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CHAPTER 1II:

Ancestral History of the Afghan Subedarsof Multan

i Their Origin

i1 The Saddozals
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Once Sulaiman passed over a beautiful place 'Rodah or Roh'
* %

situated on the 'Kaseghar mountain'. He liked the place

very much and there he held his court. The place 1is known
'Tnkht-i—Sulaimag'till this day. Before leaving the place,
Sulaiman gave it to Malik Afghan, who settled there alongwith
his tribesmag. Malik Afghan and hls tribesmen entered into
matrimonial alliances with the local people of village 'Pasﬁi'
and with the passage of time their descendants adopted their
mofhet\tongue that is 'Pashtu’' and left their ancestral
laﬁguage 'Hebrew'. The descendants of Malik Afghan are better

9
"known as 'Pakhtun' because of the village 'Pasht'.

o Rodah'or Roh is the same word, a Pashtu word meaning

- mountain,
* % lKaSegHar:'situated in the Sulaiman range.

5._éi1 1”\;5‘- " man: situated in the Sulaiman range.
é;;'JZiﬁ:ﬁ” , PP.5,6; Fraser Tytler, Afghanistan,

London, 1953, P.49., says that 'the orlginal habitat of
the Pathan was the country lying round the Sulaiman range'.

¢¢ " 'Pasht: In Tajik persian signifying the back of a
mountaln range. Hence came the word Pashtan, with its
plural Pashtanah. From this was derived the hard Pakhtun
of the northern Afghans and the general appellation
Pathan'; Fraser Tytler, op.cit., PP.49,50.

9. I,M., - . PP.6,7; Cavoe,op.cit., P.252, says 'the
Abdalls are a »eople Persian in language and in dress
half Persian, half Pakhtun'; Tate, The Kingdom of
Afghanistan,Karachi, 1973, P.15., writes that 'the
Afghans call themselves Pakhtan(Pakhtana), from which
the change to Paktana and again to Pathan is easy'.
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Qais Abdir-Rashid, a descendant of Malik Afghan,

rmbraced Islam and was confcrred the title of 'Batan' by the

'l'-Holy Proplict, because the former displayed great valour in

a battle agalinst the infidels. The word 'Batan' was changed10
into fPathan', therefore, hils descendants are called 'Pathans’

| The Abdalil tribe to which Ahmad Shoh Dur-{-Durran and
ﬁhé last rulers of Multan belonged,traces its origin from

'Malik Abdal' the fifth in descent from 'Qals Abdur Rashid’'.

Maiik Abdal son of Tarin was the grandson of Mallik Sharkbun

“who%e grandson was Malik Rajjar. Mallk Rajjar had four sons,

Malik Isa, Nur, Khukar and Mako. Malik Isa's son was Zirak and

his Bdn was Malik Popal, Malik Popal's son Malik Hablb was

the father of Malik Bame whose son 'Malik Saleh' was the
11

‘father of 'Malik Saddu'

10. T.M,, . . PP.7,8; T.K.J.,PP.58-64; Tate,op.cit.,PP,10, 15
writes, 'Bahtan' - the rudder,or the mast or both of a ship

Bellew,op.cit.,PP.15, lG.,wrltes, 'Bahtan the rudder of a
ship'.All the above mentioned authors !'ave mentioned this,
but it could not be verified from the c¢arly Islamic sources.

Also See:T.K.J., _PP.50,51,53,55,175,176.
11, T.M.,e, ... .,PP.9-19,

The Follow1ng authors give a different account which cannot
be given the credence deserved by TAZKIRAT-UL-MULUK. Tate,
og.cit.,P.33.,'Saddo'5 father was Umar';Ganda Singh,op.clt.,
P.1.,'Umar's second son was Saddo'.,Tariekh-1-Ahmad Shahi,

yPP.3,4,,'Saddo was son of Bame and Saleh was his
brother"Atta HJ'\mmad Taza-Nawai-Muarak, ..Shikarpur,
ed.Karachi,1959,(1271 A.H),P.769.,"Saleh was elder Brother
of Saddu'.; Azlruddln Fafalzai, Timur Shah Durrani, Kabul,
1333,P.46.,'Umar Khan Fofalzal was father of Asadullah
alias Saddu'; Caroe, op.cit.,P.12., confirms that 'Abdal
was son of Tariln and grandson of Sharkbun'. Also See:
T.K.J., |, ., PP.170,171,182; Rahmat,Khulasat-ul-~Ansab,
MS,PP.4-30;Faiz Yuhammad,Tuhfatul-Habib,MS,1770 A.lk.
(1184 A.H.), PP 20-60.
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Malik Saddu was a great warrior, a politician and
a pious man, Hls descendants are called SADDOZAIS and
command great respect till this day. Thelr rule in Hirat
(Afghanigtan)and Multan lasted till 1818 .Malik Saddu
died on Thursday, April 1626 ..(Ist Rajab 1036 A.H.) atan
advaneoed age of 71.He left five sons, Khwajla Khizer Khan
(born on Ist Ramzan 990 A.H.) June 1580 .., Khan Haudud
born in July 1582 715th Shawwal 992 A.H.), Kamran Khan
" "born in April 158k (Rajab 994 A.H.), Bahadur Khan(born
in 1588 (998 A.H,) and Zafran Khan born in 1600
L;f.(lOIgA.H.). Malik Saddu was succeeded by his eldest son

. . 2
+  Khwafa Khilzer Khan. He was a very plous man. He had no
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 _1h£eré5t71n wordly affalrs and after three months of his

SUGdession, he abdicatedin favour of his younger brother

A T

. Khan Mauddd,‘Khwaja Khizer Khan digd after a short time 1n
. T 10

- e : A
~ October 1626 .{2nd Muharamul Haram 1037 A.H.). The descendants

of.Khwaja Khizer Khan are called Khizer Khel. Ahmad Shah Dud-1i-
S? : Ddrran, the founder of Afghanistan was his direct descendant.
'Khwaja Khizer Khan was a godly man and is stlll worshipped

by the Afghans as a favourlite salnt to whom offers of 'Misar-o-
NMliaz', presents and prayers, are made on all solemn occasions,
The devotion and awe, inspired by this holy personage, lent

a sense of sanctity to the whole clan of Saddozais and its

gl 7. I.M.. ,P.31; P.C., P.476.
8. I,.M., . PP.29,30; 7.A., | +P.9; Ganda Singh,
op.cit..ti.1,2; P.C., , M.476;Taza Nawai-Muarak,
o v, P.769: Timur Shah Durrani,r- . w,P 463
T.K.3J., , P.171,
( r-‘lro“-‘-.')) d;x --n-\-;J,.: J..;,_::-:au‘!:uu- G;-'I‘J,J-M'\:’L;}.
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memnbers enjoyed peculiar privileges. Their persons were
sacred, no punishment could be inflicted on them, except
by one of thecir own family; nor could even the head of the

11
Abdalees himself pass sentence of death upon a Saddozye'.

Ktan Maudud was an exceptlonally brave man and
fodght several battles. He maintalned good relations wlth
tha Safavide Emperor and his Governor of Kandhar, Ali
ttardan Khan. The Safavlde Emperor bestowed upon him the
title of 'Khan', therefore, hls descendants are called
‘Khan Khel' and the last Muslim rulers of Multan were his
dirqcﬁ descendants. After an effectlive rule of 17 years-over
Safa?%nd'its surrounding, he laid down.his life in 1642
(1053;A.H.) fighting against Mir Yahya Diwan, In the civil

S 12
war of Kabul.

9. I.M., -, P.32; Tate,op.cit., P.33; P.C.,
P.476; Ganda Singh, op.cit., P.2., He writes that
Khwaja Khizer was the second son of Malik Saddu which
1s incorrect.

16, 7T.M., .. P.33; P.C., . . P.476; Taza Nawai-
Muarak, op.ni+ P.769,

11. T.M., .. P.33; Ganda Sinah. op.cit., P.2;
Saulat-i-Afghani, PP.336,337; Hayat Khan,

Hayat-i-Afghani,tahore, PP,115,122,123,

(Note): This Khwaja Khizer Khan should not be confused
with the Prophet Hazrat Khwaja Khizer ofAb-i-Hayat
fame, He was so named after him.
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During the time of Khan Maudud, a custom developed
amongst Aloose Abdali which still exists that the Nikah
ceremony would take place in the house of bridegroom.
This custom started as the son of Kamran Khan, the younger
brothef.of Khan Maudud, was betrothed to the daughter of
an Afghan chief but he later on refused to give the hand
of his daughter. When Khan Maudud was told about this
;: refusal, he ordered to take the girl by force to the house
of the bridegroom and the Nikah ceremony was performed

13
there. Khan Maudud left two sons, Shah Hussaln Khan and

Ailah Dad Khan., He was succeeded by his elder son S5hah

- 14
g _;Hussaln Khan with the help of the Mughal Governor Khawas Khan.
phovn 8 2 .
#“;":--j:': 1 g —‘“’[ il
B f:';;‘: P 1
.'_".‘_‘;:_..’._. . P . )
e I, sy PP.34,36.
ﬁfjﬁ ;% _ . The  suthBrs- named below have wrongly stated that
g “. *~the title of 'Sultan' was conferred upon Khan Maudud
S5 ﬁ-~"'by the Safavide Emperor. They are also mistaken

that Khwaja Khizer was succeeded by his eldest son
Khudadad Khan or Khudhai Sultan. The correct position
is that the Safavide Emperor bestowed upon Maudud Khan
“the title of 'Khan', therefore, his descendants are
-cdalled 'Khan Khel'., It was Khudadad Khan alias
Khudakka who styled himself 'Sultan' and he was the
-first amongst Aloose Abdali. Ganda Singh, op.cit.,P.2;
Tate,op.cit., P.33; Atta Muhammad (Taza Nawai Huarak),
P. 769 Sher Muhammad Nadir (Z.A. Z.A.),
P¥.10,13,, because their references are weak comparing
" to Tazklratul-Maluk whose author was the direct

ﬁ; F ' descendant of Malik Saddu, and his research Is correct.
$ , _.......IJJ.a d)tJWJ‘H—-’ Lﬁ-l—q.’rg‘—h- L:& .-k-cag "JJU "'"J‘ L-'-L’ L’
% 13. T.M., op.cit., P.35.
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During the same period the Safavide Emperor, Shah Abbas 11,
wanted to capture Kandhar . When Khudadad Khan met him in

Isfahan, both agreed to cooperate. The Emperor attacked

Kandhar in 1648 . ,(1058 A.H.) and captured it with the
18
help of Khudadad Khan in 1649 - .(1059 A.H.). Now Khudadad

Khan attacled Safa and captured fit. Shah Hussain Khan in spite
of the help of Khawas Khan’Mughal Governor of Kandhar wai,9
defeated and he alongwith the Mughal Governor fled to India.
Shah Hussaln Khan was the first Saddozai chief to arrive In
Multan in 1649 - (1059 A.H.) alongwith his younger brother
Allah Dad Khan. He was elevated to the rank of seven hundred,
alongwith a Jagir In Rangpur (linzaffargarh District) by the
Emp:ror Shah Jahan, He settled down in Multan and built his
Kiri there.In¢his Kiri, he built a very beautiful palace

known as Shish Mahal and a mosque which is still there. He

was also conferred the title of Wafadar Khan by the Mughal

20
Emperor.
18, T.M., ' PP.37.38; P.C., . P.477,
19, T,.H., PP.36,38; P.C., P.477.
?
. 20, T.M., o PP.181-184;7.A., P.18; Ganda Singh
) op.cit., P.'; Saulat-i-Afqghani, P.338;
Hayat-i-Afahani : P.123,124; Tate, P.35; P.C.,

P. 478,

* Kiri: In Pashfto it means a place of residence meant
particulardy for the Chief of a tribe and his
tribesmen.

¢ Shish Mihal: It was destroyed L. the Sikhs in 1818
Later on Commissioner's residence was constructed

on its site. : e .. .
‘/- L.:f g ad oy l_":.._... .,_4,\_.‘ f ._l‘;.- ‘l 1 _-J-) - ._"-

f - . . PR OS2 . .. - . - .
f Clpae oy we VT Ly e U L e e L L

<.



-26-

He commanded great respect during the reign of Aurangzeb.

His younger brother Allah Dad Khan dled durlng his life

T time. Shah Hussaln Khan was I{ssuelecss. After hls death

' . oy

K ;Péillfightlﬁg alongwith his five sons and one daughter 1in

in 1659 . . (1069 A.H.) he was succeeded by hls nephew
Inayat Khan son of Allah Dad Khan, as the chief of Multani
Pathans, He was glven the rank of flve hundred and the Jaglr
o%rhis uncle with the title of Wafadar Khan 11 by the Emperor
Auréngzeb. After his death, his younger brother Abid Khan
_became the chief of Maudud Khel Khan Khel Pathans of Multgi.
‘érém;ABid Khan descended the ancestors of MNawab Muhammad
?ﬂﬂﬁzﬁf}affkhan Saddozal, the last Muslim ruler of Multan, who

o 22
his struggle agalnst Maharaja Ranjit Singh in June 1818 . .

'-I‘.After’defeatlng Shah Hussain Khan near Safa and

'rendéring valuable services to the Safavlde Emperor, Shah

Abbas II during the siege of Kandhar In 1648-49 .(1058-1059 A )

Khudadad Khan established his rule in Safe. His territory

included the area extending from Kaseghar to Kandhar including

Arglstan. Only Kandhar fort was left for the Safavide

Emperor to satlsfy his greed. He ruled independently and

did not pay the annual tribute either to the Safavide Emperor

or to the Mughals. He was the first amongst the Saddozals

who styled himse¢lf as 'Su]tgi‘. Sultan Khudadad Khan alias

Sultan Khudakka ruled for more than 16 years and died at the

age of 54 in MNovember 1663 ° .. (on 2nd Safar 1076 A.H.),
Lo ot Ly o5, ol al e ,‘__,T_-.HJ_-\L_ of (Bl spe =blan b Ly ey
ceailyy A ol Gl Gl coo s piplanst Gt JSl (el o A plal

(VW o) 6oy
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- leaving behind three sons, Qalandar Khan, Inayat Khan and
" Hayat thﬁ. The descendants of Sultan Khudakka are called
Khudakka Saddozais. The celebrated author of Tazkirat-ul-
Muluk, Ali Muhammad Khan Khudakka Saddozal was the direct
descendant of 5Sultan Khudakka. Sultan Khudakka was succeeded

by his eldest son Sultan Qalandar Khan who was an ambitious

man, He wanted to capture Kandhar and hence he attacked 1t

TRANT e

; with a large force but was killed in the battle during the

% siege of Kandhar fort. His rule lasted only for two months
i%é» .+ and 23 dasg.Sultan Qalandar Khan had no male issue. He was

EE;.' ” suéqeéded by his younger brother Sultan Inayat Khan. His

‘ uhélé Sarmast Sultan challenged his succession and a civil

war broke out amongst Aloose Abdall. Ultimately Sarmast
ol ;JSultan was defeated and killed and Sultan Inayat Khan was
TEE O 26
_recognised as chief of Aloose Abdalil., He maintained friendly

relations with the Iranlan Governor of Kandhar.His younger

21. T.M., . PP.186-189; Z.A., . : P.23;
Taza Nawai-Muarak, P.769.
22. I.M., : P.256; 2. Z.A., | .. PP.84-86;

Ganda Sinup op.cit., P.3; Saulat-1-Afghani,
P.338; Haxwt i- Afghani op.cit., P.125; P.C.,

op.cit., .487; P.D.G., M.D., : sy P.56.
* Arglstan: The territory around Safa was known as
Arglstan.
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brother Hayat Khan who was 19 at the time of his father's
death, was very ambitious. When once his brother Sultan Tnayat
Khan was on a hunting excursion, he avalled of this copportunity
and got him assassinated in Janunry 1667 ..{on 23rd Rabi-
Us-5anl 1078 A?a.). As Sultan Inayvat Khan had no male issue,
his younger brother Hayat Khan was declared as the chief

§f Aloose Abdali. In spite of the fact that he got his elder
brothér killed treacherously and besides the opposition of

his brave mother Murad Bibi, he could succeed as the chief
ofihlé trlsg and styled himself as the Sultan., He was a1 very
bfave‘man. He fought several battles with the Iranians and

maintined his independence. He became a terror not only

for his enemles but also for his own people. Several important

23, T.M., PP.38,39; Ganda Singh,gop.cit., P.2,
the author is migtaken that 'tne title 'Sultan' was
given to Khudadad Khan by the Empernr Aurangzeb', as
he practically helped the Safavide Emperor during
the siege of Kandhar in 1648-4¢ .. (1058-59 A.H.}
and never maintained good relations with the Mughals.

‘!}l 'TIMI PI“OI

25, Ibid. PP.40,4)1. The authors mentioned below have not
given any authentic reference, therefore, they are
mistaken that 'Sultan Khudakka resigned his office in
favour of his younger brother Sher Khan', firstly
Sultan Khudakka neve: resigned and secondly his
younger brother was not Sher Khan. His name was
Sarmast Sultan who was great-grand-father of Ahmad Shah
Dur-i-Durran and lastly Sultan Khudakka was succeeded
by his eldest son Sultan Qalandar Khan; Ganda Singh,

op.cit., P.2; Tate,op.cit.,PP.34,35.
QL%- JU 3| Sdy g g SN 1] ch-c \;—_,-‘3)-’ ul-l-'ﬁ,‘ 9 5‘ ahasd DL’-l )“ .’«“ R 5 =4
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persons of Alonse Abdali left Safs for Multan due to his
fear, One of these Saddozais was Jalal Khan (maternal uncle
of Zaman Khan, the father of Ahmad Shah Dur-i-Durran) son
of Aldal Khan son of Zafran Khan son of Malik Saddu, who
got refuge in Kirif Shah Hussain Khan with his maternal

29
uncle Shah Hussain Khan the chief of Khan Khel Saddozals.

.“'_'“{“;, AT VI i e

Hig rule lasted from 1667 {1078 A H.)to 1680
% (1091 A.H.), Sultan Hayat Khan fought 32 battles during
48 his short period of about 13 years against his enemies
s \‘LBCIUding the Iranian rulers of Kandhar and Hirat. He was
Wrl o defeated near Kandhar in 1680  .(1091 A.H.) and fled to
;g. | ‘in&?a via Kohistan, Before leaving his ancestral land, he
%%bil .IVnghihaied ﬁis cousin Jaffar Sultan as chief of Aloose Abdali

ﬁith the instructions to sign a peace treaty with the

Iranlan Emperor. Sultan Hayat Khan reached Multan on 16th

October 1682 . (l4th Shawwal 1093 A,H.) via Dera Ghaz!l
Khan alongwith his family including his eldest son Abdullah
Khan aged 12, his nephew Zaman Khan(father of Ahmad Shah

Dur-i-Durran) and several other notable Saddozais.He settled

26. T.M. P.t1l,

—" !

27. Ibid. PP.%1,42.

28, Ibid.P.43., the correct name was Sultan Hayat Khan
and not Hayat Sultan, as stated hy Tate, op.cit.,P.35.

29, T.M,, P.43,
* The territory above the present Dera lsmail Khan

was known as Kohistan,
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.down permanently in Multan and was granted a perpetual

,grant of rupees 10 thousand per month and revenue-free 500

'Zacres of agricultural land in Multan by the Mughal Emperor,

30

Aurangzeb. He bullt his Kirl near a site where the present

- Deputy Commissioner's house is located. He also bullt a

. ¢

- palace, a fruit garden and a mosque. He died at an advanced
;,age of 84 on 15tkhApril 1729 (27¢th Raqghn 1141 A.H.} and

X 31

W0 was buried in his own garden.

- Jaffar Sultan the chief of Aloose Abdall met the

3Iran1an Emperor in Hirat and accepted hils overlordship.

-fThe Emperor bestowed upon him the title of Sultan. He

.wﬂ,l%fmaintained good relations with the Iranian Governor of
; Lok 32
W_Kandhar. He died in 1695 . . (1106 A.H.). When the news

L]

fof the death of Jaffar Sultan reached Multan; Abdullah Khan,
'the,eldest son of Sultan Hayat Khan Khudakka Saddozai

alongwith his cousin and brother-in-law Zaman Khan{father

of Ahmad Shah Dur-i-Durran) and with several other Saddozals

© 30.

T.M., PP.45,46,48,3235325,338,339;,Tate.,

op.cit., PP.35,36., writes 'Hayat Khan the cause of

this trouble migrated to India and settled in Multan,
Hayat Sultan had resigned his authority to his young
kinsman Daulat Khan', but according to Tazkirat-ul-Muluk
it is incorrect as stated above Jaffar Sultan had been
nominated as hls successor.

This mosgque still exists in the compound of Deputy
Commlssioner's bungalow but his palace was destroyed
by the Sikhs during thelr first raid on Multan in
1764
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faf note left Multan and soon reached Safa. He was welcomed

1: L

by Aloose Abdali and succeeded to the chieftainship of his
tribe in Safa. He also adopted the title of Sultan. After
estabiishing his rule, he appolinted his brother-in-law

iaman Khan as hils Deputy {(Nailb) and left Safa for Multan in
i704 {1116 A.H.) to pay respects to his father Sultan
,Hayat.Khan who was very happy over his success In their
ancestral territozs On his return journey he was accompanied
‘~jBQ his eldest son Asadullah Khan who was not only very
szi%handsome but was also~ an exceptionally brave youth of 18,
 fIn gafa he met Mir Wals Ghilzai, Chief of Hotak, who had

ﬁ; reoently come back from Pilgrimage. He requested Sultan
'fiAbdhllah Khan to unite against the Iranians. Both the chiefs
attacked Kandhar and during the siege, Gurgin Khan, the

““LViiiceorglah chief and the Iranian Governor of Kandhar was killed.

31.. T.M., PP.338, 339,
£. 0 32. 1bid. PP.48,49. |
33. I.M., - P.49; Tate and Ganda Singh are not

correct in saying that 'Sultan “Abdullah Khan with

his son Asadullah came from Multan and joined Kai Khasrau

Khan and recelved the office of chieftain of the Abdalis'

See: Tate, op.cit., P.43; Ganda Singh. op.cit.

PP,7,8. The actual position is that this chieftainship

he inherited from his father Sultan Hayat Khan and it

was not bestowed or given by Kal Khasrau Khan nor was

he ever appolnted by any Emperor. Also See: T.K.J.,
PP.136, 137.
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When the Iranian army advanced, Mir Wals Ghiizai requested
Sultan Abdullah Khan to check its advance. The Ahdali chief
rushed towards the Iranian army and after a pitched battle
near Faraﬁ, defeated it. The news of Afghan victory reached
Kandhar and the Iranians surrendered the Fort. The fort was
captured by Mir Wais Ghilzai in 1708 .(1120 A.H.). When
Sultan Abdullah Khan returned to Kandhar after defeating the
Iranian army, Mir Wais Ghilzai closed the doors of the Fort.
On his enquiry, Mir Wais Ghilzal sent a mcssage to him to
take nver all the lands outside Kandhar ekcluding the Fort.
“ultan Abdullah Khan frustrated gith the treacherous role of

Mir Wais Ghilzal went back to Safa. Then 'Mir Wais proclaimed
35

the independance of the Afghans at Qandhar'.

Sultan Anhdullah Khan fought several bettles not
only «¢gainst Ghilzals but also against the Iranians. He

alongwlth his brave son Asadullah Khan marched towards

* Farah:a town 170 miles west of Kandhar.
34, T.M., bp.49-52; Tate. op.cit.,

PP.36,37,41-43.

35. Ganda Singh,op.cit., P.73 Lockhart,Nadir Shah,
London, 1938, P,3; Malleson, History of Afghanistan,
London, 1879, Pﬂ?fzs; Ferrier, History of the Afghans,
London, 1858, PP.EB, 29; Sultan Mahmmad,Tarikh-i-5ultani,
Bombay, 1881 (1298 A.H.), PP.68,69.
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Khurasan and captured many forts and towns. Asadullah Khan
defeated ‘the Iranlan army and conquered Hirat in August

1712 . .(1Sth Ramgan 1124 A, 36) On hearing this good news,
Sultan Abdullah Khan reached Hirat,enthroned himself as

tShah' and thus he became the acknowledged head of the

37
Abdalls. He was the first amongst the Saddozais who became
38
73_master of Hirat, declared Independence and styled himself
'Shah' He struck colns and read Khutba In the name of
39

S

i.
r.

? <:

h]s old father Sultan Hayat Khan living in Multan. Aloose

Apdall migrated to Hirat from Safa. Hls star was on its
o ﬂAvit
&énith in 1719 . When his ahlc and brave son Asadullah

o tw

'% Khan defeated a powerful Iranian army, numbering thrity

, 40
thqu;and strong, under the command of Safi Quli Khan. A

pltdﬁéd'baftle between Aloose Abdali and the Ghllzals was
»*

'« fought in October 1720 . .(Ziqad 1132 A.H,) at Dil-Aram on

the right bank of river Kash Rud in which Asadullah Khan
41
lost his 1life at the age of 26. It was a great shock for

Sultan Abdullah Khan,

36, I.M., PP.53-56., the dates of the capture
of Hirat given by Tate. op.cit., P.43 as 25th July
1717 and Ganda Singh, op.cit., P.8 as 26 July 1717

(26th of Shaban 1129 A.H.), are jncorrect, because
while stating the dates they havefgiven the reference
of any original snurce. See: T.K.J., . P,137,

37. Ganda Singh, gp.cit., P.S8.
38, 1Ibid. P.8.
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£ v

The Ghilzais and the Iranians decided to take

5 T
=R,

revenga of thelr previous defeats at the hands of Alocose

Abdali and Mahmud Ghilzai agreed to assist the Iranians
42

ln any military move against the Abdalis. A large army was

collected by the Iranian Emperor under Ismail Khan to

march on Hirat. Sultan Abdullah Khan got the news and

| marched with a strong army towards Mashhad to take the
'+ battle fleld in December 1720 - .(Jamadi-ul-Awwal 1133 A.H.).
ﬂ; \

. Before leaving Hirat, he appointed his brother-in-law
Zaman Khan(father of Ahmad Shah Dur-1-Durran) as his deputy

f; 1n Hirut. When he reached Mashhad, he got the news that
igu Zaman Khan had declared his independence and had closed the
§ *

lﬁ qOors §f the fort Hirat. Zaman Khan was supported by Khalu

'L;akhan f%pﬁér‘oﬁ Ghani Khan Alkozai., Sultan Abdullah Khan at
once rushed Back to Hirat and forclbly took 1t. Zaman Khan,
khalu Khan and several other Abdalis were captured and put
to death; This incldent took place In the month of July
1721 . ~ .t{Shaban 1133 A.:?). It divided Aloose Abdali into

two groups which led to a civlil war and which resulted iIn

39. I.M., o . P.57.
40. Ibid. PP.57,58; Ganda Singh, op.cit., P.9;
Tarikh i- Sultanl, : PP.5,6, 97 » 783 Saulat-l-Aﬁghani,
. P.340,
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45
the age of 7. Soon afterwards he was carried to his

Y ancestral land to Join his elder brother Zuvlfigar Khan.
After the revolt of Zaman Khan in 1721 (1133 A.H.),
Sultan Abdullah Khan wrote to his father Sultan Hayat Khan

to send his (Abdullah Kh&n's) second son Muhammad
46
2 - HKban from Multan to Hirat. In the meantime, Sultan Abdullah
T : ¢
i Khan was treacherously killed by Qasim Khan son of Said

Khaﬁ'son of Jalal Khan {Zafran Khel Saddozal in Rauza Bagh
47

. A
at Hirat in August 1721 .{(23rd Muhapam-ul-Haram 1134 A.H.).
Sult$h Abdullah Khan ruled over Hirat for 9 years 4 months
aard 7'day5 and was 53 at the time of death. He left 3 sons,

Muhammad Khan (from the sister of Zaman Khan), Allah Yar
. Khan and All Yar Khan. Qasim Khan succeeded as the chief
R 48
5 of Aloose Abdali at Hlrat.When the news of the assassination

by, T.M., PP.65,201,202; Ganda Singh, op.cit.,
P.15; Taza Nawal Muarak, op.cit., P./69; Yousuf
Gardezi, .cit., P.56; E.B., ' P.964,

45, Taza Nawai Muarak, 0,769,

Lbe., J.M,, P.65.

¢ Qasim Khan: His grant father Jalal Khan was brother

of the grant-mother of Ahmad Shah Dur-i-Durran.

-

47. Ibid. P.67.

46. Ibid. PP.67,68.
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of Sultan Abduliush Khan reached Multan, his son Muhammad
Khan had already left for Hirat. His old father Sultan
Hayat Khan was very much shocked and to take revenge, he

at once despatched his third son tlugarrab Khan who 'reached
Kandhar from Multan, on a riding camel, very easily in

eight dagz'. On reaching Farah all Aloose Abdall gathered
round him and hc marched on Hirat which was captured without
any resistance In March 1722 .+Shaban 1134 A, H.). The
tvyrant Qasim Khan was killed atter a rule of 7 months. In
the meantime, Muhammad Khan also rcached Hirat, MHugarrab
Khan offered him the govcernment ol Hirat which he hesitantly
accepted. Muhammad Khan succecded as the chief of Aloose
Abdali at Hirat in April 1722 (Ram?an 1134 A.a?), with

all privileges. HMuqgarrab Khan then lcoft for Multan,

Mahmud Ghilzal conquered Isfahan in 1723
(1135 A.H.), and the Safavide Emperor, Shah Hussain, was
made prisoner. Encouraged by the weakness of the Iranians,
Muhammad Khan attacked Kpurasan and after conquering

E * % 5 1
several towns like Turhat and Bustam, he besieged Mashha-l,

49. Raverty, HNofes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan,Quetta,
1976 , P.12.

50. T.M., PP.62-73; Tate. op.cit., P.44;
Ganda Singh. op.cit., P.10; TarTkh-1-Sultani,
r.1l00; Lockhart, op.cit., P.31.
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: ¢
In his absence Shah Nawaz Khan Khugani instigated Zulfikar

khan (elder brother of Ahmad Shah Dur-{-Durran) to take
revenge of the murder of his father from Muhammad Khan.

Zulfikar Khan revolted and many Abdalis gathered round him.

'Tﬁe fesult was that the Aloose Abdali was divided into two

groupé once agaln. They fought with each other. Ultimately
after blood-shed, the elders decided that neither Zulfikar
Khan nor Muhammad Khan deserved the chieftainship of Aloosg
Abdali. Allah Yar Khan was to be invited from Multan to
succeed as the chicP of Aloose Abdali. Zulfikar Khan was

¢
asked to go to Pamarz Wa Chaman and Muhammad Khan was

requested to abdicate in favour of his younger brother

Allah Yar Khan. 1In the meantime, Allah Yar Khan reached

' S July

Hirat from Multan in/ 1724 AZilhij$ 1136 A.H.), and
succeeded as the chief of Aloose Abdall, Muhammad Khan went

* TJurbat: 100 miles west of Hirat,.

#* Bystam: Near Turbat.

51. T.M., PP.73,74; Tate, op.cit., P.55,
¢: Shah Nawaz Khan Khuganji: He was chief of his tribe.

¢¢: Pamarz Wa Chaman: A valley east of Hirat.

52. T.M., - . PP.74,75.,, 1t is incorrect that 'Allah
Yar Khan was elected the chief of the tribe in
1725-26 A.D.{(1138 A.H,) as stated by the following
authors, Ganda Singh, op.cit., P.10; Tate. op.cit.,

P.55. They have not given any originai source.
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back to Multan. The peaceful rule of Allah Yar Khan was*
disturbed in 1727 . .(1139 A.H.) by Abdul Ghanl Alkozal
‘whose father Khalu Khan was murdered alongwith Zaman Khan
by the ordcr of Sultan Abdullah Khan. He instigated and
supperted Zulfikar Khan to revolt against Allah Yar Khan.
The result was once again a division of Aloose Abdali who

f.wentrat war with each other and the Ghilzals availed the
.0pportqnity.and captured thelr lands in Kandhar. This led
to}a Serieé of battles against each other. Zulfilkar Khan
{weaéfback to his stronghold 'Farah'. In the meantime,Nadlr

i.:Quli Afshar, later came to be known as Nadir Shah, who was

fCommander 1n~Ch1ef of the army of Shah Tahmasp II Safavide,

:ﬂinvaded Khurasan. He encouraged the division of Alcose Abdali.

i :Zulfikar Khan was recognised as the chief of 'Farah', and

i 53
_ Allah Yar Khanlas accepted as the chlef of Hirat. Aloose

“Abdall were divided into two groups with two chiefs Allah
Yar Khan at Hirat and Zulfikar Khan at Farah. Both fought

with each other as well as with the Ghilzais and the Iranians.

¢ : Abdul Ghanl Khan Alkozi: He was maternal uncle of
Ahmad Shah Dur-i-Durran.

53, T.M., - PP.76,77; Tate, op.cit., P.55;
Ganda Singh, op.cit., P. ll T.K.J., . P.138,
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147;7 Nadir Shah attacked Hirat in June 1729 . .(Shawwal 1141 A,H.).
N but could not conquer 1t, Nadir Shah was satisfied wlth the
nominal submission of Allah Yar Khan and both agreed to help
each other against the common enemy, the Ghilzagz. In the
‘meantime, Zulfikar Khan got the opportunity and captured

e "Hirat in June 1730 (3rd Shawwal 1142 A.H.,})and Allah Yar

| _ Khan went to Maﬁ%haa:. Now Zulfikar Khan advanced towards
}Lf{' \;Ma;hhad and besimed it on 30th July 1730 (13¢th Muhad;m-
ul;Hhrah 1143 A.H.) but could not conquer the fort., The moment
fhe Heard the news of Nadir Shah coming to the help of his
brother Ibrahim Khan, Zulfikar Khan went back to Hirgz.

Now‘it_was the turn of Nadir Shah. Hec advanced towards

Hirat in March 1731 . . (RamZan 1143 A.H.). On hearing thls

3 news Zulfitar Khan requested the Ghllzai chief for help,
; 'h’ - S5aidal Khan was despatched to Hirat from Kandhar with a
| strong army of 3008, to help him against Nadir Shah. Nadir
Shah attacked ilirat in(MuhaﬁFﬁ-ul—Haram 1144 A, H.},July 1731
Zulfikar Khan, even with the help of Saidal Khan, could

0 not repulse the attack of Nadir Shah who was assisted by

54, T.M., PP.70-80; Tate, op.cit., P.56;
Ganda Sinuh,op.clit., P.11.

*¥ Maruchaak: A valley east of Hirat.

35. TI.M., op.cit., PP.81-84; Tate, =p.cit., PP,56,57;
Ganda Singh, op.cit., P.12,.
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.Allah Yar Khan, In the meantime, Saidal Khan fled to Kandhar.

Now Nadir Shah forced Zulflkar Khan to hand over Hlrat to

Allah Yar Khan, and it was done with the help of the elders

7 e Ty
e T L

; o of Aloose Abdali on 24%July 1731 (18th Safar 1ll44 A.S?)
%% Zulflkar Khan alongwith his younger brother Ahmad Khan

%ﬁ: .(Ahhad Shah Dur-i-Durran, the founder of Afghanlstan) left
g?? Hirat for Farah, When he reached Farah, he found Saidal
Ei{ -Khan'fhere. Saidallkhan took Zulfikar Khan and his younger

-brothers Alil Mardan Khan and Ahmad Khan to Kandhar with an

Tk iasaurance to get help from the Ghilzal chlef. But on thelir

I: iﬁrrivai at Kandhar, Hussain Ghilzal, the ruler of Kandhar,
-treacherOUSly confined them in the fort. They remained 1in

_ the Kandhar fort till it was captured by Nadir Shah on

“{i‘ 2&«March_l738 {2nd 2ilhij3 1150 A.H.,), and then they
wéré'éet-?fee. Nadir &hah had fought several battles agalnst
Allah Yar Khan and Zulflkar Khan. He realized their importance
and was impressed by the bravery of Aloose Abdall. He gave

* 57
2ulfikar Khan and hls brothers lands in Mazandaran and

A settled them there. Soon Ahmad Khan Saddozi son of Zaman

Khan joined the army ofNadir Shah and within a very short

56. TI.M., ,PP.87-95; Tate., op.cit., P.57;

Ganda Siugh, op.cit., P.12; TATS., P.7.

* Mazandaran: a mountainous range in Iran near the
Caspian Sea.
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period became chief of the contingent consisting of
Aloose Abdalil. He accompanled Nadir Shah to almost all
expeditions, He enjoyed the confldence of Nadir Shah,
It Is said that 'once Nadir Shah humbiy said to him,
remember Ahmad Khan Abdali, that after me the kingship
shall pass on to you. But you should treat the

58
descendants of Nadlr Shah with kindness'.The kingdom

57. T.M., PP.96,104,105; Ganda Singh, op.cit.,
PP.16,17; Tate. op.cit., PP.59,62,63,65; Tasa Mawai-
"1arak, - P.769; Latif, History of the Panjab,
Lahore, 18921, P,198; Svkes, op.cit., PP.,337,338;
T.A‘SI’ P.7.

58. Ganda Singh, op.cit., P.17; Svkes,op.cit., P.352;
T.A.5., PP,9,10,
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- passed on to 'Ahmad Khan Abdali', soon after Nadir Shah

was assassinated on the night of Saturday 8-9 June 1747
: 59
(11th Jamadi-u-Sani 1160 A,H,) 'Ahmad Shah Abdalil'

ascended the Afghan throne in the month of July 1747
60
and styled himself as Ahmad Shah Dur-i-Durran.

59, T.M., . P.1073 Tate, op.cit., P.68; Lockhart,
og.cit., p.261) Caroe,op.cit,, P.254; H.P.,
P. Gupta,M. It.b., C Tcutta, 1944 y P.159;
Ravertv, op.citi. , P.615, gives the date of

.assassination 15 Jamadi ~us=Sani, 1060 A.H,, and

Ganda Singh,op.cit., P, 21., wrltes 'on the night
fgfnof the'T9 20 gune 1747 .

aa so.‘ T M., op.cit., P.109; Ganda Sinah.op.cit., P.31; Tate,
i : E.cit., PP.68,69; Caroe, .clt., PP.255 12363
. raser Tytler, o .cit., E
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