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ABSTRACT

The investigantion wae depipned to study. the
influences of family attitndes towsrd the edocation and
handling of diesbled child ae -well a@as perception,
aspiretirn, expectation snd problems of  parente  and
siklings «f digsbled children. The main theme cof the
study revesled that rearentes and sihblinge sre the main
contributore in the 1life of the handicapped child.
Structured interview gquestlonnaires were conetructed and
rretesting wes mesde to assese the validity of the
instrument. The sgample of the study wee selected usling
the purrcsive sampling method d.e.. the children already
dimgnoeed as digabhled were arproached snd the parents
and siblings were interviewed. The findings suggeet that
majority of the children were ldentified esrlier but the
rrovision for eschocling wae made a little later.
Parente”™ reactlion towards dissbhility weae that of Anger,
denial =nd guilt but meoet of them ressed through the
mourning rprocees lending to s stete of conatructive
scceptance. Regarding the treatment of the child,
majcrity of the parente ruehed to doctore ms they
diecovered the preecnce of abnormality in the child.
Majority of the parente perceived the child's dissbility
as rertaining to wmental hackweardnees  snd delayed
develorment while the siblinge enlightensd lesrning
dizcrder. communication dieorder Bnd aprarent
differences from normal children. Regariding future plens
for the child, largest number of parent:s plan either to
rrovide medicnl treatment to the child ar settle him in
regidential care centre. The highest number of eiblings
on  the other hand presented the provieion of epecial
education or ekill criented education. for the child.
Expectaticne sttached with the child reveaslsd that
majority of parents and eiblings frel that the child can

nct live independently bat  will need continuous
supervisicon. Mainr rroblems enlightened by the parente
end eiblinge included incre=ose in regponelibility,

emcotional preesures cn parents and stigmatization.
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