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ABSTRACT

The protective effect of Raphanus sativus leaves powder, its water
and ethanol extracts against paracetamol hepatotoxicity was
investigated. Paracetamol increased the activity of hepatic enzymes
(SGOT, SGPT, Serum LDH, Serum AP). The crude Raphanus
sativus leaves powder in paracetamol induced rabbits, decrease
SGOT, SGPT, SERUM LDH, SERUM AP, SERUM TOTAL
BILIRUBIN AND SERUM TOTAL PROTEIN LEVES.
Hepatoprotective activity of water and ethanolic extracts of
Raphanus sativus leaves powder was also investigated. the results
indicates that the Raphanus sativus ethanolic extract contains
hepatoprotective constituents and suggest further work on the
isolation and characterization of these constituents which may
potentially be used as hepatoprotective agents.



OBJECTS AND SCOPE

Despite the great adventures and inventions made by the synthetic
chemists in providing effective tools to help the health of poor
humanity, the ideal drugs could not be synthesized for the treatment of
the conditions such as hypertension, asthma, cancer, diabetes and liver
disorder etc.

Research on indigenous medicinal plants has resulted in many
therapeutic agents becoming available and many more remains to be
discovered. Thus in search of the best, the scientific research was
started on the pharmacological activity of Raphanus sativus. In
traditional medicine Raphanus sativus was used to cure different
disease 1.e. Jaundice, Syphilis, Piles (Kirtikar & Basu, 1987, Qadoos,
1989). The leaves, root and fruit of the plant proved to be useful. But
all this owed to the human observations and no research was done int
this connection on the scientific bases. For this reason present
scientific work was planned to study the effects of crude Raphanus
sativus leaf powder its water and ethanol extracts on the activity of the
enzymes 1.e. SGOT, SGPT, SERUM LDH, SERUM AP, SERUM
TOTAL BILIRUBIN and SERUM TOTAL PROTEIN LEVELS.
Paracetamol produced liver damage as manifested by significant rise
in liver weight and AST activity & high bilirubin concentration
(Rasheed et al., 19935). Toxic doses of paracetamol destroy the cellular
defence system in hepatic tissue.

The experimental work was planed not only to see the effects of
Raphanus sativus leaves on normal but also on paracetamol induced
rabbits. As such the intormation may be helpfull for the treatment of
patient with hepatic toxicity.



