CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Background of the study:

Diéability refers to certalin limitationa which
capacitate a person -from doing or Jevrive him or ner from the °
_ power of acting. The term is conceived differe§§§§§§%%%ciety.
Some reople belisve that it ls a curse of God and atonement
is Bought by resort to saérificea, charity or visit to hoiy
rlaces. Some relate it to thelr own deficlencies and develop
a. feeling of guilt which result in the isolatiggksggabled'chilﬁ
by hiding him from others. Some have na idea about what 1is
wrong with the child while others perceive it as a form of

mental illness.

Disabiliﬁy has, far reaching consequencea on the lives of
the affected in@ividuﬂls as well as the family members. The
rroblems may r;nge from economic and prhysical hardship to
gocial isolmtion. The effects are cumulative and may make an

aslready difficult situation, intolerable for th% family wiih

a disabled child.
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Like all cother children. m diesshled child ie born into a
family =snd remaine & life long member of that famlly.  Among
all the aacial instituticne, school. community, peers &and
family, the family le univereslly regarded me exerting the
moet esignificent influence on the child’s development as it
rrovides love, care, sguppcrt, orotection, saldance and
direction to children. Every family belng different from  the
other providee = wide variety of liﬁing sryangements  and

experiencee Tor the child. .

The life of a disabled child is interwoven with ghat of
hie family-the parents and the siblinge. The way parents and
siblings treat a disabled child is a reflection of the attitude they have
for disability.These attitudes are the product of child’s age,
sex, severity of disability and the liability he causes. In the
process of attitude formation the parentewha reach'tc the
state of passive acceptance actively involve themselves in the education
and care of the child. while the parents who do not reeolve

the jinitial exotional reactions tend - fo  exoress nagatMg artitudes

towarde the child.

The treatment of the child by different family members
may aleo be diffefent. 1f the meesage to be communicated to

the child from different members of his social gathering are



concordént it will lead - wholeeome development of the child
btut if there nre conflicting messagee. demande, expectatione.
helr snd  suppcrt. 1t might develop saxiety in the c¢hild
#nd affect his emotionaland socisl development. In Pakistan.
with & joint fa%ily. moet likely haviang the grand parente,
unclee &nd sunte in the houee . the meeeages to  the child
are moet likely tc be conflicting in nature. wherene - emsll
nuclear family, there ie likelv to be greater compatibility.
A child with =& diesbility may find & peeitive mnd rich
atmeephere ap well se A negative and reetricted atwosphere
depending on the Circunstanges present in the fawily at any
particular time.

Farente dco not exiet in an emctional vecuum. Many rpre-
existing factore ehape thelr sttitude towarde the child . and
the taek of rearing. The attitudes of their other children,
thelr own parente, and the extended family membere &act ae
important determinasnte of thelr behaviour. Besildes,background
factore existing even prior toe the estsblishment of the
family, euch re socinl claes memberehiy, religiocue
sffilistion and financisl statue may alesc mould the ‘way in

|
which they cope with the taek of rearing the child.

The present study hﬁs heen desligned. keeping in view the

immeasurable imrcrtence of theee ipclmsting feactore which



contribﬁte both roeltively and neéatively to the development
of family percepticne, attitude. sepirstions snd expectations
related to the disabled child., FKeeping in view the
Bilgnificance of the role of parents snd slblings in the life
of & diesblled c¢hild., the estudy exvloree  the ekisting
rrocbleme of familiee of diaaﬁled children, Thig knewicuge of

the problems will provide a quideline for developing strat&gics

for worki=a with- families with a digahled ~hijlAa.

Statement of the problem:

The study s aimed &t studying rerceprtions of
disability, expectations and aepirations about the disabled
child and problems faced by the parents and siblings of

mentally retarded children residing in Karachi.

Perception of Disability was identified by exploring
parente” and elblingn’ awareness of the child's deficlencies,

kehavioural manifesgtation of +«he disability., cause of
dieability, rresence of disabllity In  other children.

identification cof child’se special needs and need for special

ichecoling for the child.

Identificaticon of parental attitude towards dieability



&andd igs impact o the child included parente iden abouﬁ how
pecple pehave towards the child, the child's likes anc dislikes,
hepe for roeitive chenge in‘the ~hild. mdmieslon vro epecial
school, importance'of erhool meetinge, child’s presence in

soclal gatheringe s well sg when friends oy guests are

around.

For aspirations, the rplans for the child’s future,
educational proviasionsa, occupation, availability of marriage
partner, arrangement of marriage. and akility for independent

living was explored yith the parents and eiblings of thea

disabled children.

Expectations associated with the child inspite of his
disability wase the next problem under study. It included
anticipations rglated to the childe level of educational
achievement, nature of educational achievements. ability *to

live after marriage. and ability to continue an occupation.

‘The nature of problens r,.eagq hy the family of th7a1sab1ed

child involved identification of financinl problem. emotional
problems, social problems, marital problemsas well as the
liebility caused bythe child or the presence of.a feeliny of :

i1l .OI.'? shane.



Significance of the study:

The presént study will be useful in many respect ap
parents are the prime educators and the first to attend to
the needs of the disabled child. Besides. piblings also play
an important role in the life of a disabled child. The =study
of the perceptions, expectations and aspirations of parents
and eliblinge of disabled children will rerve to clarify their
rerception and attitude$71dentify the relationship of family
attitude with the treatment of the child, determine
expectation and aspiration related to the dipabled ;hild and
evaluate the nature of the family prcoblems associated with

the disabled child.

The investigation of perception of dimability by parents
The
and eiblings will reveal how they’&ﬁ@ﬁChiQd‘g, disability, to
what extent they are aware of the cauese. what do they feel
neecls

about the chidfz upnclicl a and che possibility of arranging

special education for the child. Similarly, an exploration
into the nature' of aspiration will identify the hopes
familiee attach fo¥ the disabled child inspite of his

deficiencies regarding education., eccupation. marriage -and

life settlement.



Exploration of pxpechtatione of crrente and elblings for

the diesbled child will revesl oot ihey expect the child
l Q‘n(fL . . )

to do in fufureﬁhQW'Te§lLSt1C31Ly-‘iﬁey have relsted the

expectatione with the child'e limitatione. Do they expedt teoo

wieh of him or do they underestimate the child?

The problems identified by parente and eilblinge related
te the diesbled child will aseiet pecrls working in the field
of epeclal education Lo deeign better strategies toe be
adopted while working with the familieese of dieabled children.
It will enlighten the areseg where more effort 10 Toquivied by
nervice providecs when involving parente in educating

dieabied children.

Since special education is a;hefaﬁivciy ned £ield of

vy in Peliasoo, the dnvestigoilon vwill. nrovide rmcly

LY encourayr
neaded. informetion; honafill;pfubore resenrch. The favourable

rarental attitude, as brought to light by thia investigation
will encourage a new and effective apprecach of parental

invelvement in the teaching oL bhandicapped children.
Thic shwdy - will roflaecs naf.only The
educational aspect but will aleo -provide-~ an insight into

the trende of pocial behaviour and soclial interactions in our



community. Based on the findings of the etudy, the
investigntor will rmake euggeetlong and recemmendatione  for
rarents we well as teachers vhich vill cwsport growbh

o7 the disabled child.
Definition of important concepts:

Generally the terms ueesd 1n the study pertain to their

Portiat eomnoiotions bl Lhere wxwe o dew Tveimg vhich mneed

clarification. They nre defined 1n the context of  their

Disabled:

The term disabled may btre taken as "a pereson with
functional limitatione to carry out the normal activities of
daily living cmused by either a permanent physical or mental
impairment or é chronip tlinical conditien such ag epllerpey,
bronchitis of schizerhrenia”. (Williams 1981)

1

Mental retardation:

Mental retardation referse Lo significantly sub-average

general intellectual functloning zxisting concurrently with



deficits in adaptive behavicur manifested duyring the

development peried i1.a., 0-18 ywegez. (Dreq 1281)
Percertlon:

Percept#on refers both to the experience of gatining
sensory informatiocon about the world of people, thinge, and
eventa and to the psychological processes by which this is
accomplished. The present investigation hawever. takes the
term as “the awareness of truth relasted to the child’'s

disability” . {Gorsimd 1987)

Attitude:

An &mttitude 1is an idea charged with emotion which
rredisposes a class of actions to & particular clasee of

social situations. (lovne 1535)

Aspiration:

Appiration is the deelre. hope or alm tnwards which one
strivee. The term is tesken to explore the hores parente and
eiblinges have for the child and it is interpreted by the

future aime they have for the chilad. (Harrdmen 1977)
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Expectation:

Expectations rafers to. “the anticipated outcome of =a
probabilistic situation, an emctional state of antlcipation”.
Expectatione 1in thie study reveals the hopes rparente and
siblinge attach with the child about ﬁia future achlevementa.

{Kuper 1685 ),

Sibling:

The term refere to sister or brother, a child of the

same family. {¥wex 1085),

Limitations of the study:

Keeping in view the shortage of time. energy and

resources the study hos The following-liaiﬁ mions

the stidy o eonfined to Foovoend Ciwy only,itn Uindingc ore
Lherefore, cuneraliuolle only So o cimil.r Locations
whe toroot populq%ion in iz Ul woc nootelly retarted child-
o . Godldron Wit cvlier Cisobiliviec ware mot inclpded.
* The unite of the study are father, mother and one elder

eibling of the disabled child.

¥ The study 1is of exploratory nature and therefore., no
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claim is meacle shout ite corpreheneslveness or

repreeentativeness.

Objectives of the study:

5]

whe pludy Decugnen on Felloviars

To etudy perception of dieability by the ywAarente and

8iblinge.

To analyee the prevalent attitudes of parentes towards

disabled children.

To tdentify different tyree of parental amttitudes.

} p 9.\ o 4 i 3 -‘ .."'-'rr.,:. * .
o im;e,s';‘i,?af‘:; pilasienghis bibeen jaw.u\ j oiifuele o
care provided to the disabled child.
To explore the asplratione of parente and siblings for

the dieskled child.

To find out the expectatione parents and siblinge have
from th=2 diegabled child.
omd,
P Ansoirekinto the problemn faccﬁ'byapa:entcgaiblingéfnf:
|
disabled childreﬁiregnrdtng ezducation and care.

To explore the differences in perceprtion. aspiration,
exprectations and probleme faced by parents and siblings

of disabled children.



Research hypothquB:

[y

Parental attitudeliﬂ aspociated with identification of

the mental retrrdodion i o conild.

k Those with afavourable attitude identify the

disgability early.

¥ Those with o negative attitude identify the
digability later.
[ 1% . . -~ .
Temayind oftitude,releted Do the pwrovisilon Ol edueation fo

disabled children.

W Parents with & favocurable attitude provide formal
education to their disakled children.

A '

¥ Parents withﬂunfnvonﬁable attitude do not rare much
-]

cbous the provisisdsformel cduention of the child
Parental attitude is related to the treatment meted out

to the children at home.

Parents education is related with the identification of

child’=s disability.

¥ Those with higher education identify the disability
earlier.
¥ Thoee with lower educnation are lees concerned with

the disabiility of the child.
Higher the occupational satatus of the father. the

greater the concern for the future of the child.
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6. A ?6int f&miiy eystem 1 relsted to identlfication.
treatment snd edoucstion of the dieabled child.
* o Joint femily mdveresly affecteTheidentificstion of
the disahled child.
¥ aJoint family negatively affects the availability of
medical suppart{%v the child. |

¥ aoJoint family negatively affecte the handling and
J .

training of the child.



