate 

of their choice. The call from the country also indicates nationalism, national unity, and 

encouraging in members of the nation a sense of responsibility towards the country.   

Third level of signification  

The picture contains interesting meanings. It points out the dilemma of our 

political and social system that political participation is not considered important by the 

majority of our population questioning what difference it will make. It has been evident 

from low voters‘ turn out in many previous general elections in Pakistan. Secondly, 

focusing a female character twice is also significant. Females are politically less active in 

Pakistan. Therefore, the logo of ballot box having a female hand casting vote is 

meaningful in pointing its target audience.  
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For making a nation united, common future and aspirations are emphasized in this 

picture. The slogan your country your future is an effective technique of nation building 

and national unity. Direct address to the countrymen boosts the feeling of sameness and 

nationalism. Thus the billboard in the picture provides a site for generating national 

integration and endorsing positive national identity of Pakistani nation. 

This picture overall corresponds to the ideals set by father of the nation Quaid-i-

Azam about women‘s political activism and participation in political and social sphere in 

Pakistan. 
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6.5.1.2  Economic Development  

 

Caption: Farmers work in potato field – APP (The News) 

Denotative Meaning 

The caption narrates that farmers are working in a field. The location is a potato 

field where potatoes are piled up after harvest. Many piles are lined up across the field. A 

tractor is also visible in the background. Two farmers are pouring potatoes out from a 

sack. The picture is taken in a long shot capturing a wide area of the location. The 

composition is diagonal as farmers are working in the field. 

Connotative Meaning 

The major signs in this picture are piles of potatoes and potato field represents 

agricultural activity in Pakistan. Agriculture is the lifeline of Pakistan‘s economy 

accounting for 19.5 percent of the gross domestic product, employing 42.3 percent of the 

labor force and providing raw material for several value-added industries. According to 

Pakistan Economic Survey (2017), performance of the agriculture sector remained up to 

the mark in 2017 and achieved growth of 3.46 percent.  

In this picture, the focus is upon the harvest of potato in Punjab province signified 

by the dressing of farmers. The lion‘s share in potato production i.e. 85 percent comes 
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from Punjab. Over the years, potato has become an important crop for both farmers and 

consumers in Pakistan.  It is the fourth most important crop by volume of production, it is 

high yielding, having a high nutritive value and gives high returns to farmers. Potato 

production during the ten year period between 1988 and 1998 is estimated to have 

increased at 8.19 percent per annum on account of 4.09 percent annual expansion in its 

area and 3.9 percent improvement. (Rafiq, 2018) 

This picture overall positively portrays agricultural activity in Pakistan and shows 

the hard work of farmers and the reward in shape of a good yield. The setting of the 

picture is the time of harvest that signifies successful completion of one agricultural cycle 

in Pakistan. Harvest time is the most significant time in a farmer‘s personal and country‘s 

economic life. The successful produce of crops brings economic profits and prosperity 

not only to farmers but also to country as well. This picture also resonates with Quaid‘s 

vision of strong economic base of Pakistan that is the second most important pillar of 

nation building after education.  
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6.5.1.3  Development: Infrastructural Development 

 

Caption 

 A picturesque view of City bridge- Photo by Akmal Bhatti (The News) 

Denotative Meaning  

This picture is taken in a long shot capturing a view of Lahore city from an 

overhead bridge. The location of the picture is near the historical Badshahi Mosque in 

Lahore. Busy roads, electric poles, vehicles, minarets and dome of historical Badshahi 

Mosque, and cloudy weather is also visible in the picture. The most prominent is the 

cluster of strings dispersing from a center in the air looks like holding the bridge. The 

caption termed it as a picturesque view of the city.  

Connotative Meaning 

The picture represents a wide view of the city from camera lens. The connotative 

meaning is the infra structural development in the city of Lahore. The flyover in this 

picture is called first ever suspended flyover bridge called Azadi Chowk flyover in the 

center of the city. The Lahore Development Authority constructed Azadi Chowk signal 

free junction in a record time of 165 days at a total cost of Rs5.35 billion and was 

inaugurated in 2014. A flyover and an elevated roundabout has three up-ramps and three 

down-ramps visible in the picture. The overall length of the interchange is 2.53 

kilometers. On average, over two hundred thousand vehicles daily pass through this 
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junction, saving fuel of Rs 9 million per annum. (Khan, 2014) This picture represents 

Pakistan‘s growing infrastructure and facilities provided to the citizens of one of biggest 

and densely populated cities of Pakistan. The vehicles moving on the road reflect the busy 

life of the city. The Mosque in the background is one of the oldest historical buildings of 

Lahore for which this city is commonly known and also signify the cultural heritage. On 

the right side of the picture and under the flyover is a station of metro bus recently 

constructed transportation system by the provincial government. So overall, it builds a 

positive image of the city and commuting facilities available for the citizens.  

Third level of Signification 

The minarets and dome of historical mosque in the background and cluster of 

string holding the flyover in the foreground signifies a binary of the oldest and the newest 

constructions in the city. The Badshahi Mosque was constructed in 1673 by Mughal 

emperor Aurangzeb and the bridge is built recently in 2014. It symbolically presents a 

creative comparison of past with present, and traditionalism with modernism in one shot 

that is very meaningful.  
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6.5.1.4  Education 

 

Caption 

Students take interest in the books displayed at the Punjab University book fair. APP 

(Dawn) 

Denotative meaning 

The caption of the picture clearly delineates the happening, location, and 

participants of this book fair. The composition is diagonal picking one moment from an 

ongoing event. The names of few books are visible that work as informal signage in the 

picture. 

This book fair was organized by the University of the Punjab that is one of the 

largest, oldest, and most prestigious universities in Pakistan. The colorful image captures 

a large number of books and students standing on the book stalls. Both the buyers and 

sellers of books are busy in selecting and selling the books. Few of these books visible in 

the picture include ―The life of Muhammad‖ placed prominently than other books on the 

display, Abu Bakr Siddique, Imam Raazi, Awais Qarni, Baba Bulleh Shah, Suqraat, 

Labbaik and so on. The books on the display in the picture are mostly on famous religious 

personalities including Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and Caliphs Hazrat Abu Bakr 
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Siddique and Hazrat Ali. Other books are on philosopher Socrates, Punjabi poet Bulleh 

Shah and travelogue of Hajj titled as Labbaik by Mumtaz Mufti.  

The most prominent in the picture is the female student and buyer wearing green 

shirt and black Dupatta, holding a file and smiling while reading something in the book. 

Standing next is a young male buyer reading a book followed by 2 other female and male 

students discussing something about the book. In the background a large number of other 

students are busy in visiting various stalls and purchasing books. A large number of 

books can also be seen displayed in the shelves behind the salesmen at the book fair.    

Connotative Meaning 

The picture connotes young generations‘ interest in purchasing and reading books 

in this era of technological advancement, online resources and e-books. A large number 

of visitors at book fair is also symbolic along with the female students‘ presence. It has 

been a common perception about Pakistan in the western countries that girls are not 

allowed to go to schools. Once the researcher happened to meet few German journalists 

visiting Pakistan who were surprised to see a girl‘s college in Lahore and astonished to 

see that girls in Pakistan are running a campus radio in that college premises apart from 

getting formal professional education. Especially after the incident of and selective and 

biased coverage of Malala Yousufzai incident, many people around the world believe that 

Pakistani girls cannot go to schools and are illiterate. This image portrays the true image 

of Pakistani urban young students who are educated and like book reading.   

 This image also corresponds to the ideals of father of the nation regarding 

education. Quaid repeatedly emphasized importance of education for youth. ―The first 

and the foremost thing of a nation‘s foundation is education. Today we are fighting and 

struggling. Tomorrow is for you - Students. You must undertake responsibility…… 
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Without education, it was complete darkness and with education it is light. Education is 

the matter of life and death for our nation. The world is moving so fast that if you do not 

educate yourselves you will be not only completely left behind but will be finished up‖ 

(Ahmad, 2000: 41). Therefore, this picture constructs a positive-self of Pakistan. 
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6.5.1.5  Healthcare  

 

Caption  

CHITRAL: A doctor administering vaccine to a child at the district headquarter 

hospital during the anti-polio campaign here on Thursday. (Dawn) 

Denotative Meaning 

This picture illustrates a doctor vaccinating a small child. The location is district 

headquarters in Chitral in Northern Areas of Pakistan. Major signs in the picture are 

vaccine, dress and hair style of the female holding her child. Vaccine is for polio and the 

female is wearing traditional dress of Kalash with a colorful yellow cap. The cap is a 

piece of art - hand worked in very fine cross stitch, with bright yellow and red colors, 

floral pattern, and intricate embroidery. The braided hair style is also representing the 

Kalash culture. Both vaccinators are male belonging to the northwestern province of 

Pakistan.  
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Connotative Meaning 

The major theme in the picture is vaccination during anti-polio campaign in 

Pakistan. Pakistan is in one of the three countries in the world with ongoing polio virus 

transmission alongside Afghanistan and Nigeria. Routine immunization against polio is 

mandatory in Pakistan since 1978 however, national immunization days have been carried 

out since 1994 regularly.  The number of polio affected has progressively dropped from 

306 in 2014 to 2 cases in 2017. The picture represents Pakistan‘s polio eradication 

program‘s goal ―from coverage to no missed children‖ only less than 0.05% parents 

refuse vaccination according to a report of The Independent Monitoring Board (IMB) on 

Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) to End Polio in Pakistan‖ (Liam, 2017). 

Despite belonging to a less developed and far flung area in Khayber Pakhtoonkhwa, the 

mother in the picture is positively participating in the campaign and getting her baby 

vaccinated. 

The location of the picture is significantly meaningful in wake of polio 

vaccination campaign. Chitral is a remote area in Pakistan‘s north western province that 

is not well-developed. However, an anti-polio drive in this relatively backward area 

signifies provision of health facilities in outlying parts of the country.  

This picture is meaningful on the basis of female‘s traditional appearance and 

dressing style. Chitral owes diversity of cultural heritage where the Kalash women have a 

head dress decorated with fossilized kauri shells and beads, indicating that the land was 

once under the sea (Shahida, 2013). Traditional hand embroidered cap is also worn by the 

women as visible in the picture. This women in the picture represents traditionalism that 

is usually taken as synonym to conservatism. In Pakistan, some conservative section 

refuse to participate in polio vaccination campaign due to their reservations and 
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stereotype thinking. However, despite traditionalism, Kalash women‘s participation in 

polio vaccination drive illustrates her flexibility towards the campaign and acceptance of 

this idea. Overall, the image portrays a positive image regarding anti-polio drive in 

Pakistan and health facilities.   

Third level of signification 

 The female in the picture represents a mother taking care of her child is also 

symbolic to the conviction of a mother that her child should be safeguarded against 

certain health hazards in order to persuade all other mothers to follow. It also indicates 

that if a Kalash woman (mother) can participate in the campaign then other mothers 

should also not hesitate to participate no matter what are their beliefs, background, and 

socio-cultural context.  
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6.5.1.6  National Security & Military Competence  

 

Caption  

KAMRA: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif sits in the cockpit of a JF-17 Thunder Aircraft 

as he is briefed by Air Chief Marshal Tahir Rafique on Wednesday. (Dawn) 

Denotative Meaning 

The main characters in this image are Prime Minister of Pakistan Nawaz Sharif 

and Air Chief Marshal Tahir Rafique of Pakistan Air Force. The caption describes that 

Prime Minister is sitting in the cockpit of JF- 17 Thunder aircraft. The Air Chief Marshal 

is briefing the Prime Minister about the fighter aircraft as achievement of Pakistan Air 

Force. The location is Kamra that is one of the most prominent Air Bases of Pakistan Air 

Force. The composition of the picture is diagonal as Prime Minister looks at the aircraft 

with a smile on his face. Air Chief Marshal is not prominently visible as he stands outside 

the aircraft while PM is sitting inside the cockpit. 

Connotative Meaning 

At the connotative level, this image has multi-layered meanings. First of all 

manufacturing of JF-17 Thunder aircraft in Pakistan is an important milestone in the 
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history of Pakistan Air Force and Engineering. This is the first fighter aircraft designed 

and manufactured by a joint venture of Pakistani and Chinese engineers in Pakistan. It is a 

single-engine multi-role fighter jet. Development on the aircraft started in 1999, and the 

maiden flight was conducted in 2003. 

The upgraded models have upgraded avionics, air-to-air refueling capability, data 

link, enhanced electronic warfare capability and enhanced load carrying ability. The JF-

17 can be equipped with air-to-air and air-to-ground ordinance (Khan, 2017). Prime 

Minister sitting inside the cockpit is symbolic of the security measures of Pakistan. The 

smile on the face of PM Nawaz Sharif indicates the pride and a sense of achievement for 

our national security forces and Army. It also shows Pakistan's commitment towards 

promoting self-reliance in defense production.  

Both characters in the picture represent and lead two national institutions, Pakistan 

Army and the government of Pakistan. Thus their presence at this moment shows close 

coordination and support for each other. Prime Minister as a representative of Pakistani 

nation sitting in the cockpit or the driving seat also indicates the hold and power of the 

government and leading the nation towards development and strengthening national 

security. The aircraft is a fighter aircraft that symbolizes Pakistan aspirations to fight with 

the enemy to defend Pakistan‘s frontiers and fortify national security. This picture is also 

an indicator of the expertise of Pakistani engineers and Pakistan‘s development in the 

field of defense.  

Third level of signification 

The picture implies new dynamics in Pakistan-China relations. It is an indicator of 

changing geo-politics in South Asia and Pakistan‘s shifting foreign policy with 

international actors and super powers. Partially the manufacturing of JF-17 Thunder was 
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a result of US denial to sale F-16 aircrafts to Pakistan for which Pakistan kept waiting for 

many years. Changing security partnership points out Pakistan‘s changing foreign policy 

towards USA and tilt towards China. Between 250 and 300 aircraft will be inducted into 

the air force. For Pakistan Air Force, the JF-17 fills the gap that had arisen due to an 

ageing inventory, which was further affected by sanctions placed on the country 

following the nuclear tests in 1998.  

Simultaneously, it is a power show for India. It confirms Pakistan‘s resolve to 

maintain deterrence in order to secure national frontiers and maintaining balance of power 

in the South Asia with India striving to become a regional super power. 

Overall, the image symbolizes strong security and a positive identity if Pakistan in 

terms of their defense system. It echoes the vision of Quaid-i-Azam where he termed 

defense of Pakistan as a crucial pillar of nation building.  
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6.5.1.7  Minorities’ rights 

 

Caption 

Rahim Yar Khan: Hindu women perform their religious ritual before a portrait of the 

Quaid-i-Azam at an Independence Day function arranged by Jaag Welfare 

Foundation. 

Denotative meaning 

The caption states the ritual performed by Pakistani Hindu women in wake of 

Pakistan‘s Independence Day. The signs in the picture include a portrait of Muhammad 

Ali Jinnah, 2 Pakistani flags lying on the table, flowers, a plate of candles and traditional 

dressing and bangles of three females performing Hindu ritual. The picture apparently 

seems diagonal as the ritual is performed in a continuity.  

Three Pakistani Hindu females are performing Hindu ritual in a ceremony of 

Pakistan‘s Independence Day celebration on 14
th

 August. The ritual is performed before 

the portrait of Quaid-i-Azam which is decorated with a garland frequently observed by 

Hindu community to honor deceased family members. The ceremony is organized by a 

welfare organization to make minorities a part of Independence Day celebrations along 
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with other Pakistanis. The females have traditional dressing of southern Punjab with a 

large number of white bangles covering full arms and colorful embroided dresses. 

Connotative Meaning 

This picture conveys a positive message regarding minorities‘ rights in Pakistan 

and is meaningful at two levels: one is that they have religious freedom in Pakistan to 

perform their religious rituals and secondly, they show their respect for the father of the 

nation and allegiance to the country where they constitute only a minority.  

Third level of Signification 

At the third level of signification, this picture depicts the status of minorities in 

Pakistan. Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah reiterated many times in his speeches that 

minority rights will be protected in Pakistan as fundamental rights. This picture truly 

represents Quaid‘s ideals and reciprocally indicates minorities‘ respect for Quaid.   
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6.5.1.8  Culture: Eid Celebrations 

 

Caption  

Colourful bangles on sale at Bano Bazaar on Saturday. (Dawn) 

Denotative Meaning 

The caption illustrates sale of colorful bangles in a famous local market in Lahore. 

There are female customers buying bangles for them and the shopkeepers are busy in 

displaying and helping the customer choose bangles for them. 

Connotative Meaning 

The picture focuses a bangle shop in a market. The shop is located in an old and 

famous Bano Bazaar of Anarkali in Lahore. The occasion of shopping is a Muslim 

religious celebration Eid-ul-Fitr that is observed after the holy month of Ramadan every 

year. It is a joyful, exciting, and festive celebration awaited by every Muslim in the 

world. People take it as one of the most jubilant celebration and make special 

arrangements in terms of shopping, food, and gifts. This picture focuses on the aspect of 

shopping. Colorful dresses and bangles are a special part of Eid celebration for females. 
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Women of all ages and especially young girls especially buy matching glossy bangles on 

this occasion.  

The photographer has captured one of those exciting moment of females shopping 

for Eid celebration. It also indicates economic activities in the country. Women are 

participating in economic activities as buyers. On the other side, the female customers are 

making a choice in purchasing bangles out of a large number of options available at the 

shop.  

Third level of signification 

Shopping and buying bangles in Pakistan is a very common activity but it 

becomes special on the occasion of Eid. This picture shows the cultural aspect of 

Pakistani society. It indicates that people in Pakistan live a peaceful life, enjoy 

celebrations and have a rich culture. This image negates the image of Pakistan as a 

terrorist and extremist country most commonly portrayed in the international media. The 

images usually find a place in international media are of suicide bombing, victims of 

abuse, violence against women and so on. Majority of the people in the world consider 

Pakistan a scary place. Though it is true that Pakistan owes such issues however, that is 

not the whole truth. Pakistan also has a positive side that is well captured in this picture.  
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6.5.1.9  Culture 

 

Caption 

People visit the Walled City on a Rangeela Rickshaw. (The News) 

Denotative Meaning 

This picture shows a Pakistani Family riding a colorful 3-wheel carriage called 

Rangeela Rickshaw. As the caption narrates the riders are heading towards the walled city 

in Lahore. The Rickshaw is moving on a busy road with other vehicles in the background. 

One man is holding a kid in his lap while 2 other kids are visible at the backseat with a 

women. The Rickshaw has many signs of embellishments of truck art, a picture of 

Mughal emperor, flowers, and a peacock like bird painted on the vehicle called Rangeela 

Rickshaw, the colorful vehicle. Walled City of Lahore Authority is also written on the 

screen of the vehicle that represents who owns and runs this vehicle service.  

Connotative Meaning 

Rangeela Rickshaw is a colorful vehicle in this picture. It is a special service for 

tourists in historical Lahore city. Rickshaw is a special 3-wheel vehicle of its own kind 

and most popular in the Sub-continent including India, Bangladesh and Pakistan. There 
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are two major forms of rickshaw one is cycle rickshaw most commonly used in India and 

Bangladesh for carrying commuters and pulled by a bicycle. Other is auto-rickshaw the 

one we can see in the picture. This vehicle in the picture is not an ordinary one. It is very 

colorful, roofless and extended seats different from a common Rickshaw in Pakistan. It 

shows special efforts have been made to decorate it and make it more attractive to amuse 

the riders who are tourists.  

Walled city is the location of the picture. One of the oldest cities of Pakistan 

Lahore owes rich culture and strong historical background. The walled city of Lahore, 

also known as the "Old City" was fortified by a city wall built during the Mughal era in 

the Indian Sub-Continent, the old city was surrounded by a 9 meter high brick wall and 

had a rampart running around it which served as a protection for the city. This picture of 

Mughal Emperor on the Rickshaw has this historical reference.  The city walls were 

destroyed shortly after the British annexed the Punjab in 1849 and were replaced with 

gardens, some of which exist today. Access to the walled city is still gained through the 

13 ancient gates, or their emplacements. 

 ―Walled City of Lahore Authority‖ is written on the screen of vehicle. Walled 

city authority is an autonomous body of provincial government for conservation, planning 

and development, regulation and management of the walled city. It looks after the 

heritage sites and runs the functions of the old city of Lahore. The authority also helps 

promote cultural activities and tourism in old city. This picture represents local culture 

and effort to promote tourism in Pakistan. 

This rickshaw is also a showpiece of truck art and creative artisan of Pakistan. It is 

a unique art of decorating trucks, buses, rickshaws, and other vehicles in specific glowing 

patterns, colors, pictures, and tussles. It is a treat to eyes seeing these moving art exhibits. 
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Third level of signification 

This picture depicts normal life in a busy city of Lahore and contradicts to the 

world image of Pakistan as a dangerous country. It shows that people in Pakistan lead 

normal lives, go for outing, spend time with family, enjoy rich culture, and go for 

sightseeing as a normal and common practice. 
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 6.5.1.10  Culture and Art  

 

Caption: Rafi Peer Theatre Film festival opens at Alhamra (Dawn) 

Denotative Meaning 

This picture displayes seven puppets hanging on a wooden frame in connection 

with a theatre film festival in Lahore. These puppets are of five female and two male 

characters. All of seven are wearing national and regional dresses of Pakistan. Two male 

puppets are wearing Shalwar Qameez that is Pakistan‘s national dress and the caps more 

popular in the Northwestern Province. One female puppet is dressed up in Shalwar 

Qameez and two in frocks that represents North Western province of Khayber 

Pakhtoonkhwa and Balochistan. One female puppet is representing rich and strong 

cultural symbol of Kalash Valley in the Northern Areas of Pakistan with their traditional 

style, dress and jewellery. The caption also states that a theatre film festival is opening at 

Alhamra in Lahore. 

Connotative Meaning 

This picture signifies national culture in two respects. Firstly, it signifies cultural 

activities in Pakistan with reference to a puppetry. The much oldest form of puppet art in 
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Pakistan is the one performed with string by the puppeteers who make a makeshift stage 

in the rural areas with propped up beds. While performing, the puppeteer puts reed 

whistle between the teeth to create the chirping sounds for the puppets. 

A privately funded Rafi Peer Theatre Workshop was founded in 1974 in Pakistan. 

The group has promoted live and mediated puppetry, directing their work towards young 

audiences. Lighting, props and scenic design also became more highlighted and overhead 

projectors were used. It has organized over 25 international performing arts festivals and 

revived puppetry through theater, dance, and music and provided a rich cross cultural 

experience to audiences in Pakistan and abroad. It has built a Museum of Puppetry in 

2004. Another founder was Farooq Qaiser, a columnist and writer-performer of the 

popular TV show Kaliyan whose politically informed satire and entertainment pleases 

both children and adults. This picture further shows how national culture is thriving in 

Pakistan. Secondly, it also signifies national culture through the dressing of puppets. 

Third level of signification 

This picture represents Pakistan positively by depicting cultural diversity and 

activities taking place as a common practice. Arrangement of cultural and art festivals 

indicates popularity and appreciation of artists and cultural activities. On the other hand, 

by dressing in traditional clothing we can show our interest to preserve the cultural 

heritage and understand the life style of our ancestors. (Mir, 2017) 

 

  

https://wepa.unima.org/en/farooq-qaiser/
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6.5.1.11 Peace-Loving Nation 

 

Caption 

CHILDREN participate in a candlelight vigil at Peshawar Press Club on the eve of first 

anniversary of APS tragedy – Photo by Shahbaz Butt 

Denotative Meaning 

The caption leads the reader to the APS tragedy as children are a part of 

candlelight vigil on the first anniversary. The characters in the picture include seven 

children in the foreground and five young men and woman. The composition of the 

picture is horizontal and the characters pose for the photograph. The major signs in the 

picture are children holding candles, three small posters and a backdrop. Two posters 

contain sign of say no to terrorism and third poster says ―Terrorism has no religion‖. The 

signage on the backdrop is a very famous verse from a national song with reference to 

1965 war ―Rang Laaey ga Shaheedon ka Lahoo‖ means the sacrifice of martyrs will not 

go in vain. The candlelight vigil is organized at Peshawar Press Club. 
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Connotative Meaning 

The picture relates to the tragedy of Army Public School in the northwestern city 

of Peshawar in Khayber Pakhtoonkhwa Province in Pakistan. A group of terrorists 

attacked the school auditorium where a large number of students were gathered for first 

aid training on December 16, 2014. They brutally killed 154 students of various grades, 

staff members, teachers, and the principal of Army public school in this terrorist attack. A 

rescue operation was launched by the Pakistan Army's Special Services Group (SSG), 

who killed all terrorists and rescued 960 people. 

Two students show a poster on which ―Terrorists‖ is written with a sign of not 

allowed meaning Say No to Terrorism. It rejects the phenomenon of terrorism not only in 

Pakistan but world over since it is depicted through a universal sign of Say No. Another 

poster is more meaningful that says ―Terrorism has no religion‖. It is an answer to the 

allegations made about Islam as a terrorist religion and that Muslims are terrorists. This 

point is validated with APS tragedy as in this case the victims are Muslims themselves. 

Therefore, terrorism does not need to be related to any religion or discussed with 

reference to Islam.  

The verse written in the backdrop is from a very popular Pakistani national song 

sung by the legendry Pakistani singer Madam Noor Jahan during 1965 war with India. 

The lyric is full of passion and hope that the sacrifice of martyrs will not be wasted. The 

backdrop also displays pictures of those students of APS who embraced martyrdom in 

this terrorist attack. The children‘s faces are sad in the memory of their fellows and 

friends.  

Third level of signification 

The tragedy of Army Public School Peshawar is termed as 9/11 of Pakistan. The 

extent of brutality had no example and match in the world history that killed innocent 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Services_Group
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school children. This incident lead the Army‘s Zarb-e-Azb military operation in the 

country to fight terrorism. It had achieved its target and uprooted the terrorist networks in 

Pakistan. This picture categorically frames Pakistan‘s stance on terrorism and rejects the 

western countries‘ propaganda and allegations on Pakistan of a terrorist country.  
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6.5.1.12 Sports-Loving Nation 

 

Caption 

Islamabad: The little boy at the crease is all geared up to score big with his oversized bat. 

The ball is soft but he is not taking any chances and had padded up himself with two 

pieces of thin wood from the fruit crates that form the wicket he is defending. And the next 

batsman in is also padded up ready. (Published in Dawn 8 August, 2009) 

The tagline says ―What a Crack!‖ what a shot. 

The caption of this picture illustrates the main characters, scene, and action taking 

place, intention, and strategy of the focal character. Adjectives used in the caption include 

little boy, big score, oversized bat, soft ball, and thin wood. The composition of the 

picture is diagonal as it captures a running moment of a cricket match while player takes a 

shot with his bat and pushes the ball. Another boy is running towards the ball. Symbols 

used in the picture are positive. The bat, pads, wickets, and ball symbolize a cricket match 

that is a symbolic to a sporting event.  
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Denotative Meaning 

At the denotative level, this image is made up of various visual signs. The focal 

character is a little boy playing a shot with his cricket bat and seven other boys in the 

background looking at the ball. The boy playing the shot is padded up with pieces of thin 

wood of fruit crates temporarily and same fruit crates are used as wickets that he is 

defending. He is wearing ordinary dress instead of cricket kit and sandals instead of 

proper foot wear. It shows absence of cricket player‘s kit and proper playground and 

wickets. Although he does not have proper facilities to play the game but all temporary 

arrangements are made in a good manner. The setting of the scene identifies that the boys 

are playing this cricket match on the roadside as two cars are visibly parked in the 

background. One boy is intending to chase the ball while running towards it. Two of the 

boys in the background are also padded up ready and waiting for their turn in the match. 

Rest of the four boys are spectators of the game. 

Connotative Meaning  

Latent meanings are explored at the subjective level of perception and experience. 

The boy is said ―geared up‖ and his facial expressions indicate that he is determined, 

focused, cautious and enthusiastic to make a big score in his innings. He seems energetic 

while pushing the ball with his over-sized bat but focused as his eyes are at the ball. The 

caption states that he is not taking chances and cautious since he padded himself even 

against a soft ball. He seems determined and geared up to achieve target of a high score. 

Use of over-sized bat also indicates his intentions of doing something big with his passion 

and even bigger than his capacities. Remaining seven boys in the background are other 

players and spectators smiling, seem anxious, and enthusiastic from their posture and 

facial expression. One of them is running as a fielder, one has his hands on his knees 
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indicating anxiousness to know how this shot can increase the runs on the score board in 

case it crosses the boundary for a four and one is ready with pads on and a smile on his 

face. Playing cricket on the road shows that a proper playground is also not available for 

them to play this match. 

Third level of signification 

At the third level of signification, signs owe meaning by social consensus, 

legitimating tradition or social myth. Pakistani youth are very fervent about sports and 

outdoor games. Though hockey is our national game but Pakistanis are very passionate 

about playing cricket. Being world champions of Cricket World Cup in 1992 and T-20 

World Cup in 2009 and Champions Trophy in 2017, cricket has a very special place in 

the lives of Pakistani children, youth and older generation too. It has become a tradition 

of every Sunday morning that young boys play cricket in the streets, roadsides, play 

grounds or other open places. Even during the month of Ramadan, young boys play night 

matches where the local government has made arrangements of flood lights or they make 

such arrangements on the basis of self-help.  

In this scenario, the picture above owes social significance. It signifies the sport-

loving nature of Pakistani nation. The picture also illustrates that despite all odds of 

having no proper playground, kit, pitch, and other facilities the boys are enthusiastically 

playing the game. The batsman has a passion for high scores and winning the game. If we 

generalize these indicators on Pakistan as a metonym and the boys representing 

Pakistanis, it builds a positive characteristic of our nation being sports loving, energetic, 

enthusiastic, facing odds but playing well to defeat them. Despite all issues, problems and 

threats we as a nation always fight against all odds, threats and terrorism above all. 

Therefore, this picture signifies positive self-representation of Pakistan. 
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6.5.1.13 Patriotism and Hard work 

 

Caption 

Baba Ghulam Ahmad, a local cobbler, will celebrate this Independence Day by repairing 

shoes free of cost. “I know the value of independence as I have the experience of living 

under subjugation,” he told Dawn at his makeshift shoe „workshop‟ along Ballo-khel 

Road (Mianwali) Published in Dawn 14 August 2015 

Signage: ―14 Agast ki khushi main jootay muft murammat karwa‟ain.‖ Get your shoes 

repaired for free in wake of 14
th

 August. 

The caption illustrates the location, character, and action taking place in 

foreground and background, the scene of the action, the background reason of signage. 

The old man‘s feelings about freedom of Pakistan are narrated to focus on the value of 

independence. The caption takes the reader back to the history before partition. The old 

man‘s experience of living in slavery before partition made him realize the importance of 

living a free life at one‘s own will.  
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Denotative Meaning  

The picture focuses an old man named in the caption Baba Ghulam Ahmad, with 

white beard, cap, and weak physical appearance wearing an ordinary national dress. The 

location is Ballo-Khel Road in Mianwali in the province of Punjab that is not commonly 

known. The character is a Pakistani local cobbler. Two actions are taking place 

simultaneously. In the foreground he is busy mending a shoe and in the background he 

has displayed a poster of a free shoe repair offer to celebrate Independence Day also 

mentioned in the caption. The composition of the picture is diagonal as the cobbler is 

busy doing his work. His physical appearance shows that he belongs to a poor 

background. The impression of makeshift shoe ‗workshop‘ is symbolic of his poverty but 

his concentration signifies his expertise and skill. 

Connotative meaning 

At the second level of signification, this picture depicts patriotism of this old man. 

Despite being a poor cobbler he is offering free of cost service to the fellow citizens in 

order to celebrate Pakistan‘s Independence Day. It demonstrates his love for the country, 

passion of sacrifice, and care for other Pakistanis. In spite of his poor background his 

action shows generosity. 

It revives the memories of Independence Day i.e. August 14, 1947 despite poor 

economic conditions every Pakistani had outstanding passion to help all those who 

migrated from India. People of Pakistan helped the government and other people from 

their personal accounts and personal belongings with a big heart full of compassion.  

Third level of signification 

At the third level of signification, this picture and caption leads the readers realize 

the importance of sacrifice for fellow citizens and value of living in a free country. It also 
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identifies the dilemma of forgetting the value of freedom. It indicates kind-hearted nature 

of old cobbler. Taking it as a metonym Pakistani nation had always been a step ahead in 

helping not only people in their own country but also of other countries. The picture 

signifies the nation as hard working utilizing the skills and expertise to earn livelihood not 

only for self but also for helping others.  

While addressing annual convocation of Islamia College on March 24, 1946 

Quaid-i-Azam said that corresponds to the image, ―No nation has ever achieved a high 

place without sacrifices and do not make a mistake that we can be an exception to it. 

Unfortunately we have lived a life of individualism which is responsible for our 

demoralization. Individualism must be merged in the community and for the interest of 

the country. Each individual must sacrifice for the interest of his nation.‖ (Ahmad, 2000: 

558) 

Overall it builds an impression of good heart, benevolence, good will, and value 

of freedom among Pakistani nation. 
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6.5.1.14 Hard work 

 

Caption 

Sukkar: An elderly man mends an old chair with plastic straw to eke out a living – Photo 

by Shahid Ali 

Denotative Meaning 

The tagline of the picture says ―HARD WORK‖ which is meaningful. The 

adjectives used in the caption are elderly and old. The picture portrays an old man who is 

mending an old chairs with plastic straw. The caption identifies the main character as an 

elderly man doing work to earn his livelihood. He is mending the chair on a roadside. 

There is no proper shop or a place for repairing furniture. His tool bag is also lying next 

to him. His spectacles show he has a weak eye sight and old age but still he is doing his 

work with concentration. 

Connotative meaning 

The old man is a common character in Pakistani society. This picture symbolizes 

hard work and struggle to eke out a living despite being an old man. He is utilizing his 
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skills and is not dependent. He is a symbol of a self-made man. His appearance shows his 

poverty. His concentration demonstrates that he is an expert in his work.  

Third level of signification 

This old man represents a common man of Pakistan who is hard working, independent 

thus symbolically represents Pakistani nation as a hardworking nation. This picture also 

corresponds to the ideals laid by father of Pakistani nation Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah while advising nation to be work hard for the country.  
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6.5.1.15  Women Empowerment 

 

Caption 

Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif inspects a passing-out parade of the second batch of 

Counter Terrorism Force at Elite Police Training School. 

Denotative Meaning 

The passing-out parade of second batch of counter terrorism force is photographed 

illustrating many characters including Chief Minister of Punjab, police officials, and 

members of counter terrorism force. The Chief Minister is inspecting the pass-outs while 

standing in an official moving police vehicle along with other police officials. The vehicle 

has an official number plate and flag of Pakistan along with another image of Pakistani 

flag in the background. The members of the police force are both males and females. The 

most prominent part of the picture are12 female members of police force who have just 

passed-out. They are standing alert and vigilant with their guns down. The pass-outs are 

uniformed in black and capped as well. All the 12 females are wearing black head covers 

with their cap as a part of their uniform. The photograph is taken while vehicle passes by 

the female group and the male group is seen in the background. 
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Passing out parade is the most cherishing and rewarding moments in the life of 

security forces that symbolizes success.  Counter terrorism force is a special force to meet 

the growing challenges of terrorism. Previously known CID of Pakistan has been 

restructured and named as Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) in July 2010 as an 

innovative initiative. It registers and investigates all terrorism related cases. Highly 

educated corporals (1200 in number) have been inducted and given most modern training 

with the collaboration of the armed forces and friendly countries. State of the art gadgetry 

and equipment have been provided to CTD the main functions include collection, 

collation & dissemination of information of sectarian activists, militants, and terrorism 

suspects. 

Elite Police is the highly trained special force that assists district police in 

situations that need expertise with high-risk searches, raids and rescue operations. The 

officers in the Elite Police are trained to a high degree of skill in use of firearms, personal 

combat, and reconnaissance missions. They are trained at a modern facility, the Elite 

Training School on Baidian Road Lahore. The Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Elite 

Police heads the force. 

Police training center for women first became part of the police force in the 

subcontinent in 1939 when seven female constables and a head constable were inducted 

to contain female agitators of a farmers‘ movement in Punjab. There was no significant 

change in numbers until 1952 when 25 constables, two head constables and an assistant 

superintendent were recruited. In Islamabad, the first women-only anti-terrorism squad 

was set up in October 2001, following the events of 9/11 which led to a high-security 

alert in the federal capital. According to a report in a local newspaper, 22 female police 

officers and 10 graduate officers were trained in martial arts, swimming, driving, 

shooting, bomb disposal, rescue operation and anti-rioting to combat terrorism. As the 
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security situation across the country deteriorated over the years, each province began to 

train its own female commandos. 

This picture truly parallels Muhammad Ali Jinnah‘s ideal about women‘s 

participation in every sphere of life. In an address to Muslim women at Muslim Institute 

Calcutta on Feb 25, 1946 Quaid-i-Azam advised, ―You can do wonders, you can 

revolutionize the wretched, miserable life your sisters are leading. Millions and millions 

of sisters, of yours and mine, are in an abject condition. You can make their lot better. 

Have night schools, maternity homes, become nurses and doctors. Do away with the old 

and outmoded customs which are a bane of our society. Move shoulder to shoulder to 

men in your fight for national regeneration‖ (Ahmad, 2000: 470-471) 

 Overall, this picture constructs positive-self of Pakistan as a progressive 

country where women also have opportunities in all domains of social life.  
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6.5.1.16   Culture: National day’s celebrations 

    

Caption: The illuminated city landmarks 

Denotative Meaning 

These pictures are self-explanatory for a Pakistani reader though. These pictures 

together represent the celebrations of various cultural and national occasions through 

illuminating important national buildings and landmarks. One picture is taken at the 

Independence Day of Pakistan. Second picture depicts illuminations at buildings at a 

religious festival of Eid Milad-un-Nabi, enthusiastically celebrated at the birth day of 

Holy Prophet (PBUH) in Pakistan.  

Connotative Meaning 

These pictures connote the normal life pattern and festivities held in Pakistan. The 

images captured at different events of national and cultural significance. Illuminations 

have become a universal expression of festivities apart from being an indigenous way of 

celebrations in national life. Illuminations in connection with Pakistan‘s Independence 

Day celebrations have manifold significance. It reminds Pakistani nation of the historic 

victory and a sense of achievement as a free and independent nation.  
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Third level of signification 

These illuminated landmarks also remind the historical importance of these 

building in a nation‘s life. Pakistani nation cherish these national monuments and it 

has become a ritual to visit these national landmarks on such occasions of national 

significance. One of the illuminated buildings is Jinnah Hall that refers to the historical 

significance of the landmark named after the father of the nation.  

Independence Day is a special occasion in national life that creates national 

oneness and regenerates national zeal.  
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6.5.2 Negative Valence 

Following pictures are selected with negative valence. 

6.5.2.1           Politics: Political protest against floor crossing in Parliament   

 

Caption 

PML-Q MPA‟s and other party workers protest outside the Lahore High Court – White 

Star. 

Denotative Meaning 

The caption of this picture refers to political protest by a political party‘s leaders 

and workers outside Lahore High Court. The composition of the picture is diagonal as a 

large number of people are protesting. 

The picture captures a moment from an ongoing protest against a forward bloc 

formed by members of a political party Pakistan Muslim League (Quaid-i-Azam group) 

in Provincial Assembly of Punjab. The most important sign and focal object in the picture 

is water container also known in Urdu language as ―Lota‖. One female worker is holding 

it high in her hand and also has made it prominent before the camera lens while two other 
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political workers in the background are also holding high Lota in their hands. Some 

workers are also holding sticks and posters. Protestors are also screaming slogans.  

Connotative Meaning 

This political protest is staged by one political party in the Punjab province. The 

protest is against those members of Provincial Assembly who have made a forward bloc 

and have left platform of their own political party from where they contested in the 

elections and were elected as members of assembly. This move has been challenged in 

the Lahore High Court and these political leaders and workers are protesting outside High 

Court against those MPA‘s of forward bloc while court proceeding are in progress. The 

focal object of the picture ‗lota‘ has significance in Pakistani politics. This object 

signifies the changing political affiliation in Pakistan. Since the MPA‘s of forward bloc 

had changed their political affiliation therefore they are making ―Lota‖ prominent to 

represent symbolically those politicians as an irony. In Pakistani society this object is 

commonly used in the toilets as an alternate of Muslim shower. The shape of this water 

container is usually round from the bottom and it also revolves if fell down. Therefore, 

this has a negative and derogatory connotation with reference to politics in Pakistan. 

Third level of signification 

Pakistani politics has its own dynamics characteristics like many other countries. 

One of the drawbacks of our political system is changing political affiliation in wake of 

vested interests. The problem of this horse trading is an old practice now. Politician 

change their party affiliation very frequently especially towards the start or end of a 

government tenure. Political protest is a symbol of political unrest, crisis, and problems in 

Pakistan. It also constructs a negative-self of Pakistani politics and politicians.  
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6.5.2.2  Economy: Poverty/homelessness 

 

Caption: The homeless sleep on a footpath near Mozang Chungi.- Photo by Akmal Bhatti. 

The News  

Denotative Meaning  

The picture depicts a sad reality in Pakistan of homeless people. Almost a dozen 

homeless men are lying on a foot path on a very busy road in Lahore. The composition of 

the picture is diagonal where different vehicles are seen moving on the road. There is a 

parallel overhead bridge with lights on as the picture is taken at night. A traffic sign of 

speed limit of 20 is also visible near the turn of the main road. 

 Connotative Meaning 

This picture symbolizes poverty and homelessness. Many people are sleeping on 

the pedestrian path on a busy road in Lahore. The city of Lahore is a developed city and a 

hub of economic activities. Many people from the suburbs and other towns and cities 

come here in search of jobs and labor work as well. These people seem to belong to the 

same labor class who have no shelter. Apart from shelter they don‘t even have a proper 

bedding to sleep.  
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 The overhead bridge in the background is recently constructed metro bus track 

that indicates development of infrastructure in the city. Simultaneously it illustrates a 

comparison of development and underdevelopment in one frame of the picture. Two 

other contrasts include street lights in on one side and darkness on the other and 

moving vehicles in the background and still posture of people. Thus, ironically this 

picture represents life and draws its binaries. 
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 6.5.2.3 Education: Student’s Protest 

 

Caption: Quetta: Activists of the Baloch Students Organization protest against the arrest 

of students here on Wednesday-PPI 

The caption narrates that activists of Baloch Student Organization are protesting 

in Quetta against the arrest of students. The caption is a little vague. It does not show the 

identity of students arrested as to which educational institution they belonged to.  

Denotative Meaning 

The scene of a street protest in Quetta where 15 students are apparently chanting 

slogans and two burning woods and tyres are lying in front of them. The most prominent 

sign in this picture is of fire. The protest is violent not peaceful for the demand to release 

arrested Baloch students.  

Connotative Meaning 

The picture shows unrest and violent protest where some material is burnt on the 

passage that usually causes road block. The violent protest leads to disruption in public 

life and causes problem in routine practices. It indicates an overall unrest in the education 
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system as the arrest of students has triggered this protest. Thus it leads to a negative 

image in the field of education. It also highlights the negative aspect of students‘ 

involvement in politics and students union. 

Third level of signification 

At the third level of signification, this pictures also refers to the Baloch grievances 

that are as old as their existence. Even before partition of India, Baluchistan‘s complaints 

used to reach the government for allegedly neglecting the province and Baloch people.  
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6.5.2.4  Health: Lack of health facilities 

 

Caption 

A MOTHER feeds her baby with the help of a feeding-bottle on Wednesday – The World 

Breast Feeding Day. The place, the OPD of civil hospital, is infested with flies, which 

means that the feeding-bottle, including its teat, is most likely infected with germs. 

Doctors stress the young ones should be breast-fed as this keeps them hale. In case a 

baby cannot be breast-fed then the bottles used should be absolutely free of harmful 

bacteria and germs. The mother partly shown in this picture is either not aware of all this 

or is too careless. 

Denotative Meaning 

An ironical picture published on Aug 10, 2001 in Dawn focuses a small baby fed 

by mother in dirty conditions with a feeder surrounded by flies. The caption describes that 

a mother is feeding her baby with feeding bottle on Wednesday- the breast feeding day. 
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The location indicated in the caption is the OPD of Civil Hospital infested with flies. The 

photographer Anis Hamdani has focused that the feeding bottle is infected by germs. The 

tagline also presents an irony ―Feeding diseases‖. The composition of this picture 

apparently seems diagonal however, the way feeding bottle is kept, makes it horizontal or 

posed for camera.  

Connotative Meaning 

The location where picture is taken is an OPD of a local hospital in Karachi one of 

the largest cities in the country. It is symbolic to the condition of hygiene in Pakistan 

hospitals. The tagline is ironical as it says feeding diseases instead of milk. It points out 

the unhygienic condition of both the place and surroundings. Publication of this picture 

with bottle-feeding on international breast feeding day is also symbolic and sardonic. 

Third level of signification 

 The picture caption ends with a statement about the mother of the child as 

―unaware‖ or ―careless‖. The mother is blamed for carelessness and lack of awareness 

regarding the importance of hygiene and breast feeding. These words are too 

generalized from feminist perspective blaming the female for these negative attributes.  
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6.5.2.5  Minorities: Protest against the violations of minorities’ rights 

 

Caption 

Christians hold a protest rally outside the press club. 

Denotative Meaning  

The caption pertains to the description of action taking place and its location. The 

composition of picture is diagonal as the people visible are chanting slogans while 

standing outside a local press club in Lahore. The actors are members of minorities‘ i.e. 

Christian community in Pakistan. 

The picture demonstrates a protest rally held by the Christian community. The 

characters in the picture constitute a group of almost 20 people, holding a long black 

banner. The major signs include chained posture of two protesters and black flags. The 

signage in the picture states that the Christian National Alliance Pakistan is observing a 

Black Day against those who disagree with and object to minority rights as proposed in 

the address to the First Constituent Assembly on August 11, 1947. The picture is 

composed of various signs and symbols. The protestors are observing a black day 
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however, only 4 protestors out of almost 20 visible are wearing black dresses as a mark of 

black day. Majority of the protestors are dressed in various other colors including white, 

blue and green. 

Connotative Meaning  

The mention of Quaid e Azam‘s first address to the First Constituent Assembly on 

August 11, 1947 is meaningful. The father of the nation addressed the first Constituent 

Assembly of Pakistan in Karachi and said, ―You are free; you are free to go to your 

temples; you are free to go to your mosques or any other places of your worship in the 

state of Pakistan. You may belong to any religion or caste or creed- that has nothing to do 

with the business…. We are starting in the days when there is no discrimination, no 

distinction between one community and another, no discrimination between one caste and 

another. We are starting with this fundamental principle that we are all citizens of one 

state.‖ (Ahmad, 2002; 64) 

The banner indicates that a section of Pakistani society has rejected this very 

concept of minority rights held by Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and is not in the 

favor of minority rights in the country and Christian community is observing a black day 

against them. However, those opponents are identified vaguely. There is no clear 

identification of such groups of people in the society who opposed provision of minority 

rights.   

This action is quite contradictory in its very nature as their rally shows they have 

freedom to register their protest. On the other side, location of the protest is also 

important in terms of getting maximum media coverage since most of the newspapers 

reporters and other media persons are present in a routine inside Lahore press club. 



210 

 

Publication of this picture in the leading English newspaper also proves that they received 

media attention. 

Two protestors have chained themselves that signifies that minorities are not free 

in this country. One protestor has hand cuffs and other has locked his lips with a real large 

sized lock signifying that Christian community does not have freedom of expression. The 

banner and 3 flags are also black as a sign of mourning, despair, hopelessness, and grief. 

Third level of signification 

The father of the nation Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah once said. ―Let us 

impress the minorities by word, deed, and thought that as long as they fulfil their duties 

and obligations as loyal citizens of Pakistan, they have nothing to fear.‖ The slogan on the 

banner held by the protestors denies this saying in a way indicating that minorities need 

help and attention to solve their problems. 
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6.5.2.6  Violent Protest (National conflict) 

 

Caption 

Quetta: People gather around a bus torched by a mob near Bashir Chowk in protest 

against killing of Baloch leaders on Thursday. 

Denotative Meaning 

Caption of the picture illustrates the incident, its reason, focal object, people 

around, and location where it happened. The composition of the picture is diagonal. 

There are six men and three young boys and five school going children in this picture 

looking at a burnt bus at the roadside near Bashir Chowk in Quetta. The bus has been 

torched by a mob protesting against the killing of Baloch leaders as the caption describes. 

The bus is completely burnt to ashes by the said mob. The present scene shows that life 

has come to normalcy as the boys are going to school with school bags and riding 

bicycles.  
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Connotative Meaning 

This picture holds latent meaning concerning issues related to the Balochistan 

province in Pakistan. The bus is torched during a protest infers that it has been a violent 

protest that caused damage to public property. The news story concerning this event 

narrates the reason of this protest. A police constable was killed and 12 others injured in 

an incident of firing in Quetta after bodies of three Baloch nationalist leaders Ghulam 

Muhammad Baloch, chairman Baloch National Movement (BNM), Lala Muneer Baloch, 

and Sher Muhammad Baloch of Baloch Republican Party were found from Turbat.  

The incident points out the political unrest in Balochistan province and rising 

movement of Baloch nationalists for a separate state. Baloch leader‘s murder lead the 

mob torch this bus leaving a question for law and order situation in the province. 

However, the image of school going boys is a positive sign after the incident signifying 

life back to normalcy. 

Third Level of signification 

This picture is also an indication of Baloch liberation and disintegration of 

Pakistan, for which India has always been blamed for sponsoring liberation movement in 

the province and interference in Pakistan‘s internal issues by many politicians, security 

agencies, army spokesperson, and journalists. The violent agitation after the murder of 

Baloch leaders also signifies public reaction and rage over the issue.  
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6.5.2.7  Violent behavior 

 

Caption 

Islamabad: An emotionally charged madressah youth screams slogans against perceived 

immorality in the capital as a pile of CD‟s and cassettes burns near Lal Masjid on 

Friday. 

Denotative Meaning 

The caption of the picture describes the main character focused in this picture as a 

madressah youth. The location is near Lal Masjid in the capital of Pakistan i.e. Islamabad.  

The adjectives used in the caption are emotionally charged and perceived immorality. 

The composition of this picture is diagonal where two actions are seen simultaneously 

happening in this picture: one is screaming slogans and the other is burning of a pile of 

CDs and cassettes.  

The signs visible in the picture are fire, tight closed fist and a baton in the hand of 

the focal character. A group of people is also seen as spectators looking at the burning 
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pile of the CDs and Cassettes. The scene of this incident is violent. The identity of the 

main character is established as a student of a religious seminary called Madressah 

associated with Lal Masjid in Islamabad. His appearance with a beard and traditional 

dressing also identifies him with religious background. He is mentioned as emotionally 

charged that is also evident from his facial expressions, an open mouth, closed fist, and 

stick in his hand. 

Connotative meaning 

The picture owes various connotative meanings. This young man in the picture is 

a Madressah student screaming slogans against immorality in the society promoted 

through the CD‘s and video cassettes burning in the background and he portrays himself 

to be victorious in his action. He is holding a stick high in one of his hands that is an 

indicator of his success in burning immoral video CD and Cassettes. Chanting slogans 

and his facial expressions indicate his frustration and anger over the issue of immorality. 

He points his tight closed fist towards burning CDs as a sign of victory, punishment, and 

a revengeful act.  All these gestures demonstrate a violent act is taking place in this scene. 

Third level of signification 

This picture has manifold meanings pertaining to Islam and followers of this 

religion. It has been evident from past research that the western media portrays Islam and 

Muslims in a negative context and use the phrases like extremists, terrorists, and 

fundamentalists frequently to refer to them (Parvez & Saeed, 2010). This picture 

published in a leading Pakistani newspaper on the front page also depicts a negative 

aspect of religious followers since a violent act is shown committed by the strict followers 

of Islam and the students of a religious seminary, the Lal Masjid. It seems as if the agenda 

of western media to associate violence with Islam is followed here. This picture depicts 
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Islam as a religion of hardliners who implement change by force that is absolutely 

contrary to the real teachings of Islam. Therefore, it constructs a negative image of Islam 

and Pakistan as a Muslim country.  

   This photograph contradicts what Quaid-i-Azam advised the Muslim nation to 

abstain from violence. However, it also highlights the phenomenon of increasing 

intolerance worldwide as well as Pakistan. 

  



216 

 

6.5.2.8  Suicide Attack 

 

 

 

Caption of series of 4 pictures published in Urdu newspaper Nawa-i-Waqt 

 

Caption 

Quetta: (i) Security personnel examine the vehicle destroyed in bomb blast. (ii) Dead 

bodies of policemen died are taken in a carriage. (iii) One of the wounded is taken to 

the hospital. (iii) A man devastated in tears next to his brother‘s dead body died in the 

bomb blast.  

Denotative meaning 

A sequence of 4 pictures depict 4 different happenings and scenes. First picture is of a 

damaged and burnt vehicle at the site of bomb blast in Quetta, the capital city of 

Pakistan‘s largest province. Second picture describes the next action after the blast in 

which dead bodies of policemen are removed and taken to the hospital. In the third 

picture, the rescue of wounded persons and shifting to the hospital in a police vehicle 
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is shown. The last picture is of a man seems devastated beside the dead body of his 

brother who lost his life in this suicide bomb blast that cost 30 other human lives and 

left more than 60 injured. The terrorist attack targeted the funeral prayer of an SHO of 

police in which 30 people lost their lives including one Deputy Inspector General 

Operations, one Superintendent Police and three Deputy Superintendent Police. 

Connotative meaning 

These pictures have multiple meanings and signs. The burnt vehicle is badly 

damaged and a sign of severity of the bomb blast. The vehicle symbolizes destruction 

and blood on the road beside the vehicle can be seen that is a sign of human loss. It 

overall depicts a tragic event. The survivors can also be seen at the site. One man 

crying with in a state of grief and shock. Policemen examining the site that will lead to 

finding the proofs and details how the event took place. At the third level of 

signification, this picture represents a national and international dilemma of terrorism 

and focusing on the victims depicts the human tragedy. At one side, it suggests the 

security lapse on part of police however, on the other hand, it also indicates the 

precision of target and attack. It indicates helplessness of victims since suicide attacks 

are almost impossible to tackle, stop or avoid not only in Pakistan but anywhere in the 

world. 

In the second picture, dead bodies of those who lost their lives including 

policemen are being shifted. The scene captures the moments after the bomb blast. The 

third picture also depicts wounded were taken to the hospital. It displays the victims 

and rescue process in progress. The last picture illustrates the painful moment when a 

man is crying beside the dead body of his brother who has been killed in the attack. It 

illustrates the moments of shock and utter grief of the person.  
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The connotative meaning of these picture imply the victimhood, grief, loss, 

pain and helplessness. At the third level of signification, all the images lead the readers 

to imagine the devastations caused by terrorism. All these images let the readers 

understand the pain and loss when such a tragedy hits a particular person, group or a 

nation. These images describe the Pakistan as a victim of terrorism and Pakistani 

nation‘s suffering of both financial and human loss. Finally it constructs the image of 

being a patient not an agent. It highlights that terrorists and suicide attackers are agents 

and the culprits that caused havoc in the life of Pakistani nation. This picture also 

disidentify Pakistan which has been associated in the international media as a terrorist 

country. Rather it constructs Pakistan‘s identity as a victim of terrorism.  

The overall assessment in order to sum up the semiotic analysis reveals that the 

press in Pakistan presents both sides of the reality. It highlights both social problems as 

well as a soft image of Pakistan. This sums up the semiotic analysis of selected 

pictures from the data in both positive and negative categories. 
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CHAPTER 7 

DISCUSSION 

In the context of nationalism, a nation is described as a ‗narration‘ and media 

and especially news as a form of storytelling have the privilege of narrating who is the 

nation and disseminating their national narrative. (Hall, 1990; Hartley, 2004)  

National identities are constructed by modern nation-states for the purpose of 

classifying actual or imaginary common characteristics that bind a population (Flahive, 

2007). The media purveying national stereotypes is one of the most common practices of 

national identity construction. The Pakistani press utilized constructivist strategy that 

Wodak has also identified as one of the discursive strategies of identity construction. The 

overall findings of this study support that Pakistani press constructed Pakistani national 

identity through projecting positive frames in terms of some national characteristics such 

as Pakistani nation as hardworking, patriotic, sports loving, hospitable, compassionate, 

progressive, cooperative, and peaceful. Hutcheson (2004) argues that ―each nation 

develops a positive ―social myth‖ to distinguish it from other nations, justify its existence, 

and defend its interests; these myths appeal to the ―collective self of the nation‖ by 

framing historical events in positive lights. Such myths are propagated by national leaders 

and through political and cultural institutions such as schools, churches, and the mass 

media.‖ (p. 40) 

The visual content analysis of Pakistani press revealed that it constructed positive 

social myths by emphasizing diversity of cultures in Pakistan, developing infrastructure, 

beautiful landscape, rich tradition, educated youth, political and social activism, media 

development and freedom, technological advancement, entrepreneurship, talented and 

creative people, a constructive Pakistani diaspora. All these have been positively framed 

in which Pakistani press made national identity more salient. Curran (2002: 30) assert that 
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media also ―bring varied elements of national life together on religious festivals, days of 

shared memory like Armistice Day, occasions of national pride Empire Day, key sporting 

events, and seasonal rituals to evoke national unity‖. Pakistani press also adopted these 

strategies on various occasions like Independence Day, Quaid-i-Azam‘s birthday, defense 

day, Pakistan Day, national and international sports championships, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eidul-

Adha, Eid miladun Nabi and so on. The positive self-representation also resonates with 

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah‘s conceptualization of Pakistani nation as well as 

the concept of framing. 

On the other hand, it was interesting to note that Pakistani press also 

constructed negative-self. Javed Jabbar (2015) opined that ―there were elements 

involving terrorism, sectarianism, corruption, inflation, bad governance and poverty 

that damage the identity construction.‖ The findings support this contention that in 

terms of all topics and frames selected for the present study, negative valence was also 

recorded and found significant results so far politics and economy are concerned. 

Political hate speech and economic problems played as the most destructive agent in 

negative-self representation of Pakistan. 

However, we cannot disagree more that ―despite the all the dysfunction and 

desolation of many social evils and bad governance we cannot deny the fact that our 

hearts warm up and our eyes mist over at the tune and lyrics of our national anthem, at 

the sight of our national flag, at the news of individual accomplishments and collective 

achievements of Pakistanis in various fields.‖ (Javed, 2015) 

Simultaneous use of personal pronouns ‗We‘ and ‗Our‘ to emphasize national 

unity or united self (sameness and uniqueness) against a ‗common enemy‘ has been 

widely used by government officials, politicians, army officials, and public as well that 

is a distinctive feature of national identity construction. Billig (1995: 115) elaborates it 
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as ―the nationalized syntax of hegemony‘, and using personal pronouns facilitates 

newspaper to draw on expressions of nationalism as a means of emphasizing in-group 

solidarity‖. The findings of this study suggested that these discourses of sameness are 

created through the assumption of national distinctiveness and homogeneousness by 

speaking to and for Pakistani people. 

The findings of the study explicate that Pakistani media constructed a strong 

self by using its other (India, USA, and Afghanistan) to build legitimacy of its own 

national discourse. No matter how grave India is a military threat to the national 

security, Pakistani press constructs a confident and peaceful self in the media rhetoric. 

―Pakistan strictly believes in peaceful coexistence and had no territorial ambitions 

against any country. However, any misadventure on our eastern borders or on LOC in 

Kashmir would be met with full force, Pervez Musharraf‖ (Dawn, December 21 2001). 

This way of making India as provocative, having territorial ambition and intentions of 

misadventure on Pakistani border is a way of positioning Pakistan as a pacifying, 

defensive, and resilient self (Chang, 2000).  This also matches Quaid‘s view of ―peace 

within and peace without‖ where he reiterated that Pakistan wants to live peacefully 

without any aggressive designs against anyone to positively contribute to the peace and 

prosperity of the world. Pakistani press specifically highlighted all the peace and 

confidence building measures taken by Pakistan through track I and track II diplomacy 

with India. 

Apart from military terms, India‘s violations of human and minorities‘ rights 

inside India and Kashmir facilitated Pakistan to position its identity as a country where 

minorities are safe pointing to the white portion of Pakistani flag representing 

minorities as well as facilitating Christian and Sikh communities in Pakistan regarding 

the religious freedom and rights. The press coverage given to the minorities in Pakistan 
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found in the present study also supports the vision Father of the nation Quaid-i-Azam 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah as outlined in his speeches. (Sadiq, 2016) Extensive press 

coverage of the celebrations of Christmas, Easter, Diwali, Holi, Vesaakhi, and Basant 

along with their freedom to perform their religious rituals and facilitating Hindu and 

Sikh pilgrims in Pakistan truly corresponds to Jinnah‘s words about safeguarding 

minorities in Pakistan.  

With regard to USA, press discussed Pakistan as defacto sovereign state and a 

facilitator as well as a contributor to world peace. Pakistani press coverage of war on 

terror and US drone attacks consisted around two major themes: Pakistan‘s willingness 

and readiness to support US war on terror and resolve towards global peace. 

Discourses concerning Pakistan and Afghanistan relations also echoed 

goodwill towards Afghanistan and peaceful settlement of Afghan issues with internal 

and external actors and factions. The framing of terrorists‘ infiltration from 

Afghanistan into Pakistan and Pakistan‘s forbearing stance not to retaliate and to live 

peacefully and maintain cordial and friendly relations with immediate neighbors has 

been apparent in the Pakistani press as outlined by Muhammad Ali Jinnah regarding 

Pakistan‘s foreign policy.  

According to social identity theory, the exclusion of out-group is made on the 

basis of making them ‗other‘. Pakistani press excluded terrorists groups and 

organizations in order to construct a Pakistani-self ―self-othered‖ from these terrorists‘ 

organizations.  

The analysis revealed that Pakistani press constructed ‗terrorists‘ as a common 

enemy of Pakistani nation. ―Anger and agony unites the nation‖ after 9/11 of Pakistan 

when terrorists killed school children in Army Public School Peshawar (Dawn, 

December 16, 2015). Flahive (2007) asserts that many nation states have dispensed 
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terrorists to the realm of ‗other‘ especially after 9/11 attacks on US twin tower. It also 

happened after 9/11 when Pakistan Army started military operations (Operation al-

Mizan, Zalzala, Sher-e-Dil, Rah-e-Rast, Rah-e-Haq, Rah-e-Nijat and Zarb-e-Azb) in 

federally administered tribal areas of Pakistan against terrorists and specifically after 

Pakistan‘s 9/11 when Army Public School Peshawar was attacked by terrorists in 

2014. (Javaid, 2015: 43; Zahid, 2015)  

The framing of these military operations reinforced Pakistan‘s identity as a 

peace loving nation ready to root out terrorists, the enemy of Pakistan and the world at 

large. This also coincide with Quaid‘s resolve to stand by the United Nations Charter 

and make contribution to peace and prosperity of the world. 

This finding supports the concept of ―self-othering‖ that Pakistan used to 

manage socio-cultural distance from the ‗terrorists groups‘. This has been done to 

neutralize the assault made on Pakistan in the international media of ‗terrorist nation‘. 

This has also been a means to deny the stigma by asserting an active and current status 

of victim of terrorism. ―Self-othering‖ emerged from presentation of self as victims 

and terrorists as brutal ‗other‘ in the newspaper stories and pictorial coverage of 

suicide terrorists attack in Pakistan after 9/11. Self-othering is created through a 

rhetorical displacement in which ‗oppressor‘ or ‗monster‘ is understood as the one who 

has created the victims. (Vanderhaeghen, 2014)  

Thus, the findings of this research confirm that in this complex world and the 

high prestige that modern state takes in constructing order and meaning, identity 

construction necessarily has a nationalist dimension despite all challenges posed by 

news forms of media and social processes. (Schöpflin, 2001) 
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CONCLUSION 

This study attempted to gauge the role of Pakistani press in national identity 

construction. The purpose was to analyze whether media in Pakistan frame Pakistan and 

Pakistani nation positively to in order to construct Pakistani national identity in an 

affirmative manner to promote unity as a national interest. The two main perspectives 

were utilized to evaluate positive self-representation of Pakistani itself in various fields of 

life in light of framing theory and on the other hand Pakistan‘s positive self-

representation in comparison to ‗other‟ countries including India, USA, and Afghanistan 

in light of social identity theory. This study utilized mixed method approach. For 

investigation of positive framing of national identity, firstly methods of quantitative and 

qualitative content analysis and semiotic analysis were used.  

Secondly, discourse analysis was conducted to examine Pakistan‘s positive self-

representation in contrast to negative-other representation of India, USA and Afghanistan. 

For content analysis, researcher selected four mainstream newspapers of Pakistan Daily 

Dawn, Daily The News, Daily Jang, Daily Nawa-i-Waqt from 2001 to 2015. The 

researcher drew a sample through random sampling by using systematic sampling 

technique. Two units of analysis were news stories and pictures. A sample of 633 

newspapers was analyzed with pre-defined categories of politics, development, security, 

minorities, national culture and national unity. The results indicated that Pakistani 

newspapers gave maximum coverage to politics (44%) and an overall content of 21% 

used negative frame thus constructing negative image of politics in Pakistan. Similarly 

the field of economy got 16% of newspaper space and the overall image of economy in 

Pakistan was negative (53%). In the field of health and national security, newspapers also 

framed negative image as the difference in the categories was not significant as indicated 
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by the chi-square test. However, the field of national unity, national culture, education, 

and minorities in Pakistan have been framed positively.  

Conway (2006) opines that national identity deals with creating a national ‗we‘ 

and the criteria that triggers this construction. So far the mass media are concerned, 

they played a positive role in framing national unity and building consensus on 

debatable issues to create this national ‗we‘. 

An overall analysis of each topic/frame revealed that newspapers constructed a 

positively represented Pakistan in newspapers. In the pictures published in these 

newspapers results were quite similar. Politics occupies maximum space in news pages 

and Urdu newspapers published 602 pictures related to domestic politics and English 

newspaper 114 pictures. Overall images about various fields of life were positive. 

Semiotic analysis was conducted for qualitative analysis of these visual images published 

in Pakistani newspapers. Pakistani nation was framed positively in majority of the visual 

images as sports loving, peace loving, culturally rich and patriotic. In negative category, 

mostly visual images of the press focused on protests and people as violent and victims. 

Pakistani press also constructed a positive self and presented India as negative 

other as indicated in the findings of quantitative and qualitative content analysis, and 

discourse analysis. Pakistani press also positively portrayed Pakistani self as sovereign 

and cooperative self in relation to USA and Afghanistan. The study concludes though 

negative framing (48%) cannot be ignored however, Pakistani indigenous press played an 

overall affirmative role in constructing positive self-identity (52%) of Pakistan. This also 

affirms role of Pakistani press in serving national interest of Pakistan. 
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Limitations of the study 

This study is limited to the analysis of Pakistani print media. For the purpose of 

discourse analysis, three news stories form English press have been selected due to 

convenience while overlooking Urdu news stories. Similarly, for semiotic analysis 

pictures from Urdu newspapers were not included due to their small size, black and white 

color and poor quality of printing.  

Systematic sampling also posed a limitation with respect to systematic differences 

between months and weeks in the kinds of events that occur. Therefore, some news 

stories had no chance of being included in the sample. This study is limited to the 

construction of Pakistani national identity in the media that did not take into consideration 

the audience.  

Future Agenda 

To rectify the ascribed negative image of Pakistan in the international media the 

findings of this research can be applied to develop nation branding strategy. Future 

researches can also consider electronic media and social media to analyze national 

identity construction of Pakistan. Furthermore, we can also examine the way audience 

construct identity in relation to their exposure to media. 

Recommendations 

 Findings indicate that print media constructed Pakistan‘s positive identity with 

reference to the coverage of security, culture, education, health, and minorities that 

was surpassed by the negative coverage of politics in terms of political hate speech. 

Therefore, gatekeepers can play an active role to mitigate the negative aspects and 

emphasize positive dimensions of national identity construction in Pakistani media. 
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Annexure II 

Full text of news stories selected for discourse analysis 

Story 1: Pakistan India Relations 

Dawn (December 16, 2001) 

India must avoid Adventurism 

Pakistan will reply with force, says CE 

Islamabad, Dec 15: President General Pervez Musharraf on Saturday warned India that 

any adventurism against Pakistan would be met with force. In a television interview, 

he said: ―I would like to warn against any precipitate action by Indian government 

against Pakistan. This would lead to very serious repercussions and must not be done.  

He condemned the terrorist act against Indian Parliament saying ―We are 

against any such terrorist act anywhere in the world, we strongly condemn it.‖ Twelve 

people including five attackers were killed in the shootout between the attackers and 

security guards on the premises of Parliament. The president said, ―We will cooperate 

as long as there is evidence against any individual or any group.‖ He said, ―We would 

not like Pakistani territory to be used for any such terrorist act anywhere in the world 

and that also includes India.‖ 

―We would surely expect proof and evidence of involvement of any group in 

Pakistan in this terrorist act. We will take action against anybody involved in Pakistan, 

in these acts, if at all proved‖, he said. 

Whatever our analysis says the proof is not adequate at the moment. In fact, 

there are a lot of indications which may indicate the design behind this operation. ―So 

we would like to be very sure with concert evidence that this is not the case and this is 

a terrorist act and if at all anyone has been involved from Pakistan we would like to 

move against him,‖ he said. 
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Pakistan armed forces are on high alert following threatening statements by the 

Indian leaders after the attack of Parliament in New Delhi on Thursday. 

On Friday, President Musharraf said that India was trying to use Afghanistan to 

damage Islamabad‘s interests and asserted his government was not sponsoring any 

violence in Occupied Kashmir. India just wants one thing. They want to damage us. 

Anything they want to do in Afghanistan, the purpose is one: how to do something 

which will be used against Pakistan that will damage their cause. That is their sole 

purpose,‖ he said in an interview to the Far Eastern Economic Review – Agencies 
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News Story 2: Pakistan US relations 

Dawn August 10, 2003 

11 indicted in US for planning Jihad 

Our Correspondent 

Washington, Aug 9: The United States has formally indicted 11 citizens including 

three Pakistanis for allegedly planning Jihad against India, official said on Saturday. 

The accused included three African-Americans, two White, one South Korean, and 

three Pakistanis – Masud Ahmed Khan, Khawaja Mehmood Hassan, and Muhammad 

Attique. Nine of them are US citizens, including two legal residents. All are Muslims. 

They all have been charged with ―being part of a conspiracy to do violent Jihad against 

a friendly nation. India‖. 

Seven of them are accused of visiting Pakistan to receive weapons training at a 

Lashkari-Tayyaba camp. Two are also accused of firing at Indian troops in Kashmir.  

All 11 pleaded not guilty. 

Randall Ismail Royer, 30 is presented as the leader of the group who according 

to the indictment used his public relations skills to recruit others for Jihad in Kashmir. 

Other suspects have been described as Mr. Royer‘s friends from Washington suburbs. 

Three has been his classmates at Prince George‘s Community College. Two were 

immigrants launching high tech careers. One was a lecturer who was pursuing a 

doctorate in science. 

Mr. Royer calls himself a supporter of ―Kashmiri independence movement‖ 

and says that Lashkari-Tayyaba is not a terrorist organization. He says the group is 

only fighting to end Indian control over Kashmir. 
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―I‘ve helped so many Muslim groups. I saw this (Lashkar-i-Tayyaba) group not 

a terrorist group. I didn‘t see this as inconsistent with being American,‖ he said in an 

interview. 

Prosecutors used a century old and seldom-enforced law, which forbids 

Americans from participating in military expeditions against friendly nations. 

US authorities are presenting the case as a key step in war against terrorism. All 

suspects deny ever being associated with any conspiracy to carry out any violent act 

including Jihad.  

Their neighbors and friends have described them as quiet and hard-working 

residents who are starting their families. They also called them studious men who 

spent their off hours poring through books at book stalls. 

They also call them religious men devoted to their faith and prosecutors say it 

was their devotion to Islam that led them to the path of Jihad.   
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News story 3: Pakistan Afghanistan Relation 

Daily Dawn (August 14, 2003) 

Pakistani Checkpoints Attacked 

Peshawar, August 13: Afghan Militia fired rockets and mortar shells at Pakistani 

border check post in Northwestern tribal district of Mohmand, an official said 

Wednesday. 

―We received a report about firing at the Pakistan Afghanistan border by 

Afghan Militia on Tuesday but nobody is hurt,‖ a senior official told.  

Pakistani troops did not return fire, the official said, requesting anonymity. He said, 

intermittent firing has been continuing in some of the areas since border tension soared 

between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Relations between the neighbors were strained 

after Pakistan deployed troops in the semi-autonomous tribal region of Mohmand in 

June to block the infiltration of suspected Taliban and Al Qaeda extremists from 

Afghanistan. 

Afghan tribesmen, charging that Pakistani troops had set up check points deep 

inside Afghan territory attacked the Pakistani Mission in Kabul in early July, 

damaging furniture and fixtures. 

Pakistan strongly denied the charges that it has made incursions into Afghan 

territory. A subcommittee of the three-way commission comprising Afghanistan, US, 

and Pakistani security officials has visited the volatile region to probe allegation of 

incursions by Pakistani troops into Afghanistan territory; but its report has not been 

released.  

In another development, Afghan tribesmen and Pakistani border forces on 

Tuesday traded fire when tribesmen from South Eastern province crossed into Pakistan 

and abducted three border force personnel, an official said Wednesday. 
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A gunfight in the Qamardin Karan border area some 490 Km southeast in the 

provincial capital Quetta was also reported on Monday, the official said. ―We do not 

know the reason why tribesmen opened fire on our patrolling party and then abducted 

three of our men, he said. 

Afghan border officials have assured us they would secure the release of our 

men from tribesmen, the Pakistan official said. AFP 
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Annexure II 

Pictures analyzed for banal national symbols 

 

 

Image of father of the nation Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah on the flag of 

Dawn and mention of the founder of the newspaper 

 

 

 

 

The news published this Pakistani flag on its flag in green color on August 14, 

2015 
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Nawa-i-Waqt published these quotes of father of the nation on regular basis 

 

 

Nawa-i-Waqt has this permanent publication of verses of national poet Allama 

Muhammad Iqbal and quotation of father of the nation 
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Nawa-i-Waqt published this series of stroies on Pakistan’s Freedom Movement’s 

workers 

 




